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We live in one of the best cities in the world, a “Premium Brand” Metropolis that is at
the same time approachable and intimate. In 2015 it was named „Top Best City in the
World” by the CNN. Sotheby’s called it Poland’s most attractive city and according to
Conde Nast, Krakow is one of the world’s friendliest cities as well as one of the finest in
Europe.
In addition to all this, Krakow is without a doubt a vibrant City of Festivals. A city of
undeniable energy, magnetism, and creativity. A city that values community, celebrates
its heritage, elevates its innovation and creativity, and aims to engage all people in culture
and the arts. Every year in Krakow there are more than 70 festivals and mass events held,
including nearly 50 of international scope, like the Jewish Culture Festival (held since
1988), Zaduszki Jazz Festival (since 1954), Krakow Film Festival (since 1961), the
International Festival of Music in Old Krakow (since 1975), International Print Triennial
(since 1966) or the Street Theatre Festival (since 1988).
Younger festivals, including Sacrum Profanum (2003), Misteria Paschalia Early Music
Festival (2004), or the Film Music Festival (2007), stretch the possibilities and showcase
works of the finest Polish and international artists, often in unusual urban settings and
that revitalize and regenerate neighborhoods.
Also hugely popular are Krakow’s cyclical projects, for example the Krakow Nights
dedicated to various art fields, like theater, jazz or poetry, or the Opera Rara cycle, our
numerous literary activities and culture for charity events. Whether indoors in a theater,
concert hall, cafe, synagogue, or outdoors in a park, street, medieval square, or rooftop,
Krakow’s festivals spark excitement and imagination, drawing people of all backgrounds
and ages to the celebration.
Krakow is a city which combines history, heritage, and high art that are at the same time
intertwined with a vibrant counterculture. This is a rich resource for Krakow. A strong
creative class stimulates growth, creative business development, challenges the status
quo and leads towards future visions. Now more than ever, the city recognizes art and
culture as the fourth pillar of sustainable development, following the work of the UNESCO
Creative Cities’ and United Cities and Local Governments’ Committee on Culture.
We believe that festivals are drivers of culture in our city. The point of being a festival city
is not only to put on events, but to build an open, engaging, dynamic environment that is
the basis for social and economic empowerment. This can only happen if the city as a
totality works together to harness its energy, power and emotion, to create job
opportunities and platforms for expression for artists and talent, from both near and far,
and to learn from the innovation that takes place when people feel they have the support
and freedom to create and to change the world through art.
The Krakow Festival Office, a municipal institution that is charged with carrying out the
city’s cultural and creative strategy, including the production of 12 of its flagship festivals,
leads this vision and acts as a platform for cooperation and development on behalf of the
City of Krakow.
We build community, develop the creative class, and link business and the arts. We
believe festivals help to create space – make space for the impulse for progress to
blossom.

I invite you to discover the Festival City of Krakow. 

Izabela Helbin
Director of the Krakow Festival Office



KRAKOW, POLAND



In 1978, Krakow’s Main Square was among the first sites listed on the UNESCO 

World Heritage List. It is the largest medieval square in Europe. The majority of  

festivals take place on or near this Square at neighboring ones. 



FESTIVALS IN KRAKOW: HISTORY

Krakow is a city that has been positioning and promoting itself through festivals for
years. It was the first city from behind the "Iron Curtain" to receive the title of European
Capital of Culture (together with Avignon, France; Bergen, Norway; Bologna, Italy;
Brussels, Belgium; Helsinki, Finland; Prague, Czech Republic; Reykjavik, Iceland; and
Santiago de Compostela, Spain) in 2000.

For the purposes of the project Krakow European Capital of Culture 2000, the city
established a municipal cultural institution called Krakow 2000 Festival Office already in
1997. This institution oversaw the implementation of the program, which consisted
largely of festival events and was not limited to the year 2000. In 1996 the Year of the
Theatre under the patronage of Andrzej Wajda was organized, in 1997, the Year of
Poetry took place with two Nobel Prize in Literature winners, Czesław Miłosz and
Wisława Szymborska, at the head; in 1998 Krzysztof Penderecki, world-renowned
composer and conductor oversaw the Year of Music; and 1999 marked the 12 month
celebration called the Festival of Central Europe.

These years marked a period when Krakow was looking West, locating the riches of
Krakow’s culture in the context of Western civilization. The Jagiellonian University,
International Cultural Centre and other cultural institutions developed strong
independent culture and new initiatives.
Not surprisingly this orientation paralleled Poland’s preparations to also join the EU. The
ECOC Year was held under the slogan of "Thought-Spirituality-Creativity" and was
designed to showcase the following:

 Thought: Intellectual achievements and traditions of the city, conferences with
international guests

 Spirituality: religious tradition of Central and Eastern Europe, encounters between
Eastern Orthodoxy, Judaism and Roman Catholics, Slavic paganism and more.

 Creativity: the works by greatest Polish 20th century artists and authors.

Under this guise numerous activities were organized, some of the most important of
which were the 4th Ludwig Beethoven Easter Festival, Krzysztof Penderecki Festival, The
Cycle of Great Interpretations, Seven Traditions Festival, Rozstaje | Crossroads Festival,
Stanisław Wyspiański Festival, Tadeusz Kantor Festival, Krakow Meetings of Poets from
East and West, Krakow Ballet Spring, and the Wawel 1000-2000 exhibition.

The brand of European City of Culture helped Krakow in its international presentation.
To this day, the brand is used by travel agencies, hotels, restaurants and organizers of
cultural life. The title showed us the direction for the development of modern Krakow,
unleashing social energy, a sense of pride and joint responsibility among the city’s
citizens. It was also a lesson in modern cultural project management: on that occasion,
a network of municipal information points was established, and in hard times the
festival itself prevented a drop in tourist traffic in the region.

Other fundamental priorities of the European City of Culture 2000 were “To stimulate
Krakow’s artistic life, including stimulation of the activity of the existing cultural
institutions” and to modernize the “the range of Krakow’s tourist opportunities
in such a way promoting the city in the international arena” – and these priorities were
completed.

Following the ECOC year, the period between 2003 – 2007 brought with it a boom of
investment in large scale projects for tourism. Culture was seen as a driver of tourism,
especially international, and the need for a re-energized market was felt as this was also
the time of the economic crisis in Europe. As powerful force in the revitalization
processes of the city and an impulse for economic growth, the city decided to dedicate
every month to one festival and to support the evolution of large-scale festivals and
cultural events aimed towards building an international cultural brand.

In 2008, on the initiative of the City of Krakow, a strategic project called 6 senses was
created in order to consolidate these efforts. This strategy aimed to capitalize on the
successes of the festivals and cyclical events being held in the city and to promote
Krakow through its cultural brands. The 6 senses program brought together unique
festivals and cultural productions carried out in Krakow, which had already established
themselves as European events, under one umbrella. All fields of art were represented
from classical music, literature and theater, cinema and independent electronic music.
The strategic goal and brand of Krakow as a City of Festivals was solidified in the city’s
fabric.

Over the years the 6 senses strategy required modification. The focus on building world
renowned, popular, and international events to strengthen the image of Krakow as a
Cultural Capital and the promotion of the highest cultural class, as a City of Festivals,
contemporary museums, opera, theater, and the arts, the unintended result was an
imbalance of energy and resources. Organizers of smaller-scale events and NGOs
became deprived of the funding necessary for their works to flourish. Luckily, between
2010 and 2013, the city began to experience another phase of openness to change and
development. It joined the UNESCO Creative Cities Network as well as the Network for
Innovation in Culture and Creativity in Europe. Krakow sought to adjust its strategies to
meet the standards of the four pillars of sustainable development and to expand its
global understanding.

In 2015 Krakow joined the Festival Cities Network, which brings together leading cultural
centers in the world that recognize festivals as tools for integrated promotion of culture
among residents and visitors, education, social engagement, skills development and
capacity building, and improving sense of pride, place and responsibility. Krakow intends
to develop new methodologies to study the impact of festivals on the city and to
strengthen international cooperation. Festivals are playing a key role in the new cultural
strategy of the city.



The Royal Castle, the former residency of  Polish kings. Under its Hill the annual 

St.John’s Festival, Dragon Parade and the Fête de la Musique fireworks show take place. 



COMMUNITY OVERVIEW SECTION 1



Krakow: A City of Open-Gates

Krakow is one of the most important centers of Polish and

European culture, widely recognized by the international

community for its cultural and historical heritage and contribution

to the achievements of world culture and civilization. In 1978, by

the decision of the UNESCO World Heritage Committee, Krakow

was inscribed on the first list of most valuable sites in the world,

and this included the area of the Old Town, Wawel Hill, and the

Jewish district of Kazimierz – the world’s second largest (after

Prague’s Josefov) complex of Judaic monuments. The city’s one-of-

a-kind atmosphere, which encompasses over 6000 priceless

architectural structures and an unmatched diversity and world-

class standard of cultural events led to Krakow earning the title the

European City of Culture in 2000, a distinction that allowed the city

to once again draw attention to the quickly developing cultural

infrastructure and modern life of the city.

On October 21, 2013, Krakow earned the title of UNESCO City of

Literature and became a member of the prestigious UNESCO

Creative Cities Network, making it the first city in continental

Europe to gain the distinction and the second non-native English

speaking one. The city was recognized for not only its rich literary

heritage, Nobel Prize in Literature winners, and literary education

programs, but also for its new and innovative technologies, vibrant

poetry scene, numerous bookstores and publishing houses, and

most importantly, two of the most well-established and flourishing

literary festivals in Central Europe – the Conrad Festival and the

Milosz Festival.

Krakow is a member of 7 European organizations and associations,

including the League of Historical Cities. The Organization of World

Hertiage Cities (OWHC), International Council on Monuments and

Sites (ICOMOS), Hansa League of New Time, European Cities

Marketing (ECM), European City Network ‘Cities for Children’ and

the Association of European Cities of Culture on the Year 2000

(AECC). Moreover, the city cooperates with numerous institutes

from around the world, including the UJ Confucious Institute, Polish

Institutes, Italian Culture Institute, French Institute, Russian Centre

for Culture and Language, and the Hungarian Center in Krakow.

What’s more, Krakow has been a member of the International

Cities of Refuge Network (ICORN) since 2011. ICORN was set up in

2005 and it is an organization that offers asylum to writers and

human rights defenders, who due to their creative work have

experienced persecution and cannot live and create freely in their

home countries. Krakow was the first member city from Central

and Eastern Europe to receive an invitation from ICORN to join the

network.

In 2015, Krakow joined the Festivals Cities Network as its 6th

member, alongside Adelaide, Barcelona, Berlin, Edinburgh and

Montreal. The network acknowledges that festivals are a growing

cultural phenomenon and, for a number of cities across the globe,

are fundamental to their identity and economic success.

That same year, the city also became a member for the Network

for Innovations in Culture and Creativity in Europe (N.I.C.E.), which

aims to promote the impact that culture has on urban

development and innovation.

More at: http://krakow.pl/

http://krakow.pl/


Kazimierz Jewish District, Szeroka Street where the Jewish Culture Festival

finishes with a public concert on the square



LOCATION AND CULTURE

Located in the heart of Central Europe, Krakow lies between
Berlin, Prague, Bratislava, Vienna, Budapest, Lviv and Vilnius, and
historically has served as one of the most important trade points
and cultural hubs of Europe. Krakow, covering an area of 327 km2,
is the second most populous city in Poland and the capital of the
Małopolska Region.

The city has a population of nearly 800,000 permanent residents
and over 200,000 students, who study at one of Krakow’s 23
higher education institutions, the oldest of which – the Jagiellonian
University, marked its 650th anniversary in 2014.

Krakow and its surrounding areas of the Małopolska region offer
unlimited opportunities for regular inhabitants, visitors and
tourists alike. The city is located in the vicinity of the Trail of the
Eagles’ Nests (Szlak Orlich Gniazd) – Royal fortresses dating back to
the times of the Piast and the Jagiellon dynasties – and the
Wooden Architecture Trail (with emphasis on historical Catholic,
Uniate and Orthodox churches, bell towers, old Polish manor
houses, wooden villas and open-air ethnographic museums).
Krakow’s suburbs include Wieliczka – a town with a UNESCO-listed
historic salt mine.

In Krakow, one will discover the treasures of the Old Town, the
historical monuments of the Jewish Kazimierz district and the
charm of Zwierzyniec, as well as the socialist realism atmosphere
of Nowa Huta. And only a few kilometers from the center – the
tranquility of the Benedictine Abbey in Tyniec towering over the
banks of the Vistula, or a little further, the picturesque landscapes
of the valleys near Krakow, Niepołomice Forest, Ojców National
Park and the exceptional underground chambers of the Salt Mine
in Wieliczka.

When following, by means of Krakow’s trails, in the footsteps of
kings, artists and scholars, one can sense and learn more about the

history, traditions and contemporary aspect of the whole of
Poland. The Register of Heritage currently lists 1236 monuments
(including 1024 within the strict conservation area called “historic
monument”). In total, 700 historic monuments are owned or
managed by the Municipality of Krakow.

Krakow is famous for the fact that nearly everything in the city is
within walking distance, allowing everyone the opportunity to
discover and explore, while enjoying the numerous cafes, pubs
and restaurants, full of life at almost every hour of the day and all
throughout the year.

Krakow is becoming an increasingly popular tourist destination. In
2015, over 10 million tourists came from all over the world in
order to enjoy this historic city. Krakow's attractiveness stems not
only from its surrounding natural beauty and historic sites but
from the City's lively and vibrant culture, which tries to take into
account the needs of a diverse group of inhabitants and guests.
Individual tourism in the city is particularly strong, as is pilgrimage
tourism and business tourism. Krakow, for instance, is the largest
center for business and corporate meetings, behind Warsaw.

Important to note is the fact that this city organizes over 150
festivals per year, many of which have rich traditions and regular
attendees. Every year new events crop up to dazzle new crowds.
Krakow is known not only for its numerous and traditional
museums, theatres, music institutes, world-class orchestras, but
also for its avant-garde scene – poetry salons and cabarets -- and
contemporary culture with nearly 2000 music and dance clubs,
restaurants, and cafes. Considering the concentration of people in
and around the Main Square and the Kazimierz District, it is safe to
say that this is the largest entertainment center in Europe.



MOCAK Contemporary Art MuseumMałopolska Garden of  Arts

Old Synagogue, Miłosz Festival poetry evenings take place in this special space.
Wieliczka Salt Mine, audience favorite for the 

Misteria Paschalia Festival



CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS

THEATERS:
Groteska, Łaźnia Nowa, KTO, Bagatela
Ludowy, VARIETE

MUSEUMS:

• Home Army Museum
• Photography Museum
• Historical Museum of the City of Krakow
• Museum of Municipal Engineering
• MOCAK Contemporary Art Museum
• PRL Museum

PUBLIC LIBRARIES:

• Krowoderska Public Library
• Nowohucka Public Library
• Podgórska Public Library
• Śródmiejska Public Library

CULTURE CENTERS:

• Nowohuckie Culture Center
• Śródmiejski Culture Center
• Dworek Białoprądnicki Culture Center
• Podgórze Culture Center
• Norwid Culture Center
• Kraków - Nowa Huta Culture Center

MUNICIPAL CONTEMPORARY ART GALLERY:

• Bunkier Sztuki Contemporary Art Gallery

REGIONAL CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS IN KRAKOW:

• Juliusz Słowacki Theater
• Scena STU Theater
• Krakow Opera
• Krakow Philharmonic
• Institute of Intercultural Dialogue
• Małopolska Institute of Culture
• SOKÓŁ Małopolska Center for Culture
• Cricoteka Centre for the Documentation of the Art of

Tadeusz Kantor
• Regional Public Library in Krakow
• Archeological Museum in Krakow
• Museum of Ethnography
• Home Army Museum
• Museum of Polish Aviation

Outside of Krakow, on the territory of the voivodeship, the
regional institutions include: Krzysztof Penderecki European
Centre for Music in Łusławice, Witkiewicz Theater in Zakopane,
Centre of Art in Mościce, Tatra Museum in Zakopane, Regional
Museum in Nowy Sącz, Regional Museum in Tarnów, and
more.

NATIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN KRAKOW:

National Museum in Krakow (12 branches, with one in
Zakopane), International Cultural Centre and the Polish Book
Institute

OTHER MUSEUMS:

Galicja Jewish Museum, Museum of Japanese Art and
Technology MANGGHA.



EtnoKrakow Music Festival celebrates Krakow as a crossroads of  cultures, 

religions, language, and arts. Artists come to Krakow for one of  the largest etno

music celebrations in Central Europe. 



PUBLIC SPACE

SQUARES

Krakow is a very centralized city with „all roads leading to the Main
Square”, which is the largest medieval square in Europe (4 ha).

Public life functions around the squares in the city, where fountains,
cafes, restaurants, markets and churches bring people together. The
Mariacki Sq., Small Sq., Szczepański Sq., Mary Magdalene Sq., Wolnica
Sq., Matejki Sq., Ghetto Heroes Sq., Jan Nowak-Jeziorański Sq.,
Inwalidów Sq., Podgórski Sq., and Central Sq. are some among the
many.

Cultural events, festivals, concerts and holiday markets are held on all
of these public squares. Electricity and water are available at each
open-air site.

PARKS

The historic center of Krakow is surrounded by a green belt, called
Planty, which demarcate at the site of the former city fortifications
(ramparts and moats). Planty was established in the years 1822 to
1830 and remain unchanged in their shape ever since.

The biggest recreational park in the city center is Henryk Jordan Park
and it is adjacent to the Błonie - a vast urban meadow (area of 48 ha).

Other parks include the Krakowski Park, Vincent de Paul Park,
Jagiellonian University Botanical Gardens (admission fee), Strzelecki
Park, Bednarski Park, River Garden Plaszów Park, Florian Nowacki
Planty, Kleparski Park, Młynówka Royal Park Polish Pilots Park,
Mistrzejowickie Planty, Bieńczycki Planty, City Hall Park, Swedish Park,
Nowa Huta Meadows, Borkowski Forest, Wolski Forest and
Zakrzówek/Twardowski Rocks are part of a much larger Bielańsko-
Tyniecki Landscape Park.

Another green area, frequented by locals are the boulevards along the
Vistula River. The center of Krakow also holds many gardens in church
courtyards and monasteries, to which access is restricted. In the city
there are also many allotments, or areas where residents have small
plots (2-3 ha) that are leased. The urban green landscape is
complemented also by the cemeteries in the city (Rakowicki,
Podgórski, New Jewish cemetery Remuh, Salwator).

MARKET SQUARES

Krakow has numerous marketplaces, among the largest and most
popular are: Old Kleparz , New Kleparz, Square at the Ponds, Market
Hall, Nowowiejski Sq., Imbramowski Sq., Dębnicki Market, New Square.

HOSPITALS AND EMERGENCY CARE

Public hospitals include the Żeromski, Rydygiera, Dietla, Narutowicz,
Military, MSWIA, University Centre of Oncology, University Children's
Hospital, and the Babinski Psychiatric Hospital

Among the private hospitals are Rafała, Bonifratri, Czerwiakowski, and
Ujastek.

Five emergency departments SOR, including the modern Center for
Injury, Emergency and Disaster Medicine are also available.

The medical infrastructure also includes tens of public and private
clinics and specialized surgical centers as well as centers open 24/7 in
order to service patients at night, on weekends and holidays in case of
emergencies.



Wianki Music Festival or Krakow’s version of  Fête de la Musique is a showcase of  

the best Polish contemporary music and designed for all age groups. Six stages take

over the city and feature different themes. Silent Disco rules the late hours. 



ECONOMY, EDUCATION AND 

ACCESSIBILITY 

In modern times, Krakow continues to be one of the most
important economic centers and hubs in Poland, with the private
sector developing greatly in the past 15 years. The city counts over
50 large multinational companies, including Google, IBM, Motorola,
Delphi, MAN SE, General Electric, Hewitt, HSBC, Hitachi, Phillip
Morris, Capgemini, Sabre Holdings, International Paper, Philip
Morris, RR Donelley, State Street, Comarch, and Lufthansa. In
recent years it has become the outsourcing capital of Central
Europe. The sector employs nearly 60 000 people in Krakow.

The main source of employment in Krakow is the service industry.
The city has a 6% unemployment rate, way below the national
average of 13%. Second to the service and outsourcing sector is the
education sector. Krakow boasts 23 higher education universities
(public and private) and over 200,000 students. This city is a center
of knowledge. The city’s younger generations propel the city into
very modern thinking, and the city has become a Mecca for start-
up companies as well as a center of Smart City and Eko City
investment.

Creativity is becoming the crucial type of economic capital in the
local economy as well. Krakow lives on the creative work of
scientists, engineers, artists, filmmakers, musicians, designers and
professionals in various fields of knowledge, who can overall be
termed the Creative Class.

There are many advantages to developing economic activities in
Krakow. Almost 9 million people live within a 100 km radius of the
city. What’s more, Krakow delivers over 40,000 highly and

professionally trained and educated graduates to the job market
each year. The possibilities are therefore endless.

On May 1st, 2004, Poland became a member of the European
Union, as part of the largest wave of expansion in the Union’s
history. On December 21, 2017, passport checks were abolished at
Poland’s border with Germany, Czech Republic, Slovakia and
Lithuania by a decision of the European Parliament, consequently
extending the Schengen Zone to nine new states, including Poland.
The Schengen area allows the countries in the area (26 in total) to
function as a singe country for the purpose of international travel,
with a common visa policy. This area encourages the free
movement of goods, information, money and people.

As of 1 May 2005 citizens of the EU countries are entitled to move
freely within the European Union/European Economic Area.
Krakow is a highly accessible city from all parts of the world. The
city holds the modern John Paul II International Airport Krakow-
Balice Ltd. While the airport services mainly European flights, it is
very easy and comfortable to transfer at any city to Krakow. In
addition, the Krakow-Balice airport is very well-connected with
Poland’s capital city, Warsaw, and the Chopin International Airport
(3 hours by rail) and the Katowice International Airport, just 100
km from Krakow. With the International Airport in Katowice-
Pyrzowice this makes up an ideal regional airline center that
attracts tourists and businesses to Krakow, especially as, with the
development of infrastructure and transport links, the Silesian
Metropolitan Area and Krakow are increasingly close to each other.



Barbakan, a fortified outpost once connected to the city walls. It is a historic gateway 

leading into the Old Town of  Kraków, Poland. Many historical reenactments are held here, 

as well as concerts and special events. 



EDUCATION, CONT’D

Krakow is definitely a university city, as it boasts the country’s
oldest, Jagiellonian University, and further 23 higher education
institutions (altogether 10 public and 13 private ones), which
employ over 22 000 people and educate over 200 000 students.

The leading Polish institution is the Jagiellonian, which was
recognized as the best university in Poland in 2015 according to
Polish rankings and the Times Higher Education Supplement. It is
the oldest and most important Polish university. Founded in 1364
as Studium Generale, the Jagiellonian University was modelled on
the University of Bologna. It was the second university, after the
University of Prague, to have been established in this part of
Europe. Krakow was famous for mathematics and astrology, and its
students included Nicolaus Copernicus.

JU has contributed to establishing a few other, important
universities in Krakow including the Agricultural University (UR),
University School of Physical Education (AWF), Pontifical University
of John Paul II and the Academy of Fine Arts. This range of
educational opportunities was further enriched with the later
establishment of the Pedagogical University. Krakow’s educational
landscape is complemented by excellent art schools.

The Jan Matejko Academy of Fine Arts is the oldest (founded in
1818) and most important art school in Poland. Graduates of the
Academy of Fine Arts include many major names in Polish
contemporary art and the following outstanding figures from the
arts world: Andrzej Wajda, Tadeusz Kantor, Józef Mehoffer,
Wilhelm Sasnal, and Xawery Dunikowski.

The Academy of Music dates back to 1888 when the Conservatory
of the Krakow Music Society was founded. Its famous alumni and
professors include Adam Rieger, Egon Petri,

Jan Hoffman, Artur Malawski, Roman Palester, Ada Sari, Eugenia
Umińska, and Bogusław Schaeffer. In 1972, the school’s famous
alumnus Krzysztof Penderecki was appointed the Academy’s
Rector.

Another important artistic institution which trains outstanding
Polish actors and theatrical directors is The Ludwik Solski State
Drama School (PWST) established in 1946. Some of the school’s
well-known alumni include Gustaw Holoubek, Jerzy Grotowski,
Jerzy Stuhr, Krystian Lupa, and Grzegorz Jarzyna.

Krakow is not only a powerful center of the humanities, but also a
major center for technical education. Research on technology and
the technological sciences is conducted by the AGH University of
Science and Technology and Krakow University of Technology. One
of the most important Polish business schools, and the largest one
in terms of the number of students, is the University of Economics.
Additionally, in 2010 Krakow saw the establishment of the National
Science Centre, an independent agency that provides grants for
scientific research to academic centers throughout Poland. A
branch of the Polish Academy of Sciences as well as the Polish
Academy of Arts and Sciences.

For many years now, Krakow has seen an increasing number of
foreign students thanks to international student exchange
programs as well as research and doctoral scholarships. Krakow has
always been an attractive educational center for young people
from abroad: Belarus, Ukraine and Russia. Today, students from
Western Europe and also the United States, Canada, South Korea
and China account for an increasingly large share of Krakow’s
university students. The Study in Krakow project promotes the city
and Krakow’s universities on the international arena and attracts
many students from abroad.

http://www.study-krakow.com/


Film Music Festival concert at the ICE Congress Centre draws a full house. The combination

of a live orchestra and choir performing in paralel to video footage / full screening of  a 

movie is an undeniably spectacular experience. 



PUBLIC OBJECTIVES AND SUPPORT

FOR FESTIVALS

Strategies adopted for the development of cultural infrastructure

The Krakow Development Strategy of 2005 and 2016,

Małopolska Region Development Strategy for 2011–2020, the

Małopolska Region Innovation Strategy for 2014-2020, the

Krakow Strategy for the Development of Tourism 2014 – 2020

and the Krakow Culture Strategy of 2016 (currently being

formalized) are the major strategic documents that provide

consistency to the direction adopted by the city authorities.

These documents guide the city’s activities designed to

consolidate the role of Krakow as a European metropolis with

important academic, cultural, and sporting functions.

Additionally, one of the priorities set forth by the documents

is the preservation of cultural heritage, including the revival of

historic built heritage and assuring the material and

institutional conditions for the development of culture in

combination with in innovative economy, festival, tourism,

business and leisure time industries.

Implementation of strategies of culture – culture management

The City of Krakow implements its culture development
strategies via two specialized institutions: Department of
Culture and National Heritage (DCNH) and the Krakow Festival
Office (KFO).

Department of Culture and National Heritage

This body supervises the activity of 28 municipal cultural

institutions and is responsible for the creation of the City’s

policy with regard to the sponsorship and promotion of

culture. It carries out the supervision of municipal cultural

institutions, museums, theatres and orchestras. It assigns

grants in the field of culture under the program of co-financing

of the creative activity of Krakow artists. It manages Artistic

Scholarships for artists and scientists, including young Krakow

artists, and a unique program enabling commercial art galleries

to function thanks to preferential rent rates. The Department is

also responsible for the co-operation of Krakow with the

Association of Polish Cities and the international organizations,

of which the City of Krakow is a member: the League of

Historical Cities, National Committee of the International

Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), Organization of

World Heritage Cities (OWHC).



Kazimierz is the old Jewish District of  Krakow, where one can find numerous

charming cafes, art galleries, bookshops and, of  course, perfect smaller squares

and outdoor/indor locations for festivals and live events, like the Jewish Culture

Festival of  the EtnoKrakow Crossroads Music Festival.



KFO AND THE FESTIVAL POLICY OF

KRAKOW

The KFO is the main platform of development of the leisure time
industry, the industry of meetings and cultural tourism in Krakow.
It is responsible for the integration and communication of
activities engaged in the culture of self-government and non-
governmental entities. It receives requests for cooperation,
requests for financial, logistical and programing support. It
provides know-how, contacts, partnerships, funding, logistical
support and human resources. It is responsible for dissemination
of knowledge about Krakow and its festivals abroad.

The Office was created in 1997 for the purpose of implementing
the tasks connected with the proper organization and promotion
of the cultural program for the European City of Culture 2000.
Several events that were organized at that time established the
position of the Office as an important organizer of Krakow cultural
events in the subsequent years. It also managed the 6 Senses
program. The value of the 6 Senses festival program was nearly
100 million PLN. The City spent around 35 million PLN per annum
for this purpose, whereas other costs are covered by partners and
co-organizers. According to the budget adopted by the city of
Krakow in 2015, the city will spend on culture about 240 zł per 1
inhabitant, Gdańsk (city in Northern Poland) about 160 zł, and
Wroclaw (2016 European Capital of Culture) about 510 zł. The
most important projects of the program were and continue to be
festivals such as: Misteria Paschalia, Sacrum Profanum, Film Music
Festival and Off Camera International Festival of Independent
Cinema. The idea of promotion of art in public space is fulfilled by
the Art Boom Festival (now Public View), which is devoted entirely
to contemporary art. Other important festival events include the
Photomonth in Krakow, the Unsound Festival, the Festival of
Polish Music as well as the Divine Comedy International Theatre
Festival. The presence of the two largest literary events in Poland:

the Miłosz Festival and the Conrad Festival emphasizes the role of
literature and other related artistic activities in the cultural
promotion and brand strategy of Krakow. Apart from the co-
ordination of the festival policy, the KFO implements the city’s
cultural policy and combines it with business, tourism and creative
industries.

The KFO manages also the tourism infrastructure in the city,
including InfoKrakow tourist information center. It is an operator
of city investments of key importance for the development of this
sector like the ICE Krakow Congress Centre and Tauron Arena. The
Office acts in support of the development of creative industries,
cultural tourism, the industry of meetings and leisure time
industries by building the awareness of this sector for the
development and economy of the city. It strives for the
development of creative industries, particularly the audiovisual
sector (through the Regional Film Fund mechanism and the
Krakow Film Commission), which supports not only the
implementation of film production, but also organizations,
industry events, including festivals, and the literary sector (KCL
Program). The KFO acts to the benefit of the local community by
reinforcing actions aimed at fulfilling the needs of inhabitants and
stimulating their activity. It supports other events in terms of
production and promotion.

misteriapaschalia.com
http://www.sacrumprofanum.com/
fmf.fm
http://www.offcamera.pl/
http://www.artboomfestival.pl/en
http://photomonth.com/en
http://www.unsound.pl/
http://www.fmp.org.pl/en/o_festiwalu/
http://www.boskakomedia.pl/
http://miloszfestival.pl/en/
http://en.conradfestival.pl/
http://www.icekrakow.com/
http://www.tauronarenakrakow.pl/
http://en.film-commission.pl/krakow-regional-film-fund.html
http://www.film-commission.pl/


Fireworks on the Vistula River draw tens of  thousands of                       

Krakowians and tourists. 



TOURISM AND THE HOTEL NETWORK

As the cultural capital of Poland, Krakow has seen a dramatic
increase in tourism. In 2015, the city welcomed 10,050,000
tourists, of which:

 73% Polish visitors | 27% international visitors
 17 % British, 16,5 % German, 11 % Spanish, 10 % Italian,

7 % French, 4,5 % Ukrainian, 4,5 % USA

Reasons for tourism include sightseeing, leisure, religious
pilgrimages, visiting friends and family, transit and
entertainment, and the most popular destinations are the
Royal Castle, Main Square, Kazimierz, Cloth Hall, Sanctuary of
Divine Mercy, St. Mary’s Basilica, Underground Museum and
Schindler’s Factory.

Krakow boasts 586 accommodation facilities total offering
more than 35,000 beds, including more than 15,000 beds (ca.
8,100 rooms) in 5 to 1* hotels. Hotels account for 25 % of all
buildings operating in the city and offer more than half (55 %)
of beds available in the city (2015). The city also has a well-
developed network of hostels and apartments for rent.

