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OVERVIEW INFORMATION 

A. Introduction and description of main event. 

The Des Moines Arts Festival®, Iowa’s only free, three-day celebration of the arts, celebrated its 17th-annual 
Festival June 27-29, 2014 with an exciting line-up of visual art, live entertainment, film, community outreach, 
interactive activities, eclectic foods, craft beer, and fine wines in Downtown Des Moines’ Western Gateway 
Park, attracting more than 175,000 guests.  At the heart of the Festival is the juried art fair featuring 195 
professional selected from a pool of 1,125 applicants.   

The dedication to visual art extends to all ages through the Festival’s Emerging Iowa Artist (EIA) program, and 
the Des Moines Art Center’s Nurturing a Student’s Vision (NSV) program.  Twenty-two students from colleges 
and universities were selected to show and sell their work as part of the EIA program, and 405 students in 
grades K-12 from 101 Des Moines metro-area schools were featured in the 2014 NSV exhibit. 

Adults and children of all ages were welcome to engage in a variety of hands-on, arts-related activities 
including the award-winning Prairie Meadows Community Outreach Program that featured 28 non-profit 
organizations presenting everything from salsa dance lessons to marble painting.  The Interactive Art 
Experience featured a 20' x 30' mural of George Seurat’s Sunday in the Park on the Island of La Grande Jatte 
created by Festival guests using 864 hand-made tiles. If guests didn’t want to get their hands dirty, exhibiting 
artists demonstrated their craft with over 30 Artist Demonstrations. 

The Interrobang Film Festival celebrated the art of film throughout the three-day weekend. 29 films, selected 
from over one hundred entries from around the world, were chosen to be part of the public screenings. 
Among the screenings was a special showing of the Best of 48 Hour Film Project. 

The local community was engaged with the Festival through several community outreach programs including 
the Volunteer Program, Patron Membership Program, and the Non-Profit Partner Program, which allows local 
organizations to raise much-needed funds to support arts-related activities year-round.  1,689 volunteers 
supported the Festival through a variety of opportunities.     

The Festival’s green program grew stronger this year with the rejuvenated Sustainability Program.  Guests, 
vendors, and artists were given the opportunity to reduce, reuse and recycle throughout the event at 
seventeen custom-designed Zero Waste Stations.  The program launched the first phase of its multi-year 
strategic plan to achieve zero waste by 2016. 

The GuideOne Performing Arts Stage headlined with comedian Bill Robison and featured other performances 
in dance, theatre, music, acrobatics, and martial arts.  The Hy-Vee Main Stage an intimate acoustic show by 
Iris Dement immediately following a heavy dose of rain that canceled her ‘plugged-in’ performance. 
Headliners 10,000 Maniacs and BoDeans were watched by thousands of guests.  The laid-back indoor Jazz & 
Wine Pavilion offered a variety of fine wines and jazz music on the Civic Music Association Stage.   
 
The Des Moines Arts Festival has truly put Des Moines, Iowa, on the map, drawing more than three million 
guests to the three-day event during the past 17 years. The Festival has something for everyone to enjoy and 
it’s all free to attend. 
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B. DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE/ OBJECTIVE OF COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAM 
The mission of the Des Moines Arts Festival® is to create an opportunity for people of all ages, cultures and  
backgrounds to embrace the arts. By continuing to expand the children’s programming, and encouraging all 
on-site participants to offer even more creative and interactive arts activities, the Festival fulfilled this mission. 

The Des Moines Arts Festival® and Co-Sponsor Prairie Meadows teamed up to present the Prairie Meadows  
Community Outreach Program. The program offers non-profit organizations the opportunity to participate on
-site at the Festival and share their mission to thousands of guests free of charge. In exchange for its free 
booth space, each organization either offers an interactive arts activity for guests or provides volunteers for 
the Festival.  

All participating non-profit organizations are promoted in Festival marketing materials, on the official Festival 
Web site, and in the official Festival guide. As a fellow non-profit, the Festival understands the significance 
and the need of offering a program that provides options for local groups to share their mission to a wide 
audience at no charge.  

