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Program Overview 
  



 

A. Introduction 

Launched in 2009, the annual butterfly festival provides free educational opportunities while 

having fun. By providing direct educational opportunities and hands-on experiences. It is a one 

of a kind festival in the area. It is planned by the Oak Grove Tourism Commission and is held in 

the War Memorial Park and the Viceroy Performing Arts Center in Oak Grove, Kentucky.  

B. Objective 

The purpose of the butterfly festival is to provide education and information on the importance 

of many insects to our ecosystem with specific focus on butterflies. This is also a celebration of 

the Monarch butterfly’s season for migration to Mexico. Education of the ecosystem and the 

insects that contribute to it is an important step to bettering the future of our children and the 

earth. 

C. Audience  

Our target audience is more towards children ranging from 5-16 years of age. But our program is 

opened to the public and can be viewed by anyone.  There are still some opportunities for adults 

to learn and participate as well. This year we had an impressive audience of approximately 

8,000-10,000 people. 

D. Curriculum 

For children there are fun educational programs and stage shows such as, “Wendy the Singing 

Scientist and Flumpa the Tree Frog” and “ZOOperstars.” For the children and adult audience 

there are booths such as, “Insect Road Show” and “Master Gardeners.” Also, before releasing the 

butterflies, a speech is made about the importance of butterflies as well as the Indian legends 

pertaining to the release of the butterflies. 

E. Education Providers 

The providers for our educational programs include the University of Kentucky’s Department of 

Entomology, the University of Kentucky’s Cooperative Extension Services, The Society of 

Kentucky Lepidopterists, Agriculture and Life Science Specialist Wendy Whitten, and The 

Skillville Group. All programs are provided free of charge in the outdoors which provides a more 

natural setting for the live specimens that are brought in. 

 

 



F. Education Institute Involvement 

As mentioned in section E, Two University of Kentucky departments participated in the festival 

as education providers. This gives our audience the best and most accurate information as well as 

help the university students get more experience with public speaking and presentations. 

G. Participants Take-Away 

We believe that our participants come away from this event having more understanding of 

insects, their habitats, migration, and the importance of our ecosystem and helping to keep it safe 

and sustainable. 

H. Program Duration 

All of the Educational programs involved in the Butterfly festival last the entire duration of the 

festival which is generally up to 6 hours for one day. These programs have been in effect for six 

years and will continue to be provided on an annual basis. 

I. Program Tie-In 

The educational programs are the main event in this case. The main event is the opportunity to 

interact with and learn about butterflies through a number of these educational programs. 

J. Overall Revenue/Expense Report 

The Butterfly festival is the Oak Grove Tourism Commissions way of giving back to the 

community. Everything is completely free and therefore provides no income. A Profit-Loss 

Summary will be provided in the Supporting Materials section. 

K. Group Involvement 

American Legion Auxiliary donated water for the staff and volunteers. Lowes Home 

Improvement Warehouse donated the plants for the butterfly house where families could interact 

with live butterflies. There were also a large number of volunteers that helped make the butterfly 

festival happen. And of course the University of Kentucky provided their services free of charge. 

L. Program Success 

Overall, the butterfly festival continues to be a great success. Families from all over come to see 

the butterfly release and learn more about them through the fun and educational activities. The 

Oak Grove Tourism will continue to provide this free annual event for many years to come. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Supporting Questions: 
  



What did you do to update or change this program from the year before? 

 This year we added a new stage show called the ZOOperstars. The crowd seemed pleased 

at the new show and commented on the humor of it. However, the staff agree that the show was 

not what was originally envisioned. This year we also released a larger number of butterflies in a 

variety of different species. Previously, our release consists mainly of the Monarch butterflies. 

This year we released the Monarchs along with a number of other species such as, Giant 

Swallowtails and Mourning Cloaks. This was the best decision of this year’s festival, as the 

crowd’s reaction to the larger number of butterflies was more than we could have hoped for. To 

help keep the butterflies enclosed better for the butterfly house, we made the decision this year to 

add sides to our tent.  

 

Were your updates / changes successful? 

 The expansion in the number and species of butterflies release was beyond successful. It 

had a dramatic and profoundly happy effect on all who watched it. Though the crowd enjoyed 

the ZOOperstar’s show and it could be considered somewhat successful, we are not likely to 

continue this show at our annual events. When we enclosed the sides of the butterfly house, we 

noted that this made the area entirely too warm and will not be continuing this change in the 

future. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Materials 



























 







 
  











 


