
Gettysburg Festival | 113 Carlisle Street | Gettysburg, PA  17325 | 717.334.0853 | ©2013  All Rights Reserved

International Festivals & Events Association 
Pinnacle Award Entry

Category 60
Most Creative/Effective News Stunt

Historical “Taps” Tribute

Press Office Contact Information
Anita Crawford | Springboard Entertainment

anita@springboardentertainment.com | phone: 615.852.7416



Gettysburg Festival | 113 Carlisle Street | Gettysburg, PA  17325 | 717.334.0853 | ©2013  All Rights Reserved

Introduction/Background
[Section 1A]

In its sixth year, the Gettysburg Festival (a 16-time IFEA Pinnacle Award winner) is a sought-out event 
which has grown to become a yearly tradition for the entire family with both area residents and tourists 
alike.  With an average attendance of 23,000 people from 30 states and the District of Columbia, the 
Festival celebrates local talent within the community in the areas of visual arts, culinary arts, theater, 
film, music and children's events, as well as presenting world-renown experts in these categories. 
Traditionally, more than half of the Festival’s events are free and open to the public. Ideally situated in 
historical central Pennsylvania and located within a day’s drive of 60% of the entire North American 
population, the 2013 Gettysburg Festival was held June 8-16.

Gettysburg is often referred to as the town at the crossroads of history. The Gettysburg Festival 
embraces this, providing events which fit within our cultural emphasis while also showcasing our 
historical ties.  This was the catalyst behind the idea for the historical “Taps” Tribute.  2013 is the 150th 
Anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg and the Gettysburg Festival wanted to do something special to 
acknowledge and commemorate this.

A beloved event during the Festival is the two-day Brass Band Festival and one of this year’s featured 
guests was Jari Villenueva, the country’s foremost authority on military bugle calls.  Taking advantage of 
having Villenueva at the event, as well as talented buglers in other bands performing at the Festival, 
organizers pulled from the basic  concept of the popular “flash mob” and put together a “Taps” Tribute, 
the likes of which Gettysburg has never seen.
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Description of News Stunt
[Section 1B, C & D - (E is not applicable)]

At sundown on Saturday, June 8th, 12 buglers - most in period uniform - stepped into position at various iconicly 
historical locations throughout Gettysburg to simultaneously play “Taps,” paying tribute to the soldiers who gave 
their lives for the betterment of our nation during the greatest battle in the Civil War.

At 8:30pm, world renown bugler, Jari Villanueva, took his place in the Lutheran Theological Seminary Cupola - 
where, 150 years ago, Union cavalry commander General John Buford spotted the Confederate army advancing on 
Gettysburg from the west. The other eleven buglers also took their assigned posts... the Eternal Light Peace 
Memorial, Little Round Top, Devil’s Den, Pennsylvania Hall at Gettysburg College, the Virginia Monument, the North 
Carolina Monument, Eisenhower Tower, Doubleday Tower, the Peach Orchard, the Angle, East Cemetery Hill, Culp’s 
Hill Tower and Barlow Knoll. Following a 21 gun salute at the Seminary - heard throughout the town - buglers began 
the call, to the surprise of the unknowing audiences at each location. The reverent musical tribute wafted through 
the breeze to every corner of the historical town.

It was a very moving experience for all involved... both the audiences and the buglers.

Just before the event, Villanueva explained: “Tonight's mass playing of taps is very appropriate in that we are on 
the eve of the greatest battle that ever took place on this continent.   And, as we begin the commemoration 
services leading up to the 150th anniversary of the battle of Gettysburg, it is important for us to remember not only 
those who fought and died here, but also all the soldiers who fought in all the wars since.”

“The opportunity to see Jari Villanueva performing at the Seminary cupola - a very emotional first for him - along 
with 11 others at iconic historic sites around Gettysburg, synchronized, at sunset is a once in a lifetime 
experience,” says Gettysburg Festival Executive Director, Randy Prasse. “We are thrilled how this came together 
and honored to be a part of history.”

