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BEST CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING 
AHSAE IN THE ATLANTA DOGWOOD FESTIVAL  

APRIL 10 – 12, 2015 
 

1. Overview Information:  
a. Introduction and background of main event 
The Youth Art Exhibit was a staple of the Piedmont Park Arts Festival in the 
seventies and eighties.  Recently renamed the AHSAE (Atlanta High School Art 
Exhibition), this exhibition, hosted by the Atlanta Dogwood Festival in Piedmont 
Park for over a decade, affords accessibility and visibility for the high school art to 
as many as 300,000 visitors each season.  Since 2009 the AHSAE has been staged in 
the Piedmont Park Conservancy Community Center, an indoor space that surrounds 
the work with a formal atmosphere in contrast to the casual outdoor festival 
venue.  Since 1972 the program has reached well over 35,000 students and 500 
teachers in fourteen regional Atlanta counties. 
 
The awards program for student winners began under Cheryl Myrbo’s direction in 
1999.   In 2015 nearly $40,000 worth of opportunities were sponsored by The Art 
Institute of Atlanta, SCAD Atlanta and Savannah, Watkins College of Art & Design, 
Film (Nashville, TN), Red Wall Studio and Clayworks, the High Museum, Roswell 
Visual Arts Center, the Center for Puppetry Arts, Oglethorpe University Museum of 
Art, Buckets of Color, Chastain Arts Center, Callanwolde Fine Arts Center, 
Colorwheel Studios and the Spruill Center for the Arts.  All chose to participate in 
the high school exhibition by donating tuition scholarships, spaces in classes, 
workshop opportunities and internships.  Returning to the sponsor list in 2015 is 
the well-established fine arts center Callanwolde, donating a class to a deserving 
winner.  The value to the students is more than receiving a plaque or certificate, but 
an actual educational experience and training.  Art supply stores donating supplies 
for the classes were Binders, Sam Flax and Dick Blick; TOCO Hills Picture Framing 
has framed the Best of Show since 2000 and Framing by 2 Veterans framed the 2nd 
place winner again this year.  Dick Blick's Robert Stone stepped up to the plate and 
not only donated gift cards for art supplies but framed the third place 
winner.   Speedpro Imaging currently donates all the festival signage.  The AHSAE 
logo contest in 2011 reaped dozens of entries from high school artists around the 
region, resulting in the current logo created by Abigail Kim, a 2011 high school 
junior from Gwinnett County.  The AHSAE continues to encourage experimentation 
and innovation. 
 
b. Description and purpose / objective of Children’s Program 
AHSAE encourages young artists to reinvent, take risks, and reach outside the box 
with their art.  AHSAE is an exhibition of artworks representing creativity and 
ingenuity within a broad cross-section of high school programs and facilities 
throughout the Atlanta region including both public and private 
institutions.  Instructors are encouraged to submit unique, non-traditional as well as 
traditional work by their students.  Students may submit on their own if the school 
does not have an art program, the instructor chooses not to participate, or if they 
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are home-schooled.  In general artists are encouraged to keep in mind the high 
traffic volume of the Atlanta Dogwood Festival and the number and quality of the 
AHSAE submissions and awards.    
 
Every year the AHSAE receives an assortment of submissions directly to the 
director's home from new participants who are generally, but not always, aided by 
the artist's parents.  Often these pieces have not been given the attention the 
artist/parent felt they deserve by the art teacher, or the teacher is too busy to take 
the extra time to submit their students' work. In individual cases the director 
naturally makes a connection with the artist or parent, and although all are 
disappointed if the piece is not judged in, the subsequent dialogue is invaluable for 
the development of the artist.  The student gains awareness about the number of 
high quality submissions to this competition, what he/she is up against, and what 
they must do to “up their game” as a result.  Often rejection, however painful, is 
exactly what the artist needs to spur them on to better work; sometimes the piece 
just requires a more thorough follow-through or presentation.  
 
Artworks are judged as work produced by high school students and not as 
professional art in general.  There is no theme, making submissions of standard 
curriculum work possible.  Work is judged on the criteria of originality, creativity 
and good craftsmanship.  Judges each year are active artists who are familiar with 
high school level artwork and represent photography, sculpting (3D) and painting. 
 
c. Target Audience / main target age group 
 
High school aged artists:  freshman, sophomores, juniors and seniors, are invited to 
submit work.  Using Facebook, Dogwood media outreach social media sites, periodic 
festival newsletters, live television coverage, and the internet website(s):  the school 
system art teachers and ultimately high school student/parent contacts in the 14 
county area around Atlanta are kept in the loop.  The ahsae.info site posts a 
permanent link to add names to the mailing list.  This list is updated throughout the 
summer as well as through the year.  A November "save-the-date" alerts the email 
list and facebook group to the upcoming Call for Art and AHSAE submission 
dates.  Annual forms are available to any interested participants on the ahsae.info 
website by the first of January; facebook alerts post the link to the submission 
process weekly beginning in January up to the final deadline in February.  For the 
last few years Atlanta winter weather has necessitated moving back the submission 
or delivery dates to make it possible for all interested participants to submit 
work.  In 2015 the deadline for delivery was extended four days.  Submissions can 
now be easily uploaded to Dropbox instead of relying on the US mail, but all 
instructors or participants who are affected by the weather are welcomed.  We were 
able to judge all interested artists in 2015. 
 
d. Attendance / number of participants 
♣ 110 schools and 325 instructors invited to participate; 
♣ 152  artists and 89 teachers participated in this year's exhibit; 
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♣ 27 promoting sponsors; 
♣ Public attendance approximately 75,000 over three day festival; additional 
crowds at pre-festival event; 
♣ 45 participants in Art Throwdown competition at the AHSAE on the festival 
grounds; three new schools sent artists; several home-schoolers also competed. 
 
e. Activities /entertainment provided 
In addition to the artists’ display in the festival, 22 artists were singled out for 
exemplary work.  These artists gain visibility in the weeks prior to the Atlanta 
Dogwood Festival at the AiA (Art Institute of Atlanta) campus with a professional 35 
piece (the additional pieces hand-picked by the judge representing the AiA of 
Atlanta) pre-festival exhibition in the Janet S. Day Gallery.  This gallery is on the 
entrance level and surrounds the check-in desk to the campus.   
 
