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53) Best New Event

Chamber Music National Festival
A. Introduction and Background of Main Event

Music for All is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit educational organization that aims to create, provide, and expand positively 
life-changing experiences through music for all.

The Music for All National Festival is a celebration and national showcase for the finest scholastic instrumental 
musicians. The Festival is one of three of MFA’s national programs. Mirroring the typical scholastic school calendar, it 
provides the ultimate culminating performance opportunity for scholastic band, orchestra, and percussion ensembles.

This multi-disciplinary, non-competitive event occurs every March in Indianapolis, Indiana, and honors the 
achievement and talents of more than 2,000 student musicians. Individuals and music groups from across the country 
audition to be a part of one the Festival’s seven prestigious performance components, and they have the opportunity 
to perform in Indianapolis’ premier performing arts venues. Three of these ensembles (Honor Band of America, 
Honor Orchestra of America and Jazz Band of America) are comprised of the best student musicians in the country. 
During the three-day festival, students participate in master classes, rehearse and perform with leading musicians 
and educators. Partnerships with the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra and Butler University’s Jordan College of the 
Arts provide the young musicians an opportunity to learn from professionals. Collectively, more than 32,600 people 
participate in and attend the festival’s 40+ programs and performances, all of which are open to the public.

Music of All (MFA) has a rich history that began in 1976, when it was founded as Marching Bands of America. 
Its original purpose was to provide high school marching bands with a national forum for healthy competition, 
collaboration, and learning. As Music for All’s programs and reputation continued to grow over the next 15 years, 
several music education icons involved with MFA’s early programming dreamed of a national forum for scholastic 
concerts bands similar to MFA’s premier experience for marching bands—the Bands of America Grand National 
Championships. In 1992, John P. Paynter, the revered Director of Bands at Northwestern University, hosted the first 
two National Concert Band Festivals. The Festival debuted as the first national, non-competitive performance events 
devoted to and focused on high school concert bands.

As MFA expanded, the Festival moved to its current location in Indianapolis, Indiana in 1997 and added its first 
percussion ensemble to the experience. Slowly growing into a true “festival experience,” other music ensembles were 
added to the experience. In 2002, the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra performed its first tribute concert at the 
Festival, helping to raise the local and national reputation of the event. By 2007, the Festival (now named the Music 
for All National Festival) included the National Concert Band Festival, Sandy Feldstein National Percussion Festival, 
Orchestra America National Festival (originally started in 2006 in partnership with the Indianapolis Symphony 
Orchestra), and three Honor Ensembles, including the Honor Band of America (1992), the Honor Orchestra of 
America (2005), and the Jazz Band of America (2007).

At the same time the Festival was growing, alarming research and statistics documented the slow decline of arts and 
music education in elementary and secondary schools. MFA, an organization dedicated to improving and expanding 
scholastic music programs across the country, knew that it must continue to grow the Festival to be as inclusive as 
possible and include schools and musicians of varying levels. In 2009, MFA debuted the Middle School National 
Music Festival, and in 2014 MFA added a new “tier” to the Festival to include strong, but still-developing concert 
band programs to the Festival. These ensembles perform on the “Invited Stage,” and the inclusion of this new tier grew 
Festival attendance by 33 percent in 2014. 

In 2015 MFA further expanded the Festival experience by partnering with international corporate supporter 
DANŠR and its Vandoren Emerging Artist Competition to launch the Chamber Music National Festival, yet another 
focal and entry point to the Music for All National Festival.

Music educators and members of Music for All Educational Consultant team put enthusiastic support behind the 
creation of this new, additional program, citing Chamber Music as an important component of a well-rounded 
instrumental music program in schools.
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B. Description and Purpose/Objective of New Program 

Designed to offer new educational growth and performance opportunities for individual students and scholastic 
music programs, the Chamber Music National Festival launched in 2015, offering wind and string musicians the 
opportunity to perform on a national stage and experience professional coaching and instrument-specific master 
classes in the extraordinary, student-focused environment that is the Music for All National Festival.

The Chamber Music National Festival is a non-competitive experience produced in an atmosphere of national 
celebration, mutual support, and a shared commitment to excellence. There are no ratings or rankings. 
Participants and their directors and coaches are encouraged to reach and stretch, strive for innovation and 
growth, and share and develop an expanded awareness about the possibilities of chamber experiences in 
successful, well rounded scholastic music programs. Participating students experience an atmosphere of personal 
growth and mutual respect, all while working, performing and celebrating in an environment that is world-class, 
educational, and fun.

From the Opening Ceremony to the culminating Gala Awards Banquet—convening more than 2,000 students, 
teachers, and parents from across the nation—students engage in a whirlwind of preparation, performance, 
growth, and celebration that includes:

• A 20-minute performance 
• A 25-minute ensemble post-performance clinic with a panel of professional musicians and music educators
• Recorded and written evaluation commentary from a panel of professionals
• Audio and video commemorative recording of the ensemble’s performance and clinic for each student 

performer and teacher/coach
• Concerts and immersive learning opportunities with world-class professional artists
• Scheduled observation of concerts
• Ensemble and individual instrument master classes and additional coaching opportunities
• Student motivational session
• Collegiate and professional audition preparation workshops
• Nightly concerts featuring professional musicians in a chamber music concert, as well as, the Indianapolis 

Symphony Orchestra, Honor Orchestra of America, Jazz Band of America, and Honor Band of America
• Social events for students and teachers and Gala Awards Banquet honoring all ensembles
• World-class facilities, from where they sleep to Indianapolis’ finest concert venues

Student musicians also attend master classes and additional coaching opportunities with nationally recognized 
music educators while learning the basic techniques for collegiate and professional auditions in a series of 
workshops. 

While the event is aimed to further musical skills, students and directors are also encouraged to expand 
their professional networks with over 2,000 colleagues and peers during multiple social events within the 
festival including Opening Ceremony, Middle School Social, High School Social, and Gala Awards Banquet. 
Participants have reported that these connections have led to friendships and mentorships after the festival 
ended. 

The Chamber Music National Festival’s overarching objective mirrors that of the organization’s mission—to 
create, provide, and expand positively life-changing experiences through music for all.
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C. Target Audience / Attendance / Number of Participants 

The Music for All Chamber Music National Festival’s target audience is high school band and orchestra 
musicians and their teachers.

In 2015, the following ensembles were chosen to perform at the inaugural Music for All Chamber Music 
National Festival, determined by audition:

• Centennial H.S. String Trio – Frisco, TX
• Centennial H.S. Chamber Ensemble – Frisco, TX
• Franklin H.S. Winds – Nashville, TN
• Penn H.S. Kingsmen Quintet – Mishawaka, IN
• John Hersey H.S. Woodwind Quintet – Arlington Heights, IL
• John Hersey H.S. Saxophone Quartet – Arlington Heights, IL

D. Overall Budget/Expense Budget of Event

The overall expenses for the Music for All Chamber Music National Festival totaled to $34,048. $11,267 was 
spent for clinician fees and travel while $19,526 was spent on participants. $3,255 was spent on printing, venues 
and other costs. 

