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46) Best Educational Program

Color Guard Division at the 
Music for All Summer Symposium

A. Introduction and Background of Main Event

Since 1976, Music for All (MFA) has offered its Summer Symposium as “America’s Camp” for the scholastic 
music education community. The Summer Symposium, a weeklong residential instrumental leadership camp, 
brings together the national music education family of students and educators for cutting-edge training and 
experiences in the instrumental performing arts and student leadership development. 

Each year, over 1,400 campers (high school students and high school and middle school teachers) come 
together from more than 30 of the United States and often several countries. They celebrate music education, 
discover new ideas and experiences in pedagogy and leadership, and are energized to continue their efforts and 
commitments upon returning home. 

The MFA Summer Symposium’s curriculum for students includes several divisions that offer in-depth 
experiences in a wide range of instrumental music and school band performance areas: marching band, concert 
band, jazz band, orchestra, percussion, color guard, drum majors, and leadership. 

The 2015 MFA Summer Symposium was held at and in collaboration with Ball State University in Muncie, 
IN. For one week, the camp was filled with motivated and like-minded students, teachers, music industry 
professionals, and world-class performers in an environment that has been called “magical” by both participants 
and faculty. Students have a safe, away-from-home campus experience, many for the first time. They attend as 
individuals, sometimes with small groups from their school, but sometimes as the unique representative of their 
own music program. 
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B. Description and Purpose/Objective of Educational Program 

All program and event offerings at Music for All are designed in support of our organization’s mission, vision, 
and strategic plan. MFA uses its national profile programming to model, showcase, recognize, and provide 
examples of music performance excellence and achievement. Music for All’s programmatic model is designed 
to mirror, supplement, and extend the classroom and performance model adopted in most American scholastic 
settings. 

In 1976, Music for All launched its first program, a summer workshop/festival offered for scholastic band 
students and teachers. The purpose was to provide and model individual instruction for students and teachers 
and for the first several years it focused on marching band and related areas, such as color guard and drum major 
training. 

Music for All’s mission is to create, provide, and expand positively life-changing experiences through music for 
all. Our vision to be a catalyst to ensure that every child across America has access and opportunity to engage in 
active music making in his or her scholastic environment. 

Color guards are a recognized part of marching bands and have been throughout history. Dating back to the 
Civil War era, a “color guard” of flags and rifles accompanied the American Flag in the front of military bands, 
often into battle. In the 21st century, color guards (sometimes called “auxiliary” units) as part of marching bands 
add visual storytelling to the more-and-more sophisticated productions, providing color, dance, movement, and 
exciting technical manipulation of equipment like flags, rifles, and sabres.

While band directors are trained as music educators, few have the background (or desire) to be experts in 
teaching color guard. Many hire color guard instructors to work with their students, while others rely on their 
students to train those who are less experienced, and even choreograph their routines.

The color guard division of the Music for All Summer Symposium offers high school students a chance to train 
for a week with leading color guard instructors, at all levels of experience and expertise. Students can then return 
home to their own groups with new skills that enhance their own performance and that they can share with 
their peers.

Participants receive extensive instruction on all levels of flag, rifle, and sabre; daily dance and movement sessions; 
performance opportunities; leadership sessions; and mentoring from color guard members of the former Drum 
Corps International world champion Carolina Crown drum and bugle corps. 

Music for All’s color guard campers are high school students of traditional U.S. high school age. They come 
from band programs and schools large and small, communities that are urban, suburban, and rural. The Color 
Guard division offered students an unforgettable opportunity for access to many of the world’s finest color guard 
instructors and performing groups. 
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C. Target Audience / Attendance / Number of Participants 

The Color Guard division’s target audience is comprised of current color guard students, captains, and those 
transitioning from middle school to high school. Music for All promotes the camp division to students directly 
via digital and traditional marketing, as well as through their school band directors and color guard instructors.

In 2015, 141 students participated in the Color Guard division at Music for All Summer Symposium. The color 
guard division had the largest year over year growth of any of MFA’s student camp divisions, up 150% from 
2014. Music for All communicated with the parents and families of campers with daily email newsletters that 
included links to camp videos, photo galleries, and camp blogs.

D. Provide a Detailed Description of the Education Program / Curriculum 

The Color Guard division at the Music for All Summer Symposium is an all-inclusive experience for students. 
While using a number of different hands-on teaching methods, this program helps deliver an array of technique, 
leadership, and development experiences to students.

Students were taught mandatory fundamentals to create a high-level performance including dance movement 
and equipment techniques, rhythm and strength training, audition-based master classes for advanced students, 
and leadership skills to create a well-rounded and motivated guard. 

This program also spent time focusing on physical conditioning and exercise routines. By providing these tools 
to students, Music for All wanted to ensure that all activities were executed safely.

Elective classes were offered during the week in which students could select a topic that interested them. The 
electives varied from hands-on equipment help, to hip-hop dance classes, to discussions about how to be a better 
captain.

Students also had the opportunity to participate in sessions with members and teaching staff of the former 
world champion drum and bugle corps, Carolina Crown. These seasoned guard members spent time 
demonstrating for students, as well as working with them with hands-on routines and sharing insight on how it 
is like to be a member of a touring drum and bugle corps.

Session topics included: 

• Physical Fitness
• Body/Movement Warm-Up
• Posture
• Dance Technique and Repertoire
• Equipment Technique and Repertoire
• Staging
• Show Design
• Leadership

• Sectionals
• Performance Qualities
• Ice Breakers/ Improvisational Games
• Teaching Techniques
• Equipment Care and Maintenance
• Demonstration and hands-on classes with the

Carolina Crown color guard

Students who auditioned for, and made the Master Class, spent the week working at an advanced level on 
all three pieces of color guard equipment (flag, sabre, and rifle). They also developed their skills in seamlessly 
marrying equipment choreography with dance technique and performance qualities. 

Every student went home with a Notebook of instructional materials – a unique resource of articles and 
materials compiled by the Division Coordinator from 2015 and past Color Guard faculty.
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E. Who Provided the Education and In What Setting?

The 2015 Color Guard division curriculum and teaching staff was developed and managed by Susie Harloff, also 
the auxiliary coordinator for Music for All’s Bands of America Honor Band in the 2017 Rose Parade®, and an 
educator who aims to teach students to have confidence and work hard. Susie was assisted by the multi-faceted 
color guard instructors and educators listed below. All instruction was conducted on the Ball State University 
Campus in a summer camp setting that included 1,200+ students, 145 teachers and 150+ faculty. To give the 
event a more festival/performance atmosphere, Music for All hosted concerts by artists each evening, including 
an end-of-camp evening of drum and bugle corps performances

The Color Guard Division faculty are renowned performers and teachers and included: 

• Susie Harloff – Color Guard Division Coordinator
• Vincent Thomas – Baltimore, MD, Onyx World, VTDance
• Jay Logan – Cincinnati, OH, Milford H.S.
• Ricardo Robinson – St. Petersburg, FL, Braden River H.S.
• Shannon Clark – Lexington, KY – Lexis Winter Guard
• Nathan Jennings – Atlanta, GA, Lassiter H.S.
• Robbie Arnold – Winchester, KY, Lafayette H.S., Adair County H.S., Lexis Winter Guard
• Derek Smith – Grand Rapids, MI, Interplay Winter Guard
• Jessica Francis – Waterford, MI, Interlay Winter Guard
• Zach Dye – Bloomington, IN, Center Grove H.S.

F. Involvement of Local Educational Institutions and Professional Education 

The Music for All Summer Symposium is offered at and with support of Ball State University. Our student and 
teacher development offerings are monitored and influenced by the Ball State University School of Music. Some 
of the teacher curriculum offerings included sessions with DCI Drum Corp, Carolina Crown and members of 
the Color Guard Division faculty.

G. What Was the Take-Away for Attendees/ Participants? 

The overall goal for this educational program is to fulfill Music for All’s mission – to create, provide, and expand 
positively life-changing experiences through music for all. By including instruction for color guard students and 
educators, Music for All is allowing visual leaders of the marching arts to participate in a learning experience that 
goes beyond the field and the classroom. Participants learn the fundamentals of movement, strength, dance, and 
rhythm to be successful in their own color guard programs. They also learn the leadership skills that are crucial 
to becoming a well-rounded asset to a color guard and marching band.
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J. Overall Revenue/Expense Budget of the Program

The Color Guard division is not budgeted separately from a larger, overall Summer Symposium budget. Music 
for All derived approximately $69,000 of incremental income from Color Guard division participants and 
incurred approximately $55,000 of directly related expenses (faculty, meals, housing, and related costs).

Color Guard division enrollment was 139% ahead of budget and on track to contribute positively to our five-year 
(2012-2016) Strategic Plan objectives for Summer Symposium student division enrollment growth.

K. Description of Sponsor / Charity / Volunteer/ School / Other Group Involvement 

Music for All sponsor, DSI gave all students a T-shirt and a flag. The Master Class students received a 
rifle, gloves, and equipment bag. The Color Guard instructors received an equipment bag with a pole, flag, 
weight system, sabre, rifle, and gloves. DSI also donated an extra equipment bag and Excaliber sabre. These 
were rewarded to outstanding campers at the end of the week. DSI also had gloves and equipment available 
throughout the week for students to purchase at a discounted cost.

Support for the Color Guard division also includes our Official Uniform Sponsor, FJM, which is a leader in 
outfitting bands and color guards with uniforms and equipment. The Summer Symposium is supported by 
Music for All’s full family of sponsors, including National Presenting Sponsor Yamaha Corporation of America.

Music for All, the Music for All Foundation’s L.J. Hancock Scholarship Fund, and its Official Camp Music 
Store partner Muncie Music Center provided scholarships for 42 students to attend the Summer Symposium, 
including those who were enrolled in the Color Guard Division. The scholarships helped students attend the 
Symposium who otherwise could not afford to enroll.

From camp partner Carolina Crown’s and MFA strategic partner Drum Corps International’s perspective, the 
experience was a public relations tool, granting access both in person and in the post-event video, social media 
and viral exposure to one of its target recruiting markets – high school band students.

L. Overall Effectiveness/ Success of the Program 

Observed success: Through post-event survey feedback, participants responded positively about their experience 
and there were many returning participants from previous years. Students found the program to be engaging and 
positively life-changing. 100% of color guard division students surveyed said they would recommend the camp to 
their friends. “It was the best experience of my life” and “This is the best camp I’ve ever been to” are just two of the 
quotes that represent the enthusiastic responses, post-camp.

Measured success:  Enrollment for Color Guard students increased by 150% from 2014 to 2015. 
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Supporting Questions: 

What did you do to update/change this program from the year before? 

