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Overview 
Background 
The Portland Rose Festival is a 108-year-old, community-wide celebration 
serving families and individuals from Oregon and beyond with events and 
programs that promote the arts, education and volunteerism.  Dozens of events -
- the majority of which are free to the public -- invite the community to celebrate 
our commitment to the environment, our diverse cultures, our country, and our 
"Rose City." More than 400 volunteers invest thousands of hours in supporting 
these events and programs each year.  
 
Since the earliest years of the Portland Rose Festival, our community celebration 
has been represented by a Court of outstanding young women of which one 
queen is selected to reign over each Festival. In 1907 Carrie Lee Chamberlain, 
the governor’s daughter, was appointed to serve as Queen during the Festival’s 
inaugural year. From 1908 to 1913 a king, Rex Oregonus, ruled over the festival. 
And in 1914, 17-year old Thelma Hollingsworth was a clerk in a railroad office 
when her boss asked her to become a candidate for Rose Festival Queen. Little 
did she know that after an exciting campaign for election, she would receive 
more than two million votes and be catapulted into Rose Festival history to lead 
as the first of 101 elected Rose Festival queens! 
 
Starting in the 1930s, the young women on the Court have been selected from 
local area high schools - a tradition that continues today. The Rose Festival 
Court program has been a source of pride, of excitement and through 
unprecedented public interest and media coverage, has become a beloved 
Oregon tradition.   
  
The Court program parallels the early efforts to recognize the excellence of 
young women. The Court is one of the first and longest running programs in 
Oregon which rewards young women with scholarships for higher education. 
Each of the fifteen Court princesses receives a $3,500 scholarship towards 
continuing education at a college/university of their choice. Today the Court 
showcases academic achievement and community service, as well as a true 



reflection of Portland's growing cultural diversity. Court members ultimately 
become the faces, hands and feet of the Portland Rose Festival in the 
community.  
 
Purpose/Objective 
With any longstanding program comes the need for review to breathe new life 
and maintain a fresh perspective. Every several years, the Festival leaders invite 
community members to dissect the program to ensure the purpose is being 
served. The program has seen task forces created most recently in 1995, 1999, 
2005, 2008, and 2011. The 2011 committee convened for five meetings and 13.5 
hours together. The 11-member Committee prepared a list of 9 
recommendations for implementation in the 2012 Rose Festival Court program. 
These recommendations were reviewed and approved by the Festival's 
Executive Committee. At the heart of the recommendations was the Court 
mission:  
 
To provide scholarships for higher education, to promote community outreach 
and volunteerism, and to offer networking and mentoring opportunities to 
outstanding young women in a program that perpetuates an appreciation for 
Rose Festival history and tradition.  
 
Our objective is two-fold: to reach young women with an outstanding educational 
experience, and to spread the Rose Festival spirit though the community. The 
mission statement took a visual form in the Court Review Committee with the 
Portland Rose Festival Foundation's mission at the center of the triangle, the 
primary focus on community outreach, and focus on scholarship and personal 
development.  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Audience/Number of Participants 
The Portland Rose Festival is delighted by the ongoing interest from young 
women throughout Portland in the Court program. In 2009, an expansion was 
enacted that stretched beyond the Portland city limits, opening up two new 
openings on the Court to represent Metro East and Metro West areas. In 2015,  
48 schools were eligible to participate in the program and 120 applications were 
submitted overall. 
 



The Court of fifteen concludes their school work in early May thanks to a formal 
agreement with the Portland Public School Board to freeze all grades. This 
agreement allows the Court to embark on a five-week travel schedule without the 
added pressure to maintain their academic standing. Court travels provides a 
once in a lifetime opportunity to travel as ambassadors of the Rose Festival 
across the region, sharing the festival experience to those who might not 
otherwise be able to experience the Rose Festival - such as homebound seniors, 
hospitalized children, and those outside of the greater Portland area. The Court 
program continues to reach new areas of the community with visits and service 
projects. More than 100 groups and organizations enjoyed a visit from the 2015 
Rose Festival Court, including 23 community outreach projects, 22 cities outside 
of Portland, 19 elementary and middle schools, 20 businesses, 13 
retirement/senior centers, and at least 11 other charitable institutions.   
 
