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Main Plaza Conservancy for Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio 
By:  Jane Pauley-Flores and Dr. Rachel Y. Cruz 
 
EVENT DATE:  October 31, 2015 

PURPOSE/MISSION:   Main Plaza Conservancy (MPC), a 501(c)(3)non-profit organization, is dedicated to providing San Antonio and 

its visitors with the cultural and historical “heart of the city™”; bringing an awareness of family and community combined with history 

and heritage.  Downtown San Antonio has been rapidly progressing and shows no sign of slowing down. Main Plaza Conservancy has 

participated in the revitalization of beautiful downtown, specifically designating Main Plaza as a must see destination.  Main Plaza is the 

very core of the City and what a better way to expand and increase the understanding of San Antonio's history, heritage, and culture 

than by featuring a visual and audio showcase of the City's very heartbeat, its youth. 

 The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2002 incorporated an accountability system, the Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 

system, that charted the progress of students in the areas of Reading, Math, Attendance and Drop-Out Rate. It has been statistically 

proven that those who participate in performance/music programs achieve, overall, better success than those who do not. It is our 

premise that the success of these students is two-fold: Students who participate in the performing/musical arts possess higher level, 

critical thinking skills as a result of having to read, evaluate, synthesize and then interpret (music) their knowledge, and students 

involved in musical ensembles study/rehearse in an environment that is safe, comfortable, and conducive to learning. 

 Most recently, a new educational law, The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), December 2015, was signed by President 

Obama. ”With this bill, we reaffirm that fundamentally American ideal—that every child, regardless of race, income, background, the zip 

code where they live, deserves the chance to make of their lives what they will." (President Barack Obama) The Every Student 

Succeeds Act (ESSA) was signed by President Obama on December 10, 2015. It is a bipartisan measure that allows for the 

reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), that reaffirms the Country’s commitment to equal opportunity 

for all students. 

The new law builds on key areas of progress in recent years, made possible by the efforts of educators, communities, parents, and students 
across the country. For example, today, high school graduation rates are at all-time highs. Dropout rates are at historic lows. And more 
students are going to college than ever before. These achievements provide a firm foundation for further work to expand educational 
opportunity and improve student outcomes under ESSA. 
 
The previous version of the law, the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act, was enacted in 2002. NCLB represented a significant step forward for 
our nation’s children in many respects, particularly as it shined a light on where students were making progress and where they needed 
additional support, regardless of race, income, zip code, disability, home language, or background. The law was scheduled for revision in 2007, 
and, over time, NCLB’s prescriptive requirements became increasingly unworkable for schools and educators. Recognizing this fact, in 2010, 
the Obama administration joined a call from educators and families to create a better law that focused on the clear goal of fully preparing all 
students for success in college and careers.      (www.ed.gov/essa)                        
      

 With a profound understanding of the importance of equality in education and to facilitate San Antonio Student success, MPC 

has partnered with Dr. Rachel Y. Cruz to provide San Antonio High School students with access to quality music education, to facilitate 

student success and higher-education preparedness, and to fulfill the MPC mission to preserve San Antonio culture and heritage: How 

better to do this than through our greatest resources that are San Antonio youth and great mariachi tradition. 

 Dr. Cruz, a Texas Teacher Certified, Doctor of Musical Arts, who specializes in the music of the Texas-Mexican border region, 

most specifically the mariachi, has an award-winning history in academe and  music performance and, produces results. The Mariachi 
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Corazón de San Antonio (MCSA) program, with a 100% matriculation rate of its graduates into higher education, has created a 

significant impact in the graduation and participation rate of San Antonio  students in higher education. 

 There are many deterrents for San Antonio students when it comes to the study of music including but not limited to: Money, 

language barriers, and cultural barriers. Through participation in MCSA, San Antonio students have an opportunity to be involved in an 

urban arts environment that is otherwise unavailable to them in the San Antonio Area. In addition to its cultural relevance, this project 

has catalyzed economic growth by drawing both citizens and tourists alike into downtown San Antonio. As such, Main Plaza is a 

cornerstone of the City's cultural preservation and a boost to the City's growing economy. The hope is for the City of San Antonio to 

“hop-on” to  Main Plaza Conservancy’s proverbial “band-wagon” and continue to be forward thinking in developing and rejuvenating 

this wonderful place into a vibrant bustling City through its investment in its youth and educational programming. Through MPC, 

MCSA's mission is to facilitate the smooth transition of MCSA students into higher education by strengthening their creativity and 

metacognitive skills through mariachi music education and performance so that they may achieve their fullest potential as scholars, role 

models, and successful, contributing members of the San Antonio Community. 

PURPOSE/GOALS:  To facilitate, through its youth and educational programming, most specifically, mariachi music, the transition of 

San Antonio youth into higher education.  To identify and attract the most gifted of San Antonio high school students, with consideration 

for those specializing in mariachi, giving them a venue for learning, performance, and musical exploration. To create an educational 

environment that is inclusive of performance/music and conducive to the artistic, intellectual, and personal growth of San Antonio’s 

youth.  And, to elevate the overall educational diversity of the San Antonio community by fostering a high school music program that is 

in tune with the ESSA of 2015 and this Nation’s, “…fundamentally American ideal—that every child, regardless of race, income, 

background, the zip code where they live, deserves the chance to make of their lives what they will.” (President Barack Obama) 

HISTORY/DESCRIPTION OF EVENT:  Now the seventh-largest city in the nation, San Antonio is a pivotal location in the story and 

identity of the United States and North America. Charged with preserving the cultural heritage of this great City, Main Plaza 

Conservancy debuted “Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio” Festival, High School Group and All-Star Competition in 2012. Known as the 

“heart of the city™”, Main Plaza is the “original” historical City center. What better place to experience mariachi music at its finest than 

in the “HEART” of the City, Main Plaza, where the essence of the Texas-Mexican Border music runs deep through its core? 

  MPC is vested in preserving tradition and heritage and in promoting the cultural and educational enrichment of San Antonio 

area students.  It is our premise that all youth should have the opportunity to participate in an ensemble of the caliber of an all-area 

youth choir or orchestra and that mariachi music is every bit as credible and viable an art form as is a symphony orchestra, especially 

in Texas where mariachi has become a sanctioned University Interscholastic League ensemble.  