 To increase enrollment, marketing efforts were targeted toward several color guard organizations. During the 
camp, the Color Guard division classes were modified and enriched with new popular techniques and music.

Were your updates/changes successful? 

In addition to enrollment increasing, Music for All’s sponsor, Director’s Showcase International, gave each 
student in the Color Guard division a flag silk and t-shirt for their final performance. This increased sponsor 
participation was a result of growth of the program due to marketing efforts and the enhancement of a well-
rounded division curriculum.
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Carolina Crown•Corps-in-Residence

Learn more and register at www.musicforall.org/camp or call 800.848.2263

June 22-27, 2015

Muncie, Indiana • Ball State University

Leadership Weekend Experience

*June 20-22, 2015

Y E A R S
1 9 7 5  -  2 0 1 5

presented by



FREE CAMP GROUP PHOTO included  
for all student and director campers!

Carolina Crown

STUDENT DIVISIONS

98% of students would recommend this to 
their friends

96% of directors would recommend that 
colleagues send their students

June 22-27 2015
Muncie, IN

Ball State University

Registration & Fees
information located

on pages 18-24

Enroll online at 
www.musicforall.org/camp,

or call 800.848.2263
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The Music for All Summer Symposium offers a week-long, immersive camp 
experience for high school band and orchestra students in all areas of 
instrumental and color guard performance and leadership!

Expect to….
•  Take musical and performance skills to the next level.
•  Meet others who share your interests and form friendships that last a lifetime.
•  Acquire leadership skills.
•  Be immersed in a week of music, performance, and fun.

Symposium Highlights: What sets the MFA camp apart?
• Challenging curriculum for all levels.
• Nationally-recognized faculty.
• Leadership: the theme that runs throughout all camp divisions.
• Concerts and events every night.
• National faculty and national standards, with one of America’s leading music education 

organizations.
• A safe, away-from-home “collegiate” experience in the premier facilities of Ball State 

University.

What do students say they gain from their participation?
•  84% Improved musical or performance technique.
•  91% Developed stronger leadership skills.
•  84% Improved team-building and collaborative skills.
•  88% Increased eagerness to work harder at music or  performance.
•  89% Established friendships with other students.

The MFA Summer Symposium features some of the newest and most recently renovated residence 
halls on the beautiful Ball State University campus. Housing facilities feature state-of-the art 
technology and first-class amenities. Dining facilities offer a wide variety of food choices and service 
styles. BSU’s culinary-trained chefs put a lot of time into preparing the healthiest and tastiest food 
possible.

CONCERTS & EVENTS
One thing that sets the MFA Summer Symposium apart from any other camp is the series of 
evening concerts and events, offering a variety of musical and performance genres from world-
class acts each night.  
The 2015 evening concert series will include:

• Yamaha Young Performing Artists
• United States Army Field Band
• DCI Central Indiana (Listed in alphabetical order):

Blue Stars - La Crosse, WI  •  Bluecoats - Canton, OH  •  Boston Crusaders - Boston, MA  •
Carolina Crown - Ft. Mill, SC  •  Crossmen - San Antonio, TX  •  Madison Scouts - Madison, WI 
The Cadets - Allentown, PA  •  The Cavaliers - Rosemont, IL 
Visit www.musicforall.org for the updates on concerts.

Photos courtesy of Jolesch Enterprises, Official Photographer of Music for All.



Color Guard
Faculty includes:

Susie Harloff • Avon, IN 
Symposium Color Guard Coordinator

Robbie Arnold • Winchester, KY
Lafayette H.S.,  
Adair County H.S., 
Lexis Winter Guard

Shannon Clark • Lexington, KY
Lafayette H.S.,  
Lexis Winter Guard

Jessica Francis • Waterford, MI
Interplay Winter Guard,  
Phantom Regiment 
Drum & Bugle Corp

Nathan Jennings • Atlanta, GA
Lassiter H.S.,  
Paramount Winter Guard,  
Interplay Winter Guard

Jay Logan • Cincinnati, OH
Milford H.S.

Ricardo Robinson • St. Petersburg, FL
Braden River H.S.,  
USF Winteguards,
Tampa Independent Winter Guards,
Spirit of Atlanta Drum & Bugle Corps

Derek Smith • Grand Rapids, MI
Interplay Winter Guard

Vincent Thomas • Baltimore, MD
Onyx World,  
Stonewall Independent,
Spirit Drum & Bugle Corps,
Boston Crusaders  
Drum & Bugle Corps,
VTDance

COLOR GUARD

Flag, Rifle, Sabre–all levels

• Master Class for Advanced Students (audition required)
• Faculty: instructors of nationally-celebrated color guards
• Hands-on opportunities with Carolina Crown, 2013 

DCI World Champion, corps and guard-in-residence
• A safe, away-from-home experience in the premier 

facilities of Ball State University, including outstanding 
residence halls and dance studios

High school students with a passion for color 
guard: You don’t want to miss the Music for All  
Summer Symposium. Music for All’s color guard 
curriculum provides time with leading instructors and 
immerses students in hands-on, experiential learning 
opportunities. The Symposium brings together the  

rock stars of color guard, the leadership in the marching 
arts activity of Bands of America, and Music for All’s 
mission to create positively life-changing experiences,  
in order to provide the ultimate learning environment.

What You’ll Learn: Throughout the week,  
you will receive extensive and intensive instruction  
and technique classes in all levels of flag, rifle and  
sabre; daily dance and movement sessions;  
performance opportunities; and hands-on  
experience with talented young performers from  
the country’s top drum and bugle corps. The color  
guard curriculum also includes a “master class” for 
advanced students. Students meet and get to  
know others from across the country and spend  
time with students from a variety of backgrounds  
who share their love of color guard performance. 

Leadership is the theme that runs throughout  
the camp curriculum.

For Color Guard Instructors, too! The Directors’ 
Academy features the Color Guard Instructor Academy, 
providing professional development for color guard 
instructors. Directors and instructors, bring 12 students  
and attend TOTALLY FREE! Bring 6 students and attend 
TUITION FREE! Learn more on page 5.

Music for All Associate Sponsor
DSI will provide complimentary  
items for color guard students,  
including equipment for selected  
Master Class participants.

June 22-27 2015
Muncie, IN

Ball State University

Registration & Fees
information located

on pages 18-24

Enroll online at 
www.musicforall.org/camp,

or call 800.848.2263
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Consent Form/Responsibility Clause (Please Fill Out Completely.)

I hereby agree to participate in the 2015 Music for All Summer Symposium listed on the front of this application. I understand that Music for All, Inc., Bands of America, Orchestra America and their respective 
officers, directors, agents (including Ball State University, JEN Jazz Education Network, Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra, Taylor University, Delaware County and their respective directors, officers, employees and 
agents) and employees shall not be nor later become, liable or responsible in any way in conjunction with services, for any death, injury, damage, delay or irregularity which may occur while participating in this 
Music for All sponsored event (the “Sponsored Event”).

Also, in case of emergency, I hereby give my consent for a qualified physician to perform any medical or surgical procedures s/he deems necessary to my welfare while participating in the Sponsored Event. 
It is understood that Music for All and medical personnel will make every attempt to contact my emergency contact if I am unable to make determinations concerning my treatment. In the event they cannot be 
reached for an emergency, I hereby give permission to the physician selected by Music for All to secure and administer such treatment(s) as may be necessary, including hospitalization. I also authorize Music for 
All and its agents to release copies of my medical record to hospitals and other physicians to which they are referred and to insurance companies for payment of the medical claim. A photocopy of is as valid as the 
original. Further, this authorization permits said physician to hospitalize, secure appropriate consultation, order injections, anesthesia (local, general or both) or surgery for me if such emergency conditions warrant. 
I hereby assume and agree to pay in indebtedness or physician’s or surgeon’s fees and hospital charges for such service, and for any ambulance or any other emergency transportation that may be needed. 

I hereby irrevocably grant to Music for All, Inc., Bands of America, Orchestra America, and their respective agents, licensees and assigns, the right to use in any and all media and in any and all forms my name, 
likeness, photographic prints and any video or audio reproduction of sounds, performance or appearances of me while attending the Sponsored Event, for any purpose including promotion, advertising or otherwise. 
I understand I will not be paid any royalty or other compensation. With the use of the rights, I hereby release Music for All, Inc. and its agents, licensees and assigns from all claims, liabilities and/or damages which 
now or in the future may arise from such use.

I understand that consumption or possession of alcohol in the Ball State University residence halls is prohibited. I understand that a violation of this prohibition will result in the request for my departure from the 
residence halls. I, the undersigned, have read, understand and accept the “Late/Change Fees and Cancellation Policy” on the front of this registration form.

Signature __________________________________________________ Date __________________________________________________________

Print Name _______________________________________Signature of Health Insurance policyholder ________________________________________________

Music for All 2015 Summer Symposium Director Residential Registration

Full Week Registration............................................... 8 a.m., Monday, June 22, 2015
Opening Session ........................................................ 1 p.m., Monday, June 22, 2015
Full Week Camp Ends ................................................ 3 p.m., Saturday, June 27, 2015
Leadership Registration............................................. 8 a.m., Saturday, June 20, 2015
Leadership Opening Session ..................................... 1 p.m., Saturday, June 20, 2015
Leadership Workshop Ends ....................................... 9 a.m., Monday, June 22, 2015

Housing is on a first-come, first-served basis. Hotel housing may not be available after the May 20 deadline.
Your preferred roommate must also request you and indicate Hotel upgrade. After May 20, if your preferred Roommate has not registered for the Symposium and/or requested you as his or 
her preferred roommate, Music for All will assign a roommate to you at random. Roommate preferences can only be considered if BOTH people request each other with their initial application, 
which Music for All must receive before May 20. Roommate requests are not guaranteed.  Every effort is made to accommodate your choice.  Maximum TWO people per room. Room and 
roommate assignments will not be available until on-site camp registration. Adults and students cannot be roomed together. Cannot request roommate “To Be Announced.” Any changes after 
5/20 are subject to $20 change fee per person.

Roommate Preference Full Name ___________________________________School, State __________________________________________

Roommate Preference/Housing & Meals Info—Please note start and end times and make travel plans accordingly.

Full Week Fees include housing Monday night (6/22) through Friday night (6/26). Meals 
begin with dinner Monday and end with lunch Saturday (6/27). Leadership housing 
includes Saturday and Sunday nights (6/20 and 6/21). Leadership meals begin with 
Saturday dinner (6/20) and end with Monday lunch (6/22).

