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52. Best Food & Beverage Program 
 
1. Overview Information 
 
a. Introduction 

 
The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society’s annual PHS Philadelphia Flower Show is the 
world’s longest-running, largest, and most exciting horticultural event, and serves as 
one of Philadelphia’s signature attractions. This year’s extraordinary presentation was 
held February 28 through March 8 at the Pennsylvania Convention Center. 
 
The 2015 theme, “Celebrate the Movies,” showcased Disney and Disney●Pixar films 
and turned the silver screen into living color with floral and landscape displays 
interpreting favorite movies. Every guest felt like a star, and every garden a magical 
setting, as the world’s great floral and landscape designers captured the beauty and 
spirit of the world’s great cinema. 
 
Proceeds from the Flower Show benefit the year-round programs of PHS, which is 
celebrating its 187th year of gardening, greening and learning. PHS initiatives include 
the PHS City Harvest program, which creates green jobs and supports a network of 
community gardens that raise fresh produce for more than 1,200 families in need each 
week during the growing season. 

 
b. Description and Purpose/Objective of Food & Beverage Program 

 
The objective of the food and beverage program at the Flower Show was to raise the 
quality and increase the variety of choices. Aramark created menu items and 
restaurants around the “Celebrate the Movies” theme for 2015. Examples included: The 
Pop Shop, Emerald City Diner and the Saloon.  A popcorn stand by the entrance 
garden sold $50,000 of popcorn during the run of the show.  

 
c. Number and types of vendors 
 
Aramark was the official food and beverage partner at the Philadelphia Flower Show.  
There were 17 different food areas, ranging from vegetarian choices to burgers and 
shakes. Included in this group of vendors were four special partnerships between 
Aramark and local businesses. Aramark embraced the opportunity to include these 
Philadelphia favorites in the overall food and beverage plan and worked with PHS to 
come up with a concept for tying them into this year’s Flower Show theme: 



 

 

* Termini Brothers: Founded in 1929 by two brothers, this legendary bakery began as 
a small humble shop in the heart of South Philadelphia. Today, the third generation 
continues the tradition that their grandfather and father entrusted to them. 
*  Di Bruno Brothers: This Italian market was founded by brothers Danny and Joe Di 
Bruno in 1939. The first Di Bruno Bros. Grocery Store opened at 930 S. 9th Street in 
Philadelphia. 
* Catering by Design: With a focus on pairing food and design in every detail of an 
event, Catering by Design was founded by Peter Loevy in 1991. Loevy partnered with 
Daniel Love in 1998. 
* The PHS Pop Up Garden: The PHS Pop Up Gardens transform under-used or vacant 
spaces into exciting urban oases through the summer and fall. This year at the Flower 
Show, the PHS Pop Up Garden made its first appearance by transforming the Grand 
Hall into a “backlot” experience. 
 
The full list of food and beverage stands included:  
 
1. Movie Candy, Hall A: Assorted movie candy and assorted beverages. 
2. DocPopcorn, Hall A, Entrance Garden: Gourmet popcorn and assorted beverages. 
3. Termini Brothers, Hall A: Assorted bakery items and beverages. 
4. Dusty Saddle Saloon, Hall A: Burgers, cheesesteaks, grilled chicken and salad. 
5. Java City Coffee, Hall A: Coffee, bakery items, cold sandwiches and beverages. 
6. The Malt Shop, Hall A: Specialty burgers and hot dogs, fries, milkshakes and malts. 
7. Cheesteaks, Hall B: Cheesesteaks, fries, cheese fries, funnel cake and lemonade. 
8. DiBruno Brothers, Hall B: Italian sandwiches, antipasto, chicken pastina soup, 
Mediterranean plate, assorted grab-and-go salads, and assorted beverages and 
espresso. 
9. Movie Candy, Hall B: Assorted movie candy, popcorn and beverages. 
10. Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream, Hall C: Assorted ice cream, pretzels and beverages. 
11. Emerald City Diner, Bridge: Grilled salmon, carved turkey sandwiches, hand-
carved roast beef, grilled chicken parmesan and crispy hand-cut fries with natural sea 
salt. 
12. Legends Speakeasy, Overlook Café & Lounge: Fried oyster po boy slider, braised 
beef slider, chicken paillard slider, rosemary truffle fries and grilled burgers with 
caramelized onions and chevre cheese spread. 
13. Gourmet Grill, Overlook Café & Lounge: Cheesesteaks, burgers, buffalo chicken 
sandwiches and fries. 
14. California Crisp, Overlook Café & Lounge: Greek and chicken salads, roast beef, 
roasted turkey and Caesar wraps. 
15. Boardwalk Specials, Overlook Café & Lounge: Roast beef, chicken fritters, 
meatball grinders, and Italian sausage. 



