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1. Introductory Information   
  
a. Date - Saturday, July 4, 2015 
 
b. Purpose/ Mission: 
 
The National Archives in Washington, DC, celebrated the 239th anniversary of the adoption of 
the Declaration of Independence with its traditional Fourth of July program.  July 4 at the National 
Archives, goal is to educate the public about the Charters of Freedom with a spotlight of the Deceleration 
of Independence by education the public about the documents, learning about the Founding Fathers, Mrs. 
Abigail Adams and Private Ned Hector, a Colonial African American Soldier.   
 The free celebration included patriotic music, a dramatic reading of the Declaration by historical 
reenactors, and exciting family activities and entertainment for all ages.  
 
The National Archives and Records Administration is an independent federal agency that serves 
American democracy by safeguarding and preserving the records of our Government, so people 
can discover, use, and learn from this documentary heritage. The National Archives ensures 
continuing access to the essential documentation of the rights of American citizens and the 
actions of their government. From the Declaration of Independence to accounts of ordinary 
Americans, the holdings of the National Archives directly touch the lives of millions of people. 
The agency supports democracy, promotes civic education, and facilitates historical 
understanding of our national experience.  
 
The National Archives carries out its mission through a nationwide network of archives, records 
centers, and 13 Presidential Libraries, and on Archives.gov. 
 
c. History/ Description of event 
Each year the National Archives celebrates and commemorates the Declaration of Independence 
on the Constitution Avenue steps of the National Archives Building. Our ceremony started at 10 
a.m., just before the National Park Service’s parade. The parade began at 11: 45 a.m. at the 
National Archives Building. 
  
Since 2003, crowds of more than 5,000 people have sat on our steps or stood on the sidewalks 
and in the streets to view the ceremony, rain, or shine. 
  
Starting at 8:30 a.m., visitors were able to sign a facsimile of the Declaration of Independence 
outside on the sidewalk. Between 9 a.m. and 9:45 am, there were musical performances by the 
jazz group Brass Connection and whistler Chris Ullman on the steps of the National Archives. 
  
The ceremony began at 10 a.m. with Adalia Jimenez singing the National Anthem, accompanied 
by the Continental Color Guard Team of the 3rd United States Old Guard who presented the 

http://www.archives.gov/press/press-releases/2015/nr15-89.html#program-info
http://www.archives.gov/
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colors, and musical accompaniment by the Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps.  The Archivist of 
the United States gave remarks, where he discussed the importance of the documents and the 
history of the event with a hilarious joke about protecting the document from a treasure hunter, 
Nicholas Cage, who starred in a blockbuster hit in 2003, the National Treasure.   
 
The highlight of the event program is the live reading of the Declaration of Independence.  
General George Washington, Mrs. Abigail Adams, and John Hancock open the reading. General 
George Washington, speaking to a quiet room with the words, “In congress, July 4, 1776…”  
The crowd becomes involves with a Town crier, encourage them to shout “Huzzah” during the 
speech.   
 
Thomas Jefferson, Dr. Benjamin Franklin, and John Adams then take center stage, moving the 
crowd into action with “Boos” during the grievance when they mention, “He has forbidden his 
Governors to pass laws of immediate and pressing importance…”  
 
After the reading of the Deceleration has been completed, Private Ned Hector, an African 
American colonial soldier, reads the colonies and their respective signers of the Declaration.  
Audience members, “Huzzah,” when hearing their state called and everyone cheers on their feet.   
 
The American Heritage Girls perform America the Beautiful for the crowd, followed by closing 
remarks from Steve Scully.  The post concerts showcase keeps the excitement going with the 
Monterey Jazz Festival County High School All-Star Band and the Monterey Jazz Festival 
County Honor Vocal Jazz Ensemble performed. 
  
After the ceremony, guests are invited to participate in free, fun family activities inside our 
building.  The National Archives Building is open from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. so that the public 
can view our exhibits, including the original Charters of Freedom: the Declaration of 
Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights.  
 
d. Types of Activities Included Under the Festival/ Event Umbrella  
  
PROGRAM INFORMATION:  July 4th at the National Archives in Washington, DC 
This popular family event is free and open to the public. Seating on the Constitution Avenue 
steps is available on a first-come, first-seated basis.  Watch live on the National Archives 
YouTube channel. 
 
Sign the Declaration of Independence 
8 a.m.–9:30 a.m. 
Sign a facsimile of the Declaration of Independence on 7th Street and Constitution Avenue. 
  