High School Director      Middle School Director      Color Guard Instructor       Percussion Specialist Academy Please select one:
Use this Director form to register for Director Workshops and the Color Guard Instructor and Percussion Specialist Academy. All classes are interchangeable and open to all enrolled teachers. The designation 
above is for planning and preparation of course materials.

Directors wishes to play in the Directors’ Concert or Jazz Bands should bring instruments.

_________________________________________________
Emergency Contact First Last  Relationship

_________________________________________________
Home Address City, State Zip

_________________________________________________
Home Phone (Area Code) Cell Phone (Area Code)

If above not available, in an emergency contact:

_________________________________________________
Emergency Contact First Last Relationship

_________________________________________________
Home Address City, State Zip

_________________________________________________
Home Phone (Area Code) Cell Phone (Area Code)

_________________________________________________
Family Physician Physician Phone (Area Code)

Emergency Contact Information

Last Tetanus/Diptheria immunization date __________
MM / DD / YYYY

________________________________________________
Brief descriptions and dates of items checked

________________________________________________
Medications – type, dose, and frequency (list)

________________________________________________
Allergies – include allergies to medications, foods, sting, other substances (list)

________________________________________________
Physical, medical or other restrictions that would limit camp activities

________________________________________________
INSURANCE CARRIER (If you do not currently have insurance please indicate that here)

________________________________________________
Policy # Group/Plan #

❏ COPY OF THE FRONT AND BACK OF YOUR INSURANCE POLICY CARD ATTACHED 
❏ NO INSURANCE. (Participants ARE able to attend camp without insurance.)

❏ Convulsions
❏ Diabetes
❏ Heart defect/murmur

❏ Bleeding disorder
❏ Asthma
❏ Surgery (past 2 years)

❏ Chicken Pox
❏ Measles
❏ Mumps

Medical History:

Late/Change Fees and Cancellation Policy 
ALL cancellations: Before June 1–Music for All will retain $250 as a non-refundable deposit portion 
of registration fee, refunding balance paid. After June 1–Music for All will retain 100% of registration fee, no refunds.

$65 Late Registration Fee applies: If an applicant registers or pays after May 20.  

$20 Change Fee applies after May 20: 1) For any roommate changes; 2) For any housing date 
changes;  and 3) For late receipt of TBA names. 

Lost, Stolen or Damaged Items: BSU imposes a penalty for lost/stolen items needing replacement 
including room keys, meal wrist bands and damage to BSU property. We will charge the applicant for these 
replacement charges. Further details will be in the Final Packet.

NOTE FOR BAND DIRECTORS: You can reserve spots and pay in advance for applicants “To 
Be Announced.” HOWEVER, you must provide names for the TBA spots by May 20, 2015, 
or a $20 change fee per application will apply. 

Registration, Leadership Weekend .................................8 a.m., Saturday, June 20, 2015
Opening Session, Leadership Weekend .........................1 p.m., Saturday, June 20, 2015
Registration, Full Week ...................................................8 a.m., Monday, June 22, 2015
Placement hearings  .......................................................8 a.m., Monday, June 22, 2015
(Concert, Jazz, Percussion, Color Guard, Orchestra Only; No hearings in other areas.)
Opening Session, Full Week ...........................................1 p.m., Monday, June 22, 2015
Camp Ends ......................................................................3 p.m., Saturday, June 27, 2015

Camp Schedule – Please note start and end times and make travel plans accordingly. 
Full Week meals for Commuters begin with dinner Monday (6/22) and end with lunch Saturday 
(6/27) – housing and breakfast are excluded for commuters. Leadership meals begin with dinner 
Saturday (6/20) and end with Monday (6/22) lunch – breakfast is excluded for commuters. 
Supervision is provided beginning at 6 p.m., Sunday (6/21) for full week, and 6 p.m., Friday (6/19) for 
Leadership Weekend.

Payment Options Choose one:
Super Saver Fee—Full payment postmarked on or before January 31, 2015 (Lock in price with $250 by January 31, pay balance by May 20) .................$525 = $ ____________
Early Bird Fee—Full payment postmarked on or before March 31, 2015 (Lock in price with $250 by March 31, pay balance by May 20) ............................$575 = $ ____________
Full Fee—Postmarked on or before May 20, 2015 (Lock in price with $250 by May 20, total/balance due by May 20) ...................................................$625 = $ ____________
Leadership Weekend ONLY (June 20-22) For those NOT enrolled in Full Symposium Week. Postmarked on or before May 20, 2015 ......$395 = $ ____________

Additions: (Must be Added to Full Week)
Early Bird Student Leadership Weekend Experience (June 20-22) If registered due on or before March 31, 2015 ..............................................$250 = $ ____________
Student Leadership Weekend Experience (June 20-22) If registered due on or before May 20, 2015........................................................................$270 = $ ____________

Additional Nights Housing (For registered participants only, for travel purposes, select all needed)
 Friday, June 19, 2015 (Available to leadership student participants only) ...................................................................................................................................$26 = $ ____________
 Sunday, June 21, 2015 (Sunday night housing is included in the Leadership Fee for Leadership Weekend students) – Others ..............................................$26  = $ ____________
 Saturday, June 27, 2015 ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................$26  = $ ____________

Add Late Registration Fee (for registrations or payments after May 20, 2015. Application must be postmarked by May 20 to avoid the late fee.) ........$65 = $ ____________
Apply Instrumental Scholarship (Verification of eligible honor ensemble membership must accompany application. See scholarship amounts below*) ..........................DEDUCT = $ ____________

Choose one:    I want to pay the full fee  OR  ❏ I want to pay the $250 deposit fee ...........................................................................TOTAL = $ ____________

 Check is enclosed.            Charge Credit Card # _________________________________________________ Exp _________________________

 Signature ______________________________________________ Print name of cardholder ______________________________________

 DEPOSIT OPTION - Automatic payment to the above credit card: Music for All is authorized to charge the balance on May 20, 2015

Payment Method – Payment MUST accompany application. Make checks payable to Music for All.
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Continued on Back–Registration is not complete without both sides.

Student Information School Information

National Presenting Sponsor

2015 Music for All Summer Symposium
Student Registration–Residential
Ball State University, Muncie, IN • Monday, June 22, 2015 – Saturday, June 27, 2015
Leadership Weekend Experience: Saturday, June 20, 2015– Monday, June 22, 2015

Please print clearly.  Please mail completed form to Music for All, 39 W. Jackson Place, Suite 150, Indianapolis, IN 46225 or fax to 317.524.6200. Photocopy completed application for your records.

_______________________________________________________
First Name                          M.I.            Last Name                                     First Name for Name Badge

_______________________________________________________
Email address (All camp information will be sent to this email address.)**

_______________________________________________________
Secondary Email address

_______________________________________________________
Home Address

_______________________________________________________
City, State, Zip

_______________________________________________________
Area Code/Home Phone   Area Code/Cell Phone*

_______________________________________________________
School Name

_______________________________________________________
School Street Address

_______________________________________________________
City, State, Zip

_______________________________________________________
Band or Orchestra Director   (Is this director the primary Director at the school listed above?)    Yes        No

_______________________________________________________ 
Band or Orchestra Director Email address

_______________________________________________________
School Phone w/Area Code

Year of H.S. graduation:     14   15   16   17   18    Other ________

*MFA may send text message camp alerts to this cell phone. Standard text messaging rates 
may apply.

Student is:  Male  Female        Birthdate _______________________________              

T-Shirt Size (Adult Men’s Sizes):   S   M    L   XL   XXL 
 **Please send information on MFA programs in addition to camp to this email address.

*Instrumental Merit Scholarships – for Concert Band, Jazz, Orchestra and Concert Percussion ONLY:  National Honor Ensembles Scholarship $200 savings; All-State 
Scholarship $150 savings; All-City/District Scholarship $75 savings. Certificate of membership or teacher certification required. See musicforall.org/merit-scholarships for eligible ensembles.

BROCHURE



_______________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian First Last  Relationship

_______________________________________________________
Home Address  City, State Zip

_______________________________________________________
Home Phone (Area Code) Cell Phone (Area Code)

_______________________________________________________
Parent Email address (can include more than one)

_______________________________________________________
Second Parent/Guardian First Last  Relationship

_______________________________________________________
Home Address  City, State Zip

_______________________________________________________
Home Phone (Area Code) Cell Phone (Area Code)
If above not available, in an emergency, contact:

_______________________________________________________
Emergency Contact First Last  Relationship

_______________________________________________________
Home Address  City, State Zip

_______________________________________________________
Home Phone (Area Code) Cell Phone (Area Code)

Last Tetanus/Diptheria immunization date  ______________
  MM / DD / YYYY

______________________________________________________
Brief descriptions and dates of items checked

______________________________________________________
Medications – type, dose, and frequency (list)

______________________________________________________
Allergies – include allergies to medications, foods, sting, other substances (list)

______________________________________________________
Physical, medical or other restrictions that would limit camp activities

______________________________________________________
INSURANCE CARRIER

______________________________________________________
Policy #   Group/Plan #

______________________________________________________
Family Physician  Physician Phone (Area Code)

❏  COPY OF THE FRONT AND BACK OF YOUR INSURANCE POLICY CARD ATTACHED MUST ACCOMPANY REGISTRATION FORM 

❏  NO INSURANCE. (Students ARE able to attend camp without insurance.)

Parental Consent Form/Responsibility Clause – Please Read Carefully and Fill Out Completely.
 I hereby give permission for  __________________________________________________ to participate in the 2015 Music for All Summer Symposium listed on the front of this application. I 
understand that Music for All, Inc., Bands of America, Orchestra America and their respective officers, directors, agents (including Ball State University, JEN Jazz Education Network, Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra, Taylor University, 
Delaware County and their respective directors, officers, employees and agents) and employees shall not be nor later become, liable or responsible in any way in conjunction with services, for any death, injury, damage, delay or 
irregularity which may occur while participating in this Music for All sponsored event (the “Sponsored Event”).
 Also, in case of emergency, I hereby give my consent for a qualified physician to perform any medical or surgical procedures s/he deems necessary to the welfare of this applicant while participating 
in the Sponsored Event. I hereby give permission to the Music for All and Bands of America nursing staff to observe students self-administering prescription medication and non-prescription medication during the sponsored event. 
It is understood that Music for All and medical personnel will make every attempt to contact parents, guardians or relatives listed above prior to taking any such actions, but in the event I or they cannot be reached for an emergency, 
I hereby give permission to the physician selected by Music for All to secure and administer such treatment(s) as may be necessary, including hospitalization, for my child as named above and while attending the Sponsored Event. I 
also authorize Music for All and its agents to release copies of my son/daughter’s medical record to hospitals and other physicians to which they are referred and to insurance companies for payment of a medical claim. A photocopy is 
as valid as the original.
 Further, this authorization permits said physician and medical professionals to hospitalize, secure appropriate consultation, order injections, anesthesia (local, general or both) or surgery for this applicant if such emergency condi-
tions warrant. The undersigned does hereby assume and agree to pay any indebtedness or physician’s or surgeon’s fees and hospital charges for such service, and for any ambulance or any other emergency transportation that may be 
needed. Music for All requires participants to have a physical examination performed within the preceding 36 months of the camp by a qualified physician, registered nurse or other 
person recognized by law to undertake that responsibility. In certain cases, Music for All may request/require written evidence of physical exam.

