
Texas State Forest Festival 

2014 Texas State Forest Festival Dates 

The 30th Annual Texas State Forest Festival took place on September 17-21, 2014 in Lufkin, Texas at the George H. 

Henderson Jr. Exposition Center.  

Texas State Forest Festival Statement of Purpose 

The Texas State Forest Festival is an annual event held in Lufkin, Texas with four basic purposes: 

               ● to host an event that will have a county fair atmosphere combined with family 

                   entertainment, 

               ● to recognize the importance of the forestry industry on the economy of Angelina  

                   County, East Texas and the state as a whole, 

               ● to recognize Lufkin/Angelina County as the “Forestry Capital of Texas!,” 

               ● to be a source of revenue for its hosts, the Angelina County Chamber of  

                  Commerce, as well as the Angelina County Exposition Center, Angelina  

                  Beautiful/Clean and the Texas Forestry Museum. 

  

Texas State Forest Festival History 

The Angelina County Chamber of Commerce began the Texas State Forest Festival in 1938, which was held as an 

annual county fair event until 1953. With the existing Chamber sponsoring the Youth Fair as part of the event, the 

Texas State Forest Festival was held on the 30+ acres where Lufkin Middle School is currently located, and drew 

crowds reaching 8,000. 

In 1984, the Chamber board reviewed and revised the Texas State Forest Festival as an annual event, and merged 

its activities with the Southern Hushpuppy Championships in May, 1985. The Texas State Forest Festival moved to 

its September date in 1988.  

Texas State Forest Festival Description 

The Texas State Forest Festival is an annual event of the Lufkin/Angelina County Chamber of Commerce. Held 

Wednesday through Sunday of the last full week in September, this five-day festival has events that are fun for 

people of all ages.   

Texas State Forest Festival Activities 

The Texas State Forest Festival has activities for all ages. On Wednesday night, there is a PomPon/Dance 

competition in which schools from all around East Texas come to compete. This year Thursday night was reserved 

for the Whataburger Hometown Heroes Jalapeno Eating Contest and award recognition. Friday night brought in 

youth to showcase their talents in music, dancing and karate. On Saturday morning, the East Texas Cheerleading 

Championships take place, followed by the Southern Hushpuppy Championships in the afternoon and the East 

Texas Got Talent competition that evening. These competitions bring in cheer teams, cooking teams and various 

acts from all across East Texas. There is a food vendor area where patrons can enjoy all of the different types of 

carnival foods, and a commercial vendor area where local businesses can set up booths to advertise and sell their 

products and services. The Children’s Festival, presented by Angelina Beautiful/Clean and the Texas Forestry 

Museum, provides kids of all ages a place to have fun and participate in different activities. The carnival also gives 

Texas State Forest Festival visitors a chance to ride carnival rides and play carnival games during festival hours. 

 



Description of Sponsor 

Brookshire Brothers is a regional corporate grocery store with headquarters in Lufkin, Texas. With locations all 
over East Texas and continuing to grow in all directions, Brookshire Brothers business now includes Polk Pick It Up 
convenience stores, Conoco gas stations, Tobacco Barn sites and others. Their slogan “A Celebration of Family and 
Community” is what makes Brookshire Brothers a perfect presenting sponsor for the Texas State Forest Festival. 
 
Currently the presenting sponsorship level is $10,000 cash. Brookshire Brothers goes above and beyond providing 
other needs as well. 
 
For 13 years Brookshire Brothers and the Texas State Forest Festival have partnered. As part of the sponsorship 
the Texas State Forest Festival provides the sponsor with these minimum benefits:  Listing on all Forest Festival 
promotions as presenting sponsor, logo on festival front entrance archway, 8 banners inside Forest Festival during 
event, corporate booth space during festival, framed 2014 Forest Festival poster, logo on all Forest Festival 
posters, logo on all Forest Festival flyers and brochures, logo on festival t-shirts, 100 gate passes, listing on radio 
commercials, link from Forest Festival website to corporate website, special recognition plaque, news release 
announcing sponsorship, recognition on Chamber website, recognition on Forest Festival website, inclusion in 
monthly packet and broadcast email to membership; recognition at sponsor appreciation luncheon, and verbal 
recognition at September First Friday Luncheon. 
 
 

  



Quantity and Quality of Support to Event by Sponsor 
 

As with the past 13 years that Brookshire Brothers has been the festival’s presenting sponsor, the Texas State 
Forest Festival (TSFF) and Lufkin/Angelina County Chamber of Commerce strive to find ways to drive traffic to area 
Brookshire Brothers stores. Below is an outline of how Brookshire Brothers and the TSFF corroborated in the past 
year. 
 
 

Polk Pick It Up $500 Gas Giveaway 
 
Just last year with the Polk Pick It Up $500 gas giveaway, the TSFF ticket stubs indicated guests attended from 100 
different Texas cities and 5 additional states. In many of these cities, Brookshire Brothers and Polk Pick It Up have 
a presence.  
 
