
IFEA Category #48  

Best Community Outreach Program 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Office of Special Events 
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee 

 
 
 



1. Overview Information  
 
A) Introduction and background of main event 
 
Nationally-recognized nature photographer Ken Jenkins approached the City of Pigeon Forge in 1990 
with the idea of developing a special event designed to increase awareness of nature conservation. 
Originally, the event consisted of a luncheon and one afternoon of lectures, along with a nature 
photography exhibit.  Within a few short years, this half-day event grew to a five-day gathering.  Today, 
Wilderness Wildlife Week encompasses eight days of more than 400 free lectures and workshops 
featuring a multitude of leaders in the environmental and educational fields of study; 64 free guided 
hikes throughout Great Smoky Mountains National Park; and various other exciting educational event 
components. 
 
The purpose, objective and mission of Wilderness Wildlife Week is to raise awareness within the general 
public to the issues concerning the natural environment and, in particular, the threats facing Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park.  Programs are designed to impart the practice of good environmental 
stewardship to the general public while increasing public knowledge of the varied ways to protect the 
environment through the many educational lectures and materials available onsite.  Additionally, it is 
Wilderness Wildlife Week’s goal to promote an active interest in Appalachian artistic and cultural 
programs such as painting, basket making, music and other forms of modern art such as photography; to 
help affect the way people view environmental responsibilities and to increase overnight visitation to 
Pigeon Forge during a traditionally slow tourism period. 
 
From its inception, Wilderness Wildlife Week was intended to be an event dedicated to the education 
and enjoyment of the public to the wonders of Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  It has been the 
commitment of the Pigeon Forge Office of Special Events to create an enjoyable and enriching series of 
walks, talks and workshops, as well as informative exhibits to not only entertain, but also encourage 
participants to want to know more and involve themselves further in the abundant opportunities this 
beautifully diverse area offers. 
 
In combining efforts from well-qualified authorities, it has benefitted the overall program to include 
presentations and information from other regions of the country as Wilderness Wildlife Week 
endeavors to illustrate how all elements of the outdoors are truly connected.  The balance of 
presentations is a further attempt to include a substance of material for every interest and age level.  
 
The natural history of the region will forever combine with the rich history and folklore of this mountain 
region through a wealth of descendants of the area of what is now America’s most visited national park, 
which was once their family home.  As these people share their knowledge, expertise and humor with 
those who desire a deeper insight as to the significance and the struggle resulting in such a resilient 
people who settled the area, the Pigeon Forge Office of Special Events believes a deeper attachment to 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park can be had by all who participate. 
 
The theme of Wilderness Wildlife Week involves a continuous thread of wholesome, family oriented, 
professional programming beginning with the originators and continuing throughout every presentation 
and excursion associated with the event.  Event organizers are constantly committed for each 
Wilderness Wildlife Week to succeed as an event of the highest standards and principles in a safe, 
encouraging and giving environment. 



B) Description and Purpose / Objective of Outreach Program 
 
In combining efforts from well-qualified authorities, it has benefitted the overall program of Wilderness 
Wildlife Week to include presentations and information not only about the local area, but also from 
other regions of the country, as this event attempts to illustrate all of nature is truly connected.  The 
balance of presentations is a further attempt to include a substantial amount of material for every 
interest and every age level for people who have lived in or around Pigeon Forge for generations, as well 
as those who have recently relocated to the area.   
 
For 12 hours during each of the eight days of this internationally-recognized award-winning event, more 
than 300 experts in their respective fields lecture, present slide shows and multimedia productions and 
lead hands-on workshops at LeConte Center in Pigeon Forge.   
 
The exhibitor and vendor hall at the Wilderness Wildlife Week headquarters allowed 72 organizations to 
participate by setting up booths and distributing literature and other educational materials relating to 
each exhibitor’s area of expertise.  Numerous non-profit vendors were allowed to sell books and 
products related to each exhibitor’s area of expertise to raise money for each organization.  Some of the 
non-profit and government organizations present included the American Eagle Foundation, Appalachian 
Bear Rescue, Cades Cove Preservation Association, Discover Life in America, Keep Sevier Beautiful, 
Smoky Mountain Historical Society, Tennessee State Parks, Suba Environmental Education of  Kenya and 
many more.  
 
Pigeon Forge’s Wilderness Wildlife Week also imparts information regarding the environment, whether 
through reusing or recycling materials or by understanding the importance of maintaining native wildlife 
habitats through the reduction of pollution, both here and in any part of the world.  Keep Sevier 
Beautiful was not only an onsite exhibitor, but also provided recycling containers as well as programs 
geared toward both adults and children during the duration of Wilderness Wildlife Week at the LeConte 
Center in Pigeon Forge.     
 
This year lead coordinator Brandon Barnes challenged himself to make this year’s anniversary event the 
best ever by scheduling and producing environmental, educational and children’s’ programming; 
coordinating and hosting more than 70 businesses, non-profits and government agencies as onsite 
exhibitors.  Special components composed and implemented this year included a special Wilderness and 
Wildlife-themed quilt show organized by the Sevier Valley and Piecemakers guilds in conjunction with 
Holloway’s Country Home (an event sponsor and vendor); the Cades Cove Heritage Museum was 
presented by the Cades Cove Preservation Association.  A number of volunteers assisted with organizing 
the annual Wilderness Wildlife Week Photography Contest for children and adults.  These special 
displays illustrate only a portion of the many ways this event reaches out to the local community and 
beyond.   
 
With Pigeon Forge being a popular vacation destination, attracting 9 – 11 million people annually, many 
visitors come to the area not only for the entertainment or the shopping experiences, they also come for 
the scenic beauty of the Smokies.  This year, attendees traveled from 28 states, Australia, Canada and 
Germany to enjoy Wilderness Wildlife Week and the Smokies.  With Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park serving as an important part of the area’s tourism industry, and to the heritage and lives of men 
and women whose families date back to the mountains for generations, programming of this breadth 
and variety serves as an important connection to all parties concerned. 
 



C) Target Audience / Attendance / Number of Participants 
 
The target audience for Wilderness Wildlife Week is out-of-town outdoor and nature enthusiasts, ages 
50 and older.  The Pigeon Forge Office of Special Events has discovered this group is the main segment 
of Wilderness Wildlife Week’s overall attendee makeup.  A smaller segment of the target audience is 
home school students as event organizers offer an entire track of educational, environmental and 
hands-on programming for children.   
 
Up from 2014, the 2015 incarnation of Wilderness Wildlife Week featured nearly 50 more classes and an 
additional 15 more hikes and field trips.  Additionally, new ventures such as the Store Britches play and 
the Talk is Cheap Tour drew 2,200 attendees out to support this year’s special 25th anniversary 
showcase. 
 
The cumulative attendance for this year’s Wilderness Wildlife Week was 39,624.  This is the highest 
attendance ever for the event and organizers attribute much of this success not only to the breadth of 
programming but also to this being the 25th Annual Wilderness Wildlife Week, which was also the 
second to take place at the new LeConte Center in Pigeon Forge, the city’s state-of-the-art 240,000 
square foot event center. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



D) Impact Program Had on the Community 
 
With more than 400 educational programs and 64 hikes and field trips, the 25th Anniversary Wilderness 
Wildlife Week offered a varied and detailed curriculum covering a multitude of topics including 
recycling, outdoor etiquette, storytelling, Appalachian history, heritage and cultural activities, wildlife, 
native and invasive flora and fauna, etc.    
 
The vast majority of Wilderness Wildlife Week lectures and multi-media presentations are informative 
and enjoyable for both adults and children.  On hand for these courses were experts from a variety of 
nature-related fields.  These experts shared their knowledge with the audience through a number of 
means and were well organized and enthusiastically received by event attendees.  Each expert 
permitted a question and answer session at the conclusion of their respective program. 
 
The exhibitor and vendor hall at the Wilderness Wildlife Week allowed 72 organizations to participate by 
setting up booths and distributing literature and other educational materials relating to each exhibitor’s 
area of expertise.  Non-profits related to the Smokies sold books and products to raise much needed 
monies while for profits were also allowed to vend onsite so long as they attributed to the event 
programs or through sponsorship donations.   
 
Some of the non-profit and government organizations present included the American Eagle Foundation, 
Appalachian Bear Rescue, Cades Cove Preservation Association, Discover Life in America, Keep Sevier 
Beautiful, Smoky Mountain Historical Society, Tennessee State Parks, Suba Environmental Education of 
Kenya and many more.  
 
The impact these presentations, exhibitors and outdoor excursions had on the local community included 
an increased awareness and appreciation of Great Smoky Mountains National Park, more revenue 
generated for local businesses as cumulative attendance for Wilderness Wildlife Week was 39,624 
visitors from 28 states and three foreign countries including Australia, Canada and Germany, as well as 
generating new revenue for various for-profits and non-profits who participated at the event. 
 
It is worth noting with the 2015 Wilderness Wildlife Week, the City of Pigeon Forge selected one local 
non-profit related to the event to have a fundraiser social.  The first non-profit selected was Appalachian 
Bear Rescue.  A total of 200 tickets were sold for this intimate Appalachian dessert tasting and silent 
auction. Tickets for the fundraiser were priced at $10 with all proceeds going directly to Appalachian 
Bear Rescue while Wilderness Wildlife Week covered all costs associated with this special fundraiser.  In 
all, this special event raised more than $2,500 for Appalachian Bear Rescue, a one-of-a-kind black bear 
rehabilitation facility located outside the perimeter of Great Smoky Mountains National Park in 
Townsend, Tennessee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



E) Tie-In of Program to Main Event 
 
Community outreach is a major part of Wilderness Wildlife Week as the educational, environmental and 
exhibitor components highlight the event’s commitment to attendees and community to provide free 
quality education, to promote greater appreciation and enjoyment of Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park and the great outdoors, as well as to help generate revenue for non-profits and Pigeon Forge 
businesses in dire need of an economic boost during the slowest tourism period of the year. 
 
 
 
  



F) Duration of Program (Start to Finish) and Years Program has been Part of Event 
 
The 25th Annual Wilderness Wildlife Week took place January 24-31, 2015.  This eight-day event has 
primarily focused on reaching out to the community through educational and environmental 
programming since the first Wilderness Wildlife (then a half-day event) took place on January 19, 1991.  
Since then, more components have been added to the event each year as have more non-profits related 
to nature, wildlife and environmental conservancy.   
 
On average 50 programs took place daily during this year’s Wilderness Wildlife Week.  Moving forward 
to 2016, event organizers decided from 2016 and beyond the event would move from January to May.  
Additionally, the duration of the event will be reduced from eight days down to five in an effort to 
showcase the absolute best programming related to our region and to make it easier for exhibitors and 
vendors to still be part of the event during a busier time of the year.   
  



G) Overall Revenue/Expense Budget of Program 
 
The overall budget for Wilderness Wildlife Week in 2015 was $56,000.  This was a $6,000 increase to the 
budget from 2014 as event organizers requested extra funds to help offset the various costs incurred 
from not only relocating the event to the new LeConte Center in Pigeon Forge, but also for all the new 
components added into the event.  The pie chart below illustrates the breakdown of these funds: 

Expenses would be much higher for Wilderness Wildlife Week if the educational program speakers and 
hike & field trip leaders and sweeps were paid for their services.  Instead, these men and women 
volunteer their time and expertise in order for others to gain from their knowledge.  
 
With more than 300 men and women donating their services to teaching and leading activities at 
Wilderness Wildlife Week, significant costs are saved as the gift of their volunteering is priceless to the 
long and storied success of the event. 
 
As for the cost of the hikes and field trips, roughly $14,000 was spent on bus transportation in order to 
take participants out on field trips and to the trailheads of Great Smoky Mountains National Park, as well 
as local and regional educational field trips, and return them back to LeConte Center in Pigeon Forge.  
 
With Wilderness Wildlife Week being an entirely free event, there is no revenue the event generates for 
itself with the exception of sponsorships to assist in offsetting event costs.  This year, $12,000 in 
sponsorship monies was raised and utilized in offsetting various event costs.  As stated previously, the 
primary economic impact of Wilderness Wildlife Week is not measured in ticket sales, but in how many 
attendees the event draws in from outside the area and the financial impact they have for eight-days on 
local businesses which would otherwise not see any bump, as January is the slowest month for tourism 
in Pigeon Forge. 
 
 
 

Wilderness Wildlife Week Budget for 2015 

Contractors

Printing/Advertising

Promotions/Gifts

Hikes/First Aid

A/V and Décor

Food

Lodging

Other



H) Description of Sponsor / Charity / Volunteer / School / Other Group Involvement with Program and 
Benefits to Each (If Applicable) 
 
Monetary sponsors involved in this year’s Wilderness Wildlife Week included Birds-I-View, Bush’s Visitor 
Center, Clay Thurston’s Wildlife and Nature Photography, Treasures in Earthen Vessels, Jean Leigh 
Claudette – Children’s Authors, Moonpie General Store, Stix by Huskey, Storymark Entertainment, That’s 
Leather and Beads, Pigeon Forge Hospitality Association, Ole Smoky Moonshine, Tennessee State Bank, 
Nantahala Outdoor Center (NOC) and GSM Outfitters.  These businesses donated a total of $12,000 to 
the event to assist with various event costs.  All businesses received their logo which was used in local 
advertisements and in the official program guide, as well as booth space if requested. 
 
A number of non-profit groups were involved as part of Wilderness Wildlife Week as well.  Non-profits 
vending onsite to raise funds included American Eagle Foundation, Appalachian Bear Rescue, Cades 
Cove Preservation Association, Great Smoky Mountains Association, Keep Sevier Beautiful, Pigeon Forge 
Public Library and Smoky Mountain Historical Society.  Many non-profits easily raised more than $2,000 
during the eight-day event.  In addition to selling educational materials related to their organizations, 
non-profit groups performed hands-on demos and educational programming to provide additional 
classes to attendees. 
 
Volunteer involvement can be looked at in one of two ways.  First, there are those who volunteer their 
time leading hikes and field trips and providing presentations.  Another group of roughly 65 volunteers 
assist with hosting, working information tables, serving as room monitors, etc.  Both groups are vital to 
the success of Wilderness Wildlife Week and without them this event would not be feasible.  In all, some 
400 volunteers make this event happen.  All volunteers are given a gift for their time.  This year the 
special 25th anniversary gift was a Wilderness Wildlife Week cap, a special commemorative event poster 
featuring the photography of Ken Jenkins and a hunter green fleece jacket.  Volunteers who worked 
during lunch hours were also provided with complimentary lunch onsite at LeConte Center in Pigeon 
Forge in a special dining area.  
 
The impact of schools on Wilderness Wildlife Week should not be taken for granted either as numerous 
presenters are currently (or recently retired) college professors from surrounding colleges and 
universities including Walters State Community College, East Tennessee State University, University of 
Tennessee, Northern Illinois University, Cincinnati State College, Wytheville Community College and 
Virginia Tech to name a few.  While universities have been offered exhibit space, they have declined as 
Wilderness Wildlife Week takes place at the start of the spring semester. 
 
 
 
  



I) Overall Effectiveness / Success of Program 
 
The 25th Wilderness Wildlife Week was the most successful ever surpassing the expectations of all 
involved in organizing the event.  An all-time record of more than 415 presentations were offered to a 
record-breaking crowd of 39,624 cumulative attendees during the eight-day event.  Not only was this a 
record, but the event featured guests from 28 states and three foreign countries including Australia, 
Canada and Germany. 
 