We hereby irrevocably grant to Music for All, Inc, Bands of America, Orchestra America and their respective agents, licensees and assigns, the right to use in any and all media and in any and all forms this applicant’s 
name, likeness, photographic prints and any reproduction of his or her sounds, performance or appearance while attending the Sponsored Event, for any purpose including promotion, advertising or otherwise. I understand I will not 
be paid any royalty or other compensation. With the use of the rights, we hereby waive and release Music for All, Inc., Bands of America, Orchestra America and their respective agents, licensees and assigns from all claims, liabilities 
and/or damages which now or in the future may arise from such use.
 We acknowledge that the minor/applicant is responsible for the safety and security of his or her musical instruments, equipment and personal belongings and for loss or damage arising from 
mischievous acts, vandalism, theft or other causes. We the undersigned understand that the Sponsored Events are a smoke free and drug-free environment and that consumption of alcohol or unlawful drugs or the smoking of any 
substance is prohibited and will be grounds for immediate dismissal from the program without refund. If a serious problem of misbehavior of the minor should arise and in the judgment of the Music for All officials the minor should 
be sent home before the end of the Sponsored Events, we authorize Music for All to take such action. I, the undersigned, have read, understand and accept the “Late/Change Fees and Cancellation Policy” 
on the front of this registration form and the foregoing statements and policies.

Signature ________________________________________________ Date  ______________ Relation to Student _________________________________________________

Print Name: ________________________________________Signature of Health Insurance policyholder ______________________________________________________________

Concert Band*
❏ Flute
❏ Oboe
❏ Bassoon
❏ Clarinet
❏ Bass clarinet
❏ Alto saxophone
❏ Tenor saxophone
❏ Baritone saxophone
❏ Trumpet
❏ French horn
❏ Trombone
❏ Bass Trombone
❏ Euphonium
❏ Tuba

Area of Study: Select Only One Jazz Band*
❏ Alto saxophone
❏ Tenor saxophone
❏ Baritone saxophone
❏ Trumpet
❏ Trombone
❏ Bass Trombone
❏ Piano/keyboard
❏ Guitar
❏ Acoustic Bass/Bass guitar
❏ Drum Set - Two students 
are assigned to each jazz 
band by audition. Remaining 
drumset students are assigned 
to developmental classes.

Orchestra
❏ Violin
❏ Viola
❏ Cello
❏ Double Bass

Marching Band
❏ Piccolo
❏ Flute
❏ Clarinet
❏ Alto saxophone
❏ Tenor saxophone
❏ Baritone saxophone
❏ Trumpet
❏ Mellophone/French horn
❏ Baritone/Euphonium
❏ Trombone
❏ Tuba/Sousaphone

❏ Bands of America Drum 
Major Institute

Music for All 2015 Summer Symposium Student Residential Registration

❏ Percussion Ensemble
Includes Concert and 

 percussion front.
❏ Marching Percussion

My instrument is:
❏ Snare
❏ Multi-Toms
❏ Bass Drum
❏ Cymbals

Marching Percussion is NOT part 
of the Marching Band Track.  
Drum set students, select Drum 
Set in the Jazz Band area

National Percussion 
Symposium

❏ Flag
❏ Rifle
❏ Sabre

(Choose only ONE)

Color Guard

Parent/Guardian Information (in case of emergency)

❏ Leadership Preview Weekend 
Only

Roommate Preference: Roommate preferences can only be considered if BOTH people request each other with their initial application.  Roommate requests are not guaranteed.  Maximum TWO people 
per room. Room and roommate assignments will not be available until on-site camp registration. Adults and students cannot be roomed together. You cannot request roommate “To Be Announced.” You and your 
requested rooommate must have the same housing dates in order to be considered. Any changes after 5/20 will be subject to $20 change fee per person. 

Roommate Preference Full Name: ___________________________________ School, State: ____________________________________________

“Get on the Bus” Routes: 
Contact me!
“Get on the Bus” to the Summer 
Symposium and leave the driving to 
us. MFA is working to arrange bus 
routes from points across the country. 
Please check musicforall.org/bus for 
more information about getting on a 
bus or being a bus captain.

❏ “I would be interested in riding a 
‘Get on the Bus’ route if one departed 
from my area.”

❏ Convulsions
❏ Diabetes
❏ Heart defect/murmur

❏ Bleeding disorder
❏ Asthma
❏ Surgery (past 2 years)

❏ Chicken Pox
❏ Measles
❏  Mumps

Medical History:
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Continued on Back–Registration is not complete without both sides.

BROCHURE

National Presenting Sponsor

2015 Music for All Summer Symposium
Collegiate/Young Teacher* Registration
Ball State University, Muncie, IN • Monday, June 22, 2015 – Saturday, June 27, 2015
Leadership Weekend Experience: Saturday, June 20, 2015– Monday, June 22, 2015

*Collegiate/Young Teacher discount registration fee is available to current college students and teachers in their first three years of teaching.
Please print clearly. Please mail completed form to Music for All, 39 W. Jackson Place, Suite 150, Indianapolis, IN 46225 or fax to 317.524.6200. Photocopy completed application for your records.

______________________________________________________________
First Name                          M.I.                     Last Name                                     First Name for Name Badge

______________________________________________________________
Email address (All camp information will be sent to this email address.)**

______________________________________________________________
Secondary Email address

______________________________________________________________
Home Address

______________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip

______________________________________________________________
Area Code/Home Phone Area Code/Cell Phone*

______________________________________________________________
School Name

______________________________________________________________
School Street Address

______________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip

______________________________________________________________
Primary Band Director Contact Name at this School (if different from the registrant)

______________________________________________________________
School Phone w/Area Code

*MFA may send text message camp alerts to this cell phone. Standard text messaging rates may apply.

Applicant is:  Male         Female Birthdate ______________________________

**Please send information on MFA programs in addition to camp to this email address.

Registrant Information School Information

Late/Change Fees and Cancellation Policy 
ALL cancellations: Before June 1–Music for All will retain $250 as a non-refundable deposit portion 
of registration fee, refunding balance paid. After June 1–Music for All will retain 100% of registration fee, no refunds.

$65 Late Registration Fee applies: If an applicant registers or pays after May 20.  

$20 Change Fee applies after May 20: 1) For any roommate changes; 2) For any housing date 
changes;  and 3) For late receipt of TBA names. 

Lost, Stolen or Damaged Items: BSU imposes a penalty for lost/stolen items needing replacement 
including room keys, meal wrist bands and damage to BSU property. We will charge the applicant for these 
replacement charges. Further details will be in the Final Packet.

Check is enclosed.           Charge Credit Card # __________________________________________________________Exp_____________________________

 Signature ____________________________________________________ Print name of cardholder ____________________________________________

DEPOSIT OPTION - Automatic payment to the above credit card: Music for All is authorized to charge the balance on May 20, 2015

Payment Method – Payment MUST accompany application. Make checks payable to Music for All.

Payment Options Choose one:
(*Collegiate/Young Teacher discount fee is available for current college students and teachers in their first three years of teaching.)

Residential Full Fee–Collegiate/Young Teacher–Postmarked on or before May 20, 2015.............................................................................................$365 = $ _________________
(Deposit option: Lock in price with $250 and registration by May 20, total/balance due by May 20)
Commuter Full Fee–Collegiate/Young Teacher–Postmarked on or before May 20, 2015...............................................................................................$190 = $ _________________
Does NOT include housing. Meals included are lunch Tuesday-Friday (6/23-6/26), Friday picnic dinner (6/26), Saturday picnic lunch (6/27).

Optional Additions and Upgrades (Must be Added to Full Week Fees):

Residential – Add Leadership Weekend Experience (June 20-22) ................................................................ SELECT HOUSING OPTION AND PRICING BELOW = $ _________________
Available only to collegiates/young teachers enrolled in the Full Week Directors’ Academy. Housing option for Leadership must match option for Full Week, you’ll be housed in the same room for Leadership and Full Week.

Commuter – Add Leadership Weekend Experience (June 20-22) ..........................................................................................................................................$75 = $ _________________
For those enrolled in Full Symposium Week. Does NOT include housing, meals begin with Saturday dinner (6/20) and end with Monday lunch (6/22). Breakfast not included.

Additional Nights Housing Please check the nights you are adding (Meals are not provided).................................. SELECT HOUSING OPTION AND PRICING BELOW = $ _________________

Housing Upgrade – Available for full camp week only...................................................................................................... SELECT HOUSING OPTION AND PRICING BELOW = $ _________________
Residence Hall – Single Room Add $100  Hotel – Double Room Add $210  Hotel – Single Room Add $490

Add Late Registration Fee (for registrations, additions or payments after May 20, 2015. Application must be postmarked by May 20 to avoid the late fee.)....$65 = $ ___________________

Choose one:   I want to pay the the full fee  OR ❏ I want to pay the $250 deposit fee ...........................................................................TOTAL = $ ___________________

Leadership Residence Hall – Double Room........................$160
Leadership Residence Hall – Single Room .........................$207

Leadership Hotel Accommodations – Double Room .........$276
Leadership Hotel Accommodations – Single Room...........$392

Select nights: Select housing type:

Fri. 6/19  Sat.. 6/20  Sun. 6/21  Sat. 6/27 

Residence Hall – Double Room.............$26 x ____ # of nights = $______
Residence Hall – Single Room ..............$32 x ____ # of nights = $______
Hotel – Double Room............................$58 x ____ # of nights = $______
Hotel – Single Room ...........................$116 x ____ # of nights = $______



STUDENTS 
CHOOSE FROM:
• Color Guard
• Concert Band
• Drum Major Institute
• Jazz Band
• Leadership Weekend*
• Marching Band
• Orchestra
• Percussion

DIRECTORS/ADULTS 
CHOOSE FROM:
• Directors Academy
• Percussion Instructor Academy
• Color Guard Instructor Academy
• Middle School and

Young Teacher Academy
• Parent/Booster Institute

Carolina Crown•Corps-in-Residence

Learn more and register at www.musicforall.org/camp or call 800.848.2263

June 22-27, 2015

Muncie, Indiana • Ball State University

Leadership Weekend Experience

*June 20-22, 2015
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46) Best Educational Program: Color Guard Division
at the Music for All Summer Symposium
Support Materials
www.musicforall.org Color Guard Division Landing Page



46) Best Educational Program: Color Guard Division
at the Music for All Summer Symposium
Support Materials: Social Media Posts



46) Best Educational Program: Color Guard Division
at the Music for All Summer Symposium
Support Materials
Facebook Cover Photos



46) Best Educational Program: Color Guard Division
at the Music for All Summer Symposium
Support Materials
Color Guard Division Facebook Group



46) Best Educational Program: Color Guard Division at the Music for All Summer Symposium
Support Materials: Blog Post (Camp Online Coverage)
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46) Best Educational Program: Color Guard Division
at the Music for All Summer Symposium
Support Materials
YouTube Color Guard Camp Videos 



46) Best Educational Program: Color Guard Division at the Music for All Summer Symposium
Support Materials: Information Provided to Participants

Student Final Packet Sample



CONTACT INFORMATION 

National Presenting Sponsor

Student General Camp Information	  
June 22-27, 2015 ⋅ Ball State University ⋅ Muncie, IN 
Leadership Weekend Experience ⋅ June 20-22, 2015 

Music for All Summer Symposium, presented by Yamaha	  

Participants are able to receive mail while at camp. A member of Music for All or the SWAG Team will deliver all mail directly to the 
participant’s room within the Residence Hall.  

