


 



I. Overview Information 

A. Introduction & Background of Main Event 

 In 1885, Thomas Alva Edison built his winter home in Fort Myers, Florida on the 

Caloosahatchee River. Throughout the fifty years Edison wintered in Fort Myers, he dedicated 

time in support of local charities and projects. He died in 1931, having successfully received 

over one thousand patents for his inventions. 

 The idea of a celebration to commemorate Fort Myers’ most popular winter resident 

Thomas Alva Edison’s life of achievement evolved into the Edison Pageant of Light in 1938 

with a Coronation Ball, parade, band concert and a memorial service. By 1988, the festival had 

grown into a two week jubilee and the demand for more public events was great. However, the 

Pageant membership struggled to provide enough volunteers to grow the event. With a 

unanimous vote, the Pageant board elected to turn over all the public events to a new non-profit 

corporation. This paved the road to the possibilities of civic celebrations in which the entire 

community could participate. In 1989, the new organization, the Edison Festival of Light, Inc., 

officially assumed responsibility for all public events celebrating Thomas Edison and the City of 

Fort Myers. The tradition of the events is stronger than ever and culminates with the Grand 

Parade of Light each year. The Grand Parade of Light is the signature event of the season and is 

a two hour spectacle featuring national and local marching bands, floats and local entertainment 

to celebrate the life and achievements of Fort Myers winter resident, Mr. Edison. The parade is 

the largest public event in Southwest Florida and attendees travel from across the country and 

internationally to attend.  

 Considered one of the largest lighted night parades in the country, the 2015 Grand Parade 

marked the seventy-seventh year of the event. Attendance continues to soar as the Fort Myers 

Police Department estimates that more than 200,000 people participate and attend the evening 

parade.  

 The Edison Festival of Light’s mission seeks to honor Thomas Alva Edison’s 

contributions to mankind including Southwest Florida and seeks to improve the community by 

education and activities relating to Edison’s works and values. 

 

B. Description & Purpose of Educational Program 

For generations, the rich tradition of the Edison Festival of Light has helped bring the 

people of Fort Myers together for many common goals. The three week celebration takes place 

each February and aims to bring the Southwest Florida community in sync to celebrate—and in 

some cases with the ever-changing population, introduce—the history of the area. We 

acknowledge now even more than ever, the importance of continuing the history while 

strengthening the economy and culture of the community.  

By providing the opportunity for community members to experience new initiatives in 

the realm of education, we are helping to keep the inventiveness and spirit of Thomas Alva 

Edison’s legacy alive. A strong Edison Festival of Light sponsor, FPL, is focused on education 

so it is important that we are able to maintain the mission of the Festival to continue Thomas 

Edison’s inventive focus while fulfilling the desires of a loyal sponsor to foster science related 

education in the local region. 

In the past, the Edison Festival of Light event was entitled Day of Discovery. With the 

understanding that the Foundation for Lee County Public Schools was trying to promote Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) education through the same avenues, we formed a 

partnership to optimize resources, experience, and help grow the initiative. The partnership came 



at a time when the Foundation’s event, STEMtastic, was outgrowing their current location. In 

order to enhance each organization’s strengths and maximize student involvement, the 

Foundation for Lee County Public Schools and the Edison Festival of Light began planning what 

turned into STEMtastic Day of Discovery.  

 

C. Target Audience, Audience & Participants 

On February 14, 2015, STEMtastic Day of Discovery took place at Harborside Event 

Center and the East end of Centennial Park. There were more than one-hundred and twenty-five 

different booth spaces that were occupied by nearly one-hundred organizations that included all 

of the Lee County Public Schools, Alliance for the Arts, Lee Memorial Health System, Lee 

Elections, Lee County Healthy Living Lab, B&I Contractors, JN Ding Darling, Lee County 

Mosquito Control, Cape Coral Bomb Squad, Florida Power & Light, Mote Marine, US Army 

Corp of Engineers, and various law enforcement agencies.  

This event targeted school aged children and their families who were encouraged to come 

out for a free day of fun. 

Over 5,000 participants and attendees were estimated at STEMtastic Day of Discovery 

this year and we could not be more excited to continue our partnership with the Foundation for 

Lee County Public Schools, the School District of Lee County, and FPL to further STEM 

education. 

 

D. Provide a detailed description of the education program/ curriculum 
Overall, the goal was to promote STEM education in the Fort Myers community and 

introduce students and families to fun and exciting opportunities through education and careers 

involving the different initiatives. It is important to focus on the areas of Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Math (STEM) because it teaches valuable skills and knowledge that are 

essential for student growth and success. Rather than teaching the four disciplines as separate 

subjects, STEM integrates them into a close-knit archetype that provides the opportunity for real-

world application.  

 In 2009, the Obama administration began the Educate to Innovate campaign that aimed to 

inspire students to shine in STEM subjects. According to projections, by 2018, it is estimated 

that there will be a need for 8.65 million workers in STEM-related jobs (STEMconnector.org). 