 The Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio Festival, High School Group and All-Star Competition provides the opportunity for a 

select group of students to continue past the one day festival and participate in an all-area mariachi, “Mariachi Corazón de San 

Antonio (MCSA)” that are groomed to be ambassadors for the City of San Antonio. It is through the MCSA program that students are 

exposed to university level instruction under the tutelage of Dr. Rachel Yvonne Cruz, to travel opportunities around the City, State, and 

Unites States, and acquire the skills and social grooming necessary to be successful in higher education. This high school showcase 

has been a recurring event on Main Plaza allowing visitors and residents alike to experience traditional sounds and witness the 

performance of mariachi music at its best since 2012.  Main Plaza, home to San Fernando Cathedral, the oldest operating sanctuary in 

North America, is the ideal location for MCSA, ambassadors of the City of San Antonio to represent the culture of the people of San 
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Antonio at one of only four colonial plazas left in the United States, and the only one with a cathedral. Most importantly, in-line with the 

ESSA of 2015, this annual event is free and open to the public, affording participation and experience of the event to all. 

TYPES OF ACTIVITIES INCLUDED UNDER THE FESTIVAL/EVENT UMBRELLA:  

The High School Mariachi Competition: In an effort to promote and preserve the cultural heritage of San Antonio, to embrace the 

spirit of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) of 2015, and to have a significant impact in the participation rate of San Antonio youth 

in higher education, the Main Plaza Conservancy, partnered with Dr. Cruz to create the high school all-star, musical phenomenon, 

Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio. Albeit that there are several, well established mariachi festivals and competitions that take place 

around the Country (the World), there are few to none that stress the importance of mariachi as an academic discipline or that have 

provided formally educated musicians as judges, clinicians and presenters. Main Plaza is poised to become the “Plaza Garibaldi” of the 

United States and trendsetter in the area of mariachi festivals and education. 

 The competition is open to all San Antonio Area High School Mariachi ensembles and judged by professional musicians with 

experience in mariachi education to ensure integrity of scoring in regard to musicianship, technique, and style.  A $1,500.00 cash 

award as well as the designation, Best High School Level Mariachi in the San Antonio Area, is given to the ensemble that wins first 

place.  

All-Star Competition/MCSA: Each school is allowed to choose up to three students to showcase in the competition, those students 

are in the running for a place in the All-Star Mariachi that is Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio. Texas University Interscholastic League 

policy is observed; the competition is limited to High School Mariachi ensembles, but schools and private schools that do not have 

mariachi programs are allowed to nominate students for the All-Star Mariachi competition where those students are accompanied by 

Mariachi Internacional of the International Academy of Music and the Arts (IAMA). As well, middle school, high school, private school, 

university and community mariachis are welcome and encouraged to showcase throughout the day of the festival competition.  

MCSA Travel Opportunities: In September of 2015 MCSA was invited to Showcase at the Topeka, Kansas Inaugural Mariachi 

Festival. Seventeen MCSA students traveled with 2 Chaperones and Dr. Cruz via Southwest Airlines from San Antonio to Topeka as 

guests of the Topeka Convention and Visitor’s Bureau. This experience is notable for the following: 

1. Of the seventeen students that participated in the Topeka Festival, five had never before flown. Their first airline experience was a 
result of their participation in MCSA.  

2. MCSA students were given a private tour of Brown v. Board of Education (1954) National Historic Site where they learned about…”a 
landmark United States Supreme Court case in which the Court declared state laws establishing separate public schools for black 
and white students to be unconstitutional. The decision overturned the Plessy v. Ferguson decision of 1896, which allowed state-
sponsored segregation, insofar as it applied to public education. Handed down on May 17, 1954, the Warren Court's unanimous (9–
0) decision stated that ‘separate educational facilities are inherently unequal.’ As a result, de jure racial segregation was ruled a 
violation of the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution. This ruling paved the way 
for integration and was a major victory of the Civil Rights Movement.” (www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brown vs. Board of Education) 

3. Students were given a tour of Washburn University, lunched with the Hispanic Student Organization, and performed for Washburn 
University students. MCSA students co-mingled with University Staff, Students and members of the Enrollment Management team. 
They had the opportunity to explore opportunities for higher education outside of the State of Texas. 

4. MCSA toured four different Topeka elementary schools where they presented with Dr. Cruz. They were given the opportunity to 
speak about their heritage and San Antonio culture. They acted as ambassadors for the City of San Antonio. 

5. Traveling is a necessary skill in today’s society. As part of MCSA, students acquire the experience necessary to be successful in 
today’s ever-changing, global economy. 
 

Mariachi Educator Development: To facilitate the pedagogical development of San Antonio area mariachi directors, professional 

development opportunities that are free of charge for San Antonio area mariachi educators and future educators, are offered on a 
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yearly basis as well as other opportunities for high school level directors to learn from the creator of the first degree of its kind, Bachelor 

of Arts/Music with a Specialization/Emphasis in Mariachi Performance and Pedagogy, Dr. Rachel  Cruz. These professional 

development opportunities vary in form and content, but the goal remains the same: To provide continuing education opportunities for 

mariachi educators. Topics covered are Mariachi Instrumental Methods and varying Pedagogical Approaches and/or more applied 

opportunities as Dr. Cruz may be approached for workshops, clinics, and lectures on a school by school basis. The focus is always 

pedagogy and stresses music literacy and musicianship.  

 Currently, Dr. Cruz is working on two books, The Art of Mariachi: A Curriculum Guide for Mariachi Educators, I and II, for Middle 

School and High School, respectively. These books include information and resources that cover the history of mariachi, models for 

lesson planning, curriculum building, and annual planning.  

 Main Plaza Conservancy creates, partners, and hosts a one day event with music, dance, crafts, food & beverages that 

celebrates San Antonio/mariachi culture and heritage, highlights mariachi education in a manner that is current with ESSA of 2015, 

national standards of education,  where all local high schools (both public and private) are invited to compete. And from which, MCSA 

continues to grow and support San Antonio students through high school and their journey into higher education.  

MCSA Students receive a $1000.00 scholarship for each year of successful participation in MCSA and $5000.00 for those students 

who successfully complete all four years of high school as MCSA members. MCSA boasts a 100% matriculation rate of its students 

into institutions of higher education with our first 4 year graduates finishing their high school careers in May of 2016, one of which will 

be attending Stanford University! Quite obviously, MCSA has created a roadmap for success! 

