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Introduction and background of main event 
Founded in 1957, the mission of the 500 Festival is to produce life-enriching events and 
programs while celebrating the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 and fostering posi-
tive impact on the city of Indianapolis and state of Indiana. 

Each year hundreds of thousands of people from around the world embrace the month of May 
in Indianapolis. Last year alone, more than 500,000 people attended nearly 50 events and 
programs produced by the 500 Festival. The 500 Festival celebrates the spirit and legacy of 
the largest single-day sporting event in the world, the Indianapolis 500®. Enriching the lives 
of Hoosiers and visitors, 500 Festival events which are mostly free and produced largely by 
volunteers also enhance the image of Indianapolis and Indiana by showcasing the city and 
state’s cultural, educational and social benefits to the world.

Indianapolis is largely defined by the historic Indianapolis 500 and the grand community 
festival that surrounds it. With nearly 50 annual events and programs that impact half a 
million people each year, the 500 Festival fuels the entire magical month of May. With a wide 
variety of programs and events – many of which are free - the 500 Festival makes the month 
of May relevant to all citizens of Indiana. Our mission to enrich lives and positively impact 
our community is wholly inclusive and applies to anyone. 

What started with some forward-thinking civic leaders wanting to incorporate a parade to 
kickoff race weekend in Indianapolis, has evolved over the years leading to new traditions and 
added economic impact, further enhancing the benefits of being home to the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway. While our programs and events promote healthy living and community 
pride, they also have an economic impact on Indianapolis each year. A recent economic 
impact study revealed that each year, 500 Festival events generate $19.7 million in financial 
impact, including $5.5 million of direct spending by out-of-area visitors. With the 500 
Festival producing reoccurring events in Indianapolis since 1957, the overall economic 
benefit to the city since its inception is estimated to be more than $350 million. Based on 
current growth rates, the impact of the 500 Festival is likely to be greater than $210 million 
in this decade (2010-2020) alone. 

In addition to measurements of economic impact in terms of dollars, the 500 Festival in 
2013 created an estimated 215 jobs (15 directly by the organization, 62 from payments to 
vendors and contractors and 138 as a result of visitor spending). Furthermore, the 500 
Festival organization and events generated an estimated $950,000 in additional state and 
local taxes in 2013.

Description and Purpose
There is nothing that represents the state of Indiana culturally quite like the Indianapolis 
500, and our organization is dedicated to enhancing the excitement and pride surrounding 
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this world-famous event. The 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500 Education Program, presented 
by Indiana University Health (Education Program), enables our organization to accomplish 
this mission by engaging with Indiana youth from across the state. Working hand-in-hand 
with Indiana’s educators, we provide students with an engaging curriculum that teaches 
Hoosier fourth graders this spectacular aspect of their culture. What’s more, thanks in part to 
the success of the 500 Festival’s larger events like the OneAmerica 500 Festival Mini-Mara-
thon and IPL 500 Festival Parade, we are able to offer the Education Program to Indiana 
elementary schools at no cost. 

This Education Program is more than a field trip. It is a combination of classroom work based 
on carefully structured curriculum and a Study Trip to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® 
that brings the classroom material to life. The program is packed with information including 
Indiana Academic Standard-based lessons, teacher materials and a DVD. This program is 
specifically designed for fourth graders, since that is the year students study Indiana history. 
The lessons meet academic standards for language arts, health, math, science, social stud-
ies, visual arts, physical education, but the 500 Festival believes the greatest take-away for 
the students is knowledge and pride in their home state’s unique cultural tradition.

The 500 Festival is proud of the Education Program and its lasting impact on the state of 
Indiana. This year the program impacted more than 21,000 young lives in 349 schools in 
nearly every county in Indiana. 

Target Audience
The 500 Festival Education Program is designed for Indiana fourth grade students because 
that is the year students study Indiana history. In 2015, the Education Program impacted 
more than 21,000 Indiana students, spanning 349 Indiana schools, reaching nearly all of 
Indiana’s 92 counties. 

Detailed description of curriculum
The classroom curriculum segment of the 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500 Education 
Program, presented by Indiana University Health is “‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500.” This 
curriculum guide is sent to fourth grade teachers at schools that sign up to be a part of the 
program.

“‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500” is an Indiana standards-based curriculum designed for 
fourth grade students to foster an understanding and to develop an appreciation of the 
Indianapolis 500 and the 500 Festival. “‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500” includes language 
arts, math, science, social studies, visual arts, health and physical education lessons. The 
curriculum also includes an assessment for students to showcase their understanding of the 
Indianapolis 500 and the 500 Festival.

The lesson plans take students through six “gears” that represent different areas of study.  

In each gear, students learn how standards-based skills apply to the 500 Festival and IndyCar 
racing while gaining an appreciation for the iconic event.

All schools enrolled in the Education Program receive the following at no cost to the school:
• Indiana Academic Standards-based lesson plans designed to give students an appreciation 
of the events and history of the 500 Festival and Indianapolis 500®.
• The opportunity to attend a Study Trip to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® in April or 
May. Schools enrolled in the in-class portion are not required to participate in a Study Trip. 
Students experience on-site programming designed to incorporate the lessons learned in the class-
room. Schools attending the Study Trips are eligible to apply for a stipend reimbursement to offset 
some of their transportation costs. Study Trip stations include: Flag Station, Health and Nutrition 
Station, Indianapolis Motor Speedway History & Traditions Station, Medical Safety Station, Pagoda 
Experience Station, The Many Careers of IndyCar Station and Science of an IndyCar Station.

Who provided the education and in what setting
The 500 Festival partnered with an educational consultant to oversee the development of the 
curriculum, ensuring that it meets Indiana’s academic standards for fourth grade. The Education 
Program curriculum and its lessons are taught in individual classrooms throughout the state and 
are taught by Indiana’s teachers. Schools from around the state are selected to attend Study Trips 
at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway or to participate in mobile study trips, which take place at their 
own school. Both Study Trips and Mobile Study Trips are intended to provide students with 
hands-on learning experiences. These educational experiences are provided by school staff as well 
as teams of knowledgeable, passionate 500 Festival volunteers as well as members of the 500 
Festival staff. 

Much of the 500 Festival Education Program takes place in each individual classroom with fourth 
grade teachers walking students through the free curriculum that the 500 Festival provides. The 
students work on projects individually and collaborate with other students as they discover the 
significance of the 500 Festival and Indianapolis 500®. The curriculum provides teachers with 
lesson plans and activity sheets to keep students engage and excited.

The Study Trips at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® serve as a one-day enhancement to the 
lessons learned in the classroom. The trips provide an opportunity for the students to see what they 
learned in action. Knowledgeable and passionate volunteers serve as the instructors. These volun-
teers are one of the most vital and delightful aspects of the Education Program. Every year they 
bring incredible expertise and enthusiasm to the Study Trips, so students who are experiencing the 
atmosphere of the Indy 500 for the first time get an exciting glimpse into the Greatest Spectacle in 
Racing and its history.

     

Involvement by local educational institutions and professional education
The Education Program would not be possible without the support of educators from across the 
state. In 2015, 349 local Indiana schools were involved with the program. In addition, professional 
organizations including the Institute for Quality Education, the Indiana Department of Education, 
and The Indiana State Teachers Association all assisted with the Education Program, ensuring that 
their audience of Indiana educators were informed about the program. 

Take-away for attendees
As students learn from these lesson plans we hope that they become engaged in the overall sport 
and the importance the Indy 500 has on the city of Indianapolis. Whether students seek out a 
career in motorsports later in life, or simply become a race fan, this Program allows us to reach 
thousands of eager minds each year; helping us serve our purpose to the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway®.

Duration of Program
December 2014: Deadline for teachers to register their classroom and/or school for the Education 
Program
January 2015: Program materials and curriculum are sent to teachers 
February/March 2015: Classrooms begin the in-class portion of the Education Program. Most 
teachers will time out the start of their classroom’s in-class portion to ensure that the completion of 
the curriculum coincides with their study trip and/or the timing of the Indianapolis 500. 
March 2015: 500 Festival Mobile Study Trips conducted at 10 Indiana schools, delivering a 
hands-on learning experience to 764 Indiana fourth graders
April & May 2015: The 500 Festival and Indianapolis Motor Speedway offered 10 Study Trips for 
classrooms to visit the famed 2.5-mile track (travel to the track is subsidized by the 500 Festival). 
At these Study Trips, students take part in hands-on learning activities, interact with 500 Festival 
volunteers and learn about the history behind the Indianapolis 500.

The Education Program has been an important part of the 500 Festival’s impact since 2004. To 
date, nearly 250,000 Hoosier students have participated in the program. since its inception. In 
addition to the classroom lessons that are sent out each January, 

Tie-in to Main Event
Founded in 1957, the mission of the 500 Festival is to produce life-enriching events and programs 
while celebrating the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 and fostering positive impact on the 
city of Indianapolis and state of Indiana. 

Through the Education Program, we not only celebrate the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 
by teaching fourth grade students about the rich history behind the sport and the place that it 
occurs, but it also teaches students about the spirit behind the 500 Festival and the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway. 

Thanks in part to the success of the 500 Festival’s larger events like the OneAmerica 500 Festival 
Mini-Marathon and IPL 500 Festival Parade, we are able to offer the Education Program to Indiana 
elementary schools at no cost. We are also able to subsizide the travel of schools that visit the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway through our Study Trips and provide Mobile Study Trips to other 
schools at no cost. This ensures that we are able to enrich the lives of thousands of Hoosier 
children, regardless of their physical location or economic status. 

Each year, with the Education Program, the 500 Festival educates thousands of students and 
creates race fans throughout the state of Indiana.

We are able to partner with teachers from across the state to help them enrich their lessons, 
provide students with a truly hands-on, engaging opportunity to learn necessary skills from the 
educational requirements from the state while also teaching them about the importance or racing 
within Indiana’s history and culture, instilling state pride. Finally, we’re able to foster a positive 
impact on the state by enriching he education of Indiana youth at an early age, ensuring that the 
500 Festival is able to deliver a lasting, significant impact beyond the month of May. 

i. Overall revenue/expense budget of program
j. Description of sponsor/charity/volunteer/school/other group involvement with program and 
benefits to each

Sponsor Involvement
The sponsors of the Education Program are: the 500 Festival Foundation, Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway, Indiana University Health, Methodist Health Foundation, AAA Hoosier Motor Club, 
Regions, BKD, LLP and the Verizon IndyCar Series.

The Indianapolis Motor Speedway, as a key sponsor for this program provides the 500 Festival with 
support in creating the free student booklet that is sent to all students who participate, in addition 
to helping update the student curriculum each year. As a partner, all students who participate in a 
Study Trip as part of the Education Program do not pay an admission fee (to the Speedway or to the 
IMS Hall of Fame Museum), making it more affordable for schools from throughout Indiana to 
attend.

In addition to the “Fit to Win” video that is included in the curriculum DVD, Indiana University 
Health hosts the Health & Nutrition Station at all Study Trip dates. The Health & Nutrition Station 
is staffed entirely by IU Health employees volunteering their time with the program. The station 
teaches students to not only get up and get moving, but also how to live a healthy lifestyle, which 
ties into our state’s health initiative.

Regions: Financial literacy is something that is incredibly important to Regions. The 500 Festival 
and Regions partnered to develop a financial literacy-based lesson and station for the Education 
Program curriculum and Study Trips. The 500 Festival and Regions also partnered to identify 20 

schools that would benefit from participating in Regions Scholars & Dollars program. 
Verizon IndyCar Series, in addition to providing bookmarks for all participants in the in-class mail-
ing, the series also secures a show car to be at all Study Trip dates. This allows students to view an 
IndyCar up close and personal, in addition to learning about what makes an IndyCar go fast by 
viewing it from a first-hand experience. 

Description of Volunteer Involvement
In 2015, the 500 Festival utilized more than 500 volunteers for the Education Program. Volunteers 
were utilized for the 10 Study Trips to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway as well as 10 Mobile Study 
Trips to schools throughout Indiana. Volunteers help guide schools throughout the Speedway 
grounds to their different station lessons, as well as teach students at each of the seven education-
al stations. These volunteers were recruited from sponsors, 500 Festival Board Members, and 
throughout the community. 

Overall Effectiveness/Success 
Over the past 3 years, the 500 Festival has been laser focused on expanding the Education 
Program to ensure that as many students as possible are able to participate in this program. The 
effort has truly paid off. Listed below are important numbers comparing the 2012 and 2015 
Education Programs. In addition to the overall growth of the Program, 2015 marked the first time 
that we offered Mobile Study Trips, providing more students with a hands-on learning experience. 
We were able to accommodate 1/3 of the schools that requested a Study Trip but we were unable to 
accommodate. 

Education Program (by the numbers)   2012  2015

Schools Registered     320  349
Returning Schools     269  275
New Schools      51  74
Number of Students Participating in Program 21,646 23,692
Number of Participating Classrooms   860  999
Schools Attending Study Trip    140  127
Number of Students Visiting IMS   8,397  7247
(1 trip cancelled due to weather, would’ve added an additional 13 schools and 848 students)

Number of Study Trip dates    9  10
Number of Mobile Study Trip    0  10
Number of Schools Visited    0  10  
Number of Students Visited    0  764
Final count of # of counties who participated    76

List of counties that DIDN'T participate: Starke, Pulaski, Benton, Carroll, Miami, Whitley, Rush, 
Gibson, Pike, Orange, Spencer, Perry, Scott, Jefferson, Ohio, Switzerland

Any additions to what was sent to classrooms from 2014? : no, items were just updated, including 
the museum history book

In addition to the figures, the feedback the 500 Festival receives from educators serves as inspira-
tion to enhance the overall experience each year.

“I have lived in Indiana my entire life, and I learned things about the 500 from this study! Thank you for 
providing the materials for my students - - they enjoyed learning about the history and traditions of the 
500.” Mrs. Gwen Keaton, Blackhawk Christian School

“The content that comes with the trip, the lessons, DVD, and materials are wonderful and get the kids 
excited about our trip and about racing in general.” 
Teacher response from survey

“My class really liked the trip and had nothing but positive things to say about it. It was great to allow 
them the opportunity to be at the track. Many of my students had never been there before. They really 
liked kissing the bricks!” 
Kim Knippenberg, Zion Lutheran School

“I have enjoyed the 500 study trip and curriculum pieces each year.  I told my fellow 4th grade teachers 
I learn something every year.  I think my favorite station is the heritage and traditions.  I appreciate the 
program and being able to particpate each year.  Please thank the team and volunteers!!” 
Tricia McPherson, Batesville Elementary

“I just wanted to email and say how AWESOME the education program packet was this year. My kids 
are LOVING every activity and all of the information. The DVD is superb and I even took it home to 
show my husband. Thank you again for all of the great materials and I look forward to participating 
next year again!” 
Nancy McDowell, Maple Grove Elementary

Supporting Question
What did you do to update/change this program from the year before? Were your updates/changes 
successful? Please provide measurable results/examples.

Each year, we update the “Gearing Up” Curriculum to make sure the lesson plans, activities and 
worksheets are on par with the state’s in-class Academic Standards as well as the standards set for 
all ISTEP testing (Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational Progress). Keeping that in mind, 
included in our curriculum this year was a close-reading activity which is an activity included in all 
fourth grade ISTEP tests. This activity allows students to develop a better understating of the text 
through text-dependent questions. The close-reading activity that was added was based on the 
Student Information Text that we provide to each participant of the Program.

Addition of lottery system for selection of the 2015 Study Trip Schools
We introduced a lottery system for the selection of schools attending the Study Trips. IN years past, 
this was offered on a first-come-first-filled basis. As a result, many of the schools learned the 
system and were able to time when they submitted their applications, ensuring that their school 
was selected. In turn, this meant that many of the same schools attended Study Trips year-af-
ter-year and that many schools were denied the opportunity to attend. With the lottery system, we 
were able to ensure that all schools had a fair shot at being selected to attend a Study Trip. And, 
new schools were able to be introduced to the experience of a Study Trip. 

Addition of Mobile Study Trips
This year the 500 Festival experienced record interest in the Study Trips for the Education 
Program. To provide the maximum number of Indiana students with an opportunity to engage with 
this storied piece of Indiana history, the 500 Festival added a new option for those schools that 
weren’t selected to attend a Study Trip - Mobile Study Trips. 

The 500 Festival’s Mobile Study Trips bring the Indianapolis Motor Speedway to a school. During 
this two hour program, students experienced six different stations, experiencing many of the same 
lessons that are taught during our Study Trips at the Speedway. The program was offered free of 
charge were conducted in school cafeterias, gyms, and right outside their door.  

Program stations include: 
• Health and Nutrition 
• IMS History and Traditions
• Numbers of the 500
• Driver Equipment
• Flags
• Science of an IndyCar

As part of this program, the 500 Festival provided all necessary resources (including volunteers), 
schools simply needed to provide a location. Students were able to get their picture with an actual 
IndyCar, sign an Indianapolis 500 flag to display in their classroom, and have a hands-on learning 
experience, completing your in-classroom Education Program curriculum. Mobile Study Trips were 
scheduled for March 2015 around each school’s calendar and ISTEP testing period. 
 

Use of Crossroads to ship program materials



Introduction and background of main event 
Founded in 1957, the mission of the 500 Festival is to produce life-enriching events and 
programs while celebrating the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 and fostering posi-
tive impact on the city of Indianapolis and state of Indiana. 

