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San Antonio | The Saga 

Main Plaza Conservancy 
By:  Jane Pauley-Flores 
 

EVENT DATE:  June 13, 2014 

PURPOSE/MISSION:   Main Plaza Conservancy, a 501(c)(3)non-profit organization, is dedicated to 

providing San Antonio and its visitors with the cultural and historical “heart of the city™”;  To bring an 

awareness of family and community combined with history and heritage.   

Downtown San Antonio for the last 10 years has been rapidly progressing and shows no sign of slowing 

down anytime soon. Main Plaza Conservancy has jumped on board with the revitalization of beautiful 

downtown specifically designating Main Plaza as a must see destination. Main Plaza is the very core of 

the City and what a better way to expand and increase the understanding of San Antonio's history, 

heritage, and culture then by featuring a state of the art visual showcase on the façade of the city's very 

heartbeat, San Fernando Cathedral.  

In addition to its cultural relevance, this project will also catalyze economic growth by drawing both 

citizens and tourists alike into downtown San Antonio. As such, Main Plaza continues to be a 

cornerstone the city's cultural preservation and a boost to the city's growing economy. The hope is for 

the City to grab onto the momentum Main Plaza Conservancy has provided and continue to be forward 

thinking in developing and rejuvenating this wonderful place into a vibrant bustling City.    

HISTORY/DESCRIPTION OF EVENT:  North America’s Oldest Cathedral Sanctuary Welcomes 

Monumental Video Art Installation, “San Antonio|The Saga”.  On June 13, 2014, Main Plaza Conservancy 

debuted “San Antonio|The Saga,” a captivating video art installation on the magnificent façade of San 

Fernando Cathedral. Created by renowned French Artist, Xavier de Richemont, this 7,000-sq.-ft. 

projection with custom choreographed music in stereo sound narrates the historical discovery, 

settlement and development of San Antonio. Now the seventh-largest city in the nation, San Antonio is 

a pivotal location in the story and identity of the United States and North America.  

 

This 24-minute journey is renowned painter and video artist Xavier de Richemont’s first outdoor video 

art installation in the United States. His public installations can be seen in France, Germany, Spain, 

Morocco, Mexico, Canada and, Texas. 



Originally built between 1738 and 1755, San Fernando Cathedral is the oldest operating sanctuary in 

North America. It sits in Main Plaza, the heart of historic San Antonio. Main Plaza is the ideal location for 

this story to be told as it is one of only four colonial plazas left in the United States, and the only one 

with a cathedral.  

For the next 10 years, this breathtaking artistic representation will be a recurring event on Main Plaza 

that visitors and residents alike can experience. Most importantly, this event is free and open to the 

public.  

 “San Antonio|The Saga” is presented by Main Plaza Conservancy with the generous support of public 

and private institutions, individuals and the City of San Antonio.  This two (2) year project was the 

passion of Main Plaza Conservancy's Chairman, William Scanlan, with raised funding and expenses at 

nearly $1 Million Dollars.  

Quotes regarding this installation: 

 “We are very enthusiastic about our involvement in this project with the Main Plaza Conservancy”, 

stated Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller. “We [Archdiocese of San Antonio] gladly bless this effort and 

give our overwhelming support to San Antonio|The Saga video art installation.” 

“This is more astonishing than I imagined,” acclaimed Marise McDermott, President & CEO Witte 

Museum. “To change the tenor, shape and reality of the façade is amazing. To challenge the 

understanding of an iconic cathedral into a universe of art is breathtaking.” 

“San Antonio|The Saga,” is going to command attention and welcome the world to visit and experience 

a historic San Antonio destination, Main Plaza,” noted Jane Pauley-Flores, Executive Director of Main 

Plaza Conservancy.  

TYPES OF ACTIVITIES INCLUDED UNDER THE FESTIVAL/EVENT UMBRELLA:  Main Plaza Conservancy 

creates, hosts, partners, and rents Main Plaza for events.  All events are free and open to the public as a 

part of Main  Plaza Conservancy's mission to give back.  Events on the plaza include but are not limited 

to:  Spring Break - Week long music throughout the day and into the evening; Anniversary Fiesta - One 

day event with music, crafts, food & beverages celebrating the plazas anniversary since the 

redevelopment and grand opening in 2008; Viva Jazz - Week long event with local Jazz artists 

performances;  Fiesta San Fernando (not a Main Plaza Conservancy event) - Three full days to party (city 

wide, San Antonio is world famous with its "Fiesta" celebration) with food, music, parades (2) and a lot 

of fun; Bike|Beat - a One day event promoting life on two wheels with safety seminars, product sales, 

food, music, BMX bike aerials, bike races and swap market;  Cycle-in Cinema - One evening a week in 

June, July and August showcasing movies that are "pedal powered" by volunteers pedaling a bike to 



generate power to operate the projector.  With lines longer than the movie time waiting to pedal, this is 

a popular event; Let's Read! Kids Back to School Fest - One day event with education for parents as to 

where to find doctors, insurance, tutors, etc. and fun for the kids to participate in games, sign up for 

library card, get fingerprinted by local police department (card for parents use), free backpacks and 

school supplies, with music, food and fun;  High School Mariachi Competition - all local high schools 

(both public and private) are invited to compete for title of Best High School Level Mariachi and receive 

$1500 cash reward and select students compete for a position on Main Plaza Conservancy's mariachi 

ensemble that are the best of the best in San Antonio with public performances as Ambassadors to the 

city;   Latino Music Festival - One day of Latino music performances from Central America and Mexico;  

Silver Bells in the City Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony - One afternoon/evening the city, county and 

Conservancy collaborate for music, food, Santa, and lighting of the 25' Douglas Fir, incredibly decorated 

tree.  Other events brought to the plaza by outside companies, associations and groups include press 

conferences, weddings, protests, presidential candidates, company picnics, educational seminars, school 

classes, special awareness, special individuals to include: Hulk Hogan, Ron Paul, Vikki Carr, San Antonio 

Spurs basketball team and mascot, Girl in a Coma, Nortec Collective and the list goes on. 

OVERALL REVENUE AND EXPENSE BUDGET:   Revenue $936,131.22    Expense $943,049.37 

ESTIMATED ECONOMIC IMPACT:   It is estimated San Antonio|The Saga will realize millions of dollars in 

tourist revenue for the 7th largest city in the nation, positively impacting a huge existing tourist market.   

ATTENDANCE NUMBERS & DEMOGRAPHICS:   

4,500 total  

65% Caucasion 

35% Hispanic 

5% Other 

VOLUNTEER COUNT & DEOMGRAPHICS: 

(2) CE Group Hispanic 35-40 yrs 

(3) Flores Family Hispanic 21-65yrs 

(1) CE Group intern Caucasian 20-25yrs 

(15) UTSA Undergrad & Grad students 7.5% Hispanic 7.5% Caucasion 

(6) Centro Amigos Hispanic 35-65yrs 

Volunteer Total = 27 

STAFFING NUMBERS AND POSITIONS: 

MPC Vice Chair- Fr. David Garcia (1) Hispanic 55-65 yrs 



Executive Director-Jane Pauley-Flores (1) Caucasian 55-65 yrs 

Programs Manager- Ashley Quinn (1) Caucasian 30-35yrs 

Event Staff-Krista (1) Caucasian 25-30yrs 

Caterer-(15) Hispanic 21-45yrs 

Sound & Production-XYZ Company Simon (1) French 30-35 yrs 

B-P Lighting, Sound and Video  (4) Hispanic 30-45yrs 

Staff total = 24 

FOUNDING/INCORPORATION DATE AND MANAGEMENT SYSTEM:  

Main Plaza Conservancy is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization created and incorporated October 3, 2007 

for the sole purpose to manage and operate the historical city center a/k/a "the Heart of the City™" of 

San Antonio, Texas and is under contract with the City of San Antonio to manage Main Plaza.   

STAFF CONSISTS OF: 

Jane Pauley-Flores, Executive Director 

Ashley Quinn, Programs Manager 

CUSTODIAL STAFF CONSISTS OF: 

José Sotelo 

Roy Gonzales 

Miguel Rodriguez 

THE VOLUNTEER BOARD OF DIRECTORS CONSISTS OF: 

William Scanlan, Jr., Chairman of the Board 

Patrick Kennedy, Honorary Chair 

Father David Garcia, Vice Chair 

Kit Goldsbury, Secretary 

Alfredo Flores, Jr., Treasurer 

Janet Holliday, Director 

Gini Garcia, Director 

Betty Bueché, County Liaison 

Jim Mery, City Liaison. 
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Additional Requirements 

San Antonio | The Saga 

Main Plaza Conservancy 
By:  Jane Pauley-Flores 
 

PROMOTIONAL/MARKETING CAMPAIGN & MEDIA OUTREACH: 

Main Plaza Conservancy started off with creating an "identifier," a specific logo that represents San 

Antonio | The Saga.  This image is to appear on all print, whether t-shirts or posters or internet sites.  