OVERALL REVENUE AND EXPENSE BUDGET:   Revenue:  $15,000.00 and  Expenses:  $11,800.00 
ESTIMATED ECONOMIC IMPACT:   It is estimated Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio will realize thousands of dollars in tourist 
revenue for the 7th largest city in the nation, positively impacting a huge existing tourist market.  Therefore, allowing MCSA to take an 
active role in shaping the future of San Antonio's Youth and the City of San Antonio by providing exemplary cultural and performing 
arts, educational classes and programming to the community, this encouraging its students to serve as instructors and advocates for 
the preservation of culture, arts and the inner-city community in San Antonio. 
 
ATTENDANCE NUMBERS & DEMOGRAPHICS:   
4,500 Estimated total: 60% Hispanic  35% Caucasian 5% Other 
 
VOLUNTEER COUNT & DEOMGRAPHICS: 
 (25) Local Hispanic 18-65yrs;  (9) UTSA students Caucasian 21-65yrs; Volunteer Total = 34 
 
STAFFING NUMBERS AND POSITIONS: 
Executive Director-Jane Pauley-Flores, Artistic Director-Dr. Rachel Y. Cruz, Assistants (5), Programs Manager-Tony Romero, 
Custodial Staff-Roy and Mike, Sound & Production-B-P Lighting (5), MPC Chair- William Scanlan, Jr.  Staff total = 16 
 
FOUNDING/INCORPORATION DATE AND MANAGEMENT SYSTEM: 
Main Plaza Conservancy is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization created and incorporated October 3, 2007 for the sole purpose to 
manage, maintain and operate the historical city center a/k/a "the Heart of the City™" of San Antonio, Texas and is under contract with 
the City of San Antonio to manage Main Plaza. 
 
EVENT STAFF CONSISTS OF:  Jane Pauley-Flores, Executive Director; Tony Romero, Programs Manager 
 
CUSTODIAL STAFF CONSISTS OF:  Roy Gonzales and Mike Rodriguez. 
 
THE VOLUNTEER BOARD OF DIRECTORS CONSISTS OF: William Scanlan, Jr., Chairman of the Board; Patrick Kennedy, Honorary 
Chair; Father David Garcia, Vice Chair; Kit Goldsbury, Secretary; Alfredo Flores, Jr., Treasurer; Gini Garcia, Director; Betty Bueché, 
County Liaison and Jim Mery, City Liaison. 
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Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio 

Main Plaza Conservancy 
By:  Jane Pauley-Flores and Dr. Rachel Y. Cruz 
 

PROMOTIONAL/MARKETING CAMPAIGN & MEDIA OUTREACH: 

Main Plaza Conservancy takes great pride in the promotion and marketing of their ambassadors for the city of San 

Antonio.  With a specific logo that includes both male and female mariachi, musical notes and the heart, signifying 

the "heart of the city" that represents Main Plaza Conservancy, the custodian of MCSA this remarkable logo presents 

itself without explanation.  This image appears on all print material, to include t-shirts, posters, flyers, banners, 

billboards, social media or internet sites.  This is the one recognizable constant representing Mariachi Corazón de 

San Antonio.  This identifying logo is very subtle with great significance to this event. 

 

Description:  Shape is the outline of a circle signifying a unified music with both the name of the official organization 

and the name of the mariachi group.  In the center is a heart.  This heart is the logo for Main Plaza Conservancy, 

representing the "heart of the city™" as Main Plaza is also known as well as represents the heartbeat of San Antonio 

by and through its youth.  Over the heart are three musicians playing trumpets; one with a red ribbon identifying the 

female, and music notes floating overhead.  

 

Main Plaza Conservancy and area media provided coverage of video & audio ads, print articles with pictures in 

newspapers, newsletters, magazines, and digital billboards.  Additionally, numerous local websites as well as city 

websites and newsletters, county emails, posters, and various Save the Dates were in print and online during this 

time.   

 

Target market was literally everyone, everywhere, all walks of life and all ages.  Providing opportunities for This 

family venue stays focused on intergenerational events without apprehension of social or economic status.  

Promotions in various forms were provided by and through the City of San Antonio, County of Bexar, Time Warner 

Media, Univision, Clear Channel, KLRN Public TV, SA-CAN (San Antonio Community Access Network), Express-

News, San Antonio Magazine and Main Plaza Conservancy. 

Area high schools shared in the process of engaging in spreading the word and promoting their own interests toward 

the competition and impending title. 
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WEBSITE/SOCIAL MEDIA/MULTI-MEDIA PROGRAM/CAMPAIGN:     

Multiple websites to include Main Plaza Conservancy's website contained detailed information about this project, its 

mission and scholarship opportunities.  This site provided a plethora of still photos telling a story of youth, music and 

tradition.  Later was added a sample video, YouTube coverage and other pertinent information. 

Social media carried the information and excitement via Facebook of which Mariachi Corazon de San Antonio has its 

own.  Twitter and Instagram also contributed to the coverage, sharing photos and the excitement of area high 

schools. 

Area high schools shared in the promotion via their various programs. 
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OVERALL SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM:   

Sponsors consisted of: 

Time Warner Media including their 25 TV stations, and special coverage on the 24 hour News Channel; 

Univision/UniMás17 (international coverage) including their 12 TV stations, live event coverage,;  

Clear Channel Outdoor included all local digital billboard coverage;  

SA-CAN included 1 half-hour show two times, 9am and 5pm, every Sunday;  

Area Concierge Association members were ecstatic to share the excitement of the area mariachi competition with 
their patrons and outside inquiries. 

Drury Plaza Hotel adjacent to Main Plaza, partnered with the Conservancy and continues to partner with packages 
for tourists wanting to be positioned overlooking the plaza and having the proverbial "front row seat" from their 
balconies in the San Fernando Tower section.   