NOTE TO PARENTS: The University receives several large shipments of mail per day, so a letter or package may not be processed 
the day it arrives. We advise you to send mail EARLY so that it will get to your child while they are on campus! The letter/package 
should be addressed as follows: 

“Student’s name” 
Conferences and Special Events 
c/o Music for All Headquarters 
Carmichael Hall Room 141 
Ball State University 
Muncie, IN 47303 

MUSIC FOR ALL HEADQUARTERS  
Located in the Atrium in the Art and Journalism Building 
Hours: 8:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. daily starting Friday, June 19-Saturday, 27 

24-Hour Event Hotline:  877-643-6043 
For Emergencies: Call our 24-hour Event Hotline or dial 911, depending on the severity. 
BSU Police Department: 765-285-1111 

Please note that MFA Headquarters is a working office during the week. Parents, please refrain from calling simply to leave a 
message for your child because you haven’t heard from him/her. If you wish to speak with your child during the week, plan your 
calling schedule before your child leaves home. Operator assisted phone calls, which require a phone card or a credit card number, 
MAY be made from the phones in the public area or lobby of your students’ dormitory. 

** MUNCIE IS IN THE EASTERN DAYLIGHT TIME ZONE** 

BALL STATE UNIVERSITY CAMPUS MAP APP FOR IPHONE AND ANDROID PHONES - DOWNLOAD IT FOR FREE! 
iPhone: http://tinyurl.com/lp22avr 
Android: http://tinyurl.com/lhn8944 

Please notify Music for All of any instruments or additional equipment you will be shipping to the Summer Symposium as soon as 
possible.   
Time your shipping so that your items arrive after Tuesday, June 16, but before Friday, June 19. Remember, ALL MAIL MUST GO 
THROUGH CAMPUS PROCESSING, so please allow for an additional day or so for the shipment to reach its destination. 

World-class concerts and events every evening bring the entire Symposium population together and set the Summer Symposium 
apart from any other type of summer camp experience. This year’s concert schedule includes: 

Yamaha Young Performing Artists  Monday, June 22 
United States Army Field Band & Soldiers’ Chorus  Tuesday, June 23 
Voices from the Soul: A high energy listen to the nexus of soul, blues, and jazz Wednesday, June 24 
Ahn Trio  Thursday, June 25 
Drum Corps International Central IN Friday, June 26 
Corps Performing: Blue Stars, Bluecoats, Boston Crusaders, Carolina Crown, Crossmen, Madison Scouts, The Cadets and The Cavaliers

SHIPPING INSTRUMENTS AND EQUIPMENT TO CAMP 

2015 CONCERT LINE UP 
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Family and friends can visit www.musicforall.org/camp for more information or to purchase concert tickets. Tickets for the 
DCI Central Indiana show are being sold directly by DCI. Visit dci.org/tickets for more information.  

Each of the student divisions’ curricula is designed to be immersive, offering students hands-on experience with renowned 
teaching and performing professionals. Several of the student divisions feature clinics and master classes with guest artists during 
the camp week in addition to their final performance on Saturday, June 27. Please see the Student Audition and Track Information 
for details on an additional performance by the Marching Band division.  

Marching Band division to perform with Carolina Crown at DCI show, Friday, June 26 

All Summer Symposium Fees include the following: 
• Tuition
• Admittance to all evening concerts and events
• Symposium workbook and materials
• Housing and Meals (non-commuters)

Leadership Weekend Experience & Summer Symposium Participants: 
• Dinner Saturday, June 20 - Lunch Saturday, June 27
• Housing Saturday, June 20 – Friday night, June 26
• Additional housing for Friday, June 19 and Saturday, June 27 is also available.  Please contact MFA at 800.848.2263 or

symposium@musicforall.org for more information.

Leadership Weekend Experience ONLY Participants: 
• Dinner Saturday, June 20 – Lunch Monday, June 22
• Housing Saturday, June 20 – Sunday night, June 21
• Additional housing for Friday, June 19, is also available.  Please contact MFA at 800.848.2263 or

symposium@musicforall.org for more information.

Summer Symposium ONLY Participants: 
• Dinner Monday, June 22 – Lunch Saturday, June 27
• Housing Monday, June 22 – Friday night, June 26
• Additional housing for Sunday, June 21 and Saturday June 27 is also available.  Please contact MFA at 800.848.2263 or

symposium@musicforall.org for more information.

ON-SITE REGISTRATION AND NOTEBOOK PICK-UP 
All participants should report to the Symposium Registration Room, located in the Park Hall Multipurpose Room, to officially 
check-in and pick up a credential and notebook. The Symposium Registration Room will be open at the following times: 

Leadership Weekend Experience 
Saturday, June 20: 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
Park Hall Multipurpose Room 
Opening Session begins promptly at 1:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 20, in Pruis Hall 

Full Week Symposium 
Monday, June 22: 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Park Hall Multipurpose Room 
Opening Session begins promptly at 1:00 p.m. on 
Monday, June 22, in Emens Auditorium 

Checking in will take approximately 30 minutes per participant. We encourage you to arrive early to ensure you complete your 
check-in and placement hearings/auditions prior to the Opening Session. Please note that Monday lunch is on your own and NOT 
included in your Symposium fee, unless you are also attending the Leadership Weekend Experience. Participants who are 
attending both the Leadership Weekend Experience and the weeklong Symposium only need to check in once. 

SYMPOSIUM FEE INCLUSIONS 

REGISTRATION & OPENING SESSIONS 
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PLACEMENT HEARINGS - MONDAY, JUNE 22 
The following tracks will have a placement hearing on Monday, June 22 prior to the Opening Session: Concert Band, Jazz Band, 
Color Guard, Concert Percussion, and Orchestra. For more information about specific track audition information and procedures, 
please refer to the Student Audition and Track Information document within this mailing. 

IDENTIFICATION PROCEDURE 
Music for All will provide each participant with a credentialed name badge and colored wristband. Please be prepared to show 
such identification upon request. Participants are required to carry their room keys, nametags, and meal cards at all times, 
as well as keep the wristband on for the duration of their stay. 

ADDITIONAL HOUSING/EARLY ARRIVALS 
If your travel plans dictate an early arrival Friday, June 19 before Leadership Weekend; Sunday, June 21, before the camp week; or 
a departure on Sunday, June 28, additional housing for students is available at $26 per person, per night. If your child needs 
additional housing and you haven’t indicated this already, please send a check to the MFA office or call us with your credit card 
number to book additional nights. Please note a $20 change fee will be assessed for changes made after May 20. Dining halls will 
be open during these times for additional meals, but at an additional expense as they are not included in the package. For all 
participants arriving early, please refer to the Early Arrival Information document and fill out the following online form to 
confirm your housing arrangements: http://www.musicforall.org/camp-housing 

ROOMMATE REQUESTS  
Students are housed two per room in university dorms (males with males and females with females). You are allowed to request 
a roommate, but both parties must request one another for the accommodation to be made. One-sided requests will not be 
honored. We also cannot accommodate requests such as “with the other drum major from my school.” It is your responsibility to 
identify that person, make the request and have him/her do the same. Please note that roommate requests will also not be 
honored if each party has differing arrival and/or departure dates. Changes and corrections to roommates made after May 20 
will incur a $20 change fee per person. 

RESIDENCE HALL CHECK-IN 
Upon arrival to campus, you should proceed to your assigned Residence Hall to receive your key and check-in to your room. 
Residence Halls will be available for check in from 7:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m. on your arrival day. Participants expecting an arrival after 
11:00 p.m. should contact Music for All in advance at symposium@musicforall.org or 800-848-2263 to confirm check-in 
arrangements. You will receive an email from Music for All with your assigned Residence Hall no later than June 5. 

LATE/DELAYED ARRIVALS 
If your travel plans change, resulting in your arrival at Ball State University after 11:00 p.m., please call the Music for All 24-Hour 
Event Hotline at 877-643-6043 and notify us. A Music for All or Ball State University representative will meet you in the lobby of 
your assigned Residence Hall to check you in and give you your key. 

FINAL PERFORMANCES AND CHECK OUT 
Every student will participate in a Final Performance between 8:30 am and 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 27. Family and friends are 
invited to attend these performances, but we ask that all students remain on campus until the conclusion of all Final 
Performances at 3:00 p.m. It is our belief that the educational experience combines being a performer and supporting other 
performers as an audience. If there is a serious reason for your child to leave camp prior to 3:00 p.m., you must complete an Early 
Departure form (see section below). 

EARLY DEPARTURE 
Should a participant need to depart camp early on Friday, June 26 or before their final performance on Saturday, June 27, an Early 
Departure form must be completed by the student’s parent/guardian prior to arriving to camp. The form may be mailed to the 
MFA office before June 12 or may be handed in upon checking in at camp.  A member of the SWAG team will be in 
communication with each student departing early with his or her check out procedure. 