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics projects that by 2018, the bulk of STEM career opportunities 

will consist of computing, traditional engineering, physical sciences, life sciences and 

mathematics. Jobs within the STEM field also pay about twenty-six percent higher than jobs in a 

non-STEM related career, with a bachelor’s degree.  

 Seeing as the Fort Myers area was ranked the seventh worst area for the science and 

technology workforce (Wallet Hub), it is important to expose students in this area to STEM 

fields in order to build awareness and offer private industry opportunities to develop talented 

students for jobs. The curriculum also shows students how to apply STEM to everyday issues 

and helps them to pursue employment in the field. 

STEMtastic Day of Discovery was the perfect environment to expose students and 

parents to STEM in an interesting, exciting and unique way. The different organizations and 

schools each presented an interactive display relating to STEM. In the majority of cases, students 

were responsible for communicating the instructions for the experiments while also 

demonstrating the project.  

http://stemconnector.org/


A main stage area was a platform for STEM demonstrations throughout the day. These 

included robotics, a hovercraft, scientist performer and many other interesting presentations to 

keep the excitement going. 

In addition to all of the activities inside the event center, there was a multitude of exhibits 

and interactive displays outside including an electric safety village, bomb squad robotics, 

telescopes, law enforcement, marine laboratory touch tanks and more. 

 

E. Who provided the education and in what setting? 

 Each public school in the Lee County School District was present at the event with a 

display as well as many local area businesses that had a focus in the area of STEM. For the 

schools, students were responsible for educating other children and their families about the 

unique aspect and application of their projects. For the messier experiments, teachers aided in 

helping the kids. For the public service organizations, real cops and firemen were on hand to 

teach the children and were provided excitement for the youngsters who were able to interact 

with those who had experience in these interesting fields. Activities such as shooting a firehose, 

or exploring the inside of an ambulance or operating the bomb squad robot drew crowds all day 

long. Other organizations in the community had employees who volunteered for the day to 

explain how their experiments related to their professions. The majority of displays were indoors 

at Harborside Event Center and others (the more messy ones and vehicle displays) were located 

outdoors at the East end of Centennial Park. 

 

F. Involvement by local educational institutions and professional education (if any). 

 The Edison Festival of Light partnered with the Foundation for Lee County Public 

Schools for STEMtastic Day of Discovery. The Foundation, like us, is a non-profit organization. 

Their mission is to enhance and enrich the quality of public education in Lee County for both 

students and educators. With the guidance of the Foundation, we were able to rally all of the 

public schools in Lee County to take part in this event. Lee County is the ninth-largest district in 

Florida and America’s 33
rd

 largest school district. Approximately 87,000 students are educated in 

this district at one 120 schools. Students and faculty from elementary, middle, high school and 

college were involved in the event. The District superintendent and several School Board 

members attended the event throughout the day. 

 School district resources were utilized to ensure that students and parents were informed 

about the event through email blasts, in-school morning news shows, fliers and bulletin boards. 

 

G. What was the take-away for attendees / participants? 

It was important for all who attended and participated to be exposed to STEM education 

and employment opportunities in the STEM fields in order to build awareness. This curriculum 

also shows students how to apply STEM to everyday issues and helps them to pursue 

employment in the field. Most of all, the day provided the opportunity for children and their 

families to see that STEM can be a really fun way of learning challenging things! Attendees 

received a passport upon arrival and they were instructed to participate in at least one activity in 

each discipline and have their passport marked. Upon completion, passports could be submitted 

for prize drawings that were held throughout the day. Students and parents could also opt-in to 

providing an email address to learn more about STEM and future events. 



A live broadcast of indoor and outdoor happenings took place all day so that attendees 

could see what was happening in all areas and be encouraged to circulate throughout the event so 

as not to miss a thing.  

 

H. Duration of Program (start to finish) and years program has been part of event. 

STEMtastic Day of Discovery took place on Saturday, February 14, 2015 from 10am to 

3pm. This was the first year that the Edison Festival of Light and Foundation for Lee County 

Public Schools partnered their STEM events together to create one extraordinary day for the 

Southwest Florida community. Planning has already begun on the 2016 event. 

 

I..Tie-in of program to main event 

The value that the Edison Festival of Light focuses on is improving the community by education 

and activities relating to Thomas Alva Edison’s works and values. As one of the greatest 

inventors in history and a Fort Myers winter resident, Thomas Alva Edison brought notoriety to 

the Southwest Florida area. In 1928, Edison built a Botanic Research Laboratory on his property 

with the hopes of creating a source for rubber in the event that there was ever a shortage in the 

foreign supply. In 2014, the Edison Laboratory was designated as a National Historic Chemical 

Landmark—the first in the state of Florida.  

The educational aspect of the event encourages inventiveness and meaningful research. 

STEM allows students to explore their curiosity in a supportive environment with the 

opportunity to share their findings with others.  