City of San Antonio, Blue Star Ice House, El Oasis Cafe #2, IAMA Coffee House, San Fernando Cathedral, Bailando 
Sin Fronteras Dance Troupe, and Petey Galindo provided volunteers and/or financial support for the success of this 
incredible event. 
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CRITICAL COMPONENT PROGRAMS 
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VOLUNTEER PROGRAM:    
 
Volunteer Tasks and Responsibilities: 
Project Name: “Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio” Festival, High School Group and All-Star Competition  
  
Date of Services: Saturday, October 31, 2015 
Location of Event: Main Plaza 115 N. Main Avenue 
Attire: Casual and/or traditional/ethnic 
Shift Time: Arrive at 1:00pm on plaza.  Meet with Program Manager for event briefing, schedule review for shift 7p-
9p. 
Sign In:  All volunteers must register upon arrival on sign-in sheet at kiosk.  Also, receive appropriate shirt, name tag 
and receive your position assignment and job duties. 
Parking Instructions: Limited parking is located in one of the Frost Bank surface lots (3) on S. Flores Street.  Parking 
is free to all volunteers, please present window pass. 
Job Description: Volunteers will be in charge of managing the VIP check-in area, the VIP seating area, and assist 
with passing out event programs to VIP's.  All other seating areas for general public will have program placed on 
each seat.  NOTE:  please see all programs are handed out to the crowd.  Please note light lifting and bending may 
be required. 
You must wear your name tag and have proper ID during event at all times. 
 
Alcohol cannot be handled by volunteers and must be observed.  (See Food & Beverage Program) 
 
REMEMBER: 
 
You represent Main Plaza Conservancy and Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio at all times.  Please be 
courteous and assist others. 
 
GUIDELINES: 
Keep your ID on you at all times 
Wear comfortable shoes, cushioned socks recommended 
Do not bring purse—safe storage is limited, at best 
No smoking 
No chewing gum 
No personal cell phone use, unless absolutely necessary 
No alcoholic beverages consumed or handled 
No foul language 
Know/learn proper communication/radio etiquette, if applicable 
Be attentive and professional at all times 
Use good judgment when dealing with public 
Please assist in keeping the plaza clean 
Enjoy this event and your time on the plaza 
 
PROMPTNESS, FLEXIBILITY AND PROFESSIONALISM 
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GREEN PROGRAM: 
 
(18) Recycle receptacles (blue) placed by every trash can on the plaza with eco-friendly biodegradable trash liners. 

Receptacle trash to be collected every hour with noted separation between recyclable and non-recyclable into 

approved containers.   HEAVY Duty disposable ✔ compostable ✔ biodegradable 64 gallon trash bags to be used.  

Grounds trash to be collected continuously throughout the event by maintenance.  This trash may be placed in 
receptacles as needed but not if the receptacle is full and already needs to be emptied.  Do not create overfull 
receptacles.  If an area is noted to need special attention, please alert maintenance crew.   

(4) All restrooms must have hand soap dispensers to contain Dial Antibacterial Liquid.  Use only a product that kills a 
broad spectrum of bacteria and yeasts, prevents growth of gram-positive and gram-negative pathogens, contains 
emollients and skin conditioners to ensure mildness with frequent hand washings.  Remember to wash hands 
regularly during event and after restroom use. 
 
(4)All restroom toilet paper dispensers to be EcoSoft® jumbo roll bath tissue double-ply with high-capacity systems. 
This tissue is 100% recycled and Green Seal™-certified.  Do not allow this product to run out at any time during the 
event.  During brief walk-thru, please note floor debris conditions as well as dispenser content. 
 
Eco-friendly recycled plastic cups reduce carbon footprint and must be used on the plaza.  Biodegradable plastic 
cups degrade over time without leaving behind any visible or toxic residue.  These are the only cups to be used in the 
VIP areas, at the operating kiosks and booths and for all alcohol drinks on Main Plaza. 
 
Landscaping is planned, prepared and completed on the plaza in preparation for event:  Double-grind black cedar 
mulch with no dyes or chemicals, all natural in all beds, under trees and to dike irrigation systems at specific locations 
around the base of trees.  All plants in pots and hanging baskets to be watered well the day prior to event and NOT 
on the day of the event.   
 
All plantings are to be native to TX and non-poisonous.  This must be noted and maintained.  Follow MPC's 
Vegetation Plan and use common sense. 
 
Power washing must be with hot water and no chemicals.   In required areas, per city code, water must be 
recaptured and disposed of properly.  See watering plan, as needed. 
 
In the event there is heavy rain prior to the event, the plaza will be soaked and has limited permeability.  This will 
require maintenance to use water pumps in approved areas, and water removed to plant beds.  Use caution with 
electrical cords and placement of water for drainage.  Do not let water sit and dry-up nor use squeegee on crushed 
granite areas.  Solid pavers may be blown, swept or a squeegee used appropriately. 
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM:  MPC has partnered with Dr. Rachel Yvonne Cruz, Founder and CEO of the 
International Academy of Music and the Arts, a Texas Teacher Certified Doctor of Musical Arts, who specializes in 
the music of the Texas-Mexican border region, most specifically the mariachi, has an award-winning history in 
academe and performance, vast experience in festival planning (mariachi competitions and workshops), to provide a 
venue for mariachi music concerts of the highest quality and for music education and college preparation.  
 The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2002 incorporated an accountability system, the Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) system, that charted the progress of students in the areas of Reading, Math, Attendance and Drop-
Out Rate. It has been statistically proven that those who participate in performance/music programs achieve, overall, 
better success than those who do not. It is our premise that the success of these students is two-fold: Students who 
participate in the performing/musical arts possess higher level, critical thinking skills as a result of having to read, 
evaluate, synthesize and then interpret (music) their knowledge, and students involved in musical ensembles 
study/rehearse in an environment that is safe, comfortable, and conducive to learning. 
 Most recently, a new educational law, The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), December 2015, was 
signed by President Obama. ”With this bill, we reaffirm that fundamentally American ideal—that every child, 
regardless of race, income, background, the zip code where they live, deserves the chance to make of their lives 
what they will." (President Barack Obama) The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) was signed by President 
Obama on December 10, 2015. It is a bipartisan measure that allows for the reauthorization of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act (ESEA), that reaffirms the Country’s commitment to equal opportunity for all students. 

The new law builds on key areas of progress in recent years, made possible by the efforts of educators, communities, 
parents, and students across the country. For example, today, high school graduation rates are at all-time highs. Dropout 
rates are at historic lows. And more students are going to college than ever before. These achievements provide a firm 
foundation for further work to expand educational opportunity and improve student outcomes under ESSA. 
 
