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Introduction 
 
The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society’s annual PHS Philadelphia Flower Show is the 
world’s longest-running and largest horticultural event. The Flower Show attracts 
extensive media attention and serves as one of Philadelphia’s signature events. This 
year’s extraordinary presentation was held March 1 through 9 at the Pennsylvania 
Convention Center.  
 
The 2014 theme, “ARTiculture,” celebrated the fusion of art and horticulture. Beautiful 
flowers, gardens and landscapes have always been an inspiration for artists, while great 
horticultural design has become a form of living art. In an unprecedented collaboration 
of Flower Show designers and the nation’s great art museums, the Pennsylvania 
Convention Center was turned into a 10-acre living canvas of exquisite landscapes, 
gardens and floral arrangements. 
 
Proceeds from the Flower Show benefit the year-round programs of PHS, which is 
celebrating its 186th year of gardening, greening and learning. PHS initiatives include 
the PHS City Harvest program, which creates green jobs and supports a network of 
community gardens that raise fresh produce for more than 1,200 families in need each 
week during the growing season. 
 

Description of Children’s Program 
 
“The Butterfly Experience,” an interactive and educational exhibit created by California’s 
Sky River Butterflies, was part of the Flower Show for the first time this year. The 
Butterfly Experience showcased more than 30 different species of butterflies from 
around the world, providing a rare and unique opportunity to see beautiful butterflies up 
close. Domestic and exotic varieties included Lacewings from Asia, Blue and White 
Morphos from Costa Rica and the Gaudy Commodore from Africa.  
 
Visitors of all ages filled the room with laughter, shrieks, and mirth as the winged 
beauties gracefully landed upon shoulders, heads, arms, hands, and even noses! It was 
the first time that these exotic species, some of the most rare and beautiful butterflies in 
the world, were part of a traveling exhibit in the United States. 



 

 

 
Families had the opportunity to roam among the butterflies, feed and interact with them 
in an environment that was created to be butterfly-friendly. Activities included feeding 
the butterflies a mixture of sugar and water on a Q-tip. 
 
Children had the opportunity to learn more about butterflies and their important role as 
pollinators. Pollinator-friendly gardens preserve native pollinator populations. Both 
pollen and pollination are vital to the well-being of humans and an essential part of a 
healthy ecosystem. Some plants are self-pollinated or wind-pollinated, but most depend 
on butterflies, insects, birds, bats and other organisms, collectively referred to as 
pollinators, to transport the pollen for them. Pollination is essential to successful 
reproduction in more than 90 percent of the 250,000 flowering plant species. More than 
100,000 varieties of insects, including butterflies, bees, moths, beetles and flies, serve 
as pollinators, as do more than 1,000 species of vertebrates, including birds. 
 
Target Audience 
 
“The Butterfly Experience” was designed for children and their families. The exhibit also 
captured the attention of the Flower Show’s full audience, as the appeal was universal 
and guests both young and old enjoyed the opportunity to see these rare specimens.  
 
Attendance/Number of Participants 
During the nine days of the Flower Show, more than 32,000 people participated in The 
Butterfly Experience. 
 
Activities/Entertainment Provided 
 
The Butterfly Experience was a great educational experience for visitors of all ages. 
Guests were invited to take photos and feed the butterflies. The butterflies also landed 
on many of the children and adults, giving them an extra-special close encounter. 
 
Tie-in of Program to Main Event 
Butterflies and flowers are a natural fit and tie-in to the Flower Show. The symbiotic 
relationship between butterfly and plant ensures the survival of both. Butterflies serve 
an important purpose for many flowering plants they rely on for food, shelter and 
procreating. Pollination occurs as butterflies seek what they need from plants, often 
those that provide nectar. While roaming on their spindly legs, they pick up pollen and 
move it from flower to flower. 
 



 

 

Butterflies travel longer distances than bees, also important pollinators, ensuring 
coverage of equal amounts of flowering plants in a larger area. To help butterflies 
continue their great work, colorful gardens filled with nectar-rich flowers need to be 
planted. For example, zinnias, with their larger blossoms, intense colors and wider 
surfaces attract butterflies. The Butterfly Experience educated and entertained children 
about the important relationship between flowers and butterflies. 
 
Overall Revenue and Expense Budget of Program 
 
The Butterfly Experience brought in $92,882 in revenue with an expense of $62,882, 
netting PHS a profit of $30,000. 
 
Description of Sponsor/Charity/Volunteer/School/Other Group Involvement 
 
PHS worked with an outside partner, John Dailey from SkyRiver Butterflies. SkyRiver 
butterfly farms have been in business for more than 15 years. Philadelphia was the first 
stop of the year for SkyRiver. Other locations the experience traveled to included the 
San Diego County Fair, orange County Fair, Erie County Fair and the New York State 
Fair. John Dailey is focused on sharing the joy of butterflies with all generations.”There 
is nothing like the joy of a young person experiencing feeding a butterfly for the first 
time,” says Dailey. 
 
Duration of Program/Years Program has been Part of Event 
 
This was the first year PHS featured The Butterfly Experience. PHS staff started 
“growing” the butterflies 10 days before the show opened. The Butterfly Experience was 
open and filled with butterflies the entire nine days of the show. 
 
 
What Makes this Program Unique and Creative? 
 
This was a hands-on, up-close and personal experience with both domestic and exotic 
butterflies. The guests were invited to spend time photographing and feeding these rare 
beauties. The goal of the exhibit was to enable everyone to have a personal experience 
with these gorgeous creatures. The exhibit also illustrated the importance of butterflies 
as pollinators and the imperative need for us to protect our world. 
 
 
 



 

 

Overall Effectiveness/Success of Program 
 
The Butterfly Experience was extremely successful and we plan to repeat it at next 
year’s show. Plans include adding additional educational aspects to the room. 
 
Click here to view a press release about “The Butterfly Experience” 

http://phsonline.org/media/resources/Butterfly_release_final.pdf
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