What makes this so impressive is the highest cumulative attendance previously recorded was 27,800 
attendees during the 2014 Wilderness Wildlife Week.  In essence, from a one year period in a new 
facility the event’s cumulative attendance increased by 11,824 or 42.83%. 
 
All throughout the event, attendees were impressed with the amount of free educational programming 
offered, as well as the quality of it all.  By providing free education to the community at large, it instills a 
greater sense of community pride through renewing appreciation in the local area and its unique 
offerings.  Already several local businesses and organizations have approached the Pigeon Forge Office 
of Special Events in regard to sponsoring Wilderness Wildlife Week in 2016, as they want to further help 
with providing a positive family event for the community, especially with the growth, additions and 
changes being made to the event.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



2. Supporting Questions 
 
Supporting Questions: What Did You do to Update / Change This Program from the Year Before?  
Were Your Updates / Changes Successful?  (Provide Measurable Results / Examples) 
 
2015 was another major year of change for Wilderness Wildlife Week.  After relocating the event to 
LeConte Center in Pigeon Forge in 2014, the change in scenery allowed Wilderness Wildlife Week’s lead 
coordinator, Brandon Barnes, the opportunity to schedule more educational sessions than ever before, 
as well as new and more diverse tracks of programming.  In all, more than 415 free educational sessions 
were available for attendees to enjoy.  This number was up by more than 75 programs when compared 
to the 340 free sessions offered in 2014. 
 
The updates and changes to this year’s Wilderness Wildlife Week were not easy; however, they were 
incredibly successful as the event drew an overall cumulative attendance of 39,624 from 28 states, 
Australia, Canada and Germany.  In the month of January crowds like this are vital to keeping businesses 
open in Pigeon Forge as the primary industry is tourism. 
 
Learning from last year, different lessons were learned and applied to make the 25th anniversary the 
best ever, including setting up two 1,500 square foot pipe and drape classroom areas in LeConte Hall 
with the exhibitors and special displays as an effort to get more people to traverse the facility in addition 
to making it easier for vendors to teach classes and to assist by freeing up additional classroom spaces.  
 
With the assistance of our generous sponsors, Wilderness Wildlife Week was able to secure some 
remarkable speakers for the event.  Keynote speakers included Lee Stetson and Alan Sutterfield who 
portray conservationist John Muir and Theodore Roosevelt.  Stetson and Sutterfield performed as a duo 
twice recreating the famous three-day camping in 1903 of Muir and Roosevelt forming the idea of 
America’s national parks, specifically by persuading Roosevelt to return Yosemite Valley and Mariposa 
Grove to federal protection as part of Yosemite National Park.  Additional speakers and performances 
highlighting this year’s anniversary festivities included Dr. Bill Bass (American forensic anthropologist 
who founded the Body Farm at the University of Tennessee), the Store Britches play (written in the late 
1800s by Gatlinburg, Tennessee resident Lula Mae Ogle), which served to highlight traditional 
Appalachian living and the Talk is Cheap tour featuring storytellers Bill Landry, Sam Venable, Elizabeth 
Rose and Jim Claborn.   
 
As a result of runaway growth, event organizers have made the decision to move Wilderness Wildlife 
Week from January to May beginning with the 2016 installment.  Additionally, the event will now be five 
days instead of eight in an effort to make sure the schedule features the highest quality of 
programming, as well as to make it easier for exhibitors and vendors to stay the entire duration as May 
is a busier time of the year for most exhibitors and vendors.   These changes are in part of LeConte 
Center’s need for our office to move Wilderness Wildlife Week as winter dates are the most popular 
dates booked for outside events coming into Pigeon Forge.   Since the Pigeon Forge Office of Special 
Events and LeConte Center of Pigeon Forge both fall under the overall Pigeon Forge Department of 
Tourism banner, we all try to help each other adjust so both parties can be successful and continue 
positive development.  Regardless of the changes, 2016 looks like a bright and challenging year as 
Wilderness Wildlife Week is poised to grow and develop in even more unique new ways in the years to 
come.   
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Appalachian Bear Rescue’s History: Learn how Appalachian Bear Rescue got its start. 
 
(All information from ABR’s website: http://appalachianbearrescue.org/about-abr/history/) 
 
The fall of 1989 was hard on the black bears of the Smokies. A severe hard mast (nut and seed) shortage 
had driven them into lower elevations to look for food. The resulting bear/human conflicts left an 
unusually large number of orphaned cubs. 
 
A group of dedicated volunteers decided to form Appalachian Black Bear Rehabilitation & Release 
Center, Inc. to help the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency and the Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park care for the orphaned cubs of the Smokies. Appalachian Bear Rescue was “born” on July 31, 1990, 
when these volunteers obtained a corporate charter, formed a board of directors and applied for tax 
exempt status, which the Internal Revenue Service granted in February of 1991. 
 
Known then as the Appalachian Bear Center, the early years were devoted to raising money, locating 
land and building a fenced area to care for the bears. Volunteers dug deep trenches so the fences could 
be sunk several feet into the ground to prevent the bears from digging their way to freedom. In 1995-
1996 dollars, the fence cost about $35,000. 
 
Our very first bear, “Zero”, arrived on July 8, 1996 and was released on September 20, 1996. Our first 
full-time curator, Daryl Ratajczak, started on June 9, 1997, and promptly began caring for three yearling 
bears. By 1999, word of ABC’s success led other states to ask for its help. Since then Arkansas, North 
Carolina, Virginia, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana and South Carolina have all asked ABC/ABR to help care 
for their severely malnourished cubs. 
 
From 1996 through early 2012 Appalachian Bear Rescue had a total of three curators. ABR now has 
three curators on staff as of July 2015. 
 
Coy Blair was hired in July 2012 as full-time curator. Blair graduated Magna Cum Laude from Maryville 
College in 2009 with a degree in biology. He has also obtained certification as a nonprofit professional by 
the American Humanics organization. 
 
Janet Dalton was hired in 2013 as a weekend curator. She has worked with the organization as an 
education and community outreach volunteer for more than six years and completed the Black Bear 
Field Study Courses in 2008 and 2009 at the Wildlife Research Institute in Minnesota. She completed an 
East Tennessee State University EdD doctoral program in 2013. 
 
Rick Noseworthy, the charter president of Appalachian Bear Rescue, was hired in April 2012 to be a 
assistant curator. Rick is a retired professional forester with more than 30 years of conservation and 
environmental protection experience. 
 
Many improvements were made to the facility during 2012 including the addition of two storage 
buildings, a cub nursery, and a building for refrigerated food storage (known as the Cubby Cooler). The 
outdoor pens and habitats were retrofitted and safety corridors were constructed for safe and easy 
entrance into the enclosures. 
 
We continue to work closely with TWRA and GSMNP officials to help black bear cubs in need. 
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Photos from Special Appalachian Desserts Fundraiser Social for Appalachian Bear Rescue 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appalachian Bear Rescue Fundraiser Ticket (left) and Banner (right) 
 

 
  



 



Physical copies of  

Wilderness Wildlife Week Program Guide and 

Pigeon Forge Events & Activities Guide 2015  

Included with Physical Entry 

  



Hands-on classes and Workshops: How to Whittle a Mountain Flower with Jacki Proffitt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hands-on classes and Workshops: How to Make a Handbroom for Decoration with David Ogle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Exhibitors & Vendors: Old Mill Square – Pottery  

Exhibitors & Vendors: Natural Look Woodcarving   

 
Exhibitors & Vendors: Proffitts’ Woodworking   

 
 
 
 
 
 



Wilderness Wildlife Week Photography Contest 

 

 
 



Non-profit exhibitors and vendors  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appalachian Music and Storytelling 

 
 
 



Special Fundraiser Social for Appalachian Bear Rescue 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The crowds! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cades Cove Heritage Museum  
 

 

 
 

 
 



Wilderness Wildlife Week Quilt Show Exhibit 

 

 



 
 

 

 
  



 
  



 
 



 



 

January 24-31, 2015 
 

Expert Biographies 
 

Adam H. Alfrey is the curator of exhibitions and operations manager for the East Tennessee 
History Center in downtown Knoxville, Tennessee.  He is the author of the vintage postcard 
history, The Great Smoky Mountains (Arcadia 2012), and is active in Tennessee’s museum 
community, volunteering time with organizations such as the Tennessee Association of 
Museums, Humanities Tennessee, and American Association for State and Local History.  Alfrey 
is also co-captain of the Knoxville Holstons Vintage Base Ball Club, which plays by the rules and 
customs of 1864. 
 
Alpine Adventures Trails Tours offers Swiss Hiking Tours specializing in guided Alps hiking tours 
since 1978.  Whether you’re seeking a challenging adventure vacation or a leisure holiday to 
soak up the majestic scenery, our six- and 12-night tours in Switzerland and Austria are 
appropriate for all skill levels. A choice between two hikes is presented each day moderate and 
strenuous and thanks to Switzerland’s advanced transportation system of cable cars, cog trains, 
and lifts, we are able to offer easier options to suit various fitness abilities. Plus, we assist with 
self-guided tours and offer hybrid guided and self-guided options as well. 
 
Dr. Fred Alsop is a Professor of Biological Sciences at East Tennessee State University.  He is the 
author of 18 books on birds including Birds of the Smokies and Birds of North America 
published by The Smithsonian Institution and D.K. Press.  As an ornithologist he has published 
more than 100 refereed papers and has lead birding tours across the U.S. and in more than 15 
foreign countries.  Dr. Alsop is recognized as an authority on the birds of Tennessee and for 
more than 20 years has conducted bird identification workshops in the southeast for state and 



federal wildlife officers and naturalists.  He has led birding trips and given presentations at 22 of 
the 24 Wilderness Wildlife Week festivals and is one of the original event leaders.  He is a native 
of Kentucky and married to Jo Ann Zahn Alsop who also enjoys birding. 
 
Jeff Alt is a talented speaker, hiking expert and award-winning author. His Appalachian Trail 
book, A Walk for Sunshine, has won six awards including a Gold Medal in the Book of the Year 
Awards.  Alt has walked the 2,160-mile Appalachian Trail, the 218-mile John Muir Trail with his 
wife, and he carried his 21-month old daughter on a family trek across a path of Ireland.  Alt is a 
member of the Outdoor Writers Association of America (OWAA) and is the author of three 
books: Get Your Kids Hiking: How to Start Them Young and Keep it Fun, Four Boots One Journey 
(John Muir Trail) and A Walk for Sunshine (Appalachian Trail).  Alt presents in and around the 
National Parks.  His adventures and hiking expertise have been featured on ESPN, Hallmark 
Channel, Discoverychannel.com, CNN-Radio, Fox News, in the AP, USA Today, LA Times, 
Philadelphia Enquirer, the Knoxville-News Sentinel, Scholastic Parent and Child and many more.  
E-mail: jeff@jeffalt.com  
 
American Eagle Foundation is a 501(c)(3) not for profit organization dedicated to the mission 
and vision of preserving the USA’s majestic eagles and fragile environment for future 
generations to enjoy.  They are also dedicated to caring for other birds of prey, many of which 
have been injured or orphaned.  Their goal is to rehabilitate raptors for reintroduction into the 
wild, yet provide a home for those that are permanently disabled.  At the Dollywood based 
facility, they are federally licensed caregivers to more than 60 resident birds that are non-
releasable due to physical handicaps or accidental imprinting with humans.  Some are trained 
for educational purposes, while others are placed in captive breeding projects.  As a result of 
their reproduction efforts, they have released dozens of eagles into the Great Smoky 
Mountains.   
E-mail:  aefeagles3@comcast.net 

   
Lois Armstrong has been painting and selling her work professionally for 27 years at art and 
craft shows in the eastern United States.  She works in watercolor, oils and the ancient art of 
Scrimshaw. 
 
Louise Bales is a self-taught artist who lives “off the traveled path” in Gatlinburg, as her family 
has for generations.  The quality of Louise Bales’ delicately detailed watercolors reflects her 
dedication to her craft.  The scope of her subject matter and the rich and abundant wildlife of 
her mountain home are the expression of a woman whose roots are deeply planted in the rich 
soil her family has owned for generations.    
Website:  www.louisebales.com    
 
Stephen Lyn Bales is a native of Gatlinburg, Tennessee and is also a senior naturalist at Ijams 
Nature Center in Knoxville.  Bales is also the author of two books: Natural Histories and Ghost 
Birds, both published by UT Press.  He's been a presenter at Wilderness Wildlife Week for 10 
years.  
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Dr. William M. (Bill) Bass III is a Diplomate American Board of Forensic Anthropology (D-ABFA), 
world renowned, and is Professor Emeritus from The University of Tennessee, Knoxville.  After 
years of dedicated service, the University of Tennessee has built a new forensic center in his 
honor:  “William M. Bass Forensic Anthropology Building”.  Dr. Bass is a third generation in his 
family to have an education building name after him.  The new facility is located below the 
current "Body Farm".  Dr. Bass has the largest skeletal collection of modern skeletons in 
the U.S. and has started a cremains collection as well.  Dr. Bass is a legend in forensic circles.  In 
1980, he created the world's first laboratory devoted to human decomposition:  The University 
of Tennessee's "Body Farm".  Dr. Bass has written or co-authored more than 200 scientific 
publications, many of them based either on the research facility's work or on actual cases he 
has helped solve and prosecute.  During half a century in the classroom, Dr. Bass has taught 
thousands of students, including many of the foremost forensic anthropologists practicing in 
the United States today.  Dr. Bass continues to be active in the forensic field by lecturing, 
testifying at trials from past cases and consulting on current ones from all over the U.S.  
Additionally, Dr. Bass and co-author, Jon Jefferson, have written nine books, and as of 2012 
signed with Harper Collins for two more books [2013 -2014].  Death's Acre, Carved in Bone, 
Flesh in Bone, Beyond the Body Farm, The Devil's Bone, Bones of Betrayal, The Bone Thief, The 
Bone Yard, The Inquisitor’s Key, Jordan’s Stormy Banks, Cut to the Bone and The Breaking Point 
releasing [2/17/2015]. Dr. Bass has been immortalized by novelist Patricia Cornwell as [Dr. 
Thomas Katz]. From the Lindbergh baby, The Big Bopper, current and cold cases, Dr. Bass turns 
each one into a learning experience and helps bring answers and closure to the victim's family 
and loved ones.  Dr. Bass looks forward to his presentation and hopes people come prepared to 
ask questions and learn how forensics have changed and improved over the years. 
 

Leon Bates graduated from the University of Georgia (B.S. Forestry) and the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville (M.S. Botany) and retired from TVA as a Biologist/Botanist and later 
served as an Urban Forester/Horticulturist.  He has presented programs and led nature walks 
for more 50 years including 18 years as a guide for the Smoky Mountain Wildflower Pilgrimage. 
 
Warren Bedell has been interested in photography nearly forever and got his first 35mm SLR in 
the late 1960s. Two years of study in Atlanta, Georgia, in the late 1980s introduced him to 
architectural subjects and close-ups in particular. In 2004, having been a computer 
programmer, Warren found digital photography to be a natural evolution, particularly post-
processing on the computer with Photoshop. He teaches workshops and community education 
classes on image processing and has presented programs at several area photography clubs, 
including the Southern Appalachian Nature Photographers.  
E-mail: Warren@WarrenBedellPhotography.com 
 
Burt Bicksler has more than 40 years of experience in developing software and hardware for 
companies including Eastman Kodak, Microsoft, Intel and many more.  He also has 20 years 
writing and using free and Open Source computer software. 
 
