
49. BEST EVENT
(WITHIN AN EVENT TO BENEFIT A CAUSE) 

PINK, WHITE, & BLUE MILITARY BALL

Overview Information
Introduction & description of main event:

Macon, Georgia’s International Cherry Blossom Festival has attracted people to Macon from across the world 

since 1982. Each year over 350,000 Yoshino cherry trees bloom and provide a beautiful setting for the yearly 

Festival. Miller Lite Central City Park, the hub of the 10-day Festival, features live music and entertainment, fair 

food and international cuisine, rides, exhibits, and vendors. Other events outside the Park include concerts, 

parades, shows, and plenty of shopping. Each year, more events like a community outreach week and several 

5K runs are added to the pre- and post-festival activities spanning nearly a month of pink fun. The Festival has 

been named a Top Festival in Georgia for 2013, Top 20 Event in the Southeast, a Top 50 Event in the United 

States, and a Top 100 Event in North America. 

Kicking off the main 10 days of the Festival, the Pink, White, & Blue Military Ball was the talk of the town and 

definitely the place to see and be seen. 

Description and purpose / objective of event: 

Honoring the men and women that proudly serve in our country’s military forces, along with all the visiting 

dignitaries of the Festival, this spectacular evening was filled with live music, hors d’oeuvres, and appearances 

by Cherry Blossom Royalty. A portion of the proceeds from the event directly benefitted the Warriors to Work 

branch of the Wounded Warrior Project. The event also inspired a partner of Cherry Blossom Festival to donate 

the proceeds from their festival sanctioned event to the Wounded Warrior Project.

Description of selected cause and why / how it was selected: 

The Warriors to Work program provides career guidance and support services to WWP Alumni interested in 

transitioning to the civilian workforce. The Warriors to Work program matches Wounded Warrior Project (WWP) 

alumni’s skills and experience to the needs of hiring managers. These services are also open to those who are 

registered with Family Support. Warriors to Work specialists help WWP alumni:

• Set attainable goals • Build an effective resume

• Prepare for an interview • Network with local employers

Middle Georgia has an incredibly strong military presence especially because of its proximity to Robins Air Force 

Base in Warner Robins. The Festival wanted to update the Ball to attract the members of the military and their 

families, and also find a way to give back to those who have served our country. The mayor of Macon, Robert 

Reichert, highly encouraged the idea when it was still in the planning phases, and the City of Macon gave its 

full support to make the Ball a huge success. The Military Ball has been a fondly remembered event of Cherry 

Blossom Festival’s past, and everyone involved was excited to see it become a part of the Festival again. 



Target audience / attendance / number of participants: 

The target audience for the beautiful evening was a wide variety of folks including veterans, active members of 

the military and their families, patriotic Americans, any who wanted to pay tribute to those serving in the armed 

forces, visiting dignitaries, sponsors, and more. Roughly 300 people purchased tables and attended the event.

Tie-in of program to main event: 

The theme of the Military Ball was Pink, White, and Blue, mixing patriotism with our city’s love of cherry blossoms. 

The Ball was held on the first evening of the main 10-day Festival, kicking off the 2014 Cherry Blossom Festival 

in unmatched style and elegance. The Festival Royalty, crowned in November 2013 for the 2014 Festival season, 

were formally introduced to the community in their gorgeous gowns and handsome tux (Little Mr. Cherry 

Blossom). Dignitaries from visiting festivals were also in attendance as the Ball was part of their VIP experience. 

Duration of program (start to finish) and years program has been part of event: 

The Ball was a whole evening of magic, starting at 7am and lasting until the carriage turned back into a 

pumpkin at midnight. The Ball has been a part of the Festival since the 1980’s but this was the first time in 

many years that the theme was transformed to a Military Ball. 

Overall revenue/expense of budget of specific program: 

The overall revenue for the event was roughly $60,000 and the expenses came to just under $45,000. 