Guests visiting Krakow have over one hundred and thirty
hotels at their disposal. Then of them are five-star, twenty six
are four-star, seventy-two hotels are three-star and twenty-six
are one- and two-star. Among them, there are hotels
belonging to international hotel networks, e.g. Radisson Blu,

Sheraton, Hilton, Holiday Inn, as well as boutique hotels with
unique interiors. Moreover, there are more than four-
hundred facilities in the economy class (not encompassed by
categorization) in the city. Most of them are located in the
city center, whereas the prices for accommodation do not
differ from prices offered in other European hotels.

Numerous hotels offer facilities for conferences and business
meetings, as well business service centers. They ensure
organization of small meetings, for approx. 50 people, as well
as conferences for 300 - 700 participants.

The certificate of the high standard of Krakow hotels are
numerous awards received by them. "Holiday Inn" was
distinguished by the "2007 Quality Excellence Award"
statuette. "Qubus Hotel Krakow" also received high
evaluation in the industry; in 2008 it was recommended by
Forbes, whereas a year later it received a distinction awarded
by the Expedia booking system. Similar distinctions were also
granted to accommodation facilities in the economy class,
e.g. in 2008, Hostelworld.com evaluated "Hostel Flamingo" as
best in the world and in 2009 distinguished "Mamas Hostel."
These distinctions prove the fact that Krakow hotels have
reached the international level of services.



The Conrad International Literature Festival features award-winning as well as 

emerging writers and celebrates the diversity of  literature and its

interconenction with all art forms, like film, music, theater. 



TRANSPORT NETWORK

Krakow has a wide-ranging, reliable, and safe municipal transport
system. The MPK (Miejskie Przedsiębiorstwo Komunikacyjne S.A. w
Krakowie) serves many tram-lines and bus routes that stretch to
every point in the city of Krakow and even a touch beyond. The
system is quite easy to use and you have a number of options in
which to use the services of the MPK. It includes:
 576 buses (including 5 electric)
 396 trams
 21 tram lines
 71 urban bus lines (including 5 express lines)
 65 bus lines servicing the agglomeration (including 2 express

lines)

Krakow also has night tram transportation (2), local night bus
transport (11), and night buses to the wider agglomeration (4).

In Poland, there is the portal http://krakow.jakdojade.pl/, which
makes it easy to check bus and tram stops and their schedules. The
portal includes the largest cities in Poland, including Krakow.

The fast train that services the agglomeration has two lines, the
East-West (Tarnów - Trzebinia) and North-South (Sędziszów –
Podbory Skawińskie). These two lines they branch out to key
destinations, including the Balice airport and the Wieliczka Salt
Mine (listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1978).

Availability of Parking

Krakow has the most extensive paid parking zone in Poland. Zone
boundaries were changed on June 1, 2015 and now count eight:
P1, P2, P3, P4 , P5, P6, P7 and P8. Within P6 zone, there are five
subzones. The total of Krakow’s paid parking zones is 12 areas,
diverse in terms of size, number of available parking spaces and the
amount of parking meters.

The mobile application "InfoParking" contains information about
the paid parking zones and the location of the parking meters.
The city also has a dozen car parks (2 underground, the rest above
ground). One of them is municipally owned, the others are private
(office buildings, hotels, other investments such as malls)

The "Park and Ride" system is divided into three parking lots
located in the immediate vicinity of the existing tram loops of
Kurdwanów, Mały Plaszow and Bieżanów, allowing drivers to park
and take public transportation into the city center.

Sidewalks and bicycle paths

The pavements (due to dense development and the narrowness of
the streets) serve as parking spaces for cars, but sidewalk space left
for pedestrians may not be less than 2 m wide (in exceptional and
duly justified cases, 1.5 m).

Bikers have to their disposal a long system of cycle paths,
sidewalks, and roadways with dedicated zones for bicyclists. From
2013, there is a municipally appointed officer responsible for the
planning and development of cycling infrastructure and at the
same time an advocate for the rights of cyclists.

The city also offers public bike rental with:

 30 bike stations
 270 bicycles
 20 minutes for free

The website http://ibikekrakow.com also provides a city map
overlaid with a grid of bicycle paths, pedestrian and bicycle routes,
movement permitted for bicycles around city, right of way zones,
and bicycle lanes.

http://krakow.jakdojade.pl/
http://ibikekrakow.com/


An important component of  all our festivals is education of  our emerging talents and 

young creators. The Film Music Festival connects budding composers with established

veterans, including Academy Award winners, for the Master Class series. 



INFRASTRUCTURE

Krakow Arena
Krakow Arena is the biggest in Poland and one of the most modern
entertainment and sports venues in the world. It is located only 4 km
from the Main Square, surrounded by the picturesque Polish Aviators
Park. It is also very well connected with the rest of the city. Our
compound consists of two halls – a large one and a small one. The
main hall is primarily a huge arena, featuring a three-tiered theatre,
seating or standing on the court. The facility is very flexible in terms of
its configuration as the auditorium can be rearranged to meet the
organization requirements of any event. Its multi-functionality can
serve a variety of large-scale as well as medium-size events. Audiences
from 11 000 to nearly 20 000 can enjoy concerts, sporting events and
festivals in the space. Additional information can be found here.

CORT
The Tourist Service Center (CORT) is situated in one of the most
prestigious locations in Krakow – right next to the Vistula River, at the
foot of Wawel Hill. While named after one of its functions as a
InfoKrakow site, CORT is much more. It offers an open plan office
space that could fit close to 15 people. It is ideal for small size
gatherings or as a cooperative workspace. This site is also owned by
the city of Krakow.

Auditorium Maximum
Auditorium Maximum facility was officially opened by the Jagiellonian
University in 2005. It includes the main theatre for 1200 persons,
which can be divided into two smaller ones for 600 persons each if
necessary; one lecture room for 250 persons, two for 150 persons,
and one for 100 persons, as well as the necessary catering and
sanitary facilities. Click here for a virtual tour.

Villa Decius
The Villa Decius Palace is one of the most beautiful objects in Krakow.
It is the home of the Villa Decius Association, which works

to promote freedom of expression and speech, hosts numerous artists
and writers yearly during their residency programs and organizes
several workshops and short-term educational programs. It is also the
perfect site for a small to medium-size event such as a conference or
assembly.

Wyspiański Pavilion
The prestigious and award-winning Wyspianski Pavilion, a modern
building nestled in the very heart of the city, on the Royal Route,
between the Main Square and Wawel Castle. In this building, designed
by the world-renowned architect Krzysztof Ingarden, aside from a
conference hall fitted with professional equipment and used for
training and conference purposes as well as office space available for
the UCCN headquarter, there is an InfoKrakow information point, a
multimedia exhibition hall, and literary cafe at the lower level. The
façade of the Pavilion is decorated according to the original designs of
Stanislaw Wyspiański, eminent Polish playwright, artist, poet and
interior designer, with beautiful stained glass windows. For more
information, go to the website.

Exhibition and Conference Centre in Wawel Royal Castle can

welcome 120 guests.

Comarch Open Source Centre is designed to fit 700 people.

EXPO Trade Fair and Congress Centre has two exhibition halls:

Wisła (5000m²) and the Danube (4000m²) and Vienna (282 m²), Lviv
(234 m²), Budapest (207 m²), Prague (138m²) conference rooms and
four meeting rooms.

Stadiums
 Cracovia (15,000 capacity) and Wisła (33,300)
 Other small stadiums for soccer clubs

http://www.tauronarenakrakow.pl/
http://maximum.wkraj.pl/
http://villa.org.pl/villa/en/
http://en.biurofestiwalowe.pl/wyspianski-pavilion.html


READPL! a national campaign that promotes reading and digital technology use QR 

codes to bring readers ebooks to their fingertips. Download bestselling books for free

using the special app. This is a flagship Krakow UNESCO City of  Literature project.



RELEVANT MEMBERSHIP

In August 2015, Krakow was invited to join the pilot “Festival Cities Network”
established by the City of Edinburgh. Adelaide, Barcelona, Berlin, Edinburgh,
Kraków and Montreal are currently its members. The group works together to
share knowledge and experience, discuss collective problem solving, identify the
positive and negative factors that inform the relationships between festivals and
their host cities, and look at how to enhance or ameliorate them, test collective
problem solving across key cultural, social, economic and political issues that
affect cities with a strong cultural festival presence or identity, identify
phenomena that are likely to affect creative and business operations into the
future, identify leading practice and ideas that can be implemented in different
contexts, and cooperate on cost efficient benchmarking at highest international
level – active and continual

Based on membership in the network, festival directors in Krakow are now
considering entering into an agreement between the leading festivals in Krakow,
cooperating under one umbrella, with common goals, such as:

 Support one another’s development,
 Promote high-quality programming,
 Expand and improve engagement of and with audiences,
 Promote Krakow as a city of responsible festivals,
 Improve the connections between festivals and the local creative industry,

artists, academia, businesses,
 Strengthen common marketing techniques and strategies,
 Join resources and undertake joint actions.

This Alliance of independent festivals that together form an organizational
structure in which all are represented on equal terms and conduct regular
meetings, advocate for sustainable festival development and the health of the
festival ecosystem, address, study and communicate festival impact, and
maintain transparency and collectivity in decision-making.

At present the mission of Festivals Krakow is:
To develop, promote and protect the cultural resources of the city, by securing
the appropriate conditions for festivals and their activities to thrive and flourish,

 To create a platform of cooperation between festivals,
 To exchange of knowledge, good practices and experience,

 To decide on a catalogue of shared values and priorities,
 To prepare a common promotional, communication and marketing strategy,
 To prepare a common system of evaluation of festivals.

Moreover the values of the group are:

 Mutual support and cooperation,
 Providing original, fresh and innovative programs,
 Leading and supporting activities that are rooted in the place and contribute to

the cultural, social, and democratic development of local society,
 Ensuring equal access and participation for all audiences and artists,
 Realizing educational programs for children, youth and seniors in partnership

with specialized institutions,
 Supporting local artists, especially emerging talents,
 Promoting the ideals of cultural diversity and equality, open society, freedom of

speech and creative expression,
 Being mindful and active in programming eco-friendly events that are responsible

to the environment and elevate the quality of life in the city,
 Supporting innovation and creativity by developing deeper connections with the

business and tourism sectors and creative industries,
 Working towards the diversification of funding.

All the while, the strategic priorities of Festivals Krakow will include: Research
and Analysis (realization of a business plan and strategic based on evidence),
Investment (diversified systems of funding), Politics (influence on the cultural and
developmental politics of the city), City (Festivals as a source of the City’s success,
pride and balanced eco-system), Audiences, reputation and opportunity (shared
knowledge and skills for the health and long-term success of the festivals). The
short and long-term results will be the creation of new synergies between
festivals and their main partners; innovative and creative solutions to problems;
fostering the possibility for increased and improved cross-sectoral programming
opportunities; a common festival strategy and system of impact evaluation for
Krakow in the mid- to long-term; a common and coherent narrative for the
purpose of effective promotion of the City and its cultural offer; reaching new
audiences more effectively; developing a sense of pride and belonging to the City
among its citizens through festival; enhancing our links nationally and
internationally.



The Vistula Riverbank provides an incredible atmosphere and spectacular views. 

It is a focal point of  festivals such as Wianki or St. John’s. Here spectators are

enjoying the „Three Balloons and a Siren” Concert.



ART, CULTURE AND 
FESTIVALS IN KRAKOW

SECTION TWO



January
 Opera Rara
 Great Orchestra of Christmas Charity

February
 Shanties International Sailors Song Festival
 Children’s Theater Festival
 International Percussion Festival

March
 Opera Rara
 Misteria Paschalia
 Polish Animation Film Festival OFAFA
 Bach Days
 Travellers’ Festival
 Music and the World

April
 PaKA Cabaret Festival
 Jazz Festival in Krakow „Masters and Youngsters”
 Misteria Paschalia
 Netia Off Camera Film Festival
 Tischner Days
 International Triennale of Architecture
 Book and Rose Małopolska Book Days

May
 Miłosz Festival
 Orthodox-Church Music Meetings
 Krakow Ballet Spring
 Krakow Photomonth Festival
 Krakow Recycling Festival
 Krakow Film Festival
 Nowa Huta Musical Spring

June
 Krakow Film Festival
 Great Dragon Parade
 Jewish Culture Festival
 Opera Rara
 ArtBoom Festival
 St. John’s Fair
 Wianki

July
 EtnoKrakow/Crossroad Festival
 Polish Music Festival
 World Youth Day
 Krakow Summer Animation Days
 International Street Theatre Festival
 Summer Jazz Festival
 International Summer Organ Concerts Festival
 Summer on the roof
 Summer Chamber Concerts

August
 Music in Old Krakow Festival
 Court Dance Festival "Cracovia Danza"
 Fair of Folk Art in Krakow
 Krakow Live Music Festival
 Puente Del Tango – Festival of Argentine Tango in 

Krakow

September
 International Print Triennal
 International Contemporary Chamber Music 

Competition
 Sacrum Profanum Festival
 Małopolska Researchers’ Night

 Nowa Huta Guitar Autumn
 Podgórze Cultural Autumn
 Last Night of The Proms in Krakow

October
 Sacrum Profanum Festival
 Krakow Theatrical Reminiscences Festival
 Student Song Festival
 Opera Rara
 Krakow Festival of Fear, Disgust and Anxiety
 International Book Fair in Krakow
 Bajit Chadasz: Meetings with the Jewish Culture
 7xGospel Festival
 Unsound Festival
 Nuevo Mundo Festival
 Grechuta Festival
 Conrad Festival

November
 Krakow All Souls Jazz Festival
 Festival of Polish Music
 "Etiuda&Anima" International Film Festival
 Krakow Ballet(off) Meetings
 Audio Art Festival
 Materia Prima. International Festival of the Form 

Theatre
 World Press Photo

December
 Divine Comedy Theatre Festival
 Krakow Christmas Cribs Competition
 The International Contest of Young Jazz Bands 