Each year hundreds of thousands of people from around the world embrace the month of May 
in Indianapolis. Last year alone, more than 500,000 people attended nearly 50 events and 
programs produced by the 500 Festival. The 500 Festival celebrates the spirit and legacy of 
the largest single-day sporting event in the world, the Indianapolis 500®. Enriching the lives 
of Hoosiers and visitors, 500 Festival events which are mostly free and produced largely by 
volunteers also enhance the image of Indianapolis and Indiana by showcasing the city and 
state’s cultural, educational and social benefits to the world.

Indianapolis is largely defined by the historic Indianapolis 500 and the grand community 
festival that surrounds it. With nearly 50 annual events and programs that impact half a 
million people each year, the 500 Festival fuels the entire magical month of May. With a wide 
variety of programs and events – many of which are free - the 500 Festival makes the month 
of May relevant to all citizens of Indiana. Our mission to enrich lives and positively impact 
our community is wholly inclusive and applies to anyone. 

What started with some forward-thinking civic leaders wanting to incorporate a parade to 
kickoff race weekend in Indianapolis, has evolved over the years leading to new traditions and 
added economic impact, further enhancing the benefits of being home to the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway. While our programs and events promote healthy living and community 
pride, they also have an economic impact on Indianapolis each year. A recent economic 
impact study revealed that each year, 500 Festival events generate $19.7 million in financial 
impact, including $5.5 million of direct spending by out-of-area visitors. With the 500 
Festival producing reoccurring events in Indianapolis since 1957, the overall economic 
benefit to the city since its inception is estimated to be more than $350 million. Based on 
current growth rates, the impact of the 500 Festival is likely to be greater than $210 million 
in this decade (2010-2020) alone. 

In addition to measurements of economic impact in terms of dollars, the 500 Festival in 
2013 created an estimated 215 jobs (15 directly by the organization, 62 from payments to 
vendors and contractors and 138 as a result of visitor spending). Furthermore, the 500 
Festival organization and events generated an estimated $950,000 in additional state and 
local taxes in 2013.

Description and Purpose
There is nothing that represents the state of Indiana culturally quite like the Indianapolis 
500, and our organization is dedicated to enhancing the excitement and pride surrounding 

this world-famous event. The 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500 Education Program, presented 
by Indiana University Health (Education Program), enables our organization to accomplish 
this mission by engaging with Indiana youth from across the state. Working hand-in-hand 
with Indiana’s educators, we provide students with an engaging curriculum that teaches 
Hoosier fourth graders this spectacular aspect of their culture. What’s more, thanks in part to 
the success of the 500 Festival’s larger events like the OneAmerica 500 Festival Mini-Mara-
thon and IPL 500 Festival Parade, we are able to offer the Education Program to Indiana 
elementary schools at no cost. 

This Education Program is more than a field trip. It is a combination of classroom work based 
on carefully structured curriculum and a Study Trip to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® 
that brings the classroom material to life. The program is packed with information including 
Indiana Academic Standard-based lessons, teacher materials and a DVD. This program is 
specifically designed for fourth graders, since that is the year students study Indiana history. 
The lessons meet academic standards for language arts, health, math, science, social stud-
ies, visual arts, physical education, but the 500 Festival believes the greatest take-away for 
the students is knowledge and pride in their home state’s unique cultural tradition.

The 500 Festival is proud of the Education Program and its lasting impact on the state of 
Indiana. This year the program impacted more than 21,000 young lives in 349 schools in 
nearly every county in Indiana. 

Target Audience
The 500 Festival Education Program is designed for Indiana fourth grade students because 
that is the year students study Indiana history. In 2015, the Education Program impacted 
more than 21,000 Indiana students, spanning 349 Indiana schools, reaching nearly all of 
Indiana’s 92 counties. 

Detailed description of curriculum
The classroom curriculum segment of the 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500 Education 
Program, presented by Indiana University Health is “‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500.” This 
curriculum guide is sent to fourth grade teachers at schools that sign up to be a part of the 
program.

“‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500” is an Indiana standards-based curriculum designed for 
fourth grade students to foster an understanding and to develop an appreciation of the 
Indianapolis 500 and the 500 Festival. “‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500” includes language 
arts, math, science, social studies, visual arts, health and physical education lessons. The 
curriculum also includes an assessment for students to showcase their understanding of the 
Indianapolis 500 and the 500 Festival.

The lesson plans take students through six “gears” that represent different areas of study.  
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In each gear, students learn how standards-based skills apply to the 500 Festival and IndyCar 
racing while gaining an appreciation for the iconic event.

All schools enrolled in the Education Program receive the following at no cost to the school:
• Indiana Academic Standards-based lesson plans designed to give students an appreciation 
of the events and history of the 500 Festival and Indianapolis 500®.
• The opportunity to attend a Study Trip to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® in April or 
May. Schools enrolled in the in-class portion are not required to participate in a Study Trip. 
Students experience on-site programming designed to incorporate the lessons learned in the class-
room. Schools attending the Study Trips are eligible to apply for a stipend reimbursement to offset 
some of their transportation costs. Study Trip stations include: Flag Station, Health and Nutrition 
Station, Indianapolis Motor Speedway History & Traditions Station, Medical Safety Station, Pagoda 
Experience Station, The Many Careers of IndyCar Station and Science of an IndyCar Station.

Who provided the education and in what setting
The 500 Festival partnered with an educational consultant to oversee the development of the 
curriculum, ensuring that it meets Indiana’s academic standards for fourth grade. The Education 
Program curriculum and its lessons are taught in individual classrooms throughout the state and 
are taught by Indiana’s teachers. Schools from around the state are selected to attend Study Trips 
at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway or to participate in mobile study trips, which take place at their 
own school. Both Study Trips and Mobile Study Trips are intended to provide students with 
hands-on learning experiences. These educational experiences are provided by school staff as well 
as teams of knowledgeable, passionate 500 Festival volunteers as well as members of the 500 
Festival staff. 

Much of the 500 Festival Education Program takes place in each individual classroom with fourth 
grade teachers walking students through the free curriculum that the 500 Festival provides. The 
students work on projects individually and collaborate with other students as they discover the 
significance of the 500 Festival and Indianapolis 500®. The curriculum provides teachers with 
lesson plans and activity sheets to keep students engage and excited.

The Study Trips at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® serve as a one-day enhancement to the 
lessons learned in the classroom. The trips provide an opportunity for the students to see what they 
learned in action. Knowledgeable and passionate volunteers serve as the instructors. These volun-
teers are one of the most vital and delightful aspects of the Education Program. Every year they 
bring incredible expertise and enthusiasm to the Study Trips, so students who are experiencing the 
atmosphere of the Indy 500 for the first time get an exciting glimpse into the Greatest Spectacle in 
Racing and its history.

     

500 FESTIVAL INC.
2015 IFEA PINNACLE AWARD NOMINATIONS 
#46 BEST EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM
500 FESTIVAL & INDIANAPOLIS 500 EDUCATION PROGRAM, 
PRESENTED BY INDIANA UNIVERSITY HEALTH

Involvement by local educational institutions and professional education
The Education Program would not be possible without the support of educators from across the 
state. In 2015, 349 local Indiana schools were involved with the program. In addition, professional 
organizations including the Institute for Quality Education, the Indiana Department of Education, 
and The Indiana State Teachers Association all assisted with the Education Program, ensuring that 
their audience of Indiana educators were informed about the program. 

Take-away for attendees
As students learn from these lesson plans we hope that they become engaged in the overall sport 
and the importance the Indy 500 has on the city of Indianapolis. Whether students seek out a 
career in motorsports later in life, or simply become a race fan, this Program allows us to reach 
thousands of eager minds each year; helping us serve our purpose to the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway®.

Duration of Program
December 2014: Deadline for teachers to register their classroom and/or school for the Education 
Program
January 2015: Program materials and curriculum are sent to teachers 
February/March 2015: Classrooms begin the in-class portion of the Education Program. Most 
teachers will time out the start of their classroom’s in-class portion to ensure that the completion of 
the curriculum coincides with their study trip and/or the timing of the Indianapolis 500. 
March 2015: 500 Festival Mobile Study Trips conducted at 10 Indiana schools, delivering a 
hands-on learning experience to 764 Indiana fourth graders
April & May 2015: The 500 Festival and Indianapolis Motor Speedway offered 10 Study Trips for 
classrooms to visit the famed 2.5-mile track (travel to the track is subsidized by the 500 Festival). 
At these Study Trips, students take part in hands-on learning activities, interact with 500 Festival 
volunteers and learn about the history behind the Indianapolis 500.

The Education Program has been an important part of the 500 Festival’s impact since 2004. To 
date, nearly 250,000 Hoosier students have participated in the program. since its inception. In 
addition to the classroom lessons that are sent out each January, 

Tie-in to Main Event
Founded in 1957, the mission of the 500 Festival is to produce life-enriching events and programs 
while celebrating the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 and fostering positive impact on the 
city of Indianapolis and state of Indiana. 

Through the Education Program, we not only celebrate the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 
by teaching fourth grade students about the rich history behind the sport and the place that it 
occurs, but it also teaches students about the spirit behind the 500 Festival and the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway. 

Thanks in part to the success of the 500 Festival’s larger events like the OneAmerica 500 Festival 
Mini-Marathon and IPL 500 Festival Parade, we are able to offer the Education Program to Indiana 
elementary schools at no cost. We are also able to subsizide the travel of schools that visit the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway through our Study Trips and provide Mobile Study Trips to other 
schools at no cost. This ensures that we are able to enrich the lives of thousands of Hoosier 
children, regardless of their physical location or economic status. 

Each year, with the Education Program, the 500 Festival educates thousands of students and 
creates race fans throughout the state of Indiana.

We are able to partner with teachers from across the state to help them enrich their lessons, 
provide students with a truly hands-on, engaging opportunity to learn necessary skills from the 
educational requirements from the state while also teaching them about the importance or racing 
within Indiana’s history and culture, instilling state pride. Finally, we’re able to foster a positive 
impact on the state by enriching he education of Indiana youth at an early age, ensuring that the 
500 Festival is able to deliver a lasting, significant impact beyond the month of May. 

i. Overall revenue/expense budget of program
j. Description of sponsor/charity/volunteer/school/other group involvement with program and 
benefits to each

Sponsor Involvement
The sponsors of the Education Program are: the 500 Festival Foundation, Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway, Indiana University Health, Methodist Health Foundation, AAA Hoosier Motor Club, 
Regions, BKD, LLP and the Verizon IndyCar Series.

The Indianapolis Motor Speedway, as a key sponsor for this program provides the 500 Festival with 
support in creating the free student booklet that is sent to all students who participate, in addition 
to helping update the student curriculum each year. As a partner, all students who participate in a 
Study Trip as part of the Education Program do not pay an admission fee (to the Speedway or to the 
IMS Hall of Fame Museum), making it more affordable for schools from throughout Indiana to 
attend.

In addition to the “Fit to Win” video that is included in the curriculum DVD, Indiana University 
Health hosts the Health & Nutrition Station at all Study Trip dates. The Health & Nutrition Station 
is staffed entirely by IU Health employees volunteering their time with the program. The station 
teaches students to not only get up and get moving, but also how to live a healthy lifestyle, which 
ties into our state’s health initiative.

Regions: Financial literacy is something that is incredibly important to Regions. The 500 Festival 
and Regions partnered to develop a financial literacy-based lesson and station for the Education 
Program curriculum and Study Trips. The 500 Festival and Regions also partnered to identify 20 

schools that would benefit from participating in Regions Scholars & Dollars program. 
Verizon IndyCar Series, in addition to providing bookmarks for all participants in the in-class mail-
ing, the series also secures a show car to be at all Study Trip dates. This allows students to view an 
IndyCar up close and personal, in addition to learning about what makes an IndyCar go fast by 
viewing it from a first-hand experience. 

Description of Volunteer Involvement
In 2015, the 500 Festival utilized more than 500 volunteers for the Education Program. Volunteers 
were utilized for the 10 Study Trips to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway as well as 10 Mobile Study 
Trips to schools throughout Indiana. Volunteers help guide schools throughout the Speedway 
grounds to their different station lessons, as well as teach students at each of the seven education-
al stations. These volunteers were recruited from sponsors, 500 Festival Board Members, and 
throughout the community. 

Overall Effectiveness/Success 
Over the past 3 years, the 500 Festival has been laser focused on expanding the Education 
Program to ensure that as many students as possible are able to participate in this program. The 
effort has truly paid off. Listed below are important numbers comparing the 2012 and 2015 
Education Programs. In addition to the overall growth of the Program, 2015 marked the first time 
that we offered Mobile Study Trips, providing more students with a hands-on learning experience. 
We were able to accommodate 1/3 of the schools that requested a Study Trip but we were unable to 
accommodate. 

Education Program (by the numbers)   2012  2015

Schools Registered     320  349
Returning Schools     269  275
New Schools      51  74
Number of Students Participating in Program 21,646 23,692
Number of Participating Classrooms   860  999
Schools Attending Study Trip    140  127
Number of Students Visiting IMS   8,397  7247
(1 trip cancelled due to weather, would’ve added an additional 13 schools and 848 students)

Number of Study Trip dates    9  10
Number of Mobile Study Trip    0  10
Number of Schools Visited    0  10  
Number of Students Visited    0  764
Final count of # of counties who participated    76

List of counties that DIDN'T participate: Starke, Pulaski, Benton, Carroll, Miami, Whitley, Rush, 
Gibson, Pike, Orange, Spencer, Perry, Scott, Jefferson, Ohio, Switzerland

Any additions to what was sent to classrooms from 2014? : no, items were just updated, including 
the museum history book

In addition to the figures, the feedback the 500 Festival receives from educators serves as inspira-
tion to enhance the overall experience each year.

“I have lived in Indiana my entire life, and I learned things about the 500 from this study! Thank you for 
providing the materials for my students - - they enjoyed learning about the history and traditions of the 
500.” Mrs. Gwen Keaton, Blackhawk Christian School

“The content that comes with the trip, the lessons, DVD, and materials are wonderful and get the kids 
excited about our trip and about racing in general.” 
Teacher response from survey

“My class really liked the trip and had nothing but positive things to say about it. It was great to allow 
them the opportunity to be at the track. Many of my students had never been there before. They really 
liked kissing the bricks!” 
Kim Knippenberg, Zion Lutheran School

“I have enjoyed the 500 study trip and curriculum pieces each year.  I told my fellow 4th grade teachers 
I learn something every year.  I think my favorite station is the heritage and traditions.  I appreciate the 
program and being able to particpate each year.  Please thank the team and volunteers!!” 
Tricia McPherson, Batesville Elementary

“I just wanted to email and say how AWESOME the education program packet was this year. My kids 
are LOVING every activity and all of the information. The DVD is superb and I even took it home to 
show my husband. Thank you again for all of the great materials and I look forward to participating 
next year again!” 
Nancy McDowell, Maple Grove Elementary

Supporting Question
What did you do to update/change this program from the year before? Were your updates/changes 
successful? Please provide measurable results/examples.

Each year, we update the “Gearing Up” Curriculum to make sure the lesson plans, activities and 
worksheets are on par with the state’s in-class Academic Standards as well as the standards set for 
all ISTEP testing (Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational Progress). Keeping that in mind, 
included in our curriculum this year was a close-reading activity which is an activity included in all 
fourth grade ISTEP tests. This activity allows students to develop a better understating of the text 
through text-dependent questions. The close-reading activity that was added was based on the 
Student Information Text that we provide to each participant of the Program.

Addition of lottery system for selection of the 2015 Study Trip Schools
We introduced a lottery system for the selection of schools attending the Study Trips. IN years past, 
this was offered on a first-come-first-filled basis. As a result, many of the schools learned the 
system and were able to time when they submitted their applications, ensuring that their school 
was selected. In turn, this meant that many of the same schools attended Study Trips year-af-
ter-year and that many schools were denied the opportunity to attend. With the lottery system, we 
were able to ensure that all schools had a fair shot at being selected to attend a Study Trip. And, 
new schools were able to be introduced to the experience of a Study Trip. 

Addition of Mobile Study Trips
This year the 500 Festival experienced record interest in the Study Trips for the Education 
Program. To provide the maximum number of Indiana students with an opportunity to engage with 
this storied piece of Indiana history, the 500 Festival added a new option for those schools that 
weren’t selected to attend a Study Trip - Mobile Study Trips. 

The 500 Festival’s Mobile Study Trips bring the Indianapolis Motor Speedway to a school. During 
this two hour program, students experienced six different stations, experiencing many of the same 
lessons that are taught during our Study Trips at the Speedway. The program was offered free of 
charge were conducted in school cafeterias, gyms, and right outside their door.  

Program stations include: 
• Health and Nutrition 
• IMS History and Traditions
• Numbers of the 500
• Driver Equipment
• Flags
• Science of an IndyCar

As part of this program, the 500 Festival provided all necessary resources (including volunteers), 
schools simply needed to provide a location. Students were able to get their picture with an actual 
IndyCar, sign an Indianapolis 500 flag to display in their classroom, and have a hands-on learning 
experience, completing your in-classroom Education Program curriculum. Mobile Study Trips were 
scheduled for March 2015 around each school’s calendar and ISTEP testing period. 
 