This would be the one recognizable constant representing San Antonio | The Saga. 

This identifier is very subtle but has great significance to this event. 

Description:  Shape is the outline of San Fernando Cathedral, center of the cathedral is a heart.  This 

heart is the logo for Main Plaza Conservancy; represents the "heart of the city™" as Main Plaza is also 

known; and represents the heartbeat of San Fernando Cathedral.  The vibrant colors of red, orange, and 

lime beaming out from the center heart looks like and represents Main Plaza's identifying shade 

structures that received an International award for concept and use of fabric/material.  

Main Plaza Conservancy provided as well as media coverage of ads, articles and pictures that appeared 

in newspapers, newsletters, magazines, digital billboards, numerous websites, city websites and 

newsletters, county emails, cathedral newsletter and TV, numerous TV stations both English and 

Spanish, posters, Save the Dates in print and online. 

A :15 second ad was seen on over 35 local channels and additional national channels promoting with 

great visuals and powerful sound:  

A Video Art Installation by Artist Xavier de Richemont, 

History, 

Heritage, 

Culture, 

State of the Art Visuals in the Heart of the City, 

Celebrate...   San Antonio | The Saga!, 

a 24 minute Video of Texas History coming June 13, 2014. 



The target population was literally everyone, everywhere, all walks of life and all languages and most of 

all, all ages.  This family venue stays focused on intergenerational without concern for social or 

economic status.  

Promotions were carried out by City of San Antonio, County of Bexar, San Fernando Cathedral, 

Archdiocese of San Antonio, Time Warner Media, Univision, Clear Channel, KLRN Public TV, PATV[Public 

TV through the city], Express-News, San Antonio Magazine and Main Plaza Conservancy. 



WEBSITE/SOCIAL MEDIA/MULTI-MEDIA PROGRAM/CAMPAIGN:     

Main Plaza Conservancy's website contained detailed information about this project, the artist and 

provided a plethora of still photos.  Later was added a sample video, link to the TV ad, YouTube coverage 

and other pertinent information. 



OVERALL SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM:   

Sponsors consisted of: 

Univision and UniMás17 included 12 TV stations, live event coverage, live interviews, lead-up vignettes, 

promotion of MPC's ad and promotional packages;  

Time Warner Media included 25 TV stations, creation of the :15 second ad for distribution use and 

special coverage on the 24 hour News Channel and promotional packages; 

 Clear Channel Outdoor included all local digital billboard coverage;  

PATV included 1 half-hour show two times, 9am and 5pm, every Sunday;  

KLRN TV included on site interview with MPC Board Chair and Vice Chair;   

Time Magazine International came to San Antonio during the press conference and submitted an article 

for international coverage about the artist and the event;  

Several publications in Mexico provided written coverage through one of Main Plaza Conservancy's 

director;  

Drury Plaza Hotel is directly adjacent to Main Plaza, connect to Main Plaza with a pedestrian bridge, 

overlooks the plaza in general and has many rooms with balconies when you can sit an view San Antonio 

| The Saga in your own privacy.  This hotel has partnered with the Conservancy and continues to partner 

with packages for tourists wanting to be positioned overlooking the plaza in the San Fernando Tower 

section.  Special room rates are available with mention of Main Plaza Conservancy's San Antonio  The 

Saga. 

Laz Parking provided valet service for VIP arrival, parking and departure. 

The CE Group worked with the Main Plaza Conservancy staff in implementing the event through 

coordinating, overseeing and conclusion.   

Broadway Bank provided financial support, gave internet newsletter coverage, interbank 

communication and invitation to attend. 

The City of San Antonio, The Ewing Halsell Foundation, Goldsbury Foundation, The William and Salomé 

Scanlan Foundation and Bill and Elizabeth Lende provided financial support for the success of this 

incredible event. 



CRITICAL COMPONENT PROGRAMS: 

Volunteer Program:    

Volunteer Tasks and Responsibilities: 

Project Name: San Antonio | The Saga     

Date of Services: Friday, June 13, 2014 

Location of Event: Main Plaza 115 N. Main Avenue 

Attire: Business casual/all black 

Shift Time: Arrive at 6:30p Meet with Ashley Quinn for event briefing, begin shift 7p-9p 

Parking Instructions: Located on S. Flores Street, free parking at the Frost Bank surface lot 

Job Description: Volunteers will manage the VIP check-in area, the VIP seating area, and assist with 

passing out event programs. Please note light lifting and bending may be required. 

Please remember, you are representing Main Plaza Conservancy  

Wear comfortable shoes 

Do not bring large purses—safe storage is usually limited, at best 

No smoking 

No chewing gum 

No personal cell phone use, unless absolutely necessary 

No alcoholic beverages consumed 

No foul language 

Know/learn proper radio etiquette if applicable 

Be on time, be flexible and be polite 



Green Program: 

(10) Recycle receptacles placed by every trash can on the plaza with eco-friendly biodegradable trash 

liners. 

Eco-friendly re-purposed plastic cups used for VIP check-in area refreshments 

Landscaping done to the plaza in preparation for event had no dyes or chemicals.   

All plants are native to TX and non-poisonous.   

Power washing used no chemicals.  



Educational Program:   

 

This 24-minute video takes the viewer through a journey  of  history  beginning with the Indigenous 

hunting buffalo unfolding before your eyes until we reach present day.  

 

Educating our tourists of San Antonio history and reminding our locals where they come from is 

paramount in the scope of being in the moment.  

 

Key elements are featured in this video projection to include: 

 

The Mexican Revolution 

Battle of the Alamo 

The influence of the Spanish 

Indigenous presence 

Texicans arriving with Longhorn 

Influence of the Church 

The Missions Settlement 

Oil and its influences 

The Guilded Age 

Freeing of slavery 

Works of Frederick Douglass 

The Chili Queens 

Indian massacre 

Generations of life making their mark 

Influence of Mexican, Tejano, Conjunto, etc. music 

Civil War 

The many phases of the American flag 

Settling in the Great State of Texas 

 



Children's Program: 

This project is full of history, providing children to learn and they watch it unfold before their eyes.  

There are many subtleties in this projection video and viewing again and again you will continue to see 

more or see previously viewed slides differently. 

 

This program is a must see for all students, all ages and classes are invited to experience an evening in 

history on the plaza. 

 

All ages can enjoy this projection as there are vivid colors in a constant motion, over the entire facade of 

the cathedral.  This bigger than life projection with incredible music accompanying make for a blend of 

visual and audio enjoyment, whether understood or not. 

 

History as it unfolds in this manner is very powerful and moving.  One cannot turn away as you become 

totally engulfed in the moment. 

 

Today’s children have become accustomed to all things electronic, whether it be an iPad, computer, or 

cell phone. This has proven higher levels of intelligence and understanding. San Antonio | The Saga is 

using state of the art technology (video mapping) and coupling it with the oldest operating sanctuary in 

the United States. Our youth is stimulated through visual learning, this event is like an outdoor History 

class. 

 



Food & Beverage Program:   

The RK Group Catering was secured for the VIP after party, with complimentary full bar, and butler 

passed heavy hors d’ oeuvres to include a health conscious menu.  Black Pintuck linens on cocktail tables 

with centerpieces of Birds of Paradise.   

 

Special menu provided for: 

Caprese Skewers 

Grape Tomatoes, Mozzarella and Fresh Basil 

Peppery Beef Kabobs with Pearl Onions 

White English Cheddar and Applewood Smoked Bacon Tartlet 

Creamy Aged English Cheddar Topped with Crisp Bacon is a Pastry Tart 

Chicken Bites 

Marinated Breast of Chicken Wrapped in Bacon with a Sliver of Jalapeno 

and Drizzled in Buttermilk Dressing 

Cool Fresh Seafood Ceviche served in Shot Glasses 

White Fish, Scallops and Gulf Coast Shrimp Mixed in a Tangy South American Sauce 

Served with Tostada Whisps 

 

Blue Star Ice House provided complimentary organic craft beer and wine for VIP guests prior to the 

event on the Patio at San Fernando Cathedral. 