"JAZZ JUNIORS”
 Opera Rara
 Silent Film Festival
 New Year’s Eve

CALENDAR OF SELECT EVENTS 2016

http://www.operarara.pl/en
http://www.wosp.org.pl/
http://www.shanties.pl/
http://nck.krakow.pl/festiwal-teatrow-dla-dzieci-krakow-2016/
http://www.percussionfest.amuz.krakow.pl/
http://www.operarara.pl/
http://www.misteriapaschalia.com/
https://www.facebook.com/OfafaFestiwal/
http://www.amuz.krakow.pl/event/21-dni-bachowskie-7/
http://3zywioly.pl/3zywioly/
https://www.facebook.com/Muzyka-i-%C5%9Awiat-135549536467819/?fref=nf
http://paka.pl/
http://www.krakow-jazz.pl/
http://www.misteriapaschalia.com/en
http://www.offcamera.pl/en/
http://dni.tischner.pl/program
http://www.mta2009.pl/EN_index.html
http://www.ksiazkairoza.pl/
http://miloszfestival.pl/en/
http://krakow.pl/miasto_z_kultura/2022,artykul,krakowskie_spotkania_z_muzyka_cerkiewna.html
http://krakow.pl/miasto_z_kultura/2023,artykul,krakowska_wiosna_baletowa.html
http://www.photomonth.com/en
http://krakow.pl/miasto_z_kultura/2066,artykul,lato_na_dachu.html
http://www.krakowfilmfestival.pl/en/
https://www.facebook.com/nhwiosnamuzyczna
http://www.krakowfilmfestival.pl/en/
http://www.paradasmokow.pl/
http://www.jewishfestival.pl/en/
http://www.operarara.pl/en
http://www.artboomfestival.pl/en
http://krakow.pl/miasto_z_kultura/6217,artykul,jarmark_swietojanski_.html
http://www.wianki.krakow.pl/en
http://www.etnokrakow.pl/about-festival
http://www.fmp.org.pl/
http://www.krakow2016.com/
http://www.ksad.pl/
http://krakow.pl/miasto_z_kultura/2064,artykul,miedzynarodowy_festiwal_teatrow_ulicznych.html
file:///C:/Users/jjochym/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/U3B42UC0/Summer Jazz Festival
http://krakow.pl/miasto_z_kultura/2058,artykul,miedzynarodowy_festiwal_-_letnie_koncerty_organowe.html
http://krakow.pl/miasto_z_kultura/2066,artykul,lato_na_dachu.html
http://krakow.pl/miasto_z_kultura/2068,artykul,festiwal_letnie_koncerty_kameralne.html
http://krakow.pl/miasto_z_kultura/2071,artykul,miedzynarodowy_festiwal_muzyka_w_starym_krakowie.html
http://krakow.pl/miasto_z_kultura/2072,artykul,festiwal_tancow_dworskich__quot_cracovia_danza_quot_.html
http://krakow.pl/miasto_z_kultura/2073,artykul,targi_sztuki_ludowej.html
http://livefestival.pl/pl/O-FESTIWALU2
http://krakow.pl/miasto_z_kultura/2075,artykul,puente_del_tango___festiwal_tanga_argentynskiego_w_krakowie.html
http://www.en.triennial.cracow.pl/MTG'15/Introduction/
http://krakow.pl/miasto_z_kultura/2077,artykul,miedzynarodowy_konkurs_wspolczesnej_muzyki_kameralnej_.html
http://sacrumprofanum.com/en/3/0/489/about-festival
http://nocnaukowcow.malopolska.pl/
http://krakow.pl/miasto_z_kultura/2080,artykul,nowohucka_jesien_gitarowa.html
http://krakow.pl/miasto_z_kultura/2081,artykul,podgorska_jesien_kulturalna.html
http://krakow.pl/miasto_z_kultura/2082,artykul,last_night_of_the_proms_in_cracow.html
http://sacrumprofanum.com/en/3/0/489/about-festival
http://krakow.pl/miasto_z_kultura/2012,artykul,miedzynarodowy_festiwal_teatralny__quot_krakowskie_reminiscencje_teatralne_quot_.html
http://krakow.pl/miasto_z_kultura/2083,artykul,studencki_festiwal_piosenki.html
http://www.operarara.pl/en
http://miastoliteratury.pl/krakowski-festiwal-amatorow-strachu-obrzydzenia-i-niepokoju-kfason-2015/
http://event.targi.krakow.pl/pl/strona-glowna/targi/targi/20-miedzynarodowe-targi-ksiazki-w-krakowie/o-targache7cf7f.html
http://krakow.pl/miasto_z_kultura/2084,artykul,spotkania_z_kultura_zydowska_bajit_chadasz.html
http://www.7xgospel.com.pl/en/home-3/
http://www.unsound.pl/dislocation/info
http://krakow.pl/miasto_z_kultura/2089,artykul,nuevo_mundo_festival_.html
http://grechutafestival.pl/
http://en.conradfestival.pl/p/9,idea
http://krakow.pl/miasto_z_kultura/2091,artykul,krakowskie_zaduszki_jazzowe.html
http://www.fmp.org.pl/en/
http://etiudaandanima.com/en/
http://nck.krakow.pl/krakowskie-spotkania-baletoffowe/
http://www.audio.art.pl/
http://materiaprima.pl/language,2
http://bunkier.art.pl/?wystawy=world-press-photo-15
https://en.boskakomedia.pl/zalozenia
http://www.mhk.pl/news/14
http://www.jazzjuniors.pl/2015/en/contest
http://www.operarara.pl/en
http://www.festiwalfilmuniemego.pl/


A strategic goal and action of  all festivals is to be environmentally-friendly and 

to contribute to the improvement of  the space and surroundings of  the festival

area. Lots of  our festivals bring people out into green areas and the outdoors.



KRAKOW AND ART

Grottger, Weiss, Malczewski, Opalka, Kantor, Wyspiański,

Mehoffer, Matejko, Boznańska. Just a few of the biggest name

in Polish art. The Academy of Fine Arts in Krakow is a

celebrated institution with a grand tradition and impressive

track record of producing some of the finest artists in the

world. Contemporary artists also have found a home in

Krakow: Bujnowski, Sasnal, Maciejowski. They represent

great traditions of experimentation and the avant-garde. Their

work can be seen in one of the numerous art galleries around,

like Bunkier Sztuki or Starmacha.

The most important contemporary art festival takes place in

Krakow – Art Boom. This festival brings art into public space,

revitalizing the city in the process. Krakow is also the host of

the first in Poland Museum of Contemporary Art MOCAK.

This city offers a system of residencies for artists and funding

for art galleries. It is a center of photography and every year it

brings this art form to the fore with the Photography Month in

Krakow, a unique festival in this part of Europe.

Here you will see some of the greatest works of art, like Da

Vinci’s “Lady with Ermine” or Wyspiański’s towering stained

glass windows. The museum network counts over 100

branches and there is something for everybody.

In recent years, Krakow has also become a hub of Polish

design. May companies have chose this inspiring cities as their

headquarters. The city offers a clothing design academy,

design fair, expositions, and modern collectives of artists.

Design clusters have developed particularly well in up-and-

coming neighborhoods of the city: Zabłocie and Podgórze,

right alongside visual art, media and new music communities.



ART BOOM
CONTEMPORARY ART FESTIVAL



ART BOOM

The ArtBoom Public Art Festival is the largest event presenting art in the
public space in Krakow. It is interdisciplinary and international in nature ―
projects combine contemporary art, performance and happenings with
music and social activities.

The festival of visual arts is entirely dedicated to modern art, design and
architecture. City public space becomes a great art manifestation –
installations, new media, murals, painting, sculpture and others. Art Boom
presents artists working in various media, but also activities of social
character and niche projects, for which space in a gallery is too sterile;
which require confrontation with the viewer.

The festival fulfils the function of a bridge connecting young, debuting
artists with specialists in these fields. In concentrating attention mainly to
visual arts, a series of separate artistic events are also presented. It
enables confrontation of the Polish artistic scene with world art, indicating
Krakow as an artistic place – international dialogue. Among the artists of
the festival the following personalities appeared: Jenny Holzer, Pipilotti
Rist, Roman Signer, Mirosław Bałka, Paweł Althamer, Rafał Bujnowski,
Joanna Rajkowska, Jadwiga Sawicka, Norman Leto and others.

From 2016 Art Boom will take on a bi-annual format alternating with a
year of educational workshops and industry development activities, called
Public View [Widok Publiczny]

FAST FACTS:
Annual event held in September
 Started in 2009
Tens of thousands of audiences of public art
Organizers: Krakow Festival Office, Bunkier Sztuki Contemporary Art

Gallery, and the City of Krakow
Website: www.artboom.pl and www.widokpubliczny.pl/





KRAKOW AND THEATER

Krakow is a city of theatrical experiment. The first national

stage in the city – the Stary (Old) Theater – was founded in

1781. The Stary Theater trampolined actors, such as Helena

Modrzejewska, the world famous icon of 19th century drama.

Theater is continually a staple of Krakowian culture. The

Słowacki Theater, built in 1893, was the birthplace of the

Young Poland movement as well as the first venue to stage

Stanislaw Wyspiański’s productions. In the 1960s and 1970s

saw the most outstanding personalities of the Polish scene

coming of age here: Jerzy Jarocki, Andrzej Wajda, Konrad

Świnarski and Tadeusz Kantor. Kantor founded the Cricot 2

Theater and became a pioneer of contemporary theater. In

total, Krakow holds over 15 theaters. While the traditional

theater scene remains strong and popular, the alternative stage

springs Polish theater into the future of performance and stage

design. These include the New Theater, Łaznia Theater,

Baraka Theater and Stu Theater.

The most important showcase of Polish theater is the Divine

Comedy Festival. The most prominent Polish theatre critics,

journalists, and reviewers are invited to select the shows,

which will be included in the contemporary Polish theatre

showcase. Apart from Polish theater, competing for the Best

Show of the Year title and the Divine Comedian prize, there

are also foreign theatre groups, and meetings with

philosophers, theatre theoreticians, and critics that accompany

the festival. Thanks to their choices, the largest stages in

Krakow host the best spectacles of the season, and an

independent international jury selects the winner of the Divine

Comedian prize.



DIVINE COMEDY
POLISH THEATRE FESTIVAL 



DIVINE COMEDY

Divine Comedy is a theatre celebration during which the best Polish theatrical
pieces of the year are presented in a true Polish showcase. Apart from Polish
shows, competing for the „Best Show of the Year” title and the „Divine
Comedian” prize, there are also foreign theatre groups, and meetings with
philosophers, theatre theoreticians, and critics accompany the festival with
philosophers, theatre theoreticians, and critics.

Most prominent Polish theatre critics, journalists, and reviewers are invited to
select the shows, which will be included in the contemporary Polish theatre
showcase. Thanks to their choices, the largest stages in Krakow host the best
spectacles of the season, and an independent international jury selects the
winner of the Divine Comedian prize.

Bartosz Szydłowski, Divine Comedy Art Director, has been quoted for saying: "I
want there to be a buzz that our guests feel. I want a vibrant theater life in
Kraków, both on the stage and in the audience. I am certain that during these
December days theatre will impose itself as a lifestyle in our city”. The reaction
of the audience and critics to all the editions thus far proves that this aim has
been accomplished.

“It is the festival Krakow has been waiting for. The most important events of the 
current theatre season in Poland come together in a single place. Performances 
prepared by Warlikowski, Jarzyna, Kleczewska, Lupa and Zadara are held one 
after another. The jury is international, taking a fresh look with no Krakowian 
bias. Bravo!” Łukasz Gazur, Dziennik Polski

FAST FACTS:
Annual event held in December
 Started in 2008
5 000 audiences
Organizers: Krakow Festival Office, Łaźnia Nowa Theatre, and the City of Krakow
Website: www.boskakomedia.pl





KRAKOW AND LITERATURE

Although Krakow is a young UNESCO City of Literature (the
title was earned in 2013), it has centuries old tradition in
literature. The first scriptoria were established her in the 11th

century, and its publishing tradition dates back to the 16th

century, with the first book published in Polish in 1508.
Contemporarily Krakow boasts a limitless list of poets and
writers. None stand out as much, however, as the Nobel Prize
in Literature winners, including Czesław Miłosz (The Captive
Mind and Native Realm, Nobel 1980) and Wisława
Szymborska (Calling Out to Yeti and People on Bridge, Nobel
1996).

Krakow is a city of over 80 bookstores and 30 antiquarian
booksellers, nearly 65 library branches, literary cafes and
quiet spots for readers, poetry soirees, salons, and slams!
Here we organize the Night of Poetry, the Joseph Conrad
Festival and the Czesław Miłosz Festival.

This city hosts the largest International Book Fair in Poland
and organizes illustrious awards for critics, poets and writers.
Since earning its title in October 2013, the City of Literature
program realized several projects, such as the literary map of
Krakow, Creative Writing Course, ReadPL! a national digital
library campaign, and the City Codes project, which allows
people to scan QR codes, read and listen to fragments of
poems and prose of some of the best writers associated with

Krakow. The city now has on its horizon two large scale
projects, including the revitalization and modernization of
municipal libraries, which will lead to their integration and
the formation of one administrative center called Biblioteka
Krakow, and the creation and development of a Centre for
Polish Language and Literature, which would house
collections of literature, serve as a museum, work towards
the digitalization of treasured literary works, provide
workshops and trainings for young writers, artists, children
and adults, provide residency opportunities for writers, and
much more. There projects are the result of ten main
priorities that the City of Literature wishes to realize as part
of its strategy, including:
 Integrate a rich and diverse literary sector
 Create linkages: literature, new media, creative 

industries
 Influence reading trends
 Organize literary events and festivals
 Support the development of the publishing sector
 Initiate and support the presence of literature in 

public spaces
 Develop literary scholarship programs
 Advance the connections between literature and 

human rights
 Strengthen international cooperation in the field of 

literature
 Support literary education



CONRAD INTERNATIONAL
LITERATURE FESTIVAL



CONRAD FESTIVAL

The Conrad Festival – organized by the City of Krakow, the Krakow Festival
Office and the Tygodnik Powszechny Foundation – is the largest
international literary event in Poland and one of the largest in Europe.

Our goal is the presentation of world literature created in various corners of
the globe, rooted in diverse cultures, stemming from diverse experiences,
as well as initiating intensive artistic and social discussions. We are creating
a place in Krakow where writers, readers, professionals and amateurs can
meet. The participants of our debates, workshops, film and theatre shows,
concerts, exhibitions, literary walks, urban games and interactive activities
co-create a language that can be used to creatively and responsibly describe
the modern world.

The festival is not dedicated to the work of Joseph Conrad, who instead is a 
symbolic patron of our international undertaking. Conrad connected 
different traditions. He is a universal symbol of international literary 
communication. The festival invites authors from all over the world to 
Krakow, to build on this understanding. Per Olov Enquist, Etgar Keret, Pascal 
Quignard and Amos Oz, as well as Nobel laureates  Svetlana Alexievich, 
Herta Müller and Orhan Pamuk have all been guests. 

In 2016, the Conrad Festival was shortlisted for the London Book Fair „Best
Literary Festival” Prize. It grants the Conrad Award for best debut book and
supports writers of all backgrounds and ages through its writing workshops.
The Festival takes place parallel to the Krakow International Book Fair.

FAST FACTS:
Annual event held in October
 Started in 2009
20 000 audiences
Organizers: Krakow Festival Office, Tygodnik Powszechny Foundation, and

the City of Krakow
Website: www.conradfestival.pl





MIŁOSZ INTERNATIONAL
POETRY FESTIVAL



MIŁOSZ FESTIVAL 

The Miłosz Festival is the largest celebration of poetry in Poland and in
Central Europe. The biggest names of world literature attend every edition.
The festival emerged from Meetings of Poets of the East and the West,
organized by Wisława Szymborska and Czesław Miłosz in 1997 and 2000 in
Krakow. Five years after Czesław Miłosz died, the Polish Book Institute
organized first edition of the festival entitled “The Captivated Mind”.

The Miłosz Festival asks an important question about the place of poetry in
the modern world. The 4th edition of the festival, inspired by “Book of
Luminous Things” by Czesław Miłosz, his private anthology of contemporary
world poetry, put poets in the role of critics of today’s poetry and allows
them to predict the condition of this art in years to come.

As of 2016 the Miłosz Festival also inaugurated the OFFMiłosz program,
which showcases experimental and avant-garde poetry. The festival also
takes place in paralel to the Children’s Literature Festival, Krakow Poetry
Night and the Wisława Szymborska Poetry Award. A true poetic cluster!

Krakow was visited by outstanding poets, representatives of many cultures
and places in the world – Charles Simic (USA), Robert Hass (USA), Ruth
Padel (UK), Valzyna Mort, (Belarus/USA), Marie Lundquist (Sweden), Uroš
Zupan (Slovenia), Michael Ondaatje (USA), Adonis (Syria/France), Breyten
Breytenbach (France), and Olga Sedakova (Russia), among others.

FAST FACTS:

Annual event held in June
 Started in 2009
5 000 audiences
Organizer: Krakow Festival Office, City of Literature Foundation, and the City

of Krakow
Website: www.operarara.pl

http://fldd.pl/2016/
http://www.krakowskienoce.pl/
http://www.szymborska.org.pl/the-prize.html




KRAKOW AND MUSIC

Krakow’s musical traditions are as rich as its literary

heritage. Gregorian chant was performed at the

Wawel as early as the 11th century, and the royal

court was associated with the most outstanding

personalities of Renaissance and Baroque music. In

contemporary times, the city may boast of numerous

theaters, like the Krakow Opera and the Krakow

Philharmonic, musicians and conductors, such as

Krzysztof Penderecki and Zbigniew Preisner, and

festivals, including Opera Rara, Misteria Paschalia,

and Sacrum Profanum, AudioArt and Unsound. These

high-calibre festivals combine new electro-acoustic

technology, new media, electronica, and

contemporary composers for a vibrant and new

musical reality in our city.

Krakow is a city that integrates the old with the new

constantly, so while it is home to the famous Capella

Cracoviensis, a historic and traditional chamber

orchestra using period instruments, it also possesses

one of the best centers of contemporary music in

Poland, whose mentor is Krzysztof Penderecki This

conductor is also the founder of the Sinfonietta

Cracovia.