Use of Crossroads to ship program materials



Introduction and background of main event 
Founded in 1957, the mission of the 500 Festival is to produce life-enriching events and 
programs while celebrating the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 and fostering posi-
tive impact on the city of Indianapolis and state of Indiana. 

Each year hundreds of thousands of people from around the world embrace the month of May 
in Indianapolis. Last year alone, more than 500,000 people attended nearly 50 events and 
programs produced by the 500 Festival. The 500 Festival celebrates the spirit and legacy of 
the largest single-day sporting event in the world, the Indianapolis 500®. Enriching the lives 
of Hoosiers and visitors, 500 Festival events which are mostly free and produced largely by 
volunteers also enhance the image of Indianapolis and Indiana by showcasing the city and 
state’s cultural, educational and social benefits to the world.

Indianapolis is largely defined by the historic Indianapolis 500 and the grand community 
festival that surrounds it. With nearly 50 annual events and programs that impact half a 
million people each year, the 500 Festival fuels the entire magical month of May. With a wide 
variety of programs and events – many of which are free - the 500 Festival makes the month 
of May relevant to all citizens of Indiana. Our mission to enrich lives and positively impact 
our community is wholly inclusive and applies to anyone. 

What started with some forward-thinking civic leaders wanting to incorporate a parade to 
kickoff race weekend in Indianapolis, has evolved over the years leading to new traditions and 
added economic impact, further enhancing the benefits of being home to the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway. While our programs and events promote healthy living and community 
pride, they also have an economic impact on Indianapolis each year. A recent economic 
impact study revealed that each year, 500 Festival events generate $19.7 million in financial 
impact, including $5.5 million of direct spending by out-of-area visitors. With the 500 
Festival producing reoccurring events in Indianapolis since 1957, the overall economic 
benefit to the city since its inception is estimated to be more than $350 million. Based on 
current growth rates, the impact of the 500 Festival is likely to be greater than $210 million 
in this decade (2010-2020) alone. 

In addition to measurements of economic impact in terms of dollars, the 500 Festival in 
2013 created an estimated 215 jobs (15 directly by the organization, 62 from payments to 
vendors and contractors and 138 as a result of visitor spending). Furthermore, the 500 
Festival organization and events generated an estimated $950,000 in additional state and 
local taxes in 2013.

Description and Purpose
There is nothing that represents the state of Indiana culturally quite like the Indianapolis 
500, and our organization is dedicated to enhancing the excitement and pride surrounding 

this world-famous event. The 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500 Education Program, presented 
by Indiana University Health (Education Program), enables our organization to accomplish 
this mission by engaging with Indiana youth from across the state. Working hand-in-hand 
with Indiana’s educators, we provide students with an engaging curriculum that teaches 
Hoosier fourth graders this spectacular aspect of their culture. What’s more, thanks in part to 
the success of the 500 Festival’s larger events like the OneAmerica 500 Festival Mini-Mara-
thon and IPL 500 Festival Parade, we are able to offer the Education Program to Indiana 
elementary schools at no cost. 

This Education Program is more than a field trip. It is a combination of classroom work based 
on carefully structured curriculum and a Study Trip to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® 
that brings the classroom material to life. The program is packed with information including 
Indiana Academic Standard-based lessons, teacher materials and a DVD. This program is 
specifically designed for fourth graders, since that is the year students study Indiana history. 
The lessons meet academic standards for language arts, health, math, science, social stud-
ies, visual arts, physical education, but the 500 Festival believes the greatest take-away for 
the students is knowledge and pride in their home state’s unique cultural tradition.

The 500 Festival is proud of the Education Program and its lasting impact on the state of 
Indiana. This year the program impacted more than 21,000 young lives in 349 schools in 
nearly every county in Indiana. 

Target Audience
The 500 Festival Education Program is designed for Indiana fourth grade students because 
that is the year students study Indiana history. In 2015, the Education Program impacted 
more than 21,000 Indiana students, spanning 349 Indiana schools, reaching nearly all of 
Indiana’s 92 counties. 

Detailed description of curriculum
The classroom curriculum segment of the 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500 Education 
Program, presented by Indiana University Health is “‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500.” This 
curriculum guide is sent to fourth grade teachers at schools that sign up to be a part of the 
program.

“‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500” is an Indiana standards-based curriculum designed for 
fourth grade students to foster an understanding and to develop an appreciation of the 
Indianapolis 500 and the 500 Festival. “‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500” includes language 
arts, math, science, social studies, visual arts, health and physical education lessons. The 
curriculum also includes an assessment for students to showcase their understanding of the 
Indianapolis 500 and the 500 Festival.

The lesson plans take students through six “gears” that represent different areas of study.  

In each gear, students learn how standards-based skills apply to the 500 Festival and IndyCar 
racing while gaining an appreciation for the iconic event.

All schools enrolled in the Education Program receive the following at no cost to the school:
• Indiana Academic Standards-based lesson plans designed to give students an appreciation 
of the events and history of the 500 Festival and Indianapolis 500®.
• The opportunity to attend a Study Trip to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® in April or 
May. Schools enrolled in the in-class portion are not required to participate in a Study Trip. 
Students experience on-site programming designed to incorporate the lessons learned in the class-
room. Schools attending the Study Trips are eligible to apply for a stipend reimbursement to offset 
some of their transportation costs. Study Trip stations include: Flag Station, Health and Nutrition 
Station, Indianapolis Motor Speedway History & Traditions Station, Medical Safety Station, Pagoda 
Experience Station, The Many Careers of IndyCar Station and Science of an IndyCar Station.

Who provided the education and in what setting
The 500 Festival partnered with an educational consultant to oversee the development of the 
curriculum, ensuring that it meets Indiana’s academic standards for fourth grade. The Education 
Program curriculum and its lessons are taught in individual classrooms throughout the state and 
are taught by Indiana’s teachers. Schools from around the state are selected to attend Study Trips 
at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway or to participate in mobile study trips, which take place at their 
own school. Both Study Trips and Mobile Study Trips are intended to provide students with 
hands-on learning experiences. These educational experiences are provided by school staff as well 
as teams of knowledgeable, passionate 500 Festival volunteers as well as members of the 500 
Festival staff. 

Much of the 500 Festival Education Program takes place in each individual classroom with fourth 
grade teachers walking students through the free curriculum that the 500 Festival provides. The 
students work on projects individually and collaborate with other students as they discover the 
significance of the 500 Festival and Indianapolis 500®. The curriculum provides teachers with 
lesson plans and activity sheets to keep students engage and excited.

The Study Trips at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® serve as a one-day enhancement to the 
lessons learned in the classroom. The trips provide an opportunity for the students to see what they 
learned in action. Knowledgeable and passionate volunteers serve as the instructors. These volun-
teers are one of the most vital and delightful aspects of the Education Program. Every year they 
bring incredible expertise and enthusiasm to the Study Trips, so students who are experiencing the 
atmosphere of the Indy 500 for the first time get an exciting glimpse into the Greatest Spectacle in 
Racing and its history.
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Involvement by local educational institutions and professional education
The Education Program would not be possible without the support of educators from across the 
state. In 2015, 349 local Indiana schools were involved with the program. In addition, professional 
organizations including the Institute for Quality Education, the Indiana Department of Education, 
and The Indiana State Teachers Association all assisted with the Education Program, ensuring that 
their audience of Indiana educators were informed about the program. 

Take-away for attendees
As students learn from these lesson plans we hope that they become engaged in the overall sport 
and the importance the Indy 500 has on the city of Indianapolis. Whether students seek out a 
career in motorsports later in life, or simply become a race fan, this Program allows us to reach 
thousands of eager minds each year; helping us serve our purpose to the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway®.

Duration of Program
December 2014: Deadline for teachers to register their classroom and/or school for the Education 
Program
January 2015: Program materials and curriculum are sent to teachers 
February/March 2015: Classrooms begin the in-class portion of the Education Program. Most 
teachers will time out the start of their classroom’s in-class portion to ensure that the completion of 
the curriculum coincides with their study trip and/or the timing of the Indianapolis 500. 
March 2015: 500 Festival Mobile Study Trips conducted at 10 Indiana schools, delivering a 
hands-on learning experience to 764 Indiana fourth graders
April & May 2015: The 500 Festival and Indianapolis Motor Speedway offered 10 Study Trips for 
classrooms to visit the famed 2.5-mile track (travel to the track is subsidized by the 500 Festival). 
At these Study Trips, students take part in hands-on learning activities, interact with 500 Festival 
volunteers and learn about the history behind the Indianapolis 500.

The Education Program has been an important part of the 500 Festival’s impact since 2004. To 
date, nearly 250,000 Hoosier students have participated in the program. since its inception. In 
addition to the classroom lessons that are sent out each January, 

Tie-in to Main Event
Founded in 1957, the mission of the 500 Festival is to produce life-enriching events and programs 
while celebrating the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 and fostering positive impact on the 
city of Indianapolis and state of Indiana. 

Through the Education Program, we not only celebrate the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 
by teaching fourth grade students about the rich history behind the sport and the place that it 
occurs, but it also teaches students about the spirit behind the 500 Festival and the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway. 

Thanks in part to the success of the 500 Festival’s larger events like the OneAmerica 500 Festival 
Mini-Marathon and IPL 500 Festival Parade, we are able to offer the Education Program to Indiana 
elementary schools at no cost. We are also able to subsizide the travel of schools that visit the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway through our Study Trips and provide Mobile Study Trips to other 
schools at no cost. This ensures that we are able to enrich the lives of thousands of Hoosier 
children, regardless of their physical location or economic status. 

Each year, with the Education Program, the 500 Festival educates thousands of students and 
creates race fans throughout the state of Indiana.

We are able to partner with teachers from across the state to help them enrich their lessons, 
provide students with a truly hands-on, engaging opportunity to learn necessary skills from the 
educational requirements from the state while also teaching them about the importance or racing 
within Indiana’s history and culture, instilling state pride. Finally, we’re able to foster a positive 
impact on the state by enriching he education of Indiana youth at an early age, ensuring that the 
500 Festival is able to deliver a lasting, significant impact beyond the month of May. 

i. Overall revenue/expense budget of program
j. Description of sponsor/charity/volunteer/school/other group involvement with program and 
benefits to each

Sponsor Involvement
The sponsors of the Education Program are: the 500 Festival Foundation, Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway, Indiana University Health, Methodist Health Foundation, AAA Hoosier Motor Club, 
Regions, BKD, LLP and the Verizon IndyCar Series.

The Indianapolis Motor Speedway, as a key sponsor for this program provides the 500 Festival with 
support in creating the free student booklet that is sent to all students who participate, in addition 
to helping update the student curriculum each year. As a partner, all students who participate in a 
Study Trip as part of the Education Program do not pay an admission fee (to the Speedway or to the 
IMS Hall of Fame Museum), making it more affordable for schools from throughout Indiana to 
attend.

In addition to the “Fit to Win” video that is included in the curriculum DVD, Indiana University 
Health hosts the Health & Nutrition Station at all Study Trip dates. The Health & Nutrition Station 
is staffed entirely by IU Health employees volunteering their time with the program. The station 
teaches students to not only get up and get moving, but also how to live a healthy lifestyle, which 
ties into our state’s health initiative.

Regions: Financial literacy is something that is incredibly important to Regions. The 500 Festival 
and Regions partnered to develop a financial literacy-based lesson and station for the Education 
Program curriculum and Study Trips. The 500 Festival and Regions also partnered to identify 20 

schools that would benefit from participating in Regions Scholars & Dollars program. 
Verizon IndyCar Series, in addition to providing bookmarks for all participants in the in-class mail-
ing, the series also secures a show car to be at all Study Trip dates. This allows students to view an 
IndyCar up close and personal, in addition to learning about what makes an IndyCar go fast by 
viewing it from a first-hand experience. 

Description of Volunteer Involvement
In 2015, the 500 Festival utilized more than 500 volunteers for the Education Program. Volunteers 
were utilized for the 10 Study Trips to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway as well as 10 Mobile Study 
Trips to schools throughout Indiana. Volunteers help guide schools throughout the Speedway 
grounds to their different station lessons, as well as teach students at each of the seven education-
al stations. These volunteers were recruited from sponsors, 500 Festival Board Members, and 
throughout the community. 

Overall Effectiveness/Success 
Over the past 3 years, the 500 Festival has been laser focused on expanding the Education 
Program to ensure that as many students as possible are able to participate in this program. The 
effort has truly paid off. Listed below are important numbers comparing the 2012 and 2015 
Education Programs. In addition to the overall growth of the Program, 2015 marked the first time 
that we offered Mobile Study Trips, providing more students with a hands-on learning experience. 
We were able to accommodate 1/3 of the schools that requested a Study Trip but we were unable to 
accommodate. 

Education Program (by the numbers)   2012  2015

Schools Registered     320  349
Returning Schools     269  275
New Schools      51  74
Number of Students Participating in Program 21,646 23,692
Number of Participating Classrooms   860  999
Schools Attending Study Trip    140  127
Number of Students Visiting IMS   8,397  7247
(1 trip cancelled due to weather, would’ve added an additional 13 schools and 848 students)

Number of Study Trip dates    9  10
Number of Mobile Study Trip    0  10
Number of Schools Visited    0  10  
Number of Students Visited    0  764
Final count of # of counties who participated    76

List of counties that DIDN'T participate: Starke, Pulaski, Benton, Carroll, Miami, Whitley, Rush, 
Gibson, Pike, Orange, Spencer, Perry, Scott, Jefferson, Ohio, Switzerland

Any additions to what was sent to classrooms from 2014? : no, items were just updated, including 
the museum history book

In addition to the figures, the feedback the 500 Festival receives from educators serves as inspira-
tion to enhance the overall experience each year.

“I have lived in Indiana my entire life, and I learned things about the 500 from this study! Thank you for 
providing the materials for my students - - they enjoyed learning about the history and traditions of the 
500.” Mrs. Gwen Keaton, Blackhawk Christian School

“The content that comes with the trip, the lessons, DVD, and materials are wonderful and get the kids 
excited about our trip and about racing in general.” 
Teacher response from survey

“My class really liked the trip and had nothing but positive things to say about it. It was great to allow 
them the opportunity to be at the track. Many of my students had never been there before. They really 
liked kissing the bricks!” 
Kim Knippenberg, Zion Lutheran School

“I have enjoyed the 500 study trip and curriculum pieces each year.  I told my fellow 4th grade teachers 
I learn something every year.  I think my favorite station is the heritage and traditions.  I appreciate the 
program and being able to particpate each year.  Please thank the team and volunteers!!” 
Tricia McPherson, Batesville Elementary

“I just wanted to email and say how AWESOME the education program packet was this year. My kids 
are LOVING every activity and all of the information. The DVD is superb and I even took it home to 
show my husband. Thank you again for all of the great materials and I look forward to participating 
next year again!” 
Nancy McDowell, Maple Grove Elementary

Supporting Question
What did you do to update/change this program from the year before? Were your updates/changes 
successful? Please provide measurable results/examples.

Each year, we update the “Gearing Up” Curriculum to make sure the lesson plans, activities and 
worksheets are on par with the state’s in-class Academic Standards as well as the standards set for 
all ISTEP testing (Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational Progress). Keeping that in mind, 
included in our curriculum this year was a close-reading activity which is an activity included in all 
fourth grade ISTEP tests. This activity allows students to develop a better understating of the text 
through text-dependent questions. The close-reading activity that was added was based on the 
Student Information Text that we provide to each participant of the Program.

Addition of lottery system for selection of the 2015 Study Trip Schools
We introduced a lottery system for the selection of schools attending the Study Trips. IN years past, 
this was offered on a first-come-first-filled basis. As a result, many of the schools learned the 
system and were able to time when they submitted their applications, ensuring that their school 
was selected. In turn, this meant that many of the same schools attended Study Trips year-af-
ter-year and that many schools were denied the opportunity to attend. With the lottery system, we 
were able to ensure that all schools had a fair shot at being selected to attend a Study Trip. And, 
new schools were able to be introduced to the experience of a Study Trip. 

Addition of Mobile Study Trips
This year the 500 Festival experienced record interest in the Study Trips for the Education 
Program. To provide the maximum number of Indiana students with an opportunity to engage with 
this storied piece of Indiana history, the 500 Festival added a new option for those schools that 
weren’t selected to attend a Study Trip - Mobile Study Trips. 

The 500 Festival’s Mobile Study Trips bring the Indianapolis Motor Speedway to a school. During 
this two hour program, students experienced six different stations, experiencing many of the same 
lessons that are taught during our Study Trips at the Speedway. The program was offered free of 
charge were conducted in school cafeterias, gyms, and right outside their door.  

Program stations include: 
• Health and Nutrition 
• IMS History and Traditions
• Numbers of the 500
• Driver Equipment
• Flags
• Science of an IndyCar

As part of this program, the 500 Festival provided all necessary resources (including volunteers), 
schools simply needed to provide a location. Students were able to get their picture with an actual 
IndyCar, sign an Indianapolis 500 flag to display in their classroom, and have a hands-on learning 
experience, completing your in-classroom Education Program curriculum. Mobile Study Trips were 
scheduled for March 2015 around each school’s calendar and ISTEP testing period. 
 