The numbers reveal 30% of attendees purchasing a ticket turned in the gas giveaway stub with enough 
information filled out to be counted. 87% of those entering the drawing live in cities with Brookshire Brothers 
store locations. Out of the 100 Texas cities represented, one-third or 31 towns have a Brookshire Brothers 
location. Many of the other towns have a store in very close proximity and quite possibly the destination for 
shopping. A spreadsheet is included listing all the towns. At the time of data collection, Polk Pick It Up’s website 
was down; therefore, it could not be used as a location reference. 
 
This donation of gas is beneficial in giving people a reason to provide their information for data collections and 
promoting Polk Pick It Up as the preferred fuel retailer in East Texas. Every gate admission ticket contained an 
entry stub. Once inside the festival grounds, patrons had to find the ticket drum with very visible signage inside 
the commercial vendor area. 

 
 

Sample Ticket with Drawing Stub 
 

 
 
TSFF encourages sponsors to be as involved with the event as they desire. Brookshire Brothers staff took those 
roles and brought a lot to the festival and created fun, excitement and awareness of Brookshire Brothers and its 
products. Below are some of the areas they participated in.  
 

 43rd Annual Southern Hushpuppy Championship – Brookshire Brothers and Hytop donation 
For 43 years, the Southern Hushpuppy Championship contest heats up as competitors go fryer to fryer 
seeing who has the best hushpuppy in the south. Several teams of 4 cook up hushpuppies in competition 
heats to see who goes for the gold in the final heat. 

o Provided all the Hytop brand items for cooking hushpuppies 



 Vegetable oil 
 Corn meal 
 Paper towels 
 Bowls for serving judges (paper preferred) 
 Aprons 
 Oranges 
 Gloves for cooking and food preparation 

 

 VIP Luncheon 
In appreciation for sponsorship and promotion of the Texas State Forest Festival, the committee held a 
VIP luncheon and fun activities the Thursday of the festival. Brookshire Brothers’ bakery worked really 
hard to design and bake a unique 30th Anniversary cake for the celebration. This cake was outside of their 
normal baking and decorating realm. Brookshire Brothers felt the event went so well that they generously 
donated the cost of the cake adding about $300 back into the festival’s budget. 

 

 Advertising Mediums 
o Brookshire Brothers’ digital billboard space included an ad promoting the Texas State Forest 

Festival as well as Brookshire Brothers. Two digital billboards in town included the ad in the 
rotation. 

o Brookshire Brothers sends out weekly sales ads in the local newspaper. The two weeks leading up 
to the festival an ad was included in this sales publication. 

o Brookshire Brothers also sends out weekly e-newsletters promoting sale items. The festival 
information was included on these emails as well the two weeks leading up to the event. 

 

 Poster distribution 
o Coordinated the delivery of Texas State Forest Festival posters for all Brookshire Brothers and 

Polk Pick It Up stores in Angelina and surrounding counties 
 

 Ice donated by Brookshire Brothers 
TSFF sells ice to all food vendors and carnival vendors throughout the festival week. Ice on site helps 
alleviate vendor deliveries while improving food sales. Ice availability encourages all vendors to carry the 
same brand adding brand awareness to Brookshire Brothers. 

o Freezer Trailer load in blue containers for transporting 
o Brookshire Brothers trailer prominently displayed inside festival grounds 

 

 Vendor Liaison 
Brookshire Brothers brought in these vendors that gave away samples or promo items last year. 
Vendors always give good feedback and are pleased with the results and turnout. They bring a level of 
entertainment/education, food samples and fun promotional products to the festival.  

 
o Goldenbrook Ice Cream – product giveaway 

 

 

 

 

 



Goals and success of Relationships for Both Event and Sponsor 

Brookshire Brothers wants regional recognition and advertising opportunities. The Texas State Forest Festival 

gives them that. They are included in every advertisement for the Texas State Forest Festival. The media outlets 

serving East Texas reaches to many of the communities Brookshire Brothers serves. 

Brookshire Brothers’ sponsorship helps bring fun exciting things to the Texas State Forest Festival. 



How the Sponsor Stands out Over All Other Sponsors 
 
Brookshire Brothers brings so much more to the table in the way of volunteer support, product and exposure. 
Their loyalty to the Texas State Forest Festival dates back even further than their presenting sponsorship. Guests 
have even asked if Texas State Forest Festival staff work for Brookshire Brothers. The perception and connection 
in the community is that great! 
 
  



Activation of Sponsorship by Sponsor 
 
Brookshire Brothers activates their sponsorship to the fullest extent. By volunteering to work the gate and ticket 
booth on a certain night, providing many of the necessary food items and supporting the festival’s marketing 
efforts, Brookshire Brothers support goes a long way with great service to the community and festival. 

   
 

   
 
 