Awards consist of internships, professional critiques, workshops, summer studios, 
summer seminars and classes on respective campuses and art centers, 
supplementing the artists’ educational and technical skills.  Most often these options 
function at a level above the high school curriculum level. 
 
The Art Throwdown competitions that occur on the festival grounds are the 
culmination of practice and training throughout the fall and winter in the classroom, 
i.e., live-model timed sketches.  Several new schools participated this year in the Art 
Throwdown events.  On the 2015 festival site on Sunday nine high schools sent 
teams to participate in the Art Throwdown, a competition among Atlanta area high 
schools.  Since the festival happened during spring break again this year, many of 
the traditional Art Throwdown participants bowed out in the fall, saying none of 
their artists would come during their break, but we were pleasantly surprised by 
many private school, home-schoolers, and individual artists coming on their own to 
compete.  (There were a few participants from the schools who declined as well, 
surprising the teachers.)  The event was focused on more competitions this year, 
and partnered with MODA (Museum of Art and Design), next door to the AHSAE 
festival site.  MODA added a new twist to the scrimmage, a Chair Design 
Challenge.  Participants from several schools -- signed up ahead of time -- created 
designs and storyboards based on a theme handed them when the competition 
began, and had to not only present their final chair (made out of various supplies on 
site including clay, tape, cardboard and dry color) to the judges but a storyboard of 
how their chair functions given the assigned scenario.  (i.e., your mission is to create 
a chair for an active twenty-something professional who prefers no arms but needs 
a rigid back; the chair must roll and have brakes for ramp use.) 
 
In this competitive environment artists find themselves pushed to perform and, 
consequently, improve their techniques.   The AHSAE also added two new 
challenges:  face-to-face and adult/teacher live model drawing.  The face-to-face was 
a fast-paced timed elimination challenge where artists drew their facing artist.  This 
event left five amazing artists.  The adult challenge forced teachers to bring out their 
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(sometimes rusty) skills for their own students to see.  A few told us they should 
have brushed up beforehand. 
 
AHSAE hired a model from AiA previously employed for the 2014 Art Throwdown, a 
woman with amazing balancing skills.  Following the judges' decision (The Buckets 
of Color owner and a High Museum representative acted as judges.) the awards 
were presented to the throwdown winners and the last few unawarded AHSAE 
winners.  (We allow the AHSAE winners to attend either award event to receive 
their award.)   
 
Another aspect of the Art Throwdown is the involvement of Community Coaches for 
each competing school.  The coaches -- professional artists -- work with the students 
in the weeks before the scrimmage to help prepare students, along with the art 
instructors, for the competition.  Sports and competition terminology help to bring a 
crowd, placing the Art Throwdown on a level with other sports; using these terms 
seems to gain respect from a new audience, prompting cheering and applause.  
 
Originators of the Art Throwdown, John Brandhorst and Jeff Mather, made a trip to 
San Diego, California last spring to present the Art Throwdown competition concept 
to the attendees of the NAEA Convention, and were met with interest and 
excitement by art instructors from around the country.  AHSAE is proud to be 
affiliated with this project. 
 
f. Local School involvement 
The Art Institute of Atlanta, Dunwoody campus, hosted the main AHSAE award 
event.  Awards were handed out in the gallery, including an AiA Summer Studio -- a 
week-long artist residency program for juniors from all over the country -- to the 
2nd place AHSAE winner.  To this award was added a $1500 tuition 
scholarship.  The exhibit of award winners as well as 35 additional hand-picked 
pieces from the AHSAE remained on display on campus for a month before the 
festival. 
 
The Art Throwdown competitions on the festival grounds are the culmination of 
practice and training throughout the fall and winter in the classroom.  A dozen local 
high schools participate regularly in throwdown events throughout the year.  In the 
festival, artists and instructors compete in the throwdown and tour the AHSAE 
exhibition next door.  Many of the AHSAE exhibitors compete in the Throwdown 
challenges. 
 
g. Tie-in of program to main event 
Supporting students and arts programming is an important mission of the Atlanta 
Dogwood Festival.  Many arts educators consider the AHSAE to be the most 
prestigious competition for high school artists in the area, due to the educational 
opportunities offered by awarding institutions as well as the exposure of the Atlanta 
Dogwood Festival.  For the past few years the ADF media staffer has utilized the 
presence of the high school artists in live broadcasts both before and during the 
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festival.  The Dogwood brochure, map, email blasts and website proudly exhibit the 
AHSAE as an integral element in their project. 
 
One of the ADF sponsors, MODA, partnered with the AHSAE in staging a Throwdown 
challenge.  
 
The AHSAE coordinator works closely with the ADF Volunteer Coordinator.  By 
utilizing this option the AHSAE volunteers can meet at the festival booth for all the 
information they need to fulfill their two hour shift(s).  Wearing festival shirts 
received at check-in, they work various exhibit positions including the door, the 
floor and the information desk. 
 
The exhibition space, the PPC Community Center, has been rented for the last seven 
years for the AHSAE by the festival, staging this year's 152 pieces inside a beautiful, 
formal, secure space. 
 
h. Overall revenue and expense budget of specific program / event 
Management Fee    $8,000.00 
Site Rental Fee         $2,500.00  
Supplies                     $1,000.00 
Jury Fees                    $   450.00 
Total Expenses      $11,450.00 
 
The AHSAE expenses are covered by ADF operations with support by a grant from 
the Georgia Council for the Arts and sponsorship income. 
 
i. Description of sponsor / charity / volunteer / school / other group 
involvement with event / program and benefits to each (if applicable) 
 
♣     Each sponsor is given a logo-link and recognition on the ahsae.info website, 
thanks/recognition and logo in the brochure, and mentions in posts to the facebook 
page.  
 