The previous version of the law, the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act, was enacted in 2002. NCLB represented a 
significant step forward for our nation’s children in many respects, particularly as it shined a light on where students were 
making progress and where they needed additional support, regardless of race, income, zip code, disability, home 
language, or background. The law was scheduled for revision in 2007, and, over time, NCLB’s prescriptive requirements 
became increasingly unworkable for schools and educators. Recognizing this fact, in 2010, the Obama administration 
joined a call from educators and families to create a better law that focused on the clear goal of fully preparing all 
students for success in college and careers.                 (www.ed.gov/essa)            

 With a profound understanding of the importance of equality in education and to facilitate San Antonio Student 
success, MPC has partnered with Dr. Rachel Yvonne Cruz to provide San Antonio High School students with access 
to quality music education, to facilitate student success and higher-education preparedness, and to fulfill the MPC 
mission to preserve San Antonio culture and heritage: How better to do this than through our greatest resources that 
are San Antonio youth and great mariachi tradition. 
 There are many deterrents for San Antonio students when it comes to the study of music including but not 
limited to: Money, language barriers, and cultural barriers. Through participation in Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio 
(MCSA), San Antonio students have an opportunity to be involved in an urban arts environment that is otherwise 
unavailable to them in the San Antonio Area. In addition to its cultural relevance, this project has catalyzed economic 
growth by drawing both citizens and tourists alike into downtown San Antonio. As such, Main Plaza is a cornerstone 
of the City's cultural preservation and a boost to the City's growing economy. The hope is for the City of San Antonio 
to “hop-on” to  Main Plaza Conservancy’s proverbial “band-wagon” and continue to be forward thinking in developing 
and rejuvenating this wonderful place into a vibrant bustling City through its investment in its youth and educational 
programming. Through MPC, MCSA's mission is to facilitate the smooth transition of MCSA students into higher 
education by strengthening their creativity and metacognitive skills through mariachi music education and 
performance so that they may achieve their fullest potential as scholars, role models, and successful, contributing 
members of the San Antonio Community. 
 High School Competition:. Albeit that there are several, well established mariachi festivals and competitions 
that take place around the Country (the World), there are few to none that stress the importance of mariachi as an 
academic discipline or that have provided formally educated musicians as judges, clinicians and presenters. Main 
Plaza is poised to become the “Plaza Garibaldi” of the United States and trendsetter in the area of mariachi festivals 
and education. 
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CHILDREN'S PROGRAM: 
 
MCSA is all about youth, education, continuing education, traditional music and performing.  Children are 

encouraged to participate, learn as they watch and experience music of the Texas-Mexico Border culture.    

 

This program is a must see for all students, all ages and classes.  All area schools of all grades are invited to 

experience an evening in traditional music on the plaza.  All area high schools and high school students are invited to 

participate via their mariachi groups or individuals as nominated by their music director. 

 

All ages are able to enjoy this project.  This bigger than life music makes for a blend of enjoyment, whether 

understood or not.  While songs are usually in Spanish, the music needs no interpretation.  The music as it unfolds is 

very powerful and moving.  One cannot turn away as you become totally engulfed in the moment. 

 

Today’s children have become accustomed to all things electronic, whether it be an iPad, computer, or cell phone. 

Our youth is stimulated through audio and visual learning, this event is like an outdoor class in traditional music style. 

 

Folklorico dancers grace the plaza with a bright array of costumes in traditional dress.  The high schools in their 

colorful, traditional Traje's (mariachi uniforms) and Sombrero's are an incredible sight and to many children, what 

they want to do when in high school. 
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FOOD & BEVERAGE PROGRAM:   
 
Main Plaza has operating kiosk vendors with an abundance of food and drink options for the public to include: 

 

Blue Star Ice House provides organic craft beer (various flavors), wine (red and white) and sangrias for adult guests, 

with assorted sandwiches and various drinks for the youth. 

 

El Oasis Cafe #2 provides the best hamburgers in the downtown area, funnel cakes, sno-cones and other event 

items. 

 

(4) Food trucks providing a large selection of delectable foods including brisket, tacos, seafood and hamburgers with 

assorted drinks to include water and sodas. 

 

All foods are to be priced accordingly, similarly and with respect to the general public.  All prices must be approved 

by plaza management. 

 

All alcohol sales must be to legal, licensed persons with ID checks conducted for each sale.  Failure to do so will 

result in removal and/or no sales allowed during event.  All alcohol must be handled by a certified, approved person 

who has received TABC Certificate.  TABC Certificate must be on file in the management office prior to the event.  

There will be no exceptions to this.  All rules, regulations and plaza guidelines must be observed at all times.  Alcohol 

must only be sold in approved area. 

 

All food areas must be kept maintained, clean and free of debris.  All food must be in approved "green" containers 

and served quickly to handle the large crowd. 

 

All food areas must have trash and recycle containers, must be emptied each hour and must be lined with "green" 

trash bag. 

 

All food sales require city food and fire permit, as applies, per code.  All permits must be displayed at all times during 

event with a copy on file at the management office. 
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ENTERTAINMENT PROGRAM:   
The Bailando Sin Frontera dance troupe performs in front of beautiful San Fernando Cathedral and front-center of the 

VIP seating area throughout the day prior to the high school competition beginning. 

 

Main Plaza Conservancy's Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio performed several selections to include the National 

Anthem with a special arrangement of Texas themed medley of songs to include, The Yellow Rose of Texas, San 

Antonio Rose, and others. 

 

Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio is Main Plaza Conservancy's mariachi ensemble and is made up of high school 

students that complete for their position.  These students are held to a high standard and must maintain a minimum 

of 3.0 GPA.  These students are the best of the best from the local high school competition held on Main Plaza every 

October and are groomed to be Ambassadors for the City of San Antonio.  Through their participation/tenure, they 

also work for and earn a scholarship from Main Plaza Conservancy.  Each year of participation builds upon the prior 

year with a bonus year paid if participation totals four (4) years, consecutively.  Through the careful direction by Dr. 

Rachel Y. Cruz, these students are  groomed in every way.  From poise to hygiene to attitude and presence, with the 

utmost in sophistication and dedication, these students have grown in every way possible to become great 

representatives of San Antonio, its culture and tradition. 

During this event, a great recognition is made through MCSA's Lifetime Achievement Award.  For contribution to the 

art of music, education in the performing art of music and of the highest level of accomplishment, the recipient is 

publicly recognized.  This year, Patsy Torres received this award of distinction.   