Use of Crossroads to ship program materials



Introduction and background of main event 
Founded in 1957, the mission of the 500 Festival is to produce life-enriching events and 
programs while celebrating the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 and fostering posi-
tive impact on the city of Indianapolis and state of Indiana. 

Each year hundreds of thousands of people from around the world embrace the month of May 
in Indianapolis. Last year alone, more than 500,000 people attended nearly 50 events and 
programs produced by the 500 Festival. The 500 Festival celebrates the spirit and legacy of 
the largest single-day sporting event in the world, the Indianapolis 500®. Enriching the lives 
of Hoosiers and visitors, 500 Festival events which are mostly free and produced largely by 
volunteers also enhance the image of Indianapolis and Indiana by showcasing the city and 
state’s cultural, educational and social benefits to the world.

Indianapolis is largely defined by the historic Indianapolis 500 and the grand community 
festival that surrounds it. With nearly 50 annual events and programs that impact half a 
million people each year, the 500 Festival fuels the entire magical month of May. With a wide 
variety of programs and events – many of which are free - the 500 Festival makes the month 
of May relevant to all citizens of Indiana. Our mission to enrich lives and positively impact 
our community is wholly inclusive and applies to anyone. 

What started with some forward-thinking civic leaders wanting to incorporate a parade to 
kickoff race weekend in Indianapolis, has evolved over the years leading to new traditions and 
added economic impact, further enhancing the benefits of being home to the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway. While our programs and events promote healthy living and community 
pride, they also have an economic impact on Indianapolis each year. A recent economic 
impact study revealed that each year, 500 Festival events generate $19.7 million in financial 
impact, including $5.5 million of direct spending by out-of-area visitors. With the 500 
Festival producing reoccurring events in Indianapolis since 1957, the overall economic 
benefit to the city since its inception is estimated to be more than $350 million. Based on 
current growth rates, the impact of the 500 Festival is likely to be greater than $210 million 
in this decade (2010-2020) alone. 

In addition to measurements of economic impact in terms of dollars, the 500 Festival in 
2013 created an estimated 215 jobs (15 directly by the organization, 62 from payments to 
vendors and contractors and 138 as a result of visitor spending). Furthermore, the 500 
Festival organization and events generated an estimated $950,000 in additional state and 
local taxes in 2013.

Description and Purpose
There is nothing that represents the state of Indiana culturally quite like the Indianapolis 
500, and our organization is dedicated to enhancing the excitement and pride surrounding 

this world-famous event. The 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500 Education Program, presented 
by Indiana University Health (Education Program), enables our organization to accomplish 
this mission by engaging with Indiana youth from across the state. Working hand-in-hand 
with Indiana’s educators, we provide students with an engaging curriculum that teaches 
Hoosier fourth graders this spectacular aspect of their culture. What’s more, thanks in part to 
the success of the 500 Festival’s larger events like the OneAmerica 500 Festival Mini-Mara-
thon and IPL 500 Festival Parade, we are able to offer the Education Program to Indiana 
elementary schools at no cost. 

This Education Program is more than a field trip. It is a combination of classroom work based 
on carefully structured curriculum and a Study Trip to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® 
that brings the classroom material to life. The program is packed with information including 
Indiana Academic Standard-based lessons, teacher materials and a DVD. This program is 
specifically designed for fourth graders, since that is the year students study Indiana history. 
The lessons meet academic standards for language arts, health, math, science, social stud-
ies, visual arts, physical education, but the 500 Festival believes the greatest take-away for 
the students is knowledge and pride in their home state’s unique cultural tradition.

The 500 Festival is proud of the Education Program and its lasting impact on the state of 
Indiana. This year the program impacted more than 21,000 young lives in 349 schools in 
nearly every county in Indiana. 

Target Audience
The 500 Festival Education Program is designed for Indiana fourth grade students because 
that is the year students study Indiana history. In 2015, the Education Program impacted 
more than 21,000 Indiana students, spanning 349 Indiana schools, reaching nearly all of 
Indiana’s 92 counties. 

Detailed description of curriculum
The classroom curriculum segment of the 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500 Education 
Program, presented by Indiana University Health is “‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500.” This 
curriculum guide is sent to fourth grade teachers at schools that sign up to be a part of the 
program.

“‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500” is an Indiana standards-based curriculum designed for 
fourth grade students to foster an understanding and to develop an appreciation of the 
Indianapolis 500 and the 500 Festival. “‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500” includes language 
arts, math, science, social studies, visual arts, health and physical education lessons. The 
curriculum also includes an assessment for students to showcase their understanding of the 
Indianapolis 500 and the 500 Festival.

The lesson plans take students through six “gears” that represent different areas of study.  

In each gear, students learn how standards-based skills apply to the 500 Festival and IndyCar 
racing while gaining an appreciation for the iconic event.

All schools enrolled in the Education Program receive the following at no cost to the school:
• Indiana Academic Standards-based lesson plans designed to give students an appreciation 
of the events and history of the 500 Festival and Indianapolis 500®.
• The opportunity to attend a Study Trip to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® in April or 
May. Schools enrolled in the in-class portion are not required to participate in a Study Trip. 
Students experience on-site programming designed to incorporate the lessons learned in the class-
room. Schools attending the Study Trips are eligible to apply for a stipend reimbursement to offset 
some of their transportation costs. Study Trip stations include: Flag Station, Health and Nutrition 
Station, Indianapolis Motor Speedway History & Traditions Station, Medical Safety Station, Pagoda 
Experience Station, The Many Careers of IndyCar Station and Science of an IndyCar Station.

Who provided the education and in what setting
The 500 Festival partnered with an educational consultant to oversee the development of the 
curriculum, ensuring that it meets Indiana’s academic standards for fourth grade. The Education 
Program curriculum and its lessons are taught in individual classrooms throughout the state and 
are taught by Indiana’s teachers. Schools from around the state are selected to attend Study Trips 
at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway or to participate in mobile study trips, which take place at their 
own school. Both Study Trips and Mobile Study Trips are intended to provide students with 
hands-on learning experiences. These educational experiences are provided by school staff as well 
as teams of knowledgeable, passionate 500 Festival volunteers as well as members of the 500 
Festival staff. 

Much of the 500 Festival Education Program takes place in each individual classroom with fourth 
grade teachers walking students through the free curriculum that the 500 Festival provides. The 
students work on projects individually and collaborate with other students as they discover the 
significance of the 500 Festival and Indianapolis 500®. The curriculum provides teachers with 
lesson plans and activity sheets to keep students engage and excited.

The Study Trips at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® serve as a one-day enhancement to the 
lessons learned in the classroom. The trips provide an opportunity for the students to see what they 
learned in action. Knowledgeable and passionate volunteers serve as the instructors. These volun-
teers are one of the most vital and delightful aspects of the Education Program. Every year they 
bring incredible expertise and enthusiasm to the Study Trips, so students who are experiencing the 
atmosphere of the Indy 500 for the first time get an exciting glimpse into the Greatest Spectacle in 
Racing and its history.

     

Involvement by local educational institutions and professional education
The Education Program would not be possible without the support of educators from across the 
state. In 2015, 349 local Indiana schools were involved with the program. In addition, professional 
organizations including the Institute for Quality Education, the Indiana Department of Education, 
and The Indiana State Teachers Association all assisted with the Education Program, ensuring that 
their audience of Indiana educators were informed about the program. 

Take-away for attendees
As students learn from these lesson plans we hope that they become engaged in the overall sport 
and the importance the Indy 500 has on the city of Indianapolis. Whether students seek out a 
career in motorsports later in life, or simply become a race fan, this Program allows us to reach 
thousands of eager minds each year; helping us serve our purpose to the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway®.

Duration of Program
December 2014: Deadline for teachers to register their classroom and/or school for the Education 
Program
January 2015: Program materials and curriculum are sent to teachers 
February/March 2015: Classrooms begin the in-class portion of the Education Program. Most 
teachers will time out the start of their classroom’s in-class portion to ensure that the completion of 
the curriculum coincides with their study trip and/or the timing of the Indianapolis 500. 
March 2015: 500 Festival Mobile Study Trips conducted at 10 Indiana schools, delivering a 
hands-on learning experience to 764 Indiana fourth graders
April & May 2015: The 500 Festival and Indianapolis Motor Speedway offered 10 Study Trips for 
classrooms to visit the famed 2.5-mile track (travel to the track is subsidized by the 500 Festival). 
At these Study Trips, students take part in hands-on learning activities, interact with 500 Festival 
volunteers and learn about the history behind the Indianapolis 500.

The Education Program has been an important part of the 500 Festival’s impact since 2004. To 
date, nearly 250,000 Hoosier students have participated in the program. since its inception. In 
addition to the classroom lessons that are sent out each January, 

Tie-in to Main Event
Founded in 1957, the mission of the 500 Festival is to produce life-enriching events and programs 
while celebrating the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 and fostering positive impact on the 
city of Indianapolis and state of Indiana. 

Through the Education Program, we not only celebrate the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 
by teaching fourth grade students about the rich history behind the sport and the place that it 
occurs, but it also teaches students about the spirit behind the 500 Festival and the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway. 

500 FESTIVAL INC.
2

0
15

 I
F

E
A

 P
IN

N
A

C
L

E
 A

W
A

R
D

S
 500 FESTIVAL INC.

500 FESTIVAL INC.
2015 IFEA PINNACLE AWARD NOMINATIONS 
#46 BEST EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM
500 FESTIVAL & INDIANAPOLIS 500 EDUCATION PROGRAM, 
PRESENTED BY INDIANA UNIVERSITY HEALTH

Thanks in part to the success of the 500 Festival’s larger events like the OneAmerica 500 Festival 
Mini-Marathon and IPL 500 Festival Parade, we are able to offer the Education Program to Indiana 
elementary schools at no cost. We are also able to subsizide the travel of schools that visit the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway through our Study Trips and provide Mobile Study Trips to other 
schools at no cost. This ensures that we are able to enrich the lives of thousands of Hoosier 
children, regardless of their physical location or economic status. 

Each year, with the Education Program, the 500 Festival educates thousands of students and 
creates race fans throughout the state of Indiana.

We are able to partner with teachers from across the state to help them enrich their lessons, 
provide students with a truly hands-on, engaging opportunity to learn necessary skills from the 
educational requirements from the state while also teaching them about the importance or racing 
within Indiana’s history and culture, instilling state pride. Finally, we’re able to foster a positive 
impact on the state by enriching he education of Indiana youth at an early age, ensuring that the 
500 Festival is able to deliver a lasting, significant impact beyond the month of May. 

i. Overall revenue/expense budget of program
j. Description of sponsor/charity/volunteer/school/other group involvement with program and 
benefits to each

Sponsor Involvement
The sponsors of the Education Program are: the 500 Festival Foundation, Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway, Indiana University Health, Methodist Health Foundation, AAA Hoosier Motor Club, 
Regions, BKD, LLP and the Verizon IndyCar Series.

The Indianapolis Motor Speedway, as a key sponsor for this program provides the 500 Festival with 
support in creating the free student booklet that is sent to all students who participate, in addition 
to helping update the student curriculum each year. As a partner, all students who participate in a 
Study Trip as part of the Education Program do not pay an admission fee (to the Speedway or to the 
IMS Hall of Fame Museum), making it more affordable for schools from throughout Indiana to 
attend.

In addition to the “Fit to Win” video that is included in the curriculum DVD, Indiana University 
Health hosts the Health & Nutrition Station at all Study Trip dates. The Health & Nutrition Station 
is staffed entirely by IU Health employees volunteering their time with the program. The station 
teaches students to not only get up and get moving, but also how to live a healthy lifestyle, which 
ties into our state’s health initiative.

Regions: Financial literacy is something that is incredibly important to Regions. The 500 Festival 
and Regions partnered to develop a financial literacy-based lesson and station for the Education 
Program curriculum and Study Trips. The 500 Festival and Regions also partnered to identify 20 

schools that would benefit from participating in Regions Scholars & Dollars program. 
Verizon IndyCar Series, in addition to providing bookmarks for all participants in the in-class mail-
ing, the series also secures a show car to be at all Study Trip dates. This allows students to view an 
IndyCar up close and personal, in addition to learning about what makes an IndyCar go fast by 
viewing it from a first-hand experience. 

Description of Volunteer Involvement
In 2015, the 500 Festival utilized more than 500 volunteers for the Education Program. Volunteers 
were utilized for the 10 Study Trips to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway as well as 10 Mobile Study 
Trips to schools throughout Indiana. Volunteers help guide schools throughout the Speedway 
grounds to their different station lessons, as well as teach students at each of the seven education-
al stations. These volunteers were recruited from sponsors, 500 Festival Board Members, and 
throughout the community. 

Overall Effectiveness/Success 
Over the past 3 years, the 500 Festival has been laser focused on expanding the Education 
Program to ensure that as many students as possible are able to participate in this program. The 
effort has truly paid off. Listed below are important numbers comparing the 2012 and 2015 
Education Programs. In addition to the overall growth of the Program, 2015 marked the first time 
that we offered Mobile Study Trips, providing more students with a hands-on learning experience. 
We were able to accommodate 1/3 of the schools that requested a Study Trip but we were unable to 
accommodate. 

Education Program (by the numbers)   2012  2015

Schools Registered     320  349
Returning Schools     269  275
New Schools      51  74
Number of Students Participating in Program 21,646 23,692
Number of Participating Classrooms   860  999
Schools Attending Study Trip    140  127
Number of Students Visiting IMS   8,397  7247
(1 trip cancelled due to weather, would’ve added an additional 13 schools and 848 students)

Number of Study Trip dates    9  10
Number of Mobile Study Trip    0  10
Number of Schools Visited    0  10  
Number of Students Visited    0  764
Final count of # of counties who participated    76

List of counties that DIDN'T participate: Starke, Pulaski, Benton, Carroll, Miami, Whitley, Rush, 
Gibson, Pike, Orange, Spencer, Perry, Scott, Jefferson, Ohio, Switzerland

Any additions to what was sent to classrooms from 2014? : no, items were just updated, including 
the museum history book

In addition to the figures, the feedback the 500 Festival receives from educators serves as inspira-
tion to enhance the overall experience each year.

“I have lived in Indiana my entire life, and I learned things about the 500 from this study! Thank you for 
providing the materials for my students - - they enjoyed learning about the history and traditions of the 
500.” Mrs. Gwen Keaton, Blackhawk Christian School

“The content that comes with the trip, the lessons, DVD, and materials are wonderful and get the kids 
excited about our trip and about racing in general.” 
Teacher response from survey

“My class really liked the trip and had nothing but positive things to say about it. It was great to allow 
them the opportunity to be at the track. Many of my students had never been there before. They really 
liked kissing the bricks!” 
Kim Knippenberg, Zion Lutheran School

“I have enjoyed the 500 study trip and curriculum pieces each year.  I told my fellow 4th grade teachers 
I learn something every year.  I think my favorite station is the heritage and traditions.  I appreciate the 
program and being able to particpate each year.  Please thank the team and volunteers!!” 
Tricia McPherson, Batesville Elementary

“I just wanted to email and say how AWESOME the education program packet was this year. My kids 
are LOVING every activity and all of the information. The DVD is superb and I even took it home to 
show my husband. Thank you again for all of the great materials and I look forward to participating 
next year again!” 
Nancy McDowell, Maple Grove Elementary

Supporting Question
What did you do to update/change this program from the year before? Were your updates/changes 
successful? Please provide measurable results/examples.

Each year, we update the “Gearing Up” Curriculum to make sure the lesson plans, activities and 
worksheets are on par with the state’s in-class Academic Standards as well as the standards set for 
all ISTEP testing (Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational Progress). Keeping that in mind, 
included in our curriculum this year was a close-reading activity which is an activity included in all 
fourth grade ISTEP tests. This activity allows students to develop a better understating of the text 
through text-dependent questions. The close-reading activity that was added was based on the 
Student Information Text that we provide to each participant of the Program.

Addition of lottery system for selection of the 2015 Study Trip Schools
We introduced a lottery system for the selection of schools attending the Study Trips. IN years past, 
this was offered on a first-come-first-filled basis. As a result, many of the schools learned the 
system and were able to time when they submitted their applications, ensuring that their school 
was selected. In turn, this meant that many of the same schools attended Study Trips year-af-
ter-year and that many schools were denied the opportunity to attend. With the lottery system, we 
were able to ensure that all schools had a fair shot at being selected to attend a Study Trip. And, 
new schools were able to be introduced to the experience of a Study Trip. 

Addition of Mobile Study Trips
This year the 500 Festival experienced record interest in the Study Trips for the Education 
Program. To provide the maximum number of Indiana students with an opportunity to engage with 
this storied piece of Indiana history, the 500 Festival added a new option for those schools that 
weren’t selected to attend a Study Trip - Mobile Study Trips. 

The 500 Festival’s Mobile Study Trips bring the Indianapolis Motor Speedway to a school. During 
this two hour program, students experienced six different stations, experiencing many of the same 
lessons that are taught during our Study Trips at the Speedway. The program was offered free of 
charge were conducted in school cafeterias, gyms, and right outside their door.  