♣     Classes and week-long art seminars were donated to the top winners.  The two 
sponsors of the seminars – SCAD and AiA -- provided a week of on-campus room, 
board, and a full-time class schedule to winners.   
 
♣     AiA Atlanta displayed the 2015 AHSAE Award Winners and 35 more hand-
picked pieces in their ground floor exhibit space, the Janet S. Day Gallery, for 4 
weeks. 
 
♣     The school assembly educational presenter from the Center for Puppetry arts, 
Jeff Domke, visited Norcross High School, the Best Art Department of 2015.  Schools 
are chosen on the basis of criteria below and cannot have been chosen before: 
     _quality of submissions (labelling, presentation, complete roster form); 
     _participation, (timely drop-off and pick-up of work); 
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     _group effort (all teachers in department); 
     % accepted into AHSAE; 
     % awarded by AHSAE.    
 
♣     The Contemporary, an Atlanta based arts museum, donated a year membership 
to every displaying artist in 2015 and offered a guided tour with each first visit. 
 
♣     Art supply stores Dick Blick/Utrecht ($350 gift cards, $150 framing for 2nd 
place work), Binders ($500, gift cards and Throwdown paper), and Sam Flax ($125) 
donated $975 in supply funds to artists to purchase supplies for their awarded 
workshops, classes, etc.  The Atlanta Dogwood Festival honored our three Peoples’ 
Choice artists with $500, since the weekend vote was too close to honor just one. 
 
♣     On Friday the week before the festival the CBS media partner requested a live 
Art Throwdown for television.  East Coweta High School and SKA Academy of Art 
and Design sent artists who sketched a live model for the cameras in the station.  A 
second bit was requested and taped for the next Monday for the affiliate station. 
j. Duration of program (start to finish) and years program has been part of event 
Although calls to sponsors starts in October, the AHSAE officially begins with a Save 
the Date reminder in late December to an email list of over 350 Atlanta regional art 
instructors.  The AHSAE Call for Art is out to teachers, posted on facebook and on 
the website by January 1, and art images are due by the third week of February; 
mini-exhibits (19 award winners and additional hand picked pieces) display 
throughout March, and the main exhibition is held inside the Community Center at 
the Atlanta Dogwood Festival.  The festival is mid-April and follow through with 
getting the work back to the teachers and artists ends in early May.   
 
The AHSAE has been a part of the ADF since 2003. 
 
k. What makes the program unique and creative? 
In addition to the visibility afforded the AHSAE artists in the well-attended Atlanta 
Dogwood Festival (upwards of 300,000 over the course of the weekend), displaying 
artists are awarded with chances to improve their techniques.  Blessed with scores 
of arts centers and schools, Atlanta has much to offer artists and the AHSAE helps 
these young artists make the necessary connections.  Instead of awarding 
certificates or money (although art supply store gift cards are awarded many 
winners, helping them purchase the supplies needed for the award itself) the 
opportunity to learn and experience what Atlanta offers is long lasting and valuable 
to an artist's future career. 
 
The Art Throwdown associated with the AHSAE in the park brings art-making into 
the sports arena:  encouraging practice with technique, competitive school teams, 
competing individuals, and a cheering audience.  And it gives festival goers a lively 
creative event to watch. 
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l. Overall effectiveness / success of program 
By the deadline we had 770 submissions from 67 schools and 14 counties: ample 
work to choose a great show. The most, strongest submissions ever received made 
the work of the judges even tougher this year.  152 high school artists from around 
the Atlanta region exhibited in the indoor exhibition space in the Atlanta Dogwood 
Festival.  19 award winners received event tickets, museum and art center 
memberships, one-on-one workshop opportunities with various arts instructors 
and business owners, and funding for art supplies from four supply stores (Blick, 
Binders, Utrecht, Flax) amounting to $975.  In addition, the Atlanta Dogwood 
Festival provided $500 for three winners of the People’s Choice award.  These 
winners were chosen by the public over the course of the festival weekend and 
announced following the Art Throwdown event Sunday afternoon. 
 
Attendees, many returning year after year, experience a much broader array of art 
than the established festival market -- created by young emerging artists.  High 
school artists are fearless, creating from the heart (and soul) instead of creating 
what sells.  The art is unique, finely tuned, and may be the best the artist has ever 
done before.  The work would not be chosen otherwise.    
 
Being chosen gives young artists confidence to focus on art as a career. 
  
• What did you do to update / change this program from the year before? 
Were your updates / changes successful? Please provide measurable results / 
examples. 
The Contemporary, an Atlanta based art museum, donated a year membership to 
every displaying artist in 2015 and offered a guided tour with each first visit. 
Realizing the ADF office was going up for sale, we conducted a search for a safe 
space to store the art before festival. One of the 2014 judges, Steven Steinman of The 
ArtZone (http://www.stevesteinmanfineart.com/where-to-find-me/), offered his 
large warehouse space for 2015 AHSAE submissions and storage.  This safe and 
secure space is central to more Atlanta schools, off the main highways, and has 
ample parking.  No work was lost, defaced or damaged this year.  His offer has been 
extended for 2016.   
 
Dropbox became the main process for 2015 submissions.  A dozen teachers thanked 
us for familiarizing them with this effective simple submission method that can be 
conducted without leaving their desks.  By the deadline we had 770 submissions: 
ample work to choose a great show. This is the most submissions ever received and 
made the work of the judges even tougher this year.  
 
The Atlanta Dogwood Festival itself contributed $500 for the "People's Choice 
Award" this year.  The sixth year for this vote in the festival exhibition site engaged 
visitors and encouraged entire families to look more closely at the work.  This little 
competition keeps visitors in the exhibition longer, and gives every piece a chance to 
be noticed and honored, not just the award winners.  Three non-award winners won 

http://www.stevesteinmanfineart.com/where-to-find-me/
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this year, showing again how art appeal and popularity is in the “eye of the 
beholder,” not necessarily the judges. 
 