E. Duration of Event (Start to Finish)

The Music for All Chamber Music National Festival is a three-day event that premiered in 2015 from March 
12 to March 14. The event began for all participants with an Opening Session with a live performance and 
motivational speaker. The Chamber Festival concerts were held Friday, March 13. Student participated in 
rehearsals, master classes, and social events when not performing. The event culminated with a spectacular, semi-
formal Gala Awards Banquet, and concerts on Saturday, March 14.

53) Best New Event: Chamber Music National Festival
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F. Description of Sponsor / Charity / Volunteer/ School /Other Group Involvement 

The Chamber Music National Festival was born directly from conversations with existing Music for All 
sponsors DANSR/Vandoren and Yamaha Corporation of America. These sponsors were looking for an event to 
involve a market segment not yet directly served by Music for All programming—chamber music ensembles.

DANSR is parent company of Vandoren reed products and was seeking a venue to showcase the up-and-coming 
musicians of their Vandoren Emerging Artists (VEA) program. The Chamber Music National Festival provided 
that “stage,” and VEA winning artists performed as part of the culminating Chamber Music concert on Saturday 
evening of the Festival.

Yamaha Performing Artists also performed on that concert and presented student Master Classes during the 
week. Yamaha Corporation of America Band and Orchestra Division is National Presenting Sponsor of Music 
for All. Yamaha’s Education and Artist Relations department is housed in Music for All’s Indianapolis offices, 
allowing for deep creative collaboration and connectivity between the sponsor, Music for All, and its growing 
programs.

G. What Makes the Event Unique and Creative? 

Music for All and its sponsors identified a need for a national stage for high school chamber music ensembles. 
By giving much-needed recognition to this form of instrumental performance that requires committed, personal 
performance skills, Music for All is continuing to provide voice in support of a well-rounded music education 
program in all schools.

The event is not a competition, and there are no ratings or rankings. This, plus the absence of rules and 
restrictions to the repertoire they may choose for their ensembles, allows directors to challenge and stretch 
their students’ abilities and strive for innovation instead of focusing on competition. Participants can gain new 
perspective on what is possible through music and become inspired by their peers, professional musicians, and 
award-winning educators.

The learning experience continues after the event. Since each participating ensemble is given audio and written 
feedback to bring home, they can continue to grow each day from what they learn at the event. 

This event is also one-of-a-kind because of the educators and musicians who are there to instruct students along 
the way. Flutist Mimi Stillman, Saxophonist Joe Lulloff and other Vandoren Emerging Artists are only a few of 
the talented performers and clinicians who students would otherwise not have the opportunity to listen to or 
work with.
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H. Overall Effectiveness/Success of the Event

Observed Success: Post-event communications with participating ensembles, the event sponsors, faculty, and 
staff support that the goals of the inaugural Chamber Music National Festival were met and the event was a 
success. Support for the continuation of the chamber festival is widespread and the application and planning 
process for the 2016 Festival is underway.

What Challenges/Obstacles Did You Foresee/Encounter in Creating the Program and How Did You Handle Them? 

As with many new ventures, some potential performing ensembles approached the first year with a “wait and 
see” attitude before committing to participate. Music for All created supportive and detailed explanations of the 
benefits to students and teachers. Staff and members of the educational team assertively recruited participating 
groups to launch the first event. Music for All added a new member to our Educational Consultant Team, Susan 
Smith, band director at St. James School in Alabama, specifically to coordinate the Chamber Music National 
Festival. There were also logistical challenges with the growth and need for additional venues, staffing, evaluators, 
and increased capacity facilities.
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audition process is a tool you can use to take your program to the next level. All auditioning 
ensembles receive recorded and written evaluation from the audition listening panel. The 
listening is “blind”–ensembles are not identified to evaluators in the listening process. 
Evaluators recommend the ensembles that demonstrate an exemplary level of excellence to 
receive an invitation to perform at the Festival.

Requirements for Application
Application consists of the completed festival application form submitted with the audition 
CD and application fee. Specific requirements for application and audition CDs are included 
in the Requirements for Application and Participation section of this packet.

The application fee is $250 for bands and orchestras, $200 for percussion ensembles. All 
applying groups receive recorded and written evaluation from the evaluation/selection 
panel. Submission of your application is a commitment to attend and 
perform if accepted (unless you select the “Input Only” box on your application). Please 
be sure that you have booster and administrative approval and support prior to applying.

“Input Only” Audition Option
Ensembles who want the evaluation and input from the panel of audition evaluators, but 
who do not wish to receive consideration for an invitation to the 2014 Festival, can choose 
to send an audition recording and application for input only by checking the “Input Only 
Option” box on the application.

Music for All Affiliate Regional 
Concert Band Festivals
Music for All will sponsor up to six festivals in select areas of the United States by 2018. The 
festivals could be existing festivals or Music for All might assist interested hosts in beginning 
festivals in select areas of the United States. Music for All will provide one National Concert 
Band Festival evaluator to participate, as well as student and teacher scholarships to the MFA 
Summer Symposium. Affiliate Regional Concert Band Festivals scheduled for 2014 include:

Chicagoland Invitational Concert Band Festival
John Hersey High School, Arlington Heights, IL

Metropolitan Wind Band Invitational Festival
Roxbury High School, Roxbury, New Jersey

San Joaquin Valley Concert Band Invitational
Clovis North High School, Fresno, California

Contact Music for All at 800.848.2263 if you are interested in the opportunity of hosting or 
becoming a Music for All Affiliate Regional Festival.

2015 Music for All National Festival presented by

New! Chamber Music National Festival
We’re growing… again
Announcing the NEW Chamber Music National Festival in 2015
part of the Music for All National Festival, presented by Yamaha and 
made possible by the commitment and generous lead donor support 
of Vandoren.

Designed to offer new educational growth and performance opportunities for individual 
students and scholastic music programs, the Chamber Music National Festival will offer wind 
and string musicians the opportunity to perform on a national stage, experience professional 
coaching and instrument specific master classes in the extraordinary, student-focused 
environment that is the Music for All National Festival. The Chamber Music National Festival 
will stand along side Music for All’s other offerings designed to advance student excellence and 
support and advocate scholastic music and arts education.

What is the Chamber Music National Festival?
The Chamber Music National Festival will be a non-competitive experience produced in 
and surrounded by an atmosphere of national celebration, mutual support and a shared 
commitment to excellence. There are no ratings or rankings. Participants and their directors 
and coaches will be encouraged to reach and stretch, strive for innovation and growth and 
share and develop an expanded awareness about the possibilities of chamber experiences in 
successful, well-rounded scholastic music programs. Participating students will experience 
an atmosphere of personal growth and mutual respect, all while working, performing and 
celebrating in an environment that is world-class, educational and fun.