 

 

16. Sandwich Company, Overlook Café & Lounge: Turkey and tuna salad sandwiches, 
chicken noodle soup, broccoli soup and a South Philly special sandwich. 
17. PHS Pop Up Garden at the Backlot, Grand Hall: Gastro burgers, popcorn chicken, 
seasoned fries and beer. 

 
d. Site Plan 
 
Click here to view the site plan with Food & Beverage locations.  
 
e. Cash Management Process  
 
Both cash and credit cards were accepted at all of the food and beverage vendors. 
  
f. Fee Structures  
 
Food and beverage sales grew 11.3% in 2015 from the 2014 Flower Show, to a total of 
$1,286,251.80 in sales. 
 
g. Alcohol Beverage Training/Control 
 
The ages of all guests who are purchasing an alcoholic beverage are checked. In the 
Grand Hall, visitors were carded before entering the PLCB (Pennsylvania Liquor Control 
Board) tasting area, “Fine Wine and Good Spirits.” Show visitors enter this area for an 
assortment of free tastings of new wines and spirits. There is also a shop where visitors 
can purchase new discoveries.  
 
h. Vendor Application Process 
 
There is no official application or bidding process for partnership with Aramark, however 
Aramark looks for vendors with WMBE (Women and Minority Business Enterprise) 
certifications. For special events such as the Flower Show, Aramark makes exceptions. 
About 98% of the food and vendors are operated by Aramark. 
 
 i. Festival/Event Controlled Products & Services 
 
Aramark vendors did not have controlled products or services. 
 
 j. Promotional Activities to Drive Business 
 
Press releases leading up to the show described the variety of meals options at this 
year’s show.  

http://phsonline.org/media/resources/2015FlowerShow_FoodBeverageLocations.pdf


 

 

The Official Guide to the 2015 PHS Philadelphia Flower Show, published by Digital 
First Media, featured an article about the PHS Pop Up Garden transforming the Grand 
Hall, as well as another article “Eat Your Way Through the Flower Show” about the 
specialty restaurants and spirits available at the show. (In white binder.) 
The Philadelphia Inquirer published an article on Feb. 27 by Virginia Smith, “The 
Blooming Cinema” which promoted the special vodka and bourbon tastings with Dan 
Aykroyd and Ethan Wayne in advance of the dates. 
Philly.Com published an article by Virginia Smith about the new PHS Horticulture Cider 
on March 6, 2015, “Wyndridge Farm’s Success With Cider on Display at Flower Show.” 
FYI Philly did a story in advance about the menus and themed restaurants.  
The PHS Blog featured a story “Flower Show Foodie Alert” with information about the 
different food choices available at the Flower Show. 
Philadelphia Style magazine’s article, “Hooray for Hollywood” in the February issue, 
talked about the beefed-up food program, the new PHS hard cider being introduced at 
the PHS Pop Up Garden at the Backlot, and the themed restaurants. 
FlipSidePA, promoted the new PHS hard cider in advance, announcing that it would be 
sold by the bottle, in six-packs and by the case at the Flower Show. 
Girls Night Out, the ultimate ladies’ night, presented by Philadelphia Style magazine, 
was promoted heavily in advance as the best VIP party ever with gourmet food, wine 
tastings and complimentary cocktails. 
Celebrity appearances in the PLCB “Fine Wine and Good Spirits roped-off area 
included:   
Dan Aykroyd: The film and television star signed bottles of his additive-free Crystal 
Head Vodka on March 6. 
Ethan Wayne, son of John Wayne, signed bottles of Duke Bourbon on Feb. 28 and 
presented a display of memorabilia of the Academy Award-winning actor. 
 

 
k.  Power/Water Access 
 
The Pennsylvania Convention Center provided direct access to water and electric. 
 
l.    Waste Disposal 
 
Compostable products were used for the Preview Party. The Aramark concessions    
department did not utilize compostable items during the show, but all of the cutlery, 
ecoGrounds paper supplies and trays used for burgers were all compostable. 
 
 2. Supporting Question: What We Updated/Changed From the Year Before 
 
The restaurants were all designed in looks and menu to tie-in with the Hollywood movie 

http://articles.philly.com/2015-03-06/food/59812748_1_cider-steve-philadelphia-flower-show
http://phsblog.org/2015/02/25/come-for-the-flowers-and-enjoy-the-food/


 

 

theme. Additionally, the menus were expanded to offer organic, vegetarian choices as 
well as diner-style burgers and shakes. This varied menu appealed to a greater range of 
visitors, and vendors themed many sandwiches and burgers after famous Hollywood 
actors and actresses. The addition of the PHS Pop Up Garden at the Backlot was new 
in 2015. The Pop Up Garden was very popular and served the new PHS Horticulture 
Cider as well as two  “Celebrate the Movies” cocktails during the show:  Marilyn 
Monroe’s “Seven Year Itch,” a whiskey sour, and the “Casablanca,” a blend of lemon 
juice, gin and champagne. 
 
 3. Supporting Materials 
 
Map with food and beverage concession locations 
 
The PHS Blog featured a story “Flower Show Foodie Alert” with information about the 
different food choices available at the Flower Show. 
 
Six photos in binder and on flash drive 
 
PHS Philadelphia Flower Show Food and Beverage Menu Offerings (in binder) 
 
 
 

   
   
   
    

http://phsonline.org/media/resources/2015FlowerShow_FoodBeverageLocations.pdf
http://phsblog.org/2015/02/25/come-for-the-flowers-and-enjoy-the-food/