A few days later we received a touching letter from James Conant, the bugler at the Angle. Here is an excerpt: “I 
can safely say that rendering ‘Taps’ at The Angle is an experience I  won’t soon forget. I  take away from the entire 
experience the feeling of being honored to render honor. It is an emotional thing, of course, but one cannot escape 
the knowledge of being part of something much, much bigger.”

Wanting the experience to be an unexpected surprise, the Gettysburg Festival alerted media outlets ahead of time 
that something “newsworthy” would be happening and to expect a video late that night.

The Festival had people strategically placed at various locations to capture video and then everyone gathered back 
at the office to edit footage together and blast the press release and video out to media outlets.  Local and 
regional media covered the Tribute and MSN.com posted the video on their homepage.

The “Taps” Tribute was on opening night of the Gettysburg Festival, so we used this as an opportunity to promote 
and garner coverage for the rest of the 10-day event.

Here is a link to the video. It can also be found on the enclosed disc. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=crzs2fIhpn0 
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Challenges/Obstacles
[Section 2]

This is the first year the Gettysburg Festival has done the “Taps” Tribute and we went into it thinking it 
would be a one-time thing.  However, it was such a moving experience and the response was so great 
that we are discussing making this an annual activity.  It is definitely something not to miss.

We did have a few challenges and obstacles, and we learned a few lessons that we can improve upon for 
2014. 

First, there were more buglers/locations than videographers. We would have loved to have someone 
filming at each location, but wanting to keep it a surprise, we just went with the staffers we had 
available to film.  Communication was another small issue. We had one videographer go to a location 
and there was no bugler. We later found out the bugler had moved to a different spot and hadn’t 
thought to contact the crew.

The next obstacle was a short time-frame.  Our goal was to rush back to the office and edit everything 
together so we could get a video to the news outlets for their 11:00pm newscast.  That gave us about an 
hour to pull everything together. After experiencing this great moment and seeing the footage we had, 
we made a decision to put a little more time into the editing and blast it out so everyone had it for their 
morning news deadlines instead.

Even with the challenges, we feel this news stunt was a success.  We have received many memorable 
accounts from people who witnessed the surprise tribute first hand, buglers who took part and those 
who have watched the video.  It was a very moving tribute at a very fitting time.
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Printed Materials 
[Section 3A]

See attached press releases and news clippings.  Local and regional media ran coverage about the 
“Taps” Tribute and MSN.com posted the video on their front page.

Promotional Materials 
[Section 3B]

The “Taps” Tribute was a part of the larger Brass Festival during the Gettysburg Festival.  There was no 
promotion done specifically for the Tribute, as we wanted this to be a surprise during the event, but you 
will find a press release about the overall brass event attached.  The Brass Festival was also included in 
all promotion for the Gettysburg Festival as a whole.

Video Documentation 
[Section 3C]

You will find a copy of the video on the enclosed cd.

Supporting Photographs 
[Section 3D]

Please find these attached, after the press releases and news clippings.
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HISTORIC BUGLE TRIBUTE TAKES PLACE AT SUNDOWN 
DURING GETTYSBURG FESTIVAL 

Twelve Buglers, Including Renown Retired Military Bugler Jari Villanueva, Play “Taps” At Historic 
Locations Throughout Gettysburg  

GETTYSBURG, PA (June 8, 2013) – Twelve buglers, including Jari Villanueva – the country’s foremost 
authority on military bugle calls – played “Taps” at historic locations throughout Gettysburg, PA at 
sundown this evening to pay tribute to fallen soldiers and close out the Brass Band Festival on the first 
day of Gettysburg Festival.  This unique experience was captured on film; the video can be found on 
the Festival website [www.GettysburgFestival.org].   
 
“The opportunity to see world renown bugler, Jari Villanueva, performing at the Seminary cupola,  
along with 11 others at iconic historic sites around Gettysburg, all at one time – synchronized – at 
sunset is a once in a lifetime experience,” says Gettysburg Festival Executive Director, Randy Prasse. 
“We are thrilled how this came together and honored to be a part of history.” 
 