Susan Bicksler has incorporated time saving tips in food storage and preparation for many 
years and found ways to reduce the amount of salt, fat, and sugar in her home-made recipes.  
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It’s a way of eating and enjoying food, without resorting to fad diets.  Staying active outdoors is 
also a major part of her philosophy in creating a more independent and enjoyable life, no 
matter what age. 
 
Boogertown Gap, Keith Watson and Ruth Barber, will be at their booth full time when not 
conducting programs to talk about their Old-Time Music, its heritage, and its place in Great 
Smoky Mountain life, as well as demonstrate, educate, and offer hands on playing of some of 
their instruments, especially the wooden musical spoons.  They will have for sale at their booth 
all four of their CD recordings, as well as musical spoons, penny whistles, and BTG 
stickers.  They will even have a map to show you where Boogertown is!  Come by for a lot of 
fun.  
Website:  www.boogertowngap.com  E-mail:  boogertowngap@comcast.net   
 
Mike Braun is an avid hiker and backpacker.  As a Backcountry volunteer in Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park, he assists visitors with backpacking trips and permits.  Mike is a 
certified ‘Leave No Trace” Master Educator, promoting outdoor ethics where he can.  He has 
also adopted several campsites and trails in the GSMNP, monitoring and cleanups where 
necessary. 
 
Tom Brosch owned and operated a popular hiking store near Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park for 15 years.  His deep knowledge of history on the park, the people who lived there and 
the location of the many trail systems provides him with ample skill to serve as the Wilderness 
Wildlife Week Assistant Transportation Director.   
E-mail: srbearpctn@gmail.com  
 

Olivia Browning started attending Wilderness Wildlife Week at the age of five and became 
amazed with wildlife rehabilitation.  Many have inspired and mentored her over the last 8 years 
and challenged her to start her dream now.  Starting with just three baby Starlings from Lynne 
McCoy in 2013, she has now tried to save many animals, especially birds, her real love.  At age 
13 her goals are to volunteer with Parrot Mountain this summer, volunteer with the American 
Eagle Foundation when old enough, and attend UT Vet School.  She is homeschooled, has been 
a Certified Junior Master Gardener since 2012, is very involved and won many awards in her 
local 4-H group, and was selected out of hundreds of students from Tennessee to attend the 
2014 4-H Academic Conference at the UT Agriculture School in her project of Forestry. 
 
Tammie Browning is a homeschool mom working hard to education her daughter through life 
experiences and helping her live out her passions.  She is a local Certified Master Gardener 
(new president) and a leader with the local Junior Master Gardener Program.  Her goal is 
getting kids outdoors more and helping each kid learn ways they can individually connect with 
something natural and unplugged.  She helps with many local community service projects and 
organizes an annual Junior Gardener Lunch & Learn Series each year over the summer.  She is 
also very involved helping with the local 4-H group and her daughters participation in that 
group. 
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Terri Butler is a 40 year resident of Sevier County.  She is also a 33 year veteran of the Girl Scout 
Organization where she has been an outdoor trainer, hiker and backpacker.  Terri volunteers at 
the Sevier County Public Library System in the Genealogy Department where she helps people 
with researching their family history. In this program, she will help participants try to 
understand the impacts they make on the environment and how they can lessen their impact 
by doing just a few thing to make a big difference. 
 
Cades Cove Preservation Association was established to preserve the history, heritage and 
families that once called Cades Cove home prior to the formation of GSMNP.  The “CCPA” 
volunteers clean the churches, repair trails to the old home sites and cemeteries and help the 
park service where needed in Cades Cove.  The CCPA also maintains the Cades Cove museum 
located in the historic Thompson-Brown log house in Maryville.  
Website: www.cadescovepreservation.com  
 
Glenn Cardwell retired as a Park Ranger from Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  He grew 
up in “Big Greenbrier” and now lives in Pittman Center, TN where he serves as Mayor.   
 
Jack Carman is a graduate of Mississippi State University and a retired aeronautical engineer. 
An amateur botanist and recipient of several photography awards, Jack is the author of 
Wildflowers of Tennessee, Tennessee’s first color photographic field guide.  
E-mail:  jcarman@WildflowersTn.com   
 
Maddie Carpenter is the daughter of Joel and Andrea Carpenter.  A talented performer, she 
plays guitar, sings Country, Gospel, and Mountain Soul.  She is a direct descendent of Nathan 
Sparks and Jake Lane of Cades Cove.  This will be her fifth year performing at Wilderness 
Wildlife Week in Pigeon Forge and the Heritage Festival in Townsend.  A recent graduate 
of Heritage High School, Maddie now attends Maryville College where she is a member of 
the Choir.  She has many awards for her music and is a winner of several talent 
contests.  Maddie began her singing career at a very early age at church and performs for many 
events, festivals, local Radio show, etc.     
 
Stuart Carroll is now an Assistant Park Manager up at the Fall Creek/Virgin Falls/Lost Creek 
area.  His undergraduate degree is from the University of Tennessee, Martin in Natural 
Resources Management, and his Master's degree is from Tennessee Tech in Education.  Stuart 
relates that he is lucky to be able to work with several conservation groups in the Cumberlands, 
and has been recognized with several conservation awards.   
E-mail: Stuart.Carroll@tn.gov 
 
Bill Carter is a retired United Methodist Minister who enjoys travelling, especially in waterfall 
country.  He presents a few dozen of the hundreds of waterfall slides he has taken over the last 
30 years.  Bill served local churches for 28 years and was a conference administrator in the 
church his last 14 years in ministry. 
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Kendall Chiles is a freelance nature photographer with more than 30 years of photography 
experience.  His photographs have appeared in numerous books, magazines and brochures.  He 
is an instructor for the University of Tennessee/Smoky Mountain Field School and is President 
of Southern Appalachian Nature Photographers.  
E-mail: kchiles@knology.net   
 
Mr. Herbert Raymond Clabo is 103 years old.  He was born in the Roaring Fork community, and 
his great grandfather was Isaac Ogle, one of the first Ogle brothers to settle in Gatlinburg.  His 
home still sits on land that belonged to his great grandfather.  Mr. Clabo carried mail on 
horseback in his younger years. 
 
Virginia (Ginny) Cliett has been playing the lap dulcimer since 2004.  She is a member of the 
Knoxville Area Dulcimer Club.  She plays and performs in two groups – T.N.T. and Highstrung. 
The group’s first CD Starting Off with A Bang! came out in the Fall 2007 and their new CD, TNT-
Having A Blast came out in April 2009.  
Website: www.tntdulcimers.com    E-mail: dulcinote@aol.com   
 
Tom and Pat Cory have taught photography workshops locally, across the U.S., and 
internationally since 1987. They specialize in nature and travel photography which they very 
much enjoy.  Tom and Pat have been presenters at numerous camera clubs and organizations, 
including Wilderness Wildlife Week, for many years.  
Website: www.TomandPatCory.com  E-mail: TomPatCory@aol.com   
 
Steve Cotham joined the staff of the Knox County Public Library’s Calvin M. McClung Historical 
Collection in 1980.  He has served as manager of the McClung Historical Collection since 1986.  
Cotham has also served on the Board of Directors of Knox Heritage and is a current member of 
the Board of Trustees of Old Gray Cemetery.  In 1999 he was appointed by Knox County to 
serve as the Knox County Historian.  Steve Cotham was the founding editor of the East 
Tennessee Historical Society’s genealogical publication, Tennessee Ancestors, and is the author 
of The Great Smoky Mountains National Park, published by Arcadia Press in 2006 as part of its 
Images of America series.  Cotham served as guest curator for the exhibition “Louis E. Jones – 
Artist of the Smokies” at the East Tennessee History Center in 2001 and was guest curator for 
“Mountain Splendor: Art and Artists of the Great Smoky Mountains, 1850-1950” in 2009, also 
held at the East Tennessee History Center. 
 
Brad Cottrell has been a photographer for many years.  His interest is primarily in landscape 
and wildlife photography.  Brad has also judged the LeConte Photographic Society monthly 
competition.  Since retiring ten years ago, Sharon and Brad have travelled extensively 
throughout the United States, Canada, British Isles, and Europe using photography to document 
the beautiful scenery enjoyed during these travel opportunities.  They have travelled to most of 
the National Parks in the U.S. and Canada.  In 2011 they travelled to Europe on a 91 day trip 
going to 21 different countries.  In 2013 they travelled again to Europe for 80 days going to 22 
countries including Scandinavia, Russia, Hungary, Czech Republic, Ireland, Iceland, Greenland, 
and Newfoundland.  They have presented several slideshows on Nova Scotia, the American 
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Southwest, and Europe to Southern Appalachia Nature Photographers, Le Conte Photographic 
Society, Camera Club of Oak Ridge, Blount County Photo Club, Photographic Society of East 
Tennessee, and Wilderness Wildlife Week in Pigeon Forge. 
 
Sharon Cottrell has been a photographer for many years.  Both Sharon and her husband Brad’s 
scenic photos of the Appalachian region have been popular items in art galleries in Gatlinburg 
and Townsend, and they have won many photography contests.  Sharon started photography 
about 10 years ago and since then she has won over 50 photo contests including 10 winning 
photos for the Knox Heritage Art and Architecture Tour.  Most recently she won the 2012 
Insight Vacations International Photo Contest with her photo of Santorini which has been 
published in the Insight Vacations 2013 Tour Catalog and in the AAA Going 
Places Magazine.  Sharon has twice judged the Camera Club of Oak Ridge yearly salon and the 
LeConte Photographic Society monthly competition.  She enjoys landscape, travel, and 
architecture photography.  Brad started photography over 40 years ago.  He has earned the 
Certificate in Photography from Pellissippi State Community College and has won many 
Dogwood Arts Festival photo contests.   
 
Ruth Caughron Davis was born to Kermit and Lois Shuler Caughron while they lived in the Dan 
Lawson house in Cades Cove.  She lived in the Cove until she married in 1965.  Her parents were 
the last family to live on the Cades Cove Loop Road.  Ruth and her late husband John Davis 
(both educators), lived and farmed un nearby Walland.  They have two sons, six grandchildren 
and one great-grandchild.  Ruth is a charter member of the Cades Cove Preservation 
Association. 
 
Bill Deitzer is an adjunct professor with Cincinnati State College.  He has led hikes for the 
University of Cincinnati Continuing Education Dept. and its Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institute.  He has hiked in all 50 states, 51 national parks, and has hiked all 800 trail miles in the 
Smokies.  He is a member of the Highpointers Club and Appalachian Trail Conference. 
 
Rosemary Deitzer is a retired association manager and meeting planner.  She is on the Board of 
Trustees for the University of Cincinnati’s Osher Lifelong Learning Institute and volunteers for 
Hospice of Cincinnati. 
 
Kim Delozier grew up living and working on his family’s farm in Sevier County raising cattle, 
hogs, and chickens. Kim graduated from the University of Tennessee with a degree in Wildlife 
and Fisheries Science. He began his career with Great Smoky Mountains National Park in 1978 
working as a wild hog hunter. Kim retired in 2010 after 32 rewarding years of service. During his 
career, Kim’s involvement primarily focused on nuisance black bear management, wild hog 
control, white-tailed deer management, small (skunks, raccoons, bats) animal management and 
re-introduction efforts for elk, peregrine falcons and red wolves.  Currently, Kim works for the 
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation focusing on elk restoration in the east. 
 
Discover Life in the Smokies (DLIA), a non-profit organization established on Earth Day 1998, 
coordinates the All Taxa Biodiversity Inventory (ATBI) to catalog every living creature in Great 



Smoky Mountains National Park.  In a few short years the DLIA through the ATBI has far 
exceeded all expectations.  DLIA-supported scientists have discovered an astonishing 931 
species new to science, 7,636 species that were not previously known to exist within GSMNP.  
The species new to science include 36 moths, 42 spiders, 78 algae, 56 beetles, 26 crustaceans, 
58 fungi, 20 bees and bee relatives, 16 tardigrades and 270 bacteria.  DLIA’s presentation will 
take you through the process and introduce you to some of the fascinating new species 
discovered. 
 
Liz Domingue, M.S., Wildlife and Conservation Biology, is a freelance naturalist, educator, 
photographer and writer. As the founder and operator of Just Get Outdoors, Liz leads guided 
interpretive hikes and Naturalist Adventure Tours, and conducts environmental education 
programs for youth, adults and fellow educators. Through photography, observation, and 
research, Liz has studied wildlife, plants, and the natural world throughout the United States 
and abroad. She now resides in Walland, TN.  
Website: www.justgetoutdoors.com   E-mail: Liz@justgetoutdoors.com   
 
Nancy Dorman is a career parks and recreation professional with more than 25 years of 
experience in a variety of recreation settings from community centers, to aquatics, to 
therapeutic recreation, as well as natural resource management.  She has worked for 
Tennessee State Parks since 1993 and is currently the Program Services Manager with 
responsibility for the seasonal interpretive ranger program, staff interpretive training and 
coordination of efforts to develop State Parks Interpretive Action Plans.  Nancy is a native 
Tennessean who grew up in Memphis and has resided in the Nashville area since 1989. 
 
Dr. Andy Drinnon is an avid hiker, historian, and photographer from Morristown, Tennessee 
who recently earned a Ph.D in History from the University of Saint Andrews in Scotland.  During 
his time abroad, Andy’s passion for hiking led him to explore the wilderness areas of the 
Scottish Highlands. From 2008 to 2011, he frequently tackled the rugged Highland landscape 
and the unpredictable Scottish weather while summiting 146 of Scotland’s 282 peaks 
measuring 3,000ft. or higher.  Upon returning to Tennessee, he began hiking extensively in 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park, and plans to complete all of its maintained trails within 
the next year or two.  In October 2013, Andy created Twisted Ridge Photography, through 
which he regularly showcases the unique landscape and abundant wildlife of the Great Smoky 
Mountains and Southern Appalachia.  His images have been featured in magazines such as 
Smoky Mountain Living and Country Walking, Britain’s largest selling walking publication.  
Andy’s historical interests have shifted to the rich history of the Great Smoky Mountains, and 
he shares his research, along with detailed hiking reports from the Smokies, on his blog. 
Website: http://twistedridgephotography.com E-mail: 
andy.drinnon@twistedridgephotography.com 
 
Kenneth H. Dubke was born and reared in the area of Mankato, MN.  He attended the public 
schools in the area and spent close to five years in the army.  After his discharge from military 
service he attended the University of Tennessee, Knoxville.  For five years he was in business for 
himself at Elizabethton, TN.  In January 1966 he entered into the National Park Service at 

http://www.justgetoutdoors.com/
mailto:Liz@justgetoutdoors.com
http://twistedridgephotography.com/
mailto:andy.drinnon@twistedridgephotography.com


Abraham Lincoln Birthplace, Kentucky.  In the following November, he transferred to 
Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park in Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia, and retired 
in 1991 as the District Ranger at Point Park on Lookout Mountain.  Ken has had a life-long 
interest in natural history, especially birds.  This interest was intensified when he moved to 
Tennessee.  He is a past president of the Tennessee Ornithological Society as well as their local 
Chattanooga Chapter.  For several years he served the TOS as their Conservation/Education 
Committee Chairman and for many years as the official statistician of the local chapter.  Most 
recently Ken has been concentrating his time on establishing a breeding population of the 
Golden Eagle in the Southern Appalachians and working with others in establishing a new 
migratory population of the endangered Whooping Crane in the eastern United States.  He is 
also involved in restoring a breeding population of ospreys in East Tennessee.  In addition to the 
above, Ken is a member and active in numerous other local, regional, state and national 
environmental organizations. 
 