The AHSAE facebook page continued posting new information throughout the 
spring, i.e., daily updates about sponsor awards, past artist achievements, photos, 
upcoming date announcements, etc. After the festival parents, artists, artists’ 
friends, and teachers visited the pages, too, to tag the art and link back to their 
schools and students. AHSAE will continue to add on to the page to maintain a flow 
from year to year.   
Both http://www.ahsae.info/ and http://www.artthrowdown.com/  are updated 
continually throughout the season. 
 
The AHSAE/MODA/Dogwood Art Throwdown scrimmage added two new 
events:  Face-to-Face and Chair Design.  Switching out challenges keeps it 
interesting to both artists and visitors. 
 
Working out more precise directions, parking and MARTA instructions – a 
continuing upgrade -- makes the visit to the AHSAE much easier and fun for the 
whole family.  Every email announcement this year was accompanied by standard 
Google map location links in addition to the written addresses for GPS 
users.  Parking is tough in the festival area, often a surprise to visitors from OTP 
(outside the perimeter), but word is getting out.  Fewer and fewer problems arise 
when visitors are trying to visit the space for particular events.  AHSAE tries to 
encourage attendance by the OTP visitors, especially when their son or daughter has 
work in the show and they have never visited the Dogwood Festival 
 
The AHSAE in the 2015 Atlanta Dogwood Festival was better then it has ever 
been.  Promotion by the ADF staff prior to the festival was exemplary, not only 
offering even more visibility for the work, but sending a message to the community 
that the AHSAE alone is worth a visit.  The educational opportunity awards continue 
to get more valuable, and these local, week-long live-on-campus adventures are 
more accessible now to the sophomore and junior winners than are the tuition 
scholarships for the distant future.  With the addition of the Art Throwdown, the 
AHSAE epitomizes what an educational, creative, family art event can be.  
 
• Measurable results: tangible & intangible 
♣     2015:  Dick Blick framed a piece, making the total this year to three 
professionally framed pieces. 
 
♣     2015:  In its 6th year in front of the AHSAE on the festival grounds, the Art 
Throwdown has gained notoriety, receiving interested queries from teachers across 
the country.  In the festival 9 schools competed. 
 
 ♣     Students are able sell their artwork directly to the public during the three day 
festival.  Sales have increased from year to year and have acquired a following from 
local art collectors.  (Artists give 15% back to the AHSAE to help defray costs as well 

http://www.ahsae.info/
http://www.artthrowdown.com/
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as helping them to be comfortable with this standard practice.)  Several students 
have been asked to do commission work.  In 2013 a student was contacted through 
the AHSAE to do a restaurant mural.  The owner has been searching for the right 
artist for his business for several years, and looks forward to working with the 
talented high school student.  Over a dozen pieces sold in 2015. 
 
 ♣     AHSAE has developed a citywide name recognition and destination for 
returning visitors each year.  Numerous visitors made a point to let use know the 
AHSAE did not disappoint them this year and is always the space they do not miss 
when they visit the festival. 
 
♣     The 2012 Best of Show artist scored a show in a 2014 judge’s gallery for the fall 
of 2014.  Barry Duperon's show was a magnificent addition to his now busy 
calendar. 
 
♣     The 2009 Best of Show artist scored a design job working with Coca-Cola.  
 
♣     2015:  People's Choice was a tie between two artists with third place only one 
vote behind.  As a result the Atlanta Dogwood Festival agreed to split the $500 
award three ways.   
 
♣     2015:  A Retrospective of AHSAE Best of Shows was displayed this past summer 
at the OUMA (Oglethorpe University Museum of Art) Center Gallery June 28 - August 
31. Bests by 7 high school artists (1988, 2006, 2009, 2010, 2012, 2013, 
2014) shared walls with the work of Salvadore Dali, Kimo Minton, Joan Miro, Marc 
Chagall, Alexander Calder, Helen Frankenthaler, Larry Rivers, Jim Dine, Adolph 
Gottlieb, John Cage and Carl Sumsion. 
 
♣     In 2013 Oglethorpe Museum of Art constructed a new room from the museum 
store, and the AHSAE exhibit was the introductory show in the space.   
 
♣     Oglethorpe Museum of Art displayed/hosted the student award winners for the 
first time in 2011, among three rooms of Henri Matisse; in 2012 AHSAE winners 
accompanied mandala work by the patients of Carl Jung and in 2013, housed in the 
new, separate room, had exhibits on both sides.   
 
♣     Museum memberships for many participants in the 2014 AHSAE was a great 
idea.  Museums such as the High, William C. Carlos at Emory, MOCA and MODA, arts 
centers ACAC, Spruill and Hudgens sent as many as I requested and more.  Emerging 
artists were able to benefit from these throughout the year. 
 
 ♣    2015:  AHSAE artists proudly worked live on camera in the CBS local television 
studios, together with several representatives of the Dogwood Festival.   
 
 ♣     2015:  AHSAE Artists agreed to remain in the studio in 2015 to produce a tape 
for a program on the affiliate station three days away.  Artists representing two 
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schools, SKA Academy of Art and Design and East Coweta High School, drew a live 
model on camera. 
 
  ♣     Many AHSAE winners, especially Best of Show artists, use the line item on 
resumes for college, enabling them to aim higher and broader in their pursuits.  The 
2012 winner, for one, was awarded more funding as a result of his honor. 
 
♣     The Best of Show winner--2001--works as a full time free lance artist in New 
York City and claims his experience in the AHSAE led directly to his career choice. 
 
♣     The Best of Show winner--2006--received a $20,000 scholarship to the Rhode 
Island School of Design based partially on AHSAE winning piece. 
 