About the experience
From the Opening Ceremony to the culminating Gala Awards Banquet – both convening more 
than 2,000 students, teachers and parents from across the nation – you and your students will 
be engaged in a whirlwind of preparation, performance, growth and celebration that includes:

• A 20 minute performance followed by 25 minute ensemble post-performance clinic
• Recorded and written evaluation commentary from a panel of professionals
• Audio and video commemorative recording of your performance and clinic for each student

performer and teacher/coach
• Concerts and immersive learning opportunities with world-class professional artists
• Scheduled observation of concerts ensure a knowledgeable audience
• Ensemble and individual instrument master classes and additional coaching opportunity

• Student leadership workshops
• Collegiate and professional audition preparation workshop
• Nightly concerts featuring professional chamber groups, the Indianapolis Symphony

Orchestra, Honor Orchestra of America, Jazz Band of America and Honor Band of America
• Socials for students and teachers and Gala Awards Banquet honoring all ensembles
• World-class facilities, from where you sleep to Indianapolis’ finest concert venues
• Optional “Fam” Trip for chamber directors

About the application and audition process 
Participation will be by application and recorded audition. Chamber ensembles (string and/or 
wind) ranging from quartets to a maximum of 16 members are invited to apply. Each applicant 
will receive written and recorded comments from the audition. A maximum of 15 ensembles 
will be accepted in the inaugural year. Multiple ensembles from a single school may audition, 
with a maximum of four ensembles from a single school accepted.

Two application deadlines will exist in our inaugural Festival year. Completed applications and 
audition materials must arrive in our office by June 5, 2014 (Early Decision deadline; listened 
to and comments provided in June; up to 10 chamber ensembles invited; those ensembles 
can reapply for Final Decision deadline) or September 15, 2014 (Final Decision deadline). The 
Application Fee is $100 for the first ensemble from a single school or individual, and $75 for 
each additional ensemble, capped at $500 for up to eight applications from a single school.

Invited chamber ensembles are obligated to stay at the Festival hotel and participate in the 
Festival Packages. The cost of attendance will vary depending on the per-person Festival 
Package selected (see Festival Package sheet for participation package costs and inclusions).

Because of the major commitment to programming and providing resources to support a 
complete chamber music experience, chamber ensemble musicians should not be members of 
ensembles accepted for the Festival’s other Featured ensembles or honor ensembles.

Download MFA’s Chamber Music National Festival application form and audition 
requirements and deadline at www.musicforall.org.

The Chamber Music National Festival will offer chamber ensembles a culminating performance 
experience that is worthy of personal and professional aspiration. Music for All National 
Festival stages are recognized and respected for their excellence – operationally, experientially 
and educationally. Participating will provide a worthy goal that will encourage student and 
program growth and achievement. We invite you to help make history and establish a new 
part and tradition in the rich history of the Music for All National Festival.

™

2015 Application
for Concert Bands & 

Percussion Ensembles
presented by

March 12-14, 2015
Indianapolis, Indiana
Ensemble application deadline: 
June 5, 2014
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Support Materials
Chamber Introduction Page from Festival Program Book

Chamber Music Concert
with Mimi Stillman, flute, Yamaha Performing Artist
Joseph Lulloff, saxophone, Yamaha Performing Artist
Christopher Pell, clarinet, Vandoren Emerging Artist
Tyler Wiessner, saxophone, Vandoren Emerging Artist

Saturday, March 14 • 8 p.m.
Howard L. Schrott Center for the Arts
Butler University

As part of the Chamber Music National Festival, Music 
for All, along with Yamaha and Vandoren, present a 
chamber music concert featuring artists from the 
Festival Master Class faculty and Vandoren Emerging 
Artist competition winners.

Learn more about Ms. Stillman on page 60, Mr. Lulloff on 
page 70, and Mr. Pell and Mr. Wiessner on page 38.

Chamber Music National Festival
Part of the Music for All National Festival, presented by Yamaha
Made possible by the commitment and generous lead donor support of Vandoren

Friday, March 13, 2015  •  9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Indiana Historical Society

™

Music for All is proud to debut the new 
Chamber Music National Festival at this year’s 
Music for All National Festival.

Designed to offer new educational growth and performance 
opportunities for individual students and scholastic music 
programs, the Chamber Music National Festival offers wind 
and string musicians the opportunity to perform on a national 
stage, experience professional coaching, and instrument specific 
master classes in the extraordinary, non-competitive student-
focused environment that is the Music for All National Festival. 
The Chamber Music National Festival stands alongside Music 
for All’s other offerings which are designed to advance student 
excellence and support and advocate scholastic music and arts 
education.

9:30 a.m.   Centennial High School String Duo 
Frisco, Texas

10:00 am  Franklin High School Winds 
Franklin, TN 

10:30 am   Penn High School Kingsmen String Quintet 
Mishawaka, IN

11:00 am   John Hersey High School Saxophone Quintet 
Arlington Heights, IL 

11:30 am  Centennial High School Chamber Ensemble 
Frisco, TX

12:00 am    John Hersey High School Woodwind Quintet 
Arlington Heights, IL

Indiana Historical Society
Since 1830, the Indiana Historical Society has been 
Indiana’s Storyteller, connecting people to the past by 
collecting, preserving and sharing the state’s history. 
A private, nonprofit membership organization, IHS 
maintains the nation’s premier research library and 
archives on the history of Indiana and the Old Northwest 
and presents a unique set of visitor experiences called 
the Indiana Experience. IHS also provides support and 
assistance to local museums and historical groups; 
publishes books and periodicals; sponsors teacher 
workshops; produces and hosts art exhibitions, 
museum theater and outside performance groups; and 
provides youth, adult and family programming. IHS is 
headquartered in the Eugene and Marilyn Glick Indiana 
History Center – home of the Indiana Experience.

40

presented by

March 12 –14, 2015
Indianapolis, Indiana



53) Best New Event: Chamber Music National Festival

Support Materials – Vandoren Emerging Artist page from 
Festival Program Book (Lead Chamber Festival Sponsor)

Vandoren Emerging Artist Competition

The Vandoren Emerging Artist Competition started in 2010 as a way to 
identify the next generation of great clarinetists and saxophonists and 
acknowledge them for their talent, the work it took to succeed and the 

artistry they display on their instrument. The competition has also become 
a vehicle for young composers through the VEA commissions project to 
enlarge the clarinet and saxophone repertoire.

The Vandoren Emerging artist competition is open to any highly proficient 
saxophonist or clarinetist – in Jazz or Classical – between the age of 18 and 
23. The winners are chosen by a committee of Vandoren performing artists. 
Each contestant submits an audition recording featuring pieces from the 
required repertoire. The 2015 winner will perform this week in Indianapolis 
at the Music for All National Festival and visit Paris in the fall of 2015 to meet 
representatives from Vandoren and participate in a number of activities.