Our city is also the center of etno music, with the only

Jewish Culture Festival of its kind in the world, the

Crossroads (Rozstaje) Festival, and klezmer, ethnic

and folk music traditions. Moreover, jazz is king in

Krakow. We celebrate modern artists and jazz

musicians including Tomasz Stańko, Zbigniew Seifert,

Michal Urbaniak and Jan Ptaszyn Wróblewski.

Krakow offers several large-scale jazz festivals and

competitions, such as The Old and Young, Alchemia,

Zaduszki, Jazz Juniors and the Seifert competition.

Here you will find tens of music schools, nearly 100

choirs, among them the prestigious Polish Radio Choir,

children’s orchestras and choirs and the Pro Musica

Mundi federation.



OPERA RARA
INTERNATIONAL OPERA FESTIVAL



OPERA RARA

The idea of creating an annual opera cycle based on ambitious productions
triumphing on stages of the most important opera theatres and festivals in
Italy, France, Great Britain or Germany, is a brave project of presenting in
Krakow works from the freshest European circulation.

This exclusive cycle focuses on reconstructions of forgotten or lost works
interpreted by leading artists – music ensembles, soloists and conductors
specializing in performing masterpieces of early music. Krakow’s stages host
some of the finest operatic performances from Paris, Milan and Venice. The
cycle features ensembles such as Europa Galante, Le Poème Harmonique and
Accademia Bizantina, and outstanding soloists including Philippe Jaroussky,
Ann Hallenberg, Roberta Invernizzi and Sonia Prina. Opera Rara quickly
gained popularity among critics and the public: the concerts are visited by
music lovers from across Europe, with tickets selling out weeks before each
event.

FAST FACTS:

Annual event started in 2009
Cyclical, 4 editions per year
3 500 audiences
Organizer: Krakow Festival Office and the City of Krakow
Website: www.operarara.pl





MISTERIA PASCHALIA
EARLY MUSIC FESTIVAL



MISTERIA PASCHALIA
The Misteria Paschalia festival, Krakow’s trademark early music festival, is
one of Europe’s most important events focusing on Renaissance and
Baroque music. It has earned a great reputation thanks to its carefully
developed image, integrated concept and carefully selected programme. It
presents a wide repertoire featuring new projects prepared especially for
Misteria Paschalia. The formula is based on presenting music linked to the
Holy Week and Easter, performed by masters and outstanding interpreters
of early music. For the last decade, the festival has been attracting music
lovers from across the country, as well as promoting Kraków as a city
hosting cultural events on a global scale. In 2016, Misteria joined the
European Day of Early Music celebrations organized by REMA.

“In terms of interpretations, Misteria Paschalia is an exclusive festival of 
early music, gathering some of the finest European ensembles specialising
in this field. (...) In just a few years, the event has become a brand attracting 
music lovers from all over the country, as well as promoting the city. Never 
before have we had such a European-scale festival.”
Jacek Hawryluk, Gazeta Wyborcza

FAST FACTS:
Annual event held during the Easter Week
 Started in 2004
8 000 audiences
Organizers: Krakow Festival Office and the City of Krakow
Website: www. misteriapaschalia.com





SACRUM PROFANUM
CONTEMPORARY MUSIC FESTIVAL



SACRUM PROFANUM
Held every September since 2003, the spellbinding Sacrum Profanum presents
music of the 20th century. The festival is one of the most important of its kind in
Europe; its reputation is supported by the participation of some of the finest
contemporary music ensembles, including Bang on a Can All-Stars, London
Sinfonietta and Ensemble Modern. The week-long event boldly combines art music
with other contemporary genres, inviting performers such as the legendary
Kraftwerk, the guru of modern electronic music Aphex Twin, and Icelandic
favourites Sigur Rós.

Sacrum Profanum is also famous for its gala concerts in the post-industrial hall at
the ArcelorMittal Poland tinning plant. The festival is recommended by the leading
monthly magazine “Gramophone”, BBC Music Magazine and Mezzo Television, and
has received numerous distinctions.
The prestige of Sacrum Profanum Festival is enhanced by the presence of artists
regarded as icons of contemporary music, for example in 2011 Steve Reich, the
master of minimalism, celebrated his 75th birthday in Krakow. In 2013, Sacrum
Profanum featured its first ever prelude concert in June with a performance by
Portishead, heralds of trip hop.

Every year Sacrum Profanum events are reported on by over 160 journalists from
Poland and abroad.

FAST FACTS:

 Annual event held in October
 Started in 2003
 11 - 12 000 audiences
 Organizers: Krakow Festival Office and the City of Krakow
 Website: www.sacrumprofanum.com





WIANKI
FÊTE DE LA MUSIQUE



Wianki - Fête de la Musique

In Krakow, we welcome the summer by the Vistula: the Wianki festival, held
during the weekend closest to St. John’s Eve, is much more than the
traditional competition for the most beautiful garland and the ever-popular
fireworks display by Wawel Castle.

The event is filled with music, coming from the massive stage constructed on
the river and from in front of the building of the nearby Tourist Service Centre;
previously featured stars include Lenny Kravitz and Jamiroquai. In 2013, the
event recalled outdoor summer concerts held in Vienna and Berlin: over three
days, the stages resounded with classical music, jazz, rock, big beat, and world
music. The event also evokes ancient Slavic celebrations thanks to the St.
John’s Fair held at the same time at the foot of Wawel Hill.

Wianki has systematically developed its position as one of the best showcases
of contemporary Polish and world music, and perhaps the best integrator of
the music sector in the city, linking music clubs and stores together in holistic
ways in order to put a true celebration of music for the people.

“For the first time, the Philharmonic has come out to meet the people;
Krystyna Prońko and Grażyna Łobaszewska were as enchanting as ever, and we
had a chance to hear Bach for hipsters and soulful Janis Joplin. (...) Cracovians
flocked in their thousands, and even the weather performed on the day.”
Mateusz Borkowski, Gazeta Wyborcza

FAST FACTS:

 Annual event held in June
 Started in 2009
 100 – 150 000 audiences
 Organizers: Krakow Festival Office and the City of Krakow
 Website: www.wianki.krakow.pl





ETNOKRAKOW CROSSROADS 
MUSIC FESTIVAL



ETNOKRAKOW FESTIVAL

The EtnoKraków Festival is an unprecedented combination of two
international events dedicated to ethnic music: the Euroradio Folk Festival
review organized by Polskie Radio and the European Broadcasting Union,
and the Rozstaje / Crossroads Festival Kraków.

More than 200 musicians representing countries from four continents
perform at close to 50 concerts and dance nights in exceptional festival
locations. An extensive program includes performances by many
international stars of ethnic music from Europe, South America, Sub-
Saharan Africa and Asia, as well as dancing, workshops and instrument fairs.
All of this will be thanks to the cooperation of experienced and
distinguished institutions that promote folk music.

Festiwal Rozstaje / Crossroads Festival Krakow, established in 1999, is one of
the most important world music festivals in Poland and this part of Europe,
presenting the best artists of the international and Polish ethno, world
music, folk and ethnojazz scenes, as well as traditional scene groups.

„ROZSTAJE / CROSSROADS Festival Krakow has filled Krakow with a palette
of musical colours from all continents for 17 years. In addition to presenting
traditional sounds, we create a space for new music inspired by and born
from sources in the urban hustle and bustle” says Jan Słowiński, Artistic
Director of the Rozstaje Festival.

FAST FACTS:
 Annual event held in July
 Started in 1999
 15-20 000 audiences
 Organizers: Polish Radio [Polskie Radio], the European Broadcasting Union,

Crossroads of Culture and Tradition Association, as well as the Krakow Festival
Office and the City of Krakow

 Website: www.etnokrakow.pl/l





KRAKOW AND FILM

Krakow is a vibrant film center offering spacious interiors and

well-equipped studios that carry out all stages of film

production. Due to the role of Krakow in Polish history, it was

quite natural for Andrzej Wajda (Katyń) and Steven Spielberg

(Schindler’s List) to shoot their films in Krakow. Other directors

associated with Krakow are Roman Polański, Janusz Kamiński,

Magdalena Piekorz, Sławomir Idziak, and Wojciech

Smarzowski.

The city also hosts a number of cultural events aimed at film

lovers, including one of Europe’s oldest festivals devoted to

documentaries, animated films and shorts, the Krakow Film

Festival (established over 50 years ago), Etiuda & Anima

International Film Festival, Film Music Festival, Off Camera

International Festival of Independent Cinema, and Silent Film

Festival. Moreover, the Krakow Regional Film Fund and the

Krakow Film Commission are two pioneering projects in Poland

that have pushed the city into the modern film industry. Gremi

Film Production SA and Alvernia Studios are modern

compounds located close to Krakow that are capable of

completing the most complex production and post-production

projects.

The city hosts three film award ceremonies: Smok Smoków

(Dragon of the Dragon’s), Off Camera and Trzy Korony (Three

Crowns). The Off Plus Camera Festival offers one of the largest

and most impost awards for independent films of $100,000.

What’s more the city is home to a wide and diverse network of

movie theaters (over 20), including the Pod Baranami (Under

the Rams) movie theater, which is deemed the best in Europe

due to its selection.

Krakow is not only an attractive location for film directors, but

also an important center of film services, production and post-

production activities. It has a well-developed animation culture

and is moving quickly in its development of video games,

particularly due to the fact that Krakow’s Technological Park

includes the European Gaming Academy.



FILM MUSIC FESTIVAL 



FILM MUSIC FESTIVAL

FILM MUSIC FESTIVAL

The Film Music Festival in Krakow (FMF), organised by the Krakow Festival
Office and RMF Classic, is a captivating showcase of the highest quality
musical interpretations of the moving image and one of the most important
festivals in the world of film music. Performed by leading musicians and
orchestras in Europe and the world, the festival provides a unique concert
experience by setting it to live screenings of the world’s most spectacular
films, well-known for their dazzling cinematography, top-class direction,
enthralling plots, and emotive acting. The Festival takes pride in its diversity
of featured music and film, all-star roster and the diversity and size of its
audience.

The 2016 edition brought in 40 000 audiences. From retrospective
performances of the classics to exclusive ceremonies distinguishing
contemporary favorites and celebrating international superstars of the
industry, the event’s boldness in production, innovativeness in the sphere of
sound and film technology, and outstanding talent is an annual showcase of
the best in the film music industry. The Film Music Festival in Krakow has
become one of the most widely-recognized Polish cultural exports around
the world that has delighted fans since its inception.

„Krakowians, You have the best Film Music Festival in the world”
Hans Zimmer, composer

FAST FACTS:
Annual event held in May
 Started in 2007
40 000 audiences
Organizers: Polish Radio [Polskie Radio], the European Broadcasting Union,

Crossroads of Culture and Tradition Association, as well as the Krakow
Festival Office and the City of Krakow

Website: www.fmf.fm



Film Music Festival



JARMARK ŚWIĘTOJAŃSKI
ST. JOHN’S FESTIVAL



ST. JOHN’S FESTIVAL

Jesters, travelling musicians, preachers, pilgrims, merchants and hucksters
flock to Kraków from far and wide, brought by the magic of the summer
solstice. For three days, visitors travel back in time to the St. John’s Fair of
old Kraków. The Czerwieński Boulevard by Wawel transforms into a
Medieval village with colorful pageants of merchants, burghers, knights and
ladies, bringing with them long-forgotten fashions and reviving ancient
crafts and traditions. The main event is the weaving of garlands and setting
them to float down the river. After the excitement of the competitions,
displays and workshops, the hungry and thirsty guests can sample
traditional dishes and drinks.

FAST FACTS:
Annual event held in June
 Started in 2009
20 000 audiences
Organizers: Krakow Festival Office and the City of Krakow
Website: www.jarmarkswietojanski.eu

http://www.jarmarkswietojanski.eu/




CITY/GOVERNMENT SUPPORT
OF FESTIVALS AND EVENTS

SECTION THREE



CITY AND GOVERNMENTAL SUPPORT

Direct Funding Support
Major festivals and institutions are funded via municipal
subsidies, which are distributed yearly. From 2010 until 2015 the
city allocated grants of a total of 122 million PLN (2010) to nearly
140 million PLN (2015). This change means a nearly 15% increase
in expenditures by the city. This has helped to secure funds for
maintenance, to support jobs and ongoing operations, to plan
future actions. The Krakow Festival Office receives the highest
subsidy, with the Historical Museum of Krakow in 2nd place. This
accounts for 40% of all subsidies. Other institutions received an
average of approx. 2.7 million PLN / year. It should be noted,
however, that the grants varied in the range from approx. 300
000 PLN to approx. 6 million PLN .

The large proportion of funding is commensurate with the
significant percentage of the flagship productions of the festival
city (Film Music Festival, Misteria Paschalia, Sacrum Profanum,
Wianki) is implemented by the Office, therefore funded by the
municipality. KBF has guaranteed budgetary resources for its
activities, however these are supplemented by external grant
organized on the national (Ministry of Culture) and international
level.

The City also organizes open grant competitions for third sector
cultural institutions called mini-grants (one intake per year, 10
000 PLN) and the regional government of Małopolska provides
similar opportunities(two intakes a year, also for public
institutions, in 2016 a total amount of 2,590,000 PLN). Many of
the most important festivals are carried out by third sector
institutions. They receive support in the form of grants directly

from the Municipality of Krakow and the Małopolska Region
(Jewish Culture Festival, Month of Photography in Krakow,
Krakow Film Festival), or through cooperation with KBF (Off
Camera Festival). Many smaller and bigger festivals also work
closely with municipal and local government cultural institutions,
and receive tangible support for their activities through barter
(eg. providing free space in the institution, providing AV
equipment).

In-Kind Services Support
The city promotes artistic events, with particular emphasis on
festivals, in their communication channels. It can also provide
access to space/buildings that it owns for free use, during an
artistic event or festival. The presence of the Municipal Police on
the events, once requested, is made available. Festivals and
events taking place outdoors in municipal space have the ability
to connect the equipment to the power supply. Festivals
implementing the program in locations distant from the city
center (Divine Comedy or Unsound) and with poor public
transport are offered free bus service to and from the event.



An immersive vitrual technology experience organized for the Miłosz Poetry Festival. 



CITY ROLE

Role of the City in Festival and Event Approval
Annually the City Hall reviews and accepts the program of the Krakow
Festival Office and thus approves the programs of festivals carried out
by this institution (City Hall also oversees its subordinate cultural
institutions, the same applies to the Małopolska Region and its
associated units). The President of the City may be petitioned to
undertake patronage of an event; for municipally sponsored events
this patronage is automatic. Implementation of tasks in the public
space, especially in the historic center of the close Krakow, requires
organizers to obtain numerous approvals from City Hall and the
respective officers dedicated to an area, such as space rental permits.
The Old Town, as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, is subject to a new
resolution which deemed it a Cultural Park, strictly defining the
aesthetics of any exposed facilities and information systems and
advertising media. Permissions for temporary and low level structures,
such as those built for the duration of a festival, are determined,
among others, by the Municipal Department of Architecture,
Municipal Aesthetics, and Department of Administration. The city is
implementing a policy of reducing the number of events held on the
Main Square, in order to eventually only host events of the highest
caliber at this UNESCO site.

Participation in Official Capacity by City Department Representatives

on Boards and Planning Committees
The President of the City can offer his patronage to events and
representatives of the City Hall often participate in festival events, also
as part of their duties. Representatives of the offices however do not
have seats in the Festival Boards and do not affect the shape and
content of the festival programs. They may provide their opinion on
ready programs for artistic events presented by public institutions and
on the events that apply for funding, logistical support or are carried
out in the City’s public spaces, such as squares.

City Provided Festival and Event Training Programs
The city promotes training and certification and communicates all
opportunities available for cultural managers and festival organizers on
their media platforms. The trainings organized include, project
management, budget and finance management, external fundraising,
strategy development, team management and more. Select employees
of cultural institutions are also often enrolled in specialized and
certified training (audience development, designing business models).
Subsidizes for language courses, and in specific cases also postgraduate
studies, are available as well.