♣     Atlanta values stories about emerging artists, and the AHSAE gives the public 
what they want. Every year AHSAE artists are interviewed for local television 
coverage and print media. In 2013 the pre-festival media attention was extensive, 
with an hour-long in studio Throwdown among three schools on CBS Better 
Mornings in March.  Three two-person teams created work, drawing and creating a 
collage from a still life in the space.  Live bits were filmed during the pre-dawn hour, 
with the cameraman moving through the work.  Competing artists and John 
Brandhorst (Grady HS instructor, responsible for the Throwdown concept) were 
interviewed on camera at the end of the bit.  Another specifically AHSAE bit was 
recorded inside the Sandra S. Day Gallery (AiA campus) a month before the 
festival.  5 award winners talked about their work to the CBS producer.  This edited 
piece played April 12, the Friday before the festival. 
 
♣.         After the 2013 CBS Better Mornings event AHSAE posted photos of the three 
teams with their teachers and the work on the facebook page for a vote.  This 
generated a flurry of interest and accumulated hundreds of votes.  The winning 
team was awarded at the festival along with the Throwdown winners in the park. 
 
♣     SCAD Atlanta began donating a week long Summer Studio to a winner in 2013, a 
highly competitive summer event for high school students from all over the United 
States, and continues to offer this award every year.  In 2015 the winner was the 6th 
place winner, since other winners were rising Seniors, too old for the program. 
 
♣     The Art Institute of Atlanta donated two week-long Summer Seminars in 2013, 
also highly competitive summer events for high school students from all over the 
United States, and an additional $1500 tuition scholarship, and continues to do so 
today.  
 
♣     Watkins in Nashville continues to donate $26,000 in tuition scholarships each 
year. 
 
♣     The Mona Lisa cutout photo opp continues to attract festival visitors to the 
AHSAE location. 



 11 

 
 
• Information provided to participants / volunteers / sponsors / students / 
charities etc. 
 
1. CALL FOR ART:  POSTED ON SITE JANUARY 1; ATTACHED TO EMAIL TO LIST. 
 

WHAT:  The Atlanta High School Art Exhibition (AHSAE) is a tradition established 

by the Arts Festival of Atlanta in the early 1970’s to recognize and encourage the fine 

quality of art created by the area’s high school students.  Drawing entries from high 

school art students from twelve regional Atlanta counties, this competitive juried event 

takes place in this year’s 79th annual Atlanta Dogwood Festival in Piedmont Park. 

AHSAE showcases the best, most creative high school student work being done today.  

Awards in 2015 are worth over $35,000. 

 

WHO:  High School Students:  Freshman, Sophomore, Junior, and Senior.  Home 

schoolers are welcome.  Each teacher may enter up to 8 artworks in any medium 

(painting, drawing, printmaking, mixed media, photography, collage, sculpture, pottery, 

computer graphics, architectural design, etc.) produced by high school students on the 

school site or related to the high school curriculum with one artwork per student. 

 

WHERE:  Exhibition will take place at the Dogwood Festival in Piedmont Park, April 

10 - 12, 2015. 

WHEN:  Final exhibition in Piedmont Park, April 10 – 12.  Submissions posted to 

Dropbox by 5 pm, February 19.  Snail-mailed cds must arrive at Director’s home address 

no later than 5 pm, February 19.   

 

JUDGES: Anastasia Fink, Paul Light Jr., Nicole Jacobs; websites linked from webpage.  

The jury uses a blind process:  judges see the jpg image of the work, the artist’s age and 

details about the work -- without knowing the school or instructor. 

 

IMPORTANT 2015 DATES   

April 10 – 12: 

Atlanta Dogwood Festival  

 

DROPBOX/CD SUBMISSIONS 

February 19, 5 pm. 

CD Received by snail-mail, Director’s home address.  (full address page 3) 

Or 

Images Received in Dropbox:  

Cheryl Myrbo, g.ahsae@gmail.com 

(email for invitation if necessary) 

2014 shared folders still on Dropbox 

 

ART DELIVERY 

Feb. 28, Saturday, 11am – 4pm 
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ArtZone, Steven Steinman Fine Art 

www.stevesteinmanfineart.com 

1178 Zonolite Place NE 

Atlanta, GA   30306 

 

First Award event:  Sunday, March 22 

3 – 5pm, Ai Atlanta 

35 piece AHSAE Traveling Exhibit --  

Art Institute of Atlanta 3/11 – 4/4 

April 12, 4 pm: 

Final award presentation in Piedmont Park, Atlanta Dogwood Festival. (all work 

displayed here)  

 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

 

The 79th Dogwood Festival in Piedmont Park April 10 - 12, 2015  
will feature the Atlanta High School Art Exhibition, AHSAE, inside the PPC 

Community Center.  Drawing entries from high school art students from twelve regional 

Atlanta counties, this competitive, juried exhibition showcases the best student work 

being done today. 

 

MISSION:  Atlanta High School Art Exhibition (AHSAE) encourages young artists to 

reinvent, and take risks with their art.  AHSAE is an exhibition of artworks representing 

creativity and ingenuity within a broad cross-section of high school programs and 

facilities throughout the Atlanta region.  Instructors are encouraged to submit unique, 

non-traditional as well as traditional work by their students.  Artworks are judged as work 

produced by high school students and not as professional art in general.  There is no 

theme.  Work is judged on the criteria of originality, creativity, follow through, and 

good craftsmanship.   

 

ELIGIBILITY:  The competition is open to all high school students, grades nine 

through twelve.  Home schoolers are welcome.  Work must have been created within the 

school year 2014 - 15 either on the school site or related to the school curriculum. No 

actual Governor’s Honors program work please.   Acceptable media:  painting, drawing, 

photography, mixed media, architectural design, printmaking, sculpture, clay, textiles, 

computer graphics and collage.  Please contact project coordinator in advance about 

questionable media, large (over 6 feet) or fragile pieces. 

Teachers may submit up to eight artworks.  Each student may submit one work.  
 

DROPBOX and CD SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS:  We admit this is unwieldy, but 

it organizes the jpgs for the jurying.  You may abbreviate the medium, i.e., AoC, CH, 

OoC, PN, W, O, etc.  