Impact on the Community 
Community Outreach tops the mission triangle, identifying the Court's primary 
focus during their five-weeks of travel. Each year, the Rose Festival receives 
hosting requests from different community organizations. During the course of 
their travels, the 2015 Court made just over 100 appearances in the community.  
 
The community service projects below were designed specifically for the 2015 
Court: 

 Special Needs Prom - The Court spent an hour dancing and celebrating 
with special needs students at a community prom. 

 Courtyard Fountains Retirement Community - Court members spent time 
with residents packing military boxes. 

 The Court and their mentors from Unitus Community Credit Union spent 
their first activity together packing food boxes at Snowcap Charities and 
celebrating their hard work with a pizza dinner.  

 SOLVE Project - The Court worked to remove invasive plants and species 
and mulched native habitat. 

 Court members helped decorate floats at SCI 3.2 for the Spirit Mountain 
Casino Grand Floral Parade. 

 
One of the most impactful community outreach projects was an initiative from the 
Court Review Committee to reach not only young women in high school, but start 
making waves at the elementary school level. Each Court member took one 
morning of travel to create their own project at the elementary school that they 
attended growing up. This is what the Court members had to say about their 
personalized elementary school outreach projects: 
 
Kahedja Burley from Jefferson High School: "I went to my third grade class 
and talked to the kids. They loved it just as much as I did! They loved asking me 
questions and I think they really absorbed everything I was telling them." 
 
 



Elli Simotas from David Douglas High School: "The students had many 
questions for me that I was able to answer. I was surprised with how many girls 
were interested in becoming a future Rose Festival Princess! It made me realize 
that I am able to make an impact on the community." 
 
Sierra Hosea from Franklin High School: "I enjoyed going to meet several 
different classes and help them with different activities. The kids were so 
energetic! I was inspired by their energy and it made me want to go and help 
younger students more. I even fixed several computers in the computer lab!" 
  
Cristell Gonzalez-Perez from Parkrose High School: "My project was even 
better than I expected. It was a fun and active experience as I was able to show 
little girls how to be a role model. It helped me realize once more why I want to 
become a pediatrician." 
 
Clara Cannon from Valley Catholic High School: "They were so excited to 
meet me! They thought I was a real princess and had tons of questions." 
 
Erika Manzo from Roosevelt High School: "I helped two kinder classes in the 
art room doing cutting and painting activities. Then, I helped kids with their writing 
in a third grade class. The teachers were able focus more on giving instructions 
because I was there to help with the other materials." 
 
The community outreach projects serve the greater Portland and Oregon area, 
but the fifteen young women on the Court are also community members who are 
served by this program each year. From the moment each young woman applies 
for the Rose Festival Court program, she achieves success by completing each 
step of the process. She gains college essay preparation from completing the 10-
page application and she achieves confidence and poise by participating in 
judging and interview sessions as well as building her public speaking skills. 
Once elected to the Rose Festival Court, the learning continues with training in 
business etiquette, media relations practice, Portland and surrounding area 
history, and the opportunity to build a relationship with a female executive from 
Unitus Community Credit Union, the new title sponsor of the Court program. 
These young women also learn about the surrounding communities during their 
travels. They visit cultural institutions, charitable organizations, historic sites, 
government sessions, schools, businesses, and other cities - broadening their 
own understanding of their community. A customized curriculum helps each 
participant document her experience and journal about what she has learned. 
Additionally, each court member receives a $3,500 scholarship to support her 
higher education goals. 
 
Tie-in to Main Event 
Since the first elected queen in 1914, the Court has served as ambassadors to 
the City of Portland during the Festival's five-week run. The Court essentially 
becomes the face of the Portland Rose Festival. The Court selection process 
begins in February with judging sessions and dominates the media in March 



when one Court member is selected each weekday for three weeks straight. This 
media frenzy occurs just as the festival hype begins leading up to opening day of 
the Festival over Memorial Day weekend in May. 
 
In 2015, the Opening Celebration & Fireworks had a special knighting ceremony 
wherein Portland's Mayor Charlie Hales and the Clown Prince, Rose Festival's 
mascot, helped "knight" local foster children who attended in partnership with the 
Rose Festival's 2015 Official Charity, Boys and Girls Aid. Following the 
ceremony, Court members could be seen interacting with the children and 
helping to make their night even more special (see photos in Supporting 
Materials). 