For example, "Public View" is an annual educational and research
project aimed at creating a new formula for the ArtBoom Festival,
which presents contemporary art in public space. An interdisciplinary
team composed of two institutions the Krakow Festival Office, the
organizer of the festival, and the Contemporary Art Gallery, Bunkier
Sztuki, is working together on this effort. Each month the group works
with an external specialist to improve understanding and knowledge
about the rights to public space in the city, copyright and public
domain laws, marketing practices from around the world, risk
management, etc. Part of the project is even open to the public, who
can enjoy discussions with invited experts. The project obtained
external funds from the budget of the Ministry of Culture and National
Heritage.

An important element of the city’s strategy is to promote and improve
the quality of participatory processes and public consultation. The city
holds special meetings attended by representatives of City Hall and
NGOs. In 2015, this combined force established the Civic Centre,
animating social and civic activities in Krakow, strengthening
cooperation within it, and expanding on the activities available for
residents. The Centre

is run jointly by four foundations provided by the city on premises of
the municipal sports stadium Wisła. The meetings involve entities
organizing festivals, and the issue of the cultural sector and its effect
on the city and its people is often a topic of discussion.



ALVERNIA FILM STUDIOS provide high-quality production technology and attract film 

professionals from all over the world. 



LOCAL LAWS AND POLICIES

Festival organizers can apply for various permissions from: entering
the city center where traffic is strictly limited, to building low-laying
constructions, to lifting the ban on alcohol consumption. The
production departments have support in the city and receive
necessary approval.

A particularly interesting regulation that has had an effect is the 3
November 2010 ordinance that the Main Market Square is now a
Cultural Park. The aim is to protect the cultural landscape,
monuments, historical urban layout of the Old Town, Krakow’s,
Planty Park, Wawel Castle, etc.

With this new prohibitions and restrictions came about that directly
involves the city in the decision-making process about which festival
and event may or may not take place in the center of Krakow. The
step to deem this are a cultural park sprang from the problem of
gentrification of the Center of Krakow, the increasingly limited
capacity of the center, increased of competition and marketing in the
area, and the rapidly growing tourism market.

As a result guidelines for deglomeration were put into place,
including (1) Active Deglomeration (moving events outside of
Krakow, increasing the perceived value of other squares and
connecting them to thematic events, (2) and Inactive Deglomeration
(limiting new initiatives on the Main Square, limiting events and
amount of days allowed for the production of events, including
infrastructure, promotional construction, thematic limits and
premium events, limiting the amount of festivals to the strong and
important ones for international promotion of the city). Moreover

with respect to the inhabitants and their comfort, the Festivals not
contribute to an increase in noise level at night. Events taking place
in built-up areas respect the curfew of 22.00- 6.00 (with the
exception of New Year's Eve outdoor concert).

To help small business, in 2016 the city council adopted a resolution
on the "Program to support cultural activities in bookstores
operating in the Municipality of Krakow." As a result bookstores
conducting cultural activities can count on preferential rent in
municipal premises and the possibility to participate in the municipal
grant program.

SYSTEM OF PROCESS COORDINATION

The city does not have a department in City Hall dedicated
exclusively to festivals and events. That role is fulfilled by the Krakow
Festival Office, which functions as the manager of festival policies for
the city and the conduit of the city for its cultural sector. The Office
reviews many cooperation proposals, requests for financial support,
logistical and programing needs throughout the year. Similarly, as
the operator of the Krakow UNESCO City of Literature program, KFO
provides the foundation and support for the entire creative and
literary sector. The program provides knowledge, contacts,
partnerships, funding opportunities, logistical support and human
resources and is responsible for promotion of the literary sector
abroad. Importantly as well, the KFO holds within its structures the
Krakow Film Commission. It supports not only the implementation of
film production, but also various organizations and industry events,
including festivals. The city does support promotionally with its own
portal http://krakow.pl, where the culture tab has links to the most
important festivals.



The Conrad Festival provides the ideal platform for Polish and international literary

heavy-hitters to take centerstage. The festival also celebrates emerging talent with the 

Conrad Award for best debut. 



NON-GOVERNMENTAL COMMUNITY
SUPPORT OF FESTIVALS &EVENTS

SECTION FOUR



COOPERATION

Cooperation with the Third Sector
In Krakow, there are hundreds of registered non-governmental
organizations, many of them run cultural activities. A significant
number of festivals in Krakow is realized by non-governmental
institutions. Some of them are implemented in cooperation with
local municipal institutions, such as the Krakow Festival Office,
others are operated independently.
Among the flagship municipal festivals, with international scope,
carried out in close cooperation with the third sector include:
Krakow PhotoMonth, Unsound Festival, Conrad International
Literature Festival, Miłosz Poetry Festival.

Volunteers
Krakow festivals have no problem with the involvement of the
appropriate amount of volunteers, mostly students (there are nearly
250,000 of them in the city). Volunteers undergo a recruitment
process, training where they learn hard and soft skills necessary to
carry out their work. Volunteers that stand out, often continue on to
realize more responsible tasks, sometimes leading to a permanent
job at the institution implementing the respective festival. The
Krakow Festival Office, for instance, publishes calls for volunteers on
its various social media points and is constantly looking for young,
responsible, energetic and creative people who will want to create a
team organizing the event together. Volunteers of the festivals
participate in the preparation and progress of the event, take care of
festival guests and oversee the festival center and meeting spots.

The Office also runs The Krakow Festival Office also offers
internships for young cultural managers from Poland and around the
world through the following programs: Fellowships for Arts
Management Experience (FAME) Programme, Hong Kong Arts
Administrators Association (HKAAA), Seoul Arts Centre (South
Korea), Internships for International Study Abroad Students
(including Erasmus), Program National Cultural Centre (NCK) “Intern
in Culture” Summer Program.

Media
In Krakow, there are numerous local and national media outlets,
whose physical proximity facilitates the festival operates to
cooperate and to get information out to a wider audience. These
include: Editorial offices of three major daily newspapers (Dziennik
Polski, Gazeta Wyborcza Krakow, Gazeta Krakowska) and the
national weekly (Tygodnik Powszechny), which all also have their
own respective media networks. Editorial offices of the two of the
largest online portals (Onet.pl, Interia.pl).Headquarters of magazines
on current affairs, quarterlies and monthlies (such as Przekrój,
Fragile, Ha!art and Znak).Editorial headquarters of public television
(TVP Kakow) and one of the two largest private stations (TVN). Home
to public and private radio stations (Radio Kraków, Polish Radio,
RMF, Radiofonia, Eska, etc.).Correspondents from leading media
outlets in Poland are always present in Krakow.

In the city there are also many outdoor advertising companies that
often provide advertising space at preferential rates or in
cooperation/patronage for cultural events.

http://photomonth.com/en
http://www.unsound.pl/
http://en.conradfestival.pl/
http://miloszfestival.pl/en/


Catering to our youngest fans is a priority. Every festival has a diverse, fun, and 

educational program built in to ensure lots of  laughter and learning for kids. 



SPONSOR SUPPORT

The concerts and festivals organized in Krakow have built an
excellent brand identity among audiences. Throngs of music lovers
flock to Krakow from all over the world – both connoisseurs of
classical music and fans of pop. Krakow – until recently associated
first and foremost with tradition and history – has become a
European culture center pulsing with life. The City strives to bring
the public entertainment on the highest possible level. Concert halls
packed to the walls and queues at the box office show that
audiences love the city’s cultural offer.

The organization of cultural undertakings on such a large scale would
be extraordinarily difficult without the support of our sponsors –

companies that see business not only through the prism of revenues,
but for whom support for cultural events is decidedly something
more important: an element of social and cultural responsibility. Our
partners are guaranteed to be a part of breathtaking events, which
are broadcast over television and radio, commented upon by the
leading opinion-makers of the European media, and recognized with
prestigious awards.

Sponsors are ensured a presence in promotional campaigns as well
as at events, in a measure commensurate to their financial
contribution. Interesting forms of non-standard promotion, adapted
to the specifications and needs of sponsors are also available. Among
the services offered are: dedicating the appropriate title for the
sponsor (sponsor, main sponsor, strategic sponsor, titular sponsor,
patron) along with the right to use that title for the sponsor’s own
advertising purposes. Assuring presence in printed promotional
materials, Internet sites, promotional television spots, press
advertisements, and radio campaigns. Depending upon the character
of the sponsored activity, the distribution of flyers, a promotional

booth, organization of sampling tables, and assistance in the
organization of additional types of sponsor presence at the festival
sites is also possible. Special guests of the sponsor are also looked
after during these festivals and events, guaranteeing special care on
the festival grounds.

The Krakow Festival Office distinguishes its many partners and
sponsors with the Dźwigacz Kultury [Uplifting Culture] Award. The
name of the award refers to the first vertebra of the spine, which
supports the skull and enables the head to move. It derives from the
mythical figure of Atlas, who was forced to support the Earth. The
Dźwigacz Kultury Award is a symbol of the importance of sponsor
and business support for the development of culture. Krakow also
has an annual competition called the Patron of Culture in Krakow.
Prizes are awarded in four categories: donor, sponsor, actions for the
protection of historical monuments, and media patronage. Most of
the festivals and events work within a network of partnerships based
on barter and exchange. Partners support the activities of cultural
institutions, most often by offering promotional prices (hotels,
restaurants, transport, printing etc.). Among the many sponsors and
supports of festivals and events in Kraków are:

 EDF Polska Energy Company
 PZU Insurance Company
 BMW Kraków
 Tauron Polish Energy Company
 Kompania Piwowarska
 Millenium Bank
 Zew Niedzica Hydroeletric Power Plant
 Likus Hotels & Restaurants
 Valeo
 Arcellor Mittal Poland

http://polska.edf.com/o-nas/edf-w-polsce/o-nas/kim-jesteymy-210993.html
https://www.pzu.pl/
http://www.bmw-dobrzanski.pl/
http://www.tauron.pl/Dom/Strony/dom.aspx
http://www.kp.pl/en
https://www.bankmillennium.pl/
http://www.zzw-niedzica.com.pl/
http://www.likushoteleirestauracje.pl/eng/Main
http://www.valeo.com/en
http://poland.arcelormittal.com/


Krakow’s festivals are often the platforms for world premieres of  original work by 

world-renowned musicians, composers, artists, writers, etc.



CHAMBER OF COMMERCE/ TOURISM

SUPPORT

Krakow is Poland’s best recognized tourist brand around the
world and the city attracts a growing number of tourists each
year. In 2015, it was up to 10.5 million people.

The City of Krakow holds within its structures the Department
of Promotion and Tourism. It is responsible for tourism
coordination, brand management, project implementation,
promotion, strategic research, tourism and e-marketing,
tourism development and policy-making, publishing.

In the city, numerous private agencies offer cultural
information and tours, and provide services such as sale of
tickets for artistic events, booking hotels and more. They are
often tailored to meet the needs of particular subsets of
tourists (eg. Destination Pologne promotes Krakow and Poland
as tourist destinations in France and services tourists from
France in Poland).

Krakow Chamber of Tourism is a self-government economic
organization uniting on a voluntary basis 86 companies dealing
with tourism in the region. It offers them, among other things,
promotion, participation in joint

marketing campaigns, cooperation on their behalf with the
public administration, the opportunity to participate in the
Committee of Sports and Tourism of the City Council, the
possibility to opinions on the promotional strategy of the City
of Krakow, participation in workshops, training courses and
conferences.

Małopolska Tourist Organization is an association operating
since 2001. It brings together 102 members, which include,
among others, the Małopolska Region and the City of Krakow.
The main tasks of MTO are: to create and promote an
attractive image of Krakow and the region in national and
international tourist markets, to support the development of
tourism in line with the development strategy of the region, to
integrate tourism services, to initiate, evaluate and support
plans for the development and modernization of the tourism
infrastructure, to improve the professional qualifications of
staff , and to conduct analyzes in the field of tourism.

In order to achieve an integrated information system, KFO runs
the network of municipal tourist information InfoKraków. Its
tasks include providing information in foreign languages,
distributing of free materials to promote Krakow and the
region, sale of tickets for cultural events. InfoKraków employs
highly qualified staff, some are licensed tourist guides in
Krakow.



The Film Music Festival beat all its records this year with a total of  nearly 40 000 

audience members delighting in image and sound. 



DOWNTOWN ASSOCIATIONS

In Krakow, there are numerous business associations that also cooperate
with its festivals to varying extents:

Chamber of Commerce in Krakow is responsible for representing the
economic interests of member companies, including the public
administration and bodies of the European Union and support in raising
competitiveness, innovation - smart technologies and the promotion of
economic activities. Within its framework it operates the Enterprise
Europe Network - one of the most important tools of the European
Commission to support the development of mainly small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) to develop their innovative potential and to
raise their awareness of Commission policies.

Małopolska Chamber of Crafts and Entrepreneurship is the socio-
professional and economic umbrella organization of voluntary and craft
cooperatives, and indirectly craftsmen.

Regional Development Agency SA is the leading regional institution,
acting to champion regional development. It is one of the most
important partners of centralized institutions and the local government
in shaping the policy of innovative development of the region. It
specializes in serving companies, providing comprehensive know-how
and modern financial solutions. It provides services in the field of
acquiring EU funds and helps to effectively invest in Małopolska. It offers
grants for the development of Małopolska enterprises and loans and
seed capital.

Małopolska Enterprise Centre is an organizational unit of the regional
government. It is concentrated on new tasks concerning the
implementation of European funds from the Regional Operational
Programme of the Malopolska Region.

The region also operates the Małopolska Agreement of Economic
Organizations.

Thanks to the excellent infrastructure (ICE Center, EXPO Kraków) and
hotel base Krakow is also a leader in the meetings industry, which
provides additional support and growth opportunities for the local
business.

Organizations to Assist Individuals with Disabilities

Krakow festivals and cultural institutions collaborate with the Audio
description Foundation, which supports them in the development of
audio description for people who are visually impaired, in order to
provide them with an interesting and diverse cultural offer.

The Artes Foundation conducts therapy workshops for people with
disabilities connected with musculoskeletal and other somatic diseases,
working also with established artists.

Public institutions throughout the city go through audits, in order to
analyze their adaptation to the needs of disabled people and any barriers
that may prevent their participation. To the extent possible, museums
develop audio description for exhibitions and theaters display text and
art on prompters.

The biggest cultural event that integrates culture and the disabled
community is the National Day of Integration "Fight the Odds", organized
by the Anna Dymna "Despite Everything" Foundation, Nicolaus
Copernicus University, National Centre for Culture and TVP TV station. It
is the largest event of this kind in Poland. During two days on the Main
Market, the festival presents the art and artistic achievements of people
with disabilities. The crowning event is the Magical Song Festival, which
involves hundreds of people with different kinds of disabilities. During
the final concert of the festival, they compete for the Enchanted Bird
statuette and annual scholarships. Tracks are performed along with
established music stars. Every year, the semi-finals and finale of the
Festival is broadcast by TVP2.



Interactive art gallery for the Art Boom Festival engages all age groups. 



LOCAL EVENT COOPERATIVES

In Krakow there are hundreds of registered associations and
foundations, dozens of them have entered into its operational
statute activities in the cultural sector. The following examples
serve to show how broad and rich the activity of such
organizations is in Krakow.

The Association of Non-institutional Theatres STEN unites
theaters that are non-governmental organizations and artists
working independently (not part of a full-time theater
company). Its purpose is to support professional artists in
landing performances that do not fall within the usual
theatrical environment. STEN has directed dozens of premieres
in its headquarters. In the framework of international
cooperation on theater stage, they have groups from many
European countries. The Association also conducts theater
workshops, organizes annual festivals and seminars.

The Association of Polish Architects Branch Krakow is a local
unit of the national association, an association of architects,
which dates back to the nineteenth century. One of the most
important achievements was the development of the
fundamental principles of architectural competitions.
Additionally SARP develops architectural exhibits and
congresses, organizes architectural competitions, debates,
conferences. In Krakow the association is also responsible for
the organization of the International Biennale of Architecture.

Krakow Forum of Social Organizations KraFOS is an umbrella
organization bringing together 36 non-governmental
organizations from the Małopolska Region, in addition to
working with more than 40 other companies. These are usually

the associations of a social nature (social assistance, disability,
veterans, the elderly, children and youth).

