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WBCA Youth Song & Dance Festival

The Washington’s Birthday Celebration, founded in 
1898, is the largest Celebration of its kind in the United 
States.  Throughout the years, the Celebration has 
grown to be over a month long and consists of parades, 
dazzling pageants, fireworks, a carnival, an air show, a 
sizzling jalapeño festival and much more.  Combined, 
WBCA events attract nearly 500,000 residents and 
visitors,visitors, and yearly contributes an estimated $14 
million to the local economy.  The Washington's 
Birthday Celebration was recently ranked as one of the 
Top 100 Events in North America and recieved the 2013 
Zenith Award. 

A Laredo staple since 1963, the WBCA Youth Song & 
Dance Festival allows enthusiastic drill teams, dance 
troupes, and perky high-kicking cheerleaders of all 
grade levels to participate in the excitement of the 
Washington's Birthday Celebration.  Students also 
show-off their vocal talents and seniors from each 
school can work the runway with the Senior Fashion 
ShowShow during intermission.  Event is free and open to the 
public.  

Introduction & Background
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This program is unique in that this event is not a 
competition but a showcase of young talent and skills in 
cheer, dance and song.  Participating teams have an 
opportunity to receive donated funds through a raffle 
for their expenses such as travel, costumes and 
competitions.  Every participant receives a trophy.

TheThe Youth Song & Dance Festival is part of the 
Washington’s Birthday Celebration vocalizing our 
tagline “A Celebration for Something for Everyone.”  
Cheer, dance and song are truly an expression of not 
just spirit but freedom as well.

Tie-in

The purpose is for youth involvement with the 
Celebration through volunteerism and entertainment 
of splendid performances in homage to George 
Washington.

TheThe program presents two $1,000 scholarships to two 
deserving high school seniors based on their merit and 
scholastic achievement.  Also, a $500 donation is 
presented to three lucky participating teams through a 
raffle.  

Purpose & Objective
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The Washington’s Birthday Celebration Association together with Macy’s Department Store and Sames KIA 
showcased some of Laredo’s talented dance teams and cheerleaders on Saturday, February 1, 2014 at the Laredo 
Civic Center Auditorium at 2 P.M.

A Laredo staple since 1963, the WBCA Youth Song & Dance Festival allows enthusiastic drill teams, dance 
troupes, and perky high-kicking cheerleaders of all grade levels to participate in the excitement of the Washington's 
Birthday Celebration.  Students also show-off their vocal talents and seniors from each school can work the runway 
with the Senior Fashion Show during intermission.  

MacyMacy’s Department Store presented two scholarships to deserving high school seniors based on their merit and 
three lucky participating teams won a $500 donation, courtesy of Sames KIA, through a raffle.

This year over 50 candidates applied for the Macy’s scholarship and 18 teams performed.

WBCA Youth Song & Dance Festival

Performances by:
          Drill Teams
          Dance Troupes
          Cheerleaders
          Vocalists

Fashion Show

RafflesRaffles

Picture Booth

Door Prizes

Activities/Entertainment

Singers, cheer squads, dance teams from:
          Elementary Schools (5-11yrs)
          Middle Schools (11-14 yrs)
          High Schools (14-18yrs)

Graduating High School Seniors (17-18yrs) 

Parents of participants

Dance & CheeDance & Cheer companies

Supporters of Cheerleading, Dance, and Choirs
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Target Audience

Best Children’s Programming



The Washington’s Birthday Celebration Association together with Macy’s Department Store and Sames KIA 
showcased some of Laredo’s talented dance teams and cheerleaders on Saturday, February 1, 2014 at the Laredo 
Civic Center Auditorium at 2 P.M.

A Laredo staple since 1963, the WBCA Youth Song & Dance Festival allows enthusiastic drill teams, dance 
troupes, and perky high-kicking cheerleaders of all grade levels to participate in the excitement of the Washington's 
Birthday Celebration.  Students also show-off their vocal talents and seniors from each school can work the runway 
with the Senior Fashion Show during intermission.  

