
      
 
500 Festival, Inc. 

2014 IFEA Pinnacle Award Nominations 

Category #42 – Best Sponsorship Program for Individual Sponsor 

Entry – Anthem BlueCross BlueShield 

 
 
Introduction & Description of Main Event 

One of the original events produced by the 500 Festival, the IPL 500 Festival Parade, has grown 

to be one of the signature events held in the United States each year. This year more than 

300,000 people lined the streets of downtown Indianapolis on the Saturday of Memorial Day 

weekend to enjoy this spectacular event. Approximately 2,500 volunteers helped coordinate 

the 2014 IPL 500 Festival Parade. The Parade featured all 33 drivers of the 2014 Indianapolis 

500®, 33 500 Festival Princesses, spectacular floats, bands from across America, giant balloons 

and specialty units. In addition, the Parade was nationally televised on NBC Sports Network 

and locally on WISH-TV Channel 8, a CBS affiliate. Throughout the years, the financial support 

from the title sponsor and float and balloon sponsors has helped to further the development of 

creative ideas to enhance the Parade on the street as well as its telecast. Each year the Parade 

reflects the Festival theme through its floats and special décor on the Parade route. 

 

 

Name of Program and Sponsor 

Anthem BlueCross and BlueShield “Anthem Angels – Salute to America” float was created for 

Hoosier service men and women. They were selected by top commanders to represent their 

branch of the military on Memorial Day Weekend. 

 

 

Description and Purpose of Event/Program Being Sponsored 

Each branch of the military was able to be represented in the Parade as the main attraction on 

the custom-built Anthem float.  Appearing in front of an audience of 300,000 curb-side fans and 

a local and national television audience, their personal efforts were able to receive the 

recognition they deserved.  In addition to funding the float, Anthem invested in VIP 500 Festival 

Parade tickets for the selected military officers and their families, Indy 500 race tickets for the 

selected military officers and their families, and a weekend stay at the Westin Indianapolis for 

out-of-town military officers and their families.  Plaques with a photograph of each service men 

and women who rode on the float were also provided by Anthem as a keepsake. 



 
Sponsor Involvement and Outreach 

Anthem BlueCross and BlueShield have supported the 500 Festival Parade with a custom-built 
float since 2007.  This year, Anthem wanted to recognize unsung heroes around Indiana who 

went above and beyond the call of duty in service to their community.  The “Anthem Angels – 

Salute to America” float was created to accomplish this goal.  In spirit of Memorial Day 

weekend, the individuals that did ride on the float were active military that serve in all branches. 

Additionally, the Boys and Girls Club Military Youth of the Year was recognized and had the 

opportunity to ride on the float with each of the other “Anthem Angels.” 

 

 

Overall Effectiveness / Success of the Program 

The float received the “Sweepstakes Award” from the 500 Festival, which is awarded to the 

best overall float entry. More importantly, the float received a standing ovation from 300,000 

parade attendees. The feedback from the selected service men and women and their families 

about this “once-in-a-lifetime experience” was great reward for Anthem. This float showed 

how Anthem can recognize all those who protect and defend our country, especially the many 

Hoosiers who serve in the United States Armed Forces 

 



 

 
 


