
 
International Festivals & Events Association 

 2603 W. Eastover Terrace – Boise – ID 83706 – U.S.A. – Phone: +1-208-433-0950 – www.ifea.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2014 

IFEA World 

Festival & Event City  

Award Recipients 
 

Presenting Sponsor 

“Recognizing the best in community leadership and festival and 

event partnerships around the world.” 

http://www.ifea.com/


 
International Festivals & Events Association 

 2603 W. Eastover Terrace – Boise – ID 83706 – U.S.A. – Phone: +1-208-433-0950 – www.ifea.com 

The International Festivals & Events Association announced and recognized the 2014 recipients of the “IFEA World 
Festival & Event City” award during the 59th Annual IFEA Convention & Expo in Kansas City, Missouri, United States 
on September 29, 2014. The IFEA would like to congratulate all of our 2014 IFEA World Festival & Event City 

Award Recipients.    

Dubai 
United Arab Emirates 

Dubai is an energetic and dynamic city – a place where optimism 

reigns and visions are realised. The second largest of the seven 
United Arab Emirates, Dubai is at the heart of one of the world’s 

fastest growing regions. In the blink of an eye, the emirate has 
transformed itself into a modern bustling metropolis at the 

forefront of the events industry; a vibrant hub for knowledge 

and leisure, commerce and trade and a place where the 
impossible becomes possible.   

Home to over two million residents representing more than 200 nationalities, Dubai is alive with culture. At the 
crossroads between East and West, over one third of the world’s population live within a four hour flight of the city. 

In 2013, 11 million hotel guests stayed in Dubai and the city was named as a top destination to visit during 2014 

by both the New York Times and the Trip Advisor Traveller’s Choice Award.  
With an inspiring, diverse and exciting annual calendar of events covering the genres of gastronomy to sport, 

music to heritage and all that’s in-between, Dubai plays host to world-class events including Dubai World Cup, 
Dubai Food Festival, Gulfood and Dubai Shopping Festival to name a few. Also home to an ever-growing 

infrastructure of the very best hotels, venues and transportation options such as the new Dubai Tram, the emirate 
has become the destination of choice for visitors from around the world – solidifying its reputation as an exciting 

and energetic city that its residents are proud to call home.    

Click Here to view Entry 
Click Here to view Video 

Dublin 
Ohio, United States 

The home of one of the premiere events on the PGA Tour – Jack Nicklaus’ 
Memorial Tournament – and one of the largest Irish festivals in the country, 

Dublin, Ohio is frequently recognized for its top-ranked public education system, 

incomparable public service and its lush green spaces. Headquarters to some of 
the world’s top companies – including, Cardinal Health, The Wendy’s Company 

and Stanley Steemer International – Dublin is located in the northwest corner of 
the Columbus metropolitan service area. It has a residential population of 

43,000 people that blossoms when more than 100,000 visitors arrive for the three-day Dublin Irish Festival, which 

is expanding its blueprint from 28 to 35 acres in Coffman Park. With a slate of community events and a highly 
acclaimed public arts program, Dublin, Ohio has been recognized by Money magazine as one of the hottest places 

to live, and voted Best Suburb in Central Ohio by the readers of Columbus Monthly magazine and in May 2014 was 
named the Happiest Suburb in America. It also has earned honors as one of the Top Seven Intelligent Communities 

in the world by the New York-based Intelligent Community Forum. In 2013, the City of Dublin hosted The 
Presidents Cup making our community the only city in the world to host three of golf’s most prestigious 

international match play competitions – 1987 Ryder Cup, 1998 Solheim Cup and 2013 The Presidents Cup. 