MacyMacy’s Department Store presented two scholarships to deserving high school seniors based on their merit and 
three lucky participating teams won a $500 donation, courtesy of Sames KIA, through a raffle.

This year over 50 candidates applied for the Macy’s scholarship and 18 teams performed.

WBCA Youth Song & Dance Festival

Performances by:
          Drill Teams
          Dance Troupes
          Cheerleaders
          Vocalists

Fashion Show

RafflesRaffles

Picture Booth

Door Prizes

Activities/Entertainment

Singers, cheer squads, dance teams from:
          Elementary Schools (5-11yrs)
          Middle Schools (11-14 yrs)
          High Schools (14-18yrs)

Graduating High School Seniors (17-18yrs) 

Parents of participants

Dance & CheeDance & Cheer companies

Supporters of Cheerleading, Dance, and Choirs

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Target Audience

Best Children’s Programming



Over 50 Scholarship Applicants

18 Team performances
       9 Elementary Schools
       4 Middle Schools
       2 High Schools

  2 High School Vocalists

18 High School18 High School Volunteers
      10 Runway Models
       5 Ushers
       3 Backstage

Over 1,000 in attendance

Number of Participants
& Attendance
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The budget had a little over $9,000 from sponsors to pay 
the following:

Expense Budget

Radios

Pick-up & Deliver Mats to/from Civic Center

Lighting, Audio & Stage Services

Photographer

Videographer

Scholarships

Postage & DeliveryPostage & Delivery

Printing & Reproduction

Public Safety (Security)

Decoration

Trophies & Awards/Gifts.
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The Washington’s Birthday Celebration Association 
together with Macy’s Department Store and Sames KIA 
showcased some of Laredo’s talented youth.

MacyMacy’s Department Store presented two scholarships to 
deserving high school seniors based on their merit and 
scholastic achievements, and three lucky participating 
teams won a $500 donation, courtesy of Sames KIA, 
through a raffle. 

TTwelve WBCA Board Members volunteered at the event 
by helping at the door, setting up the auditorium, striking 
down the auditorium, coordinating the performance 
line-up, emceeing, and much more.

WBCA Ambassadors, the Abrazo Children, led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, and the Martin High School 
R.O.T.C. presented the flags.

SoSorority and fraternity organizations from the Texas 
A&M International University also volunteered at the 
event where needed.

Laredo Parks & Leisure provided the facility at no 
charge.

Sponsors & 
Other Involvement
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Year after year the number of participants increase.  We 
contact school principals, counselors and team sponsors 
to invite their school’s teams and students to the event.  
This year, we also expanded the volunteer pool, allowing 
more to help at the event either through performance, 
modeling, backstage, ushers, gofers or where needed.  
Seniors volunteering in any way at the event qualify for 
thethe scholarship program.  Also, the $500 donation raffle to 
participating teams sparked an interest for performance. 

The Laredo Civic Center is located in the heart of Laredo, 
making the distance convenient for schools in the South 
and North of Laredo to participate, as well as those 
interested to attend the event.

  

Overall Effectiveness
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The changes were successfull.  
Participants and audience members 
enjoyed the photo booth and the option 
to wear wacky accessories, as well as 
the make overs, giveaways and door 
prizes.

MoMore high school seniors volunteered 
throughout the event and also 
participated in the Fashion Show to 
qualify for the scholarship.

Were your updates / changes successful?

Added a photo booth

Make overs provided by Macy’s

More giveaways (perfume sets)

Expanded on door prizes

Expanded on Fashion Show

Solo performance (first time)

What did you do to update / change this 
 program from the year before? 
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Best Children’s Programming
Printed Materials - Event Program



Printed Materials - Meeting Invitation
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Printed Materials - Media Coverage
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Media Materials - Media Alert



Media Materials - Published Press Release
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Provided Information - Letter to Sponsors, Counselors and Directors
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Provided Information - Application
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Provided Information - Release of Liability Applicant’s Form
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Provided Information - Participant’s Release Form
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Provided Information - Scholarship Application



Supporting Photographs
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