Gunnar Gidner
2015 1st Prize Jazz
Guest artist with the Jazz Band of America
Friday, March 13, 7:30 p.m.
Clowes Memorial Hall

Born in 1992 in Cincinnati, Ohio, USA. Gunnar Gidner, 
professional saxophonist and clarinetist, began 
studying the Clarinet at a very young age, leading 
him to study the saxophone throughout his teenage 
years. While he was in high school, he was given the 
opportunity to participate in events such as the All-
State Jazz Ensemble in Ohio as well as the Monterey 
Jazz Festival in California. Gidner also performed at 

the famous Blue Wisp Jazz Club every Friday night as 
part of “The Blue Wisp Young Lion’s Sextet,” whom the 
owner Ed Felson cultivated. Furthering his musical 
career after High School, Gunnar attended the College-
Conservatory of Music at the University of Cincinnati 
in pursuit of a Jazz Studies degree. He has had the 
privilege to perform with world class musicians such as 
Eric Alexander, Tim Warfield, Ambrose Akinmusire, JD 
Allen, Matt Otto, Steve Davis, Byron Stripling, John Von 
Ohlen, Steve Schmidt, Art Gore, Bob Lark, Kim Pensyl, 
Ron Enyard, Phil DeGreg, Scott Belck, Marc Fields, 
Steve Whipple, Dan Karlsberg , Anthony Lee, Aaron 
Jacobs, and more. He currently resides in Kansas City, 
MO studying at UMKC under the instruction of Bobby 
Watson and Dan Thomas.

™

Tyler Wiessner
2015 1st Prize Classical Saxophone
Performing at the Chamber Music Concert
Saturday, March 13, 7:30 p.m.
Howard L. Schrott Center for the Arts

Tyler Wiessner is an undergraduate student at the 
Eastman School of Music at the University of Rochester, 
where he is pursuing a major in both Music Education 
and Saxophone Performance. As a member of the Finja 
Quartet, he has performed in master class settings 

for Claude Delangle, Griff Campbell, and the Coast 
Guard Saxophone Quartet. The Finja Quartet was also 
awarded first prize in the 2013 MTNA National Wind 
Chamber Music Competition. As a soloist, Tyler has 
appeared in master classes with Lars Mlekusch, Alfonso 
Padilla, Griff Campbell, Otis Murphy, and Kenneth Tse. 
Tyler was named a semifinalist in the 2014 International 
Saxophone Symposium and Competition (ISSAC), and 
first prizewinner of the 2015 Vandoren Emerging Artist 
Competition. Tyler is also an active member of the 
Eastman Saxophone Project. His primary saxophone 
teacher is Chien-Kwan Lin.

Christopher Pell
2015 1st Prize Classical Clarinet
Performing at the Chamber Music Concert
Saturday, March 13, 7:30 p.m.
Howard L. Schrott Center for the Arts

Christopher Pell is currently the Principal Clarinetist of 
the Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra. He appeared 
as a soloist with The LPO in February of 2013 when 
he stepped in at a moment’s notice to perform the 
Copland Clarinet Concerto. Mr. Pell has also appeared 
as soloist with The Park Avenue Chamber Symphony, 

The U.S. Army Band at Lincoln Center’s Avery Fischer 
Hall, and The Long Island Sound Symphony. He has 
won second prize in the Vandoren Emerging Artists 
Competition (2012), first prize in the International 
Clarinet Association High School Competition, and has 
competed in the ARD International Music Competition 
in Munich, Germany. Pell’s chamber ensemble, Nola 
360, was nominated for the best chamber music 
performance of 2013 by the Big Easy Classical Arts 
Committee. Christopher graduated from The Juilliard 
School in 2013 as a student of Jon Manasse and has 
twice been a fellow at The Tanglewood Music Center.

38
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Support Materials – Sample Chamber Ensemble pages 
from Festival Program Book

Friday – IHS
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Greetings and Congratulations 
for Franklin High School
Greetings from the Superintendent

Greetings from the Principal
Dear Attendees of the 2015 Music for All National Festival,

It is with great pride that I offer my congratulations to our Franklin Winds for their selection to perform at the 
2015 Music for All National Festival. This selection recognizes the dedication and artistry of our musicians and the 
outstanding support of their parents.

Franklin, Tennessee values arts education, and we are very proud of our entire band program for enriching the lives 
of Franklin High School students. Our band is an integral part of our community and always strives for excellence in 
all its endeavors. 

My heartfelt congratulations to all of our student musicians, their families, our band directors David Aydelott and 
Jacob Campos and the rest of our band staff for this momentous accomplishment. 

Sincerely,

Willie Dickerson

To the Members of the Franklin Winds:

On behalf of Williamson County Schools, I want to congratulate each and every one of you for your part in being 
recognized at the 2015 Music for All Chamber Music National Festival. I know that you have each put in many hours 
of hard work and diligent practice on your instruments. You are to be commended for your tireless efforts. I know 
you are excited about the opportunity to represent your school, your county and your state.

To your parents, thank you for supporting and encouraging theses young boys and girls in their musical endeavors. 
And to your band directors, under your leadership, you have inspired these students to perform at a national level 
of recognition. 

Keep working relentlessly. Keep your commitment to excellence. I am proud of you. Congratulations on this 
tremendous achievement.

Sincerely,

Mike Looney, Ed. D.

Music at 
Franklin High 

School

Although definite records are not available prior to Franklin High School burning in the early 1950s, there are 
existing pictures of the Franklin High School Band as early as 1937. In 1948, the band was reorganized with 12 
members (11 players and one majorette). David Aydelott is the 12th director of record for the band including 
several distinguished directors who went on to direct in the collegiate ranks. (Bill Swor – Louisiana State University 
and Wayne Pegram – University of Tennessee and Tennessee Tech.) Due to significant growth in the program, 
Jacob Campos was added as an assistant director this past June. The Franklin Band has made appearances in 
Tournament of Roses Parade, the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, the Tennessee Music Education Association 
Conference, and the Music for All National Festival. The band also appeared in a Madonna music video and in the 
Academy Award winning movie, “Nashville.”

About the 
Community

The city of Franklin was founded October 26, 1799, and was named after Benjamin Franklin, a close friend of Dr. 
Hugh Williamson, a member of the Continental Congress for whom Williamson County was named. For most of its 
first 180 years, Franklin was a tranquil, small county seat. Then, the Battle of Franklin was fought on November 30, 
1864, and was one of the Civil War’s bloodiest battles, costing more than 8,000 casualties and turning every home 
and building in town into a hospital. It took 120 years for the county’s economy to reach pre-war levels.

Today, Franklin is a unique blend of history and progress. You’ll find the best of both worlds here: small-town 
charm and big-city sophistication. There are fascinating Civil War sites and museums, magnificent Antebellum and 
Victorian homes – plus our thriving downtown shopping area and the Cool Springs Galleria, unique dining and 
entertainment, and wonderful festivals. Franklin has grown from a very small, agricultural community into a strong 
blend of residential, commercial and corporate citizens.
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Franklin High School Winds
Franklin, Tennessee 
Performing Friday, March 13, 10 a.m. • Indiana Historical Society

Jacob Campos
Ensemble Director

A native of Nashville, Tennessee, Jacob Campos 
is the Assistant Director of Bands at Franklin High 
School in the Williamson County Tennessee 
School District. Before his appointment at Franklin 
he worked as the assistant band director at 
McGavock High School. In 2011, he graduated 
from DePaul University with a double major 
in Clarinet Performance and Music Education 
(Magna Cum Laude). He has had extensive 
study with clarinetists such as Julie DeRoche 
and Larry Combs of the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra. Under the baton of Frank Battisti, 
Donald Hunsberger, and Robert Reynolds he 
was principal clarinetist of the 2010 International 
Youth Wind Orchestra at WASBE, an auditioned 
group made of musicians from 44 countries. He 

also has performed with the Classical Symphony 
Orchestra of Chicago, Mufreesburo Symphony 
Orchestra, Tennessee Valley Winds, Nashville Wind 
Ensemble, and many members of the Nashville 
Symphony.