Mark A. Dunaway is an Assistant Professor of Biology at Walters State Community College. He 
holds Bachelors and Masters Degrees in Biology from East Tennessee State University, and 
specializes in avian communication and nature recordings. He developed Birds in the Classroom, 
an educational project for K-12 schools in Tennessee to introduce science-based topics through 
a hands-on approach designed to educate both students and teachers in the identification of 
native bird species. He also co-authored and provided recordings for Bird Songs of the 
Smokies.  He is currently partnering with Dr. Fred Alsop on a CD set for the Blue Ridge Parkway, 
titled Bird Songs of the Blue Ridge Parkway.  In addition, he is part of a team, led by Dr. Fred 
Alsop that is working on Birds of Tennessee, which will be the official state bird book. 
Email: madbird1@gmail.com       
 
Doug Duncan has hiked for numerous years in the Smoky Mountains hiking approximately 200 
miles per year for his own enjoyment.  He has come out of retirement to conduct guided hikes 
for Smoky Mountain Outfitters both on trail and off-trail.  Doug enjoys sharing his knowledge of 
the Smokies with others and seeing their eyes opened to the wonder of these mountains and 
their history. 
 
Harry Dunn is a free-lance wildlife and nature photographer who has been involved in 
photography for many years.  His interest in photography has led him on adventures ranging 
from British Columbia to Florida, from California to Newfoundland, and to Africa. He is a 
photography instructor and has been honored with a number of photography awards. Harry is 
recognized for his inspiring photography, as well as for his exciting adventure stories.   
Website: www.NatureChaserPhotography.com E-mail: 
Harry@NatureChaserPhotography.com 
Facebook: Nature Chaser Photography 
 
Arlene Eagle has beaded for 26 years.  She has had several published short stories, poems and 
professional articles and writes an article for the local paper once a week about the local 
shelter.  She is married to Brave Standing Eagle, of the Cherokee tribe. 
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Jim Eastin is a minister, photographer, performer, and storyteller who helps people share their 
joys with words, music and the visual arts. He has been performing in the area and teaching 
people to use cameras in the Smoky Mountains since 2000.  
Website: www.JimEastin.net 
 
Terry & LaValla Edgington – Terry is a retired agricultural education teacher with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Animal Science and a Master’s Degree in Administration.  Terry has been an educator 
for more than 30 years and is a Certified Hunter Education Instructor with the Tennessee 
Wildlife Resource Agency.  
E-mail: terrye@charter.net      
 
Jon H. Elder is a fifth generation life-long Sevier County resident.  His mother was a full-blooded 
member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, and his father was a local businessman.  Jon’s 
maternal great-grandfather was a Cherokee Chief; his paternal great-grandfather was the 
doctor who diagnosed the first case of appendicitis in Sevier County. Jon is a graduate of Sevier 
County High and the University of Tennessee.  He achieved his master’s degree from Lincoln 
Memorial University.  He resides on the family farm in the Harrisburg Community with his wife 
Jamie Beth.     
 
Doug Elliott is a naturalist, herbalist and storyteller known for his lively, fun and informative 
presentations.  He has performed from Canada to the Caribbean and has been a featured 
storyteller at the National Storytelling Festival in Jonesboro, TN.   He has lectured and 
performed at the American Museum of Natural History in New York, the Royal Ontario Museum 
in Toronto and conducted workshops for the Smithsonian Institution.  Doug has led ranger 
training sessions for the National Park Service and guided people on wilderness experiences 
from down-east Maine to the Florida Everglades.  He was named harmonica champion at 
Fiddler's Grove Festival in Union Grove, N.C. and has been seen on PBS- Farmers’ Almanac TV.  
Doug is the author of five books, many articles in regional and national magazines and has 
recorded a number of award winning albums of stories and songs.    
Website: www.dougelliott.com     
 
Lois (English) Worthington is a native of Kodak, Tennessee, and lives in the house she was born 
in.  She raised her first butterfly, a Black Swallowtail, in 2006.  Retired in 2007, Lois started 
raising Black Swallowtails, Monarchs, Cabbage White, Fritillaries, and Sulphurs.  Researching, 
raising, photographing and sharing butterflies are her passions.  Lois also hikes with the Retired 
Citizens of the Smokies on Fridays on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.  Lois is a Master 
Gardener, enjoys flower and vegetable gardens.  She is also a Daughter of Union Veterans of 
the Civil War. 
 
Mark Evans began taking pictures around age 12 when he was given his grandfather’s old Leica 
IIIf.  He had a darkroom until he could afford Kodachrome, and when digital became affordable 
a few years ago, Mark happily switched to that format.  Mark’s specialty has always been the 
well-illustrated travelogue and he is now moving into eBooks at http://marksparks.us/.  
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First Mate and NavCal President Jeanette C. Farmer has more than 23 years sailboat racing 
experience (and 14 trophies).  She is also a member of United States Power Squadron and has 
more than 50 years of power and sail boating experience. 
 
Captain John C. Farmer, active, Coast Guard licensed, Merchant Mariner has more than 50 
years of boating experience inland and offshore. Currently, he serves as Senior Captain aboard 
THE STAR, 230 passenger sternwheel riverboat and TRACE 1 excursion vessel in Knoxville, 
Tennessee.  Captain Farmer is also a member of both the Society of Naval Architects and 
Marine Engineers. 
 
Judy Felts, originally from Arkansas, graduated with a degree in music and later moved to the 
Nashville area to pursue her music career.  She was a performer at Opryland as well as 
keyboard and vocalist for Grand Ole Opry star, Bill Anderson.  Judy started an organization in 
Nashville in 1995 called “Christian Women Connect” and also serves on the board for ACT 
(Artist in Christian Testimony) and on the Community Resource Board for the TN Prison for 
Women.  She has also served as a volunteer at the Tennessee Prison for Women since 
1999.  Judy has been utilized as a keynote speaker, worship leader and soloist for various 
churches, conferences and mission events.  In addition to Judy's solo ministry, she also 
performs with Lee Porter as a duo with piano, guitar, string bass and percussion.  They have 
performed together for the last eight years and are available for churches, conferences and 
events.  Judy and her husband Mike have been attending Wilderness Wildlife Week since 2000 
and have a love for hiking and the outdoors.   
Website: www.judyfelts.com   
 
Melanie Fetterolf is an active painter who enjoys working in a variety of mediums; however, 
her most recent work is watercolor because she enjoys the portability of the medium and 
painting on site whenever possible.  In 1993 Melanie graduated with a BA in Fine Arts with a 
Painting concentration from Virginia Tech, and after a significant break for motherhood, she 
currently paints from her home studio in Seymour, Tennessee and teaches watercolor and art 
classes at the Seymour Public Library.  Melanie prints most of her art into note cards, which can 
be found in a variety of retail establishments, and she sells her artwork at local farmers markets 
and area Arts and Crafts festivals.  Melanie is an active member of the Knoxville Arts and 
Cultural Alliance, a juried selling member at the Appalachian Arts and Fine Crafts Center in 
Norris, Tennessee, and exhibits regularly throughout the Knoxville area.     
  
Keith Garnes works in the hospitality industry in Pigeon Forge and is an avid hiker and 
promoter of all things Tennessee.  As a member of the Board of Directors for Friends of Pickett 
State Park, Keith would like to inspire people to experience and enjoy Tennessee’s State Parks 
and natural wonders through his arches and waterfalls presentations. 
E-mail: keithtnarcher@hotmail.com 
 
Steve & Regina Garr have been presenting programs on attracting Backyard Wildlife for 
decades with a special emphasis on attracting desirable wildlife to almost any setting. Steve is a 
past President and life member of the North American Bluebird Society and spent eight years as 
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a columnist for the Nature Society News.  Steve and Regina are recipients of an “Environmental 
Stewardship Award” from the Tennessee Deptartment of Environment and Conservation, they 
were awarded the John and Nora Lane Award by the North American Bluebird Society for their 
contributions to Bluebird Conservation, and together they are Life Members of the 
Hummer/Bird Study Group.  Steve and Regina are the owners of “Birds-I-View” wild bird and 
nature store in Jefferson City, Missouri where they host many free Education Seminars each 
year.  
Website: www.birds-i-view.biz   E-mail: steve@birds-i-view.biz   
 
Robin Goddard is retired from a 32 year teaching career.  She has received many educational 
honors, including the Tennessee Environmental Teacher of the Year.  Robin is a VIP (Volunteer 
In Park) for the National Park Service where she is the interpreter at Little Greenbrier School as 
the schoolmarm.  She also portrays Ann Davis, Mother of the Park, teaches at Tremont and was 
a 75th Ambassador for GSMNP.  Robin is President of the East Tennessee Old Harp singers 
(shaped note).  She works with National Park Community Outreach programs, Jr. Ranger 
programs and Parks as a Classroom.  She has been a volunteer in GSMNP since 1969.  Robin 
received the President’s Highest Volunteer Call to Service Award and in February 2013 she 
received the George B. Hartzog National Award as the Enduring Service Volunteer for the 
National Park Service. 
 
Rhonda Goins works as a Naturalist at Bays Mountain Park, where she has been employed for 
14 years.  She holds a Bachelor’s degree from ETSU in Biology and many certificates in wolf 
behavior and wildlife rehabilitation.  Rhonda is also a member of the National Opossum Society 
and The Defenders of Wildlife.  Being from the southeast, her minors, Geography and 
Appalachian Studies, come in handy teaching the topography and our Appalachian ways.  
Rhonda has worked closely with wolves for over 14 years and has designed and implemented 
the socialization of the Park’s captive wolves.  In 2009, she led and directed the capture of the 
escaped wolves and again in 2010.  Rhonda works with all the animals and heads the 
Herpetarium which houses East Tennessee reptiles and amphibians.  When the Herpetarium 
underwent a total renovation, Rhonda was instrumental in the design and implementation of 
all animal exhibits and habitats.  Most recently, she directed the socialization of the Park’s 
addition of 4 gray wolf cubs, born in 2014.  
  
Pat Gordy has been seriously photographing since 1999. She has had images place in various 
international and local exhibits, and she has judged photo competitions for clubs. Her passion 
for photography is fueled by the beauty created on earth. Pat enjoys photographing landscapes 
and wildlife, as well things most people pass by for her macro shots.  Along with Myra Reneau, 
Pat Gordy was the co-chair for the Photographic Society of Chattanooga's 2014 Scenic City 
International Photo Exhibition. She has been a member of PSC since 1997, serving in every 
position on the PSC Board and chairing several committees.  Pat serves on the Camera Club 
Council of Tennessee (3CT) Board of Directors, and is the 3CT newsletter editor. 
 
Wendell Gordy has enjoyed photography as a hobby since 1997.  After retiring from DuPont in 
1998, he graduated from the Rocky Mountain School of Photography in Missoula, Montana, in 
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1999.  Wendell is a member of the Photographic Society of Chattanooga, and the Photographic 
Society of America.  He serves on the board of the Photographic Society of Chattanooga.  
Wendell especially enjoys observing and photographing nature.  

 
Sabrina Gray has resided near Gatlinburg, Tennessee, for 22 years with her husband and three 
children. Writer, director, actor, singer, musician, storyteller, quilter and grandma are among 
the many "hats" she wears.  She says, "Discovering the script for STORE BRITCHES has been 
wonderful and a joy to direct." 
 
Great Smoky Mountains Heritage Center’s staff and volunteers in Townsend, Tennessee, are 
committed to sharing the region’s cultural history.  Many of Great Smoky Mountains Heritage 
Center’s volunteers were born and raised in the region, including the meadows, hollows and 
woodlands that are now part of Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  The construction of 
the family cabin - the center of the homeplace - is a function many of them are familiar with. 
 
Veronica Greear has been a Park Ranger and East Tennessee Regional Interpretive Specialist 
with Tennessee State Parks.  She is currently a Park Guide at the Obed Wild and Scenic River 
National Park in Wartburg, Tennessee. 
 
Missy Tipton Green has lived in Blount County, Tennessee her whole life.  She comes from early 
settlers of the Cades Cove and Tuckaleechee Cove.  More of her ancestors are early residents of 
the Blount County area.   Missy enjoys hiking in the Great Smoky Mountains, loves doing family 
research and genealogy and is an avid historian.  She is a charter member of the Cades Cove 
Preservation Association, serving on the Board of Directors and past president, treasurer and 
secretary; she has also been the co-director of the Cades Cove Museum.  Missy has also been a 
member of the Oliver Reunion Association, Smoky Mountain Historical Society, Myers 
Cemetery Preservation Association, 2013 graduating class of “Experience your Smokies”, and 
participates in the Great Smoky Mountain National Park’s Adopt a Cabin program.  Missy and 
her husband reside in Maryville; she has 2 children and 2 grandchildren.  Preservation of our 
local history and the history of her family is very important to Missy, together with Paulette 
Ledbetter they have authored three books, “From Mineral Springs to Bed Springs”, Arcadia’s 
Images of America “Cades Cove” and “Townsend” and   Missy’s first book she authored 
“Precious Memories”, was about life in Cades Cove.   
 
GSM Outfitters LLC is committed to providing quality outdoor clothing and gear at lower prices 
while trying to assist its customers in having the best experience for the various activities they 
plan while in the National Park area.  GSM Outfitters wants more than customers it wants 
friends that can share their experience, communicate and understand the National Park 
experience.  
 
Kathy Gwinn is a former History Teacher.  For the past 15 years, she has been employed as a 
Tour Guide for Smoky Mountain Tour Connection.  She and her husband Mike, also perform 
music and storytelling and are known together as “Hills & Hollows”.  
 



David Haggard is the West TN Regional Interpreter for Tennessee State Parks, and has worked 
at Reelfoot Lake State Park for 26 years.  He attended Tennessee Technological University at 
Cookeville for a degree in Wildlife Management.  Haggard is an avid outdoorsman and 
accomplished nature photographer, and enjoys spending his time exploring out state and 
national parks.  He developed the Bird of Prey environmental education program at Reelfoot 
Lake and usually travels with a variety of birds including our national symbol the Bald Eagle. 
 
Dr. Sue Hamilton is the director of the University of Tennessee Gardens where over 100,000 
visitors enjoy their beauty and education each year.  The UT Gardens are important “proving 
grounds” where each year hundreds of different cultivars of trees, shrubs, annuals, perennials, 
and herbs are evaluated for their landscape performance.  Dr. Sue is co-host of “Garden Talk” 
talk radio show that airs weekly.  She has authored the book “The Best Garden Plants for 
Tennessee” and writes for the Knoxville News Sentinel, Tennessee Farm & Home Magazine, 
Fine Gardening Magazine, and produces the UT Gardens monthly  
e-newsletter and bi-annual magazine.  Sue also enjoys plant and garden photography and 
regularly speaks to groups on various horticultural topics.  She is a member of the Garden 
Writers Association, American Conifer Society, Perennial Plant Association, American Public 
Garden Association, and the American Society of Horticultural Science. She also is an avid 
gardener and enjoys traveling to visit gardens, nurseries, and garden centers.  Dr. Sue has a 
Bachelor's of Science degree in Ornamental Horticulture from the University of Tennessee, 
1980; a Master's degree in Horticulture from Ohio State University, 1983; a Doctorate degree in 
Adult Education from the University of Tennessee, 1995. 
 