Throughout the day, various events take place, such as area middle school mariachi classes, local dance groups and 

individual performers.  The entire day is a showcase of local talent with a focus on Texas-Mexico culture. 
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MERCHANDISE PROGRAM:   

Main Plaza Conservancy offers many options of merchandise, providing exceptional memorabilia for all types of 
purchasers during the event.   

Special merchandise is event specific and include:   

Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio Poster: 

Full size poster of prior years events photos with sponsors listed across the bottom. 

T-Shirt: 

Fashioned after the poster, in various colors and all sizes.  Note: MCSA's tagline is used: Siempre Mariachi (Forever 

Mariachi). 

Medal: 

Green ribbon pin with logo embossed into metal hanging embossed with heart, notes, male/female mariachis and 
name. 

Other Merchandise Opportunities:   

Other Main Plaza memorabilia to include other event t-shirts, posters, phone covers and book.
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAM:   

There are many deterrents for San Antonio students when it comes to the study of music including but not limited to: 

Money, language barriers, and cultural barriers. Through participation in Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio (MCSA), 

San Antonio students have an opportunity to be involved in an urban arts environment that is otherwise unavailable 

to them in the San Antonio Area. In addition to its cultural relevance, this project has catalyzed economic growth by 

drawing both citizens and tourists alike into downtown San Antonio. As such, Main Plaza is a cornerstone of the 

City's cultural preservation and a boost to the City's growing economy. The hope is for the City of San Antonio to 

“hop-on” to  Main Plaza Conservancy’s proverbial “band-wagon” and continue to be forward thinking in developing 

and rejuvenating this wonderful place into a vibrant bustling City through its investment in its youth and educational 

programming. Through MPC, MCSA's mission is to facilitate the smooth transition of MCSA students into higher 

education by strengthening their creativity and metacognitive skills through mariachi music education and 

performance so that they may achieve their fullest potential as scholars, role models, and successful, contributing 

members of the San Antonio Community. 

 The Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio Festival, High School Group and All-Star Competition provides the 

opportunity for a select group of students to continue past the one day festival and participate in an all-area mariachi, 

“Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio (MCSA)” that are groomed to be ambassadors for the City of San Antonio. This 

high school showcase has been a recurring event on Main Plaza allowing visitors and residents alike to experience 

traditional sounds and witness the performance of mariachi music at its best since 2012.  Main Plaza, home to San 

Fernando Cathedral, the oldest operating sanctuary in North America, is the ideal location for MCSA, ambassadors 

of the City of San Antonio to represent the culture of the people of San Antonio at one of only four colonial plazas left 

in the United States, and the only one with a cathedral. Most importantly, in-line with the ESSA of 2015, this annual 

event is free and open to the public, affording participation and experience of the event to all. 

 Main Plaza Conservancy creates, partners, and hosts a one day event with music, dance, crafts, food & 

beverages that celebrates San Antonio/mariachi culture and heritage, highlights mariachi education in a manner that 

is current with ESSA of 2015, national standards of education,  where all local high schools (both public and private) 

are invited to compete. And from which, MCSA continues to grow and support San Antonio students through high 

school and their journey into higher education.   

 MCSA Students receive a $1000.00 scholarship for each year of successful participation in MCSA and 

$5000.00 for those students who successfully complete all four years of high school as MCSA members. MCSA 

boasts a 100% matriculation rate of its students into institutions of higher education with our first 4 year graduates 

finishing their high school careers in May of 2016, one of which will be attending Stanford University! Quite obviously, 

MCSA has created a roadmap for success! 
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ADDITIONAL OUTREACH: 
 
Education and training through the MCSA Annual Symposium for area school music directors, music teachers and 

officials of area high schools for continued education in the area of specialized Mariachi music.  This class is offered 

and taught by  MCSA's Artistic Director, Dr. Rachel Y. Cruz. 
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EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS PROGRAM:   

 
 Bexar County Sheriffs' Department is positioned onsite prior to, during and after the event. 

 Special positions are assigned to accommodate VIP arrival to pre-party area as well as the plaza seating. 

 All on-site and off-site Fire lanes are maintained open during event. 

 Special onsite meetings are held with the Bexar County Sheriffs' Department Special Task Force regarding 

special plans and routes created to evacuate dignitaries, if necessary.  

 Special Forces Sniper on standby on a nearby rooftop ready, if needed and as applies for VIP's. 

 San Antonio Police Department - Bike Patrol are positioned on-site prior to, during and after the event.  

Route is provided for even coverage on the plaza. 

 San Antonio Police Department observes traffic control along Dolorosa/Market Streets for pedestrians 

crossing to and from the plaza area. 

 San Antonio Police Department are assigned to food trucks arrival and departure/traffic control. 

 Food trucks and street area are monitored for safety of pedestrians during food purchases, coming to and 

from the plaza area and use of crosswalks. 

 EMS Emergency first-aid is placed strategically on-site during event. 

 Hydration stations are set up for general public. 

 Trip hazards are monitored and/or roped off to prohibit pedestrians/foot traffic from entering. 
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS: 

In closing this event, MPC featured a world-class video art projection, San Antonio|The Saga created by artist, Xavier 

de Richemont on the facade of historic San Fernando Cathedral.  This :24 minute art projection is a "must see" 

attraction in downtown San Antonio.  This specific part of the event draws in crowds from across the world.  This 

World-Class projection tells the story of San Antonio history from the days of Indian hunting buffalo to today's neon 

city. 

The day of events maintains the highest in quality, for all ages, all audiences.  MPC & MCSA's target market is 

"absolutely everyone"! 

The day started with a special by Bailando sin Fronteras Dance Company, several mariachi groups perform and 

performance by the incredible talent of Mariachi Corazon de San Antonio! 

To follow was the high school competition.  Many area high schools participate and one goes home with a $1,500 

cash prize and title, "Best High School Level Mariachi in the San Antonio Area"! 

In this competition is a special segment for those who don't have a mariachi class/band to compete but want to 

compete for a position as an All-Star to become one of MCSA.  This high sought after position has become a focus 

for area high school music directors to nominate their best. 

A special performance by the highly recognized and loved, Patsy Torres!  Also, this year's recipient of the Lifetime 

Achievement Award.  Recognized  for her lifetime of music contribution, education and traditional style.  Bringing 

down the house, Patsy Torres mesmerized the crowd with music and fun.   