CHECKOUT PROCEDURE  
Residence Hall checkout will begin on Saturday, June 27 at 3:00 p.m., upon the conclusion of all Final Performances. Participants 
should leave all linens in rooms and all doors unlocked.  ANY MISSING OR DAMAGED UNIVERSITY PROPERTY WILL BE CHARGED TO 
THE PARTICIPANT. Please carry any trash from your room to the various trash receptacles located on each floor of the Residence 
Hall. Ball State University will ensure that ample signage is posted directing guests to floor trash rooms. Students staying 

HOUSING INFORMATION AND DORM CHECK-IN/OUT 
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overnight until Sunday, June 28 must check out by 9:00 a.m. that morning. Students participating in the Leadership only track can 
check out at 8:00 a.m. on Monday, June 22.  

MEAL CARDS/PROCEDURES 
All Leadership and full-week Symposium participants will be given a meal card to be swiped in the dining halls during designated 
meal periods. Meal cards are preloaded with a set amount of money for each meal period. Students will be using dining halls that 
are “all you care to eat” and “a la carte.” Participants that wish to purchase “a la carte” items above and beyond the amount of 
money on the meal card will be allowed to do so by paying with cash or credit/debit card. Some participants choose to bring cash 
or a pre-paid debit/credit card for these instances. Please note that the amount of money loaded onto the meal card will purchase 
an adequate meal for either a student or adult participant. 

MONETARY ALLOTMENT PER MEAL: 
Breakfast - $4.65, Lunch - $8.20, Dinner - $8.20 
* You may only swipe your card once per each mealtime.

LOST OR STOLEN KEYS/MEAL CARDS 
At registration, students will receive a key, which will allow them access to their dormitory for the duration of camp, as well as a 
meal card for access into the dining halls. If, at any time, their key or meal card is lost or stolen, they must find a SWAG or go to 
SWAG Headquarters located in Park Hall to fill out acknowledgement of responsibility for the charge. Please be sure your child is 
aware of this policy.  

Participants will be charged $60 for the new key and/or $5 for the new meal card. If your child does not have the necessary funds 
with them (cash, check or credit card), we will be contacting you, their parent(s), for payment. A new key and/or meal card will not 
be issued without you or your child’s knowledge. 

SHUTTLE SERVICE FROM AIRPORT & BUS STATIONS 
A shuttle service is available from both the Indianapolis International Airport and the Muncie Miller Trailways Bus Station. If you 
are flying with instruments and/or musical equipment, please call the airline to learn about any size restrictions. In some cases, 
there is an extra fee for oversized luggage. Those traveling by bus or train to and from Indianapolis will need to add an 
additional leg to their trip to include the Muncie stop, as Muncie does not have a train station. 

A Shuttle Reservation Form is available for completion on our website at www.musicforall.org/camp-shuttle. All shuttle 
reservation forms and payments must be received at the MFA office by Friday, June 5. Music for All will offer shuttle service from 
only the two locations listed below:  	  

INDIANAPOLIS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
The preferred airport for Symposium participants is the Indianapolis International Airport (IND), which is approximately 1½ hours 
(80 miles) from the Ball State University (BSU) campus. Shuttle service between IND and the BSU campus may be prearranged 
through MFA. Refer to the Shuttle Reservation Form for costs and more details. MFA will have staff on site at the IND airport to 
meet/greet participants and direct them to their shuttle. 

MILLER TRAILWAYS BUS STATION IN MUNCIE  
Shuttle service is also provided to/from the Muncie, IN bus station. Please refer to the Shuttle Reservation Form for costs and more 
details. 

PARKING ON CAMPUS 
Parking is complimentary for the Summer Symposium. If you are a commuter, you will pick up your parking pass at registration. If 
you are staying on campus, you will receive a parking pass when you check in to your dormitory. The passes are only good for 
specific lots on campus. Parking outside of the designated areas will result in fines that will be your responsibility. Students 
staying on campus must turn in their keys to their SWAG team member at check-in. 

MEALS 

SHUTTLES AND PARKING 
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ALL CAMP PARTICIPANTS SHOULD BRING THE FOLLOWING ITEMS: 
• Comfortable, closed-toe shoes for walking
• Light jacket/sweatshirt for cool weather
• Backpack
• Rain gear for inclement weather

• Personal toiletries
• Sunscreen

• Water bottle
• Alarm clock

• Pens/pencils and notebook/binder
• Sunglasses and hats
• Towels, washcloths, blanket (sheets, pillow, and

pillowcases provided)

June weather in Indiana is often unpredictable. Historical averages for this area range from 60°F-90°F and often include high 
humidity. Please keep that in mind when packing for camp. 

All Ball State University Residence Halls will have air conditioning for the duration of camp. The rooms tend to be a bit cool at 
night, so plan accordingly. Also, please make sure all of your belongings are clearly marked with your name, address, and school. 

Please refer to the Student Audition and Track Information document within this mailing for track-specific items to bring. 

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE PROHIBITED AND WILL BE CONFISCATED BY MFA/BSU POLICE DEPARTMENT:
• Rollerblades
• Skateboards
• Scooters
• Bicycles

• Coffee Makers
• Weapons (non-

performance)
• Tobacco

• Illegal Drugs
• Alcohol

GENERAL CAMP RULES 
• You are expected to attend all classes and evening events. Attendance will be taken as each class starts and roll will also

be taken at the nightly floor meeting in your dorm. If you are not present, and are not with the nurse, an immediate 
search of the campus will commence. 

• You are expected to follow the rules and timelines regarding appropriate behavior, room assignments, and curfews.
• All medication must be registered with the camp nurse during the Check-In process.
• Every Music for All event observes a TOBACCO FREE policy. Cigarettes and chewing tobacco are not to be consumed or

possessed by any student participant throughout the duration of camp.
• The possession or use of alcohol and/or illegal drugs is STRICTLY PROHIBITED and will result in immediate dismissal from

the camp.
• You may not leave campus for any reason without having made prior, specific arrangements with the MFA staff.
• Students (other than commuters) that drive to BSU for the weeklong camp must turn in their keys at Check-In and will

not be allowed to drive anywhere during the week.
• The participant assumes any and all financial responsibility for damages that occur in a campus building or on campus

grounds due to their own negligence.
• Cell phones MUST BE TURNED OFF during all sessions and concerts.

UNIVERSITY HOUSING POLICIES 
• No open flames.
• Doors should not be propped open.
• Lofted furniture should remain lofted and should not block access to any windows or doors.
• Furniture should not be dismantled or removed from its designated space.
• Students are responsible for disposal of their trash. Trash and recycling rooms are located on every floor.
• Markings or postings on exterior surfaces of residence halls and complexes are prohibited; this includes but is not limited

to writing messages on sidewalks using chalk or tape.
• Participants may ONLY post items or messages on the provided bulletin board affixed to their door.
• Participants are held financially responsible for any property damage resulting from the violation of any of the above

policies or general negligence.

ANY INFRACTION OF THE ABOVE RULES COULD RESULT IN EARLY DISMISSAL FROM THE CAMP! Parents will be responsible 
for transportation costs if a child is dismissed early from the camp. 

WHAT TO BRING TO CAMP 

SYMPOSIUM RULES 
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SWAG TEAM 
The SWAG Team is a group of college students, band directors, and other adults (many that are former campers) who have 
volunteered their time to make sure that your experience at camp is exceptional and will serve as camp counselors for the entirety 
of camp. Each SWAG has been hand-selected by the Leadership Team and must pass an extensive background check. SWAGs are 
assigned to assist at every track session and camp event, help students and parents with the check-in/check-out process, and will 
be staying in rooms on the same floors as the participants, providing 24-hour access to help with supervision. Additionally, MFA 
Staff and the Symposium faculty will be available to answer any questions or assist you in any way throughout your stay. 

NURSING STAFF 
The nursing staff is composed of Registered and Licensed Practicing nurses, EMTs, and paramedics. They will be on-campus and 
available every day of camp. In order to ensure the safety of all students on campus, all students with prescription medication 
(with the exception of insulin, inhalers, and EpiPens) are required to turn the medication over to the camp nurse during Check-In. 
Please note that the nursing staff can ONLY distribute medication that is provided by the student at check-in. 

OPENING AND PARENT WELCOME SESSION - MONDAY, JUNE 22 
Family plays an important role in extending the benefits of a student’s camp experiences into everyday life. Parents are invited to 
attend the Opening Session on Monday, June 22 at 1:00 p.m. in Emens Auditorium. A special Parent Welcome Session with MFA’s 
leadership expert, Fran Kick, will immediately follow at 2:00 p.m. in Emens Auditorium.  

PARENT SESSION AND BREAKFAST – SATURDAY, JUNE 27 
Parents are invited to attend a complimentary breakfast beginning at 7:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 27, followed by a 7:30 a.m. 
special presentation about your child’s experience at the Symposium and what to expect from your child after camp. The 
breakfast and session will be located in the Atrium in the Art and Journalism Building. While the breakfast and session are geared 
toward parents, all family members are welcome. Please fill out the Family Activities online form by Monday, June 22 at 
www.musicforall.org/camp-family-form. Although the breakfast and session are complimentary, reservations are required.   

FAMILY DAY PICNIC – SATURDAY, JUNE 27 
All Final Performances take place on Saturday, June 27 throughout the morning and afternoon. Symposium participants receive a 
picnic lunch on Saturday and parents, friends, and family are encouraged to attend. The picnic is held from 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
in the Field Sports Building, just south of Worthen Arena, and will include food, music, and an all-invited Drum Circle. Order your 
picnic tickets on or before Monday, June 22 and SAVE! Advanced pricing:  Adults- $15 each, Child- $4 each (5 years and under). 
Reservations are strongly suggested and may be made online at www.musicforall.org/camp-family-form or by filling out an order 
form that will be available on site at registration. Tickets purchased after Monday, June 22, including on-site purchases, will be $18 
per adult and $5 per child (5 years and under). 

SOUVENIRS BY PEPWEAR 
Our souvenir display will be available at several locations throughout camp. You may want to buy your souvenirs early in the week 
to ensure your clothing size is not sold out. 

JOLESCH ENTERPRISES PHOTOGRAPHY 
Our professional photographers will be on campus all week providing formal, informal group photos and candid shots. Visit 
www.bandgroupphotography.com for more information.   

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE CENTER 
An Educational Resource Center, sponsored by Muncie Music, the Official Music Store of the MFA Summer Symposium, will also 
be available at the Summer Symposium. The Center will have books and printed materials available for sale that have been 
published by many of the clinicians with whom you will be studying. They will also have basic instrument essentials such as reeds, 
valve oil, and other supplies.  

SWAG TEAM AND NURSING STAFF 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES 

SOUVENIR OPPORTUNITIES 
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Minimal jewelry is okay, but no hats or sunglasses will be 
worn for these performances. 

ORCHESTRA TRACK 
PLEASE BRING  
• Your instrument, bow, rosin, mute, music stand, shoulder

rest (for violin and viola players). Clearly label your 
equipment with your name, address and school. Please
bring extra strings. 