Tom Harrington is a retired Insurance Agent.  He is a volunteer interpreter with Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park assigned to Resource Education in Cades Cove. He also works with the 
National Park’s Community Outreach Program.  He is a graduate of East Tennessee State 
University.  Tom has been hiking weekly in Great Smoky Mountains National Park for 28 years.   
E-mail: t3hiker@ntown.com   
 
Shannon Harris, age 44, has hiked in the Smoky Mountains for 38 years.  His first hike was to 
Alum Cave at the age of four. For the last 16 years, Shannon has been the president of Alpine 
Adventure Trail Tours, Inc. and has led hiking groups in Hawaii, the Switzerland and Austrian 
Alps and on the Isle of Skye, Scotland. He also enjoys mountain biking, rock climbing and 
mountaineering. 
E-mail: alpine@swisshiking.com   
 
Ila Hatter has been delighting people with her extensive knowledge of plants and their folklore 
for almost 30 years. She edited an etnobotany book: Plants of the Cherokee and has produced a 
wild foods cookbook, Roadside Rambles, and an instructional DVD series: Wild Edibles & 
Medicinals of Southern Appalachia, and Mountain Kitchen. She has been featured in magazines 
such as Blue Ridge, Country, Our State and TV networks, including CNN, Turner South, RFD-TV, 
and A&E. Ila also hosts the UNC-TV (PBS) Folkways Program. 
Email: ila@wildcrafting.com       
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Randy Hedgepath is a native of West Tennessee where the family farm was just 15 miles from 
the Tennessee River. After graduating from UT Martin and working seasonally for several years 
for the National Park Service, he has spent the last 30 years with Tennessee State Parks. 
Hedgepath worked as a Ranger/Naturalist on the Cumberland Plateau and at Radnor Lake 
Natural Area in Nashville until 2007 when he was given the opportunity to be the statewide 
naturalist for the state park system. 
 
Roger Helton is a singer, songwriter, entertainer and multi-instrumentalist.  He has been 
entertaining audiences and ministering in churches for over twenty years.  Now residing in 
Sevierville, Tennessee, Roger has performed regularly in theaters such as Dixie Stampede and 
Dollywood, as well as performing with the bluegrass band, Greenbrier.  Roger has a great 
rapport with audiences of all ages with his blend of song, humor and instrumental stylings.  
E-mail: rogerhelton@charter.net   
 
Joey Holt grew up in the foothills of the Smokies.  Joey has been a lover of the outdoors all his 
life enjoying activities such as camping and hiking. He has been an avid hiker for several 
years.  Joey is a member of Great Smoky Mountains Association and is a volunteer with 
Appalachian Bear Rescue.  He has been presenting a hiking program at a local camp resort for 
the past few years where he also does guided hikes for their guests, church groups, and others 
who just enjoy the outdoors. 
E-mail: joeytodd@bellsouth.net   
 
Christine Hoyer serves as Volunteer-in-Park Coordinator with Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park.  She completed a BA and BS at Elizabethtown College in Psychology and Philosophy.  
Christine began her National Park Service career as a trail career leader in Cataloochee in 2008.  
She worked as the Trails & Facilities Volunteer Coordinator for three years in the Facility 
Management Division and has been in her current role as Volunteer-in-Park Coordinator since 
2013.   
 
Douglas Hubbard is a photographer whose passion for photography has spanned more than 50 
years.  At 13 years of age, he contracted his first wedding for pay for which he did his own 
darkroom work.  Doug has served as president of the Camera Club of Oak Ridge; chaired major 
photographic competitions; presented photographic courses; has completed many formal 
courses and seminars on Photoshop and various aspects of photography; and has been 
successful in photography competitions. 
 
Don Huskey & Marcia Huskey Nelson: Don is a long time Pigeon Forge resident and once was a 
miller for the Old Mill. He has been singing gospel music since he was a young man. His 
daughter, Marcia Nelson, has also been singing gospel music since she was a small child, and is 
a member of the First Baptist Church of Sevierville’s Celebration Choir and Orchestra.  Marcia 
also composes gospel music and works at the Pigeon Forge Public Library. 
 
William W. (Bill) Hurst, as a boy, won a number of prizes in art contests and several 
scholarships for art training, including the Delaware Institute of Art and won an all Army 
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photographic contest while serving his country.  While loving art his entire life, Bill did not paint 
or draw as an adult.  Being a CPA for Ernst & Young and the controller of a major insurance 
company, as well as raising a family of five, seemed to take all his time.  Then in retirement, Bill 
took art up again, taking art classes at John C. Campbell Folk School, as well as Townsend 
Atelier and the local college.  Bill has exhibited in juried shows and sold drawings at public 
exhibits and taught classes on Semester at Sea enrichment cruises.   
 
Don Huskey is a Pigeon Forge native and has been singing in local churches for over 50 years.  
He was the miller at The Old Mill in Pigeon Forge for over 20 years.   
 
Robert Hutson is an avid published nature photographer and wildflower enthusiast.  He is a 
previous presenter at Wilderness Wildlife Week for the first time in 2013.  Also, he is a coauthor 
of Great Smoky Mountains Wildflowers with Carlos Campbell, William Hutson, and Jack Sharp.  
At the age of three in the 1950’s, Bob began accompanying his father and Carlos Campbell on 
trips to the Smokies.  He began taking flower pictures with an SLR in the early 1960’s and made 
the transition to digital in 2004.  Bob’s formal photography training consists of attending 
various seminars and classes over the past 25 years from many of the nation’s top professional 
nature photographers.  He has been a leader with GSMNP’s Spring Wildflower Pilgrimage since 
2005 giving wildflower photography lectures as well as infield instruction.  Bob’s greatest 
pleasure is sharing his knowledge and enjoyment of nature’s beauty with others. 
 
Richard Iceland has been a photographer/instructor more than 40 years.  His work has been 
published in People Magazine, The Sunday New York Times, The Bergen Evening Record, Palm 
Beach Post, Orlando Sentinel, Inside Track Magazine and National Speed Sport News.  He is 
currently working as a photographer for the NASCAR circuit and conducts photo sightseeing 
tours in the Smokies.  
E-mail: photo.fast@yahoo.com   
 
Jim Jenkins graduated from Tennessee Technological University with a B.S. in Wildlife 
Management.  He works for Rocky Top Tours taking people on guided tours into GSMNP and 
also works with Great Smoky Mountains Association.  Jim is very knowledgeable about plant 
and animal identification and has hiked extensively in GSMNP.  Jim has been a tour guide for 
more than 30 years. 
 
Ken Jenkins, professional photographer and creator of Wilderness Wildlife Week, is known 
throughout North America.  He is an accomplished author of numerous books covering black 
bears, grizzlies and other wildlife.  He and his wife, Vicki, own Beneath the Smoke, a nature 
company and gallery in Gatlinburg.  Because of Ken’s vision 23 years ago, WWW is now an 
award-winning event, having won the prestigious International Festivals and Events 
Association’s Gold Pinnacle Award for Best Environmental Program and Best Educational 
Program from among approximately 1,500 award entries, as well as IFEA’s Silver Pinnacle 
Award for Best Community Outreach Program. 
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J. Greg Johnson grew up in the shadow of the Great Smoky Mountains and is a native East 
Tennessee resident.  He earned a bachelor’s degree in biology from Tennessee Technological 
University and a master’s degree in public and community health from Austin Peay State 
University.  He is a former teacher, college football coach, and academic advisor.  He has 
worked in the financial services industry for over 20 years.  Greg began writing a weekly column 
for The Mountain Press in 2003 and for the Knoxville News Sentinel in 2005.  His award-winning 
opinion columns cover regional, state and national politics and issues affecting Tennessee, with 
an occasional international perspective.  Greg’s book, “Sanctuary: Meditations from the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park,” was published in 2009 to commemorate the 75th anniversary 
of the Park.  “Sanctuary” is available at all Great Smoky Mountains Association stores and on 
amazon.com.  Greg is the proud father of son, Reed, and twin daughters, Haley and Micah.  He 
and his wife, Diane, live and write in Sevier County, Tennessee. 
 
Karen Jones first became interested in photography as a small child when she would look 
through that little square window of her mother’s Brownie camera and, like magic, it captured 
time and emotion; to be enjoyed by others for generations. It is still magic, she says, when 
emotion can be transferred - from photographer to viewer - by an image.  As a young adult, 
Karen continued in film photography, capturing experiences in the ever-changing world around 
her.  With the arrival of more economical digital imaging, there is no end in learning, developing 
skills, and experimenting with ways to express Karen’s vision in hopes that you, the viewer, can 
share an emotional experience with her.  She has admired other photographers and artists’ 
works, wondering what abilities they possess and what techniques were employed to achieve 
something that evokes an emotional response from the viewer.  She continues to learn to 
convey her own ideas and wants to share any knowledge that may inspire or help others 
express theirs.  
 
Glenna & W.C. (Dub) Julian are Sevier County Area Master Gardeners.  They volunteer at the 
Sevier Senior Center and Kodak Library.  Glenna has been featured on The Learning Channel 
(TLC) and has been a Dogwood Arts Festival and UT Bloomsday speaker.  She is a retired USPS 
rural postal carrier. Their 2-acre garden is a National Wildlife Certified Backyard Habitat and a 
Monarch Waystation, which creates, conserves, and protects Monarch butterfly habitats.  Their 
garden in Kodak has been featured in the Knoxville News-Sentinel and The Mountain 
Press.  "Dub" received his BA from Carson Newman College and is a retired Senior Chief with 
more than 30 years in the military. 
Email:  Julian55@bellsouth.net   
 
Joe Kelley served as a National Park Ranger for more than 30 years, mainly in the Great 
Smokies and on the Blue Ridge Parkway.  Special assignments nationwide included major 
disasters, forest fires, search & rescue incidents, and the NPS Special Events Team.  He and his 
family lived and worked with other GSMNP rangers, staff, and neighbors who were raised and 
lived in the area before the park was established.  Joe was co-author with Dwight McCarter on 
the book "Meigs Line", which tells of ranger adventures and boundary lines in GSMNP. 
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Tyler King is a lifelong Sevier County resident who loves local mountain lore.  He recently 
graduated from East Tennessee State University and interned with the Great Smoky Mountains 
National park where he did interpretive talks on the early settlers.    
 
Veta King is historian for the Pigeon Forge Public Library.  Mrs. King preserves and promotes 
the awareness of area heritage.  In 2010 Arcadia Publishing released a new book by Mrs. King – 
Images of America, Pigeon Forge with over 200 vintage photographs of the town.  Her first 
book, Mountain Folks of Old Smoky is still in print.  She is descended from the first Ogle family 
to arrive in Gatlinburg. Her paternal grandfather was a foreman for the Little River Lumber Co. 
E-mail: vwking@cityofpigeonforge.com    
 
Don Kirk is the author of the first comprehensive trout fishing guide to Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park in the 1970s, Don Kirk is a native East Tennessean who grew up fly fishing for 
trout in the streams and rivers of the region. He is the publisher of Southern Trout magazine, 
and he recently had a new book, Flies and Fly Patterns of the Great Smoky Mountains 
(Stackpole Books, 2013) that provides groundbreaking information on over 120 fly patterns 
with historical roots in the region. Kirk is a frequent speaker at Federation of Fly Fishers and 
Trout Unlimited events throughout the South. 
 
Knoxville Zoo is Knoxville’s largest year-round attraction.  Located off exit 392A from Interstate 
40, the zoo is open every day except Christmas Day.  Knoxville Zoo is nationally accredited by 
the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) and is committed to the highest standards in 
animal care and well-being, ethics, conservation, and education.  Currently, the zoo is open 
daily from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.  Admission and ticket sales stop one-hour before the zoo 
closes.  Next-day admission is free after 3 p.m.  For more information, please call 865.637.5331 
or visit www.knoxvillezoo.org. 
 
Leon Konz serves a Fire Prevention and Firewise Coordinator for the Tennessee Division of 
Forestry.  He has been serving in this capacity and helping homeowners, communities, 
community planners, fire departments, realtors, and insurance agents for nine years.  Prior to 
that, Leon worked for the National Park Service for 30 years, the last 14 of which he served as 
the Fire Management Officer of GSMNP.    
 
Matt Kulp grew up in Telford, Pennsylvania and graduated from Souderton Area High School in 
1988.  He holds a BS in Biology from Pennsylvania State University (’92) and a MS in Biology 
(fisheries) from Tennessee Technological University (’94).  During his junior/senior years at 
Penn State, Matt worked at the Cooperative Fish & Wildlife Research unit as a fisheries 
technician.  Matt began his career with Great Smoky Mountains National Park in May 1994 as a 
fishery technician and in May 1995 became a fishery biologist with the Park, where he 
continues to serve.  His fisheries management objectives focus on brook trout inventory and 
monitoring, brook trout genetics, native fish restoration, threatened and endangered fish 
reintroduction and monitoring, and long-term water quality and fisheries monitoring.  He has 
planned and assisted other agencies on numerous native fish restoration projects around the 
country.  Matt was selected as Employee of the Year at GRSM in 2010.  He is Certified Fisheries 

mailto:vwking@cityofpigeonforge.com
http://www.knoxvillezoo.org/


Scientist with the American Fisheries Society (AFS) and is former President of the Southern 
Division of the AFS Trout Committee.  He is an avid wild turkey and deer hunter and also enjoys 
fresh/saltwater fishing and woodworking.  He enjoys time with his wife Mimi and children 
Michael and Pauline, all of whom reside in Wears Valley, Tennessee. 
 
Bert Kunze was born in 1938 and grew up in Starnberg (Bavaria) on the foothills of the Alps.  
For many years he organized mountaineering, skiing, climbing, and hiking trips into the 
Bavarian, Swiss, Austrian, Italian, Yugoslavian, and French Alps.  Bert was also a year-round 
weekend volunteer with the Bavarian Mountain Rescue team.  In 1961, he graduated from the 
Polytechnical Academy of the University of Munich and began working for Siemens in Munich.  
Siemens transferred Bert to the U.S. in 1979.  He retired to Hiwassee in 1993 where he built his 
own home.  Bert has been Hike Master for the local Mountain High Hikers and was honored 
twice by the U.S. Forrest Service with Lifetime Achievement Awards for his work as a trail 
volunteer.  Bert is also a certified Wilderness First Responder.   
 
Bill Landry was the voice, host, narrator, and co-producer of The Heartland Series.  For more 
than 25 years, this program has continued to celebrate the people and the land of the entire 
Appalachian region.  The Heartland Series has received three Emmy Awards.  Bill has written 
and directed many of the episodes.  As a graduate of the Dallas Theatre Center with a Master of 
Fine Arts degree, Bill considers himself a lover of theatrical crafts that have an educational 
purpose and has portrayed numerous characters on the series.  Prior to joining WBIR/TV, he 
was an accomplished theatre professional and performed a one-man show, “Einstein the Man,” 
before hundreds of groups and organizations in 38 states and Canada.   
 