 

https://www.youtube.com/user/usnationalarchives
https://www.youtube.com/user/usnationalarchives
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Live Performances on the Constitution Avenue Stage 
9 a.m. –9:45 a.m. 
  
Declaration of Independence Reading Ceremony 
10 a.m.–11 a.m. 
Ceremony emcee, C-SPAN host Steve Scully 
Presentation of colors by the Continental Color Guard* 
National Anthem led by Adalia Jimenez 
Performance by the Fife and Drum Corps* 
Remarks by Archivist of the United States David S. Ferriero 
Dramatic reading of the Declaration of Independence by special guests including Thomas      
Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and Ned Hector (portrayed by historical reenactors) 
 Performance of “America the Beautiful” by the Washington, DC, Area American Heritage Girls 
              
*Continental Color Guard and Fife and Drum Corps provided by U.S. 3rd Infantry, the Old 
Guard. 
  
Stay and enjoy front-row seats for the National Independence Day Parade at 11:45 a.m. 
  
Live Performances on the Constitution Avenue Stage 
11 a.m.–11:30 a.m. 
  
Family Activities 
11 a.m.–4 p.m. 
Inside the National Archives Museum in the Boeing Learning Center 

● Participate in a variety of hands-on family activities including: 
● Collect autographs - (Exhibit 4) Participants can use the free autograph book to learn 

about our seven historical figures and then engage with them and get their autograph  
● Making cockades - Participants learn about cockades which are a knot of ribbons, or 

other circular- or oval-shaped symbol of distinctive colors which is usually worn on a hat, 
and then learn to create one 

● Listen to stories of our patriotic past at 11 a.m., noon, 1:30 p.m., and 3 p.m. - Enjoy story 
time presentations from african-american colonial soldier Ned Hector and former First 
lady and mother of our 6th president, Abigail Adams who share tales of their life in 
colonial America 

● Make colonial-style wigs - (Exhibit 3) - Get in a colonial mindset by crafting your own 
colonial-style wig    

● Sign the Declaration of Independence - (Exhibit 2) - Show your American pride by 
putting your “John Hancock” on the Declaration of Independence and don’t forget to tell 
your friend on social media with  #ISignedtheDeclaration  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hat
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● Writing with a quill pen - Ever wonder how it feels to write with a quill pen? Give it a try 
with our quills and ink pots. John Hancock will even be giving demonstrations thru-out 
the day. 

● Between noon and 4 p.m., meet Revolutionary figures: Abigail and John Adams, 
Benjamin   Franklin, Ned Hector, John Hancock, Thomas Jefferson, and George 
Washington 

● Taste American Heritage Chocolate® in the Visitor Orientation Plaza - Try some colonial 
style hot chocolate and learn what goes into making a pot of hot chocolate. 

e. Overall Revenue and Expense Budget- $125,000  
  
f. Estimated Economic Impact- $3,506,000 
  
g. Attendance Numbers and Demographics This year we had 4,973 people on July 4. This is 
up 30% from 3826 attendees in 2014.  The demographics of the event were largely families and 
military members with families.   
h. Volunteer Count and Demographics - We had 50 volunteers ranging in age from 17 to 73. 
This was double the number of volunteers--25--from last year. Our volunteers traveled up to 300 
miles roundtrip to help out for the day.  
  
i. Staffing Numbers and Positions - 100 staff members: Security, Facility management, Special 
Events coordinators, retail, audio-visual technicians, custodians, Education staff, Social Media 
analysts, photographers, videographers and Public Affairs    
  
j. Founding/ Incorporation Date and Management System- Federal Government  
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2. Additional Requirements (2 pages for each section)  
            
a. Promotion/Marketing Campaign and Media Outreach-  
 
For the 2015 celebration of July 4 at the National Archives,  promotion and marketing materials  
kicked off on June 20 by partnering with our neighbors to get the word out for guests to attend 
the event.   
 