Jacob Campos is an avid lover of chamber music 
and small ensemble musicianship. Mr. Campos’ 
chamber groups that he taught or conducted 
have performed for Ben Folds, NAM, NAfME, 
and numerous other prolific venues throughout 
the Nashville and Chicago area. In 2014 he was 
named a Blue Ribbon Teacher by Metro Nashville 
Public Schools. He continues to teach privately 
and play with various ensembles in the middle 
Tennessee area. 

David Aydelott
Director

A graduate of Middle Tennessee State University, 
David Aydelott is the Director of Bands at Franklin 
High School in the Williamson County Tennessee 
School District.

Before his appointment at Franklin, Mr. Aydelott 
taught at Lexington High School in Lexington, 
Tennessee, John Overton High School in Nashville, 
and Ravenwood High School in Brentwood, 
Tennessee. During his tenure at those schools, 
students distinguished themselves on the 
marching field, the concert stage, and in individual 
and chamber settings. While at John Overton, 
the music department was selected as a 1999 
“Signature Gold School” by NARAS. Mr. Aydelott 
was a member of the Phantom Regiment Drum 
and Bugle Corps.

A recipient of the National Band Association’s 
Certificate of Merit and the Citation of Excellence, 
David Aydelott is President-Elect of the Middle 
Tennessee School Band and Orchestra Association, 
Past band Chair for the Tennessee Music Education 

Association and has served two terms on the 
Executive Board of the MTSBOA. He served on 
the 2009 committee to revise the Tennessee 
instrumental music curriculum and is an active 
clinician, adjudicator, and arranger. Named in 2010 
by School Band and Orchestra magazine as one 
of the “50 Directors Who Make a Difference,” Mr. 
Aydelott is an elected member of Phi Beta Mu 
International School Bandmaster Fraternity and 
holds membership in MTSBOA, Tennessee Music 
Educators Association, Music Educators National 
Conference, Tennessee Bandmasters Association, 
and Professional Educators of Tennessee.  Mr. 
Aydelott was selected in 2012 as Franklin High 
School Teacher of the Year. In December of 2014, 
David Aydelott will be presented as a John Philip 
Sousa Foundation Laureate of the Bandworld 
“Legion of Honor.”

He and his wife Renee have two children, 
Katherine and Meredith.

196 197

Friday – IHS

Program Selections

Vier Grotesken ............................................................................................... Friedrich K. Wanek

Old Wine in New Bottles ....................................................................................Gordon Jacob

Franklin High School Winds

Flute
Madelyn Vincent
Audrey Binnicker
Christine Barham

Oboe
Mia Unni

Clarinet
Maddox Myers
Meagan Vincent
Claire Terrell

Contra-Alto Clarinet
Kat Olson

Bassoon
Chase Lantz
Emily Sanders

Horn
Mikaela Ray
Meredith Aydelott

Trumpet
Sam Stone
Chandler Wilder

Percussion
Madelyn Vincent
Kat Olson
Chandler Wilder
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www.musicforall.org Chamber Landing Page

Partial web page shown.
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Chamber Festival Application Launch E-Mail

New Chamber Festival Application Now Available

Dear Scott,

I am thrilled to be involved in the launch of the Chamber Music National
Festival in 2015, part of the Music for All National Festival, presented by
Yamaha. Music for All has long been an advocate for the wellrounded
band and orchestra program. With this new offering, MFA continues to
support directors in programs of every shape and size.

The final deadline for chamber ensembles to apply is September 15, 2014.
The Festival will take place March 1214, 2015 in Indianapolis, Indiana.

Thanks to the support of lead sponsor Vandoren, this new Festival,
announced at the Midwest Clinic in Chicago last December, will give a
national performance and coaching opportunity to student musicians in a
chamber ensemble setting. What a wonderful way for young musicians to
deepen their musicianship and performance skills!

As a director, I have had students participate in and benefit from all facets
of what Music for All has to offer. I am writing to ask you to consider this
outstanding new opportunity for your students.

The application/audition packet for the
Chamber Music National Festival is
now available for download at
www.musicforall.org/chamberfestival.

In order to launch the Chamber Music
National Festival, we need the
participation of small ensembles from
schools who already know the benefits
of participating in quality national and
regional level programs. You have
already elected to be a part of Music
for All’s programs in the past – please
look at the 2015 Chamber Festival as
an opportunity for your students and
make plans now to help them prepare
to audition by September 15.

Share this email

Connect with us

Join our mailing list

Were you forwarded this email? We'd love to

stay in touch with you directly!  Sign up to

receive Music for All's monthly enewsletter

 and periodic program updates and offers.

Upcoming Deadlines 
and Events

Application/Audition Deadline for the

Music for All National Festival

(Ensembles)

June 5, 2014 

2015 Festival: March 1214, 2015
Indianapolis, IN
Learn more

Early Bird Deadline: Honor Band and

Jazz Band of America Application

June 30, 2014 

Part of the Music for All National Festival
Learn more

Music for All Summer Symposium

Leadership Weekend

June 2123, 2014 
Leadership Weekend Information

Music for All Summer Symposium

June 2328, 2014 
Summer Symposium Information 

Support the "I Believe"

Annual Fund Campaign
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Chamber Festival Deadline Extended Email

Photo used by permission of University of South Carolina School of Music.

There's still time!
The final application deadline for Music for All's Chamber Music National Festival has been extended.
Don't miss out on your opportunity to be involved in the inaugural year of this festival.

The final deadline for chamber ensembles to apply is now October 1, 2014. The Festival will take place
March 1214, 2015 in Indianapolis, Indiana.

Thanks to the support of lead sponsor Vandoren, this new Festival, announced at the Midwest Clinic in
Chicago last December, will give a national performance and coaching opportunity to student musicians
in a chamber ensemble setting. What a great way for young musicians to deepen their musicianship and
performance skills!

In order to launch the Chamber Music National Festival, we need the participation of small ensembles
from schools who already know the benefits of participating in quality national and regional level
programs. You have already elected to be a part of Music for All’s programs in the past – please look at
the 2015 Chamber Festival as an opportunity for your students.

If you have questions about the festival, process or the deadline, please call us at 800.848.2263.

Follow us online and join the conversation
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CARDHOLDER’S NAME

TOTAL CHARGE
$

CVV CODEBILLING ZIPEXP. DATE

/
CARD NUMBER

ZIP CODESTATECITY

SHIPPING ADDRESS

NAME

Group Name:__________________________________________________ Performance Date/Time _______________________

Framed 11x14 Group Photo ………….....…..……………...............…...... Quantity  _______ x $    50.00 = $________

                                                           
                                                              TOTAL = $__________

 Dear Director, 

 On behalf of Jolesch Enterprises, Congratulations!  What an honor for your ensemble to perform at the 2015 Music 
for All National Festival.  We are proud to, once again, be the official photographer of Music for All.  
 A Jolesch Enterprises photographer will take your ensemble’s photograph, on stage, immediately prior to your 
performance.  All photos from the event will be available for viewing on our web site at www.joleschenterprises.com 
within a week of the event.