The Court was seen days later on May 30 waving to the crowd from Lyft vehicles 
in the illuminating Starlight Parade. The girls walked through the streets amongst 
the children in the Junior Parade on June 3. They stopped to smell the roses on 
June 4 at the 125th Annual Spring Rose Show. On June 5, the Court spent the 
morning touring one of the ships participating in Rose Festival's Fleet Week on 
the waterfront seawall. All of this led up to the Queen's Coronation that took 
place on June 6 where Queen Kahedja Burley of Jefferson High School was 
crowned. All 15 girls rode on the Unitus Community Credit Union float in the 
Grand Floral Parade directly after the coronation, making one final public 
appearance at the Rose Festival's premier event. The Rose Festival Court has a 
presence at almost every event that takes place throughout the month of May 
leading into June, helping them represent the festival and city of Portland alike. 
 
Duration of Program  
From day one of the 108-year-old Festival, the Court program was represented 
by a queen. However, it wasn't until the election of Thelma Hollingsworth in 1914 
that the queen was joined by a Court of maids. Every year since 1914, a Queen 
and Court have been selected to reign over the festival and spread the joyful 
celebration all over the northwest region. From 1914 to 1930, young women were 
nominated by businesses to run for the Rose Festival Court. For instance, in 
1914 Thelma Hollingsworth was working as lead file clerk in the freight claims 
office at the Oregon Railroad Company when her boss nominated her to 
represent the company and run for the Rose Festival Court. She then went on to 
become the first elected Rose Festival Queen. Beginning in 1931, the Queen has 
been a Portland high school student, selected from the Rose Festival Court. 
Since the Portland Rose Festival Foundation was legally incorporated in 1932, 
each Court Member has received a college scholarship from the Foundation. 
Today, each Court Member receives a $3,500 scholarship funded by The 
Randall Group. 
   
Overall Revenue and Expense Budget 
The Rose Festival Court program has experienced challenges in funding due to 
the slow revival of the economic state. The program is blessed by dedicated 



corporate sponsorship, but continues to struggle with supplemental tangible and 
monetary donations.  
 
Despite the financial difficulties, the Rose Festival Court received outstanding 
support from the community. The wardrobe donations ensure that court members 
have proper attire for all their activities. During their five weeks of travels, meals 
are donated by multitudes of restaurants and community groups.  
 
The Court program receives a large amount of support from sponsors. Unitus 
Community Credit Union, the new presenting sponsor of the Court program, 
provides financial support for the program as well as providing an executive 
mentor for each Court member. The scholarships for the Court, valued at 
$52,500, are funded by The Randall Group.  
 
Cash revenues are budgeted at $37,200 with cash expenses estimated at 
approximately $33,350 (not including scholarships). Additional expenses are 
supported through in-kind donations estimated over $5,000 in 2015.  
 
Description of Sponsor 
2015 marked a major transition in Rose Festival Court sponsorship. Pacific 
Power, a local electric utility, had been the title sponsor of the Court program for 
the past 10 years, until budget reductions prevented them from continuing their 
partnership with Rose Festival for the time being. 
 
Unitus Community Credit Union secured title sponsorship for the 2015 Court 
program, in addition to the Queen's Coronation, Court mentorship program and 
Grand Floral Parade Court float for their first year. Following the model that 
Pacific Power and Rose Festival built together in previous years, Unitus 
immediately took ownership of the program with passion and care. Utilizing not 
only their own female executives, but fellow female executives within the 
surrounding community, Unitus built the 2015 mentorship program consisting of 
nine women from Unitus, the CEO of Point West Credit Union, the Vice President 
of Strategic Planning for local non-profit All Hands Raised, the Manager of 
Business Services from Rivermark Community Credit Union, and three returning 
mentors from Pacific Power. This incredible melting pot of mentors made for a 
wonderfully unique opportunity for the 2015 Rose Festival Court to expand 
beyond the title sponsor to gain tools and techniques from mentors in differing 
facets of the community. 
 
The relationship between each Court member and her mentor is ongoing 
throughout the entire process from the moment each Princess is named to 
represent her school. Each Court member meets her mentor at her school 
announcement for the first time and they have a series of get-to-know-you 
activities. This year, Unitus Community Credit Union chose to spend their first 
group activity with the Court packing food boxes at Snowcap Charities and 
celebrated their hard work with pizza afterward.  