Label jpgs (images) as follows:  

school(hyphen)instructorlastname(hyphen)artistlastname(hyphen)artistyearinschool(hyph

en)AbbreviatedTitle(hyphen)medium(hyphen)heightXwidth.  (Height x width in inches.)  

  

https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&gbv=2&ie=UTF-8&fb=1&gl=us&ftid=0x88f506637759b6d9:0x7d659d782a8e302&q=1178+Zonolite+Pl+NE,+Atlanta,+GA+30306&ei=4v-VVIG9FIKUNqz2g4AD&ved=0CBQQ8gEoADAA&output=classic&dg=brw
https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&gbv=2&ie=UTF-8&fb=1&gl=us&ftid=0x88f506637759b6d9:0x7d659d782a8e302&q=1178+Zonolite+Pl+NE,+Atlanta,+GA+30306&ei=4v-VVIG9FIKUNqz2g4AD&ved=0CBQQ8gEoADAA&output=classic&dg=brw
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For instance:  

 Norcross-Cronon-Artist-Senior-Pandemonium-AoC-36x24.jpg  

 MillCreek-Lasseter-Artist-Junior-Circus-charcoalonpaper-24x38.jpg  

or a 3D piece:  

 NAtlanta-Brandhorst-Artist-Sophomore-Gnome-clay-18x24x12.jpg  

  

Label CD:   

School / Instructor(s), i.e. Berkmar / YurkoBaldreeEtc. 

 

Image files should be less than 2.25 MB. The resolution (pixels per inch) of the file is not 

important; just make sure the images you submit are larger than 1024x768 without 

breaching the 2.25 MB limit.  For 3D work submit front and side images.  

Misrepresented original art (manipulated jpg images) will be rejected.  Feel free to 

submit an additional close-up of detailed work that may be overlooked in a larger image. 

 

CD MAILING ADDRESS**:   
Accompanying the CD with an image sheet is helpful for the judges, but not required.   

 

Mail / drop off cd(s) and please don’t forget the mandatory Artwork Roster* sheet(s) to: 

     

Cheryl Myrbo, Director AHSAE 

2372 Strathmore Drive NE 

Atlanta, GA   30324-4229 

 

**For Dropbox:  request to share folder; I will add your school to account.  Last year’s 

folders remain on account, but are empty.  Include roster as pdf, rtf or jpg. * 

account:  Cheryl Myrbo 

email:  g.ahsae@gmail.com 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF ACCEPTED SUBMISSIONS:  An email announcement of 

accepted work will be sent out ASAP after the judging.   

 

PRESENTATION: FOR DELIVERY February 28:   Back and matt two dimensional 

work; wire substrates--work must be exhibit ready.  No glass:  plexiglass only please.   

Attach artwork label (file on website) to each piece. Encourage artists to accompany the 

work with an artist statement that may be displayed with the art in the AHSAE and/or 

read by the judges. Please let us know if your artwork requires the display of the 

statement. 

 

DELIVERY:  Works chosen for the show should be delivered to the ArtZone on 

Saturday, February 28, Noon to 4 pm.  For alternative delivery times please contact 

Cheryl Myrbo in advance: cell 404.561.2204.   

 

Saturday drop off instructions: ArtZone:   

follow the AHSAE yard signs off Briarcliff/Johnson to 1178 Zonolite.  Volunteers should 

be there to help you unload. 

https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&gbv=2&ie=UTF-8&fb=1&gl=us&ftid=0x88f506637759b6d9:0x7d659d782a8e302&q=1178+Zonolite+Pl+NE,+Atlanta,+GA+30306&ei=4v-VVIG9FIKUNqz2g4AD&ved=0CBQQ8gEoADAA&output=classic&dg=brw
https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&gbv=2&ie=UTF-8&fb=1&gl=us&ftid=0x88f506637759b6d9:0x7d659d782a8e302&q=1178+Zonolite+Pl+NE,+Atlanta,+GA+30306&ei=4v-VVIG9FIKUNqz2g4AD&ved=0CBQQ8gEoADAA&output=classic&dg=brw
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LIABILITY:  The Atlanta Dogwood Festival and AHSAE will take every precaution 

against damage or theft, but will not be responsible for damage or loss--whatever the 

cause--at any of the mini-shows, at the festival, in the storage locations, or in transit.  

Please keep this in mind when deciding which work to submit.  Artists are encouraged to 

carry their own insurance. 

 

AWARDS:  Awarding of the prizes are at the discretion of the judges.  Awards focus on 

supplementing the artist’s training by offering scholarships and opportunities to attend 

workshops and classes throughout Atlanta while in high school.  (2014 awards are listed 

on webpage.)  Award winning artists must attend an award event to receive their award.  

Awards will be presented to the winners at the first Award Event March 22, 3-5pm at 

The Art Institute of Atlanta and the Award Event April 12 in the PPC Community 

Center, Piedmont Park, Atlanta Dogwood Festival.  

 

AHSAEx TRAVELING SHOW:  Award winners will display for one month in the Art 

Institute of Atlanta Janet S. Day Gallery (along with 25 additional hand-picked pieces).  

 

All accepted work will hang in the Atlanta Dogwood Festival in April inside the 

PPC Community Center, just inside the 12th Street entrance to Piedmont Park.   
THROWDOWNx:  A live model sketching competition will be held in the park again 

this spring.  Contact Director for details.  Deadline for participation announced in early 

March. 

 

STORAGE:  Accepted work not exhibited around Atlanta before the festival will be 

stored securely at ArtZone until the Dogwood Festival.   

 

For access to a particular piece for display elsewhere between February 28 and April 7 

contact Cheryl Myrbo.  We will help you locate the piece, but you must provide the 

courier to pick up and return the piece to the Director’s home (or ArtZone) before the 

festival. 