 

Also provided for the general public were (3) Food trucks (1) beer trailer and Main Plaza Conservancy’s 

(2) operating kiosk vendors, El Oasis Cafe #2 and Blue Star Ice House on Main Plaza offering food and 

drink for purchase. 



Entertainment Program:   

The American Indians of Texas performed a sacred White Buffalo dance in front of beautiful San 

Fernando Cathedral and center of the VIP seating area.   

 

Main Plaza Conservancy's student ensemble, Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio performed several 

selections to include the National Anthem with a special medley they arranged of; The Yellow Rose of 

Texas, Deep in the Heart of Texas, San Antonio Rose and The Orange Blossom Special as a tribute to San 

Antonio | The Saga.   

 

They also performed the Mexican birthday song for the artist whose birthday was the same date. 

 

These performers were selected for specific reasons.  San Antonio | The Saga gives homage to the 

American Indian at the beginning of the video.  They were the first here on this land, hunted buffalo and 

other wildlife and they continue yet today, to honor the land.  Their blessing of the White Buffalo dance 

and/or the Four-corner blessing is a tradition and can be seen at the beginning of many events on Main 

Plaza.  

 

Mariachi Corazón de San Antonio is Main Plaza Conservancy's mariachi ensemble and is made up of high 

school students that complete each year for their position.  These students are held to a high standard 

and must maintain a minimum of 3.0 GPA.  These students are the best of the best from the local high 

school competition held on Main Plaza every October and are groomed to be Ambassadors for the 

Mayor and City of San Antonio.  Through their participation, they also receive a scholarship from Main 

Plaza Conservancy and are directed by Dr. Rachel Y. Cruz.          



Merchandise Program:   

Main Plaza Conservancy has selected several options of merchandise to commemorate San Antonio | 

The Saga.  It varies from one extreme to the other, therefore, providing exceptional memorabilia for all 

types of purchasers. 

San Antonio | The Saga Poster: 

Full size poster for sale with visuals of various stills from the video telling an incredible story and 

sponsors across the bottom:   

Stripes of the Spanish flag,  

Beading by native Americans,  

Longhorns arrive, 

Variation of the southern flag, 

Oil brings wealth, 

Frederick Douglass breaks the chains of slavery, 

Battles are fought, 

The Church is founded, 

A modern city where the river flows. 

T-Shirt: 

Fashioned after the poster, this shirt tells the same story. 

Jewelry: 

Several handmade pieces in 14K white and yellow gold.  Select from: 

Earrings 

Signet Ring 

Enameled Pendant 

Solid Gold Pendant 

Precious Stones Pendant (Peridot, Citrine and Garnet) 

Men's and Women's Band 

Charm 

Limited Edition Prints, Signed and Numbered in Frame: 

Artist, Xavier de Richemont created a series of three (3) prints per frame, five (5) total pieces in the 

series, making 15 prints. 



Community Outreach Program:   

Main Plaza Conservancy partnered with San Antonio Convention & Visitors Bureau for marketing and 

promotional efforts.  The CVB promoted with personal interviews, TV ads and news coverage in 

Houston, Austin, and Dallas, Texas.  

Time Warner Media created TV spot  

Univision interviews, vignettes 

MPC sent media releases out to all radio, TV, and print assignment editors  

Partnered with CoSA for promotional efforts via City newsletters, websites, and social sites 

The artist gave exclusive interviews with Time Warner News Channel, Univision, Texas Public Radio, 

KENS 5, KSAT 12, KLRN, & WOAI. The artist also gave special presentations at local museums and art 

schools. 

Promoted via weekly blasts on facebook, twitter, MPC website, local event calendars, billboards, hosted 

meet and greets, press conference. 

Created artwork from the artists’ previous works and wrapped stationary kiosks on Main Plaza  

Joined the Downtown pole banner program and placed 36-40 pole banners throughout downtown San 

Antonio 

Presented during Commissioner’s Court 

Had local bloggers write several articles 

Two editorials in the Express Newspaper 

Time Magazine interviewed the artist  



Emergency Preparedness Program:   

 

 Bexar County Sheriffs' Department remained onsite prior to, during and after the event 

 Special positions were assigned to accommodate VIP arrival to pre-party area 

 All on-site and off-site Fire lanes open during event 

 Special meetings held with the Bexar County Sheriffs' Department Special Task Force regarding 

special plans and routes created to evacuate dignitaries, if necessary.  

 Special Forces Sniper placed on standby on a nearby rooftop ready, if needed. 

 Site map created for specialized use during this event 

 

 San Antonio Police Department Bike Patrol on-site prior to, during and after the event 

 San Antonio Police Department assigned traffic control along Dolorosa/Market Streets for 

pedestrians crossing 

 San Antonio Police Department assigned to food trucks arrival and departure/traffic control 

 

 EMS Emergency first-aid on-site during event 

 Hydration station set up for general public 



SPECIAL PROGRAMS: 

During the artist, Xavier de Richemont's visits to San Antonio throughout the two (2) years Main Plaza 

Conservancy held several educational workshops and lectures.  Some were by invitation only for city and 

county dignitaries, cathedral and Archdiocese attendees.  Others were for stakeholders, local downtown 

business owners and associations.   

During the two (2) weeks prior to June 13th, the artist conducted several lectures describing this work, 

procedures, research, preparation and creation, what he sees and how he incorporates into his 

projections, applying sound with a perfect match for specific events within the video. 

Local museums such as San Antonio Museum of Art, The McNay, University of Texas History Department 

were visited.   



QUESTIONS: 

A:  WHAT CHALLENGES/OBSTACLES DID YOU FORESEE/ENCOUNTER IN CREATING THE EVENT, AND 

HOW DID YOU HANDLE THEM?   

There were several obstacles in creating San Antonio | The Saga.   

The first and greatest was to have the approval of the City of San Antonio, County of Bexar and 

Archdiocese of San Antonio in charge of San Fernando Cathedral, to project the video on the facade of 

the cathedral.  The cathedral was to be Main Plaza Conservancy's "canvas" for these historical images.  

Permission was received quickly to use the facade by the city and county and shortly thereafter the 

Archdiocese.   

However, the Archbishop required his approval of the content of the projection...   this would include 

music as well.  This was not an easy feat as the artist lives in Paris, France and was not readily available 

in San Antonio.  Therefore, several groups were formed to 1)determine the historical content for 

accuracy, 2)determine appropriateness of the visuals to be displayed on the front of the cathedral and, 

3)someone to take notes, compile them and distribute for comment and accuracy, communicate with 

the artist, prepare meetings and schedule viewings throughout the process.   

After much discussion, many changes, deletions and additions the video and music content was 

approved by the Archbishop.  This, became the final product that is now seen as a form fitting, custom 

mapped, video with Texas music and performances by locally renown artists to include Donovan, Flaco 

Jimenez and Tish Hinojosa to name a few. 

The obstacles did not stop there.   

Main Plaza is an outdoor venue, surrounded by streets, with five interactive ground level fountains, 

stunning shade structures and located on the famed River Walk.  It made sense to utilize equipment 

already present on the plaza for the installation of two (2) speaker systems, two (2) projectors, state of 

the art computer system, air conditioning for mechanicals and internet access.   

Not that easy.  The plaza was not hard wired for internet so installation involving construction was 

required.  The massive shade structures were to be the mounting point for the projectors that perfectly 

crossed the plaza projecting on the cathedral.  During installation it was discovered the shade structures 

gave enough movement that they caused a minor shake or vibration to the projectors.  That could not 

be, so an engineer was required to modify the structures and ultimately remove the shade panels. 



B:  PLEASE PROVIDE MEASURABLE RESULTS/EXAMPLES FOR QUESTION A:   

Additional funding was raised, engineer hired, fabricator hired, modification and installation completed.  

This increased budget funding $30,000. 

Currently, projection in its mounded location has no noticeable movement and is performing four (4) 

nights a week, three (3) times a night. 



C:  WHAT MAKES THE EVENT STAND OUT AS AN INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED EVENT?   

San Antonio | The Saga is recognized internationally for several reasons.   

Texas' geographical location borders another country where artist, Xavier de Richemont has several of 

his works with new installations currently in process.   

The artist is internationally renowned for his work across the world to include; France, Germany, Spain, 

Morocco, Mexico, Canada and now United States. 