Court members and their mentors also regularly participate together in activities 
during travel to share career advice and friendship through a series of activities 
including community service projects and job shadow opportunities. In the past, 
Pacific Power had chosen to organize a Career Workshop for the Court, which 
Unitus transformed into a Life Skills 101 Workshop in 2015. Using various guest 
speakers, the workshop coached the Court on everything from health and 
nutrition to money management and financial responsibility in preparation for 
college years ahead. 
 
While Unitus Community Credit Union provides job training and life skills advice, 
another corporate sponsor, The Randall Group, couples the initiative by providing 
each of the fifteen Court members with a $3,500 scholarship for the purpose of 
promoting college education among young women. The scholarship is intended 
to aid in defraying expenses of her chosen accredited college or university.  
 
Overall Effectiveness 
Since the 1930s, the Portland Rose Festival Court program has seen highs and 
lows, but the greatest testimony to this program was seen through a Court survey 
conducted in 2012. The survey results prove to be valuable each year, as the 
program celebrates its 83-year history from providing scholarships to almost 
1,000 young women to crowning the 101st Queen this year. In 2012, the Festival 
sent a survey to over 600 living past princesses to capture their memories, 
experiences, and ultimately how the program enriched their life. The information 
we received from the survey served as a tribute to the historical effectiveness 
and ongoing relevance of the Rose Festival Court program.  
 
The information collected affirmed several core initiatives of the program through 
the series of questions asked and the answers we received: 
 
What is the overall assessment of your Court experience? (1 = Poor, 5 = 
Outstanding)  
The average response was a 4.83 which alone proves how fondly past Court 
members from even 60 and 70 years ago remember the Rose Festival Court 
program. 
 
Did you graduate from college? 
The average of responses came in at 74% YES. In 2015 that number is expected 
to be much higher, however we were polling women from the 1930s - 2012 at a 
time when higher education wasn't a common career path for women. And in the 
last 20 years, the percentage has grown to 97% college graduates because there 
were several survey respondents that are still enrolled in college. Furthermore, 
we compare those numbers to what we found from the Oregon Department of 
Education. Based on 100 students in Oregon, only 72% complete a high school 
diploma in 5 years. And of that 72% of high school graduates, those that enroll in 
college within a year and a half of high school graduation, only 43% graduate 
from college. The Rose Festival takes pride in the number of young women that 



have served on the Court and attained higher degrees and gone on to achieve 
great accomplishments.   
 
What have been some of your major personal and professional accomplishments 
since your Rose Festival experience? 
This question represents the heart and soul of the project, tracking the success 
and memories of court members. The responses show a heavy focus on 
education and value placed on scholarships from their time on the Court which 
enforces the value of the Rose Festival Court experience. Specific 
accomplishments ranged from gaining confidence, becoming a professional 
woman, ambition, and creating life-long friendships. 
 
Given those statistics from the surveys we collected, it’s clear that our past Court 
members attribute many aspects of their success, from attending college, to 
gaining confidence, to carrying out a professional career, to their time on the 
Rose Festival Court. We found that 70% of past Court members live within 25 
miles of the Rose Festival office making up the community right around us. 
 
Besides the nearly 1,000 past court members are the 15 young women that are 
elected to the Court each year. Almost 250 students applied for the program in 
the past two years which shows that the program is holding strong. During their 
travels, the Rose Festival Court meets an estimated 3,500 people in the greater 
Portland community, in addition to the hundreds of thousands they encounter 
during public visits such as parades. Many of these community members might 
not otherwise have the opportunity to experience the Portland Rose Festival due 
to circumstances or distance. Each year, 80% of groups who host the Rose 
Festival Court invite them to return the following year, demonstrating an ongoing 
appreciation for the Rose Festival Court's enthusiasm and service.  
 
Conclusion 
The Rose Festival Court reflects the diversity of Portland and the inspiring 
potential of our community's young people. The Rose Festival Princesses are a 
symbol of Rose Festival that holds both nostalgia and modern relevance, part of 
an enduring showcase for impressive young women. By continually engaging the 
best and the brightest of today's young women in active, educational outreach to 
their own community, the Portland Rose Festival Court program invests in our 
community and builds an ongoing appreciation for the Rose Festival as its 
signature celebration.  
 