Earl Layhue was born in Uniontown, Pennsylvania in 1960; yet, he resided most of his life in 
Sandusky, Ohio. He met and married his wife Tammi in 1997.  The Layhues honeymooned in the 
Smokies and moved here in 2010.  Earl has been a musician and songwriter most of his life.  He 
was inspired to write "The People of Cades Cove" song from his and Tammi’s first visit to Cades 
Cove 17 years ago.  Earl finally recorded it for the public on CD December 5, 2013.  The CD is 
titled "Cades Cove and Heartfelt Mountain Memories." Earl wrote every song on the CD.  
 
Paulette Ledbetter descends from early settlers located in the Tuckaleechee Cove and Wears 
Cove area.  She loves to hike in the Great Smokies area along with her husband and son.  
Paulette is a member of the Cades Cove Preservation Association, serving on the Board of 
Directors and as past Treasurer as well as past co director of the Cades Cove Museum, Oliver 
Reunion Association, Smoky Mountain Historical Society and Myers Cemetery Preservation 
Association and a graduate of the 2013 class of “Experience your Smokies”, and participates in 
the Great Smoky Mountains Adopt a Cabin program.  Paulette resides in Maryville with her 
husband; she has two children and one grandchild.  She is also an avid historian and genealogist 
and supports many programs that preserve the history of our region.   
 
Lee Lewis has been involved in wilderness search and rescue, including technical rescue since 
1990. As a volunteer, he has responded to incidents in Tennessee, North Carolina, South 
Carolina and the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, both in field operations and search 



incident management.  Lee has over 1400 hours of SAR training, and is a graduate of the 
National Search and Rescue School.  He is certified as a Search and Rescue Technician II, 
Wilderness First Responder, and Man-Tracker.  He also instructs area law enforcement agencies 
in the art of tracking. He is a member of the National Association for Search and Rescue 
(NASAR), and the Society of Professional Access Technicians (SPRAT). Currently, Lee is only one 
of two people who have hiked all six trails to Mt. LeConte in under 24 hours.  Lee has led 
numerous hikes into GSMNP for Wilderness Wildlife Week and now serves as the Wilderness 
Wildlife Week Transportation Director.   
E-mail: leeplewis@hotmail.com       
 
Deby Libby is self-taught on the lap dulcimer.  She has been playing since 2002.  Deby is a 
member of the Knoxville Area Dulcimer Club, plays/performs with Highstrung, TNT, and 
Dogwood Dulcimers and Friends.  Their first CD Starting Off with a Bang! came out in Fall 2007 
and their new CD, TNT-Having a Blast came out in April 2009.   
Website:  www.tntdulcimers.com  E-mail:  dlibby@utk.edu   
 
Kris Light has life-long love of nature carried over into a profession of teaching science outreach 
programs to elementary school students for the Oak Ridge National Laboratory and the 
American Museum of Science and Energy beginning in 1987.  Kris has also taught numerous 
programs for the Great Smoky Mountains Institute at Tremont.  
 
Dr. Don Linzey received his Ph.D. degree from Cornell University and currently teaches 
mammalogy and herpetology at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Virginia.  He has been engaged in 
wildlife research in GSMNP since 1964 (51 years).  He is the author of "Mammals of Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park" and "A Natural History Guide to Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park".  He has directed the mammal investigations for the All-Taxa Biodiversity 
Inventory in the Park since 1998. 
 
Lost Mill String Band (Jerry and Joan Paul) have been sharing their American Roots Music with 
visitors and locals of the Great Smoky Mountains since 2005. The duo sings and performs music 
of Appalachia, both past and present.  Joan plays harmonica, guitar and clawhammer banjo and 
Jerry plays upright bass and bluegrass banjo.  They are featured daily on Alewine Pottery’s 
Channel 20 TV in the Great Smoky Mountains area.  
E-mail: www.lost_mill@hotmail.com or www.lostmill@lostmill.com  Website: 
www.lostmill.com 
 
Dr. Leo Lubke received his undergraduate degrees, as well as an earned doctorate, from the 
State University of New York. Leo retired after 33 years in education.  He has completed Master 
Gardener certification in both New York and Tennessee.  Leo is a member of Garden Writers 
Association and writes a garden column for a regional newspaper.  Leo and his wife, Linda, 
reside in Kodak, Tennessee, where their gardens include vegetables, fruits, flowers and a “Bird 
and Butterfly Garden” with a waterwheel and pond area.   
E-mail: LHLubke@aol.com  
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Linda Lubke also holds BS and MS degrees in education from the State University of New York.  
She retired as a K-8 Assistant Principal.  She enjoys photography as one of her hobbies.  Linda 
and her husband, Leo, reside in Kodak, TN, where their gardens include vegetables, fruits, 
flowers and a “Bird and Butterfly Garden” with a waterwheel and pond area.   
 
Don Luckett is an avid outdoorsman, hiker and loves to trout fish. He has been involved with 
Wilderness Wildlife Week for the past 11 years as a Hike Sweep. Don was a guide in the 
Everglades for Loxahatchee Everglades Tours in South Florida until his retirement.  Also, Don 
worked for the Boca Raton Resort and Club where he was the Assistant Harbor Master and 
organized off shore fishing charters.  
 
Charles Maynard is the Director of Development for the Holston Conference Camp and Retreat 
Ministries.  In addition, he has authored several books including Churches of the Smokies and 
co-authored Time Well Spent-Family Hiking in the Smokies and Waterfalls and Cascades of the 
Great Smoky Mountains.  A children’s family book, Going Along to the Great Smoky Mountains, 
was published in 2008. Charles also is the author of Blue Ridge Mountains: Ancient and Majestic 
with photographer Jerry Green and co-author of Family Hiking in the Smokies. 
 
Dwight McCarter was a backcountry park ranger for Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  He 
was, and still is, one of the best search and rescue man trackers in the nation.  Dwight has 
tracked and found numerous lost children and adults in and out of the park.  He has also 
tracked and found numerous criminals including murder suspects, arson suspects, and assault 
suspects, in and out of the park.  In 2007 David Post, Dave Ledbetter and Dwight found the 
missing forge hammer that was lost in 1817 at Cades Cove.  Dwight was, and still is, very 
familiar with all aspects of the Smoky’s backcountry. 
 
Lynne McCoy is a home-based independent wildlife rehabilitator and educator located in 
Jefferson County, TN.  She has worked with birds, mammals and reptiles for more than 35 
years.  Lynne has both state and federal permits and is a member of the Tennessee Wildlife and 
Education Rehabilitation Association.  She writes a newsletter, “It's a Wildlife,” about her 
experiences and has a website: www.picturetrail.com/backwoodslynne with albums of her 
experiences.  Lynne cares for 600-800 animals annually.  
E-mail: backwoodslynne@aol.com   
 
Ed & Linda McFarland: Ed has hiked and camped in the southern Appalachians for over 50 
years.  He was scout master of a high adventure scout troop and president of the Daniel Boone 
Council of the BSA.  He has led hikes in the Pisgah and Nantahala National Forests and 
GSMNP.  January 2014 marks the 17th year Ed and Linda have participated in Wilderness 
Wildlife Week.   
 
Don McGowan, an assistant commercial studio photographer, has worked in a commercial 
photography lab, has been a photo journalist for a daily newspaper, and has worked as a staff 
photographer for a large nonprofit organization.  Additionally, Don has owned his own 
photography business for 13 years. 
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Email:  mcgowan592@aol.com  or don@earthsongphotography.com   
 
Carroll McMahan is the Special Projects Coordinator for the Sevierville Chamber of Commerce 
and serves as Sevier County Historian.  He is a contributing writer and coordinator of Upland 
Chronicles, a weekly column featuring mountain heritage stories in The Mountain Press.  In 
2010, Carroll organized and continues to coordinate the annual Rose Glen Literary Festival at 
Walters State Community College, Sevier County Campus.  He is the recipient of the 2012 
Community History Award presented by the East Tennessee Historical Society and the Historic 
Preservation Recognition Award presented by the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
Spencer Clack Chapter.  Carroll is the author of Images of America: Sevierville published by 
Arcadia Publishing Company.  His second book Elkmont’s Lem Ownby, Sage of the Smokies was 
recently published by The History Press.  A native of Sevierville, Carroll moved back to East 
Tennessee after 25 years in Nashville and one entire summer in Glacier Bay, Alaska.  His 
interests include hiking in the Smokies, history, folklore and storytelling.   
 
Michelle McMahan is a native of Peoria, Illinois. She is a nurse for Covent Health, Inc. on the 
staff of the Sleep Disorder Center at Fort Sanders Regional Medical Center.  She and her 
husband, Carroll, entertained the audience at the 2013 Wilderness Wildlife Week Opening 
Ceremony portraying the Disoriented Tourists. 
 
Mike Meldrum has been a National Park Service Ranger implementing resource education for 
several years in the Cades Cove District. Mike has been in the Smoky Mountains for more than 
10 years.  
E-mail: mike_meldrum@nps.gov   
 
Karen Miller is the Education Coordinator for Keep Sevier Beautiful.  She has been working with 
children for most of her career teaching drug prevention and as a youth leader in Ohio.  Karen 
moved to Tennessee where she has been with Keep Sevier Beautiful for over a year working 
with students to learn litter prevention, beautification, composting and recycling 
education.  Karen can be reached at KSB to schedule a class for your group at 
kmiller@keepsevierbeautiful.org.  
 
Ruth Carr Miller’s ancestors (on the Carr side) lived in the Sugarlands section of the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park.  She has spent many years of her life operating a tour guide 
service showing thousands of visitors the Great Smoky Mountains and presenting its 
history.  Through this service Ms. Miller has helped to keep this area’s heritage alive.   
 
Doug Mills, for 30 years, has roamed the region with Bill Landry as the videographer for The 
Heartland Series. With a reduced production schedule Doug continues to roam, meander if you 
will, looking for new adventures. Oh, the old man can’t deny the young man’s joy in waiting for 
sunrises and chasing sunsets.  
 
Charles Monday is organizer of the musical component of Townsend’s Fall Old Timers Day and 
their Spring Festival.  Charlie also manages the Carolina Bluegrass Boys.  Years ago Charlie 
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realized that he had the “gift” of dowsing, which can also be referred to as “water 
witching.”  Through the years, Charlie has discovered many uses for dowsing including locating 
underground water, graves, pipes, electric lines, old building sites and many other 
things.  Putting this talent to work in Knoxville two years ago, Charlie was instrumental in 
locating a previously unmarked Confederate cemetery that, until then, was only a rumor.  
E-mail:  charliemonday@wildblue.net   
 
Natalie Mong is the Director of Rehabilitation and Education, as well as founder of Upstate 
Birds of Prey. Upstate Birds of Prey possess both federal and state permits to rehabilitate 
raptors as well as use non-releasable raptors in our education programs.  Natalie has worked 
with raptors since 2010.  Upstate Birds of Prey is located in the Smoky Mountains, which is the 
migratory path for many raptors every spring and fall.  It is Natalie’s goal to one day see the 
raptor center open to the public. 
 
Harry Moore is retired from being the Geotechnical Director with TDOT in Knoxville.  Prior to 
his career, Harry earned both his Bachelor & Master’s Degree in Geology from the University of 
Tennessee.  He is licensed as a Professional Geologist and has authored several Geology 
books.  Along with Fred Brown, he co-authored Discovering October Roads:  Fall Color and 
Geology in Tennessee.  His new book, entitled The Bone Hunters: The Discovery of Miocene 
Fossils in Gray, Tennessee, was published by the University of Tennessee Press in 2004.  Harry 
currently resides in Blaine, Tennesse, with his wife Alice Ann.   
E-mail:  hlaamoore@aol.com   
 
Lee Morris was raised on sharecropper farms around Martin, Tennessee, where humor helped 
folks cope with hard times and enjoy good times more.   Lee became a pastor at age 18 while a 
freshman at Union University in Jackson, Tennessee (Class of 1955).  He then earned the 
Master’s of Divinity and Ph.D. at Southern Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky while also serving 
during graduate studies as Instructor of Field Work.  Lee pastored rural and small town 
churches for more than 50 years and served as Chaplain and Prof. of Religion at Berea College, 
Kentucky for 21 years, retiring to Oak Ridge, Tennessee in 2000.  His "The Preachments," a 
sermon parody on rural preaching, has entertained hundreds of audiences. 
 

Sherry Mummert was an Engineer for 25 years.  She found her true passion as a weaver.  
Starting with a correspondence course, Sherry taught herself to weave and now creates both 
household items and wearable art. 
 
J. Duay O’Neil, a reporter for The Newport Plain Talk, a century-plus old family-owned 
newspaper, has devoted over 40 years to the research of Cocke County, Tennessee’s history 
and its people. His weekly column, “As It Was Give to Me,” was recently honored by the 
Tennessee Press Association as one of the best Personal Humor columns in the state. The 
column, now in its eleventh year, focuses on local history. He also edits the newspaper’s yearly 
Smoky Mountain Homeplace, a keepsake edition appearing each October and devoted to some 
aspect of Cocke County’s history. Last year’s publication, “Broken Lives in a Broken County”, 
focused on the Civil War and also received TPA honors. In 2009, as part of the 75th anniversary 
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celebration of Great Smoky Mountains National Park, he devoted an entire year’s columns to 
the Cosby community’s history. The author of several books, he is also an accomplished 
playwright and director, whose works The Hanging of Dan Potter, Under the Apple Trees, and 
Sunset Is Coming are based on Cocke County’s history. He holds B.S. and M.A. degrees from 
East Tennessee State University and is a retired teacher. He and his wife Karen have one 
daughter, Amber, who lives in Charleston, South Carolina. Their cat, Jane Austen, allows them 
to reside with her in Fenwood, built in 1902 by Duay’s grandparents. 
 
Marcia Huskey Nelson is part of the worship ministry at First Baptist Church Sevierville, and is 
also the director at the Pigeon Forge Public Library.   
 
Chris Ogle is a native son of Sevier County, Tennessee.  He works as a Wildlife Surveys Manager 
for the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA) within their administrative Region IV and 
covers the 21 eastern counties.  Chris’ job is to inventory nongame wildlife on the agency’s 
Wildlife Management Areas (WMA) and provide technical assistance to private landowners for 
issues concerning nongame species.  He specializes in rare, threatened, and endangered 
species.  Chris holds a B.S. in Wildlife and Fisheries Science from the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville, and a M.S. from East Tennessee State University where he conducted a project on 
tiger salamanders in East Tennessee.  He is also heavily involved in the local community.  For 
the past few years he has taught the 8th grade Hunter’s Education class at Caton’s Chapel 
Elementary School.  Chris also attends and works with many ministries at Richardson’s Cove 
Baptist Church, and serves as Assistant Scoutmaster for Boy Scout Troop 211. 
 
George Owen has led hikes and done intensive trail work in the Southern Appalachians for forty 
years. He has served as trail maintenance director and trail construction director for both the 
Georgia Appalachian Trail Club and the Benton MacKaye Trail Association, serving also as 
president of the latter.  George did the layout and supervised much of the Benton MacKaye 
Trail construction in Georgia.  He has also served as conservation director for three trail clubs. 
For the past six years he has been a guide for Alpine Adventure Trail Tours in the Alps. Leading 
hiking group adventures from Virginia to California, which has been one of his retirement joys. 
He has also enjoyed hiking trails in the Smokies, starting with his children, for these forty 
years.          
 
