
52. BEST FOOD AND BEVERAGES 
PROGRAM 

FOOD TRUCK FRENZY

Overview Information
Introduction & description of main event:

Macon, Georgia’s International Cherry Blossom Festival has attracted people to Macon from across the world 

since 1982. Each year over 350,000 Yoshino cherry trees bloom and provide a beautiful setting for the yearly 

Festival. Miller Lite Central City Park, the hub of the 10-day Festival, features live music and entertainment, fair 

food and international cuisine, rides, exhibits, and vendors. Other events outside the Park include concerts, 

parades, shows, and plenty of shopping. Each year, more events like a community outreach week and several 

5K runs are added to the pre- and post-festival activities spanning nearly a month of pink fun. The Festival has 

been named a Top Festival in Georgia for 2013, Top 20 Event in the Southeast, a Top 50 Event in the United 

States, and a Top 100 Event in North America.

When you think of street food, you probably think of hygienically questionable hotdog stands or a soft pretzel 

that’s been hanging like a piece of art for days. Think again. The 2014 Cherry Blossom Festival held its first 

annual Food Truck Frenzy event. This event was brand new for the Festival and made the transition from the 

International Food Fair which offered traditional tent food to the exciting variety of the Food Truck Frenzy. It 

allowed different vendors to showcase their food and allowed visitors to experience a variety of foods that you 

can’t get anywhere else. Unlike most major cities, Macon hasn’t had a number of food trucks visit the city. The 

vendors were surprised with the overwhelming level of support and ran out of food both days for the event.  

Food Truck Frenzy acted as the food vendor area for the Mulberry Street Arts & Crafts Festival, a large 

sanctioned event that is also part of the Cherry Blossom Festival. The Mulberry Street Arts & Crafts Festival 

has been active for more than 45 years and has given Cherry Blossom Festival exclusive rights to be the food 

vendors at the sanctioned event. An estimated 30,000 people attended the combined events during the last 

weekend of the Festival.

Description and purpose of Food and Beverages Program: 

The Food Truck Frenzy gave the community an opportunity to experience something different that isn’t available 

every day. Six Savory Trucks and two Desserts Trucks traveled from Atlanta, Georgia to Macon, Georgia to 

present their world class foods. The Food Truck Frenzy was the exclusive food vendor for the Mulberry Street 

Arts & Crafts Festival, and the two events combined drew an estimated 30,000 people. 



Number and types of vendors: 

Six Savory Trucks and two Desserts Trucks traveled from Atlanta, Georgia to be a part of the Food Truck Frenzy. 

Site plan (i.e. food courts, crowd flow, etc.): 

Please see map

Cash management process: 

There was no formal cash management process as each food truck vendor handled cash flow individually 

according to their proprietary processes.

Fee structures: 

Please see the Fee Structure Graph below 

Alcohol beverage training / control: 

The event did not require an alcohol beverage training. Alcohol sales were provided by Beer on Wheels LLC, 

a licensed vendor of Cherry Blossom Festival. As part of our sponsorship with Miller Lite, Miller Lite products 

were exclusively sold at this event. 

Vendor application process: 

Please see the Vendor Application 

Festival controlled products & services (Festival-only controlled product sales, Vendor required 

product use, etc.): 

All vendors were required to sell Coca-Cola Products due to Coca-Cola being the official beverage sponsor 

for the Cherry Blossom Festival. Only one vendor handled alcohol sales and was required to serve products 

provided by Miller Lite. 

Promotional activities to drive business:

On the Cherry Blossom Festival Facebook page that boasts over 11,500 likes, Food Truck of the Week posts 

were made leading up to the event. These posts promoted each food truck individually, sharing fun information 

about the type of food it offers and what to expect. 

Vendor Type

Deposit 

(Due by 

December 11, 2013)

Remaining Balance

(Due by 

March 5, 2014)

Total 

Payment

Savory $450 $450 $900

Dessert $375 $375 $700

All Others 
(Snack Items, etc.)

$250 $250 $500



Power / water access: 

Each truck had access to a generator that was provided by the Cherry Blossom Festival. Each truck was 

responsible for their own water and went off-site to get it.

Waste disposal: 

The Cherry Blossom Festival coordinated with the food trucks at the end of the event for proper waste 

disposal. During the event, there were city trash receptacles set up at every corner to keep Downtown 

Macon free of litter.  

Supporting Question
What challenges / obstacles did you foresee / encounter in creating the program, and how did you 

handle them? 

The biggest challenge that the Festival foresaw was the possibility of having bad weather, so we planned for 

a backup location that would house both the Food Truck Frenzy event and the Mulberry Street Arts & Crafts 

Festival. When it did look like the event was going to get rained out, we alerted all media and guests through 

press releases and social media updates of the backup location. However, the weather held out, and we were 

able to continue the event as planned. 
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Site Plan
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Visit CherryBlossom.com for a complete listing of events and details

Food Truck Frenzy

The Color Pink Fashion Show & 
Champagne Brunch 

Hromovytsia Ukrainian 
Dance Ensemble

All-American  
Lumberjack Show

Salute to Our  
Troops Concert

Community 
Outreach Week

Party on the Green

GEICO Pinkadelic 
Blossom Parade

Third Street Park 
Festivities

Tunes & Balloons 
Fireworks Finale

World of Song Ft. Mercer 
University Children’s Choir

Central City Park Pink, White, & Blue  
Military Ball

Pink & Green - St. 
Patrick’s Day Concert

Beers, Brats, &  
Brushstrokes - Biergarten!

MARCH 20-29, 2015
Join Us in Macon,  A