Fullness of Life Academy Association is an example of an
independent non-governmental organization that works to
improve the quality of life of older people. It conducts
educational activities for seniors (including computer courses,
language courses), lectures in thematic series, seminars,
literature and philosophy discussions, art workshops, more. In
order to meet the needs of this group, methodologies of
teaching and training materials are constantly being developed.

The objectives of the Queer May Association include initiating
and sustaining a discussion around the issues relevant to LGBT
people, promoting open attitudes to diversity and to integrate
the LGBTQ community. Among the Queer May festival events
are: discussions, workshops, film screenings, artistic activities
and sport events and the Equality March.



The Old Town Hall is transformed into a lighthouse beckoning all to and to enjoy the 

international literature festival named after the great traveller and writer, Joseph Conrad, 

who used to live and study in Krakow before setting out to write Heart of  Darkness.



SPORTS & EDUCATION

The Office of the City of Krakow operates the Committee of Sports and
Physical Culture.

Krakow has two city stadiums used by the two clubs, both objects have
undergone a thorough expansion in recent years: Wisla and Cracovia
Stadiums. Krakow is also enriched with a modern hall sports, the
spectacular Tauron Arena.

Other smaller units:

 KS Wawel (multi-purpose stadium, sports hall, gym, running track, tennis 
courts, etc.)

 KS Nadwiślan (football, tennis, kayaks)
 KS Garbarnia (football)
 KS Korona (gymnastics, soccer, basketball, swimming, chess, climbing)

Clubs lead sports activities for children and youth, with most of the offer
being free of charge. Additional facilities can be found in stadiums, playing
fields and sports halls at the primary, secondary and university school
complexes, as well as offer commercial health clubs and fitness centers
(swimming pools, gyms, gyms).

In Krakow, Małopolska operates the Confederation of Physical Culture. It 
conducts activities in the field of physical culture and sports for children and 
youth in the region of Małopolska. It offers kids especially  more sports 
activities, including trainings, contests and sports events. It coordinates and 
prepares the sports representations of Małopolska to participate in national 
competitions for children and youth.

Educational Institution Support
In Krakow there are nearly two dozen higher education institutions, dozens
of secondary and primary schools. They have modern infrastructure and
qualified staff. We are happy to enter into cooperation with educational
institutions, both at the organizational and programing levels.

The Copernicus Festival is an annual event that combines education, artistic
life and philosophical reflection. Its initiators are the Tygodnik Powszechny
Foundation and the Copernicus Center for Interdisciplinary Studies. The aim
of the festival is a reflection on the mutual influence of scientific concepts,
religion, literature and art through lectures and discussions, as well as film
screenings, concerts and exhibitions. Subsequent editions of the festival are
themed (revolutions, genius, beauty).

Designed for a greater audience, every year on the Main Square, the
impressive Festival of Science takes place. Co-organizers of the festival
include Krakow's most important universities, Polish Academy of Sciences,
the Polish-American Fulbright Commission, the Institute of Nuclear Physics,
and National Museum in Krakow. It attracts 40 – 50 000 people.

Educational institutions are involved in a full range of activities that support
culture from providing programing support and experts for conferences and
panels, to offering space rental, and additional promotional support.

Another example is the cooperation between the Hedva Ser, French artist
with Polish-Jewish roots who has donated to Krakow her bronze sculptures
with the intention of creating a memory square, a garden for reflection. The
Krakow Festival Office engaged the Faculty of Interior Design at the
Academy of Fine Arts in Krakow, the Management of Krakow Urban Green
Spaces, the Arcona Studio of Historical Conservation, and students (now
enrolled in a year-long extracurricular seminar with the artist) to produce
the design and plans of the garden. Examples like these are numerous.



The largest monetary award for poetry is the Wisława Szymborska Poetry Award. The 

national event is televized and takes place during the Miłosz Poetry Festival in June. 



ACCESS TO INDUSTRY SUPPLIERS ON

THE MARKET

Krakow is a city with significant experience in organizing mass
events. In the city there are numerous institutions and companies
offering services and technical infrastructure necessary for their
implementation. Sometimes it is organized with the support of other
cities that could provide additional police or medical services.

For example:
 Already the 15th edition of the PZU Cracovia Marathon was held,

and its path runs through the city center. Krakow organized the
World Cup Volleyball Men’s Championship (2014) and the World
Cup Hockey Championships (2015). In 2012, Krakow hosted a few
representations residing in Poland on the occasion of EURO 2012.

 The annual New Year's Eve party on the Main Market attracts up
to 100 000 participants. The annual festival of student culture
Juwenalia gathers about 50 000 participants.

The biggest organizational challenges of the city have included:

• Multiple papal visits (1979, 1983, 1987, 1991, 1997, 1999, 2002,
2006). Krakow is on the brink of hosting World Youth Day (July
2016), which has been estimated to attract about 2 million
people.

• The funeral of the presidential couple, Lech and Maria Kaczynski 
at Wawel (April 2010) gathered 150 000 people, including many 
VIPs, representatives of all levels of government, culture and so 
on.

All these events were organized at the highest level of
professionalism, with all elements (banners and decorations;

generators; portable toilets; merchandise; generators; stage, lights &
sound; golf carts; security; chairs; barricades; ATM’s; communication
services) functioning well and in full cooperation with numerous
agencies, services providers and departments.

Special Incentives/Discounts Provided to Festivals and Events by Local

Venues

Special Incentives and discounts usually come in the form of barter
agreements as part of sponsor support between festival or event
partners, with the exception of municipally owned buildings, which
may be lent on a case-by-case basis for an adjusted fee according to
specific regulations.



LEVERAGING ‘COMMUNITY CAPITAL’ 
CREATED BY FESTIVALS & EVENTS

SECTION FIVE



ENHANCING EXPOSURE TO OTHER

CAUSES

The Krakow Festival Office has been applying the standards of
social responsibility in its activities for many years. Its motto is
that cultural events held in the city and aimed at its inhabitants
cannot allow any elements of exclusion. Even select, high-brow
events strive to be inclusive of all Krakowians, frequently
focusing on those who may have been unable to participate in
the past for any reason. One such campaign is the free, family-
friendly events such as Wianki and the St. John’s Fair.

Organizers from the Krakow Festival Office apply the standards
of equal participation to all events; as a result, some of the
special occasions include low-priced or free tickets. Festival
programs usually include educational events, as well as those
aimed at children. Kids can attend selected concerts and
performances free of charge when accompanied by guardians
who hold tickets, while students can get cheap passes or
attend rehearsals for free (for example as part of the project
Opera Rara 4 students).

Senior citizens are offered support by volunteers, and
assistance with public transport is increasingly widespread.
Social and environmental initiatives are widely promoted, with
the 6th Film Music Festival paving the way in September 2013;
the event featured a cycle of workshops for children, and
environmental awareness competitions with attractive prizes
(FMF-ECO). The organizers of the grand finale of the festival –
the expansive screening of the film The Matrix with a
simultaneous live performance of the soundtrack – encouraged
the participation of people with impaired vision by providing
audio description throughout the evening. During the festival,
donations were collected for the Fr. Józef Tischner Children’s
Hospice in Cracow, as well as for the children of Mali, the latter
in collaboration with UNICEF Polska.

KFO cooperates closely with the Great Orchestra for Christmas
Charity as well (see below section 6).



Even our youngest readers can’t get enough poetry and literature. The Miłosz Festival

program, with its expansive kids event series thanks to the cooperation with the 

Children’s Literature Festival, is a hit. 



PROMOTION OF THE CITY THROUGH

FESTIVALS

In 2014, nearly 70 mass events and 7 000 cultural events organized by
cultural community centers and clubs took place in Krakow. This accounts
for 31% of mass events and 35% of such events in the Małopolska
voivodeship. Moreover there are about 135 000 film screenings, 3 300
theater performances and 400 exhibitions. In terms of number of the three
types of events mentioned above Kraków offers more than Wrocław and
Gdańsk, second only to Warsaw, the capital of Poland.

Krakow is its culture. As mentioned earlier, tourism is heavily culture based
and many surveys confirm that Krakow’s culture is perceived as unique to
the city and impossible to duplicate anywhere else. Krakow is the most
recognized Polish brand in itself. Over the last twenty years the City has
based its strategy on the its national and international promotion through
culture as its two most important components are its heritage and festivals.
Most of the festivals is carried out from May to October or during the peak
tourist season

In terms of promotion, besides the InfoKrakow tourist points around the
city that KFO services and the traditional print media, outdoor campaigns,
festival pavilions, such as Karnet Monthly, the Krakow Festival Office runs a
total of 25 websites and online portals, reflecting different types of its
activities. Some are dedicated to individual festival and events, both
international (such as Sacrum Profanum, Misteria Paschalia, Conrad
Festival, the Opera Rara cycle) and local (Wianki, St. John’s Fair). Equally
important are thematic reviews managed by the KFO, represented by
information portals (Kraków Travel, Karnet) and literary websites (Reading
Małopolska, Krakow City of Literature), as well as the Krakow Film
Commission page, presenting Krakow’s potential as a film hub.

Due to the rapid growth of the mobile market, the pages are also being
adapted to be used by people always on the move. Misteria Paschalia, the
ArtBoom Festival, the Miłosz Festival, the Conrad Festival, Sacrum
Profanum and the Film Music Festival all have mobile versions of their
pages accessible by scanning QR codes found in promotional materials, or
simply by going to the websites from a mobile device. There are also mobile
versions of the www.icekrakow.pl and www.karnet.krakow.pl pages, while
www.drugiezycieksiazki.pl, www.miastoliteratury.pl and
www.readingmalopolska.pl use the responsive web design (RWD)
technology.

Additionally, in 2013, the Krakow Festival Office developed mobile apps for
its flagship events, starting with the Film Music Festival and Sacrum
Profanum. By using the free apps, available for the iOS and Android
systems, festival fans are able to access the latest information on events
and artists, as well as fascinating photo and video materials. According to
data from the end of September, the websites administered by the Krakow
Festival Office are forecast to have received 1,700,000 clicks and 5,000,000
page views by the end of the year 2013. The Krakow Festival Office also
manages 25 Facebook profiles with a total of over 67,000 fans, as well as
having profiles on other social networks including Pinterest, Flickr, Last.fm
and YouTube.

As of 2015, it is reported that KFO reaches 2 million directs audiences in
total of all its cultural offer, when counting live transmissions and re-
broadcasts that number jumps to 50 million.

http://www.icekrakow.pl/
http://www.karnet.krakow.pl/
http://www.drugiezycieksiazki.pl/
http://www.miastoliteratury.pl/
http://www.readingmalopolska.pl/


The Krakow Film Commission provides know-how, production support, connections and 

oftentimes also financial subsidies for films that promote Krakow and/or the 

Małopolska Region.



KRAKOW CULTURE FOR BUSINESS

The City provides investors with access to qualified personnel, relatively low
labor costs and rent costs of office space. The incentive to invest is also
linked with the position of the city, which is one of the most popular
destinations in Europe, as well as the growing housing market, the culture
and entertainment offer and gastronomy selection.

Krakow is 9th in the world ranking of the most attractive cities in terms
global service centers placement. In Europe it occupies the 1st place. It is
the Polish and world leader when it comes to the number of new entrants
and the development of the BPO / SSC. The rapid pace of developing IT
outsourcing and services is related to the high level of sophisticated
development (R & D). In January 2016 international companies operating in
Krakow in the sector employed about 48 000 people. By January 2017,
employment will increase to 58 000 people.

The Investor Assistance Centre (COI) is a specialized cell of the City of
Krakow, the aim of which is to assist in wider investment activity. COI deals
with support for foreign and domestic investors, monitoring of the
investment process, running databases of investment activity, promotion of
investment in the country and abroad. It cooperates with such entities and
organizations as CeBiM, MARR, PAIiIZ, PARP, ABSL or ASPIRE.

Krakow was the first Polish cities in which Google located its headquarters.
Start-ups dynamically develop here (Base, Estimote, Brainly, SALES
Manago). Part of the start-up scene includes Geek Week KRK, which is
addressed to all those interested in entering the world of design, marketing
and new technologies. The schedule of the festival includes, among others
AGHacks - Europe's largest student hackaton (AGH- University of Science
and Technology).

Krakow ranks first in Poland in terms of number of organized business
meetings, such as conferences, trade shows and corporate events, which
promote business and give the city an extra chance of promotion (Poland's
largest Book Fair, which in 2015 was visited by nearly 70 000 people).

The Krakow Technology Park / KTP Technology Incubator supports young IT
companies (now over 100). Operators can count on favorable lease terms, a
large community of companies in the same industry and a supported start.
Moreover it guarantees networking on the national and international level,
participation in projects and events, access to the showroom, equipment
rental, multimedia laboratories, conference rooms on preferential terms.

The KTP operates Multilab, involved in the production and post-production
of films and implementation of audiovisual effects. The Laboratory also
rents high-end shooting, lighting, sound and photo.

Krakow Living Lab is a platform for testing products and services in the
conditions in which they are actually used, i.e. the streets, squares, parks,
public transport vehicles, etc.

The KPT operate 4 clusters: Krakow Film Cluster bringing together
companies, organizations and creators of the film industry in Małopolska;
Digital Entertainment Cluster supports the gaming market; the Małopolska
Cluster make supports new technologies; Małopolska Education Cluster
aims to improve the quality of vocational training.

Nowa Huta of the Future is a project that aims for the revitalization of the
eastern part of the city, the former steelworks. The new investments here
will include a science and technology park, logistics center and tech zone. A
preliminary step is to prepare the area by setting up offices for new
businesses by 2020. The area was divided into two areas: service activities
(science and technology) and industrial activity.

KFO cooperates closely with all the above-mentioned for the purpose of
better integrating the culture, business and start-up sectors and identifying
the benefits of collaboration and joint development.



Celebrating the 650th anniversary of  the Jagiellonian University in 2014 with concerts

and other artistic showcases in the Main Sqaure. 



REVITALIZATION AND 

HIGHLIGHTING UNDERUSED AREAS

Krakow has been undergoing significant changes over the past years
that have been motivated by the expansion of cultural activity in
degenerated spaces or forgotten neighborhoods, thus creating new
pockets of creative and innovative business, art, and culture. The
following are some examples of the development of several key
areas of the city.

MOCAK – Museum of Contemporary Art in Krakow – built as an
element of adaptation of the former Oskar Schindler Factory, it has
become a magnet for attracting creative agencies, partners, film
postproduction companies and developers in the Zabłocie area. This
place was discovered as a cultural zone thanks to the contemporary
music concerts organized in that run down area in the postindustrial
venue.

FORUM Przestrzenie – a creative hub set in an abandoned
communist hotel actually emerged thanks to one event organized as
a part of the UNSOUND festival (KFO is co-organizer). In this way, the
venue was rediscovered and since then a vibrant independent
cultural center has been established there with a highly functioning
bar, design studios and stores, spaces for recreation, offices for
NGOs. It regularly organizes showcases, food and craft fairs, fashion
shows, gallery exhibitions.

Old Salt Harbor – once a stop along the salt trade route on the
Vistula River. Here the UNESCO City of Literature program aims to
build the Center for Polish Literature and Language together with the
Biblioteka Krakow, Poland's first creative literary center, multi-node
culture, which will consist of (1) Biblioteka Krakow - a representative,
all-day open a media library, the administrative center for the

combined public libraries; (2) Multi-purpose room for literary
meetings - a place of literary festivals, the operations center program
Kraków City of Literature by UNESCO; (3) Coworking Space - small
publishers, laboratories, e-books, laboratories translation and script,
graphic design and illustration, printing, typography, printing,
Internet portals and blogs, creative writing ; literary institutions and
non-governmental organizations active in the literature and
readership, student associations and academic environment; (4)
Permanent exhibition - interactive center for the humanities, a
representative exhibition dedicated to the literary heritage of
Krakow and the region (souvenirs of Nobelists – Szymborska drawer,
Czesław Miłosz reconstruction of housing, an exhibition dedicated to
Lem, a collection of comic books from the Museum Dobranocek in
Rzeszow); (5) Bookstore / Cafe and adjacent garden.