Beginning with a 21 gun salute at the Lutheran Theological Seminary, twelve buglers then stepped into 
place to perform the tribute – Villanueva in the Cupola at the Seminary and the others at their assigned 
posts – the Eternal Peace Light Memorial, Little Round Top, Devil’s Den, Pennsylvania Hall at 
Gettysburg College, the Virginia Monument, North Carolina Monument, Eisenhower Tower, Doubleday 
Tower, Peach Orchard, The Angle, East Cemetery Hill, Culp’s Hill Tower and Barlow Knoll. 
 
Villanueva explains, “Tonight’s mass playing of taps is very appropriate in that we are on the eve of the 
greatest battle that ever took place on this continent.  And, as we begin the commemoration services 
leading up to the 150th anniversary of the battle of Gettysburg, it is important for us to remember not 
only those who fought and died here, but also all the soldiers who fought in all the wars since.” 

A variation of an earlier bugle call known as the “Scott Tattoo,” “Taps” was arranged in its present 
form by Union Army Brigadier General, Daniel Butterfield, who also served as Chief of Staff for General 
Meade and was wounded in Gettysburg.  Oliver Willcox Norton, of the 83rd Regiment, Pennsylvania 
Volunteer Infantry, was the first bugler to sound the iconic call and was present to perform it in 
Gettysburg on the second day of the Battle. Customarily played at funerals for fallen soldiers, “Taps” 
was broadcast around the world for the first time during the funeral for President John F. Kennedy. 

The Gettysburg Festival continues through Sunday, June 16th, offering more than 75 events – all 
celebrating American arts, culture and cuisine – the majority of which are free and open to the public.  
Sunday will host the Children’s Art Festival and Phil Dirt Presents: Surfs Up! A Tribute To the Beach 
Boys. The full listing of events, as well as descriptions and links to purchase tickets can be found online 



at www.GettysburgFestival.org. 

 
ABOUT GETTYSBURG FESTIVAL 
Celebrating its sixth year, the Gettysburg Festival (a 16-time IFEA Pinnacle Award winner) is a sought-
out event, which has grown to become a yearly tradition for the entire family with both area residents 
and tourists alike. With an average attendance of 23,000 people from 30 states and the District of 
Columbia, the Festival celebrates local talent within the community through its Fringe events in the 
areas of visual arts, culinary arts, theater, film, music and children's events, as well as presenting 
world-renown experts in these categories. Past highlights include James Earl Jones narrating A Lincoln 
Portrait, comedy legend Bob Newhart, Kevin Eubanks of Tonight Show fame, former White House Chef 
Walter Scheib and the critically-acclaimed Boston Brass, to name a few. Ideally situated in historical 
central Pennsylvania and located within a day's drive of 60% of the entire North American population, 
Gettysburg Festival 2013 will be held June 8-16th. The Gettysburg Festival is a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization. 
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Historic bugle tribute takes place at sundown 
during Gettysburg Festival
Twelve buglers, including renown retired military bugler Jari Villanueva, played "Taps" at historic locations throughout 
Gettysburg alike.

Bugler at Little Round Top. (COURTESY OF THE GETTYSBURG FESTIVAL)

With an average attendance of 23,000 people from 30 states and the District of Columbia, the Festival celebrates local 
talent within the community through its Fringe events in the areas of visual arts, c Twelve buglers, including Jari 
Villanueva -- a renown retired military bugler -- played "Taps" at historic locations throughout Gettysburg at sundown 
Saturday evening to pay tribute to fallen soldiers and close out the Brass Band Festival on the first day of Gettysburg 
Festival. 

"The opportunity to see world renown bugler, Jari Villanueva, performing at the Seminary cupola, along with 11 others at 
iconic historic sites around Gettysburg, all at one time - synchronized - at sunset is a once in a lifetime experience," says 
Gettysburg Festival Executive Director, Randy Prasse, in a news release. "We are thrilled how this came together and 
honored to be a part of history."

