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The Memphis in May World Championship Barbecue Cooking Contest is the largest pork 

competition on the planet and is a serious celebration of Memphis’ claim as the Barbecue Capital of 

the World! The event has two distinct targets…the competitors and the curious. 

 

For the Competitors, the event is broken into three main categories of the cooking competition: ribs, 

shoulder and whole hog. The 250 cooking teams must compete in one of those categories, but may 

also enter into one of several other ancillary contests, including Anything But Pork, Best Sauce and 

Hot Wings. For teams that like to show off more than their culinary skills there are entertainment 

divisions including the Ms. Piggie Idol Contest as well as the Best Booth and Best T-Shirt Design 

competitions. In all more than $110,000 in prize money is awarded during the three-day event. 

 

For the Curious, the World Championship Barbecue Cooking Contest draws people from around the 

country. Consumers can determine the “people’s champion” while enjoy a sampling of 

Championship Barbecue through the Kingsford Tour of Champions Judging. They can also get an 

inside look at the event with the Cooker’s Caravan tour. Finally there is plenty of live entertainment 

and grilling tips offered by the greats of the grill! 

 

The World Championship Barbecue Cooking Contest is produced by Memphis in May International 

Festival, Inc., a 501-C(3) not-for-profit, community-focused organization. Memphis in May also 

produces the Beale Street Music Festival and AutoZone Sunset Symphony as well as an 

International Salute featuring an honored country each year.  

Memphis in May created a new element as part of the 2015 World Championship Barbecue Cooking 

Contest – the .2K Big Hog Run! Yes, that’s .2, approximately 656 feet.  The .2K Big Hog Run took 

place on Wednesday, May 13. The “race” started at the corner of Main St. and Beale St. and finish 

at the foot of Beale St. and Riverside Drive. During the .2K “race” each participant was required to 

stop at a “hydration station” and drink an ice cold beer or water to ensure the safety of all runners 

and help guard against heat stroke.  All participants were encouraged to dress in costume, though it 

was not a requirement. 
 



The .2K Big Hog Run is for members of the 250 BBQ teams and judges, but is limited to 3 runners 

per BBQ team. The race is professionally timed by the BestTimes using a microchip that has been 

attached to each runner’s race bib. Winners are determined by a specialized computer scoring 

system that factors age, BMI (Body Mass Index) and time, so just because you passed the finish line 

first doesn’t guarantee you 1
st
 place. Thus, the “big” boys and girls have a more competitive chance 

to place higher and earn part of the $2,600 prize purse. 

 

The entry fee for each participant is $20.  Each participant received a commemorative race t-shirt, 

medal and car decal.  The top five finishers received cash prizes (1
st
 Place - $1,000, 2

nd
 Place - 

$750, 3
rd

 Place - $500, 4
th
 Place - $250 and 5

th
 Place - $100).  The top five finishers were also 

announced on stage during an awards ceremony in which they received a trophy along with their 

cash prize.  

The target audience for the Big Hog Run are men 

and women who are Judges or on participating 

World Championship Barbecue Cooking Contest 

teams.  The minimum weight requirement is 175 lbs. 

for male participants and 150 lbs. for female 

participants.  The Big Hog Run had a total of 100 

participants in its inaugural race. 



Memphis in May was looking to add a fun, new element or event as part of the World Championship 
Barbecue Cooking Contest.  Because of the growing popularity of running events, we thought a race 
would be ideal.  Because it’s an event within our Barbecue Cooking Contest and we were 
encouraging the “big hogs” to participate, we naturally named the race the Big Hog Run. 
 
The race started just moments before gates opened for a team family and friends night.  The race 
also concluded at the corner of Beale Street and Riverside Drive, right at the main entrance gates to 
the event.  Race participants dressed in pig costumes and were served bacon prior to the start of the 
race. 
 
Not only was the Big Hog Run the perfect race for the World Championship Barbecue Cooking 
Contest, it was an ideal event to tie-in with the main festival and will continue to grow in years to 
come.  

The Big Hog Run charged participants a $20 entry 

fee.  With the 100 runners we had sign up, we 

generated $2,000 in entry fees.  We also received 

a sponsorship from Smithfield to exclusively 

sponsor the event for $7,500. 

 

The revenue generated from the entry fees and 

sponsorship helped offset the prize money 

associated with the top 5 finishers (total prize 

purse of $2,600) along with the cost of trophies, 

medals, t-shirts, race bibs and a few other race 

setup costs.  

This was the first year of the Big Hog Run.  It was 
held on Wednesday, May 13 at 4:00 PM at the 
beginning of “Family & Friends” night of the World 
Championship Barbecue Cooking Contest.  Although 
the race itself only lasted a few minutes, the pre-race 
activities and post-race media coverage made it 
seem like an all-day affair.  



Smithfield, a pork processing and packing company, was the 
exclusive sponsor of the Big Hog Run.  They provided a 
sponsorship of $7,500 towards the Big Hog Run.  In return, 
Smithfield was allowed signage at the event along with their 
name and/or logo included in any mentions of the Big Hog Run 
and on any printed materials produced for the race. 

