
Category #46: Best Educational Program 

Butterfly Flutterby 

#1  Overview Information 

A) Introduction and Background of Main Event: 

Butterfly Flutterby is a community, family-friendly event that takes place at the Grapevine 

Botanical Gardens and celebrates the migration of the monarch butterfly from Canada to Mexico 

by way of Grapevine, TX.  The Grapevine Convention and Visitors Bureau partners with 

Grapevine Parks and Recreation and the Grapevine Garden Club to produce this free event. 

The event kicks off with a gossamer parade that leads participants to the Botanical Gardens.  

After the parade, attendees can participate in butterfly themed arts and crafts, browse the Garden 

Club Plant Sale, and learn about plants and butterflies.  There are multiple arts and crafts stations 

throughout the grounds that encourage children to be creative.  A scavenger hunt throughout the 

grounds encourages children to explore and learn about native plants in the gardens.  A movie is 

playing that educates all on the life cycle of a butterfly.  Children can participate in the science 

booth where they can make homemade silly putty or view butterfly wings through a microscope.  

Butterfly patches are given to local groups that participate in the parade. 

Many garden themed items are available for purchase at the event.  All profits go towards the 

Grapevine Garden Club’s efforts to raise money to build a greenhouse at the Botanical Gardens.  

The Grapevine Garden Club has a plant sale and booths educating about plants that are best for 

feeding monarch butterflies.  An art contest was also put on by the Grapevine Garden Club to 

encourage students in the local school district to demonstrate their understanding of how to make 

the world better and more beautiful through original drawing.  The winners were announced at 

the event and the artwork was displayed in the Gardens. 

The main attraction at Butterfly Flutterby is the live monarch butterfly releases.  Children and 

families are given a live monarch butterfly in a small envelope and a countdown is done for its 

release.  Releases are done four times throughout the event where more than 700 live monarch 

butterflies are released into the air to be seen around the Botanical Gardens before migrating to 

Mexico.  All butterflies are tagged and registered through Monarch Watch.  The purpose of 

tagging the butterflies is to study the migration and patterns of the monarch to contribute to 

conservation of its habitats.  When butterflies make it to the sanctuary in Mexico, people are able 

to locate the origin of the butterfly by the tag.  Then a certificate is sent to the person, event, or 

program that released the butterfly (attached). 

 

 

 



B) Description and purpose/objective of educational program: 

The objective of Butterfly Flutterby is to teach children about the environment and butterfly 

conservation.  Monarch butterflies migrate to Mexico every winter.  In the last 10 years, the three 

lowest winter butterfly populations have been recorded.  The monarch butterfly population is 

rapidly declining due to many different factors and Butterfly Flutterby seeks to teach children 

about this trend and ways to stop it.  

All butterflies that are released during Butterfly Flutterby are tagged with a special tag from 

Monarch Watch.  If the butterflies are found, the tag can be traced and Monarch Watch is able to 

study the unique migration of the Monarchs to aid in conservation efforts.   

C) Target audience/attendance/number of participants: 

The target audience for Butterfly Flutterby is families with children 12 and under.   The 16
th

 

Annual Butterfly Flutterby in 2013 had approximately 2,150 attendees.  The parade had 750 

attendees from approximately 25 different cities around the Metroplex. 

 

D) Detailed description of educational program/curriculum: 

Children attending Butterfly Flutterby are able to experience first hand the conservation efforts 

of the Monarch butterfly.  Children are able to learn about the life cycle of the butterfly, 

participate in the science lab to view butterfly wings under a microscope and build arts and crafts 

of butterflies.  The Garden Club educates attendees on different plants to put in your gardens to 

aid in butterfly migration such as milkweed. 

 

E/F) Who provided the education and in what setting – involvement by local educational 

institutions and professional education: 

The event took place in the Grapevine Botanical Gardens where attendees could experience a 

natural habitat for butterflies.  The Grapevine Convention and Visitors Bureau partnered with 

Grapevine Parks and Recreation for this fantastic location.  The Grapevine Garden Club 

educated attendees on plants that aid in butterfly migration and also showed children the life 

cycle of the butterfly through a microscope and a video.  The Grapevine-Colleyville Independent 

School District was involved, encouraging students to participate in the art contest to 

demonstrate their understanding of how to make the world better and more beautiful through 

original drawings. 