International media has taken special interest in this project with great promotion and article coverage.  

Additionally, Texas is 2nd home to many nationals and a destination for visitors from around the world. 



D:  WHY SHOULD THE EVENT WIN THE IFEA/HAAS & WILKERSON GRAND PINNACLE AWARD?    

San Antonio | The Saga is the first of its kind, in an outdoor setting, in the United States!   

It is World Class and provides incredible entertainment through video and music, making the language 

"INTERNATIONAL".   

It brings an incredible, bigger than life, projection to the oldest operating sanctuary in the United States. 

It is on a Colonial Plaza that is only one of four left in the United States and is the only one with a 

cathedral! 

Main Plaza is the original city center of San Antonio.   

The reasons listed above makes this event very rare, very special and qualified to complete with all 

other events.   

But, most importantly, is free and open to the public. 
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The campaign portrayed the
switch as a smooth one. Johan-
son said she had approached
Davis about the matter several
weeks ago and that she wants
to spend time with her 90-
year-old father.

“Chris has spent nearly 20
years in Texas politics and has
fought — and won — tough
races in this state,” Davis said

AUSTIN — Democratic Sen.
Wendy Davis replaced her na-
tionally known campaign man-
ager with a fellow Texas law-
maker Wednesday as she
works to gain traction in her
uphill race for governor.

Rep. Chris Turner, who suc-

cessfully managed congres-
sional campaigns for moderate
Democrat Chet Edwards in dif-
ficult-to-win races, replaced
Karin Johanson, whose long
resume includes the campaign
of U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin,
D-Wis., the first openly gay
member of the Senate and the
first woman in her state to
hold the post.

in announcing the switch, call-
ing Johanson “an amazing
partner in getting our team up
and on their feet.” 

Democrats described the
change as positive, praising
Turner’s deep knowledge of
Texas politics. 

The Davis campaign “clearly
wasn’t on a winning trajectory.
I think this gives it its best

shot,” said Democratic consult-
ant Colin Strother, who has
long known Turner and called
him a “brilliant campaign
strategist and field organizer.”

“He really knows how to mi-
cro-target and how to talk to
swing voters,” Strother said.

Republicans painted the
move as another sign of a cam-

VOTE 2014

Davis’ campaign
replaces manager Kin Man Hui / San Antonio Express News

Texas Democratic
gubernatorial candidate
Wendy Davis is getting a new
campaign manager.

Susan Biddle / Getty Images

Karin Johanson, Davis’
previous campaign manager,
wants to spend more time
with her father, 90.Fellow state lawmaker Turner takes on the job

By Peggy Fikac
AUSTIN BUREAU

Davis continues on A7

Fireworks were expected in
Castle Hill’s council meeting
Tuesday, but the mayor’s sud-
den decision to quit surprised
everyone. 

“After last night, I’m embar-
rassed to sit in front of that ma-
jority as mayor,” said Bruce
Smiley-Kaliff, who said his re-
signation was effective at mid-
night. “They do not reflect the
true voices of the citizens of
Castle Hills.”

The meeting Tuesday was
the first regular meeting with
two new council members, who
had been open critics of the
way the city was running. The
two sparked a fiery debate over
how City Manager Rita Hoyl
has performed in the past two
years, whether the council had
treated her fairly and whether
she should be retained.

New Councilwoman Lesley
Wenger moved to oust Hoyl; in
the end, the council agreed 5-0
to give her four more months to
improve her performance. 

Hoyl, a 21-year veteran of the
city who has worked with sev-
en city managers and was inter-
im city manager four times,
told the council Tuesday she 

Mayor’s quitting leaves
Castle Hills rebuilding

Mayor Bruce
Smiley-Kaliff
said he was
“very
comfortable”
with his
decision to
resign.

Longtime
Castle Hills
City Manager
Rita Hoyl
told the
council she
had no plans
to quit.

By William Pack
STAFF WRITER

Rebuild continues on A9

A former FBI informant
once accused of running the
city’s largest prostitution ring
in more than 30 years pleaded
guilty Wednesday to a federal
drug charge.

Sammy Flores Jr., 43, was set
to go to trial next week on the
drug charge. By instead plead-
ing guilty to aiding and abet-
ting the possession of metham-
phetamine, he avoids a possible
sentence of 22 to 27 years. He’ll
now likely face between five
and eight years.

U.S. District Judge Orlando
Garcia will sentence him later
this year.

The charge stems from an in-
vestigation of him and some of
his associates, including Catali-

na Davis, 49, who was caught
with meth at her Barrington
Street apartment during a raid
in October 2012 by the Police
Department’s gang unit.

Flores also was investigated
in 2007 by the SAPD’s vice
unit. During that time, a raid of
his alleged business, Executive
Playmates, drew headlines and
was the lead story on local TV
news reports. The case, howev-
er, never was prosecuted.

Executive Playmates was
suspected by SAPD of generat-
ing about $150,000 per month
from prostitution between
2005 and 2007. 

Run mostly from a middle-
class neighborhood on Callagh-
an Road near Vance Jackson,
the service advertised in the
Yellow Pages and online and
reportedly employed 300 wom-

en who serviced 2,000 clients.
Police Chief William McMa-

nus never publicly identified
the operators, and the city — to
this day — has refused to re-
lease the client list.

“We’ve got men who spent
over $15,000 on escorts in a
six-month period,” one law en-
forcement source told the San
Antonio Express-News in
2007, while another described
it as “a multimillion-dollar
business.”

Other documents obtained
by the Express-News through
open-records requests identify
Flores as the operator of Exec-
utive Playmates and said he
was the investigation’s main
target.

The federal prostitution/
money laundering case fizzled
amid allegations from some 

Ex-FBI informant
pleads in drug case
He also was linked to prostitution ring
By Guillermo Contreras
STAFF WRITER

By pleading
guilty, Sammy
Flores Jr. likely
faces five to
eight years.

Plead continues on A7

An explosion of color, light,
music and historical images,
“San Antonio | The Saga” will
be splashed over the facade of
one of the city’s beloved historic
structures — San Fernando Ca-
thedral — at regular nighttime
intervals beginning Friday.

French artist Xavier de Ri-
chemont’s monumental, multi-
media video projection —
spearheaded by the Main Plaza
Conservancy with the blessing
of the Archdiocese of San Anto-
nio — previewed Wednesday
evening to a virtually empty
plaza that soon filled up with
about 200 people attracted by
the sound and visuals.

“It’s absolutely beautiful,”
downtown resident Nita Shaver
said. “I encourage everyone to
come down to the plaza and
bring their families for some-
thing very special.”

The 24-minute, $1 million,
7,000-square-foot projection,
with custom choreographed im-
agery and music in surround
sound — pumped out by dis-
crete speakers and projectors —
narrates the historical discov-
ery, settlement and develop-
ment of the city. 

“It’s a big collage of media,
from drawings and photo-
graphs that I made to historical
imagery,” said de Richemont,
who has produced similar pro-
jections on buildings all over
the world, including Chartres
Cathedral in France.

The imagery, framed by blue
curving lines signifying the San
Antonio River, ranges from
maps and missions to Santa
Anna and Selena and several
saints, including San Antonio’s
namesake, as de Richemont
tells the story of the Indian set-
tlement of the area to the com-
ing of the Spanish to the devel-
opment of a modern big city
and business center. 

Accompanying the quick-cut

imagery are German polkas, so-
lo fiddle and piano, Flaco Jime-
nez’s accordion and a sweet
rendition of “Remember the
Alamo” by the Scottish singer
Donovan.

“It’s about the construction of
a city, growing and becoming
more diverse,” de Richemont
said.

The conservancy believes
“Saga” will help draw more

people to the historic “heart of
the city.”

“We want to breathe a breath
of fresh air into this historic
heart of the city,” said Ashley
Quinn, programs manager for

Main Plaza Conservancy. “We
wanted to show that we could
bring art to our downtown.
Mixing classic architecture like
this with state-of-the-art tech-

A 21st-century look at the city’s history

Photos by Billy Calzada / San Antonio Express-News

Historic San Fernando Cathedral is awash in lights and color as the multimedia presentation is played out on its facade.

FAR LEFT:
An image of
Padre Miguel
Hidalgo y
Costilla
(middle), a
revolutionary
leader in
Mexico in
1810, is
projected on
the cathedral. 
LEFT: French
artist Xavier
de Richemont
stands in
front of his
work.