Supporting Question  

What did you do to update/change this program from the year before?  
Were your updates/changes successful? 
 
The bulk of changes made to the 2015 Court program stemmed from the new 
title sponsor, Unitus Community Credit Union. The process of losing Pacific 
Power as the title sponsor after 10 years and opening the new sponsorship 
opportunity to other businesses proved how desirable the Court program has 
become from a sponsorship perspective. Many companies were exploring 
different packages of the four key components that were "up for grabs": title 
sponsor of the Court program, title sponsor of the Queen's Coronation, sponsor 
of the Court's float in the Grand Floral Parade and mentorship program sponsor. 
Presented as four separate opportunities, Unitus competed for the full package 
against other top companies including Wells Fargo. Finding a sponsor to support 
the program entirely was fantastic, but the real bonus came from Untius' 
relationship with alumnus sponsor, Pacific Power. 
 
Previous Court and mentorship program coordinator Sheila Holden of Pacific 
Power opened her arms to Unitus, encouraging an open dialogue and even 
keeping three Pacific Power mentors in the 2015 program under Untius' name. 
For competing companies to build such a friendship is only further proof of how 
the Court program continues to bring communities together. The union of the old 
and the new brought together a beautiful mentor program built upon with the 
fresh eyes of Unitus as well as best practices and lessons learned from Pacific 
Power. 
 
Beyond Pacific Power, Unitus Community Credit Union went even further to 
include other new female executives in the mentorship program. In addition to 
the nine women from Unitus and three from Pacific Power, mentors included the 
CEO of Point West Credit Union, the Vice President of Strategic Planning for 
local non-profit All Hands Raised, and the Manager of Business Services from 
Rivermark Community Credit Union. Each mentor brought her own set of life 
lessons and professional coaching to their assigned Court member. 
 
Additionally, Unitus transformed a previous Career Workshop into a Life Skills 
101 Workshop in 2015. Using various guest speakers, the workshop addressed 
topics on everything from health and nutrition to money management and 
financial responsibility in preparation for college years ahead (see photos in 
Supporting Materials). The workshop is a symbol of how the Court program itself 
expanded in 2015 to include new faces, content, experiences and knowledge. 
After 101 years, the Rose Festival Court program continues to evolve and impact 
the lives of young women in ways never done before. 
 
 



Supporting Materials Index  
 
Supporting Photographs 

• Court Mission Statement: Community Service, Scholarship, Personal 
Growth 

• Community Outreach 
• Career Development 
• Personal Growth 
• Mentorship 

 
Promotional / Marketing / Media Materials 

• Social Media Mentions - Facebook, Twitter, Instagram (2 pages) 
• Rose Festival Souvenir Program  
• The Oregonian articles/OregonLive.com 

o Rose Festival court for 2015 will be named starting March 3 
o Rose Festival Court: Olivia Berry 
o 2015 Rose Festival Court princesses answer impromptu questions 

in front of judges 
• CNN Selfies of the Week 
• Sample Court Member Biography (15 were published - one for each 

Member) 
 
Printed Materials  

• Life Skills Workshop 101 Agenda (2 pages) 
• Court Introductions (2 pages) 
• Portland Rose Festival Court Scholarship  
• Program Application Intro (2 pages) 

 
 



The Portland Rose Festival Court 
 

ROSE FESTIVAL COURT MISSION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The mission of the Rose Festival Court program is to provide 
scholarships for higher education, to promote community outreach 
and volunteerism, to offer networking and mentoring opportunities 

to outstanding young women in a program that perpetuates an 
appreciation for Rose Festival history and tradition 

 



Community Outreach 

 

Reading to children at Boise-
Elliot Elementary School Special Needs Prom SOLVE Project 

Visiting patients at Shriners 
Children's Hospital 

Visiting patients at Providence 
Children's Hospital

Decorating floats for the Grand 
Floral Parade

Visiting seniors at Clatsop 
Retirement Community 



Career Development 

 

With Portland Mayor Charlie Hales at City Hall 

Queen Kahedja Burley with Governor Kate Brown and Governor 
Barbara Roberts, Grand Marshals of the Grand Floral Parade 

adidas Headquarters 

Princess Clara Cannon is interviewed 
during Fred Meyer's Store to Door project

With Rose Festival President Frank Chinn at the Oregon 
State Capitol in Salem. 