  As a special bonus, we are offering a framed 11x14 custom group photo for only $50. If we receive your paid order 
for the framed print or prints prior to the event, we will deliver them to you befor you depart the festival.  A premium 
group plaque, featuring your ensemble photograph as well as the event logo with your ensemble’s name and the date,  
will be available online. A 20% discount for the plaques are available with a paid group order. Both of these products 
are perfect for an office or the band room.

 If you have a trip coordinator or a lead band booster, please forward this letter to them.  For more information or 
assistance ordering, please contact me at (515) 778-7990 or email me at mark@joleschenterprises.com.assistance ordering, please contact me at (515) 778-7990 or email me at mark@joleschenterprises.com.
 
Sincerely,

Mark Jolesch
Jolesch Enterprises
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Music for All National Festival 
Performance Schedule 
March 12-14, 2015  

Thursday, March 12 

5:00 - 9:00 pm  National Concert Band Festival Concerts 
Clowes Memorial Hall – Featured Ensembles 

5:00 pm Chiawana High School Wind Ensemble; Pasco, WA 
6:00 pm Palo Verde High School Wind Ensemble; Las Vegas, NV 
7:00 pm Oswego High School. Wind Symphony; Oswego, IL 
8:00 pm Wylie East High School Wind Symphony; Wylie, TX 

Friday, March 13

8:00 am – 6:00 pm National Concert Band Festival Concerts 
Schrott Center for the Performing Arts – Invited Ensembles 

8:00 am Olathe North High School Wind Ensemble; Olathe, KS 
9:15 am DeLand High School Wind Ensemble; DeLand, FL 
10:30 am Ben Davis High School Wind Symphony; Indianapolis, IN 
11:45 pm Lassiter High School Symphonic II Band; Marrieta, GA 

1:15 pm Windham High School Concert Band; Windham, NH 
2:30 pm Ballard High School Wind Ensemble; Louisville, KY 
3:45 pm Yorktown High School Symphonic Band; Arlington, VA 

5:00 pm – 6:15 pm Middle School National Festival 
Schrott Center for the Performing Arts 

5:00 pm Clay Middle School Wind Ensemble; Carmel, IN 
5:45 pm Deerpark Middle School Band; Austin, TX 

9:00 am - 3:30 pm National Concert Band Festival Concerts 
Clowes Memorial Hall – Featured Ensembles 

9:00 am Lake Braddock High School Symphonic Band; Burke, VA 
10:00 am Thompson High School Wind Ensemble; Alabaster, AL 
11:00 am Concord-Carlisle High School Concert Band; Concord, MA 

12:30 pm Cuthbertson High School Wind Ensemble; Waxhaw, NC 
1:30 pm McLean High School Symphonic Band; McLean, VA 
2:30 pm Pflugerville High School Wind Ensemble; Pflugerville, TX 

3:30 pm – 4:30 pm Orchestra America National Festival 
Clowes Memorial Hall 

3:30 pm Youth Performing Arts School Orchestra, Louisville, KY 



10:00 am - 5:30 pm Sandy Feldstein National Percussion Festival Concerts 
Warren Performing Arts Center 

10:00 am Grain Valley High School Percussion Ensemble; Grain Valley, MO 
11:00 am Dobson High School Percussion Ensemble; Mesa, AZ 
12:00 pm Park City High School Percussion Ensemble; Park City, UT 

1:30 pm Llano Junior High School Percussion Ensemble; Llano, TX 
2:30 pm North Gwinnett Middle School Percussion Ensemble; Sugar Hill, GA  
3:30 pm Farmington Junior High School Percussion Ensemble; Farmington, UT 
4:30 pm Lassiter High School Percussion Ensemble; Marrieta, GA 

1:30 pm - 4:30 pm Chamber Music Festival Concerts 
Indiana Historical Society  

1:30 pm Centennial High School String Trio; Frisco, TX  
2:00 pm Franklin High School Winds; Franklin, TN  
2:30 pm Penn High School Kingsmen Quintet; Mishawaka, IN 
3:00 pm John Hersey High School Woodwind Quintet; Arlington Heights, IL 
3:30 pm Centennial High School Chamber Ensemble; Frisco, TX 
4:00 pm John Hersey High School Saxophone Quartet, Arlington Heights, IL 

Saturday, March 14 

8:00 am - 1:00 pm National Concert Band Festival Concerts 
Clowes Memorial Hall – Featured Ensembles 

8:00 am Liberty High School Wind Ensemble; Colorado Springs, CO 
9:00 am Moanalua High School Symphonic Wind Ensemble; Honolulu, HI 
10:00 am Lassiter High School Symphonic I Band; Marrieta, GA 
11:00 am John P. Stevens High School Wind Ensemble; Edison, NJ 
12:00 pm Seven Lakes High School Wind Symphony; Katy, TX 

8:30 am - 12:15 pm Sandy Feldstein National Percussion Festival Concerts 
Warren Performing Arts Center 

8:30 am American Youth Philharmonic Percussion Ensemble; Annandale, VA  
9:30 am Yorktown High School Percussion Ensemble; Arlington, VA 
10:30 am McLean High School Percussion Ensemble; McLean, VA 
11:30 am Pflugerville High School Percussion Ensemble; Pflugerville, TX 

9:00 am - 11:30 am Middle School National Festival 
Schrott Center for the Performing Arts 

9:30 am Harpool Middle School Symphonic Band; Argyle, TX 
10:15 am Lamar Middle School and Fine Arts Academy Symphonic Winds; Austin, TX 
11:00 am North Middle School Symphonic Band; Radcliff, KY 
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WELCOME TO THE 2015 MUSIC FOR ALL NATIONAL FESTIVAL!
We are delighted and honored to have you as a participant in the finest festival presentation of high school and middle 
school ensembles in America.  Over its 24 year history, the Music for All National Festival has been known for its 
excellence in performance and atmosphere.  To continue that tradition, we have sought and made available only the 
finest accommodations and services in Indianapolis. 

The Festival is entirely accommodated by three hotel properties, the JW Marriott Indianapolis, the SpringHill Suites 
Indianapolis Downtown and the Fairfield Inn Indianapolis Downtown.  We want you to join us in making sure that 
our use of these properties is well received and the Festival and its participants are regarded as professional and 
valued. 

Because so many groups are coming from various standards of decorum and discipline, we would like to offer the 
following suggestions to you and your students.  We specifically encourage you to review these items with your 
chaperones and with your students before you arrive in Indianapolis. 

HOTEL DECORUM – In General 
We want the Music for All National Festival experience to be the finest experience possible, we have selected the 
highest quality hotels for our participants.  Prior to arrival, please discuss with your students and chaperones the type 
of decorum necessary at the Festival hotels.  The Music For All National Festival is a special and different level of 
event than most student activities.  

We request that groups of students be careful not to block passageways or other common areas by sitting on the 
floor. Like most high school age students, it is normal for them to congregate on the floor in a group and talk, etc. 
We ask that students avoid doing this in the common areas of the hotel.   