Program stations include: 
• Health and Nutrition 
• IMS History and Traditions
• Numbers of the 500
• Driver Equipment
• Flags
• Science of an IndyCar

As part of this program, the 500 Festival provided all necessary resources (including volunteers), 
schools simply needed to provide a location. Students were able to get their picture with an actual 
IndyCar, sign an Indianapolis 500 flag to display in their classroom, and have a hands-on learning 
experience, completing your in-classroom Education Program curriculum. Mobile Study Trips were 
scheduled for March 2015 around each school’s calendar and ISTEP testing period. 
 

Use of Crossroads to ship program materials



Introduction and background of main event 
Founded in 1957, the mission of the 500 Festival is to produce life-enriching events and 
programs while celebrating the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 and fostering posi-
tive impact on the city of Indianapolis and state of Indiana. 

Each year hundreds of thousands of people from around the world embrace the month of May 
in Indianapolis. Last year alone, more than 500,000 people attended nearly 50 events and 
programs produced by the 500 Festival. The 500 Festival celebrates the spirit and legacy of 
the largest single-day sporting event in the world, the Indianapolis 500®. Enriching the lives 
of Hoosiers and visitors, 500 Festival events which are mostly free and produced largely by 
volunteers also enhance the image of Indianapolis and Indiana by showcasing the city and 
state’s cultural, educational and social benefits to the world.

Indianapolis is largely defined by the historic Indianapolis 500 and the grand community 
festival that surrounds it. With nearly 50 annual events and programs that impact half a 
million people each year, the 500 Festival fuels the entire magical month of May. With a wide 
variety of programs and events – many of which are free - the 500 Festival makes the month 
of May relevant to all citizens of Indiana. Our mission to enrich lives and positively impact 
our community is wholly inclusive and applies to anyone. 

What started with some forward-thinking civic leaders wanting to incorporate a parade to 
kickoff race weekend in Indianapolis, has evolved over the years leading to new traditions and 
added economic impact, further enhancing the benefits of being home to the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway. While our programs and events promote healthy living and community 
pride, they also have an economic impact on Indianapolis each year. A recent economic 
impact study revealed that each year, 500 Festival events generate $19.7 million in financial 
impact, including $5.5 million of direct spending by out-of-area visitors. With the 500 
Festival producing reoccurring events in Indianapolis since 1957, the overall economic 
benefit to the city since its inception is estimated to be more than $350 million. Based on 
current growth rates, the impact of the 500 Festival is likely to be greater than $210 million 
in this decade (2010-2020) alone. 

In addition to measurements of economic impact in terms of dollars, the 500 Festival in 
2013 created an estimated 215 jobs (15 directly by the organization, 62 from payments to 
vendors and contractors and 138 as a result of visitor spending). Furthermore, the 500 
Festival organization and events generated an estimated $950,000 in additional state and 
local taxes in 2013.

Description and Purpose
There is nothing that represents the state of Indiana culturally quite like the Indianapolis 
500, and our organization is dedicated to enhancing the excitement and pride surrounding 

this world-famous event. The 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500 Education Program, presented 
by Indiana University Health (Education Program), enables our organization to accomplish 
this mission by engaging with Indiana youth from across the state. Working hand-in-hand 
with Indiana’s educators, we provide students with an engaging curriculum that teaches 
Hoosier fourth graders this spectacular aspect of their culture. What’s more, thanks in part to 
the success of the 500 Festival’s larger events like the OneAmerica 500 Festival Mini-Mara-
thon and IPL 500 Festival Parade, we are able to offer the Education Program to Indiana 
elementary schools at no cost. 

This Education Program is more than a field trip. It is a combination of classroom work based 
on carefully structured curriculum and a Study Trip to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® 
that brings the classroom material to life. The program is packed with information including 
Indiana Academic Standard-based lessons, teacher materials and a DVD. This program is 
specifically designed for fourth graders, since that is the year students study Indiana history. 
The lessons meet academic standards for language arts, health, math, science, social stud-
ies, visual arts, physical education, but the 500 Festival believes the greatest take-away for 
the students is knowledge and pride in their home state’s unique cultural tradition.

The 500 Festival is proud of the Education Program and its lasting impact on the state of 
Indiana. This year the program impacted more than 21,000 young lives in 349 schools in 
nearly every county in Indiana. 

Target Audience
The 500 Festival Education Program is designed for Indiana fourth grade students because 
that is the year students study Indiana history. In 2015, the Education Program impacted 
more than 21,000 Indiana students, spanning 349 Indiana schools, reaching nearly all of 
Indiana’s 92 counties. 

Detailed description of curriculum
The classroom curriculum segment of the 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500 Education 
Program, presented by Indiana University Health is “‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500.” This 
curriculum guide is sent to fourth grade teachers at schools that sign up to be a part of the 
program.

“‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500” is an Indiana standards-based curriculum designed for 
fourth grade students to foster an understanding and to develop an appreciation of the 
Indianapolis 500 and the 500 Festival. “‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500” includes language 
arts, math, science, social studies, visual arts, health and physical education lessons. The 
curriculum also includes an assessment for students to showcase their understanding of the 
Indianapolis 500 and the 500 Festival.

The lesson plans take students through six “gears” that represent different areas of study.  

In each gear, students learn how standards-based skills apply to the 500 Festival and IndyCar 
racing while gaining an appreciation for the iconic event.

All schools enrolled in the Education Program receive the following at no cost to the school:
• Indiana Academic Standards-based lesson plans designed to give students an appreciation 
of the events and history of the 500 Festival and Indianapolis 500®.
• The opportunity to attend a Study Trip to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® in April or 
May. Schools enrolled in the in-class portion are not required to participate in a Study Trip. 
Students experience on-site programming designed to incorporate the lessons learned in the class-
room. Schools attending the Study Trips are eligible to apply for a stipend reimbursement to offset 
some of their transportation costs. Study Trip stations include: Flag Station, Health and Nutrition 
Station, Indianapolis Motor Speedway History & Traditions Station, Medical Safety Station, Pagoda 
Experience Station, The Many Careers of IndyCar Station and Science of an IndyCar Station.

Who provided the education and in what setting
The 500 Festival partnered with an educational consultant to oversee the development of the 
curriculum, ensuring that it meets Indiana’s academic standards for fourth grade. The Education 
Program curriculum and its lessons are taught in individual classrooms throughout the state and 
are taught by Indiana’s teachers. Schools from around the state are selected to attend Study Trips 
at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway or to participate in mobile study trips, which take place at their 
own school. Both Study Trips and Mobile Study Trips are intended to provide students with 
hands-on learning experiences. These educational experiences are provided by school staff as well 
as teams of knowledgeable, passionate 500 Festival volunteers as well as members of the 500 
Festival staff. 

Much of the 500 Festival Education Program takes place in each individual classroom with fourth 
grade teachers walking students through the free curriculum that the 500 Festival provides. The 
students work on projects individually and collaborate with other students as they discover the 
significance of the 500 Festival and Indianapolis 500®. The curriculum provides teachers with 
lesson plans and activity sheets to keep students engage and excited.

The Study Trips at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® serve as a one-day enhancement to the 
lessons learned in the classroom. The trips provide an opportunity for the students to see what they 
learned in action. Knowledgeable and passionate volunteers serve as the instructors. These volun-
teers are one of the most vital and delightful aspects of the Education Program. Every year they 
bring incredible expertise and enthusiasm to the Study Trips, so students who are experiencing the 
atmosphere of the Indy 500 for the first time get an exciting glimpse into the Greatest Spectacle in 
Racing and its history.

     

Involvement by local educational institutions and professional education
The Education Program would not be possible without the support of educators from across the 
state. In 2015, 349 local Indiana schools were involved with the program. In addition, professional 
organizations including the Institute for Quality Education, the Indiana Department of Education, 
and The Indiana State Teachers Association all assisted with the Education Program, ensuring that 
their audience of Indiana educators were informed about the program. 

Take-away for attendees
As students learn from these lesson plans we hope that they become engaged in the overall sport 
and the importance the Indy 500 has on the city of Indianapolis. Whether students seek out a 
career in motorsports later in life, or simply become a race fan, this Program allows us to reach 
thousands of eager minds each year; helping us serve our purpose to the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway®.

Duration of Program
December 2014: Deadline for teachers to register their classroom and/or school for the Education 
Program
January 2015: Program materials and curriculum are sent to teachers 
February/March 2015: Classrooms begin the in-class portion of the Education Program. Most 
teachers will time out the start of their classroom’s in-class portion to ensure that the completion of 
the curriculum coincides with their study trip and/or the timing of the Indianapolis 500. 
March 2015: 500 Festival Mobile Study Trips conducted at 10 Indiana schools, delivering a 
hands-on learning experience to 764 Indiana fourth graders
April & May 2015: The 500 Festival and Indianapolis Motor Speedway offered 10 Study Trips for 
classrooms to visit the famed 2.5-mile track (travel to the track is subsidized by the 500 Festival). 
At these Study Trips, students take part in hands-on learning activities, interact with 500 Festival 
volunteers and learn about the history behind the Indianapolis 500.

The Education Program has been an important part of the 500 Festival’s impact since 2004. To 
date, nearly 250,000 Hoosier students have participated in the program. since its inception. In 
addition to the classroom lessons that are sent out each January, 

Tie-in to Main Event
Founded in 1957, the mission of the 500 Festival is to produce life-enriching events and programs 
while celebrating the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 and fostering positive impact on the 
city of Indianapolis and state of Indiana. 

Through the Education Program, we not only celebrate the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 
by teaching fourth grade students about the rich history behind the sport and the place that it 
occurs, but it also teaches students about the spirit behind the 500 Festival and the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway. 

Thanks in part to the success of the 500 Festival’s larger events like the OneAmerica 500 Festival 
Mini-Marathon and IPL 500 Festival Parade, we are able to offer the Education Program to Indiana 
elementary schools at no cost. We are also able to subsizide the travel of schools that visit the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway through our Study Trips and provide Mobile Study Trips to other 
schools at no cost. This ensures that we are able to enrich the lives of thousands of Hoosier 
children, regardless of their physical location or economic status. 

Each year, with the Education Program, the 500 Festival educates thousands of students and 
creates race fans throughout the state of Indiana.

We are able to partner with teachers from across the state to help them enrich their lessons, 
provide students with a truly hands-on, engaging opportunity to learn necessary skills from the 
educational requirements from the state while also teaching them about the importance or racing 
within Indiana’s history and culture, instilling state pride. Finally, we’re able to foster a positive 
impact on the state by enriching he education of Indiana youth at an early age, ensuring that the 
500 Festival is able to deliver a lasting, significant impact beyond the month of May. 

i. Overall revenue/expense budget of program
j. Description of sponsor/charity/volunteer/school/other group involvement with program and 
benefits to each

Sponsor Involvement
The sponsors of the Education Program are: the 500 Festival Foundation, Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway, Indiana University Health, Methodist Health Foundation, AAA Hoosier Motor Club, 
Regions, BKD, LLP and the Verizon IndyCar Series.

The Indianapolis Motor Speedway, as a key sponsor for this program provides the 500 Festival with 
support in creating the free student booklet that is sent to all students who participate, in addition 
to helping update the student curriculum each year. As a partner, all students who participate in a 
Study Trip as part of the Education Program do not pay an admission fee (to the Speedway or to the 
IMS Hall of Fame Museum), making it more affordable for schools from throughout Indiana to 
attend.

In addition to the “Fit to Win” video that is included in the curriculum DVD, Indiana University 
Health hosts the Health & Nutrition Station at all Study Trip dates. The Health & Nutrition Station 
is staffed entirely by IU Health employees volunteering their time with the program. The station 
teaches students to not only get up and get moving, but also how to live a healthy lifestyle, which 
ties into our state’s health initiative.

Regions: Financial literacy is something that is incredibly important to Regions. The 500 Festival 
and Regions partnered to develop a financial literacy-based lesson and station for the Education 
Program curriculum and Study Trips. The 500 Festival and Regions also partnered to identify 20 
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schools that would benefit from participating in Regions Scholars & Dollars program. 
Verizon IndyCar Series, in addition to providing bookmarks for all participants in the in-class mail-
ing, the series also secures a show car to be at all Study Trip dates. This allows students to view an 
IndyCar up close and personal, in addition to learning about what makes an IndyCar go fast by 
viewing it from a first-hand experience. 

Description of Volunteer Involvement
In 2015, the 500 Festival utilized more than 500 volunteers for the Education Program. Volunteers 
were utilized for the 10 Study Trips to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway as well as 10 Mobile Study 
Trips to schools throughout Indiana. Volunteers help guide schools throughout the Speedway 
grounds to their different station lessons, as well as teach students at each of the seven education-
al stations. These volunteers were recruited from sponsors, 500 Festival Board Members, and 
throughout the community. 

Overall Effectiveness/Success 
Over the past 3 years, the 500 Festival has been laser focused on expanding the Education 
Program to ensure that as many students as possible are able to participate in this program. The 
effort has truly paid off. Listed below are important numbers comparing the 2012 and 2015 
Education Programs. In addition to the overall growth of the Program, 2015 marked the first time 
that we offered Mobile Study Trips, providing more students with a hands-on learning experience. 
We were able to accommodate 1/3 of the schools that requested a Study Trip but we were unable to 
accommodate. 

Education Program (by the numbers)   2012  2015

Schools Registered     320  349
Returning Schools     269  275
New Schools      51  74
Number of Students Participating in Program 21,646 23,692
Number of Participating Classrooms   860  999
Schools Attending Study Trip    140  127
Number of Students Visiting IMS   8,397  7247
(1 trip cancelled due to weather, would’ve added an additional 13 schools and 848 students)

Number of Study Trip dates    9  10
Number of Mobile Study Trip    0  10
Number of Schools Visited    0  10  
Number of Students Visited    0  764
Final count of # of counties who participated    76

List of counties that DIDN'T participate: Starke, Pulaski, Benton, Carroll, Miami, Whitley, Rush, 
Gibson, Pike, Orange, Spencer, Perry, Scott, Jefferson, Ohio, Switzerland

Any additions to what was sent to classrooms from 2014? : no, items were just updated, including 
the museum history book

In addition to the figures, the feedback the 500 Festival receives from educators serves as inspira-
tion to enhance the overall experience each year.

“I have lived in Indiana my entire life, and I learned things about the 500 from this study! Thank you for 
providing the materials for my students - - they enjoyed learning about the history and traditions of the 
500.” Mrs. Gwen Keaton, Blackhawk Christian School

“The content that comes with the trip, the lessons, DVD, and materials are wonderful and get the kids 
excited about our trip and about racing in general.” 
Teacher response from survey

“My class really liked the trip and had nothing but positive things to say about it. It was great to allow 
them the opportunity to be at the track. Many of my students had never been there before. They really 
liked kissing the bricks!” 
Kim Knippenberg, Zion Lutheran School

“I have enjoyed the 500 study trip and curriculum pieces each year.  I told my fellow 4th grade teachers 
I learn something every year.  I think my favorite station is the heritage and traditions.  I appreciate the 
program and being able to particpate each year.  Please thank the team and volunteers!!” 
Tricia McPherson, Batesville Elementary

“I just wanted to email and say how AWESOME the education program packet was this year. My kids 
are LOVING every activity and all of the information. The DVD is superb and I even took it home to 
show my husband. Thank you again for all of the great materials and I look forward to participating 
next year again!” 
Nancy McDowell, Maple Grove Elementary

Supporting Question
What did you do to update/change this program from the year before? Were your updates/changes 
successful? Please provide measurable results/examples.

Each year, we update the “Gearing Up” Curriculum to make sure the lesson plans, activities and 
worksheets are on par with the state’s in-class Academic Standards as well as the standards set for 
all ISTEP testing (Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational Progress). Keeping that in mind, 
included in our curriculum this year was a close-reading activity which is an activity included in all 
fourth grade ISTEP tests. This activity allows students to develop a better understating of the text 
through text-dependent questions. The close-reading activity that was added was based on the 
Student Information Text that we provide to each participant of the Program.

Addition of lottery system for selection of the 2015 Study Trip Schools
We introduced a lottery system for the selection of schools attending the Study Trips. IN years past, 
this was offered on a first-come-first-filled basis. As a result, many of the schools learned the 
system and were able to time when they submitted their applications, ensuring that their school 
was selected. In turn, this meant that many of the same schools attended Study Trips year-af-
ter-year and that many schools were denied the opportunity to attend. With the lottery system, we 
were able to ensure that all schools had a fair shot at being selected to attend a Study Trip. And, 
new schools were able to be introduced to the experience of a Study Trip. 

Addition of Mobile Study Trips
This year the 500 Festival experienced record interest in the Study Trips for the Education 
Program. To provide the maximum number of Indiana students with an opportunity to engage with 
this storied piece of Indiana history, the 500 Festival added a new option for those schools that 
weren’t selected to attend a Study Trip - Mobile Study Trips. 

The 500 Festival’s Mobile Study Trips bring the Indianapolis Motor Speedway to a school. During 
this two hour program, students experienced six different stations, experiencing many of the same 
lessons that are taught during our Study Trips at the Speedway. The program was offered free of 
charge were conducted in school cafeterias, gyms, and right outside their door.  

Program stations include: 
• Health and Nutrition 
• IMS History and Traditions
• Numbers of the 500
• Driver Equipment
• Flags
• Science of an IndyCar

As part of this program, the 500 Festival provided all necessary resources (including volunteers), 
schools simply needed to provide a location. Students were able to get their picture with an actual 
IndyCar, sign an Indianapolis 500 flag to display in their classroom, and have a hands-on learning 
experience, completing your in-classroom Education Program curriculum. Mobile Study Trips were 
scheduled for March 2015 around each school’s calendar and ISTEP testing period. 
 