Personal Growth 

 

Announcements 

Judging 

Working on curriculum at Court headquarters 

Queen Kahedja in an interview after she was first crowned 
(left) and laying her plaque at Washington Park (right) 



Mentorship 

 

Life Skills 101 Workshop 

Packaging boxes of food at Snowcap Charities 

Court and Mentor Dinner 
Court and Mentor at 

Announcement 

Court and Mentor at 
Announcement



 

2015 Rose Festival Court 

Social Media Mentions 



 

 



2015 Rose Festival Souvenir Program 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

The Oregonian/OregonLive.com 

Media Materials 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cnn.com/2015/03/11/living/gallery/look-at-me-selfies-0311/  

 

CNN Selfies of the Week 

Media Coverage 

CNN.com picked up a photo from OregonLive.com and added it to their famed "Selfies on the Week" 
countdown. There as number 22 is a selfie taken at the Lincoln High School selection announcement of 
2015 Court member Tabitha Ivan along with the other candidates and 2014 Lincoln High School Court 
member Jasnery Valenzuela. Other selfies listed that week included Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu, singer Taylor Swift and none other than U.S. President Barack Obama himself. 



 
 

Princess Bio 
 
Name:    Kahedja Burley [Kuh-hay-juh  Burley]  

School:    Jefferson High School  

Birthplace:    Portland, Oregon 

Parents/Guardians:   Mashavu Hicks and Rondale Burley 

Siblings:    Tahir Burley 

Year in school:   Junior 

Age:     17    

Future education & career plans:  
Attend a four-year university outside of Oregon to pursue a career in Marketing. 

High School Activities & Honors:  
Volleyball, Track, Cheer, Wrestling, Student Government and Black Student Union. "Through 
Self Enhancement Inc. (SEI) I've had the honor to be a part of the Nike Project Creation 
Experience and the Democracy in Action Campaign in Washington D.C. I've had the 
pleasure of hosting several talent shows and pep assemblies. I'm currently in bio-tech at 
Jefferson, requiring me to take Math and Science every year and experience what it's like in 
the medical field." 

Hobbies and special interests: 
"I don't have very much free time, but when I do I like to spend it with my friends. When I get 
time to myself, I often crochet hats and scarves. I usually have practice or a game every day 
of the week, so I spend my weekends listening to music as I cook or clean." 

What is your favorite place to visit in Portland and why?  
Marine Drive: "It's the perfect place to sit and think about your life, as you stare into the 
distance, hoping to see the other side. I've made several summertime memories at 
Portland's makeshift beach." 

What are you most proud of during your high school career? 
"When I'm not cheering at our Varsity basketball games, I'm wrestling for our school's team. 
I'm proud of myself for stepping outside of the stereotypes. I'm the only female on the team, 
as well as one of the hardest workers on the team. I do the same drills and push-ups as 
everyone else. I push myself every practice to do better than the last. While everyone else is 
jogging, I push myself to sprint." 

What is your favorite Rose Festival event and why? 
Junior Parade: "I went to Beaumont, so this was a form of tradition. As a middle-schooler you 
were considered lame if you were still at school while the parade was going on. The eligibility 
to skip school wasn't the highlight of this event. It was the talent that annually filled the 
Hollywood District streets that made this event so amazing. Giving children the opportunity to 
showcase what they have been working long and hard on is an exciting privilege." 
 
Unitus Community Credit Union Mentor: Michelle Stanfield, Contact Center Manager, 
Unitus Community Credit Union 
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2015 Unitus Community Credit Union Rose Festival Court Mentoring Program 

Life Skills Workshop 
 

AGENDA  
 

Friday, May 8, 2015 • 11:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
 

Unitus Community Credit Union, 1300 SW 6th Avenue, Portland 
(Directions and parking information on next page) 

 
Room Locations for Break-out Sessions: 

Community Room (4th floor), Board Room (5th floor), Training Center (1st floor) 
 
 

11:30 – 12:00 p.m. Welcome, Overview and Lunch (Room: Community Room, 4th floor) 
(Mentors and speakers are welcome to attend) 