These organizations are an integral part of the Des Moines community and with support from co-sponsor 
Prairie Meadows, the Festival is pleased to offer this opportunity.  The following 27 organizations 
participated this year: 

The Festival also partners with several non-profit organizations each year to provide volunteers for beverage 
booths. In turn, these non-profit organizations receive any donations or tips they make. This year’s non-profit 
organizations were Cowles-Montessori, Community Youth Concepts and Center on Sustainable 
Communities.  

AARP  
AHeinz57 Pet Rescue & Transport 

Anawim Housing 
Animal Lifeline of Iowa 

Animal Rescue League of Iowa 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Iowa 

Blank Park Zoo 
Central Iowa Shelter & Services 

Des Moines Downtown Chamber of Commerce 
Des Moines Music Coalition  

Des Moines Social Club 
DMARC/MovetheFood.org 

Greater Des Moines Music Coalition 
HCI Care Services & Visiting Nurse Services of Iowa 

Iowa CASA 
Iowa Dance Theatre 

Iowa District Optimits 
Iowa Homeless Youth Centers 

Living History Farms 
Reach Out and Read Iowa 

Salsa Des Moines 
Science Center of Iowa 
Susan G. Komen Iowa 

Teaching Leaves 
Walnut Creek Church 

Westside Early Education 
Youth Emergency Services & Shelter 
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C. TARGET AUDIENCE/ATTENDANCE/ NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS  

The target audience for this program is first and foremost the children of the Des Moines community, as the 
interactive activities produced by the non-profit organizations’ booths are historically children favorites. 
However, guests of all ages are invited to participate in the interactive arts activities - one of the five main 
pillars of the arts featured each year at the Des Moines Arts Festival®. Throughout the three days of the 
Festival, all guests had the opportunity to get creative and hands-on with art, music , dance and more, offered 
by the participating twenty-seven area non-profit organizations.  

Approximately 7,000 guests attended and participated in the Prairie Meadows Community Outreach Program 
on Friday June 27. 

Overall attendance to the Festival was 175,000.  

D. IMPACT PROGRAM HAD ON THE COMMUNITY   

Through the program, twenty-seven non-profit organizations had the incredible opportunity to share their 
mission free-of-charge to an estimated 7,000 participants. Community guests were able to enjoy activities 
such as: 

Milagros Style Engravings Stop by the AARP Iowa tent to make a craft foil engraving! 
Homemade Pet Toys Join AHeinz57 Pet Rescue & Transport to make a toy for your favorite furry friend! 
Homebank Show what home means to you at the Anawim Housing booth by making a home shaped piggy 
bank! 
Custom Coloring Table Come draw your favorite animal or play a bean bag game with Animal Lifeline of 
Iowa! 
Mask Decorating & Face Painting Make a mask or get your face painted with the Animal Rescue League! 
Customizable Buttons   Join Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Iowa to decorate a button! 
Red Panda Mask Come to the Blank Park Zoo booth to celebrate Asian species by making a red panda 
mask! 
Sock Decorating Help Central Iowa Shelter & Services with their need for socks by decorating a paper pair! 
Canvas Art   Show off your inner Picasso and create a masterpiece on canvas using many different drawing 
tools and art techniques with Des Moines Downtown Chamber of Commerce! 
Rocket Design & Launch Help the Des Moines Music Coalition gear up for the 80/35 music festival by 
decorating and launching paper rockets!  
Marble Painting   Join the Des Moines Social Club for fun with magic marble painting. 

Illustration  Come to DMARC/MovetheFood.org's booth to illustrate your idea of a well balanced meal! 

Memory Books   Create your own memory book with HCI Care Services and decorate it with favorite 
memories. Then, take your memory book home with you to continue to add to with more and more 
memories! 

Origami Learn how to make an origami house and have fun decorating your creation with Iowa CASA. 
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Fabric Wrist Shakers Get creative with the Iowa Dance Theatre! Use strips of fabric to make wearable art. 

Spin Art  Come to the Iowa District Optimists to make super spin art! 

Tissue Paper Flowers Make colorful flowers out of pipe cleaners and tissue paper with Iowa Homeless Youth 
Centers! 
Farm Animal Art   Color a picture of a farm animal and have it made into a button to wear with Living History 
Farms. 