 Just as it is encouraged through STEMtastic Day of Discovery, those who participate in 

the parades are able to examine their imagination and bring ideas to life with their floats through 

design and costuming. 

 

J. Overall Revenue / Expense Budget of Program 

STEMtastic Day of Discovery cost $7,798 to put on and was funded through main event 

sponsor, FPL. Publicity for the event was provided in-kind by three local print and online 

publications. Since there was no admission, we did not experience revenue for this particular 

event. The School District was able to fundraise through the sale of food at the event. The 

revenue from food sales went back into the school system. 

 

K. Description of Sponsor / Charity / Volunteer / School / Other Group Involvement 

STEMtastic Day of Discovery was coordinated by the Edison Festival of Light and 

Foundation for Lee County Public Schools with support from the School District of Lee County. 

Florida Power & Light (“FPL”) was the event’s main sponsor and showcased a range of the 

company’s fleet that use solar energy. FPL is committed to STEM education and is very active 

throughout the state of Florida to ensure today’s students are prepared for tomorrow’s 

competitive economy. Additional event sponsors included Lipman Produce, B&I Contractors, 

News-Press Media Group and Family News. Event sponsors were listed on print ads for the 

event, the Festival website, the Festival’s Souvenir Commemorative Program and on a banner 

displayed at the event. FPL received the additional benefit of having their logo included on the 

registration form and Passport for the event. 

Volunteers consisted of the North Fort Myers High School ROTC who were instrumental 

in the setup and teardown process of the event, teachers from various schools, Foundation 

employees and Festival board members and volunteers.  



The event saw participation from all 120 public schools and businesses in the Southwest 

Florida region. Outside there was a community stage that put the “Arts” on display with ten 

groups showcasing their talents.  

 Public service members were present at the event to give kids lessons in CPR, 

how to operate a firehose, how an ambulance works, bomb squad robot demonstrations and 

more. Please see Attachment A for a full list of organizations that participated. 

 

L. Overall effectiveness / Success of program 

 Over 5,000 people attended STEMtastic Day of Discovery. The event was advertised in 

News-Press, Florida Weekly, TOTI Media publications as well as memos that were sent directly 

to parents via text and email by the School District of Lee County.  

 Since the program was free to attend, the collaborative effort of STEMtastic Day of 

Discovery exposed children and their families to science, technology, engineering and math that 

they would not have the opportunity to explore anywhere else.  

Thirty-eight percent of the booths concentrated on science initiatives, mathematics 

accounted for twenty percent of the displays, engineering was responsible for eighteen percent of 

the participants, technology was represented with sixteen percent of the overall booth spaces, 

there were ten performance groups that represented the arts throughout the event and the 

additional six percent of displays were composed of emergency vehicles (including a boat) that 

children and their families had the opportunity to interact with.  

 Some of the most popular attractions were the Mote Marine touch tank and aquarium, the 

Fort Myers Fire Department’s fire hose demonstration where kids got to actually use the fire 

hose, creating snow with coconut hair conditioner with a display theme of Frozen—asking “Do 

you want to build a snowman?,” operating various robots and our resident STEM Wizard who 

had several interactive performances throughout the day and highlighted gravity and force. 

Additionally, the worth and effectiveness of this program can certainly be measured by 

the fact that all of the Lee County Public Schools took part in STEMtastic Day of Discovery and 

got behind the program to help showcase great learning opportunities for students. Each young 

scholar actively participated in the development of their school’s project(s) and explained them 

to the general public. 

 We could not be more excited to continue our partnership with the Foundation for Lee 

County Public Schools and the School District of Lee County to further STEM education.  



II. Supporting Questions 

1..What challenges / obstacles did you foresee / encounter in creating the program and how did 

you handle them? 

Since this was the first year the Foundation for Lee County Public Schools and the 

Edison Festival of Light partnered to present this amazing event, we knew that there would be a 

lot of learning that we could do from one another in how each’s events have been successful in 

the past. The goal was to combine the events to present a larger production unlike anything in 

our area so the challenge was to make sure that each element that was successful in the past at 

our respective events did not get lost or hidden during the collaboration.  

To ensure that the expectations of each organization were met and that we maximized 

one another’s strengths, we held several planning meetings and had representatives present from 

the Festival and Foundation as well as teachers who chaired STEM related clubs, ROTC 

personnel, and staff from the venue. One of the planning committee’s final meetings was held 

inside the event center so everyone could feel comfortable with their responsibilities moving 

forward.  

We believe this added to the success of the event because we utilized good 

communication with our partners and finely highlighted the strengths of each organization. 









Printed Materials 

 

Outdoor exhibitors were given this map (full size: 8.5’’ x 11’’), while indoor exhibitors were 

provided with a map (following page) depicting table display areas. The Harborside map that is 

located on the following page was also blown up to a large poster and put on the wall in several 

locations inside the building to help guests find their favorite schools, businesses and displays. 













2015 STEMtastic Day of Discovery Photographs!!
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Measureable Results 