G) Take away for attendees: 

Families and children who attend Butterfly Flutterby leave the event with a greater awareness of 

the struggles of Monarch butterfly conservation and how they can contribute to the conservation  

of the species. 

H)  Duration of program start to finish and years program has been part of event: 

The 16
th

 Annual Butterfly Flutterby festival in Grapevine took place on October 19, 2013.  The 

event lasts from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 



I)   Tie in of program to main event: 

The educational program of Butterfly Flutterby is to teach children and families about Monarch 

butterfly migration and conservation.  The main attraction of the event is the live butterfly 

releases.  Each child receives a live butterfly to release at the event and experience first hand the 

efforts of butterfly conservation.  The live butterfly release is a unique experience that the 

children will remember for many years to come as they learn about the importance of Monarch 

butterfly conservation. 

J)  Overall revenue/expense budget of program: 

Butterfly Flutterby has a budget of $9,800 which is used to buy items such as the monarch 

butterflies, arts and crafts supplies and awards for the gossamer parade.  The Grapevine Garden 

Club sells items at the event and all profits go towards the building of a greenhouse at the 

Grapevine Botanical Gardens. 

K)  Description of sponsor, charity, volunteer, school or other group involvement with 

programs and benefits to each: 

The Garden Club is an organization in Grapevine that promotes gardening, wildlife, conservation 

and the environment and is heavily involved in Butterfly Flutterby.  They participated in the 

event by manning multiple booths to sell butterfly related items to sell to raise money to build a 

greenhouse at the Botanical Gardens.  The Garden Club provided volunteers for the event and 

organized arts and crafts booths, the science experiment booth, face painting, a plant sale and put 

together the art contest.  The Garden Club volunteers at the Botanical Gardens all year. 

The Grapevine Parks and Recreation Department provides a perfect location for the event in the 

Botanical Gardens.  The department also puts out milkweed and other butterfly plants to feed the 

butterflies. 

L)  Overall effectiveness/success of program: 

Butterfly Flutterby is an event that helps with the awareness and education of the importance of 

Monarch butterfly conservation.  A certificate was awarded to Grapevine for a butterfly reaching 

El Rosario, Mexico that traveled 938 miles from Butterfly Flutterby in Grapevine, Texas.  

Tagging the butterflies through Monarch Watch helps to further the knowledge of monarch 

butterflies and their migration patterns to aid in conservation. 

 

 

 

 

 



#2 Supporting Question: 

Butterfly Flutterby was held in the Grapevine Botanical Gardens for the first time in 2013.  In 

previous years, the event was held in the Cotton Belt Railroad District on Main Street.  This 

location did not provide a good environment for the butterflies once they were released.  The 

event was moved to the Botanical Gardens in 2013 to provide a more natural environment for the 

butterflies and beautiful surroundings for attendees to enjoy while they learned about butterflies.  

The change in location was very successful and we had very positive feedback.  We plan to 

continue hosting Butterfly Flutterby at the Botanical Gardens for many years to come. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



#3 Supporting Materials: 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA CONTACT:   

Leigh Lyons 

Office 817-410-3195/ Cell 817-903-9424  

llyons@GrapevineTexasUSA.com    

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

CELEBRATE FALL FUN IN GRAPEVINE OCTOBER 19 

Family-Friendly Seasonal Activities Feature Butterflies, Farm Activities, Grapevine Botanical Gardens 

and More  

GRAPEVINE, TEXAS (September 26, 2013) – On Saturday, October 19, Grapevine will be the center 

of fall fun in North Texas with a pumpkin full of family-friendly activities. 