Book Illustrations Join Reach Out and Read Iowa in illustrating books! 

Get Your Dance On!   Festival–goers of all ages will have the opportunity to watch and learn Latin dances that 
include: Salsa, merengue, cha cha, bachata, and more with Salsa Des Moines. 

Doodle Bots Make awesome battery powered robots that attach to crayons or pencils and can be used to 
make art with the Science Center of Iowa. 

Coloring Kiosk Imagination and creativity are showcased at the coloring kiosk where kids of all ages can draw 
their very own masterpiece!  
 

E. TIE-IN OF PROGRAM TO MAIN EVENT 
Interactive Arts Activities are one of five pillars of the arts featured each year at the Des Moines Arts Festival®. 
Such interactive opportunities help to make the art more accessible and to create a better understanding 
between guests and the artists and artwork, while also providing many guests with a way to feel some 
ownership of the Festival and its featured art. 
 
The participation of Des Moines-area non-profit organizations is considered by the Festival to be essential, in 
order to recognize the great contributions that these organizations bring to the community and to involve more 
and more community members in the production of the Festival. As a non-profit itself, the Festival is proud to 
partner with these non-profit organizations year after year and to provide them with a free-of-charge way to 
promote their mission at the three-day event. 
 
F. DURATION OF PROGRAM (START TO FINISH) AND YEARS PROGRAM HAS BEEN PART OF 
EVENT 
The program extended the entire duration of the three-day Festival, beginning on Friday, June 27 at 11 a.m. and 
closing at 5 p.m. on Sunday, June 30. The entire process began in April with an invitation of non-profit 
organizations to participate, and constant communication was kept between the Festival and the 27 
organizations until the Festival. The program wraps up with the completion of the Festival each year. 
The hours of the Festival included: Friday, June 27 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.; Saturday, June 28 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.; and 
Sunday, June 29 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. Unfortunately due to inclement weather, resulting in unfavorable conditions on 
the community outreach lawn the Festival ceased activity in the area after Friday, June 27th.The Prairie 
Meadows Community Outreach Program has been a part of the Festival since its beginning 17 years ago. 
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G. OVERALL REVENUE/ EXPENSE BUDGET OF SPECIFIC PROGRAM 

There is no revenue derived from the event as it is free to participate.  The only revenue derived as a result of 
the event is from the sponsorship of Prairie Meadows (that amount is confidential due to existing agreement 
and confidentiality clause). Expenses totaled approximately $3,240 and include banners, staff time, tent, 
electricity, banners, and additional infrastructure. 

Overall Revenue/Expense Budget: Revenue $905,500 / Expenses  $902,649 

Program Revenue/Expense Budget: Revenue NA / Expenses $3,240  

H. DESCRIPTION OF SPONSOR/ CHARITY/ VOLUNTEER/ SCHOOL/ OTHER GROUP 

INVOLVEMENT WITH PROGRAM AND BENEFITS TO EACH 

The program is presented by Prairie Meadows. Each participating non-profit, and its mission statement, and 
activity are featured in all Des Moines Arts Festival® promotional literature and various items, as well as on the 
Festival website, throughout the Festival and in the program. The 22 non-profit organizations that participated 
this year: 

AARP Iowa   AARP is dedicated to enhancing quality of life for all as we age. We lead positive social change 
and deliver value to members through advocacy, service, and information.  

AHeinz57 Pet Rescue & Transport   AHeinz57 is a foster based pet rescue organization, closing the gap 
between traditional animal shelters and no-kill rescue centers. We are committed to saving homeless 
companion animals, assisting other shelters/rescues through rescue transports, offering in-home training to 
keep dogs in their current homes, and educating the public on the issues of pet over-population, responsible 
pet ownership and puppy mills.  

Anawim Housing   Anawim Housing has been providing safe, affordable and permanent housing to 
underserved families for 27 years. Anawim's goal is to get families into quality homes they can afford, and help 
them reach stability.  