Tinning Factory of AccelorMittal – located in Nowa Huta, this factory
will now be part of the Nowa Huta of the Future project aiming to
modernize the industrial space and turn it into a living laboratory for
the arts, sciences, and technology. However before these plans, the
Tinning Factory was the home of the Film Music Festival, which used
it as its go-to concert space. It was beloved by Krakowians, despite
being a 30 minute drive from the city center.

Tytano Cigarette Factory – this is one of the newest investments,
which is in the process of converting a cigarette factory right near
the Main Square into a center for NGOs, artists, festivals,
independent creative businesses.

Given the increasing pressure to move festivals and events outside of
the Main Square and into the neighborhoods where people live, such
infrastructural investments are necessary and very welcome in the
fight to revitalize spaces and to celebrate their history and legacies.



EXTRA CREDIT Krakow’s Well-Rounded

Cultural Offer



ICE KRAKOW CONGRESS CENTRE has placed Krakow on the map of  leaders in the 

business, conference, event and entertainment industry in Poland. Its layout and 

acoustics make it also the perfect location for festivals, such as Opera Rara.



ICE KRAKOW CONGRESS CENTRE

Over 36.000 m² of conference space, an Auditorium ready to host 2000
people, a spacious and multifunctional foyer adapted for activities such
as hosting of exhibitions and sponsor and exhibition stands; additionally,
the building’s excellent location in the center of Krakow – these are only
some of the assets of the multifunctional ICE Congress Centre.

ICE is a modern world class building, meeting the requirements of
international congress organizations, as well as the highest acoustic and
stage mechanics standards. The building has been designed in such a way
as to host various types of congresses, conferences, concerts, theatrical
shows, exhibitions and other prestigious cultural and social events. The
high standard of the building will place it among the most desired and
exclusive congress centres in Europe.

ICE has three main halls at its disposition: an Auditorium, a Theater Hall
and Chamber Hall, accommodating a maximum of 2100, 600 and 300
users respectively.

Foyer and Exhibition Space
The foyer is situated on the eastern side of the building (with a view of
the Old City and Kazimierz) on three floors. It can play the function of
both an elegant public space for a viewing area and an exhibition space
with the possibility of arranging sponsor and exhibition stands during
congresses. This entire space is covered by an extensive grid of media
access points (electrical connections, Internet).

Multifunctional Rooms
32 rooms of various sizes situated on two floors – F1 and F2. These
enable the organization of meetings of 6-30 people. They are equipped
with sanitary facilities. They may serve as rooms for meetings or as
dressing rooms.

The Conference Hall complex adjacent to the Chamber Hall encompasses
a conference space with an area of approx. 500 m2 which can be flexibly
divided using the acoustic wall system. The conference complex is
supplemented by rooms for organizers, a press center, toilets and a hall
with a buffet.

Chamber Hall
Situated on the third floor of the ICE, the Chamber Hall is a room with a
flat floor and 300 seats, equipped with an acoustic wall allowing it to be
divided into two parts.

Theater Hall
Multi-functional hall in the shape of a traditional, rectangular “shoe box”
equipped with a box-type stage (stage entrance, adjustable proscenium,
curtain and backstage area). Adjustable number of auditorium seats
reaching up to a maximum of 600. Moveable folding seats allow a at
surface to be obtained, making it possible to organize exhibitions and
banquets.

A special complex for transportation encompasses ground level parking
lots, a bus and minibus terminal and an area for mobile transmission
units, as well as a two-level underground parking lot for 360 vehicles.
Travelling from the airport takes about 20 minutes, and from the railway
and bus stations, it takes barely a quarter of an hour to get to ICE.



NEW YEAR’S EVE on the Main Square in Krakow is a televised event, one of  the biggest

all year and in any city. 



NEW YEAR’S EVE ON THE MAIN SQUARE

Those unafraid of a Polish winter can dance the night away and into the 
New Year with thousands of Krakowians. For many years, Main Square has 
hosted one of Europe’s largest New Year’s Eve parties, with celebrations 
featuring concerts and fireworks displays. 
Music, dance, good vibes – the fun lasts well into the early hours of January 
1st. 



GREAT ORCHESTRA OF CHRISTMAS 

CHARITY

Every year, Krakow proudly participates in animating charity
work among its citizens. This event is permanently written
into the Polish calendar. The Great Orchestra of Christmas
Charity has become a unique social impulse, engaging Poles
in the charitable work of helping the most needy and
helpless: sick children. The large amounts collected on this
occasion are donated for the purchase of equipment to
Polish clinics – also those in Krakow. In Krakow, the artistic
part connected with the initiative of Jerzy Owsiak’s
foundation is coordinated by the Krakow Festival Office. On
the main stage located on the Main Market, leading Polish
and Krakow music bands appear. From here, like around the
whole country, the traditional “light to the sky” flashes.

Many other cultural institutions join the charity, moving the
event around the entire city. During such an event, fund-
raising and auctions of valuable objects are held, from which
the entire income supplies The Great Orchestra of Christmas
Charity’s account.



KRAKOW FILM COMMISSION AND 

REGIONAL FILM FUND

The Krakow Film Commission operates within the structures
of the Krakow Festival Office. It supports film production:
assists its partners in obtaining all required permits and
facilitates access to public locations throughout the region. It
coordinates contacts with local offices, the police, the city
guard, the fire brigade, and emergency medical services.
Procedures elaborated by the Krakow Festival Office enable
the production to proceed swiftly at the fastest possible time.
The KFC also assists partners at earlier stages, such as finding
appropriate filming locations, which is facilitated by an
extensive database presenting several hundred attractive
shooting locations throughout the entire Małopolska region.
It also works to make buildings all over the city accessible to
film crews. Partners can refer to a regularly updated database
of specialists in film and television production, as well as
experienced companies active in the field. An additional asset
of the Krakow Film Commission is the opportunity to receive
funding for films shot in Małopolska through the Regional
Film Fund, also operated by the Krakow Festival Office.

The Krakow Film Commission is a member of the European
Film Commission Network and the CineRegio non-profit
organization which support their members in the area of
audiovisual productions and co-productions in Europe.

Here are several projects carried out by the Krakow Film
Commission: co-production of the Polish–Romanian
documentary Crulic – The Path to Beyond partnering Aazaan,
an co-production of India and Germany cooperation with
CNN on i-list work on Katy Perry’s video Journey and many
others.

REGIONAL FILM FUND

The objective of the Regional Film Fund in Krakow is to
finance and support film productions connected to Krakow
and the Małopolska region which may contribute to the
touristic and economic promotion of the region as well as
shaping its favorable image. Both the setting and shooting
locations as well as the film’s theme and involved artists are
important.

The Regional Film Fund in Krakow supported by the Krakow
Film Commission constitutes a strong advantage for Krakow
and the Małopolska region in their efforts to attract domestic
and foreign partners within the film industry.



KRAKOW UNESCO CITY OF 

LITERATURE

„The Creative Cities Network seeks to develop
international cooperation among cities that have
identified creativity as a strategic factor for sustainable
development…” (www.unesco.org)

The Creative Cities Network programme run by UNESCO
aims at highlighting the achievements and aspirations of
urban centres that want to share their ideas, experience,
and best practices for sustainable cultural, social, and
economic development. Cities may implement these
ideas in various areas of creative activity, including
literature, film, music, craft and folk arts, design, media
arts, and gastronomy.

The UNESCO Cities of Literature work together on
creating a global partnership and literary connections
between cities and countries. Each of the cities also
carries out its local programme.

Krakow earned the title in October 2013 as the first city in
continental Europe and second non-native English
speaking city in the subgroup. Since 2014 Krakow is the
City of Literature sub-group representative in the UCCN
Steering Committee.

The Cities of Literature include:

Edinburgh (2004),
Melbourne (2008),
 Iowa City (2008),
Dublin (2010),
Reykjavik (2011),
Norwich (2012),

Krakow(2013),

Dunedin (2014),

Granada (2014),

Heidelberg (2014),

Prague (2014),

Baghdad (2015),

Barcelona (2015),

 Ljubljana (2015),

 Lviv (2015),

Montevideo (2015),

Nottingham (2015)

Obidos (2015),

 Tartu (2015),

Ulyanovsk (2015).

http://www.unesco.org/


KARNET CULTURAL MONTHLY

Major festivals and club concerts, international events and
low-key meetings, high and pop culture, arts and literature,
children’s activities Kids in Kraków: all this and more can be
found in Karnet -- Krakow’s cultural events magazine.

Published by the Krakow Festival Office, the monthly Karnet
has been providing extensive information on Krakow’s
cultural life since 1996. Its collaboration with the
InfoKraków network and close contacts with event
organizers make it an invaluable source of information on
all events, and it is popular with locals and visitors alike.
The bilingual (Polish and English) free Karnet is available
from locations throughout the city.

Each month, the hundred or so pages feature the most
important festivals held in Kraków, as well as low key events
such as concerts, meetings, exhibitions and literary
evenings at hundreds of venues, reflecting the city’s unique
artistic atmosphere. Karnet acts as a patron of the most
interesting events, regardless of their size or organizational
structure. The magazine also features interviews with
artists and promoters of culture, as well as articles
presenting selected Krakow attractions, with themes
ranging from architecture and design to restaurant reviews.

The website www.karnet.krakow.pl (also available as a
mobile version) is a constantly updated bilingual portal
covering Krakow’s culture, with over a hundred thousand
views every month; it is integrated with the equally popular
city’s official tourist portal www.krakow.travel, with the
content also provided by the Editorial Office of the Krakow
Festival Office.

As of 2016, the site features a sleak new look. The site has
also garnered a large following – each month over 150,000
visitors check in.

Website: http://karnet.krakow.pl/



Our INFOKrakow points can be found in tens of  locations around the city, incuding the 

Balice International Airport. 



FOR TOURISTS

A significant part of the activities of the Krakow Festival
Office is dedicated to meeting the needs of the millions of
tourists who visit the city every year.

The InfoKraków network, with seven locations across the
city, provides detailed tourist information and services: you
can book accommodation, buy tickets for cultural events,
guided tours of the city and its surroundings, albums and
souvenirs, and pick up free maps, guidebooks and other
relevant publications.

Selected points offer free access to computers and the
Internet, and most locations hold electronic information
kiosks providing information such as suggested sightseeing
routes, current cultural events held in the city, and
weather forecasts.

Information points are located at strategic points
throughout Kraków. Most importantly the Tourist Service
Centre at 11 Powiśle Street, is a major complex managed
by the Krakow Festival Office, hosting a café, shops and an
exhibition space; it also serves as a venue for cultural
events, from meetings and workshops to large-scale
outdoor events held on the square in front of the building,
such as the Wianki Festival, car shows and events for
children. The InfoKraków website also provides a wealth

of information on local tourist attractions and cultural
events. The site is closely linked with the Kraków Travel
tourist portal, hosted by the Krakow Festival Office in
collaboration with the Krakow City Office.
It provides visitor information (in five languages) on tourist
attractions, local curiosities and historical anecdotes, and
archives of photos.

The site krakow.travel is the city’s Internet tourism
information source. This bilingual site (in Polish and
English versions) went online in July 2009 and uses new
and continually improved IT tools, developed especially for
the site. Aside from the reliable and constantly updated
database of important practical tourist information, the
site has been enhanced with trivia and historical anecdotes
as well as with a rich collection of current and archived
photographs of Krakow. Only five months after its launch,
the Cracow.travel site took third place in the “Travel and
Tourism” category in the Webstarfestival contest for the
best site on the Polish Internet. It currently receives at
least 100,000 hits per month and this number continues to
grow; outside of Poland, it enjoys its greatest success in
the British Isles, USA, Germany and France.

Website: http://krakow.travel/



FOR KIDS

Kids in Kraków is a modern, diverse, full and reliable
database of children’s events organised in Krakow. One can
visit the special Kids in Kraków sections on the
Karnet.krakow.pl and krakow.travel portals and on the Kids
in Kraków Facebook page.

The Krakow Festival Office has plenty in store for its

youngest visitors. Its decision to provide free entry to certain

cultural events for children ten-years old and under has

proven extremely popular; it also hosts special concerts (the

opera Itamar Meets a Rabbit, opening the 2011 Conrad

Festival), workshop (focusing on literature during the Conrad

and Miłosz festivals, and the arts during the Film Music

Festival), and projects such as the Second Life of a Book

(during the Book Fair for Children) and Opera Rara 4 Kids.

Parents and guardians can be sure their youngsters are

always well cared for: the organizers even provide comfy

cushions to sit on.

The Krakow Festival Office also supports similar events held

by other organizers, such as Łutosławski for Children brought

by the PWM Edition music publishing house. We all know that

kids need space to develop their creativity, so in September

2012, the Wyspiański Pavilion – managed by the Krakow

Festival Office – opened the like!konik café and club for

children, hosting artistic workshops, concerts and fascinating

discussions. Literary and artistic events for kids, organized by

various partners of the Krakow Festival Office, are also held

at the Tourist Service Centre at Powiśle, while two InfoKrakow

points – at the Wyspiański Pavilion and the Tourist Service

Centre – also have kids’ corners.

Spring 2012 saw the start of a project striving to create a

comprehensive, reliable database of children’s events in

Kraków, presented on the Karnet and Krakow Travel internet

portals, as well as on Facebook.

The goal of the campaign Kids in Kraków is to meet the

cultural demands of children of all ages, and it is aimed at

both local families and those choosing to visit the city during

short breaks and longer holidays. The popular project –

bearing the colorful logo featuring Krakow’s Lajkonik – is

quickly becoming an indispensable information platform for

growing numbers of users.

http://en.karnet.krakow.pl/aktualnosci/kids-in-krakow/16/
http://www.cracow.travel/places-to-go/krakow-for-children__
https://www.facebook.com/KidsInKrakow
http://www.facebook.com/KidsInKrakow


ESTEEMED AND AWARDED

It would be difficult to list all the celebrated prizes, distinctions
and nominations that confirm the Krakow Festival Office’s
importance on the city’s cultural scene, but let’s note a few
examples. Critics and the media are spellbound by Sacrum
Profanum (winner of the prestigious Kulturalne Odloty from
the “Gazeta Wyborcza” daily and a media poll for event of the
year in Poland, and awarded a distinction from the British
monthly “Gramophone”), the Film Music Festival (event of the
year in numerous polls, and winner of the FIMUCITE festival),
and Misteria Paschalia (influential rankings in the
“Rzeczpospolita” daily and “Polityka” weekly).

Numerous prizes have also been awarded for the innovative
promotional and publishing activities surrounding events: they
include golden statuettes in the International Festivals and
Events Association Pinnacle Awards for the advertising
campaign for the Orlando furioso cycle from the Opera Rara
cycle (2011) and for the catalogue of the Grolsch ArtBoom
Festival (2012), a nomination for the European Design Award
for the program of the 9th Sacrum Profanum Festival (2011),
and a nomination for the media prizes NIPTEL and Mobile
Trends Award.

The Krakow Festival Office has also been recognized for its
activities supporting events for children and young people: the
Film Music Festival has been awarded the Golden Sunflower
2011 statuette for the best initiative for children under 14-
years-old, while two of the locations of the InfoKraków tourist
information network hold the Child-Friendly Place certificate.
Additionally, the InfoKraków point at the Tourist Service Centre
(11 Powiśle Street) was placed second in the competition held
by the Polish Tourism Organization for the best IT point in the
top four-star category. Campaigns promoting reading have also
been recognized, receiving the Marka Radia Kraków award for
the Second Life of a Book and Virtual Library of Publishers.

In 2013, Robert Piaskowski, Krakow Festival Office’s Director of
Programing, was awarded the Ordre des Arts et des Lettres by
France’s Minister of Culture for his activities such as the
frequent inclusion of French authors, artists and ensembles in
events organized by the Krakow Festival Office, and for his
valued collaboration with French cultural institutions in Poland
and abroad.



KRAKOW CITY OF FESTIVALS

Application prepared by the Krakow Festival Office on 

behalf of  the City of  Krakow. 