Use of Crossroads to ship program materials



Introduction and background of main event 
Founded in 1957, the mission of the 500 Festival is to produce life-enriching events and 
programs while celebrating the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 and fostering posi-
tive impact on the city of Indianapolis and state of Indiana. 

Each year hundreds of thousands of people from around the world embrace the month of May 
in Indianapolis. Last year alone, more than 500,000 people attended nearly 50 events and 
programs produced by the 500 Festival. The 500 Festival celebrates the spirit and legacy of 
the largest single-day sporting event in the world, the Indianapolis 500®. Enriching the lives 
of Hoosiers and visitors, 500 Festival events which are mostly free and produced largely by 
volunteers also enhance the image of Indianapolis and Indiana by showcasing the city and 
state’s cultural, educational and social benefits to the world.

Indianapolis is largely defined by the historic Indianapolis 500 and the grand community 
festival that surrounds it. With nearly 50 annual events and programs that impact half a 
million people each year, the 500 Festival fuels the entire magical month of May. With a wide 
variety of programs and events – many of which are free - the 500 Festival makes the month 
of May relevant to all citizens of Indiana. Our mission to enrich lives and positively impact 
our community is wholly inclusive and applies to anyone. 

What started with some forward-thinking civic leaders wanting to incorporate a parade to 
kickoff race weekend in Indianapolis, has evolved over the years leading to new traditions and 
added economic impact, further enhancing the benefits of being home to the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway. While our programs and events promote healthy living and community 
pride, they also have an economic impact on Indianapolis each year. A recent economic 
impact study revealed that each year, 500 Festival events generate $19.7 million in financial 
impact, including $5.5 million of direct spending by out-of-area visitors. With the 500 
Festival producing reoccurring events in Indianapolis since 1957, the overall economic 
benefit to the city since its inception is estimated to be more than $350 million. Based on 
current growth rates, the impact of the 500 Festival is likely to be greater than $210 million 
in this decade (2010-2020) alone. 

In addition to measurements of economic impact in terms of dollars, the 500 Festival in 
2013 created an estimated 215 jobs (15 directly by the organization, 62 from payments to 
vendors and contractors and 138 as a result of visitor spending). Furthermore, the 500 
Festival organization and events generated an estimated $950,000 in additional state and 
local taxes in 2013.

Description and Purpose
There is nothing that represents the state of Indiana culturally quite like the Indianapolis 
500, and our organization is dedicated to enhancing the excitement and pride surrounding 

this world-famous event. The 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500 Education Program, presented 
by Indiana University Health (Education Program), enables our organization to accomplish 
this mission by engaging with Indiana youth from across the state. Working hand-in-hand 
with Indiana’s educators, we provide students with an engaging curriculum that teaches 
Hoosier fourth graders this spectacular aspect of their culture. What’s more, thanks in part to 
the success of the 500 Festival’s larger events like the OneAmerica 500 Festival Mini-Mara-
thon and IPL 500 Festival Parade, we are able to offer the Education Program to Indiana 
elementary schools at no cost. 

This Education Program is more than a field trip. It is a combination of classroom work based 
on carefully structured curriculum and a Study Trip to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® 
that brings the classroom material to life. The program is packed with information including 
Indiana Academic Standard-based lessons, teacher materials and a DVD. This program is 
specifically designed for fourth graders, since that is the year students study Indiana history. 
The lessons meet academic standards for language arts, health, math, science, social stud-
ies, visual arts, physical education, but the 500 Festival believes the greatest take-away for 
the students is knowledge and pride in their home state’s unique cultural tradition.

The 500 Festival is proud of the Education Program and its lasting impact on the state of 
Indiana. This year the program impacted more than 21,000 young lives in 349 schools in 
nearly every county in Indiana. 

Target Audience
The 500 Festival Education Program is designed for Indiana fourth grade students because 
that is the year students study Indiana history. In 2015, the Education Program impacted 
more than 21,000 Indiana students, spanning 349 Indiana schools, reaching nearly all of 
Indiana’s 92 counties. 

Detailed description of curriculum
The classroom curriculum segment of the 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500 Education 
Program, presented by Indiana University Health is “‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500.” This 
curriculum guide is sent to fourth grade teachers at schools that sign up to be a part of the 
program.

“‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500” is an Indiana standards-based curriculum designed for 
fourth grade students to foster an understanding and to develop an appreciation of the 
Indianapolis 500 and the 500 Festival. “‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500” includes language 
arts, math, science, social studies, visual arts, health and physical education lessons. The 
curriculum also includes an assessment for students to showcase their understanding of the 
Indianapolis 500 and the 500 Festival.

The lesson plans take students through six “gears” that represent different areas of study.  

In each gear, students learn how standards-based skills apply to the 500 Festival and IndyCar 
racing while gaining an appreciation for the iconic event.

All schools enrolled in the Education Program receive the following at no cost to the school:
• Indiana Academic Standards-based lesson plans designed to give students an appreciation 
of the events and history of the 500 Festival and Indianapolis 500®.
• The opportunity to attend a Study Trip to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® in April or 
May. Schools enrolled in the in-class portion are not required to participate in a Study Trip. 
Students experience on-site programming designed to incorporate the lessons learned in the class-
room. Schools attending the Study Trips are eligible to apply for a stipend reimbursement to offset 
some of their transportation costs. Study Trip stations include: Flag Station, Health and Nutrition 
Station, Indianapolis Motor Speedway History & Traditions Station, Medical Safety Station, Pagoda 
Experience Station, The Many Careers of IndyCar Station and Science of an IndyCar Station.

Who provided the education and in what setting
The 500 Festival partnered with an educational consultant to oversee the development of the 
curriculum, ensuring that it meets Indiana’s academic standards for fourth grade. The Education 
Program curriculum and its lessons are taught in individual classrooms throughout the state and 
are taught by Indiana’s teachers. Schools from around the state are selected to attend Study Trips 
at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway or to participate in mobile study trips, which take place at their 
own school. Both Study Trips and Mobile Study Trips are intended to provide students with 
hands-on learning experiences. These educational experiences are provided by school staff as well 
as teams of knowledgeable, passionate 500 Festival volunteers as well as members of the 500 
Festival staff. 

Much of the 500 Festival Education Program takes place in each individual classroom with fourth 
grade teachers walking students through the free curriculum that the 500 Festival provides. The 
students work on projects individually and collaborate with other students as they discover the 
significance of the 500 Festival and Indianapolis 500®. The curriculum provides teachers with 
lesson plans and activity sheets to keep students engage and excited.

The Study Trips at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® serve as a one-day enhancement to the 
lessons learned in the classroom. The trips provide an opportunity for the students to see what they 
learned in action. Knowledgeable and passionate volunteers serve as the instructors. These volun-
teers are one of the most vital and delightful aspects of the Education Program. Every year they 
bring incredible expertise and enthusiasm to the Study Trips, so students who are experiencing the 
atmosphere of the Indy 500 for the first time get an exciting glimpse into the Greatest Spectacle in 
Racing and its history.

     

Involvement by local educational institutions and professional education
The Education Program would not be possible without the support of educators from across the 
state. In 2015, 349 local Indiana schools were involved with the program. In addition, professional 
organizations including the Institute for Quality Education, the Indiana Department of Education, 
and The Indiana State Teachers Association all assisted with the Education Program, ensuring that 
their audience of Indiana educators were informed about the program. 

Take-away for attendees
As students learn from these lesson plans we hope that they become engaged in the overall sport 
and the importance the Indy 500 has on the city of Indianapolis. Whether students seek out a 
career in motorsports later in life, or simply become a race fan, this Program allows us to reach 
thousands of eager minds each year; helping us serve our purpose to the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway®.

Duration of Program
December 2014: Deadline for teachers to register their classroom and/or school for the Education 
Program
January 2015: Program materials and curriculum are sent to teachers 
February/March 2015: Classrooms begin the in-class portion of the Education Program. Most 
teachers will time out the start of their classroom’s in-class portion to ensure that the completion of 
the curriculum coincides with their study trip and/or the timing of the Indianapolis 500. 
March 2015: 500 Festival Mobile Study Trips conducted at 10 Indiana schools, delivering a 
hands-on learning experience to 764 Indiana fourth graders
April & May 2015: The 500 Festival and Indianapolis Motor Speedway offered 10 Study Trips for 
classrooms to visit the famed 2.5-mile track (travel to the track is subsidized by the 500 Festival). 
At these Study Trips, students take part in hands-on learning activities, interact with 500 Festival 
volunteers and learn about the history behind the Indianapolis 500.

The Education Program has been an important part of the 500 Festival’s impact since 2004. To 
date, nearly 250,000 Hoosier students have participated in the program. since its inception. In 
addition to the classroom lessons that are sent out each January, 

Tie-in to Main Event
Founded in 1957, the mission of the 500 Festival is to produce life-enriching events and programs 
while celebrating the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 and fostering positive impact on the 
city of Indianapolis and state of Indiana. 

Through the Education Program, we not only celebrate the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 
by teaching fourth grade students about the rich history behind the sport and the place that it 
occurs, but it also teaches students about the spirit behind the 500 Festival and the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway. 

Thanks in part to the success of the 500 Festival’s larger events like the OneAmerica 500 Festival 
Mini-Marathon and IPL 500 Festival Parade, we are able to offer the Education Program to Indiana 
elementary schools at no cost. We are also able to subsizide the travel of schools that visit the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway through our Study Trips and provide Mobile Study Trips to other 
schools at no cost. This ensures that we are able to enrich the lives of thousands of Hoosier 
children, regardless of their physical location or economic status. 

Each year, with the Education Program, the 500 Festival educates thousands of students and 
creates race fans throughout the state of Indiana.

We are able to partner with teachers from across the state to help them enrich their lessons, 
provide students with a truly hands-on, engaging opportunity to learn necessary skills from the 
educational requirements from the state while also teaching them about the importance or racing 
within Indiana’s history and culture, instilling state pride. Finally, we’re able to foster a positive 
impact on the state by enriching he education of Indiana youth at an early age, ensuring that the 
500 Festival is able to deliver a lasting, significant impact beyond the month of May. 

i. Overall revenue/expense budget of program
j. Description of sponsor/charity/volunteer/school/other group involvement with program and 
benefits to each

Sponsor Involvement
The sponsors of the Education Program are: the 500 Festival Foundation, Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway, Indiana University Health, Methodist Health Foundation, AAA Hoosier Motor Club, 
Regions, BKD, LLP and the Verizon IndyCar Series.

The Indianapolis Motor Speedway, as a key sponsor for this program provides the 500 Festival with 
support in creating the free student booklet that is sent to all students who participate, in addition 
to helping update the student curriculum each year. As a partner, all students who participate in a 
Study Trip as part of the Education Program do not pay an admission fee (to the Speedway or to the 
IMS Hall of Fame Museum), making it more affordable for schools from throughout Indiana to 
attend.

In addition to the “Fit to Win” video that is included in the curriculum DVD, Indiana University 
Health hosts the Health & Nutrition Station at all Study Trip dates. The Health & Nutrition Station 
is staffed entirely by IU Health employees volunteering their time with the program. The station 
teaches students to not only get up and get moving, but also how to live a healthy lifestyle, which 
ties into our state’s health initiative.

Regions: Financial literacy is something that is incredibly important to Regions. The 500 Festival 
and Regions partnered to develop a financial literacy-based lesson and station for the Education 
Program curriculum and Study Trips. The 500 Festival and Regions also partnered to identify 20 

schools that would benefit from participating in Regions Scholars & Dollars program. 
Verizon IndyCar Series, in addition to providing bookmarks for all participants in the in-class mail-
ing, the series also secures a show car to be at all Study Trip dates. This allows students to view an 
IndyCar up close and personal, in addition to learning about what makes an IndyCar go fast by 
viewing it from a first-hand experience. 

Description of Volunteer Involvement
In 2015, the 500 Festival utilized more than 500 volunteers for the Education Program. Volunteers 
were utilized for the 10 Study Trips to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway as well as 10 Mobile Study 
Trips to schools throughout Indiana. Volunteers help guide schools throughout the Speedway 
grounds to their different station lessons, as well as teach students at each of the seven education-
al stations. These volunteers were recruited from sponsors, 500 Festival Board Members, and 
throughout the community. 

Overall Effectiveness/Success 
Over the past 3 years, the 500 Festival has been laser focused on expanding the Education 
Program to ensure that as many students as possible are able to participate in this program. The 
effort has truly paid off. Listed below are important numbers comparing the 2012 and 2015 
Education Programs. In addition to the overall growth of the Program, 2015 marked the first time 
that we offered Mobile Study Trips, providing more students with a hands-on learning experience. 
We were able to accommodate 1/3 of the schools that requested a Study Trip but we were unable to 
accommodate. 

Education Program (by the numbers)   2012  2015

Schools Registered     320  349
Returning Schools     269  275
New Schools      51  74
Number of Students Participating in Program 21,646 23,692
Number of Participating Classrooms   860  999
Schools Attending Study Trip    140  127
Number of Students Visiting IMS   8,397  7247
(1 trip cancelled due to weather, would’ve added an additional 13 schools and 848 students)

Number of Study Trip dates    9  10
Number of Mobile Study Trip    0  10
Number of Schools Visited    0  10  
Number of Students Visited    0  764
Final count of # of counties who participated    76

List of counties that DIDN'T participate: Starke, Pulaski, Benton, Carroll, Miami, Whitley, Rush, 
Gibson, Pike, Orange, Spencer, Perry, Scott, Jefferson, Ohio, Switzerland
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Any additions to what was sent to classrooms from 2014? : no, items were just updated, including 
the museum history book

In addition to the figures, the feedback the 500 Festival receives from educators serves as inspira-
tion to enhance the overall experience each year.

“I have lived in Indiana my entire life, and I learned things about the 500 from this study! Thank you for 
providing the materials for my students - - they enjoyed learning about the history and traditions of the 
500.” Mrs. Gwen Keaton, Blackhawk Christian School

“The content that comes with the trip, the lessons, DVD, and materials are wonderful and get the kids 
excited about our trip and about racing in general.” 
Teacher response from survey

“My class really liked the trip and had nothing but positive things to say about it. It was great to allow 
them the opportunity to be at the track. Many of my students had never been there before. They really 
liked kissing the bricks!” 
Kim Knippenberg, Zion Lutheran School

“I have enjoyed the 500 study trip and curriculum pieces each year.  I told my fellow 4th grade teachers 
I learn something every year.  I think my favorite station is the heritage and traditions.  I appreciate the 
program and being able to particpate each year.  Please thank the team and volunteers!!” 
Tricia McPherson, Batesville Elementary

“I just wanted to email and say how AWESOME the education program packet was this year. My kids 
are LOVING every activity and all of the information. The DVD is superb and I even took it home to 
show my husband. Thank you again for all of the great materials and I look forward to participating 
next year again!” 
Nancy McDowell, Maple Grove Elementary

Supporting Question
What did you do to update/change this program from the year before? Were your updates/changes 
successful? Please provide measurable results/examples.

Each year, we update the “Gearing Up” Curriculum to make sure the lesson plans, activities and 
worksheets are on par with the state’s in-class Academic Standards as well as the standards set for 
all ISTEP testing (Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational Progress). Keeping that in mind, 
included in our curriculum this year was a close-reading activity which is an activity included in all 
fourth grade ISTEP tests. This activity allows students to develop a better understating of the text 
through text-dependent questions. The close-reading activity that was added was based on the 
Student Information Text that we provide to each participant of the Program.

Addition of lottery system for selection of the 2015 Study Trip Schools
We introduced a lottery system for the selection of schools attending the Study Trips. IN years past, 
this was offered on a first-come-first-filled basis. As a result, many of the schools learned the 
system and were able to time when they submitted their applications, ensuring that their school 
was selected. In turn, this meant that many of the same schools attended Study Trips year-af-
ter-year and that many schools were denied the opportunity to attend. With the lottery system, we 
were able to ensure that all schools had a fair shot at being selected to attend a Study Trip. And, 
new schools were able to be introduced to the experience of a Study Trip. 

Addition of Mobile Study Trips
This year the 500 Festival experienced record interest in the Study Trips for the Education 
Program. To provide the maximum number of Indiana students with an opportunity to engage with 
this storied piece of Indiana history, the 500 Festival added a new option for those schools that 
weren’t selected to attend a Study Trip - Mobile Study Trips. 

The 500 Festival’s Mobile Study Trips bring the Indianapolis Motor Speedway to a school. During 
this two hour program, students experienced six different stations, experiencing many of the same 
lessons that are taught during our Study Trips at the Speedway. The program was offered free of 
charge were conducted in school cafeterias, gyms, and right outside their door.  

Program stations include: 
• Health and Nutrition 
• IMS History and Traditions
• Numbers of the 500
• Driver Equipment
• Flags
• Science of an IndyCar

As part of this program, the 500 Festival provided all necessary resources (including volunteers), 
schools simply needed to provide a location. Students were able to get their picture with an actual 
IndyCar, sign an Indianapolis 500 flag to display in their classroom, and have a hands-on learning 
experience, completing your in-classroom Education Program curriculum. Mobile Study Trips were 
scheduled for March 2015 around each school’s calendar and ISTEP testing period. 
 