1. From June 27 to July 4, the National Archives partnered with the National Park Service and 
Capitol Concerts to promote signing a facsimile Declaration of Independence (Exhibit 2), just like 
our Founding Fathers. The document was set up in the Boeing Learning Lab in the National 
Archives the week before July 4, and was also set up outside on July 3 and 4. Guests used the 
hashtag #ISignedTheDeclaration and shared their photos on Instagram and Twitter with 
@USNatArchives, @nationalmallnps, and @july4thpbs 

 
 

2. On July 1, the National Archives partnered with the Department of Education to bring in 70 
children to celebrate the Deceleration of Independence. Miss America, Thomas Jefferson (a 
historic reenactor), Chef Jose Andres, and the Archivist of the United States read the book In 
1776, by Jean Marzollo, to the children. 
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3. On July 3, local WJLA ABC morning news helped promote our July 4 festivities. The news 
report went live from our front steps and featured an interview with the Archivist, a live reading 
of part of the Declaration with John and Abigail Adams, and signing of the facsimile of the 
Declaration by the Adams’. Derek Brown also made and introduced a special cocktail drink 
called “The General’s Order” in honor f the Fourth of July and our current exhibit “Spirited 
Republic: Alcohol in American History.” Derek Brown is an award-winning bartender and the 
Foundation for the National Archives’s “Chief Spirits Advisor” for the exhibit.  

 
b. Website/ Social Media/ Multi-Media Program/ Campaign - This year’s social media had a 
robust campaign across Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and our on our own website, archives.gov.  
We used the hashtags #ArchivesJuly4, #ISignedtheDeclaration, and #ColonialSelfie to engage 
with the public.  

● #ArchivesJuly4 - We encouraged our guests to follow the conversation and share photos 
and thoughts on Twitter and Instagram, or use this hashtag to submit questions to the 
historical actors during the day.   

● #ISignedtheDeclaration - Guests signed their name to the Declaration of Independence at 
the #ISignedtheDeclaration booth, took a picture, tagged it with #ISignedtheDeclaration, 
and shared it with us on social media.  

●  #ColonialSelfie - Guests were encouraged to snap a picture with a Founding Father at 
the July 4 celebration. For social media users in the Washington, DC, location, we 
encouraged them to visit historical sites or wear colonial fashion from 1776 and tag us 
#ColonialSelfie.  

 
Facebook: On July 4th we gained 254 followers and had over 2,700 likes on Facebook.  
 
We created July 4 graphics that people could download for free from Archives.gov. Our Jefferson 
Facebook banner was the most popular with 327 downloads.

 
 
Twitter: On July 4 we sent out 76 tweets with over 350,000 impressions (the average rate is 
100,000 impressions a day).  
 
Being able to easily share the Declaration on social media was a huge hit on Twitter. Web staff 
added a button on the top of the Declaration web page that generated a tweet when someone 
clicked on it. The tweet, generated through the person's account, contained a usa.gov link. 

http://www.spiritedrepublic.org/generalsorder
http://www.spiritedrepublic.org/
http://www.spiritedrepublic.org/
http://usa.gov/
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Someone clicking that link in Twitter was taken to the Declaration's web page. Over 13,000 
people on Twitter clicked on that usa.gov link. 
Instagram: Our top post was the timelapse of the patriotic lighting for the July 4.  

 
 
c. Overall Sponsorship Program   
July 4 at the National Archives is made possible in part by the National Archives Foundation 
with the generous support of Signature Sponsor John Hancock ($35,000).  Major support 
provided by The Coca-Cola Company ($50,000) and Dykema ($15,000). In-kind donation from 
American Heritage Chocolate and Coca-Cola with (beverages and etc.)  
 
 
d. Critical Component Program  
Volunteer Program  

Develop your love of history, learn about archival work, and become a member of the National Archives 
Volunteer Association that sponsors enjoyable and educational activities. You can help the National 
Archives accomplish its mission by assisting archivists with archival projects behind the scenes or by 
giving tours or assisting at public programs. Opportunities abound at our historic building in Washington, 
DC, as well as at the modern facility in College Park, Maryland. Our diverse corps of volunteers ranges 
from high school seniors to retired seniors. They value being actively engaged in learning, giving, 
researching, and teaching. Volunteers at the National Archives say that they come to volunteer because 
they enjoy history, but they stay because of the friends they make. 

Comprehensive training is given to all volunteers, who are expected to give a minimum of 100 hours a 
year for at least 2 years. An exception is made for students who volunteer a large number of hours in a 
shorter period of time. Our volunteer program for the July 4 at the National Archives had a strong 
showing with a record number of 50 participants.   

Green Program - Our onsite staff encouraged patrons to use the recycling bins. 
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Educational and Children’s Programs - The Education Team created activities for families to 
learn about history and the Colonial era in the Boeing Learning Center.   
 

● Colonial Wigs (Exhibit 3): Visitors of all ages created colonial-style wigs.  

