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a. Introduction and 
Description of Main Event 
	  ArtFest Fort Myers is an annual juried fine art 
festival,  which  nurtures  the  artistic  and 
cultural environment of our entire community. 
As  Southwest  Florida’s  premier  art  festival 
and largest weekend event, we are the City of 
Fort  Myers’  most  prized  event.   We  are 
committed to best practices in the festival and 
event  business  and  always  looking  for  new 
and  exciting  ways  to  wow  the  crowd, 
impressing attendees, and our sponsors.	


On  the  first  weekend  in  February  85,000 
people  come  to  the  riverfront  in  downtown 
Fort Myers to enjoy the diverse opportunities 
the festival provides. Over 200 visual artists 
from across the country and around the world 
are  the  core  of  the  festival.  Attendees  also 
enjoy  sampling  fun  cuisine,  visiting  special 
exhibits and demonstrations, and entertaining 
their families with interactive art activities & 
engaging performing arts.  	


In addition to creating a high-impact festival, 
we have a  year-long community presence – 
funding  and  implementing  art  education 
outreach programs in Lee County schools and 
after-school  programs.  We  also  provide 
continual  support  to the county’s visual  and 
performing  art  organizations;  in  2014  we 
showcased  19  such  organizations  at  ArtFest 
Fort Myers. 	


Mission – ArtFest Fort Myers is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit	

The creation of public access to a broad array of visual art; 
nurturing the development and understanding of diverse art 

forms; supporting arts in education and encouraging the 
appreciation of the arts in Southwest Florida. 	




b. Name of Program and Sponsor 
Art Under 20 ���
Presented by Edison State College	


c. Description and Purpose of 
Event Program being Sponsored 

Art  Under  20  is  a  visual  art  exhibit  and 
competition  for  Lee  County  high  school 
students, who exhibit their work at ArtFest 
Fort Myers as they compete for $7,300 in 
cash awards. 	


Each  year  hundreds  of  students  exhibit 
their  artwork  in  a  gallery  style  tent  to 
thousands  of  family  members,  teachers, 
friends and admiring patrons.  	


In 2014 Art Under 20 showcased the work 
of  425+  high  school  students  in  a  2,700 
square foot tent. 	


Awards are given to the best student artists 
in  six  categories:  Digital,  Drawing, 
Painting,  Photography,  3-D,  and  Mixed 
Media.  Awards include: Best of Show, 1st, 
2nd,  & 3rd  Place,  People’s Choice Awards, 
Fewster  Family  Award,  Ikki  Matsumoto 
Award, and 24 Honorable  Mentions.  	


Text Text Text  	


ArtFest Fort Myers created this program to 
encourage  students  in  their  pursuit  of  art 
and to encourage community support of art 
programs in our county’s schools. 	


Each year following the exhibit ArtFest Fort 
Myers hosts an awards ceremony at Edison 
State College for the 45 student winners. 	




d. Description of Sponsor; Level 
of Sponsorship; Details of 
Benefit Package and Length of 
Sponsorship/Partnership 

Edison State College is a state college in 
Southwest Florida with their main campus 
in Fort Myers. The college is named after 
the  great  inventor  Thomas  Edison,  who 
resided in Fort  Myers,  Florida during the 
winter months.  	


Edison State College has a diverse student 
body  ranging  from  high  school  students 
participating  in  dual  enrollment,  to  first-
generation  college  students,  traditional 
college  students  and  working  adults 
returning to college. 	


Edison State College’s goals is to provide 
student’s with everything they are looking 
for in a college experience without having 
to  leave  home.   Their  sponsorship  with 
ArtFest Fort Myers is the perfect fit, giving 
them  the  obvious  exposure  to  the 
participating  425+  high  school  student’s 
who are looking at  taking their  next  step 
into the college world as well as marketing 
to the families and working adults looking 
to  further  their  education  and  who  are 
attending ArtFest Fort Myers. 	


Edison State College is at the ArtFest Fort 
Myers Supporting Sponsor level. This is a 
cash  sponsorship  with  some  in-kind 
features.  For  example,  the  use  of  the 
college’s  campus  for  our  artists  Jury 
process, our Jury Preview Party and our Art 
Under 20 Artist Awards Ceremony. At all of 
these event’s Edison State College provides 
not only the location, but the catering and 
tech-support. 	