Then came the announcement of the Best High School Level Mariachi in San Antonio and introduction of the new 

MCSA All-Stars. 

A terrific ending to a terrific evening...   then a crack of thunder and lightning on the cathedral let's everyone know 

San Antonio|The Saga video art projection has begun. 
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QUESTIONS: 

A:  WHAT DID YOU DO TO UPDATE/CHANGE THE EVENT FROM THE YEAR BEFORE?  WERE YOUR 
UPDATES/CHANGES SUCCESSFUL? 

At last year’s event, we focused on a San Antonio Icon, who has used her celebrity to promote San Antonio Student 

Success and Mariachi Music as a catalyst for this success: Dr. Patsy Torres, Tejano Musician.  

 

As indicated the title before her name, Dr. Torres completed a doctoral degree in order to make a statement about 

her commitment to higher education. Both Drs. Torres and Cruz have an “if we can do it, you certainly can” attitude 

and truly set an example, not only for the members of MCSA, but for all San Antonio Youth.  

 

Dr. Torres was the recipient of MCSA's Lifetime Achievement Award for her dedication, contribution and support of 

the tradition of mariachi music, style and education.  This year the winner of this award was specific to the 

continuation of education, the platform of which MCSA was founded. 

 

Key component:  Education  
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B:  PLEASE PROVIDE MEASURABLE RESULTS/EXAMPLES FOR QUESTION A:   

After substantial outreach, sponsorships and partnering with media MPC and MCSA has been able to reach out 

across many countries in promotional efforts of this high school competition.  International outreach has brought 

attendees traveling from Poland, New Zealand, Hawaii, Japan, Germany and the list is growing; just to witness and 

experience mariachi, tradition and celebration of our youth. 

It is now estimated Main Plaza receives over 250,000 guests per year (2015) and thousands arrive to attend the 

acclaimed high school mariachi competition. 

Special recognition of the Lifetime Achievement Award recipient is paramount and draws many attendees in support 

of MCSA.  This notable recipient made a significant impact regarding the continuing of higher education and resulted 

in high attendance this year.   

NOTE:  Also, a contributing judge for the 4th year, Dr. Torres and the other (4) judges of the competition use digital 

recorders, therefore critiquing each high school and All-Star performance, in addition to hand written notes.  This 

provides invaluable insight, expert opinions and comments and improved teaching tools for the high school directors; 

as they receive a DVD of comments and transcribed notes for future use in teaching.   

MPC's goal is to better inform, train and assist in education of our youth.  This is the benchmark for our future and 

each student must have that support, training and experience to go forward in life and through education have the 

opportunity to give back. 

Success is measured by each student that participates in MCSA and goes on to higher education.  At this point in 

time, MPC has a 100% success ratio with 18 graduates receiving over $27,000 in scholarships. 

Great results, great opportunities and higher education! 
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C:  WHAT MAKES THE EVENT STAND OUT AS AN INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED EVENT?   

It is the tradition of the Mexico/Texas region to express music through this means, Mariachi music.  Recognized 

across the world, Mariachi music is in high demand, loved by all walks of life and real.   

However, to showcase this through our youth, our highly valued high school students with exceptional quality, high 

degree of pride in the learned field and great accuracy, the education has revealed a mission.  The mission 

encompasses visitors from all over the world and is recognized. 

Texas' geographical location borders this region, is easily accessible and via international TV programming and 

sponsorship, is a reality that reaches far beyond the US borders.  

International media has taken special interest in our project with great production, promotion and article coverage.  

Additionally, Texas is 2nd home to many nationals and a destination for visitors from around the world. 
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D:  WHY SHOULD THE EVENT WIN THE IFEA/HAAS & WILKERSON GRAND PINNACLE AWARD?    

• MCSA offers San Antonio students an opportunity to be involved in an urban arts environment that is 

 otherwise unavailable to them in the San Antonio Area.  

• The MCSA project has catalyzed economic growth by drawing both citizens and tourists alike into downtown 

 San Antonio. As such, Main Plaza is a cornerstone of the City's cultural preservation and a boost to the City's 

 growing economy. 

• MCSA facilitates the pedagogical development of San Antonio area mariachi students and educators by 

 providing educational and professional development opportunities that are free of charge. 

• The competition is open to all San Antonio Area High School Mariachi ensembles and judged by professional 

 musicians with experience in mariachi education to ensure integrity of scoring in regard to musicianship, 

 technique, and style.  A $1,500.00 cash award as well as the designation, Best High School Level Mariachi in 

 the San Antonio Area, is given to the ensemble that wins first place.  

Main Plaza Conservancy creates, partners, and hosts a one day event with music, dance, crafts, food & beverages 

that celebrates San Antonio/mariachi culture and heritage, highlights mariachi education in a manner that is current 

with ESSA of 2015, national standards of education,  where all local high schools (both public and private) are invited 

to compete. And from which, MCSA continues to grow and support San Antonio students through high school and 

their journey into higher education.  

 

 

 

  





 
 

OCT31 
Invite 
Public · Concert · Hosted by Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio 

GUESTS 
46interested 59went 653invited 

clock 
Saturday, October 31, 2015 at 4:00 PM - 9:00 PM in CDT 
about 8 months ago 

pin 
Main Plaza 
115 W Main Plz, San Antonio, Texas 78205

  
 Event Venue 
 (210) 225-9800 

 info@mainplaza.org 
Details 
Main Plaza Conservancy is please to announce the 2015 Mariachi Corazon de San Antonio high school 
competition returning to the plaza on Saturday, October 31, 2015. 
 
All area high schools are invited to participate for the title, "Best High School Level Mariachi in San Antonio 
area"! The current reigning champions are "BRACKENRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL". 
 
This incredible event showcases our high schools and provides an opportunity for individuals to compete for a 
position on "Mariachi Corazon de San Antonio" ensemble, earn a scholarship and represent the city and county 



as Ambassadors. 
 
This event is FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. Bring the entire family for mariachi music at its best. 
 