Running events have continued to grow in popularity and in style.  Not only are there typical 
5K’s, 10K’s and marathons, but combine any of those with obstacle courses, mud, water slides, 
etc. and you have a new fun and unique race that attracts a new target market. 
 
What makes the Big Hog Run unique is the comedic, yet serious, structure of a race.  It’s a .2K… 
656 feet to be exact.  We encouraged people to participate that wouldn’t normally run or jog in 
a long distance race and, if they did, would have an unlikely chance of winning.  The computing 
system which we used to determine the race winner used each participants BMI along with 
their running time.  Thus, a runner who finished in the middle of the pack, but has a high BMI 
has a more likely chance to win than someone who finished with a better time and has a lower 
BMI.  This made it an even playing field across the board. 
 
The Big Hog Run was enjoyed by all that participated and watched.  Not only was it fun, but it 
was wildly entertaining.  The majority of the field was dressed in costume, from traditional 
running gear, to pig noses or snouts, to full bodied pig outfits.  Like any race there was an 
official timing system, electronic race bibs to keep track of each runner’s data, a warm-up/pre-
carb station (ours included beer and bacon) and a hydration station at the halfway point.  



The inaugural Big Hog Run .2K was very successful.  We hit our maximum number of participants in 
the first year and continued to have patrons wanting to sign up.  Prior to the event a few runners 
were even submitting their costume ideas and documenting their training regimes to share via our 
social media outlets.  Every local TV news station, including the local paper, were onsite getting 
interviews and footage of the race. 
 
The Big Hog Run will be in place again at our 2016 event and we expect to double the number of 
participants.  It has the potential to continuously grow over the years and attract even more media 
attention.  It was the perfect kickoff for the World Championship Barbecue Cooking Contest.  

One of the biggest challenges that comes with any new event is getting people to attend.  With the 

Big Hog Run it was getting team members and judges to sign up.  The Big Hog Run was announced 

on April 12, giving us just 4 ½ weeks to market the event and get enough attendees to sign up to 

make it relevant.  We knew we needed to market the event as a fun, new kickoff event for the World 

Championship Barbecue Cooking Contest. With our marketing efforts (social media posts and e-

blasts) and generous prize purse, we were able to meet and exceed our target numbers for the first 

year of the Big Hog Run. 



Big Hog Run Car Decal 

Big Hog Run Participation Medal and T-Shirt 

Big Hog Run Official Logo 
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Approximate Distance of Run is 656 Feet.



Memphis in May World Championship Barbecue Cooking Contest, known around 
the globe for its fierce competitiveness from among the world’s most formidable 
competitors, has announced an additional event beginning in 2015, with its Inaugural Big 
Hog Run. This event addresses the increasing popularity of running events, and will serve 
as a grand opening kick-off to the 2015 WCBCC.

Event: Big Hog Run – America’s Premiere .2K Run       When: Wednesday, May 13, 4:00pm (registration starts at 2:30 p.m.)

Who: MIM-only Competition Team Members and Certified Judges  
This prestigious race competition is limited to no more than 3 Barbeque Team member participants per team and Memphis 
In May Certified competition judges. Winners are determined by computer scoring that factors age, BMI and time, so anyone 
could be a winner. Minimum weight requirement is 175 lbs. per male participant, and 150 lbs. per female participant.  

Where: Starting Line Beale St. @ Main.  Finish Riverside Drive @ Beale St. 
This run course takes participants through the heart of historic Beale Street, winding your way to a majestic finish and view 
at beautiful Riverside Drive. (Please see course map for further details.) Distance approximately 656 feet.

To ensure the safety of all runners, and guard against heat stroke, hydrations stations will be positioned at Beale and Front 
Street. Big Hog Racers will be required to hydrate with a beverage of their choice, (beer, water and sport drinks will be 
available), before completing the last down-hill leg of the race.

Entry Fee: $20 per person, with each participant receiving a competition running shirt and medal, with successful 
completion of the race.

Prize Money: The top five finishers will receive cash prizes as follows: First place $1,000, Second place $750, Third place 
$500, Fourth place $250 and Fifth place $100.  The top five finishers will be announced during award ceremonies on stage 
Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m. at which time the prize purse will be distributed.    
 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________  Check one:         Team Member           Judge  

Team Name:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone:________________________________________________ e-mail:______________________________________________________________________________

Date of Birth:__________________________________ Height:____________________________________Weight:_______________________________________ 

Prior race experience:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Training Regime:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

       Yes I am interested in media appearances in association with the race!

Application Deadline is Monday, May 4th at 5:00.  Submit completed application with registration fee of $20, with check 
made payable to Memphis in May and send to Memphis in May, Big Hog Run, 56 S. Front St., Memphis, TN 38103.  For further 
information contact Race Director Chris Duncan at cduncan@memphisinmay.org.  Run participants are encouraged to dress in 
costume.  

Participant’s Signature _____________________________________________________________________________ Date _______________________________

BIG HOG RUN
M E M P H I S  I N  M A Y  W O R L D  C H A M P I O N S H I P  B A R B E C U E  C O O K I N G  C O N T E S T  P R E S E N T S
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