Jim Pader was born in Chicago in 1930.  He served in the U.S. Air Force during the Korean War 
and, most recently, gained the distinction of being the oldest man to hike Mt. Whitney in one 
day in 2013. 
 
Olga Pader escaped from the urban canyons of South Florida to the mountains of Western 
North Carolina thirteen years ago to be closer to the woods she loves. She is an avid 
recreational hiker who finds solace and adventure walking in the wonderments of the natural 
world. She has hiked the sawgrass prairies of the Everglades, the carriage roads of Acadia, the 
granite cap of El Capitan in Yosemite, and the fiery depths of Utah’s Canyonland. Her most 
memorable previous adventures have been hiking the Grand Canyon rim-to-rim and reaching 
the summit of Mt. Whitney, at 14,497 feet the highest point in the continental U. S., in 2007. 



Her trips to Spain began with a why-not by a gurgling Smokies creek and brought her full-circle 
to the land of her ancestors. On the Camino de Santiago the human experience and earthly 
landscapes meld to transform walkers into pilgrims on this journey through time and space. 
Olga has become a dedicated “peregrina” captured by the magic of the Camino.              
 
Dr. Gail Palmer is an award-winning author from Townsend, TN and is also a proud graduate of 
the University of Tennessee, Knoxville.  She has produced two DVDs and three books about the 
people of the Smoky Mountains.  The DVDs are “Sacred Places of the Smokies” and “When 
Mama Was the Doctor: Mountain Medicine Women.”  The books include GSMNP: In the 
Beginning… Fact, Legend & Eminent Domain and two volumes of the Smoky Mountain Tales 
Series: Feuds, Murder & Mayhem.  The Smoky Mountain Tales books are creative non-fiction, 
true stories told as fiction.  Palmer, a native of Blount County, has deep roots to the people of 
Cades Cove and the Smokies through her mother, Mary Sparks Palmer, and her grandparents, 
John Marion Sparks and Elizabeth Shuler Sparks.  Her goal is to present as true and as real a 
picture of the people in these stories, their way of living and the events that affected their lives.  
Palmer’s Cemeteries of the Smokies book is due to be published by Great Smoky Mountains 
Association in 2014.   
 

Jacki and Janis Proffitt are craft artists who continue to draw from their rich history and 
cultural heritage of Appalachia.  Woodworking has been in their family for several generations 
dating back to some of the first settlers in Sevier County.  Proffitt’s Woodworks was established 
in 1979 in the town of Pittman Center, Tennessee by their father, Ellis Proffitt.  Jacki and Janis 
grew up helping their father in his shop learning their woodworking skills from him.  For more 
than 20 years they have been running the family business carrying on traditional Appalachia 
turnings such as wooden fruit and bowls, candle holders, bud vases and many on-of-a-kind 
pieces using woods native to the area.  
Website: www.proffitts-woodworks.com 
 
Rev. Willard Rabert (he prefers to be called Will) is a retired United Church of Christ pastor.  He 
served UCC churches in Pennsylvania for 38 years before retiring over 16 years ago to 
Tennessee.  He and his wife live at Uplands Retirement Community at Pleasant Hill.  In 1987 
Will began performing Bible monologues, and over the years has given more than 200 
performances at churches, service clubs, nursing homes, libraries and schools.  Will does not 
have a fee as he believes his talent comes from his God.  His monologues include over 30 Bible 
characters, and more than 12 fictional and historical persons.  
 

Ron H. Rader, a “born ‘n’ raised” son of Pigeon Forge, captures his boyhood in his memoir: The 
Blue Mountains Sing of rivers, old men, trails, and trout.  His book won the IPPY 2014 silver 
medal for Best Non-Fiction in the South awarded by the Independent Publishers Association in 
New York on May 28, 2014.  Ron’s book recounts the forties and fifties mountain lifestyle and 
stories of his mom’s family grocery store in Pigeon Forge and his dad’s working career with the 
CCCs and Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  He resurrects his boyhood and his coming of 
age during pre and post WWII.  Ron is a former U.S. naval officer, University of Tennessee 
retiree, and currently is a commercial real estate advisor.  

http://www.proffitts-woodworks.com/


 
Daryl Ratajczak is the Chief of Wildlife and Forestry for Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency 
(TWRA).  He received his degree and Wildlife Management from the College of Environmental 
Science and Forestry in Syracuse, New York.  Daryl’s past titles include Curator of the 
Appalachian Bear Rescue and Big Game Coordinator for the TWRA. 
 
Don Richards was inspired during a canoe trip on the Pongola and Maputu Rivers in Zululand 
and Mozambique to become fully involved in conservation and to share the wonders of 
nature.  He became a game ranger and a Wilderness Trails Officer in the Zululand Game 
Reserves, then part of the Wilderness Leadership Schools and then went on to pioneer 
environmental education in South Africa. Now at the age of 84 he continues as Director of Suba 
Environmental Education of Kenya, facilitating Kenyans to bring restoration to severely 
degraded areas on the shores of Lake Victoria. 
 
Pamela Rodgers is a native of the Appalachian Mountains of East Tennessee.  Her family was 
one of the first families to settle in what is now the Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  
Pamela earned her Bachelor of Science Degree in Leisure Services from Carson Newman 
College.  For a number of years she was employed as a Seasonal Education Ranger for GSMNP.  
Currently, Pamela holds the position of Backcountry Information Specialist. 
 
Tom Saielli is the Southern Regional Science Coordinator with The American Chestnut 
Foundation.  As such, he spends most of his time coordinating the genetic breeding program in 
the south, focusing largely on blight resistance, Phytophthora resistance and drought tolerance 
of American chestnut.  This involves managing over a hundred breeding orchards and putting in 
large-scale forest restoration plantings, as well as research, education and outreach.  Tom 
received his MS in Forest Sciences from the University of Vermont in Burlington after earning 
his BS in Biology and Environmental Science at the University of Colorado.  Before joining 
TACF’s staff, Tom worked as a research technician at the University of Vermont, where he 
focused on the interaction between genetics and environmental variables necessary for large-
scale American chestnut restoration.  
 
Timothy Seaman is an acoustic soloist and a proud native of West Virginia.  He has lived in 
Virginia since 1956 and in Williamsburg since 1970.  An English graduate of the College of 
William & Mary, a four-summer backpacking instructor as a Philmont Ranger, and a veteran of 
19 years of school teaching, Timothy has continually been involved in music and has made it his 
sole endeavor since 1994. Most of his many recordings have been done in collaboration with 
Virginia’s National and State Parks and other agencies, representing their natural and historic 
themes.  Equally at home on a concert stage, at a reception, in a studio or a classroom, Timothy 
plays and teaches distinctively original music using his own techniques developed for the 
extended-range hammered dulcimer, a large collection of flutes and whistles, psalteries, 
mountain dulcimer and guitar -- both solo and in ensembles -- with a unique emotive and 
sometimes powerful style.  
 



Gudrun & Peter Seifert stem from Germany and lived in Switzerland for two years prior to 
coming to the United States in 1964.  Initially, they wanted to stay in the United States for only 
two or three years; however, the tremendous welcoming spirit and the security during the 
world’s East – West conflict made them stay a lifetime.  Gudrun, having been an English 
teacher, and Peter, a mechanical engineer, are regular people.  This is their home now.  They 
have learned the language, except an accent remains.  Both Gudrun and Peter took early semi-
retirement and began to walk from Nice to Vienna when Peter turned 62.  The hike extended 
over six years and became one of the greatest experiences of their lives.  In fact both Peter and 
Gudrun wrote Hike For Your Life as their contribution to fellow and future retirees.  In the past 
few years, Gudrun and Peter have presented programs at Wilderness Wildlife Week on various 
topics including hiking and world history.  Their time at Wilderness Wildlife Week in Pigeon 
Forge, TN, has been met with great hospitality with “ya’ll.”    
 
Ray Sellers has lived in the Great Smoky Mountains area for more than 30 years.  He is a retired 
Park Ranger and has worked in several diverse national parks.  He is an avid hiker and 
outdoorsman and can be found somewhere on a trail on any given day.  Ray has a sincere 
interest in Wilderness Wildlife Week and works tirelessly toward a successful event each 
year.  He was the “Volunteer of the Year – 2001/2002” for the City of Pigeon Forge’s Office of 
Special Events and was also awarded in 2011 with the office’s “Lifetime Achievement Award” 
for all the hard work and dedication shown through the years. 
 
Kathy Sherrard, a retired educator from the Florida School System, is very active with 
Appalachian Bear Rescue.  As a volunteer for six years at the Vince Shute Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Minnesota for The American Bear Association, she had the opportunity to learn about black 
bears by observing their behavior.  In 2005, she became a volunteer for Appalachian Bear 
Rescue in Tennessee and two years later, she and another volunteer educator created a 
children's activity book about bears.  Kathy has presented a variety of programs in Minnesota, 
North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, and annually at Wilderness Wildlife Week in Pigeon 
Forge, TN.  In addition to these activities, she is a VIP for Great Smoky Mountains National Park, 
providing education to park visitors.     
 
Marty Silver has been a Park Ranger and Naturalist for Tennessee State Parks for more than 34 
years. 
 
Rob Simbeck has written for Birder's World, Wildbird, Field & Stream, Ducks Unlimited, The Old 
Farmer's Almanac and conservation/wildlife magazines in 20 states. His work has also appeared 
in The Washington Post, Rolling Stone, Country Weekly, Guideposts and many others. As author, 
ghostwriter, or editor of 18 books, he has earned three national and two international awards 
for his writing.  Rob has spoken at writers' conferences, at colleges and universities, and before 
civic and professional groups nationwide, and has dozens of network and local TV appearances 
to his credit.   
Website: www.robsimbeck.com 
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Tim Simek has been playing both the mountain dulcimer and hammer dulcimer for 29 years 
playing a wide variety of traditional/contemporary music. He is a two time national champion, 
winning the national title for the mountain dulcimer in 1993 and the hammer dulcimer in 2011. 
Tim currently makes his living as a full-time musician, performer, recording artist and offers 
private lessons and workshops to those interested in taking up the art of music. Tim has 
produced several instrumental CDs and a series of instructional video DVD lessons featuring the 
mountain and hammer dulcimer. To receive a full catalog via e-mail, contact:  
timsimek823@gmail.com or call (865)223-7648, (865)337-2279  
 
Charles A. Smith, Commander, TVA Police, retired chose to play the bagpipes to comfort 
others when he stood as an honor guard at the graveside for one of his officers and heard the 
playing of “Amazing Grace.”  His ancestors are Scots, Irish, English, and American Indian.  Com. 
Smith is married to Ersa Rhea Noland, daughter of former Sevier County Sheriff Ray 
Noland.  They have a daughter, Monya, and three sons, Robin, Chris, and Chad.   
 
Ersa Rhea Noland Smith is the author of Flyin’ Bullets and the Resplendent Badge, a book that 
depicts the life her father, former Sevier County Sheriff Ray C. Noland.  She was born in Pigeon 
Forge in a farm house belonging to her grandparents. As a child she lived with her family at the 
county jail where her father worked. The book is compiled from memories, old newspaper 
articles and scrapbooks along with numerous interviews. 
 
Linda Smith is self-taught on the lap-dulcimer.  She has been playing for 9 years.  She is a 
member of the Knoxville Area Dulcimer Club, and she plays and performs with Highstrung and 
T.N.T. Their first CD, Starting Off with a Bang!, came out in Fall 2007 and their new CD, TNT-
Having a Blast came out in April 2009.  
Website:  www.tntdulcimers.com  E-mail:  actin4450@mypacks.net   
 
Smoky Mountain Historical Society is a private, non-profit organization of volunteers whose 
mission is to perpetuate the cultural and genealogical studies and histories of the Tennessee 
counties of Blount, Cocke and Sevier; and to promote a sense of pride through the heritage and 
connections associated with the Great Smoky Mountains. 
 

Mark and Janet Snyder are retired Ohio school educators.  On the evening of the last day of 
Mark’s employment, they left Ohio to make residence in Townsend, TN.  Both Mark and Janet 
are members of Cades Cove Preservation Association, with Mark serving on the organization’s 
board.  The Snyders are also members and serve the board of the Little Rive Railroad and 
Lumber Museum.  In their spare time, Mark and Janet maintain a section of the Appalachian 
Trail north of Newfound Gap.  Their love for the A.T. is evident in that Janet’s personal quest is 
to hike the entire A.T.  Both Mark and Janet have section hiked the Appalachian Trail and are 
now just shy of reaching Maine.  The husband and wife tandem have also hiked the majority of 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park trails.  They really enjoy off-trail hiking and searching for 
signs of pre-park history. 
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Marti Smith has been a resident of Sevier County for twenty years. She is originally from 
Cincinnati, Ohio.   Since coming to the mountains she has become an avid wildflower observer 
and hiked all of the trails in the National Park.  Hiking, biking and race walking are her favorite 
hobbies. Now that the "900 Miler Club" goal has been completed, she enjoys helping others 
finish that goal, and leading a hike for the Pigeon Forge’s annual Wilderness Wildlife Week. 
 
J.L. Stepp is a native East Tennessean who lives in Knoxville, Tennessee. Stepp owns and 
operates S & S Communications, established in 1990, which publishes a monthly outdoor 
magazine called Tennessee Fishing & Hunting Guide. The magazine covers fishing and hunting 
topics in Tennessee and is distributed in print form to advertisers at the first of every month. 
The magazine can also be downloaded from the web by going to www.tnfhg.com. J.L., a 
graduate of The University of Tennessee, also markets UT Vols sports related products such as 
football and basketball schedules, limited edition prints, and licensed sports collectibles. A 
graduate of The University of Tennessee, Stepp’s background includes over 45 years in sales, 
marketing, management, and publications. He enjoys a wide variety of outdoor sports, 
including golf, fishing, and hiking. The Afternoon Hiker (2014), jointly written with his wife Lin 
and chronicling 110 hikes in the Smokies with descriptions and photos, is his first published 
book. 
 
Dr. Lin Stepp is a native Tennessean, a businesswoman, and an educator. She is an adjunct 
faculty at Tusculum College where she teaches research and at King University where she 
teaches a variety of psychology and counseling courses. Her business background includes over 
25 years in marketing, sales, production art, and regional publishing. She has editorial and 
writing experience in regional magazines and in the academic field. Down by the River is the 
sixth novel by Stepp set in the Smoky Mountains in East Tennessee. Stepp has five published 
works, each set in different locations around the Smoky Mountains. Her next Smokies novels, 
including Down by the River, Makin’ Miracles, and Saving Laurel Springs will be released by 
Kensington Publishing in 2014 and 2015 – as well as a short novel I Can Hear The Wind Sing to 
be included in a 2014 Christmas anthology, featuring Fern Michaels and titled Mistletoe Magic. 
Previous titles include: Second Hand Rose (2013), Delia’s Place (2012), For Six Good Reasons 
(2011), Tell Me About Orchard Hollow (2010), and The Foster Girls (2009).  Stepp and her 
husband have published a Smokies hiking guide titled The Afternoon Hiker (2014).  
 
Andy Stinnett plays mandolin and performs at several local bluegrass venues and is part of the 
music ministry at Victory Baptist Church in Sevierville. 
 