 
Siblings posing with their new colonial wigs for #ColonialSelfie  

Photo by Jeff Reed, NARA photographer 
 

● Autograph book (Exhibit 4): Guests learned more about our Founding Fathers, Mrs. 
Abigail Adams, and Private Ned Hector through the free autograph book. Volunteers 
distributed these books to guests when they entered the museum. Inside the books were a 
picture and a small biography of the characters played by the historic reenactors.  

 
People line up to have Benjamin Franklin and John Hancock sign their autograph books 

Photo by Jeff Reed, NARA photographer 
 
 

● Signing the Declaration (Exhibit 2): Guests added their names alongside those of our 
Founding Fathers on facsimile, took a photo, and shared it on social media with the 
hashtag #ISignedTheDeclaration. 
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Two American Heritage Girls add their names to a facsimile of the Declaration 

Photo by Jeff Reed, NARA photographer 
  
 

● Guests learned how to write with a quill pen through fun writing exercises.   

 
A family enjoys making notes with quill pens 

Photo by Jeff Reed, NARA photographer 
 
 

● Guests of all ages made cockades and learned about the history of their usage for military 
uniforms and how women wore them on their hats and in their hair.  

 
● Guests dressed in Colonial-era costumes, learned about the fashion of that time, and took 

photos. 
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A young boy dresses up as Private Ned Hector 

Photo by Jeff Reed, NARA photographer 
 

● Finally, Mrs. Abigail Adams and Private Ned Hector shared stories with guests during 
“Historic Storytime.”  

 
Food and Beverage Program - 
The July 4 at the National Archives did not have a food and beverage program; however, our 
sponsors did provide treats for our guests.  
 
MARS American Heritage Chocolate sent our guests’ tastebuds back in time and let them taste 
chocolate just as our Founders would have enjoyed it. The American Heritage Chocolate staff 
took guest on fun and educational journey of Colonial chocolate making from bean to beverage.  
 
Coca- Cola provided free sample bottles of Coca-Cola or cool Dasani waters for our guests in the 
myArchives Pop-up Tent.   
 
Entertainment Program -  
Guests enjoyed music from the past to the present. Before the ceremony began, a local brass 
band entertained the crowd followed by a four-time whistling champion, who led the crowd in a 
group performance of Yankee Doodle Dandy. 
 
During the ceremony, visitors heard the history and tunes of the 3rd U.S. Infantry “The Old 
Guard Fife and Drums” followed by the voices of our Founding Fathers reciting the Declaration 
of Independence. Visitors joined in with cheers (HUZZAH), and boos during the reading of the 
grievances.  Afterwards, guests met the historic reenactors and asked them questions and added 
their signatures to their free autograph books (Exhibit #4).    
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Emergency Preparedness Program - 
In the event of an emergency situation during our activities we will implement the National 
Archives Building Occupant Emergency Plan (OEP) which includes detailed Emergency Action 
Procedures (EAP).  
  
Below is a detailed course of action if an emergency occurs: 
  

● NARA staff becomes aware of an emergency medical situation and radios Security team. 
  

● Closest Security officers in the vicinity will respond to call immediately and 
access/evaluate the emergency situation and contact 911 and/or the Nurse’s station as 
well as performing First Aid/CPR, if necessary. Security officers will stay at scene 
through entire treatment of patient or until Emergency Medical Services (EMS) leaves. 

  
● All Security Officers are certified in CPR and EMS. 

  
● Upon hearing the emergency call a nurse will respond immediately with wheelchair, first 

aid kit, and Automated External Defibrillator AED. 
  

● Upon arriving at the scene, the nurse will evaluate/access the emergency situation, and if 
not already done so, have the Security Team call 911. 

  
● If the patient is to be taken back to the nurse’s station, two Registered Nurses will be 

available in the nurse’s stations located inside the National Archives with access via 7th 
St. and 9th St. entrances on Constitution Avenue, and the nurse will use a wheelchair and 
take the patient back to the station for further assessment. 
 

● Upon further evaluation of patient back at station, EMS services may be called by the 
nurse, at which point the patient will leave the premises with EMS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
July 4th at the National Archives 

 
Page 12 

3. Supporting Materials  
 
Supporting materials for additional requirements: 
 

a. Promotional/Marketing Campaign & Media Outreach:  
 

• Exhibit # 1- The fan that we handed out to the crowds includes the performance 
schedule and the agenda for family activities.  

 
b. Critical Component Programs:  

 
• Exhibit # 2- The signed facsimiles we used for #ISignedTheDeclaration.  
• Exhibit # 3- An example of the colonial wigs guests made during the family 

activities. 
• Exhibit # 4- An autograph book that participants for collecting the reenactors’ 

signatures while talking with the reenactor and listening to stories about the 
character.  