Animal Lifeline of Iowa   Animal Lifeline of Iowa, Inc. is a special needs, no-kill animal shelter that accepts un-
owned dogs and cats who are handicapped, injured, have a serious medical condition, pregnant or nursing, 
and orphans that need to be bottle fed.  

Animal Rescue League of Iowa, Inc.   Our mission is to promote animal welfare, the human animal bond, and 
prevent the overpopulation of pets.  

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Iowa   The Big Brothers Big Sisters Mission is to provide children facing adversity 
with strong and enduring, professionally supported one -to-one relationships that change their lives for the 
better, forever.  

Blank Park Zoo   The mission of the Blank Park Zoo is to inspire an appreciation of the natural world through 
conservation, education and recreation.  

Central Iowa Shelter & Services   The mission of Central Iowa Shelter & Services is to provide free shelter and 
meals to homeless adults regardless of physical or emotional conditions, and to facilitate their move toward 
self-sufficiency.  
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Con’t - Description of sponsor/ charity/ volunteer/ school/ other group involvement with 
program and benefits to each. 
Des Moines Downtown Chamber of Commerce    The Downtown Chamber of Commerce is a community of 
businesses and nonprofits focused on Downtown vitality.  

Des Moines Music Coalition   The mission of the DMMC is to aggressively advocate, sponsor and develop 
an independent and progressive live music economy in Central Iowa for the purposes of urban revitalization, 
regional economic development, and securing the future of our region by attracting and retaining young adults 
to this region.  

Des Moines Social Club    The Des Moines Social Club provides a home or local artists, offers unique 
programming spanning all arts disciplines, and brings people of every age and background together under one 
roof— all for the purpose to use the arts as a catalyst to create unprecedented community engagement.  

DMARC/Move the Food.org   Our mission is to make sure everyone in the Greater Des Moines area has 
enough nutritious food to eat.  

HCI Care Services & Visiting Nurses Services   Our mission is promoting dignity, independence and quality 
of life for all through education, compassion and effective community-based care.  

Iowa CASA   CASA advocates for the safety, permanency about well-being of Iowa children under the court’s 
jurisdiction. Many children have been abused or neglected by their parents or caretakers.  

Iowa Dance Theatre    The Iowa Dance Theatre is an educational dance group that sponsors performance and 
workshops in the community.  

Iowa District Optimists    Our mission is to bring out the best in kids. We do this by working in local 
communities to help children reach their full potential and empower them to become leaders  

Iowa Homeless Youth Centers    Iowa Homeless Youth Centers works to eliminate homelessness among 
children, youth and young families in Polk County. We believe with support and assistance, homeless 
individuals and youth can live independently and attain self-sufficiency.  

Living History Farms    Living History Farms is an interactive outdoor history museum which educates, 
entertains and connects people of all ages to Midwestern rural life experiences.  

Reach Out and Read Iowa    Reach Out and Read promotes early literacy and school readiness by giving 
parents new books to children and advice to parents about the importance of reading aloud to develop critical 
early reading skills.  

Salsa Des Moines    We provide high quality dance education experiences for all ages and levels in order to 
expand the dancer community through technique and knowledge. We coordinate with local organizations, 
institutions, and venues to provide social dancing opportunities for the community and the students.  

Science Center of Iowa    The Science Center of Iowa engages and inspires Iowans along their journey of 
lifelong science learning. Our goal is to be a quality community resource for informal science learning where 
children, families, school groups and individuals come to explore science and technology.  

Susan G. Komen    The Iowa Affiliate of the Susan G. Komen for the Cure raises funds to support Komen’s 
mission to empower people, ensure quality care for all and energize science to find the cures. Our goal is to 
eradicate breast cancer as a life-threatening disease by advancing research, education, screening, and 
treatment.  
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Teaching Leaves  Teaching Leaves connects and engages with the community in several educational 
programs.  

Walnut Creek Church   Walnut Creek Church’s mission is to bless the city, its people and to glorify God.  

Westside Early Education   Westside Early Educa on seeks to provide a quality preschool program for students ages 1‐4 

and strives to provide a loving environment where children develop their ability to listen, communicate, share, care, and learn.  