Use of Crossroads to ship program materials



Introduction and background of main event 
Founded in 1957, the mission of the 500 Festival is to produce life-enriching events and 
programs while celebrating the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 and fostering posi-
tive impact on the city of Indianapolis and state of Indiana. 

Each year hundreds of thousands of people from around the world embrace the month of May 
in Indianapolis. Last year alone, more than 500,000 people attended nearly 50 events and 
programs produced by the 500 Festival. The 500 Festival celebrates the spirit and legacy of 
the largest single-day sporting event in the world, the Indianapolis 500®. Enriching the lives 
of Hoosiers and visitors, 500 Festival events which are mostly free and produced largely by 
volunteers also enhance the image of Indianapolis and Indiana by showcasing the city and 
state’s cultural, educational and social benefits to the world.

Indianapolis is largely defined by the historic Indianapolis 500 and the grand community 
festival that surrounds it. With nearly 50 annual events and programs that impact half a 
million people each year, the 500 Festival fuels the entire magical month of May. With a wide 
variety of programs and events – many of which are free - the 500 Festival makes the month 
of May relevant to all citizens of Indiana. Our mission to enrich lives and positively impact 
our community is wholly inclusive and applies to anyone. 

What started with some forward-thinking civic leaders wanting to incorporate a parade to 
kickoff race weekend in Indianapolis, has evolved over the years leading to new traditions and 
added economic impact, further enhancing the benefits of being home to the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway. While our programs and events promote healthy living and community 
pride, they also have an economic impact on Indianapolis each year. A recent economic 
impact study revealed that each year, 500 Festival events generate $19.7 million in financial 
impact, including $5.5 million of direct spending by out-of-area visitors. With the 500 
Festival producing reoccurring events in Indianapolis since 1957, the overall economic 
benefit to the city since its inception is estimated to be more than $350 million. Based on 
current growth rates, the impact of the 500 Festival is likely to be greater than $210 million 
in this decade (2010-2020) alone. 

In addition to measurements of economic impact in terms of dollars, the 500 Festival in 
2013 created an estimated 215 jobs (15 directly by the organization, 62 from payments to 
vendors and contractors and 138 as a result of visitor spending). Furthermore, the 500 
Festival organization and events generated an estimated $950,000 in additional state and 
local taxes in 2013.

Description and Purpose
There is nothing that represents the state of Indiana culturally quite like the Indianapolis 
500, and our organization is dedicated to enhancing the excitement and pride surrounding 

this world-famous event. The 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500 Education Program, presented 
by Indiana University Health (Education Program), enables our organization to accomplish 
this mission by engaging with Indiana youth from across the state. Working hand-in-hand 
with Indiana’s educators, we provide students with an engaging curriculum that teaches 
Hoosier fourth graders this spectacular aspect of their culture. What’s more, thanks in part to 
the success of the 500 Festival’s larger events like the OneAmerica 500 Festival Mini-Mara-
thon and IPL 500 Festival Parade, we are able to offer the Education Program to Indiana 
elementary schools at no cost. 

This Education Program is more than a field trip. It is a combination of classroom work based 
on carefully structured curriculum and a Study Trip to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® 
that brings the classroom material to life. The program is packed with information including 
Indiana Academic Standard-based lessons, teacher materials and a DVD. This program is 
specifically designed for fourth graders, since that is the year students study Indiana history. 
The lessons meet academic standards for language arts, health, math, science, social stud-
ies, visual arts, physical education, but the 500 Festival believes the greatest take-away for 
the students is knowledge and pride in their home state’s unique cultural tradition.

The 500 Festival is proud of the Education Program and its lasting impact on the state of 
Indiana. This year the program impacted more than 21,000 young lives in 349 schools in 
nearly every county in Indiana. 

Target Audience
The 500 Festival Education Program is designed for Indiana fourth grade students because 
that is the year students study Indiana history. In 2015, the Education Program impacted 
more than 21,000 Indiana students, spanning 349 Indiana schools, reaching nearly all of 
Indiana’s 92 counties. 

Detailed description of curriculum
The classroom curriculum segment of the 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500 Education 
Program, presented by Indiana University Health is “‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500.” This 
curriculum guide is sent to fourth grade teachers at schools that sign up to be a part of the 
program.

“‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500” is an Indiana standards-based curriculum designed for 
fourth grade students to foster an understanding and to develop an appreciation of the 
Indianapolis 500 and the 500 Festival. “‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500” includes language 
arts, math, science, social studies, visual arts, health and physical education lessons. The 
curriculum also includes an assessment for students to showcase their understanding of the 
Indianapolis 500 and the 500 Festival.

The lesson plans take students through six “gears” that represent different areas of study.  

In each gear, students learn how standards-based skills apply to the 500 Festival and IndyCar 
racing while gaining an appreciation for the iconic event.

All schools enrolled in the Education Program receive the following at no cost to the school:
• Indiana Academic Standards-based lesson plans designed to give students an appreciation 
of the events and history of the 500 Festival and Indianapolis 500®.
• The opportunity to attend a Study Trip to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® in April or 
May. Schools enrolled in the in-class portion are not required to participate in a Study Trip. 
Students experience on-site programming designed to incorporate the lessons learned in the class-
room. Schools attending the Study Trips are eligible to apply for a stipend reimbursement to offset 
some of their transportation costs. Study Trip stations include: Flag Station, Health and Nutrition 
Station, Indianapolis Motor Speedway History & Traditions Station, Medical Safety Station, Pagoda 
Experience Station, The Many Careers of IndyCar Station and Science of an IndyCar Station.

Who provided the education and in what setting
The 500 Festival partnered with an educational consultant to oversee the development of the 
curriculum, ensuring that it meets Indiana’s academic standards for fourth grade. The Education 
Program curriculum and its lessons are taught in individual classrooms throughout the state and 
are taught by Indiana’s teachers. Schools from around the state are selected to attend Study Trips 
at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway or to participate in mobile study trips, which take place at their 
own school. Both Study Trips and Mobile Study Trips are intended to provide students with 
hands-on learning experiences. These educational experiences are provided by school staff as well 
as teams of knowledgeable, passionate 500 Festival volunteers as well as members of the 500 
Festival staff. 

Much of the 500 Festival Education Program takes place in each individual classroom with fourth 
grade teachers walking students through the free curriculum that the 500 Festival provides. The 
students work on projects individually and collaborate with other students as they discover the 
significance of the 500 Festival and Indianapolis 500®. The curriculum provides teachers with 
lesson plans and activity sheets to keep students engage and excited.

The Study Trips at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® serve as a one-day enhancement to the 
lessons learned in the classroom. The trips provide an opportunity for the students to see what they 
learned in action. Knowledgeable and passionate volunteers serve as the instructors. These volun-
teers are one of the most vital and delightful aspects of the Education Program. Every year they 
bring incredible expertise and enthusiasm to the Study Trips, so students who are experiencing the 
atmosphere of the Indy 500 for the first time get an exciting glimpse into the Greatest Spectacle in 
Racing and its history.

     

Involvement by local educational institutions and professional education
The Education Program would not be possible without the support of educators from across the 
state. In 2015, 349 local Indiana schools were involved with the program. In addition, professional 
organizations including the Institute for Quality Education, the Indiana Department of Education, 
and The Indiana State Teachers Association all assisted with the Education Program, ensuring that 
their audience of Indiana educators were informed about the program. 

Take-away for attendees
As students learn from these lesson plans we hope that they become engaged in the overall sport 
and the importance the Indy 500 has on the city of Indianapolis. Whether students seek out a 
career in motorsports later in life, or simply become a race fan, this Program allows us to reach 
thousands of eager minds each year; helping us serve our purpose to the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway®.

Duration of Program
December 2014: Deadline for teachers to register their classroom and/or school for the Education 
Program
January 2015: Program materials and curriculum are sent to teachers 
February/March 2015: Classrooms begin the in-class portion of the Education Program. Most 
teachers will time out the start of their classroom’s in-class portion to ensure that the completion of 
the curriculum coincides with their study trip and/or the timing of the Indianapolis 500. 
March 2015: 500 Festival Mobile Study Trips conducted at 10 Indiana schools, delivering a 
hands-on learning experience to 764 Indiana fourth graders
April & May 2015: The 500 Festival and Indianapolis Motor Speedway offered 10 Study Trips for 
classrooms to visit the famed 2.5-mile track (travel to the track is subsidized by the 500 Festival). 
At these Study Trips, students take part in hands-on learning activities, interact with 500 Festival 
volunteers and learn about the history behind the Indianapolis 500.

The Education Program has been an important part of the 500 Festival’s impact since 2004. To 
date, nearly 250,000 Hoosier students have participated in the program. since its inception. In 
addition to the classroom lessons that are sent out each January, 

Tie-in to Main Event
Founded in 1957, the mission of the 500 Festival is to produce life-enriching events and programs 
while celebrating the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 and fostering positive impact on the 
city of Indianapolis and state of Indiana. 

Through the Education Program, we not only celebrate the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 
by teaching fourth grade students about the rich history behind the sport and the place that it 
occurs, but it also teaches students about the spirit behind the 500 Festival and the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway. 

Thanks in part to the success of the 500 Festival’s larger events like the OneAmerica 500 Festival 
Mini-Marathon and IPL 500 Festival Parade, we are able to offer the Education Program to Indiana 
elementary schools at no cost. We are also able to subsizide the travel of schools that visit the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway through our Study Trips and provide Mobile Study Trips to other 
schools at no cost. This ensures that we are able to enrich the lives of thousands of Hoosier 
children, regardless of their physical location or economic status. 

Each year, with the Education Program, the 500 Festival educates thousands of students and 
creates race fans throughout the state of Indiana.

We are able to partner with teachers from across the state to help them enrich their lessons, 
provide students with a truly hands-on, engaging opportunity to learn necessary skills from the 
educational requirements from the state while also teaching them about the importance or racing 
within Indiana’s history and culture, instilling state pride. Finally, we’re able to foster a positive 
impact on the state by enriching he education of Indiana youth at an early age, ensuring that the 
500 Festival is able to deliver a lasting, significant impact beyond the month of May. 

i. Overall revenue/expense budget of program
j. Description of sponsor/charity/volunteer/school/other group involvement with program and 
benefits to each

Sponsor Involvement
The sponsors of the Education Program are: the 500 Festival Foundation, Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway, Indiana University Health, Methodist Health Foundation, AAA Hoosier Motor Club, 
Regions, BKD, LLP and the Verizon IndyCar Series.

The Indianapolis Motor Speedway, as a key sponsor for this program provides the 500 Festival with 
support in creating the free student booklet that is sent to all students who participate, in addition 
to helping update the student curriculum each year. As a partner, all students who participate in a 
Study Trip as part of the Education Program do not pay an admission fee (to the Speedway or to the 
IMS Hall of Fame Museum), making it more affordable for schools from throughout Indiana to 
attend.

In addition to the “Fit to Win” video that is included in the curriculum DVD, Indiana University 
Health hosts the Health & Nutrition Station at all Study Trip dates. The Health & Nutrition Station 
is staffed entirely by IU Health employees volunteering their time with the program. The station 
teaches students to not only get up and get moving, but also how to live a healthy lifestyle, which 
ties into our state’s health initiative.

Regions: Financial literacy is something that is incredibly important to Regions. The 500 Festival 
and Regions partnered to develop a financial literacy-based lesson and station for the Education 
Program curriculum and Study Trips. The 500 Festival and Regions also partnered to identify 20 

schools that would benefit from participating in Regions Scholars & Dollars program. 
Verizon IndyCar Series, in addition to providing bookmarks for all participants in the in-class mail-
ing, the series also secures a show car to be at all Study Trip dates. This allows students to view an 
IndyCar up close and personal, in addition to learning about what makes an IndyCar go fast by 
viewing it from a first-hand experience. 

Description of Volunteer Involvement
In 2015, the 500 Festival utilized more than 500 volunteers for the Education Program. Volunteers 
were utilized for the 10 Study Trips to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway as well as 10 Mobile Study 
Trips to schools throughout Indiana. Volunteers help guide schools throughout the Speedway 
grounds to their different station lessons, as well as teach students at each of the seven education-
al stations. These volunteers were recruited from sponsors, 500 Festival Board Members, and 
throughout the community. 

Overall Effectiveness/Success 
Over the past 3 years, the 500 Festival has been laser focused on expanding the Education 
Program to ensure that as many students as possible are able to participate in this program. The 
effort has truly paid off. Listed below are important numbers comparing the 2012 and 2015 
Education Programs. In addition to the overall growth of the Program, 2015 marked the first time 
that we offered Mobile Study Trips, providing more students with a hands-on learning experience. 
We were able to accommodate 1/3 of the schools that requested a Study Trip but we were unable to 
accommodate. 

Education Program (by the numbers)   2012  2015

Schools Registered     320  349
Returning Schools     269  275
New Schools      51  74
Number of Students Participating in Program 21,646 23,692
Number of Participating Classrooms   860  999
Schools Attending Study Trip    140  127
Number of Students Visiting IMS   8,397  7247
(1 trip cancelled due to weather, would’ve added an additional 13 schools and 848 students)

Number of Study Trip dates    9  10
Number of Mobile Study Trip    0  10
Number of Schools Visited    0  10  
Number of Students Visited    0  764
Final count of # of counties who participated    76

List of counties that DIDN'T participate: Starke, Pulaski, Benton, Carroll, Miami, Whitley, Rush, 
Gibson, Pike, Orange, Spencer, Perry, Scott, Jefferson, Ohio, Switzerland

Any additions to what was sent to classrooms from 2014? : no, items were just updated, including 
the museum history book

In addition to the figures, the feedback the 500 Festival receives from educators serves as inspira-
tion to enhance the overall experience each year.

“I have lived in Indiana my entire life, and I learned things about the 500 from this study! Thank you for 
providing the materials for my students - - they enjoyed learning about the history and traditions of the 
500.” Mrs. Gwen Keaton, Blackhawk Christian School

“The content that comes with the trip, the lessons, DVD, and materials are wonderful and get the kids 
excited about our trip and about racing in general.” 
Teacher response from survey

“My class really liked the trip and had nothing but positive things to say about it. It was great to allow 
them the opportunity to be at the track. Many of my students had never been there before. They really 
liked kissing the bricks!” 
Kim Knippenberg, Zion Lutheran School

“I have enjoyed the 500 study trip and curriculum pieces each year.  I told my fellow 4th grade teachers 
I learn something every year.  I think my favorite station is the heritage and traditions.  I appreciate the 
program and being able to particpate each year.  Please thank the team and volunteers!!” 
Tricia McPherson, Batesville Elementary

“I just wanted to email and say how AWESOME the education program packet was this year. My kids 
are LOVING every activity and all of the information. The DVD is superb and I even took it home to 
show my husband. Thank you again for all of the great materials and I look forward to participating 
next year again!” 
Nancy McDowell, Maple Grove Elementary

Supporting Question
What did you do to update/change this program from the year before? Were your updates/changes 
successful? Please provide measurable results/examples.

Each year, we update the “Gearing Up” Curriculum to make sure the lesson plans, activities and 
worksheets are on par with the state’s in-class Academic Standards as well as the standards set for 
all ISTEP testing (Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational Progress). Keeping that in mind, 
included in our curriculum this year was a close-reading activity which is an activity included in all 
fourth grade ISTEP tests. This activity allows students to develop a better understating of the text 
through text-dependent questions. The close-reading activity that was added was based on the 
Student Information Text that we provide to each participant of the Program.
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Addition of lottery system for selection of the 2015 Study Trip Schools
We introduced a lottery system for the selection of schools attending the Study Trips. IN years past, 
this was offered on a first-come-first-filled basis. As a result, many of the schools learned the 
system and were able to time when they submitted their applications, ensuring that their school 
was selected. In turn, this meant that many of the same schools attended Study Trips year-af-
ter-year and that many schools were denied the opportunity to attend. With the lottery system, we 
were able to ensure that all schools had a fair shot at being selected to attend a Study Trip. And, 
new schools were able to be introduced to the experience of a Study Trip. 

Addition of Mobile Study Trips
This year the 500 Festival experienced record interest in the Study Trips for the Education 
Program. To provide the maximum number of Indiana students with an opportunity to engage with 
this storied piece of Indiana history, the 500 Festival added a new option for those schools that 
weren’t selected to attend a Study Trip - Mobile Study Trips. 

The 500 Festival’s Mobile Study Trips bring the Indianapolis Motor Speedway to a school. During 
this two hour program, students experienced six different stations, experiencing many of the same 
lessons that are taught during our Study Trips at the Speedway. The program was offered free of 
charge were conducted in school cafeterias, gyms, and right outside their door.  

Program stations include: 
• Health and Nutrition 
• IMS History and Traditions
• Numbers of the 500
• Driver Equipment
• Flags
• Science of an IndyCar

As part of this program, the 500 Festival provided all necessary resources (including volunteers), 
schools simply needed to provide a location. Students were able to get their picture with an actual 
IndyCar, sign an Indianapolis 500 flag to display in their classroom, and have a hands-on learning 
experience, completing your in-classroom Education Program curriculum. Mobile Study Trips were 
scheduled for March 2015 around each school’s calendar and ISTEP testing period. 
 