As a general rule, please advise your students to speak at a normal voice level and avoid calling out in a raised voice, as 
not everyone in the hotels are with our group and other guests must be able to go about their business without any 
disturbance. 

Ask your students to take caution at elevators and the bottom of the escalators by stepping away immediately from 
elevator doors and the bottom of escalators.  Elevators, in large hotels during large volume times, are in great demand. 
Please ask your students not to make frivolous trips on elevators and not to use them as “entertainment” features.  
MFA has made arrangements for the stairwells of the lower floors to be unlocked.  Students sleeping in rooms on 
these floors should consider using the stairs instead of the elevators during peak times. 

Please ask your students not to wear pajamas and slippers during meal functions.  Students are not allowed to order 
pizza and meals to their rooms.  Food and pizza are also not allowed in meeting rooms of the hotel unless ordered 
from the hotel. If a room is used without our knowledge, your group will incur the charges.  

The Festival hotels have swimming and workout facilities. It is your decision whether your students are allowed to use 
these facilities.  Please note that a lifeguard is NOT on duty, and it is necessary that a chaperone accompany students 
at any and all times should your students be permitted to use these facilities.  MFA and the Festival hotels assume no 
liability for student use of the hotel facilities. 

CHAPERONING – Student General Behavior 
Controlling and monitoring student behavior is the responsibility of participating directors and chaperones. Because 
participants come from so many backgrounds and levels of expectations, we offer the following suggestions for your 
consideration.  These are examples of the rules for behavior and conduct applicable to members of the Honor Band, 
the Honor Orchestra and the Jazz Band of America that you may want to use as a reference. 

National Presenting Sponsor

2015 MUSIC FOR ALL NATIONAL FESTIVAL

Event Decorum Rules 
Music for All National Festival 
March 12-14, 2015 ⋅ Indianapolis, IN 
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Students should not be permitted in the room of a member of the opposite sex at any time or for any reason.  If your 
students are separated boys and girls by floor (unlikely due to the demand for room space), members of the opposite 
sex should not be permitted on the floor of the other sex.  If they are separated by section of a floor, the same rule 
should be expended to that section, where practicable. 

Curfew times should be established.  We suggest room curfews 30 minutes after the last scheduled Festival or band 
activity (in many cases, this time will need to be flexible based upon your arrival time back from events). We suggest 
“lights out” 30 minutes after the room curfew.  

No room switches should be permitted.  For safety and emergency reasons, MFA and the hotel should have reliable 
information on the assigned and actual location of student rooms. 

Student room safety: Students should be instructed to lock and bolt rooms securely for the night.  At this time, no one 
should be permitted to enter a room except a chaperone or director.  Students should be instructed never to open the 
door without asking the person who knocked to identify him/herself.   

Consider restricting use of room phones for outside calls or calls placed after curfew.  Credit and calling card calls are 
permitted, but MFA has restricted long distance service in participant rooms. 

Instruct students not to take towels or any other souvenir from the rooms.  You will have to pay for them and any 
damage done to a sleeping room. 

Prohibit your students from ordering room service or any other outside meals.  We have included good and sufficient 
meals in each Festival package.  Movies and similar services have been restricted.  Nevertheless, you should instruct 
your students not to use or order such services. 

Instruct your students not to play instruments in sleeping rooms or any area of the hotel other than those designated 
for rehearsal and practice purposes. 

Keep doors locked at all times. Each student has a key.  The room number should be memorized and kept separate 
from the key.  Replacement keys can be made at the front desk, but will be done so only after presentation of proper 
identification. 

Check each room (chaperone or director) before check-in and check-out.  Any damage will be assessed and charged 
to the occupants of that room. 

FESTIVAL ETIQUETTE – Concert Audience Etiquette 
The Music for All National Festival is the premier event of its kind.  Audience conduct consistent with that expected 
at orchestral and other classical concerts is expected.  We offer the following considerations: 

Instruct your students to always be courteous to other members of the audience.  They should emulate the same 
standards of conduct that they expect and anticipate for their own performance. 

Our Festival schedule is tight.  Plan, as best as possible, to be early (on time) for concert audience time.  Students 
should be in seats when the concerts begin. 

If you arrive late, wait until a break occurs in the program or you are instructed to enter by ushers.  Then, move 
quickly and quietly to your seat.  Never change seats or leave the hall during a musical number. 

Do not talk while the music is being performed or the Master of Ceremonies is addressing the audience.  Save 
comments until the composition is completed.  Students should be reminded that others in the audience have come to 
listen and enjoy the program. 

It is appropriate to applaud the conductor as he/she comes to the podium at the beginning of a concert, and after 
each time the conductor returns to the podium (should he/she leave the stage during the performance). 
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It is appropriate to applaud after each musical selection.  Even though you may not have personally enjoyed the 
music, be polite and recognize the performers for their efforts.   

Exceptions to the applause rule: 

In American concert performances, it is not customary to applaud between movements of any one selection. 
For extended musical works with more than one section or movement, you should hold your applause until 
all sections/movements are completed.  A clue to appropriateness: when in doubt, do not applaud until the 
conductor lowers his/her arms and turns to the audience (or steps from the podium) for recognition.  

In formal concert presentations, do not applaud a soloist until the complete composition is finished. 

In a jazz or contemporary pop concert, it is appropriate to recognize the soloist immediately following the 
solo while the music continues. 

Do not bring food or drink into the concert hall.  Keep refreshments in the lobby area. 

Following the concert, take your program with you.  Do not leave it under your seat or in the aisle. 

Comply with MFA’s Festival dress code.  Jeans are never appropriate at a concert or other Festival activity.  The only 
exception is the Student Social.  Friday’s Jazz Band and Honor Orchestra concerts and Saturday’s Honor Band and 
Honor Orchestra concerts are more dress-up affairs.  The Gala Awards Banquet on Saturday is semi-formal. 
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This document contains final event reminders that will assist you in your final preparations for the Music for All National 
Festival. Please become familiar with all information sent to you and pass along the critical items to your parents and students. 

Festival Headquarters and Event Hotline 
Music for All will operate at Festival Headquarters located at the JW Marriott Hotel. To reach MFA staff during the event, call 
our Event Hotline: 877.643.6043. 

Please contact the Event Hotline immediately if any travel delays occur while in route to Indianapolis. 

Hotel Arrival and Check-In 
When arriving to your hotel, the director and head chaperone should proceed to the check-in room to pick up the group’s 
room keys. 

JW Marriott: Check-In Room:  Room 109, 1st Floor, JW Marriott Event Center.   
Bus Unload:  Use the “Event Center Drop off” area accessible via W. Washington Street on 
the west side of the hotel. Once you have checked in please unload your group. 

Fairfield Inn: Check-In Room:  Room 109, 1st Floor, JW Marriott Event Center.   
Bus Unload:  Use the “Event Center Drop off” area accessible via W. Washington Street on 
the west side of the hotel. You will unload your buses and walk around the outside of the 
hotel to the Fairfield Inn entrance. Note, director check-in and key pick-up is located inside 
the doors of the Event Center Drop Off.  