Unofficial debut
of ‘Saga’ draws
downtown crowd

ExpressNews.com
Video and slideshow: For a detailed look
at the color of “Saga,” go to Express
News.com.

By Steve Bennett
STAFF WRITER

Saga continues on A8
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TWO ROUNDS 
OF GOLF FOR $75
Valid Sunday-Friday

Expires Dec. 31st, 2014

(includes tax!) 

FATHER’S DAY  
GIFT CARD SPECIAL

444 East Basse - Quarry Village 78209 
210-824-4500

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS
BUDGET AND PROPOSED TAX RATE

Maintenance Tax $1.040000/$100 (proposed rate for maintenance and operations)
School Debt Service Tax $0.400600/$100 (proposed rate to pay bonded indebtedness)
Approved by Local Voters

Comparison of Proposed Budget with Last Year’s Budget
The applicable percentage increase or decrease (or difference) in the amount budgeted in the preceding fiscal year and 
the amount budgeted for the fiscal year that begins during the current tax year is indicated for each of the following 
expenditure categories.
 Maintenance and operations 4.68 % increase
 Debt service 3.63 % increase
 Total expenditures 4.50 % increase

Total Appraised Value and Total Taxable Value
(as calculated under Section 26.04, Tax Code)

 Total appraised value* of all property $32,739,867,928 $34,364,713,706
 Total appraised value* of new property** $335,216,450 $529,272,801
 Total taxable value*** of all property $29,447,991,601 $31,183,673,840 
 Total taxable value*** of new property** $310,706,101 $503,550,012 

* Appraised value is the amount shown on the appraisal roll and defined by Section 1.04(8), Tax Code.
** “New property” is defined by Section 26.012(17), Tax Code.
*** “Taxable value” is defined by Section 1.04(10), Tax Code.

Bonded Indebtedness
Total amount of outstanding and unpaid bonded indebtedness* $1,462,945,942

* Outstanding principal.

Comparison of Proposed Rates with Last Year’s Rates

 Last Year’s Rate $1.040000 $0.400600* $1.440600 $6,423 $2,474
 Rate to Maintain Same $1.046169 $0.400603* $1.446772 $6,578 $2,402 

Level of Maintenance &
Operations Revenue &
Pay Debt Service

Proposed Rate $1.040000 $0.400600* $1.440600 $6,717 $2,394

* The Interest & Sinking Fund tax revenue is used to pay for bonded indebtedness on construction, 
equipment, or both.
The bonds, and the tax rate necessary to pay those bonds, were approved by the voters of this district.

Maintenance
& Operations

Interest &
Sinking Fund* Total

State Revenue
Per Student

Local Revenue
Per Student

Comparison of Proposed Levy with Last Year’s Levy on Average Residence

Average Market Value of Residences $179,826 $192,936
Average Taxable Value of Residences $164,602 $176,190
Last Year’s Rate Versus Proposed Rate per $100 Value $1.440600 $1.440600

 Taxes Due on Average Residence $2,371.26 $2,538.19
 Increase (Decrease) in Taxes  $166.93
 Under state law, the dollar amount of school taxes imposed on the residence homestead of a person 65 years 

of age or older or of the surviving spouse of such a person, if the surviving spouse was 55 years of age or 
older when the person died, may not be increased above the amount paid in the first year after the person 
turned 65, regardless of changes in tax rate or property value.

 Notice of Rollback Rate: The highest tax rate the district can adopt before requiring voter approval at an 
election is $1.440603. This election will be automatically held if the district adopts a rate in excess of the
rollback rate of $1.440603.

Last Year This Year

Fund Balances
The following estimated balances will remain at the end of the current fiscal year and are not 
encumbered with or by a corresponding debt obligation, less estimated funds necessary for 
operating the district before receipt of the first state aid payment.

 Maintenance and Operations Fund Balance(s) $112,981,166
 Interest & Sinking Fund Balance(s) $29,693,884

Preceding Tax Year Current Tax Year

The North East Independent School District will hold a public meeting at 5:30 PM, June 23, 2014 in the Board Room, 
Richard A. Middleton Education Center, 8961 Tesoro, San Antonio, Texas 78217. The purpose of this meeting is 
to discuss the school district’s budget that will determine the tax rate that will be adopted. Public participation
in the discussion is invited.
The tax rate that is ultimately adopted at this meeting or at a separate meeting at a later date may not exceed the 
proposed rate shown below unless the district publishes a revised notice containing the same information and 
comparisons set out below and holds another public meeting to discuss the revised notice.

Two U.S. Army veterans and
their families received the sur-
prise of a lifetime Wednesday
— two fully paid and furnished
new homes on the Northeast
side.

Capt. Jeremy Baggett, 37, and
Spec. Matthew Castillo del Mu-
ro, 26, were wounded years ago
in active duty overseas, each in-
jured by improvised explosive
devices.

Baggett was serving in Iraq
and lives now with multiple
pieces of shrapnel in the right
side of body. He suffered nerve
injuries, and his back was in-
jured.

Del Muro was posted in Af-
ghanistan and stepped on a
pressure plate IED, losing the
lower half of his right leg and
becoming afflicted with a trau-
matic brain injury and post-
traumatic stress disorder. 

These men and their wives
and children have been brought
together to become next-door
neighbors in Selma, as non-
profit Operation Finally Home
and H-E-B have teamed up
alongside other companies and
organizations to provide the
families with newly built
homes, mortgage-free and with
multiple utilities paid for the
next year. 

Both families had applied for
a new home through Operation
Finally Home, but didn’t know
until Tuesday that they had
been selected.

Teresa Baggett, wife of Capt.
Baggett, said she felt over-
whelmed and filled with grati-
tude after stepping into her
new home.

“It’s really the removal of a
huge burden,” she said. “He’s
able to retire, and able to focus
on taking care of himself first,
whereas before, sometimes his
medical needs went on the
back burner.”

The Baggetts said the new
home went beyond their expec-

tations.
“I just feel blessed beyond

measure,” Capt. Baggett said.
Dan Wallrath, founder and

president of Operation Finally
Home, said the process of se-
lecting a veteran family out of
all the applicants to the pro-
gram is a thorough one. 

“A new home is not the an-
swer for everyone, so we have

to be very careful,” he said. “To
give somebody something like
this, we want to know that
they’re going to take this gift
and move forward in life to
achieve their goals and accom-
plishments.”

The Castillo del Muros and
Baggetts were selected as fam-
ilies working through strug-
gles.

“It’s kind of like a kid who
keeps trying to get out of a pool
and gets pushed back in by a
bully,” Wallrath said. “That’s
what it’s like with these fam-
ilies. No matter how hard they
try, it seems like they keep get-
ting pushed back into the
pool.”

The Baggetts said their new
home will give them peace of
mind.

“This lets me know that if I
have a bad day with my medi-
cal issues — and as I get older,
it’s not going to get better — I
don’t have to worry for my
family through this,” Capt.
Baggett said. “It takes a big
burden off of me as the bread-
winner of the family.”

Spec. Castillo del Muro said
he doesn’t know how to ex-
press his gratitude, as he, his
wife and 2-year-old and infant
sons have a home.

“It’s such an honor to know
there are people out there who
actually care to help you,” he

said. “I guess it feels like hit-
ting the lottery, but even better
because people are helping.
The people who helped with
this- they’re my heroes now.”

The homes were gifts from
H-E-B’s 29th annual Tourna-
ment of Champions.

Winell Herron, H-E-B group
VP of public affairs, said H-E-B
and Operation Finally Home
plan to continue in partnership
and award six additional
homes to more veteran families
later this year. 

“This is something very im-
portant to us,” Herron said.
“It’s a special way to give back.”

rfeidler@express-news.net

Two vets get places they truly can call home

Bob Owen / San Antonio Express-News

Jeremy and Teresa Baggett, with daughter Abbie (left) and Kalyn and Matthew Castillo del Muro (right) receive their new homes.

By Rebecca Fiedler
STAFF WRITER

“The people who
helped with this —
they’re my heroes now.”
Spec. Matthew Castillo del Muro, 26,
who was wounded by an improvised
explosive device

Captain, specialist
each receive house

nology is just breathtak-
ing.”

“Saga” is endorsed by
the archdiocese.

“We are very enthusi-
astic about our involve-
ment in this project with
the Main Plaza Conser-
vancy,” Archbishop Gus-
tavo García-Siller said in
a statement on the con-
servancy’s website. “We
gladly bless this effort
and give our overwhelm-
ing support to ‘San Anto-
nio | The Saga’ video art
installation.”