• Cello/Bass Students: bring your rock stops.
• Comfortable attire (shorts, jeans, and shirts): please note

that you will be in air conditioning for a majority of your 
day. 

CONCERT BLACK for your final performance. 
Girls:  long black skirt (below the knee) or slacks are acceptable 
with a white blouse and black shoes. 
Boys: white dress shirt, black slacks, and black shoes 

ORCHESTRA AUDITION INFORMATION: 
Students enrolled in the Orchestra Track will audition on a solo 
of your choice and the following scales: 
G, D and C Major Scales. Students may choose to play 1, 2 or 3 
octave scales.  

COLOR GUARD TRACK 
EQUIPMENT 
• Students are required to bring any equipment they wish to

spin during the week. They should bring their equipment in
a simple equipment or flag bag. Each piece of equipment 
should be marked with student’s name, address and school.

• Most weapons are acceptable. Rifles must range from 36-
39“ and should be taped. White is the preferred color and
straps are optional. Sabres vary based on experience, but 
most band supply company sabres are in the range of 36-39“.
Either metal or plastic hilt will be accepted for use. All 
weapon students may want to bring an additional weapon
to Symposium in case of any breakage. 

• It is REQUIRED that ALL students (including weapons) bring
a flagpole (6 feet in height). Students should bring two solid
colored silks (NOT show or performance flags) with the
following size dimensions: 35’’x 50’’ (min) or 35’’x 60’’ (max). 
If silks with these dimensions are not available, please try 
and stay closer to 35”x 50”. One flag will be the primary
practice flag for the week and the other will be available to
use in case of inclement weather. 

• Please bring TWO 1” carriage bolts (found at local hardware
store, 1-2” in length) to weight your flagpole. Flagpoles need
to be weighted, as students WILL BE tossing throughout the

week. If poles are already properly weighted, please bring 
extras if possible. 

• It is recommended that all students bring white and black
electrical tape in case of any needed repairs. 

APPROPRIATE ITEMS (BRING) 
• Athletic shorts
• T-shirts/tops
• Warm-up suits/outside dancewear
• Hats/headbands/scarves
• Small towel
• Sunglasses and SUNSCREEN
• Water bottle
• 2 pairs of lace-up tennis shoes with proper arch support
• Layers are recommended with the possibility of extreme 

weather 
• Sports bras (ONLY allowed if worn under t-shirts)
• Dance shoes (not required, but can be used during dance

classes) 
• Final Performances: bring dark (black, dark gray, dark 

blue) shorts, white top or t-shirt, and tennis shoes 

INAPPROPRIATE ITEMS (DON’T BRING) 
• Boxer/spandex/short shorts
• Halter/tube Tops
• Swimwear
• Flip Flops/Sandals
• Clothing with inappropriate/offensive language

COLOR GUARD AUDITION INFORMATION 
The Color Guard Track is designed to help color guard students 
develop a wide variety of skills in today’s competitive and non-
competitive arena. We realize that guard members are trained 
differently around the country, so each student will perform a 
short audition at the beginning of camp, allowing our staff to 
determine their movement and equipment ability and placing 
them in an appropriate class. Auditions will be held on Monday, 
June 22. 

* All color guard students will need to prepare the following on the
appropriate equipment for their audition: 

Flag, Rifle, Sabre Classes 
• Auditions will be held from 9:30am-11:30 am.  The

location will be given at registration. 
• Prepare a variety of spins, tosses and a simple 16-24

count equipment segment without music that 
showcases your experience level in guard. A favorite
phrase from fall or winter or an original creation is
acceptable. 
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• There will not be a separate movement audition for
flag, rifle, and sabre classes. Please showcase
movement skills within the equipment audition 
phrase. 

Master Class Information 
• Master class auditions will be held at 10:00am. This 

will be a group audition, so please arrive on time. If
warm-up time is needed, arrive by 9:30am. The
location will be given at registration. 

• Master class audition skills and choreography will be
available online at http://dshowcase.com/mfa2015/ 
by mid May.  Students who wish to participate in
Master Class are strongly encouraged to view the
videos, learn the skills and choreography, and be 
prepared to demonstrate mastery of these during the
audition. The master class will only accept 12-16
students. 

•  If students are not accepted into the master class, 
they can choose a flag, rifle, or sabre class to join. 

Please join the MFA Color Guard Facebook Group to ask 
questions, get information, and start making friends! Just 
search “Color Guard at MFA Summer Symposium” on 
Facebook. 
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FROM OUR MEDICAL TEAM 
Camp is full of many awesome experiences, packed into a very short time-span.  We want you to enjoy every minute 
of it, so it is important to remember and practice some basic wellness concepts that will keep you healthy and happy 
during camp. 

• Eat Three Well-Balanced Meals Every Day.  Your mind and body will be active for 12-14
hours per day, so it is necessary and essential to give yourself plenty of fuel.  Even if you
don’t typically eat breakfast, having something small like yogurt can make a difference.

• Drink Plenty of Non-Carbonated Fluids. You will sweat A LOT, even if your track is
primarily inside. To replenish the water and electrolytes your body loses through sweat and
vigorous activity, you will need to constantly consume water, sports drinks, and other non-
carbonated fluids.

• Thirst = Dehydration.  Even if you think you are drinking plenty of water, thirst is an early
sign of dehydration. If you feel thirsty, the worst thing you can do is to “tough it out.”  Just
drink water until you no longer feel thirsty and you will be a lot better off.

• Get Plenty of Rest.  The days are incredibly long and there isn’t a lot of free time, so you
need to get as much sleep at night as possible. It can be tempting to stay up at night talking
with your new friends, but your mind and body need time to relax so you can be at your best
every day.

• Bring Comfortable Shoes.  Walking will be your primary transportation method every day,
so you should bring a comfortable pair of shoes. Nothing will ruin a day faster than having to
walk everywhere with a blister.  Also, if you use a brace of any kind (i.e. knee, ankle, etc.)
don’t forget it!

• If You Get Sick, Tell Someone.  If you aren’t feeling well, don’t just sit in your room and try
to get better; tell your roommate, SWAG, an MFA staff member, or a member of the medical
team immediately.  If you don’t show up for a class/session, and no one knows where you
are, we will go on a campus-wide search and notify your parents that you are missing.   We
cannot help you if we don’t know where you are!

• Be Smart! Most medical issues can be avoided if you just use a little common sense. If it’s
hot outside, use sunscreen and drink plenty of water.  If you get dizzy or feel faint, tell
someone and then relax until you feel better.  If you are nursing an injury, don’t overexert
yourself.  No one knows your body and your limitations better than you do.
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2015 Music for All Summer Symposium 
Student Color Guard Audition Information 

Equipment Choice-   

Sabre______ Rifle______ Flag______ 

Master Class______  
If not placed in Master Class, I prefer to spin Rifle_______Sabre______Flag______ 

Name-_____________________________________________Grade Level Next School Year-_________ 

School Attending-_______________________________________________________________________ 

City & State-____________________________________________________________________________ 

Experience- (Years or seasons in Guard or Band
activity, plus awards, titles or leadership roles) FACULTY COMMENTS ONLY

Color Guard-_________________________       Equipment Skills/Level-   ____________ 

Dance-_______________________________ Movement Skills/Level-      ____________ 

Performing Arts-(music, theatre, etc.)______ Attitude/Performing Skills-     _________ 

List any Teachers/Instructors you’ve studies with in Color Guard/Dance/Arts-

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WHY ARE YOU HERE AT 2015 MFA SSY? 

*PLEASE COMPLETE this form BEFORE arriving to Monday’s Audition!
Good Luck, take a deep breath and see you at Auditions! 
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Small is Great: 
Striving for Excellence! 

By Robbie Arnold, MFA SSY CG Faculty 2011 

Having the opportunity to work with smaller bands in my area has been a great 

experience. Adair County High School and Beechwood High School have both been named 

the Bands of America Class A National Champions, in 2006 and 2007 respectfully, and I have 

been the color guard designer and instructor for both groups. There are many things that make 

this experience worthwhile. Not just the success but the hard work it takes from the staff and 

the dedication from the students is what makes these programs successful. Many people think 

that small bands are going to be less exciting and what most people in the guard world would 

consider “wrong” however, these fine programs are definitely neither of the two.  

When beginning a season with any program, no matter the size, it is important that all 

staff be involved in the planning process. Having a program coordinator helps this happen. 

This person’s role is to design the concept of the show and give the rest of the staff a forward 

way of thinking. We plan to meet two to three times during the spring to get everyone on the 

same page and begin our journey through the season. Everyone has responsibilities and is 

asked to focus on them.  

With these responsibilities comes respect. If the people on the staff complete these 

tasks then the show will be constructed with few hick-ups or flaws. Sure there may be 
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 sections to re-write or ideas that don’t work the first try but this all part of the journey. It is also 

important to stay in the caption you are responsible for. I would never look at the percussion 

staff or the visual staff and try to do their job because I know those people are on top of their 

game. Also doing this would cause me to shift my focus and lose sight of the goal of the color 

guard.  

The small bands mentioned previously are both ran like larger bands of the same 

caliber. The simple fact that there are fewer members is the only difference. The students in 

these groups understand what it takes to be successful and work diligently to accomplish the 

goal.  

Most people would think the goal of these successful programs is to always win. That 

couldn’t be further from reality. The students understand that their hard work will shine through 

and if someone is better than them, then accolades to that program. Our winning is being 

better than the previous year or performance and to enjoy the experience of performing. I 

always tell my groups that there are hundreds of thousands of students who would love to be 

in their shoes and to never take one second of the journey for granted, because the moment 

you do you have let yourself down and will miss out on the best moments of your career. We 

strive for excellence in everything we do and if that is the focus, then the end result will be 

what we set out for in the beginning of the season.  
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The Life Lessons: The Life Changing
Lessons I’ve Learned through Color Guard 

            By Shannon Clark, MFA SSY CG Faculty 2012

I joined color guard when I was a junior in high school.  I remember my freshman and 
sophomore years of high school; I was a performer in the front ensemble of my school 
marching band.  I used to watch the rifle line with intense passion as they performed what 
seemed to be amazing tricks during rehearsals.  With envy, I observed their close knit 
relationships and deeply wanted to be able to perform the tosses and tricks they so effortlessly 
performed each rehearsal.  So, I borrowed a rifle and I set out to learn by going home and 
doing what I watched the rifles do each day.  

