
Texas State Forest Festival 

2014 Texas State Forest Festival Dates 

The 30th Annual Texas State Forest Festival took place on September 17-21, 2014 in Lufkin, Texas at the George H. 

Henderson Jr. Exposition Center.  

Texas State Forest Festival Statement of Purpose 

The Texas State Forest Festival is an annual event held in Lufkin, Texas with four basic purposes: 

               ● to host an event that will have a county fair atmosphere combined with family 

                   entertainment, 

               ● to recognize the importance of the forestry industry on the economy of Angelina  

                   County, East Texas and the state as a whole, 

               ● to recognize Lufkin/Angelina County as the “Forestry Capital of Texas!,” 

               ● to be a source of revenue for its hosts, the Angelina County Chamber of  

                  Commerce, as well as the Angelina County Exposition Center, Angelina  

                  Beautiful/Clean and the Texas Forestry Museum. 

  

Texas State Forest Festival History 

The Angelina County Chamber of Commerce began the Texas State Forest Festival in 1938, which was held as an 

annual county fair event until 1953. With the existing Chamber sponsoring the Youth Fair as part of the event, the 

Texas State Forest Festival was held on the 30+ acres where Lufkin Middle School is currently located, and drew 

crowds reaching 8,000. 

In 1984, the Chamber board reviewed and revised the Texas State Forest Festival as an annual event, and merged 

its activities with the Southern Hushpuppy Championships in May, 1985. The Texas State Forest Festival moved to 

its September date in 1988.  

Texas State Forest Festival Description 

The Texas State Forest Festival is an annual event of the Lufkin/Angelina County Chamber of Commerce. Held 

Wednesday through Sunday of the last full week in September, this five-day festival has events that are fun for 

people of all ages.   

Texas State Forest Festival Activities 

The Texas State Forest Festival has activities for all ages. On Wednesday night, there is a PomPon/Dance 

competition in which schools from all around East Texas come to compete. This year Thursday night was reserved 

for the Whataburger Hometown Heroes Jalapeno Eating Contest and award recognition. Friday night brought in 

youth to showcase their talents in music, dancing and karate. On Saturday morning, the East Texas Cheerleading 

Championships take place, followed by the Southern Hushpuppy Championships in the afternoon and the East 

Texas Got Talent competition that evening. These competitions bring in cheer teams, cooking teams and various 

acts from all across East Texas. There is a food vendor area where patrons can enjoy all of the different types of 

carnival foods, and a commercial vendor area where local businesses can set up booths to advertise and sell their 

products and services. The Children’s Festival, presented by Angelina Beautiful/Clean and the Texas Forestry 

Museum, provides kids of all ages a place to have fun and participate in different activities. The carnival also gives 

Texas State Forest Festival visitors a chance to ride carnival rides and play carnival games during festival hours. 

 



Description and purpose/objective of Volunteer Program 

The Texas State Forest Festival has been an integral part of East Texas tradition for 30 years, and it would not be 

possible without the help from our volunteers. This year 200 volunteers came together during the five day festival 

to aide in its operation from open to close, with smiles on their faces and an overwhelming willingness to work.  

The volunteers came from all walks of life. Some were retired couples who enjoyed being a part of their 

community, others were employees in our area who enjoyed promoting their business through volunteerism, 

some were members of Leadership Lufkin which requires at least 2 hours of volunteerism at the festival, and 

others were students at local high schools who put their best foot forward to gain points for the various clubs that 

they are active with. No matter the reason, every year people from all over our area pool together and make the 

festival run like a well-oiled machine.  

Every year the volunteers are so eager to get on the sign-up list that if the shift sign-ups aren’t sent out at their 

usual time during the year (about two and a half months prior to the festival), then they will start calling and 

asking questions. This enthusiasm about the festival early on adds to the excitement that brews during the yearly 

festival planning process. 

After the sign-up information has been sent to past volunteers, mass emails calling for volunteers are then sent 

out to the Chamber membership. During committee meetings for the festival, an announcement is made to the 

areas larger employers to notify them of the recruitment process. One month prior to the festival, a flyer calling 

for volunteers is inserted in the Chamber’s monthly packet with instructions on how to become a volunteer. Social 

media posts, radio PSA’s, and press releases to local media outlets were produced to recruit volunteers, as well.  

Volunteers went online to www.TexasStateForestFestival.com to fill out a volunteer application form and to pick 

their availability and shift preferences during the festival. This online application generated an e-mail which was 

sent to festival staff with their information. Upon receiving this e-mail the volunteer coordinator sent the 

volunteer a response e-mail stating that their application had been received and to be expecting an e-mail with 

important information at a later date.  

Two weeks prior to the festival, e-mails were sent to each volunteer telling them when they can pick up their 

packets and t-shirts. One week prior to the festival, each volunteer was sent an e-mail with their official shift 

date(s) and time(s). 

The week of the festival, volunteers came by the Chamber between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. to pick up their 

volunteer packets. These packets included a volunteer t-shirt, map of the festival for their own knowledge and to 

be shared with festival guests, volunteer duties, and a guideline packet outlining what is expected of them as 

volunteers. 

Once the festival concluded, thank you e-mails were sent out to each volunteer that helped make the event a 

success. 

The result of the volunteer recruitment efforts were 225 volunteers working multiple 2 hour shifts over five days. 

http://www.texasstateforestfestival.com/