De Richemont said he
worked with local schol-
ars including John Phillip
Santos of the University
of Texas at San Antonio
and Juan Tejeda of Palo
Alto College to research
San Antonio’s history and
development.

“The content is what is
important,” he said. “We
wanted to tell this story

in a way that is not com-
plicated so that everyone
can see what is going on,
can follow the storyline. It
is a popular work, and
popular means for the
people.”

“Saga’s” free public
premiere is set for 7 to 11
p.m. Friday, with a dedi-
cation at 8:30 p.m. and
three projections at 9,

9:45 and 10:35 p.m.
The multimedia work

will be projected on the
facade of the cathedral
three times a night, four
nights a week for at least
the next decade — at 9,
9:30 and 10 p.m. Tues-
days, Fridays, Saturdays
and Sundays.

sbennett@express-news.net

SAGA
From page A3

Billy Calzada / San Antonio Express-News

The lights and sound attracted a crowd of people to
Main Plaza.



A 10-year-old boy walking to
a bus stop with a group of chil-
dren Tuesday morning was
thrown nearly 15 feet by the
electrical shock of a downed
power line — causing him to
stop breathing until his mother
performed CPR.

The boy, who suffered burns
to his back, shoulders and feet,
was the most seriously injured
person reported locally after

overnight thunderstorms, ac-
companied by plunging tem-
peratures and downpours, lit
up the sky, leaving roads and
rivers flooded.

CPS Energy communications
manager Scott Wudell said 77
power lines fell during the
storm, adding that’s a large
number of downed lines for a
single storm.

One of those lines fell near
the spot where Jerry Kilpatrick,
a third-grader at Elm Creek
Elementary School, and his
friends waited for the school

bus on the Southwest Side.
His grandmother Mary Lo-

pez said she and her neighbors
who live just south of Interstate
35 and Shepherd Road had no-
ticed the downed line, and had
called CPS Energy on Monday
night to alert the utility.

She assumed it had been
fixed.

“It had been down since last
night,” Lopez said late Tuesday.
“We didn’t know they had not
fixed the line.”

While the exact details of 

Rainstorm totals
These are the average recorded rainfall totals for each county during
the storm from Monday night to Tuesday.
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Fallen power line
injures boy, 10

More coverage at ExpressNews.com
Slideshow: Click online for related stories and more photos
from the storm’s aftermath.

CPS Energy says 77 came down during storm
By Mark D. Wilson
and Alia Malik
STAFF WRITERS

Rain continues on A4
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County officials got a pre-
view Tuesday of a French art-
ist’s project, the first of its kind
to be displayed in the United
States, just a month before its
colorful debut on the facade of
San Fernando Cathedral.

County Commissioners
“oohed” and “aahhed” as Fa-
ther David Garcia and Gini

Garcia of the Main Plaza Con-
servancy showed a video clip
of the 24-minute cinematic art
project, “The Saga,” which
traces San Antonio’s cultural
history through paintings.

MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATION

Courtesy illustrations / Xavier de Richemont

French artist
Xavier de
Richemont
created a
video art
project called
“The Saga”
that will be
projected
onto the
facade of San
Fernando
Cathedral
starting next
month for 10
years. 

Cathedral to become
noted artist’s canvas
Commissioners get a look at the display
By Eva Ruth Moravec
STAFF WRITER

Art continues on A4

ExpressNews.com
Video: Go online to see
a condensed version of
Xavier de Richemont’s
multimedia project.

The local chapter of the As-
sociation of Texas Professional
Educators will take its con-
cerns to Education Commis-
sioner Michael Williams after
San Antonio Independent
School District trustees denied
its attempt to get the district to
fight a decades-old federal
court injunction requiring it to
consult exclusively with a sin-

gle elected teachers group.
The board voted unani-

mously to deny the Level III
grievance brought by local
ATPE president Tina Briones
that had sought a board deci-
sion to go back to court to try
to dissolve the injunction put
in place in 1983. 

A judge that year had found
SAISD board members who
removed the exclusive consul-
tation arrangement did so to
retaliate against the Texas

State Teachers Association.
TSTA members had cam-

paigned for other board candi-
dates in 1982.

The policy allows only one
elected teachers’ union — cur-
rently the San Antonio Alli-
ance of Teachers and Support
Personnel — the right to lobby
the school board or district of-
ficials on behalf of employees.
It also allows the group to use
a districtwide mail system to
disseminate information. 

The system’s defenders ar-
gue that the teachers’ group is
chosen by employee election
and required to represent the
views and concerns of non-
members.

Opponents argue that the
policy limits representation
and is coercive, driving mem-
bership to the elected teacher’s
group and setting a high bar
for any other group to replace
it.

Teacher union pushes back against rule in SAISD
By Maria Luisa Cesar
STAFF WRITER

Union continues on A5

The University of Texas Sys-
tem board of regents this week
will consider increasing tuition
at the system’s institutions, in-
cluding the University of Texas
at San Antonio and the UT
Health Science Center.

The board will meet in Aus-
tin for two days starting
Wednesday.

UTSA is proposing a one-
year traditional tuition rate
plan as well as an optional
guaranteed rate that costs
more than the current rate but
that freezes the rate for four
years. Both would take effect
this fall, according to board
documents.

Earlier this month, Texas
A&M University System re-
gents approved moving all
Texas A&M University-San
Antonio students to a manda-
tory guaranteed tuition rate,
which is higher than the cur-
rent rate.

For UTSA’s traditional rate
plan, the total academic cost
for an in-state undergraduate
taking 15 credit hours would
increase 2.13 percent, or $97,
to $4,658. Total academic cost
covers tuition and mandatory
and course fees for the average
undergraduate, according to
the documents.

UTSA graduate students
and nonresident undergradu-
ates would see their fall 2014
academic cost increase 3 per-
cent over the fall 2013 cost.

The $4 million in revenue
that could be generated in fis-
cal year 2015 from the increas-
es would help fund efforts to
improve retention and gradua-
tion rates and the number of
degrees awarded, said Lenora
Chapman, UTSA’s associate
vice president of financial af-
fairs. She said the funding
would benefit student success
programs, such as teaching as-
sistantships, peer mentoring
and an advising program that
will electronically notify stu-
dents if they fall behind.

UTSA enrolled 28,623 stu-
dents last fall, and had a six-
year graduation rate of 49.2
percent in fiscal year 2013, ac-
cording to the Texas Higher
Education Coordinating Board.

Some of the funding could
be used to maintain or im-
prove the school’s student-to-
faculty ratio of 26-to-1 by in-
creasing salaries for current
top faculty members or
recruiting new ones.

UTSA’s fall 2014 optional
guaranteed rate of $4,926 for
in-state undergraduates would
be an 8 percent increase, or 

UT
System
seeks
rise in
tuition
UTSA undergrad
would pay $4,658
By Jennifer R. Lloyd
STAFF WRITER

Tuition continues on A4
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$365 higher than fall 2013 aca-
demic costs. But the rate will
not rise over the next four
years and students that gradu-
ate in that time can shave 8
percent off the total academic
cost by meeting credit hour
and grade point average re-
quirements, Chapman said.

Guaranteed tuition rates are
typically higher because they
must account for inflation and
expense increases over four
years.

At the UTHSC, current den-
tal students could see their
costs increase by 5 percent in
fall 2014, to $31,779. But first-
time dental students enrolling
in fall 2015 will pay $37,795, or
18.9 percent more, with the
rate guaranteed for four years,
according to board documents.

UTHSC President William
Henrich said the institution
needs to build up funding to
replace and repair expensive
but critical dentistry equip-
ment that has “a certain de-
fined half-life.” For the school
“to benchmark faculty salaries
at a reasonable national level,
you have to raise salaries to
recruit new faculty and retain
faculty in the dental school,”
he added.

Even with the increases, the
costs will be below the nation-
al average for dental education
at public schools, Henrich said.

Medical school tuition is not
slated to increase in fall 2014,
but a fee increase means the
academic costs over four years
would rise by 1.7 percent. Hen-
rich said the increase equates
to $302 a year.

For nursing undergraduates
taking 15 credit hours, the
costs might increase 2.6 per-
cent to $3,935. Nursing gradu-
ate school may rise by 6.5 per-
cent to $3,443 for those taking
nine credit hours. Tuition and
fees for various health profes-
sions programs are proposed
to increase from 2.3 percent to
4 percent.