 

SECURITY:  Works accepted into the Dogwood Festival will be secured in ArtZone 

unless displayed throughout Atlanta.  Large 3D pieces and unusually fragile pieces 

must be delivered to the festival location (and award exhibit if appropriate) and 

picked up by the artist.   Work in the festival will be secured overnight inside  PPC 

Community Center.  The Dogwood Festival, AHSAE, and Project Director accept no 

responsibility for work remaining after pick-up dates at the home of the Project Director. 

 

PICK-UP:  After the festival, unsold artwork may be picked up at the Community 

Center in the Dogwood Festival after 7 p.m. on Sunday, April 12.  No work can be 

picked up before this time.  (extenuating circumstances only)  Work picked up Sunday 

night MAY need to be walked out due to lack of parking spaces.  We will be tearing 

down until 8 p.m. or so; let us know if you are on the way.  If we do not hear from you, 

the art will be packed up and taken to the home of the director.  Artwork picked up by the 

student, parent, instructor, friend, etc., must be signed out.   

https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&gbv=2&ie=UTF-8&fb=1&gl=us&ftid=0x88f506637759b6d9:0x7d659d782a8e302&q=1178+Zonolite+Pl+NE,+Atlanta,+GA+30306&ei=4v-VVIG9FIKUNqz2g4AD&ved=0CBQQ8gEoADAA&output=classic&dg=brw
https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&gbv=2&ie=UTF-8&fb=1&gl=us&ftid=0x88f506637759b6d9:0x7d659d782a8e302&q=1178+Zonolite+Pl+NE,+Atlanta,+GA+30306&ei=4v-VVIG9FIKUNqz2g4AD&ved=0CBQQ8gEoADAA&output=classic&dg=brw
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Pick-up days: ONLY PLEASE 

April 13  Monday    10am – 7pm 

April 16  Thursday  10am – 7pm 

April 18  Saturday   10am – 7pm 

April 19  Sunday     10am – 7pm 

 

2372 Strathmore Drive NE 

Atlanta, GA   30324 

 

We look forward to seeing your students’ work! 

 

~Cheryl Myrbo 

  AHSAE Project Director 

  404.561.2204 cell 

  mailto:cherylmyrbo@gmail.com 

  

 

ahsae:  www.ahsae.info 

throwdown:  www.artthrowdown.com 

Dogwood:  www.dogwood.org 

 

 

 
 

 

 

2.  ARTWORK ROSTER FOR INSTRUCTORS/SCHOOLS 

 

AHSAE:  Atlanta High School Art Exhibition Artwork Roster 

For Instructors and Home Schoolers 
Welcome! 

This artwork list must accompany the mailed submission CD, or be included as a 

pdf/jpg in Dropbox.  Thank you again for your participation in this project. --Cheryl 

Myrbo 

instructor name__________________________________________________________ 

school name ____________________________________________________________ 

instructor cell phone # __________________________________________________ 

instructor email address___________________________________________________ 

mailto:cherylmyrbo@gmail.com
http://www.ahsae.info/
http://www.artthrowdown.com/
http://www.dogwood.org/
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Student Name                        Title of Piece                         Medium           Price or NFS 

________________________________________________________________________                       

________________________________________________________________________                       

________________________________________________________________________                       

________________________________________________________________________                       

________________________________________________________________________                       

________________________________________________________________________                       

________________________________________________________________________                       

________________________________________________________________________                       

________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________                       

________________________________________________________________________                       

________________________________________________________________________                       

________________________________________________________________________                       

________________________________________________________________________                       

________________________________________________________________________                       

________________________________________________________________________                       

________________________________________________________________________                       

________________________________________________________________________                       
                      

Instructor/Student:  Can I call on you or your students for help during the festival April 

10 11, 12?________(If so, your email will be added to a group list for volunteer 

requests.)   

 

Do you have a student(s) who would be interested in earning community service hours?  

Have student contact me ASAP, email is best: cherylmyrbo@gmail.com  

 

Assistance Needed:  I need someone to help set-up/hang the exhibit on Thursday, 

April 9; to help with the Art Throwdown/Award event Sunday, April 12, Noon to 4pm, 

supply runs and other assistance for arbitrary periods on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday in 

the Piedmont Park exhibit at the Atlanta Dogwood Festival April 10 - 12, and for tear 

down Sunday night after the festival is over at 7 p.m. Please contact me directly 

(404.561.2204) if you are available.  Thank you in advance! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  ARTWORK LABEL TO ATTACH TO ARTWORK 
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Student’s Name (please print)____________________________________ 

“I accept Security and Liability terms of AHSAE.” 

Signed_______________________________________________________ 

School (or home schoolers)______________________________________ 

Student Mailing address: # and street_____________________________ 

City, Zip code_________________________________________________ 

County of school_______________________________________________ 

Student email _________________________________________________ 

Parent email and/or telephone___________________________________ 

Title of artwork________________________________________________ 

Medium______________________________________________________ 

 

Price* (not for sale = NFS)___________*include 15% for a commission  

        to AHSAE in the total. 

Student Age _____years 

Senior____Junior____Sophomore____Freshman____(mark one) 

 

Art instructor: email address and cell phone # 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 
 

STUDENT: Would you like to volunteer during the festival April 10, 11, 12? 

As a student you can earn community service hours.  Please email 

cherylmyrbo@gmail.com for more information. 
  

NOTE:  Award winners must be present at an award event to win award.  

Two award events are scheduled for 2015 including the Atlanta Dogwood 

Festival. 

STUDENT LOAN FORM AND 

IDENTIFICATION LABEL:  

 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY. 

   

ATTACH TO EACH PIECE. 
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4.  VOLUNTEER/COMMUNITY SERVICE FORM 
 
 

 
 
AHSAE 
Atlanta High School Art Exhibition 
79th Atlanta Dogwood Festival 
 
 
 
______________________________________ volunteered  
 
__________ hours for the Atlanta High School Art Exhibition,  
 
part of the 79th Atlanta Dogwood Festival,  on 
  
___________________. 
 
Thank you! 
Cheryl Myrbo 
Project Director 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
Cheryl Myrbo 
Project Director 
AHSAE 
79th Atlanta Dogwood Festival 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  INFORMATION FOR VOLUNTEERS AT INQUIRY 
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Volunteer Schedule:  AHSAE 2015 
 
Thank you for offering to help out this year!  Please indicate which slot(s) you 
want (name, email, cell#, parent's cell#).  This job requires constant attention 
from you to protect the student art.  You must be at your post throughout your 
volunteer shift.  Request a signature/form if you want community service hour 
credit at the end of your time.  
 