SpringHill Suites: Check-In Room:  Room 109, 1st Floor, JW Marriott Event Center.     
Bus Unload:  Use the “Event Center Drop off” area accessible via W. Washington Street on 
the west side of the hotel. You will unload your buses and walk around the outside of the 
hotel to the SpringHill entrance. Note, director check-in and key pick-up is located inside the 
doors of the Event Center Drop Off. 

Please use the Bus “Event Center Drop Off” area located on the west side of the JW Marriott for all of your arrivals and 
departures. The entrance to the drive can be accessed from W. Washington Street.  

During check-in, we will inform you of any changes to the Festival since your final communications. We will also ask you to 
"sign off" on your stage plot at this time to guarantee the accuracy of your set up for performance. 

Hotel Check-Out 
If you are departing Saturday evening following the Honors concerts, you must be checked out of your hotel rooms 
Saturday by 11 a.m. (JW Marriott) or 12 p.m. (SpringHill Suites/Fairfield Inn). Groups who do not honor this policy 
will incur an additional daily charge per room. We have made arrangements for groups to store luggage in secured rooms and 
also have rooms set aside for changing clothes prior to the banquet and changing back to travel clothes following the concert. 
Please inform us of your luggage storage needs at Thursday’s chaperone meeting.  

Bus/Truck Parking Downtown 
Bus/Truck Parking is NOT permitted at the Festival hotels. Downtown bus/truck parking is available at Victory Field, 501 
Maryland Street (across from the Mariott Hotel Complex). The fee is $60.00 per vehicle for the entire festival and includes in 
and out privileges. To reserve parking please complete the following form: 
https://mfa.formstack.com/forms/mfanf_parking_request_form.  

National Presenting Sponsor

2015 MUSIC FOR ALL NATIONAL FESTIVAL

Directors’ Final Reminders 
Music for All National Festival 
March 12-14, 2015 ⋅ Indianapolis, IN 
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If you have to purchase passes on site you will need to purchase them directly from Victory Field. Please park your bus(es) in 
the lot and proceed to the lobby. Enter the doors that say “Comcast Suite Level/Administration” above the glass. You will 
purchase the passes from the front desk. They will provide you with a parking pass to be placed in the vehicles windshield. 
Their phone number is 317-269-3542 if you have any questions.  

Chaperone Meeting 
Chaperone meetings will be held at the JW Marriott Hotel. One chaperone from each ensemble is asked to attend. The 
chaperone meeting will be repeated, but attendance is only required at one session: 

Wednesday - 8:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. in room 311 at the JW Marriott 
Thursday - 5:00 p.m.-5:30 p.m. in room 311 at the JW Marriott  

Dress Code 
At the Music for All National Festival, the dress code is business casual. No jeans or shorts should be worn during the 
week’s activities with the exception of the Student Social. The Student Social has no particular dress code; however, 
please use your best judgment in giving directions to your students. In addition, each ensemble is asked to dress, minimally, in 
semi-formal attire (jacket for boys) for the banquet Saturday evening. Concert attire is perfectly acceptable as well. 

Opening Session 
High School:  The Opening Session will be Thursday from 1:00–2:30 p.m. at the JW Marriott Indianapolis. Please 
plan to be in your seats no later than 12:50 p.m. 

Middle School: The Opening Session will be Thursday from 5:00-6:00 p.m. at the JW Marriott Indianapolis. Please 
plan to be in your seats no later than 4:50 p.m. 

Parent Session:  Parents play an important role in extending the benefits of your student’s experiences into everyday life. 
Parents are invited to attend a special High School Parent Session with Dr. Tim Lautzenheiser on Thursday from 2:45-3:30 
p.m. and a Middle School Parent Session from 6:00-6:30 p.m. at the JW Marriott Indianapolis. All parents are welcome and 
encouraged to attend this informational session. You don’t want to miss this special opportunity! 

Student Socials 
YOUR CHAPERONES must attend this event and are ultimately responsible for your students. 

High School:  The High School Student Social will be held Thursday from 10:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m. at the JW Marriott. 
Light snacks and a DJ will be provided. The location information will be included in your final packet. 

Middle School:  The Middle School Social will be held Thursday from 10:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m. at the NCAA Hall of 
Champions in Indianapolis. The location and walking directions will be included in your final packet. 

Director/Clinician Social 
The Director/Clinician Social will be hosted by Wenger and Music for All and will be held Thursday evening from 10:00 p.m.-
12:00 a.m. at the Music for All offices. Light hors d’oeuvres and beverages will be provided. Traditionally, the social is a 
wonderful time for all directors and clinicians to meet each other and learn about the other music programs represented at the 
Festival.   

Director/Evaluator Dinner hosted by Butler University 
The Music for All National Festival Director/Evaluator dinner will be held Friday evening (6:00-7:30 p.m.) at the JW Marriott 
hotel. This will be an opportunity for directors to interact one-on-one with the masterminds of the music education 
profession.   

Performance Venue Procedures 
Please refer to the “Performance Venue Procedures and Flow” for specific instructions regarding your ensemble’s 
performance at Clowes Memorial Hall, Schrott Center for the Arts, Indiana Historical Society, or Warren Performing Arts 
Center. 

Concert and Banquet Tickets 



3 

Tickets are available for the National Concert Band Festival performances, the Jazz Band of America, Honor Orchestra of 
America and Honor Band of America concerts, Chamber Festival Concert, and the Gala Awards Banquet. Download all ticket 
order and ticket information forms from the Directors Lounge area, under Resources, on our website and share with your 
parents. Tickets are also available for purchase in our online store. The Gala Awards Banquet will be held in the JW Marriott 
Grand Ballroom on Saturday March 14, 2015 beginning at 4:30 p.m.  

Admission to the Sandy Feldstein National Percussion Festival at the Warren Performing Arts Center, the Middle School 
National Music Festival and the Invited Ensemble National Music Festival at the Schrott Center for the Arts and Chamber 
Music Festival at the Indiana Historical Society are free of charge.  

http://www.musicforall.org/what-we-do/mfa-national-festival/festival-tickets 

Please encourage Family and Friends to order their Honor Band Tickets soon as seating is extremely limited. 
Friends and Family packages are still available and be purchased at the following link: 
http://www.cvent.com/events/2015-music-for-all-national-festival/custom-37-
a88009f5e629488195ca415608dbc627.aspx  

Video/Audio Recording at Concert Venues 
Due to the professional crew on-site and in order to comply with copyright laws, no personal recording devices – audio or 
video – will be allowed in the concert halls. Please communicate this policy to your parent group and refer to the “No Video 
or Audio Recordings” flyer on our website for further information. 

BOA 2015 Hall of Fame Inductees 
Music for All will induct four people who have had a significant, positive impact on Bands of America and music education 
into Music for All’s Bands of America Hall of Fame on Saturday, March 14, at the Gala Awards Banquet at the JW Marriott 
Hotel. The 2015 class of inductees into this prestigious Hall of Fame include Remo D. Belli, Richard Saucedo, Mark Jolesch 
and Dr. Nicholas Valenziano.  
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