• Exhibit # 5- The t-shirts we gave to the volunteers. 
• Exhibit # 6- A video that shows the highlights of July 4th at the National 

Archives. 
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4. Supporting Questions   (1 page per question)  
  
a.   What did you update/ change the event from last year?  
The live reading of the Declaration of Independence begins at 10 am and ends at 10:45 am, with 
guests either waiting on the Constitution Steps for the National Independence Parade to begin or 
entering the museum to view the original documents in the Rotunda for the Charter of Freedoms 
or to participate in family activities.  To fill in the hours in between the live reading and parade 
we added four new elements to the program with a surprise element.  
 
Element (1) - Live performance prior and after the live reading: Guests listened to music 
playing prior to the live program with performances by a local Washington, DC,  Brass Band, 
four-time whistling champion Christopher Ulman and a live jazz band from Kentucky 
 
Element (2) - National Archives Pop-up Shop on the Constitution Lawn: Guests were able to 
avoid lines by shopping in the myArchives Shop, visiting the Coca-Cola photo booth, interact 
with historical actors, spend time in the members lounge and joining the Foundation of the 
National Archives.          
 
Element (3) - From  2003 to 2012, we  used a Video Wall for guests to see the program.  The 
wall was removed in 2013 and 2014 but was brought back in 2015 so  guests could watch the 
program  no matter where they stood on the streets. 
 
Element (4) - July 4th at the National Archives is an outdoor event that has between 5,000 and 
7,000 and this year Mother Nature provided a rainstorm. With the event interrupted by heavy 
downpours, the live reading program changed by moving into the William McGowan 
Theater. We used our livestream on YouTube to broadcast to thousands of guests who were 
unable to view the program on the steps.  
 
After the live reading was completed inside, the sun came out just in time for guests to enjoy the 
parade, the myArchives Pop-up tent, and other activities at the National Archives.  
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b. Please provide measurable results.  This year had a large number of improved areas of 
measurable results that we are proud of, including the increased number of visitors inside the Archives. 
This does not include the members of the audience that came to watch the live ceremony outside of the 
building. 
  
Attendance 

Visitors 2015 2014 2013 

Museum 4973 3826 3340 

Boeing Learning Center 1092 1300 n/a 
 
Instagram - @USNatArchives 

Instagram 2015 2014 

Follower increase 268 40 

Average likes 100 30 

 
Twitter - @USNatArchives 

Twitter 2015 2014 2013 

Top Tweet 141 retweets (July 2) 33 retweets  41 retweets  

Top favorite 75 (July 2) 31  n/a 

Followers, followers gained 71,605; 356 gained 41,600; gained 300 data not available 
 
Facebook - https://facebook.com/usnationalarchives 

Facebook Top Post 2015 2014 2013 

Reach  188,096 25,216 15,872 

Likes 1,399 689 171 

Followers gained 254 (on just July 4) 894 n/a 

 
Web traffic for the Declaration of Independence Website had an increase of 5% over last year at the same 
time.  The July 4 Celebration showed a 146% growth in page views the July 4 pages over last year. 
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c.   What makes the event stand out as an internationally recognized event?  
Visitors can see the original document that was signed 239 years ago, and hear the words of the 
Declaration read out loud on the steps of the building that is its permanent home. 

Since the 1970s, the National Archives has provided visitors a chance to go back in time to hear Thomas 
Jefferson and John Adams--along with other historical actors--read the Declaration of Independence.   

Guests are able to cheer with General George Washington, when he says, “ We, therefore, the 
Representatives of the United States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the 
Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the 
good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of 
Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British  
Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be 
totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude 
Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent 
States may of right do.”   

d. Why should the event win IFEA/ Haas & Wilerson Grand Pinnacle Award? 
Our live reading of the Declaration by our Founding Fathers brings history to life, increasing 
understanding and approachability of our nation's 239-year-old founding document. Our event fosters an 
increased awareness in our Nation's history and ignites a patriotic spirit in both young and old. 

For those who love history, July 4 is the day to come to the National Archives and stand up, applaud, 
tweet, huzzah, Instagram, and celebrate the birth of the United States!  


	e. Overall Revenue and Expense Budget- $125,000