 Aimee Berg, Community Marketing Coordinator, Unitus 
 
12:00 – 12:05 p.m. Break  
 
12:05 – 12:50 p.m. Session 1: Health, Nutrition and Well-Being (Room: Community Room, 4th floor) 

Linda Spaulding, Employee Health and Wellness Manager, Alaska Airlines 
 

12:50 – 12:55 p.m. Break  
 
12:55 – 1:40 p.m. Session 2: Money Management and Financial Responsibility (Room: Board Room, 5th floor) 
   Jacque Barber, Business Development Officer, Unitus Community Credit Union 
 
1:40 – 1:45 p.m. Break  
 
1:45– 2:30 p.m.  Session 3: Get Career Ready (Room: Training Center, 1st floor) 
   Cara Mace, Academic Advisory and Career Specialist, Concordia University 
 
2:30 - 2:45 p.m.  Break (refreshments) 
 
2:45 – 3:30 p.m. Honorary Guest Speaker (Room: Community Room, 4th floor) 

 
2:45 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.  
Victoria H. Trabosh, CEC, Leader, Speaker, Coach  

 
3:15 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  
Q&A 
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Unitus Community Credit Union 
Unitus Plaza, 1300 SW Sixth Avenue 
Portland, OR 97201 
 
Parking Options: 
The Unitus Plaza parking garage entrance is on SW 5th Avenue, between Jefferson and Columbia. Another option is to ride 
MAX; the line runs on SW 5th and SW 6th St. See http://trimet.org/max/ for schedule. 
 
Mentors (non- Unitus) and Speakers:  Unitus will validate parking for the Unitus Plaza parking garage, so be sure to bring 
your parking ticket to Aimee Berg to be validated.  
 
Unitus Mentors should take care of parking on their own. 
 
 

 

 



 

Each Court member memorizes her assigned speaking point describing a different event or feature of the 2015 
Rose Festival before travel begins. This year, introductions were made to more than 100 audiences, helping the 
girls perfect their public speaking skills and teach varying communities about the 2015 Portland Rose Festival.
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YOUR SCHOLARSHIP 

We are pleased to confirm that the Portland Rose Festival Foundation will award you a 
$3,500 scholarship for your continuing education. These scholarships are fully funded 
by The Randall Group. To claim your scholarship, please fill out the form that follows 
and return it to the Portland Rose Festival Foundation office. Please note: it takes up to 
three weeks to process your request, so please send it in early.

In order to receive the scholarship, Court Members must follow these guidelines:

1. Each Court Member must graduate from her respective high school. 

2. The amount set aside for each Court Member is $3,500 to apply toward tuition and 
fees.  The application may be submitted at the conclusion of the full Court activities. 

3. Tuition and fees are paid to the college/university by the Portland Rose Festival 
Scholarship Foundation by semester or term.  Scholarship requests must be sent to 
the Foundation at least three weeks prior to the due date for that term or semester. 

4. Each Court Member may use the scholarship until she is 22 years of age. If she has 
other scholarships or decides to postpone her education, the scholarship will remain 
available until her 22nd birthday. 

5. Failure to continue in attendance at an accredited college or university shall revoke 
the right to receive any remaining sums of money herein provided. 

6. With the consent of the Scholarship Foundation, a Court Member may elect to attend 
a specialized course of study and apply her scholarship there.  In this event all the 
regulations contained herein apply. 

7. Scholarship applications may be submitted to the Foundation beginning Monday, 
June 8th, 2015.



Portland Rose Festival Court Program - Due January 9, 2015 

2015 Portland Rose Festival Court Program 
COURT MISSION  
The mission of the Rose Festival Court program is to provide 
scholarships for higher education, to promote community 
outreach and volunteerism, and to offer networking and 
mentoring opportunities to outstanding young women in a 
program that perpetuates an appreciation for Rose Festival 
history and tradition.  

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION & BENEFITS 
The Rose Festival Court comprises up to 15 outstanding women who are selected from Portland-
Metro area high schools. After being selected in March, Court Members attend after-school and 
evening orientation meetings during the month of April. Beginning in May, Court Members travel 
through the end of the Festival in mid-June, visiting community events, business leaders, hospitals, 
senior living centers, youth organizations and civic groups. Court Members also receive one-on-
one mentoring from female executives, a $3,500 scholarship provided by The Randall Group valid 
for any accredited college, university or trade program, a complete wardrobe, and a lifetime of 
enduring friendships with their Rose Festival Court sisters.  