Parking:  Park in the garage next to the Hyatt Atlanta Hotel at Peachtree and 
10th Street,  999 Peachtree Parking.  Volunteers Entrance is located on 
Peachtree Place between Peachtree and Juniper.  A volunteer should be there to 
give you a parking pass.  
 
Check in:  When you enter the festival, find the Dogwood Festival Volunteer 
Booth.  You will be on a list for the AHSAE there.  Before you head to the AHSAE 
gallery you will receive a tshirt, meal discount coupon, and, if you did not receive 
one at the parking deck, a parking lot voucher.   
 
Make sure you are sent to the AHSAE, high school art, inside the 
Community Center.  If you have difficulty doing this, please have coordinator 
give me a call:  404.561.2204.  We are counting on you here, and sometimes the 
booth sends volunteers to the children's area by mistake. 
 
Restrooms:  Private bathrooms are available to volunteers only; NO visitors, 
friends or family are allowed to use the PPC restrooms.  (unless badged, i.e., 
security, officials, festival staff) 
 
We are located just inside the 12th Street entrance to Piedmont Park off 
Piedmont Road inside the PPC Community Center.  AHSAE shares the building 
with Willy's Mexicana Grill, 1071 Piedmont Ave NE.  
 
Gallery Duties, three positions:  •door   •table   •walk-about 
---stand at door and hand out brochures; 
---sit at entrance table for questions, sales, etc.; 
---hand out ballot (one vote per visitor) for People's Choice vote / award Friday 
and Saturday;  
---walk through gallery to pick up trash;  
---alert me about security issues (touching art, etc.); 
---enjoy the perfect weather and the extraordinary show; 
---let me know of any requests, questions, etc.;  
 
 
Thursday: 930am -- show set-up 
1. 
2.  
Shifts:  Friday April 10, after school until 8 pm; festival open until 9 pm 

https://plus.google.com/102705735943769366653/about?gl=us&hl=en
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? - 6pm - gallery duties  
1.   
2. 
3. 
6pm - 8pm - gallery duties 
1. 
2.  
3.  
Saturday April 11, 10 am - 8 pm; festival open until 11 pm 
10am - NOON - gallery duties 
1.   
2.   
3.   
4.  
NOON - 2pm - gallery duties 
1.   
2.   
3.  
2pm - 4pm - gallery duties 
1.   
2.   
3.  
4.  
5.  
6.   
7.   
8.   
4pm - 6pm - gallery duties 
1.   
2.   
3.   
4.   
5.  
6.  
7.  
6pm - 8pm - gallery duties 
1. 
2. 
3. 
 
Sunday April 12, AHSAE and Art Throwdown (competitive live figure 
sketching on lawn)  
10 am - 6 pm, teardown until finished (8 pm?) 
10am - NOON gallery duties, count People's Choice votes for 3 pm award, 
Throwdown model/chair set up 
1.   
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2.   
3. 
NOON - 2pm gallery duties, Throwdown assistance 
1.  
2.  
3.  
4.  
5.  
6.  
7.   
8.   
2pm - 4pm - gallery duties, Throwdown assistance 
1. 
2.   
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
4pm - 6pm (begin tear down) 
1.   
2.  
3. 
4. 
5. 
6pm - ? (Tear down--car can come behind Willy's and park in lot after 6 p.m., 
traffic allowing.  Tell security guard you are here to help AHSAE) 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Printed materials (brochures, handbooks, Recruiting materials, evaluation 
forms, signage, etc.) 
 
1.  AWARD CERTIFICATE SAMPLE (ARTIST WINNERS, BEST ART DEPARTMENT) 
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2.  BROCHURE FRONT 
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2B.  BROCHURE BACK 
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3.  JANET S. DAY GALLERY WALL SIGNAGE 
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4.  FESTIVAL WALL SIGNAGE:  SPONSORS 
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5.  SANDWICH BOARD SIGN:  EVENT AND FESTIVAL DIRECTIONS 
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• Promotional / marketing / media materials 
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1.  FACEBOOK  
 
https://www.facebook.com/AtlantaHighSchoolArtExhibition 
 
2.  WEBSITES 
 
AHSAE:   http://www.ahsae.info/ 
 
ART THROWDOWN:  http://www.artthrowdown.com/ 
 
 
• Merchandise materials (photographs accepted) 
 
1.  ART THROWDOWN T-SHIRTS; SALES HELP COVER THROWDOWN EXPENSES 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Supporting photographs  

https://www.facebook.com/AtlantaHighSchoolArtExhibition
http://www.ahsae.info/
http://www.artthrowdown.com/
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AWARD WINNERS AT Ai ATLANTA EVENT (L); BEST ARTIST WITH PARENTS, 
TEACHER, AHSAE MANAGER, ADF BOARD, AiATLANTA ADMISSIONS STAFF (R) 

       
AHSAE BESTS RETROSPECTIVE, OUMA SUMMER 2015 

             
PEOPLES’ CHOICE AWARD WINNERS 

         
ART THROWDOWN IN THE PARK IN FRONT OF AHSAE AND MODA 
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CBS MORNING SHOW (L); AHSAE ARTISTS AND MANAGER CHERYL MYRBO (R) 

        
SELECTED AHSAE FESTIVAL VOLUNTEERS SATURDAY; SUNDAY 
INSIDE AHSAE (BELOW) 
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ENTRANCE TO  AHSAE: 
PPC COMMUNITY CENTER, PIEDMONT PARK, ATLANTA DOGWOOD FESTIVAL 