Henrich said the proposal
reflects “a blend of need and
sensitivity to the expense of
education and is highly cus-
tomized for each particular
school.”

jlloyd@express-news.net
Twitter: @jlloydster

TUITION
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“It’s going to be spectacular,”
Father Garcia said as images of
buffalo and armadillo trans-
formed into the San Antonio
River, then morphed into a
portrait of Comanche chief
Quanah Parker, images of oil
derricks, and downtown icons
like El Mercado and the River
Walk.

The paintings will be dis-
played through lights on the
cathedral.

“This has been done in Eu-
rope and Mexico, but never
here,” he said. 

French artist Xavier de Ri-
chemont’s art has drawn praise
in abroad. His newest work
will be projected in Main Plaza
three times a night, four nights
a week, for 10 years, beginning
June 13.

The nonprofit conservancy
raised about $800,000 for the
project. It’s are seeking
$60,000 more. The money will
pay for the rights to “The SA-
GA” for 10 years, and also pay
de Richemont and his staff. 

Gini Garcia said in creating
the masterpiece, de Richemont
visited San Antonio three
times and consulted with area
historians, including Juan Teje-
da, co-founder and producer of
the Guadalupe Cultural Cen-
ter’s annual Tejano Conjunto
Festival, who helped create the
musical score for “The Saga.”

Although originally hesitant,
Father Garcia said Archbishop
Gustavo García-Siller is very
supportive of the project and
plans to attend the unveiling. 

Commissioners were asked
to consider covering mainte-
nance fees for the first five
years, which will total about
$25,000, Gini Garcia said. A
decision is expected this sum-
mer.

The San Antonio council
opted to give the project
$49,000, she said. 

Meanwhile, in other county
business, commissioners began
their morning with a ceremony
to commemorate Memorial
Day. 

Among those honored were
several Gold Star wives, or rel-

atives of service members who
died while on active duty.

Plaques were given to Shel-
ley Clark, whose husband, Lt.
Col. Todd J. Clark, died last
year when an Afghan soldier
opened fire on a training base;
and to Kimberly Ruiz, the wife
of Sgt. Cesar B. Ruiz, a Marine
reservist who stepped on a
land mine and died in Afghan-

istan in 2009. 
“Receiving the notification of

the death of my husband will
forever be ingrained on my
memory,” Ruiz said to commis-
sioners.

She said she’s thankful for
the couple’s life together, and
their son, who was 14 months
old when Ruiz was killed, but
often thinks of “hopes and

dreams that will never become
a reality.” 

“Please remember the mean-
ing of Memorial Day and re-
member to never forget our
fallen heroes who have given it
all for our freedom,” said Ruiz,
a petite woman who wore a
bright blue dress with a U.S.
flag pin. 

Also Tuesday, commission-

ers voted to allow county staff
to negotiate with Oracle Cor-
poration, a computer hardware
company, that hopes to bring
200 full-time jobs to San An-
tonio. 

Commissioners will vote on
the grant application in their
next meeting June 3. 

emoravec@express-news.net

Courtesy illustration / Xavier de Richemont

Xavier de Richemont’s art has drawn praise abroad. “The Saga” will be projected three times a night, four nights a week.
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how the incident unfolded are
still unclear, Jerry came into
contact with the line, which hit
him with a jolt of electricity
that sent him flying about 15
feet, according to the Bexar
County Sheriff’s Office.

The jolt knocked Jerry un-
conscious and he stopped
breathing. His mother gave him
CPR on the spot before he was
transported to University Hos-
pital.

Late Tuesday, Lopez and oth-
er relatives, including Jerry’s 12-
year-old cousin Benny Perez,
stood over the burned grass
where the lines had charred the
ground. Lopez said the family
still does not know the extent
of her grandson’s injuries.

“He is in intensive care,” she
said.

Other members of his family
said Jerry is a strong boy who
plays linebacker for a local foot-
ball team called the Ravens.

“He loves football,” Benny
said. “He has a ton of football
cards and he likes to play Mad-
den.”

Lisa Lewis, vice president of
communications for CPS Ener-
gy, said while the utility could
not confirm Tuesday exactly
when or if a call for that partic-
ular line came in Monday
night, employees will go back
and review their records to de-
termine exactly what happened.
Their first priority, she said,
was restoring power and ensur-
ing all systems were operating
safely.

While sunny skies are ex-
pected to return Wednesday,
the below-normal temperatures
will likely remain, forecasters
said. 

The San Antonio Interna-
tional Airport reported about
2.5 inches of rain Monday eve-
ning and Tuesday morning,
while Stinson Airport reported
about 4.5 inches — the most
San Antonio has seen at one
time since the fall. On Monday
alone, the National Weather
Service measured 2.1 inches of
rainfall at International Air-
port, tying the record rainfall
amount for May 12, set in 1893.

“It was heavier the farther
south in Bexar County it got,”
meteorologist Cory Van Pelt
said.

The San Antonio River flood-

ed at Elmendorf in South Bexar
County. The river was receding
by the afternoon, but was still
in minor flood stages, said me-
teorologist Aaron Treadway.

The storms ushered in a cold
front that dropped temper-
atures 20 degrees or more. The
average high temperature for
this time of year is 87 degrees
and the average low is 66 de-
grees, which was closer to
Tuesday’s high.

The rain flooded roads, forc-
ing about 18 in San Antonio
and two in Bexar County to
close because of deep standing
water. Interstate 10 eastbound,
just inside Loop 1604, and In-
terstate 35 at Salado Creek were
both flooded during the morn-
ing rush hour, backing up traf-
fic.

Starting around 10 p.m.
Monday, the San Antonio Fire
Department was called to six
homes that had been struck by
lightning, one resulting in a
fire, spokesman Christian Bove
said.

The Fire Department was
called about 40 times for water
rescues. The majority of the
calls turned out to be for empty
cars, but for a handful, fire-
fighters walked people out of
deep water, Bove said. No one
had to be rescued by boat.

Firefighters also dealt with 18
downed power lines, five trans-
former fires and 43 motor vehi-
cle crashes. In total, 189 calls
were possibly weather-related
between 10:30 p.m. and 6 a.m.

By 7:30 a.m. Tuesday, CPS
Energy was reporting the
storms had knocked out power
to more than 19,000 customers.
More than 5,000 of those were

on the far West Side near Sea-
World.

Despite the dangers posed by
such vigorous storms, the re-
gion needs all the rain it can
get. On Tuesday, the level of the
J-17 monitoring well of the Ed-
wards Aquifer stood at 633.7
feet above sea level, according
to the Edwards Aquifer Au-
thority. That’s down from 648.7
feet one year ago, and 32.5 feet
below the historical monthly
average for May.

High temperatures Wednes-
day are forecast to reach the

upper 70s — about 10 degrees
below normal — but otherwise,
the storms left San Antonio as
sunny as before.

“Definitely soak that up be-
fore the hot and dry kicks in
for our summertime starting in
late May and June,” Treadway
said.

By the weekend, temper-
atures will be back to normal,
meteorologists said.

mdwilson@express-news.net
News Researcher Mike Knoop
contributed to this report.

San Antonio Express-NewsSource: Weather Underground
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Precipitation by month
Rainfall in San Antonio has been well below normal almost every month since last June.
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The storm Monday
and Tuesday added
2.52 inches

Historic average Monthly total

RAIN
From page A3

John Davenport / San Antonio Express-News

A motorist
pauses near
debris in the
road close to
Salado Creek
and
Interstate 35
after the area
flooded from
the thunder-
storm. Heavy
rain caused
many San
Antonio
roads to be
shut down
late Monday
and into
Tuesday. 
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County officials got a preview
May 13 of a French artist’s project,
the first of its kind to be displayed in
the United States, just a month be-
fore its colorful debut on the facade
of San Fernando Cathedral.

County Commissioners “oohed”
and “aahhed” as Father David Gar-
cia and Gini Garcia of the Main Pla-
za Conservancy showed a video clip
of the 24-minute cinematic art pro-
ject, “The Saga,” which traces San
Antonio’s cultural history through
paintings.

“It’s going to be spectacular,” Fa-
ther Garcia said as images of buffalo
and armadillo transformed into the
San Antonio River, then morphed
into a portrait of Comanche chief
Quanah Parker, images of oil der-
ricks and downtown icons such as
El Mercado and the River Walk.