COURT MEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES 
Being selected as a Rose Festival Court Member is an honor and an outstanding opportunity! It is 
also a large responsibility. The Rose Festival Court experience is challenging, but very rewarding. It 
requires a significant time commitment and adherence to strict behavioral standards. At times, Rose 
Festival activities may prevent Court Members from participating in other school or personal activities. 
To help you decide if the Rose Festival Court is right for you, consider the following: 

• Court Members are public figures. Your words, your actions, and your past may be discussed
by your school, the media and the community. As a Court Member, you are always "on the
record." Think about what this means to you and your family before you apply.

• The Portland Rose Festival Foundation has a policy against commercialization with regard
to the Queen and Court Members. There must be nothing to imply endorsement of any product
or service by any Court Member or her family. If selected, a Court Member must agree not to take
part in any commercial print, radio or television advertising between the date of her selection and
the end of the 2015 Rose Festival. This includes modeling. If selected Queen, this restriction
applies until the next Queen is crowned.

• Rose Festival responsibilities must be prioritized. Court members may not be able to
participate in most non-academic extra-curricular activities or other engagements. Schedule
exceptions will be discussed with your Court Chair during April orientations. During April, Court
events take place either after school or on weekends. During May/June, Court Members are not in
school and travel 5 days a week. Due to an understanding between the school districts and the
Portland Rose Festival Foundation, most schools freeze grades upon the start of the travel
schedule. However, each Court Member must work with her teachers and school to ensure that all
requirements are completed for graduation.

• Court Members must be punctual. Court Members are responsible for their own transportation
in April. In May, Court Members will report to a designated Headquarters location and
transportation will be provided. Being on time for every event is of utmost importance.



Portland Rose Festival Court Program - Due January 9, 2015 

Eligibility & Application Process 
All candidates must: 

• Be Female
• Attend a 4A, 5A or 6A high school in Multnomah, Washington or Clackamas counties
• Be a senior graduating in June 2015 or a junior on track to graduate in June 2016
• Have a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA (applicants with GPA between 2.75 and 3.0 with exigent

circumstances may still be eligible; complete the variance form included with this application. If
your cumulative GPA is below 2.75, you do not meet eligibility requirements to apply).

• Have a verifiable minimum of 20 hours community service performed during high school
• Submit a complete application due January 9, 2015 (see below)
• Attend one mandatory orientation session: January 24, January 28 or January 31, 2015
• Participate in the Court Judging process: February 14th (Preliminary AM, Finalists PM)
• Participate in your school's Rose Festival Court announcement assembly

A Complete Application (due January 9, 2015) Includes: 
• Application Form  (2 pages with signatures) – MUST BE TYPED
• Biography Form – MUST BE TYPED
• Recommendation Form (completed by a teacher, coach, school counselor, scholarship

coordinator, vice principal or principal) with original signature
• Court Rules and Guidelines signed by both the applicant and parent/guardian
• Official High School Transcript with Cumulative GPA – SEALED

Applications must be typed (as indicated above) using 10 pt or larger font and must have original 
signatures where required. No additional documents will be considered. Faxed, e-mailed or 
incomplete applications are not accepted. Applicants are responsible for making sure that all 
pieces of the application including recommendations and transcripts are turned in by the deadline. 

Applications may be mailed or hand-delivered between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. to: 
Portland Rose Festival Foundation 

Attn: Special Events Manager  
1020 SW Naito Parkway, Portland, OR 97204 

Orientation Sessions (January): Notification of candidate eligibility will be made by email on or 
before January 14, 2015. Eligible candidates must attend 1 of 3 orientations in January. (Schedule will 
be included with notification). 

Court Selection Process (February/March): 
Judges will evaluate candidates based on the following criteria: 

Character (50%): Demonstrates good citizenship, community-minded, involved in school and 
other activities, shows desires to help others. 

Communication Skills (25%): Good verbal skills, speaks clearly, expresses herself appropriately, 
creative speech content, correct grammar, good eye contact.  

Presence (25%): Poised under pressure, prepared for speech and interview, enthusiastic, 
sincere, comfortable with herself, appropriate grooming.  