Use of Crossroads to ship program materials



Introduction and background of main event 
Founded in 1957, the mission of the 500 Festival is to produce life-enriching events and 
programs while celebrating the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 and fostering posi-
tive impact on the city of Indianapolis and state of Indiana. 

Each year hundreds of thousands of people from around the world embrace the month of May 
in Indianapolis. Last year alone, more than 500,000 people attended nearly 50 events and 
programs produced by the 500 Festival. The 500 Festival celebrates the spirit and legacy of 
the largest single-day sporting event in the world, the Indianapolis 500®. Enriching the lives 
of Hoosiers and visitors, 500 Festival events which are mostly free and produced largely by 
volunteers also enhance the image of Indianapolis and Indiana by showcasing the city and 
state’s cultural, educational and social benefits to the world.

Indianapolis is largely defined by the historic Indianapolis 500 and the grand community 
festival that surrounds it. With nearly 50 annual events and programs that impact half a 
million people each year, the 500 Festival fuels the entire magical month of May. With a wide 
variety of programs and events – many of which are free - the 500 Festival makes the month 
of May relevant to all citizens of Indiana. Our mission to enrich lives and positively impact 
our community is wholly inclusive and applies to anyone. 

What started with some forward-thinking civic leaders wanting to incorporate a parade to 
kickoff race weekend in Indianapolis, has evolved over the years leading to new traditions and 
added economic impact, further enhancing the benefits of being home to the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway. While our programs and events promote healthy living and community 
pride, they also have an economic impact on Indianapolis each year. A recent economic 
impact study revealed that each year, 500 Festival events generate $19.7 million in financial 
impact, including $5.5 million of direct spending by out-of-area visitors. With the 500 
Festival producing reoccurring events in Indianapolis since 1957, the overall economic 
benefit to the city since its inception is estimated to be more than $350 million. Based on 
current growth rates, the impact of the 500 Festival is likely to be greater than $210 million 
in this decade (2010-2020) alone. 

In addition to measurements of economic impact in terms of dollars, the 500 Festival in 
2013 created an estimated 215 jobs (15 directly by the organization, 62 from payments to 
vendors and contractors and 138 as a result of visitor spending). Furthermore, the 500 
Festival organization and events generated an estimated $950,000 in additional state and 
local taxes in 2013.

Description and Purpose
There is nothing that represents the state of Indiana culturally quite like the Indianapolis 
500, and our organization is dedicated to enhancing the excitement and pride surrounding 

this world-famous event. The 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500 Education Program, presented 
by Indiana University Health (Education Program), enables our organization to accomplish 
this mission by engaging with Indiana youth from across the state. Working hand-in-hand 
with Indiana’s educators, we provide students with an engaging curriculum that teaches 
Hoosier fourth graders this spectacular aspect of their culture. What’s more, thanks in part to 
the success of the 500 Festival’s larger events like the OneAmerica 500 Festival Mini-Mara-
thon and IPL 500 Festival Parade, we are able to offer the Education Program to Indiana 
elementary schools at no cost. 

This Education Program is more than a field trip. It is a combination of classroom work based 
on carefully structured curriculum and a Study Trip to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® 
that brings the classroom material to life. The program is packed with information including 
Indiana Academic Standard-based lessons, teacher materials and a DVD. This program is 
specifically designed for fourth graders, since that is the year students study Indiana history. 
The lessons meet academic standards for language arts, health, math, science, social stud-
ies, visual arts, physical education, but the 500 Festival believes the greatest take-away for 
the students is knowledge and pride in their home state’s unique cultural tradition.

The 500 Festival is proud of the Education Program and its lasting impact on the state of 
Indiana. This year the program impacted more than 21,000 young lives in 349 schools in 
nearly every county in Indiana. 

Target Audience
The 500 Festival Education Program is designed for Indiana fourth grade students because 
that is the year students study Indiana history. In 2015, the Education Program impacted 
more than 21,000 Indiana students, spanning 349 Indiana schools, reaching nearly all of 
Indiana’s 92 counties. 

Detailed description of curriculum
The classroom curriculum segment of the 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500 Education 
Program, presented by Indiana University Health is “‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500.” This 
curriculum guide is sent to fourth grade teachers at schools that sign up to be a part of the 
program.

“‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500” is an Indiana standards-based curriculum designed for 
fourth grade students to foster an understanding and to develop an appreciation of the 
Indianapolis 500 and the 500 Festival. “‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500” includes language 
arts, math, science, social studies, visual arts, health and physical education lessons. The 
curriculum also includes an assessment for students to showcase their understanding of the 
Indianapolis 500 and the 500 Festival.

The lesson plans take students through six “gears” that represent different areas of study.  

In each gear, students learn how standards-based skills apply to the 500 Festival and IndyCar 
racing while gaining an appreciation for the iconic event.

All schools enrolled in the Education Program receive the following at no cost to the school:
• Indiana Academic Standards-based lesson plans designed to give students an appreciation 
of the events and history of the 500 Festival and Indianapolis 500®.
• The opportunity to attend a Study Trip to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® in April or 
May. Schools enrolled in the in-class portion are not required to participate in a Study Trip. 
Students experience on-site programming designed to incorporate the lessons learned in the class-
room. Schools attending the Study Trips are eligible to apply for a stipend reimbursement to offset 
some of their transportation costs. Study Trip stations include: Flag Station, Health and Nutrition 
Station, Indianapolis Motor Speedway History & Traditions Station, Medical Safety Station, Pagoda 
Experience Station, The Many Careers of IndyCar Station and Science of an IndyCar Station.

Who provided the education and in what setting
The 500 Festival partnered with an educational consultant to oversee the development of the 
curriculum, ensuring that it meets Indiana’s academic standards for fourth grade. The Education 
Program curriculum and its lessons are taught in individual classrooms throughout the state and 
are taught by Indiana’s teachers. Schools from around the state are selected to attend Study Trips 
at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway or to participate in mobile study trips, which take place at their 
own school. Both Study Trips and Mobile Study Trips are intended to provide students with 
hands-on learning experiences. These educational experiences are provided by school staff as well 
as teams of knowledgeable, passionate 500 Festival volunteers as well as members of the 500 
Festival staff. 

Much of the 500 Festival Education Program takes place in each individual classroom with fourth 
grade teachers walking students through the free curriculum that the 500 Festival provides. The 
students work on projects individually and collaborate with other students as they discover the 
significance of the 500 Festival and Indianapolis 500®. The curriculum provides teachers with 
lesson plans and activity sheets to keep students engage and excited.

The Study Trips at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® serve as a one-day enhancement to the 
lessons learned in the classroom. The trips provide an opportunity for the students to see what they 
learned in action. Knowledgeable and passionate volunteers serve as the instructors. These volun-
teers are one of the most vital and delightful aspects of the Education Program. Every year they 
bring incredible expertise and enthusiasm to the Study Trips, so students who are experiencing the 
atmosphere of the Indy 500 for the first time get an exciting glimpse into the Greatest Spectacle in 
Racing and its history.

     

Involvement by local educational institutions and professional education
The Education Program would not be possible without the support of educators from across the 
state. In 2015, 349 local Indiana schools were involved with the program. In addition, professional 
organizations including the Institute for Quality Education, the Indiana Department of Education, 
and The Indiana State Teachers Association all assisted with the Education Program, ensuring that 
their audience of Indiana educators were informed about the program. 

Take-away for attendees
As students learn from these lesson plans we hope that they become engaged in the overall sport 
and the importance the Indy 500 has on the city of Indianapolis. Whether students seek out a 
career in motorsports later in life, or simply become a race fan, this Program allows us to reach 
thousands of eager minds each year; helping us serve our purpose to the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway®.

Duration of Program
December 2014: Deadline for teachers to register their classroom and/or school for the Education 
Program
January 2015: Program materials and curriculum are sent to teachers 
February/March 2015: Classrooms begin the in-class portion of the Education Program. Most 
teachers will time out the start of their classroom’s in-class portion to ensure that the completion of 
the curriculum coincides with their study trip and/or the timing of the Indianapolis 500. 
March 2015: 500 Festival Mobile Study Trips conducted at 10 Indiana schools, delivering a 
hands-on learning experience to 764 Indiana fourth graders
April & May 2015: The 500 Festival and Indianapolis Motor Speedway offered 10 Study Trips for 
classrooms to visit the famed 2.5-mile track (travel to the track is subsidized by the 500 Festival). 
At these Study Trips, students take part in hands-on learning activities, interact with 500 Festival 
volunteers and learn about the history behind the Indianapolis 500.

The Education Program has been an important part of the 500 Festival’s impact since 2004. To 
date, nearly 250,000 Hoosier students have participated in the program. since its inception. In 
addition to the classroom lessons that are sent out each January, 

Tie-in to Main Event
Founded in 1957, the mission of the 500 Festival is to produce life-enriching events and programs 
while celebrating the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 and fostering positive impact on the 
city of Indianapolis and state of Indiana. 

Through the Education Program, we not only celebrate the spirit and legacy of the Indianapolis 500 
by teaching fourth grade students about the rich history behind the sport and the place that it 
occurs, but it also teaches students about the spirit behind the 500 Festival and the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway. 

Thanks in part to the success of the 500 Festival’s larger events like the OneAmerica 500 Festival 
Mini-Marathon and IPL 500 Festival Parade, we are able to offer the Education Program to Indiana 
elementary schools at no cost. We are also able to subsizide the travel of schools that visit the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway through our Study Trips and provide Mobile Study Trips to other 
schools at no cost. This ensures that we are able to enrich the lives of thousands of Hoosier 
children, regardless of their physical location or economic status. 

Each year, with the Education Program, the 500 Festival educates thousands of students and 
creates race fans throughout the state of Indiana.

We are able to partner with teachers from across the state to help them enrich their lessons, 
provide students with a truly hands-on, engaging opportunity to learn necessary skills from the 
educational requirements from the state while also teaching them about the importance or racing 
within Indiana’s history and culture, instilling state pride. Finally, we’re able to foster a positive 
impact on the state by enriching he education of Indiana youth at an early age, ensuring that the 
500 Festival is able to deliver a lasting, significant impact beyond the month of May. 

i. Overall revenue/expense budget of program
j. Description of sponsor/charity/volunteer/school/other group involvement with program and 
benefits to each

Sponsor Involvement
The sponsors of the Education Program are: the 500 Festival Foundation, Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway, Indiana University Health, Methodist Health Foundation, AAA Hoosier Motor Club, 
Regions, BKD, LLP and the Verizon IndyCar Series.

The Indianapolis Motor Speedway, as a key sponsor for this program provides the 500 Festival with 
support in creating the free student booklet that is sent to all students who participate, in addition 
to helping update the student curriculum each year. As a partner, all students who participate in a 
Study Trip as part of the Education Program do not pay an admission fee (to the Speedway or to the 
IMS Hall of Fame Museum), making it more affordable for schools from throughout Indiana to 
attend.

In addition to the “Fit to Win” video that is included in the curriculum DVD, Indiana University 
Health hosts the Health & Nutrition Station at all Study Trip dates. The Health & Nutrition Station 
is staffed entirely by IU Health employees volunteering their time with the program. The station 
teaches students to not only get up and get moving, but also how to live a healthy lifestyle, which 
ties into our state’s health initiative.

Regions: Financial literacy is something that is incredibly important to Regions. The 500 Festival 
and Regions partnered to develop a financial literacy-based lesson and station for the Education 
Program curriculum and Study Trips. The 500 Festival and Regions also partnered to identify 20 

schools that would benefit from participating in Regions Scholars & Dollars program. 
Verizon IndyCar Series, in addition to providing bookmarks for all participants in the in-class mail-
ing, the series also secures a show car to be at all Study Trip dates. This allows students to view an 
IndyCar up close and personal, in addition to learning about what makes an IndyCar go fast by 
viewing it from a first-hand experience. 

Description of Volunteer Involvement
In 2015, the 500 Festival utilized more than 500 volunteers for the Education Program. Volunteers 
were utilized for the 10 Study Trips to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway as well as 10 Mobile Study 
Trips to schools throughout Indiana. Volunteers help guide schools throughout the Speedway 
grounds to their different station lessons, as well as teach students at each of the seven education-
al stations. These volunteers were recruited from sponsors, 500 Festival Board Members, and 
throughout the community. 

Overall Effectiveness/Success 
Over the past 3 years, the 500 Festival has been laser focused on expanding the Education 
Program to ensure that as many students as possible are able to participate in this program. The 
effort has truly paid off. Listed below are important numbers comparing the 2012 and 2015 
Education Programs. In addition to the overall growth of the Program, 2015 marked the first time 
that we offered Mobile Study Trips, providing more students with a hands-on learning experience. 
We were able to accommodate 1/3 of the schools that requested a Study Trip but we were unable to 
accommodate. 

Education Program (by the numbers)   2012  2015

Schools Registered     320  349
Returning Schools     269  275
New Schools      51  74
Number of Students Participating in Program 21,646 23,692
Number of Participating Classrooms   860  999
Schools Attending Study Trip    140  127
Number of Students Visiting IMS   8,397  7247
(1 trip cancelled due to weather, would’ve added an additional 13 schools and 848 students)

Number of Study Trip dates    9  10
Number of Mobile Study Trip    0  10
Number of Schools Visited    0  10  
Number of Students Visited    0  764
Final count of # of counties who participated    76

List of counties that DIDN'T participate: Starke, Pulaski, Benton, Carroll, Miami, Whitley, Rush, 
Gibson, Pike, Orange, Spencer, Perry, Scott, Jefferson, Ohio, Switzerland

Any additions to what was sent to classrooms from 2014? : no, items were just updated, including 
the museum history book

In addition to the figures, the feedback the 500 Festival receives from educators serves as inspira-
tion to enhance the overall experience each year.

“I have lived in Indiana my entire life, and I learned things about the 500 from this study! Thank you for 
providing the materials for my students - - they enjoyed learning about the history and traditions of the 
500.” Mrs. Gwen Keaton, Blackhawk Christian School

“The content that comes with the trip, the lessons, DVD, and materials are wonderful and get the kids 
excited about our trip and about racing in general.” 
Teacher response from survey

“My class really liked the trip and had nothing but positive things to say about it. It was great to allow 
them the opportunity to be at the track. Many of my students had never been there before. They really 
liked kissing the bricks!” 
Kim Knippenberg, Zion Lutheran School

“I have enjoyed the 500 study trip and curriculum pieces each year.  I told my fellow 4th grade teachers 
I learn something every year.  I think my favorite station is the heritage and traditions.  I appreciate the 
program and being able to particpate each year.  Please thank the team and volunteers!!” 
Tricia McPherson, Batesville Elementary

“I just wanted to email and say how AWESOME the education program packet was this year. My kids 
are LOVING every activity and all of the information. The DVD is superb and I even took it home to 
show my husband. Thank you again for all of the great materials and I look forward to participating 
next year again!” 
Nancy McDowell, Maple Grove Elementary

Supporting Question
What did you do to update/change this program from the year before? Were your updates/changes 
successful? Please provide measurable results/examples.

Each year, we update the “Gearing Up” Curriculum to make sure the lesson plans, activities and 
worksheets are on par with the state’s in-class Academic Standards as well as the standards set for 
all ISTEP testing (Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational Progress). Keeping that in mind, 
included in our curriculum this year was a close-reading activity which is an activity included in all 
fourth grade ISTEP tests. This activity allows students to develop a better understating of the text 
through text-dependent questions. The close-reading activity that was added was based on the 
Student Information Text that we provide to each participant of the Program.

Addition of lottery system for selection of the 2015 Study Trip Schools
We introduced a lottery system for the selection of schools attending the Study Trips. IN years past, 
this was offered on a first-come-first-filled basis. As a result, many of the schools learned the 
system and were able to time when they submitted their applications, ensuring that their school 
was selected. In turn, this meant that many of the same schools attended Study Trips year-af-
ter-year and that many schools were denied the opportunity to attend. With the lottery system, we 
were able to ensure that all schools had a fair shot at being selected to attend a Study Trip. And, 
new schools were able to be introduced to the experience of a Study Trip. 

Addition of Mobile Study Trips
This year the 500 Festival experienced record interest in the Study Trips for the Education 
Program. To provide the maximum number of Indiana students with an opportunity to engage with 
this storied piece of Indiana history, the 500 Festival added a new option for those schools that 
weren’t selected to attend a Study Trip - Mobile Study Trips. 

The 500 Festival’s Mobile Study Trips bring the Indianapolis Motor Speedway to a school. During 
this two hour program, students experienced six different stations, experiencing many of the same 
lessons that are taught during our Study Trips at the Speedway. The program was offered free of 
charge were conducted in school cafeterias, gyms, and right outside their door.  

Program stations include: 
• Health and Nutrition 
• IMS History and Traditions
• Numbers of the 500
• Driver Equipment
• Flags
• Science of an IndyCar

As part of this program, the 500 Festival provided all necessary resources (including volunteers), 
schools simply needed to provide a location. Students were able to get their picture with an actual 
IndyCar, sign an Indianapolis 500 flag to display in their classroom, and have a hands-on learning 
experience, completing your in-classroom Education Program curriculum. Mobile Study Trips were 
scheduled for March 2015 around each school’s calendar and ISTEP testing period. 
 

Use of Crossroads to ship program materials
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