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Introduction and Background of Toad Suck Daze  

  

A quirky name and a commitment to education are at the core 

of Toad Suck Daze. Founded in 1981, the award-winning  

festival takes place the first weekend of May and provides 

funding for education initiatives in Faulkner County.  

  

Festivalgoers from across the region – approximately 160,000 

during the three-day event – gather in the streets of  

downtown Conway for food-on-a-stick, local and national  

entertainment, arts and crafts, activities for kids, and, of 

course, the World-Famous Championship Toad Races. Several 

festival-sanctioned events sponsored by local non-profit  

organizations take place throughout the weekend as well,  

including a 5K/10K race and the Tour de Toad bicycle race.  

  

To date, Toad Suck Daze has contributed more than $1.5  

million to scholarships, scholarship endowments, and pre-K 

funding. The 2014 festival donated over $77,000 to education initiatives and $36,000 to downtown  

Conway projects as follows: 

  

  $40,000 to the Arkansas Preschool Plus pre-K initiative 

  $35,000 in scholarships to 15 students attending one of four local colleges 

  $2,500 to the Toad Suck Daze Get Smart Community Education Endowment 

  $10,000 to Downtown Conway beautification and hanging flower baskets 

  $26,000 to the renovation of Downtown Simon Park’s Kris Allen Stage 

 

Name of Sponsorship Opportunity and Sponsor 

 

Sponsorship Opportunity – Toad Toter Sponsor 

Sponsor – Arkansas Game and Fish Commission  

  

Description of Sponsor and Sponsorship Opportunity 
 

Arkansas Game and Fish Commission plays an important role in keeping Arkansas true to its “Natural 

State” nickname. The agency oversees the protection, conservation, and preservation of wildlife in  

Arkansas. Arkansas Game and Fish organizes many public programs to generate awareness of wildlife.  
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Father and son on the starting line at the 

World-Famous Championship Toad Races 



The Toad Toter is given to all elementary school-aged  

children in Faulkner County (approximately 10,000) 

through their school and serves as a temporary home for 

toads participating in the World-Famous Championship 

Toad Races. The special boxes, which are printed by  

International Paper, feature a local building or other local 

landmark each year. While the boxes have been around for 

many years, they have never had an official sponsor.  

  

In 2014, Arkansas Game and Fish approached Toad Suck 

Daze about sponsoring the festival and exploring a new 

sponsorship opportunity. Because nearby Lake Conway is 

the largest manmade game and fish commission lake in 

the United States, Toad Suck Daze felt that including Lake 

Conway on the Toad Toter would be a fitting, original  

sponsorship opportunity for Arkansas Game and Fish.   

  

Once the sponsorship opportunity was conceived, a sponsor benefit package was put together.  This 

package took into account what Arkansas Game and Fish hoped to achieve from sponsoring the festival 

and paired it with the benefits and resources that the festival could offer.    

  

Toad Toter Sponsorship Benefits – $5,000 

  Arkansas Game and Fish logo included in select promotion of festival 

   Logo on approximately 11,000 Toad Toters 

  Input into design of Toad Toter 

  Arkansas Game and Fish logo included on signage throughout festival 

  Specific promotion of Arkansas Game and Fish through Toad Suck Daze social media accounts 

  Arkansas Game and Fish logo with hot link featured on Toad Suck Daze website 

  Booth or display area at festival 

  Six passes to the VIT (Very Important Toad) area 

    

Toad Suck Daze/Game and Fish Commission Synergy 

  

While Toad Suck Daze does not have a focus on wildlife, we do hold the World-Famous  

Championship Toad Races. Part of this includes hosting a Toad Round-Up, an event where  

children procure toads to race at their schools and at the festival. Each year, the Toad Toters include  

instructions on how to care for your toad. Sustaining the toad population in Conway is important to the 

festival. By partnering with Arkansas Game and Fish, Toad Suck Daze could better show its commitment 
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Toad Toter Box 



to preserving local wildlife. For the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, the sponsorship is a natural fit 

because the festival was designed around the toad, a less than glamorous animal.  Toads and other  

amphibians are important indicators of the health of an ecosystem that may ultimately impact more 

popular species. This opportunity gives the Game and Fish Commission a fun way to communicate  

important information that may be easily overlooked.  It also allows them to reach schoolchildren and 

their parents through the Toad Toters and promote other educational programs at the festival.  

  

Overall Effectiveness of Sponsorship 
  

The Toad Toter Sponsorship was highly  

successful. The Arkansas Game and Fish 

reached 10,000 children and their families with 

their boating safety program via the Toad  

Toters.  They were also on-site at the festival 

with their aquarium and other educational  

programs. They have already agreed to sponsor 

in 2015 and would like to increase their  

sponsorship going forward.  

   

 

Supporting Question:  

Challenges and Obstacles to Sponsorship 
  

A number of challenges surrounded sponsoring the Toad Toter. The first challenge was the sponsorship 

itself. Although the Toad Toter had never had an official sponsor, International Paper had always printed 

the boxes at no cost and received publicity as a result. We had to ensure that International Paper would 

continue printing the boxes at no cost if we had a cash sponsor from another company. After meeting 

with International Paper and addressing this potential issue, we worked on the second challenge: the 

design of the box. 

  

The Toad Toter is designed to resemble a building, with the four sides of the box making up the sides of 

the structure. We were initially concerned about how the Lake Conway design would look on the box. We 

were also concerned that the design would look like an advertisement for the Arkansas Game and Fish 

Commission. Because the box was going into the schools, it could not feature advertisements. We needed 

the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission’s message to fit into the design element of a lake. Toad Suck 

Daze’s advertising agency worked with the Game and Fish Commission’s agency to develop a message 

and design that served as a public service announcement rather than an advertisement.  
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Child looking at a catfish in the Arkansas Game and Fish  

Commission’s educational fish trailer 



 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Material 

  

Toad Toter Artwork 
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