Pleas... See More 
About Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio 

 
Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio 

Community 
Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio is comprised of San Antonio area high school students hand picked to be All 
Stars. For booking info call 210.225.9800 
About the Venue 
Main Plaza 
Event Venue 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE      Contact:  Jane Pauley-Flores 

November 2, 2015        210.225.9800|jane@mainplaza.org 

Main Plaza Conservancy  

is pleased to announce the winners of 

its FOURTH ANNUAL 

Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio                                                                                            

Festival, High School Group and All-Star Competition  

San Antonio, TX - Main Plaza Conservancy (MPC) is pleased to continue its new tradition in the "heart of the 

city" at Main Plaza.  Mariachi now calls Main Plaza home with the tag line “¡Siempré Mariachi!". 

 

This celebration on Saturday, October 31, 2015 showcased a mariachi competition between area high schools 

competing for the cash prize of $1,500 and the designation Best High School Level Mariachi in the San Antonio 

Area.  And the WINNER IS... 

BRACKENRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL 

under the direction of Mr. John Nieto 

This is a third time win for Brackenridge!!! 

 

An added component to the festival was the opportunity for a select group of students to continue past this 

event and participate in the all-area mariachi ensemble, Main Plaza Conservancy’s Mariachi Corazón de San 

Antonio All-Stars.  These individuals will be groomed to be ambassadors for MPC, the City of San Antonio and 

Bexar County. 

 

The 2015 All-Star WINNERS that will join Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio are: 

 

VIOLIN: 

Angelica Reyna - Brackenridge High School 

Stephanie Jimenez - John Jay High School 

Kairo Valdez - Holmes High School 

Luis Rivas - John Jay High School 
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TRUMPET: 

Edward Gonzalez - Holmes High School 

Luis Romero - Southwest High School 

Braulia Morales - John Jay High School 

 

ARMONIA (GUITAR, VIHUELA, GUITARRA DE GOLPE 

Christian Medellin - John Jay High School 

Paloma Arellano - Brackenridge High School 

Jessica Salazar - Thomas Jefferson High School 

Bryan Florino - Edison High School 

 

How better to establish awareness of family and community combined with history and heritage than by 

showcasing San Antonio's finest resources, its youth and great Mariachi tradition! 

 

Students were judged by a panel of five (5) professional musicians and/or educators with a vested interest in 

mariachi education ensuring integrity of scoring in regard to musicianship, technique and style. 

 

This evening featured special performances by Mariachi Fiesta de San Antonio, Mariachi Internacionál and 

folklórico dancing performed by  Bailando Sin Fronteras, all with the wonderful talent of Emcee Petey Galindo.   

 

SPECIAL performance by International Award Winning Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio with Patsy Torres. 

 

MPC also presented its fourth "Lifetime Achievement Award" to an individual deserving of special recognition 

for her dedication in preserving the mariachi tradition through its music and education.   

 

This award was presented to:   DR. PATSY TORRES 

Watch for more exciting things to come from Main Plaza Conservancy. 

MISSION:  Main Plaza Conservancy, a 501(c)(3)non-profit organization, is dedicated to providing San Antonio and its visitors 

with the cultural and historical “heart of the city”, bringing an awareness of family and community combined with history 

and heritage.   

For more information visit www.mainplaza.org. 

### 

 

http://www.mainplaza.org/
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    Contact:  Jane Pauley-Flores 

October 26, 2015      210.225.9800|jane@mainplaza.org 

Main Plaza Conservancy 

presents its FOURTH ANNUAL 

“Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio”                                                                                            

Festival, High School Group and All-Star Competition 

San Antonio, TX - Main Plaza Conservancy (MPC) welcomes you to Main Plaza, the "heart of the city", on 

Saturday, October 31, 2015 from 4:00 pm to 9:00 pm for a day of fun, music and competition. 

 

This 4th annual celebration will showcase a mariachi competition between area schools competing for the 

cash prize of $1,500 and the designation Best High School Level Mariachi in the San Antonio Area.  MPC's 

added component to this festival is the opportunity for a select group of students to continue past this event to 

become a member of the All-Star, Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio ensemble.  This group of "the best of the 

best" will be groomed to be ambassadors for MPC, the City of San Antonio, and Bexar County. 

 

How better to bring an awareness of family and community combined with history and heritage than by 

showcasing San Antonio's finest resources, its youth and great Mariachi tradition! 

 

Students selected for the Mariachi Corazon de San Antonio All-Star ensemble will study under the direction of 

Dr. Rachel Yvonne Cruz, who with an award-winning history in mariachi as well as academe, being a founder in 

the creation of the first Bachelor of Arts degree in Music with a Specialization in Mariachi performance and 

pedagogy, will team with Main Plaza Conservancy to facilitate a smooth transition for these individuals into 

colleges and universities as well as receiving an earned scholarship from MPC.  Judging will be by a panel of 

five (5) professional musicians with a vested interest in mariachi education to ensure integrity of scoring in 

regard to musicianship, technique and style. 

 

This event will showcase area talent to include performance at 4 pm by Mariachi Fiesta de San Antonio and 

dance performance by Bailando Sin Fronteres followed by the evening competition and recognition.  

mailto:210.225.9800%7Cevents@mainplaza.org
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Additionally, the 3rd year graduating Mariachi Corazon de San Antonio students will be presented with their 

scholarship recognition announcing to the world, that 100% of those graduating from this ensemble have 

transitioned into a college or university. 

 

Special performance by Main Plaza Conservancy's own and International Award winner, Mariachi Corazon de 

San Antonio! 

 

And finally, MPC will present its fourth "Lifetime Achievement Award" to an individual deserving of special 

recognition for their dedication to music and in preserving the mariachi tradition through its music and 

education. 

 

The area high schools that will be represented this year are: 

South San 

Holmes 

John Jay 

Somerset 

Southwest JV 

Southwest 

Thomas Jefferson 

Brackenridge JV 

Brackenridge*  

 

2014 award recipients: 

The Best High School Level Mariachi in the San Antonio Area:  *BRACKENRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL under the 

direction of Mr. John Nieto. 

Lifetime Achievement Award:  Las Tesoros 
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MISSION:  Main Plaza Conservancy, a 501(c)(3)non-profit organization, is dedicated to providing San Antonio 

and its visitors with the cultural and historical “heart of the city”, bringing an awareness of family and 

community combined with history and heritage.   

All events are free and open to the public.  Free weekend parking is available for Main Plaza visitors at one of 

two Frost Bank street level parking lots Friday nights 6 p.m. to midnight and Saturdays & Sundays 8 a.m. to 

midnight.              

For more information visit www.mainplaza.org. 

### 

http://www.mainplaza.org/
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