Click Here to View Video 
Click Here to View Entry 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.ifea.com/
http://files.ifea.com/Awards/2014EventCity/2014-IFEAWorldFestivalEventCityAwardENTRY-DubaiUAE.pdf
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Newcastle 
New South Wales, Australia 
Newcastle is well on its way to achieving its vision as a resilient, connected, 

liveable, vibrant, culturally rich, innovative and balanced city. It has made real 

progress toward transforming its reputation from steel city to cosmopolitan 
coastal centre which has not gone unnoticed. It was named one of the top 10 

cities in the world in Lonely Planet’s ‘Best in Travel 2011’ guide and was the 2012 
recipient of the International Festival and Events Association’s Festival City award 

for cities under one million population. Newcastle’s reputation as a can-do city 

and its enthusiastic community ensures that any event that it hosts provides 
organisers and participants with world-class experiences. 

Click Here to view Video 
Click Here to view Entry 
 

Philadelphia 
Pennsylvania, United States 

Famous as the birthplace of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, Philadelphia 
offers much more than cobblestone streets and historical landmarks. Cultural, 

culinary, artistic and ethnic treasures abound in this city and its surrounding 

countryside. 
What makes Philadelphia so memorable is its unique blend of experiences that one 

must discover in person. By day, explore four centuries of history and architecture, 
beautiful neighborhoods, remarkable museum collections and endless shopping. After the sun sets, the city heats 

up with acclaimed performing arts, amazing dining and vibrant nightlife. 

All this and more attracts more than 39 million visitors to the Philadelphia region each year, sustaining 89,000 jobs 
in the hospitality sector and generating approximately $10 billion in annual economic activity.  Philadelphia is a city 

on the rise and has become a world-class destination 
Click Here to view Video 

Click Here to view Entry 
 

São Paulo 
Brazil 
To enjoy São Paulo is to experience infinite possibilities, to live the moment 

intensely, to breathe culture, to fit into whatever is more modern, to get 

acquainted with people from all over the world, to be creative, innovative and 
global in a special way: with Brazilian spice. 

São Paulo is connected, is in a hurry and thirsts for novelty. It is at the top of 
world trends and its blends – from what is contemporary with that of vintage, from what is traditional to that which 

is new, from what is underground to that which is mainstream, from culture to business, from art to street, from 

what is Brazilian to that which is international – make it a fertile land for creativity. This is the major vacation of 
São Paulo, to be a city of everything, everyone and every event!  São Paulo. Experience it all! 

Click Here to View Video 
Click Here to View Entry 

 

Sydney 
New South Wales, Australia 

Sydney’s major festivals and events are integrated into the fabric of the city; they 
unite communities, celebrate life, talent and achievement and communicate Sydney’s 

true essence to the rest of the world. Sydney has a will to succeed as a global events 

city; this is driven by the knowledge that events bring great benefit to the community 
– and the city has much to share with the rest of the world. 

Click Here to view Video 
Click Here to view Entry 

http://www.ifea.com/
http://files.ifea.com/Awards/2014EventCity/IFEAWorldFestival&EventCityAwardWinner2014-Newcastle-Video.mp4
http://files.ifea.com/Awards/2014EventCity/2014IFEAWorldFestivalEventCityAwardEntryNewcastleAustralia.pdf
http://files.ifea.com/Awards/2014EventCity/IFEAWorldFestival&EventCityAwardWinner-Phildadelphia-PA-VIDEO.mp4
http://files.ifea.com/Awards/2014EventCity/2014IFEAWorldFestivalEventCityAwardEntryPhiladelphiaPAUSA.pdf
http://files.ifea.com/Awards/2014EventCity/IFEAWorldFestival&EventCityAwardWinner-Sao%20Paulo-Brazil-VIDEO.mp4
http://files.ifea.com/Awards/2014EventCity/2014IFEAWorldFestivalEventCityAwardEntrySaoPauloBrazil.pdf
http://files.ifea.com/Awards/2014EventCity/IFEAWorldFestival&EventCityAwardWinner2014-Sydney-Video.mp4
http://files.ifea.com/Awards/2014EventCity/2014IFEAWorldFestivalEventCityAwardEntrySydney-Australia.pdf