Youth Emergency Services & Shelter    YESS provides crisis intervention, shelter and counseling services for 
children, newborn through age 18.  
 

I. OVERALL EFFECTIVENESS /SUCCESS OF PROGRAM 

The amazed look on each child’s face as they participate in the exciting activities at the Festival, the immense 
gratitude and appreciation of parents, and the excitement of guests who are able to interact with the art and 
each other lead to the conclusion that the program is a success. On the Festival front, success can be found in 
whether your sponsors are happy and sustain their involvement with the program. It does and they have 
renewed for 2015.  
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SUPPORTING QUESTION 
 
What did you do to update/ change this program from the year before? Were your updates / 
changes successful? Please provide measurable results.  
 
The 2014 Des Moines Arts Festival Prairie Meadows Community Outreach Program featured 10 organizations 
that had not previously participated. These organizations offered a variety of creative interactive art activities 
that had not been offered by the Festival before. By inviting these ten new organizations to participate, the 
Festival’s Prairie Meadows Community Outreach Program continues to provide new experiences for guests. 
New non-profit organizations and their arts activities included: 
 

AHeinz57 Pet Rescue & Transport   AHeinz57 is a foster based pet rescue organization, closing the gap 
between traditional animal shelters and no-kill rescue centers. We are committed to saving homeless 
companion animals, assisting other shelters/rescues through rescue transports, offering in-home training to 
keep dogs in their current homes, and educating the public on the issues of pet over-population, responsible 
pet ownership and puppy mills. 
Arts Activity: Make homemade toys for your favorite dog, or have your face painted.  

Anawim Housing   Anawim Housing has been providing safe, affordable and permanent housing to 
underserved families for 27 years. Anawim's goal is to get families into quality homes they can afford, and help 
them reach stability. 
Arts Activity: Show what home means to you, or dream up your ideal home by painting it on a mini canvas!  

Des Moines Downtown Chamber of Commerce    The Downtown Chamber of Commerce is a community of 
businesses and nonprofits focused on Downtown vitality.  

Arts Activity: Create a public work of art by putting paint and other mediums on a blank canvas  

Des Moines Social Club    The Des Moines Social Club provides a home or local artists, offers unique 
programming spanning all arts disciplines, and brings people of every age and background together under one 
roof— all for the purpose to use the arts as a catalyst to create unprecedented community engagement.  

Arts Activity: Join us for a marble painting activity  

DMARC/Move the Food.org    Our mission is to make sure everyone in the Greater Des Moines area has 
enough nutritious food to eat.  

Arts Activity: Illustrate your idea of a “well balanced meal” based on guidelines and recommendations from the 
USDA’s “Choose My Plate” model.  

Iowa CASA    CASA advocates for the safety, permanency about well-being of Iowa children under the court’s 
jurisdiction. Many children have been abused or neglected by their parents or caretakers.  

Arts Activity: Join us in making and decorating origami houses!  
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What did you do to update / change this program from the year before? Were your updates / 
changes successful? Please provide measurable results.  
 
Iowa Dance Theatre    The Iowa Dance Theatre is an educational dance group that sponsors performance and 
workshops in the community.  

Arts Activity: Come create wrist shakers using fabric to use in creative dance activity.  

Iowa District Optimists    Our mission is to bring out the best in kids. We do this by working in local 
communities to help children reach their full potential and empower them to become leaders  

Arts Activity: Join us in creating spin art.  

Susan G. Komen    The Iowa Affiliate of the Susan G. Komen for the Cure raises funds to support Komen’s 
mission to empower people, ensure quality care for all and energize science to find the cures. Our goal is to 
eradicate breast cancer as a life-threatening disease by advancing research, education, screening, and 
treatment.  

Arts Activity: Participate in the Kids for the Cure Art Contest! The winning entry will be on the t-shirt for our Kids 
for the Cure participants.  

Youth Emergency Services & Shelter    YESS provides crisis intervention, shelter and counseling services for 
children, newborn through age 18.  

Arts Activity: Decorate a yellow hard hat to commemorate YESS’ Emergency Shelter Expansion!  
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SUPPORTING MATERIALS 
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