Description of sponsor / charity / volunteer / school / other group involvement with program and 

benefits to each: 

There was a significant number of sponsors who generously contributed to make the event a success. Each 

received benefits according to the Cherry Blossom Festival sponsorship package including recognition on all 

printed material as a presenting sponsor and their logo on the award winning website. These supporters included 

Presenting Sponsor Certus Bank, Macon Chamber of Commerce, City of Macon, Mayor Robert Reichert, Medical 

Center of Central Georgia, Powers Law Group, Pinegate Retirement Group, the Federated Garden Club, Champions 

Restaurant, Natalia’s, Fresh Market, Bucca di Beppo, Macon Marriott City Center, and many volunteers. 

Overall effectiveness / success of program: 

The Ball was grand success and all who attended agreed that it was a lovely evening. 

Supporting Questions
What did you do to update / change this program from the year before?

 In addition to the change in themes, now celebrating the gala as a Military Ball, we also added the formal 

introduction of the Cherry Blossom Royalty which was well-received by all. 

Were your updates / changes successful? 

It was a very special evening and the updates were very successful. 

Please provide measurable results / examples.

The number of participants was very high in light of the conflicting circumstances with the Mercer University 

Basketball team.



Supporting Materials 
Press Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Balcony Tickets Available for Pink, White, and Blue Military Ball 

MACON, Mar 18 – The Pink, White, and Blue Military Ball will take place on Friday, March 21 from 7pm-11pm 

at the Macon City Auditorium. Balcony tickets are $15 for enlisted men and women and $20 for officers and ci-

vilians, and balcony ticket holders may purchase beverages at cash bars on the main level. Balcony tickets may 

be purchased at the door with cash or check only. Tickets for tables on the floor are $100/person, and interest-

ed guests may call Mercer Tickets Sales at 478.301.5470 to purchase. 

This spectacular evening will feature live music and appearances by Cherry Blossom Royalty. A portion of the 

proceeds go to the Wounded Warrior Project and the purpose of the Ball is to honor the men and women that 

proudly serve in our country’s military forces, along with all the visiting dignitaries of the Festival. 

The Cherry Blossom Festival cordially invites all military persons to attend and bring their friends and family to 

this lovely celebration in honor of their service to our country. 

About CBF

Macon Georgia’s International Cherry Blossom Festival has attracted people to Macon from across the world 

since 1982. Each year over 350,000 Yoshino cherry trees bloom and provide a beautiful setting for the yearly 

Festival. The Festival has been named a Top Festival in Georgia for 2013, Top 20 Event in the Southeast, a Top 

50 Event in the United States, and a Top 100 Event in North America. 

 

An IFEA Award Winning Festival

###

Contact

Cherry Blossom Festival Office

(478) 330-7050



Military Ball
Friday, March 21  

Pink, White, and Blue

7pm-11pm | Macon City Auditorium

Macon, Georgia

Honoring the men and women that proudly serve in our 
country’s miltary forces, along with all the visiting dignitaries of 
the Festival, this spectacular evening is filled with live music, 
hors d’oeuvres, art work by Jim Balletto, and appearances by 
Cherry Blossom Royalty. A portion of the proceeds go to the 
Wounded Warrior Project.  

Presenting Sponsors

Media Sponsors

Ticket Information 
$100/person

Call Mercer Tickets Sales at 478.301.5470 or purchase tickets at the door



Visit CherryBlossom.com for a complete listing of events and details

Food Truck Frenzy

The Color Pink Fashion Show & 
Champagne Brunch 

Hromovytsia Ukrainian 
Dance Ensemble

All-American  
Lumberjack Show

Salute to Our  
Troops Concert

Community 
Outreach Week

Party on the Green

GEICO Pinkadelic 
Blossom Parade

Third Street Park 
Festivities

Tunes & Balloons 
Fireworks Finale

World of Song Ft. Mercer 
University Children’s Choir

Central City Park Pink, White, & Blue  
Military Ball

Pink & Green - St. 
Patrick’s Day Concert

Beers, Brats, &  
Brushstrokes - Biergarten!

MARCH 20-29, 2015
Join Us in Macon,  A