The paintings will be displayed
through lights on the cathedral.

“This has been done in Europe
and Mexico, but never here,” he
said.

French artist Xavier de Riche-
mont’s art has drawn praise abroad.
His newest work will be projected in
Main Plaza three times a night, four
nights a week, for 10 years, begin-

ning June 13.
The nonprofit conservancy raised

about $800,000 for the project. It’s
seeking $60,000 more. The money
will pay for the rights to “The Saga”
for 10 years, and also pay de Riche-
mont and his staff. 

Gini Garcia said in creating the
masterpiece, de Richemont visited
San Antonio three times and con-
sulted with area historians, includ-
ing Juan Tejeda, co-founder and pro-
ducer of the Guadalupe Cultural
Center’s annual Tejano Conjunto
Festival, who helped create the mu-

sical score for “The Saga.”
Although originally hesitant, Fa-

ther Garcia said Archbishop Gustavo
García-Siller is very supportive of
the project and plans to attend the
unveiling. 

Commissioners were asked to con-
sider covering maintenance fees for
the first five years, which will total
about $25,000, Gini Garcia said. A
decision is expected this summer.

The San Antonio council opted to
give the project $49,000, she said. 

emoravec@express-news.net

Illustrations courtesy Xavier de Richemont

French artist Xavier de Richemont created a video art project called “The Saga” that will be projected onto the facade
of San Fernando Cathedral starting next month for 10 years. It’s the first project of its kind in the United States.

Cathedral a canvas
Video project of Alamo City’s history to light up facade of San Fernando

By Eva Ruth Moravec
STAFF WRITER

De Richemont visited San Antonio
and consulted with historians to
create the 24-minute video.

Juan Tejeda, producer of the Tejano
Conjunto Festival, helped create the
project’s musical score. 

After surpassing analyst expectations with its
latest financial results, San Antonio’s Rackspace
Hosting Inc. seems to have weathered the storm
— for now.

In the past year, the cloud-computing and
Web-hosting company has put together a string
of rocky quarters, causing its stock to plummet
from its all-time high of almost $80 per share in
January 2013 to its 52-week low of $26.28 on
May 9. Earlier this year, major competitors an-
nounced price cutting initiatives in the 30 to 80
percent range, tightening the competition pool.
And the company’s longtime chief executive,
Lanham Napier, announced his retirement after
last quarter’s financial report in February. 

But that may be behind them now. On May
12, the company reported revenue of $421 mil-
lion during the first quarter. That’s more than a
16 percent jump over revenue from the year-ago
period.

“The company’s stock has been severely beat-
en up over the last year or so,” said Paul Martin
of Martin Capital Advisors. “Ultimately the
company’s ‘Fanatical support’ will translate into
better earnings and revenues down the road.

“These other companies are trying to make
hosting a commodity and that’s not what Rack-
space is doing. There’s a decent chance that
there will be quite a few more customers in the
future who will prefer to have the ‘Fanatical
support’ than just a commoditized, lower host-
ing price.” 

And that’s what the company is betting on. 
Rackspace’s focus on strong customer sup-

port, what it refers to as “Fanatical support,” is
what differentiates it from larger tech firms,
said Taylor Rhodes, the company’s president. 

The idea behind “Fanatical support” is that
Rackspace provides not just the server space
but also the technical expertise and support. 

While companies such as Google, Microsoft
and Amazon continue to slash prices for the
cloud’s infrastructure, Rackspace is able to
charge a premium for the IT expertise it offers
clients to manage systems. 

vlucio@express-news.net

Express-News file photo 

Rackspace’s “Fanatical support” might be behind
its improved prospects, including a 16 percent
jump in quarterly revenues. 

Better days
ahead it seems
for Rackspace
By Valentino Lucio
STAFF WRITER

AUSTIN — After Gov. Rick Perry sent a letter
to the chairman of the University of Texas Sys-
tem board of regents May 14 urging them to
find alternatives to tuition increases, the board
put off a decision on in-state tuition at the sys-
tem’s nine academic institutions until May 20.

Regents unanimously approved tuition hikes
for out-of-state students at those schools and all
tuition increases that had been proposed for the
system’s health institutions.

Chairman Paul Foster said Perry influenced
the process, adding, “He’s the governor of the
state. I believe that’s his role.”

“We are all very cognizant of, not only his de-
sire, but our own desire to limit tuition increas-
es,” Foster said.

The UT academic institutions had asked for
increases of tuition and fees ranging from 2.13
percent to 3 percent for in-state undergraduates
taking 15 semester credit hours in fall 2014 if
they don’t opt for a more costly guaranteed rate,
which will be locked in for four years.

Perry’s letter urged placing “a far greater em-
phasis on controlling the spiraling costs of a
college education,” and mentioned “the expo-
nential growth in the value of the Permanent
University Fund,” a public endowment based on
West Texas land grants that supports both the
UT and Texas A&M University systems

As an alternative to tuition hikes, Foster said,
tapping into the PUF for recurring payments to
the schools is “the most likely scenario.”

jlloyd@express-news.net
Twitter: @jlloydster

UT regents delay
in-state student
tuition decision
By Jennifer R. Lloyd
STAFF WRITER





With your generous support of Main Plaza 
Conservancy, a third page color advertisement  
will run in the weekly mySA Weekend 
entertainment section. Your organization will 
receive a 2 col x 2” color position on every ad for 
your own business promotion. 
 
mySA Weekend provides details on all upcoming 
local and area events, dining, concerts, movies, live 
music and much more. It’s a guide to getting out 
and having fun in San Antonio. This entertainment 
section is published in Friday’s Express-News 
(112,200 distribution) and up to 25,000 extras are 
distributed to local racks, downtown hotels and 
businesses for tourists. 

Destination: Main Plaza 

Support Option #1 – 12 weeks, total $10,116 
 
Support Option #2 – 24 weeks, total $17,640 
 
Support Option #3 – 52 weeks, total $33,150 
 
 
 
 



A video art masterpiece by 
world-renowned artist 
Xavier de Richemont

On the façade of the 
San Fernando Cathedral

HISTORIC MAIN PLAZA

MAIN PLAZA CONSERVANCY PRESENTS

WWW.MAINPLAZA.ORG



SAN ANTONIO | THE SAGA
 “San Antonio|The Saga,” is a captivating 24-minute video 

art installation on the magnificent façade of San Fernando 

7,000-sq.-ft. projection with music in surrond sound will 

San Antonio. First of it’s kind in the United States, this 
outdoor projection crosses generational and socio-economic
boundaries. 

TRANSPORTATION

 
CONSERVANCY

MAIN PLAZA

Known as the “Heart of 
the City   ”, Main Plaza is 
the “original” historical city 
center and the heartbeat 
of San Antonio. 

Main Plaza Conservancy,
a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization, is dedicated 
to providing San Antonio
and its visitors with the
cultural and historical 
“Heart of the City,  ”

Walk/Drive

B-Cycle

Free parking is available 
on the Frost surface lots 
Friday nights 6pm-12am. 
Downtown Tuesdays offer 
free parking in all city 
garages, lots and meters. 
 

Main Plaza is located near
San Fernando Cathedral & 
Bexar County Courhouse. 
 

Tuesday 9:00pm  |  9:30pm  |  10:00pm
Friday  9:00pm  |  9:30pm  |  10:00pm
Saturday 9:00pm  |  9:30pm  |  10:00pm
Sunday  9:00pm  |  9:30pm  |  10:00pm

*weather permitting  *schedule subject to change

Plaza Hours: 7:00am-11:00pm

Cathedral on historic Main Plaza. This world-class 

 relive the historical discovery, settlement and development of 

TM

MISSION STATEMENT

bringing an awareness of
family and community 
combined with history 
and heritage.  

DINING ON THE PLAZA
Blue Star Ice House
Tasty Artisan Sandwiches, 
Craft beer and wine! 
El Oasis Cafe #2
Funnel Cakes, Sno-Cones,
burgers and more! 

Main Plaza is handicap
accessible.

ACCESSIBILITY

SCHEDULE ON MAIN PLAZA:

ABOUT MAIN PLAZA

Bikes are available for rent
at the Municipal Plaza
Building on Flores St. Info 
at sanantonio.bcycle.com

TM

FOR MORE INFO: 
Contact:
info@mainplaza.org

FREE 
ADMISSION

115 N Main Avenue San Antonio Tx, 78205
210.225.9800 | mainplaza.org

THIS EVENT IS FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
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