That was the beginning of my very passionate life in the activity of color guard.  I worked 
every day after school to master the skills I observed on the asphalt rehearsal field.  Six 
months later, and much to everyone’s surprise, I auditioned and made the rifle line at my high 
school.  To this day, I could not be more thankful.  The sport of color guard has greatly 
influenced my life and taught me many lessons which I would like to share.   

Dare to Dream 
            As I stated above, when I was a 15 years old sophomore in high school I watched the 
rifle line of my high school band from the front side line.  Standing there gazing out onto the 
marching field, I dreamed that one day, that would be me.  I only had one problem;   there was 
a rule of one year minimum experience in color guard to join the rifle line.  That just was not 
enough time for me.  I yearned to be on that rifle line as soon as possible and I had no 
marching experience.  Yet, instead of hanging on to the “I wish,” I decided that I would.  My 
dream would come true even if I had do defy the odds.  Instead of abiding by the limitations set 
before me, I dared to dream. 

Set a Goal and Make a Plan 
            I made my dream of performing with my high school rifle line come true because I set a 
goal, then I made a plan.   My plan was to watch those rifles practice every day then go home 
and practice harder than each and every one else; even those I learned from.  I put my plan 
into action immediately.  Every day after school I would race home, grab a snack, and head 
out to the front yard.  I taped two rifles together with intentions of building strength at a faster 
rate, and I spun and spun in front my house, using my windows as mirrors so I could see my 
improvements and correct my mistakes.   
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As auditions for the upcoming year’s rifle line approached, I increased the numbers of hours 
spent in the yard always keeping my goal, my dream, in mind.   
 
Take Risks 
            With hours and hours of dedicated practice as my “insurance policy,” the rules and the 
odds against me, I headed off to audition for my high school rifle line.  I was nervous, anxious, 
and fearful of the spiteful comments the other girls auditioning would make under their breath.  
I had to be better than everybody else that day; in reality, I had to be so good that the judging 
committee would accept me regardless of the rules. My hard work had to show; I had to 
portray ultimate confidence in myself and my abilities.  This was a task in which I had to put my 
best foot forward!  I was taking a great risk that could result in failure!  From every outside 
angle, I was set up to fail and the only thing I had on my side was the hours of dedicated hard 
work I had put to fulfilling my dream.  The selection committee could tell me no; they could 
sweep my dream right out from under my feet, but I thought to myself, “I will never know if I 
don’t try.” 
 
 
Make no Excuse 
            My dream of making the rifle line came true that night after auditions. My confidence 
and performance at the audition were so strong that the judging committee accepted me 
despite the rules.  My hard work, goal setting, planning, and risk taking paid off!!    The 
responsibilities of next few months would be another intense challenge.  Now, I had to be as 
good as the other girls who had formal training.  Each rehearsal presented new obstacles and I 
made numerous mistakes.  Instructors would yell my name from the top of the press box, 
“Shannon, you’re late!” “Shannon, quit watching the girl next to you!”  As much as I despised 
hearing my name followed by a thunderous announcement of my mistake, I learned to never 
make an excuse.  Excuses seemed to get me another bellowing verbal assault.  Instead, I 
learned to make a correction.   Benjamin Franklin once said, “He that is good for making 
excuses is seldom good for anything else.”  I continue to make mistakes in all aspects of my 
life and I find that making excuses never fairs well; thus, the generalizing the lesson “make no 
excuse” to all aspects of my life and my career keeps me ahead of the game.  
 
Conclusion 
            These are only a few of the many lessons learned from my experiences in color guard.  
In fact, after 12 years of color guard to date, the numbers of life lessons I have learned are too 
great to count.  Further, every one of the lessons is invaluable.  I live by these lessons each 
day with every challenge that comes my way.  I never stop dreaming, I never stop setting goals 
and making plans of action, and I almost never make an excuse.  With these lessons under my 
belt, I have accomplished great things such as making the Pride of Cincinnati, and acquiring a 
job at the school of my choice.  As you venture on through your color guard career, I 
encourage you to search out the valuable lessons that inevitably weave the fabric of which 
great activity consists. 
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How did you do that? 

Well, kind of like this… 
 

By Shannon Clark, MFA SSY CG Faculty 2012 
 

Have you ever asked someone for directions and tried to follow them?  “Turn left on Mississippi, 
then a right at the second…. no third traffic light, then the road will kind of split and you will take the 
right fork.  It looks sort of like it goes straight but, it really is the right fork.  Then you will go to the 
fourth stop sign, and make a left.  The opera house is the blue house next to the two yellow houses, 
near the second intersection past the curve at the top of the hill.  You can’t miss it.”  Next thing you 
know you’re lost and you have to stop and get directions again.  More than likely, the person who 
gave you these directions felt like they really helped you out while you feel the person who gave 
you directions was a total nitwit.   

 
This misunderstanding in communication could happen for several reasons.  First, the person 

who gave you directions already had a visual image of the places of which he was speaking while these 
places are yet to be discovered by yourself.  The direction giver has much more experience with the 
“territory” then yourself.  Second, as you listen and process the directions, you are creating your own 
ideas of what this landscape you are attempting to navigate will look like.  You more than likely are 
creating images in your head based on things you have experienced before.  In short, communicating 
what we mean to another person is an extremely difficult task, even though we do it every day.   

 
Think for a second about brushing your teeth in the morning.  Imagine that you are already in 

the bathroom standing in front of the sink.  List the steps you must follow to accomplish the task of 
brushing your teeth and leaving the bathroom.   
One’s list may look like this: 

 
      How to Brush Your Teeth 
 

1. Get toothbrush and toothpaste 
2. Put toothpaste on toothbrush. 
3. Run toothbrush under stream of water. 
4. Put toothbrush in your mouth and move back and forth and in tiny circles. 
5. Spit out toothpaste  
6. Rinse mouth and toothbrush. 
7. Put toothbrush and toothpaste away. 
8. Leave the bathroom.  

 
Now let’s say I try to follow your directions.  Keep in mind I have never brushed my teeth before.  I 

look for the toothbrush and toothpaste under the sink, in the shower, in the medicine cabinet.  I finally 
find the toothbrush and toothpaste in 
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the top right drawer.  I put the toothpaste on the toothbrush handle.  After all, I had no idea that the 
bristles were there for a reason; I have never done this before.  I run the toothbrush, the whole 
toothbrush, under a stream of very hot water.  Next, I hold the toothbrush with one hand on each end; I 
place the middle of the brush in my mouth and move the brush in somewhat of a side-to-side motion 
and around in small circles on my tongue.  Then, I spit on the floor, I rinse my mouth and the 
toothbrush, and I put away the toothbrush and toothpaste and leave the bathroom with the water still 
on.  In this case, I did follow your list of steps; however, I have a sneaking suspicion that the way I 
brushed my teeth using your list of steps was not at all what you intended.   

How does this translate into color guard?  Explaining techniques and the steps to choreography 
are very difficult.  In the activity of color guard, we strive to have several people do many things the 
exact same way.  For example, your color guard has a very specific way to do a drop spin while 
another guard may do them differently.  Do you grab in the silk or on the pole, do you start from right 
shoulder or from another position, do you grab every count straight up and down or at an angle?  And, 
would a person learning a drop spin for the first time, know what you are talking about if you use words 
like silk, pole, or right shoulder?  There are so many variables to communicating when we are teaching 
another person.  

Here are my suggestions for people who wish to teach another person or a group of people a 
color guard technique or choreography.  Just as when giving travel directions or making a list of steps 
for an everyday activity, you must be very specific with your language, and provide visual images of 
exactly what you need (when possible).  The more details you include, the better the chance that you 
will achieve the results you are looking for.  One of the great things about teaching color guard is you 
are there to be the example.   

To be as efficient as possible when explaining things, I follow a three-step process.   
 Step one:  LEAD the activity while explaining the details.  Include all the information you

have to communicate to another person exactly what you are looking for.
 Step two:  MODEL exactly what you want your student to do.  Have them watch and

observe you doing the things you are explaining.
 Step three:  TEST the student to see if you need to explain something in more detail or if

you need to clarify something that didn’t travel the line of communication very smoothly.

This three step process gives the explainer the opportunity to provide the learner both 
visual and verbal background.  Thus, the learner has some knowledge of what they are 
being asked to do.  Then, the learner is able to observe the explainer.  This lets the learner 
absorb things that the explainer may not even think to explain.  Finally, the explainer has an 
opportunity to observe the learner.  Then the explainer can begin the three-step teaching 
process over to better the learner’s understanding of the material. 



Music for All Summer Symposium presented by Yamaha – COLOR GUARD            www.musicforall.org

10

10 

2012 MUSICFORALL Summer Symposium Color Guard_______________________________________________

   Reflections: My First Years Out 

    By Michele Dershimer, MFA SSY CG Faculty 2008 
I started performing in this activity in 1979; those first years lead me down a path that will 
never end.  I marched with my high school band, and color guard, then in independent 
winter guards, and drum corps.  I’ve taught numerous high school and independent color 
guards, from middle school aged through college-aged students.  I’ve taught at various 
summer and band camps and for the last 15 years I was the director of a nationally 
competitive high school winter guard.  It was my life 18+ hours a day, seven days a week!  
(And I am a full time high school English teacher as well!) My sons were involved (as floor 
crew and boyfriends) and now my daughter too loves the activity.  I wouldn’t change a 
minute of it.  My best friends are in the activity; my husband, jock-turned-winter guard drill-
writer thinks it’s the most amazing SPORT he’s ever seen . . . AND it is. This hobby turned 
profession shaped my life and in turn, I’ve been able to shape others’ lives through it. 

But there comes a time when one who has given every Friday night and every Saturday 
and Sunday for 25 years decides it’s time to be done . . . but I couldn’t walk away totally; I just 
knew I was ready to move unto the next phase of my life in this activity.  It was time to begin 
judging.  Many instructors say horrible comments about judges; many blame judges, disagree 
with judges, speak poorly about them to their students and their parents.  But as a performer, I 
remember being inspired by some judges.  I remember getting to a show, finding out who was 
judging, feeling safe and  
excited, and going onto the court or field ready to impress and entertain them.  As an 
instructor, I educated my students on many levels, one of which was on the judges’ sheets and 
what the judges’ responsibilities were.   

Since those days of performing, I knew that one day I wanted to be one of those judges 
that students felt safe performing for, that students were excited to perform for.  I worked very 
hard this year while training and judging to give the instructors and performers as much as 
they were giving me.  It’s a hard job.  Judges have a huge responsibility and those that take it 
seriously prepare ahead of time, like the instructors and performers do.   

Judges get nervous; judges want to “get it right”; they want to reward the performers 
and the designers for their efforts.  They get nervous at the big shows, as well as the little 
shows.  They try to make their numbers 
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