In  addition  having  naming  rights  as  the 
sponsor  of  Art  Under  20,  Edison  State 
College  receives  an  intensive  media 
package and elaborate VIP package which 
provides  the  college  with  enough  VIP 
tickets for their top staff and the college’s 
most significant  donors. 	  

In  2015 Edison  State  College  will  be  the 
Supporting  Sponsor  of  Art  Under  20  for 
their 5th consecutive year. 	

Edison  State  College  and  ArtFest  Fort 
Myers  have  also  built  an  art  education 
outreach  program  for  Lee  County’s 
elementary  schools.  18  of  Edison  State 
College’s  teachers  candidates  receive  the 
opportunity to practice their teaching skills 
as  they  create  lesson  plans  and  conduct 
after-school  Art  Clubs  at  six  Lee  County 
Elementary  Schools  each  semester.   This 
project  is  a  wonderful  benefit  to  Edison 
State  College,  as  ArtFest  provides  the 
program with the art supply funding, assists 
with the craft project design, and provides 
the  student  teachers  with  training  from  a 
Lee County Art Teacher. 	




e. Overall Effectiveness / Success of 
Program 

Art  Under  20 sponsored by Edison State 
College in 2014 was a success as it is every 
year!  Art  Under  20  had  record  breaking 
numbers  for  student  entries,  with  425+ 
entries. The caliber of the winning artwork 
being  well  believed  to  be  at  an  all  time 
high. 	


Edison  State  College  recognizes  that 
ArtFest Fort Myers is the perfect venue for 
the direct marketing of their programs and 
that Art Under 20 helps give the college an 
impressive presence in the minds of future 
college students and in the community.	

Edison  State  College’s  sponsorship  has 
already  been  renewed  for  2015.  We  look 
forward to the continual growth of ���
Art Under 20.  	


In fact, an impressive over-seas art student 
travel program is currently being discussed 
as  an  expansion  of  the  Art  Under  20 
program.	




2. Supporting Questions: What did you 
do to update / change this program from 
the year before? Were your updates / 
changes successful? Please provide 
measurable results / examples.  
This year we increased Edison State College’s 
on-site branding by an impressive amount. The 
tent went from having 48 linear feet of signage 
to 372 linear feet.  In addition to amplifying the 
signage, we created Edison State College’s space 
inside the 2,700 square foot gallery to be more 
interactive.  With  large  screen  TVs  displaying 
photo slideshows of the college and two gaming 
stations  that  had  an  a  fun  and  artsy  drawing 
game.  The gaming station helped draw the art 
patrons  in  and  gave  Edison  State  College’s 
recruiting representatives a great way to easily 
engage with them. 	

Both Edison State College and the ArtFest staff 
agreed  that  the  additional  signage  greatly 
strengthened the College’s branding within the 
tent. In addition, the signage was a great way to 
introduce all of the great education programs the 
college has to offer,  doing a wonderful  job of 
marketing  the  college’s  versatility.   Edison 
commented that the gaming stations were a great 
lead-in into speaking with the crowd about what 
the college has to offer. 	

Due  to  Edison  State  College  sponsoring  Art 
Under 20 the college received 750 contacts for 
interested students. 	




Supporting Materials: 

Art Under 20 ¼  page Ad – Appearing in 
Newspaper  and  Magazines  the  month 
preceding the festival. 	


Art  Under  20  Poster  –  advertising  to 
student’s in all Lee County High Schools.	  

Edison State College Branding – One of the 
many signs  featured  in  the  Art  Under  20 
tent. At 6 feet tall and 3 wide. 	




Supporting Materials: 

Art  Under  20  Facebook  Header  –  Was 
used  as  ArtFest  Fort  Myers’  Facebook 
Header 2 weeks preceding the festival. 	


Art Under 20 Exterior Tent Branding for 
Edison State College	




Supporting Materials: 

ArtFest Fort Myers Website Page dedicated 
to  Art  Under  20  featuring  Edison  State 
College as the sponsor.  	


ArtFest Fort Myers Website Page dedicated 
to  Edison  State  College  and  ArtFest  Fort 
Myers’  Art  Clubs  in  Elementary  School 
program. 	


Edison State College Receives recognition 
for  sponsorship  on  all  Art  Under  20 
material  –  including  Art  Under  20 
Applications. 	
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