Start your day at the 16
th

 Annual Butterfly Flutterby. Celebrating the migration of the monarch 

butterfly, the day begins with a Butterfly Costume Parade. This year, the Parade will follow a brand new 

route, starting at East Wall and Jenkins Streets (across from City Hall) and ending at the Grapevine 

Botanical Gardens at Heritage Park. Children and pets are invited to wear their favorite butterfly costume 

for the Parade. Registration for the Costume Parade begins at 8:45 a.m., with the Parade beginning at 10 

a.m.  Prizes will be awarded to registered Parade participants. Judging will occur for different age 

categories, pets and groups. After the Parade, see butterfly exhibits and participate in the butterfly arts and 

crafts. Refreshments are available for purchase. Live butterfly releases will occur throughout the event at 

the Grapevine Botanical Gardens.   

What:    16
th
 Annual Butterfly Flutterby  

Date:     Saturday, October 19, 2013  

Hours:  Parade registration begins at 8:45 a.m.;  Events are from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

Where:    The new route begins at East Wall and Jenkins Streets and finishes at the Grapevine 

Botanical Gardens at Heritage Park.  Additional activities will take place at the Botanical 

Gardens after the parade. 

Cost:  Free  

mailto:llyons@GrapevineTexasUSA.com


Also on October 19, experience life on the farm at the 13
th

 Annual Fall Round-Up at Grapevine’s 

historic Nash Farm, 626 Ball St. Admission is free but some activities require a participation fee.  

Activities at the 13
th
 Annual Fall Round-Up include kitchen gardening, live music, farm animals, 

blacksmith and wood carving demonstrations, cotton picking, heritage toys, wood-burning stove cooking 

demonstrations, petting zoo, heritage games and more.  

And new this year is the Somethin’ Pumpkin Baking Contest where guests can enter their best pumpkin-

flavored baked goods. The contest is open to all ages and prizes will be awarded for first, second and third 

place. For more information, contact francesj2@netscape.net. Concessions will be available for purchase 

at the event.   

What:    13
th
 Annual Fall Round-Up  

Date:     Saturday, October 19, 2013  

Hours:  10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

Where:    626 Ball St., Grapevine 

Cost:  Free admission; some activities do require a participation fee. Concession and activity 

coupons will be available for purchase at the event. 

 

Continue your celebration of the butterfly at the Grapevine Garden Club’s Plant Sale on October 19. 

The fall plant sale will focus on butterfly nectar and host plants. The sale will feature native and adaptive 

trees and shrubs along with an educational film and exhibits, butterfly garden tutorials, fresh cut-flower 

garden, butterfly motif, garden sale and children’s activities. The event takes place at the Grapevine 

Botanical Gardens, 411 Ball St., 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.  And fans of the Grapevine Botanical Garden will want 

to make plans to attend the 2013 Sunset Concert Series on Saturday evenings during the month of 

October. On October 19 from 7 p.m. – 9 p.m., the Sunset Concert Series at the Grapevine Botanical 

Gardens will feature the final concert of the season with the Lone Star Jazz Orchestra. Bring a blanket and 

enjoy beautiful jazz in the lush setting. Refreshments will be available for purchase. 

 

What:    Grapevine Garden Club Plant Sale 

Date:     Saturday, October 19, 2013  

Hours:  9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Where:    Grapevine Botanical Gardens at Heritage Park, 411 Ball St., Grapevine 

Cost:  Free 

 

mailto:francesj2@netscape.net


What:    2013 Sunset Concert Series featuring the Lone Star Jazz Orchestra 

Date:     Saturday, October 19, 2013 (additional concerts on October 5 and 12) 

Hours:  7 p.m. – 9 p.m. 

Where:    Grapevine Botanical Gardens at Heritage Park, 411 Ball St., Grapevine 

Cost:  Free 

 

For additional information about Grapevine, please call the Grapevine Convention & Visitors Bureau at 

817-410-3185 or visit www.GrapevineTexasUSA.com.  
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Wine Bottle Label 

 

 



 

T-Shirt Front 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above – Patch given to local groups that participated in the parade 

Below – Bookmarks given to Scavenger Hunt participants 

  



Fall Fun Brochure Front 