Dorothy Gregory Sutton was born in Cades Cove to Howard and Ora Lane Gregory.   The Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park purchased their home in Cades Cove early in 1939.  The 
Gregory family moved to Maryville, then onto a farm in Greenback, Tennessee.  One of 
Dorothy's teachers was Inez Burns, who instilled the love for family history.  Dorothy graduated 
from Lanier High School and East Tennessee Baptist School of Nursing.  She attended University 
of Tennessee, Carson Newman, and Maryville College to complete her education. She was 
employed by the State of Tennessee as a Public Health Nurse and The Tennessee Licensed 
Division to audit any licensed facility for compliance of Federal Regulation.  She is a board 
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member of Cades Cove Preservation Association, past board member of the Blount County 
Historical Museum, member of the Blount County Genealogical and Historical Society, member 
of Smoky Mountain Historical Society, and past member of Daughters of the Confederacy.  
 

Joe Taft is a Retired Senior Naturalist having worked at Bays Mountain Park in Kingsport for 
more than 25 years.  He is also a retired USAF navigator.  This will be Joe’s 20th year as a 
presenter at Wilderness Wildlife Week.  In addition to his work at Bays Mountain Park, he has 
presented programs at Calloway Gardens in Georgia, Roan Mountain State Park, Warriors Path 
State Park and a variety of civic clubs.  Joe enjoys wildflowers, photography and hiking. He and 
his wife, Barbara, live near Kingsport, TN.   
E-mail:  jhtaft@charter.net   
 
Don Taylor is a member of the Southern Highlands Craft Guild.  Carving is a hobby which he 
demonstrates at various events.  He specializes in birds of prey and songbirds.  Don teaches a 
carving class at the Sevierville Senior Center. 
 
Pat K. Thomas is one of the artist/owners of the historic Cliff Dwellers Gallery in Gatlinburg, TN.  
Pat teaches classes and leads workshops at Arrowmont School of Arts & Crafts in Gatlinburg, 
TN, the John C. Campbell Folk School in Brasstown, NC, as well as regional history, art and event 
centers.  Her specialties include book arts and surface design on fabric.   
Websites: www.facebook.com/seenmymarbles? and www.seenmymarbles.com.  
 
Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness Planning is a state-wide environmental advocacy 
organization with a particular interest in the Great Smoky Mountains and the Cumberland 
Mountains.  We empower citizens with scientific analyses of programs and projects that might 
affect the natural lands and waters of the GSM National Park and Cherokee National Forest, as 
well as the Big South Fork National River and Recreation Area and Obed Wild and Scenic River.  
We will be distributing our acclaimed bi-monthly TCWP Newsletter that provide a concise 
summary of current conservation and environmental in the state.   
Website: www.tcwp.org. 
 
TNT, composed of Ginny Cliett, Linda Smith and Deby Libby, began playing mountain dulcimers 
together in October 2006.  Since that time they have produced four CDs, 19 tablature packages 
(multi-part arrangements), three tab collections on CD, and a new series of teaching materials 
called – Jammin’ with TNT.  The Jammin’ package includes an instructional book, and three 
packages of jam cards with 24 tunes in each set (purchased separately).  TNT presents a varied 
repertoire and enjoys “team teaching” and performing at festivals and dulcimer events.   
Website: www.tntdulcimers.com  
 

Sue Todd lives in Taylorsville, Kentucky; however, she is originally from Fort Ritner, Indiana. She 
grew up playing Cowboys & Indians with the other kids in town and has always been interested 
in the Native Americans since childhood.  Sue began making Dreamcatchers back in the early 
'90s when she belonged to a Craft Co-op.  As a wife, she is a mother of six children and a 
grandmother of seven.  Sue is a member of the Mt. Washington United Methodist Church, DAR 
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and her local Homemakers Club.  Sue is also a Cosmetologist, and she works two days a week at 
the local nursing home fixing hair. 
 
Roger Trentham is an eighth generation native of the Smoky Mountains and tries to show his 
appreciation of the beauty of the Smokies through his photography. Starting as a child, Roger 
has hiked many trails and waded many streams in the Smokies first fishing and later chasing 
photos. Roger considers himself very fortunate to have lived most of his life within a mile of the 
park and enjoys sharing his wilderness knowledge, love of photography and experience with 
others. 
 
Fred Turner is a native of East Tennessee and long time fly fishermen in the trout waters of the 
region. He is the owner Saint Clair Mapping (www.smokystreams.com). Turner has developed 
an extensive line of high resolution, digital maps of the streams and trails of Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park as well as a growing number of other trout fishing waters in the 
region.  Highly versatile and applicable to mobile devices, Turner’s Smoky Streams maps not 
only provide key access information, but are also coded to indicate what species of trout is 
available in each stream 
 
Rick Turner has been a VIP (Volunteer In Park) since 2004 working at the Sugarlands Visitor 
Center where he enjoys meeting, greeting and directing visitors to Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park.  Rick enjoys learning about, and explaining, the rich history of the land that forms 
GSMNP and what led up to the formation of the Park.  From 2005 to 2012, Rick served as 
president of the Little River Railroad and Lumber Company Museum in Townsend, Tennessee 
which led to his developing programs about logging and railroads in what is now GSMNP.   Prior 
to his volunteer work in GSMNP, Rick enjoyed a career as a software developer and is retired 
from the U.S. Navy. 
 
LaDonna Twyman began making jewelry in her Pigeon Forge shop, Jim Gray Gallery, four years 
ago.  She has always loved jewelry so it was only natural for her to begin making it for others to 
enjoy.  LaDonna has resided in Cosby, Tennessee, for 10 years and refers to the Cosby Creek 
area as her home.  Originally from Memphis, Tennessee, she has always dreamed of living in 
the mountains making jewelry, a dream which has turned true.  
 
Bill Van Horn retired from the US Army and moved to Franklin, NC in 2002.  He is a past 
president of the Nantahala Hiking Club, an AT maintaining club.  He is an active volunteer with 
the Appalachian Trail Conservancy (ATC).  He currently is the chairman of the Southern Regional 
Partnership Committee and a member of the ATC’s Stewardship Council.  He is actively involved 
with the ATC’s Community Designation Program and the Trail to Every Classroom Program.  He 
has volunteered as an AT Ridge Runner and with the AT maintaining crews.  He and his wife, 
Sharon, maintain a section of the AT and section hiked the AT (2005-2013).  He is an avid hiker 
and backpacker.  He encourages day hikers to experience the joys and adventure of 
backpacking. 
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Sharon Van Horn was an English/Speech teacher prior to her marriage to a US Army Engineer, 
Bill Van Horn.  Their military life took them to Germany; Fort Bragg, NC; Memphis, TN; Fort 
Sheridan, IL; Fort Belvoir, VA; Carlisle Barracks, PA; the Netherlands; Fort Leavenworth, KS; and 
Fort Leonard Wood, MO.  Retirement took them to Franklin, NC, where they joined the 
Nantahala Hiking Club (NHC) and the Appalachian Trail Conservancy (ATC).  They started hiking 
and then backpacking, completing their 8-year section hike of the AT in 2013.  Sharon continues 
to support the NHC and is co-chair of the ATC’s Trail to Every Classroom Advisory Council.  You 
can usually find her at the local fitness center, hiking, backpacking, or visiting their grandson in 
British Columbia. 
 
Greg Ward is a full-time fishing guide and outdoor writer from Gatlinburg, Tennessee. He is the 
owner of Rocky Top Outfitters, co-author of Ultimate Fly Fishing Guide to the Great Smoky 
Mountains, and is the fly fishing instructor for the University of Tennessee’s Smoky Mountain 
Field School held in Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  Ward is not only an acknowledged 
expert on fly fishing for trout in the streams of the national park, but he is also renowned as 
one of country’s leading experts on fishing for stream smallmouth bass. 
Website: www.rockytopoutifitter.com E-mail: RockyTopOutfit@aol.com    
 
Mary B. Warner has had an interest in doing a variety of arts and crafts since childhood.   She 
has been doing needlepoint as a hobby for about 30 years, and is self-taught from books and 
other printed material.  She has worked on both plastic canvas and traditional canvas using 
mostly my own designs.  Mary especially likes the variations of textures possible by combining 
different needlepoint stitches. 
 
Keith Watson is a native to Sevier County, Tennessee, who more than 35 years of national 
birding experience, including East Tennessee and the Great Smoky Mountains.  He began his 
birding experience as a conservationist and birder in the mid-1970’s in Knoxville, Tennessee, as 
a student at the University of Tennessee.  During his career with the National Park Service and 
US Fish and Wildlife Service, he advanced bird conservation in the Caribbean, Appalachian 
Mountains, Southeast Coastal Plain, and the Piedmont regions of the U.S.  After leaving federal 
service, Keith established the Southern Appalachian Bird Conservancy, a small business to assist 
local and regional conservationists with bird conservation needs.  He has assisted the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park with Peregrine Falcon monitoring, Breeding Bird Surveys, 
Christmas Bird Counts, and special wetland surveys and developed an Avian Conservation 
Implementation Plan for the US Fish and Wildlife Service for the Piedmont Bird Conservation 
Region.  Together with fellow birders, he has documented birds never before reported for 
Sevier County, Tennessee.   
 
Jesse Webster is a native of East Tennessee who grew up on the Nolichucky River in Greene 
County.  He has worked for numerous resource management agencies and believes in an active 
approach to lands management.  Currently, Mr. Webster is a Forester for Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park and coordinates the Hemlock Woolly Adelgid program for GSMNP. 
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Whaley Family Singers are descendants from the Greenbrier area in Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park.  They keep alive the old time traditional songs of their ancestors in song and 
story.  
 
Jerry Whaley is an internationally published writer and photographer from Sevierville, 
Tennessee, who uses state-of-the-art digital and 4x5 large-format field cameras to capture the 
rich diversity of images in the Southern Appalachian region, especially Great Smoky Mountain 
National Park.  Jerry considers the region a unique photographic treasure that he enjoys sharing 
with others through his images.  His work is marketed worldwide by several stock photo 
agencies and has appeared in the Sierra Club Calendars, National Geographic Traveler, Blue 
Ridge Country, Outdoor Photographer, Peterson’s Photographic, Backpacker, Reiman’s Country, 
and many other books, magazines, postcards, calendars and trade publications such as 
American Park Network’s Guide to the Smokies NP, Guide to Acadia NP, Guide to Shenandoah 
NP, and Guide to Alaska’s National Parks.  Jerry’s images can be found locally on several 
postcards and in several books published by GSMA. 
 
Jim W. Wigginton is a retired Refuge Manager for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Dept. of 
the Interior.  He served on 10 National Wildlife Refuges and 20 satellite refuges in the Southeast 
Region of the United States from 1974 – 2008.  Jim was a Project Leader, Deputy Project 
Leader, Assistant Manager and Biologist during his tenure.  His expertise extends to various 
management disciplines:  Waterfowl, Endangered Species, Prescribed Burning, Wildfire 
Suppression, Croplands, Grasslands, Forests, Moist Soils, Wilderness, Large Mammal/Small 
Mammal, Public Use, Environmental Education and Law Enforcement.  The various refuges 
offered a myriad of experience in habitat types:  Coastal/Inland Wetlands, Barrier Islands, 
Bottomland Hardwoods, Upland Forests and Grasslands.  Jim holds a BS Degree in Psychology 
from the University of Georgia and a MS Degree in Wildlife Biology from Murray State 
University.  After retiring in 2008, Jim and his wife, Bette, returned to the mountains of East 
Tennessee and now reside in Sevierville, Tennessee. 
 
Don Williams is a prize-winning columnist, journalist, short story writer as well as founder and 
Editor Emeritus of New Millennium Writings, an annual anthology of stories, essays and poems. 
His awards include a National Endowment for the Humanities Journalism Fellowship, a Golden 
Presscard Award, the Malcolm Law Journalism Prize and many others. A 2011 inductee into the 
East Tennessee Writers Hall of Fame, he is the author of Tom Davis and the Graveyard Hosts 
(working title) a work-in-progress chronicling the long suppressed history of how a controversial 
physician, a sheriff and a courageous deputy (Davis) rose up to free their community from the 
clutches of a secret order engaged in terror, corrupt courts, midnight whippings and murder on 
a grand scale in the shadows of the Great Smoky Mountains. He is the author of Heroes, 
Sheroes and Zeroes (2005) The Best Writings About People by Don Williams.  
E-mail: DonWilliams7@charter.net 
 
Theresa D. Williams is a seventh-generation Sevier County native, descending from the Ogle 
family of Gatlinburg.  She has 40 years of genealogy experience and serves as manager of the 
History/Genealogy Department of the Sevier County Public Library System.  Theresa is involved 
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in numerous organizations including her time as a member and past president of the American 
Legion, Unit 202, Gatlinburg; charter member of the Disabled American Veterans, Auxiliary 94, 
Sevierville; member and past regent, and present chaplain of the Spencer Clack Chapter, 
Daughters of the American Revolution; charter member and past regent, and present treasurer 
of the John Ogle Chapter, Colonial Dames; charter member of the Thomas Ogle Chapter, 
Daughters of 1812; member and regent of the East Tennessee Division, National Society Magna 
Charta Dames and Barons; member of the International Society of the Decedents of 
Charlemagne; member of the First Families of Tennessee; and charter member and president of 
the Lucinda Heatherly Tent No. 3, Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War.   
 
Wings of America is an up-close look at America’s magnificent Birds of Prey.  This educational 
program features non-releasable birds including eagles, hawks, owls, falcons and vultures, 
some in amazing free flight.  The program is a dramatic and effective way to learn about 
wildlife, environmental and ecological concerns. 
 
Todd P. Witcher is the Executive Director of Discover Life in America (DLIA).  DLIA is the non-
profit coordinating the All Taxa Biodiversity Inventory (ATBI) in Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park.  Before becoming the ED at DLIA he worked as an educator for Ijams Nature 
Center in Knoxville, Tennessee for 16 years.  Todd has an undergraduate degree from the 
University of Tennessee in Biology (1987), a Masters in Business from Lincoln Memorial 
University (1991), and a Masters in Education from the University of Tennessee (1997).  Todd is 
an eighth generation Tennessean having grown up in the small town of Red Boiling Springs, 
Tennessee where the Witcher family has lived since the late 1700’s.  In his spare time Todd 
enjoys hiking, traveling, gardening and restoring old houses. 
 
Robin Peeler Wooten is the East TN Park Area Manager with TN State Parks.  Wooten has been 
with TN State Parks for nearly 18 years and has worked in the roles of Park Naturalist, Park 
Interpretive Specialist, Park Ranger, Park Manager, Natural Areas Program Manager & now East 
TN Park Area Manager.  She has worked at the following state parks: Montgomery Bell, Radnor 
Lake, Pickett, Cordell Hull Birthplace, & Sgt. Alvin C. York.  Wooten is a graduate of Virginia Tech 
in Forestry & Wildlife and is passionate about wildflowers and generally all things with leaves 
and petals and stems. 
 
Joel and Kathy Zachry are the owners and guides for Great Outdoors! Adventure Travel and 
completed the 2,175 miles of the Appalachian Trail in 2005.  They have been instructors for the 
University of Tennessee/National Park Service Smoky Mountain Field School since the early 
1980s and are the current directors of the award-winning program in its 36th season. 
Website: www.gowithgoat.com    E-mail: joel@gowithgoat.com  
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