
Texas State Forest Festival 

2014 Texas State Forest Festival Dates 

The 30th Annual Texas State Forest Festival took place on September 17-21, 2014 in Lufkin, Texas at the George H. 

Henderson Jr. Exposition Center.  

Texas State Forest Festival Statement of Purpose 

The Texas State Forest Festival is an annual event held in Lufkin, Texas with four basic purposes: 

               ● to host an event that will have a county fair atmosphere combined with family 

                   entertainment, 

               ● to recognize the importance of the forestry industry on the economy of Angelina  

                   County, East Texas and the state as a whole, 

               ● to recognize Lufkin/Angelina County as the “Forestry Capital of Texas!,” 

               ● to be a source of revenue for its hosts, the Angelina County Chamber of  

                  Commerce, as well as the Angelina County Exposition Center, Angelina  

                  Beautiful/Clean and the Texas Forestry Museum. 

  

Texas State Forest Festival History 

The Angelina County Chamber of Commerce began the Texas State Forest Festival in 1938, which was held as an 

annual county fair event until 1953. With the existing Chamber sponsoring the Youth Fair as part of the event, the 

Texas State Forest Festival was held on the 30+ acres where Lufkin Middle School is currently located, and drew 

crowds reaching 8,000. 

In 1984, the Chamber board reviewed and revised the Texas State Forest Festival as an annual event, and merged 

its activities with the Southern Hushpuppy Championships in May, 1985. The Texas State Forest Festival moved to 

its September date in 1988.  

Texas State Forest Festival Description 

The Texas State Forest Festival is an annual event of the Lufkin/Angelina County Chamber of Commerce. Held 

Wednesday through Sunday of the last full week in September, this five-day festival has events that are fun for 

people of all ages.   

Texas State Forest Festival Activities 

The Texas State Forest Festival has activities for all ages. On Wednesday night, there is a PomPon/Dance 

competition in which schools from all around East Texas come to compete. This year Thursday night was reserved 

for the Whataburger Hometown Heroes Jalapeno Eating Contest and award recognition. Friday night brought in 

youth to showcase their talents in music, dancing and karate. On Saturday morning, the East Texas Cheerleading 

Championships take place, followed by the Southern Hushpuppy Championships in the afternoon and the East 

Texas Got Talent competition that evening. These competitions bring in cheer teams, cooking teams and various 

acts from all across East Texas. There is a food vendor area where patrons can enjoy all of the different types of 

carnival foods, and a commercial vendor area where local businesses can set up booths to advertise and sell their 

products and services. The Children’s Festival, presented by Angelina Beautiful/Clean and the Texas Forestry 

Museum, provides kids of all ages a place to have fun and participate in different activities. The carnival also gives 

Texas State Forest Festival visitors a chance to ride carnival rides and play carnival games during festival hours. 

 

 



Detailed Description of the News Stunt 
 
To mark the 30th anniversary, the Texas State Forest Festival added two exciting media opportunities. 
 
A sponsor and media event got the buzz stirring at the 30 Day Kick Off Event. We celebrated by inflating the 25 
feet tall “Big Jake” inflatable lumberjack. The festival type event at the Chamber of Commerce commemorated 
the 30 year milestone. The headlining sponsor presented a check to the festival and popcorn and cotton candy 
was served. 
 
In the festival’s thirty years it moved locations. A symbolic log made its way from Lufkin Middle School (original 
fair grounds) to the Expo Center (current location). Lufkin Fire Department transported the log on an antique fire 
truck. Middle School students sent off the log and truck and media and sponsors met and congratulated the 
crew’s arrival during the VIP Luncheon. Group photos were taken, lunch was served, festival entertainment 
performed short skits and many more activities for the group. 
 
The VIP Luncheon was held on Thursday of the festival at 11:30 a.m. in the food court of the festival. All sponsor 
levels, committee members and media were invited. Total attendance was 150 guests. Lunch and entertainment 
made the VIP Luncheon a success. The feedback was phenomenal. 
 

    

   

   



How Did the News Stunt Fit in to the Overall Media Campaign for Your Event 

The news stunt fit in to the overall media campaign since we were commemorating 30 years of festival memories 

and community involvement. The historical component was incorporated in to the media campaign and event. 

Beginning at the middle school and traveling to the Expo Center is a reminder of how Lufkin has grown and our 

forestry heritage.  

Promoting the festival in new and creative ways is a priority each year. This stunt added fun and excitement to VIP 

Luncheon and generated enthusiasm for the festival. 

 

  



Sponsor / Charity Involvement (if any) and Why 

In appreciation for sponsorship and promotion of the Texas State Forest Festival, the committee held a VIP 
luncheon and fun activities the Thursday of the festival. Brookshire Brothers’ bakery worked really hard to design 
and bake a unique 30th Anniversary cake for the celebration. This cake was outside of their normal baking and 
decorating realm. Brookshire Brothers felt the event went so well that they generously donated the cost of the 
cake adding about $300 back into the festival’s budget. 
 

  



Was There an Increase in Media Coverage for your Event as a Result of the Stunt 

Yes there was an increase in media coverage for the event as a result of the stunt. The media came out and 

participated in the event. Local radio celebrity, Danny Merrell, emceed the VIP Luncheon. He and others 

promoted the festival by sharing luncheon information on the radio. KTRE TV9 news station sent a reporter to 

cover it. Highlights were posted on media social media sites. 

  



What Challenges / Obstacles Did you Foresee / Encounter in Creating the Program, and 

How Did you Handle Them 

In the planning stage the idea started out as a Log Run. College athletes would carry “run” the log from the middle 

school to the Expo. Worried about the distance and the ability to carry such a heavy log and not having an athletic 

group available, the idea switched to the Antique Fire Truck. The fastest speed the truck would travel is 30-45 

miles per hour. Therefore, the truck had to arrive earlier than needed at event. We located a staging area until 

time for the log to appear. Volunteers worked out a signaling system on the VIP Luncheon site to notify driver 

when time to pull forward. The truck and log arrived safely and at just the right time for all to enjoy. A group 

photo was made afterward. 