Beginning with a 21 gun salute at the Lutheran Theological Seminary, twelve buglers then stepped into place to perform 
the tribute - Villanueva in the Cupola at the Seminary and the others at their assigned posts - the Eternal Peace Light 
Memorial, Little Round Top, Devil's Den, Pennsylvania Hall at Gettysburg College, the Virginia Monument, North 
Carolina Monument, Eisenhower Tower, Doubleday Tower, Peach Orchard, The Angle, East Cemetery Hill, Culp's Hill 
Tower and Barlow Knoll. 

Villanueva explains in the news release, "[Saturday's] mass playing of taps is very appropriate in that we are on the eve of 
the greatest battle that ever took place on this continent. And, as we begin the commemoration services leading up to the 
150th anniversary of the battle of Gettysburg, it is important for us to remember not only those who fought and died here, 
but also all the soldiers who fought in all the wars since."

A variation of an earlier bugle call known as the "Scott Tattoo," "Taps" was arranged in its present form by Union Army 
Brigadier General, Daniel Butterfield, who also served as Chief of Staff for General Meade and was wounded in 
Gettysburg. Oliver Willcox Norton, of the 83rd Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, was the first bugler to sound 
the iconic call and was present to perform it in Gettysburg on the second day of the Battle. Customarily played at funerals 
for fallen soldiers, "Taps" was broadcast around the world for the first time during the funeral for President John F. 
Kennedy. 



12 military buglers scatter around Gettysburg for 
sunset 'Taps' tribute

Jari Villanueva performs "Taps" in the cupola at the Lutheran Theological Seminary as part of a tribute during the Gettysburg 
Festival. (Gettysburg Festival)

 By Anna Orso | aorso@pennlive.com 
Email the author | Follow on Twitter 
on June 09, 2013 at 9:23 AM, updated June 10, 2013 at 7:31 AM

Twelve military buglers stationed around Gettysburg played “Taps” at sundown Saturday as a tribute to fallen 
soldiers.

The bugle calls wrapped up the Brass Band Festival on the first day of the Gettysburg Festival. One of the 
buglers was Jari Villanueva, who is considered the country’s foremost authority on military bugle calls.

The mass playing of “Taps” began with a 21-gun salute at the Lutheran Theological Seminary and the buglers 
took their posts at historical locations like Little Round Top, Devil’s Den, the North Carolina monument and 
others.

"The opportunity to see world renown bugler Jari Villanueva performing at the Seminary cupola, along with 11 
others at iconic historic sites around Gettysburg, all at one time - synchronized - at sunset is a once in a lifetime 
experience," Gettysburg Festival Executive Director Randy Prasse said in a news release.

The festival continues through June 16 offering events celebrating arts, culture and food. For a full events 
listing, visit www.gettysburgfestival.org. 

Here's a video of the "Taps" tribute, courtesy of the Gettysburg Festival.

Central PA
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GETTYSBURG FESTIVAL CONTINUES 
TRADITION OF CELEBRATING BRASS 

   
Highlights For This Year’s Event Include “History of Taps” Seminar with Jari Villaneuva, Federal 

City Brass Band, PA Volunteer Infantry Fife and Drum, Maryland Defense Force, and More! 

GETTYSBURG, PA (April 19, 2013) – Gettysburg Festival is pleased to present another stellar line-up for 
the Brass Band Festival during its annual 10-day celebration of the arts.  Always a much-loved portion 
of the Festival, this year’s Brass Band event, held June 7 and 8 throughout downtown Gettysburg, will 
feature a seminar on the “History of Taps” with expert, Jari Villaneuva, Federal City Brass Band, 11th 
PA Volunteer Infantry Fife and Drum, Maryland Defense Force, the Wildcat Regiment Band, and more.  
While the Brass Band Festival is free, tickets are required to attend and can be obtained online at 
www.gettysburgfestival.org.  Donations will be welcomed at the event to help cover costs of this free 
event.  All who donate will receive a special commemorative button. 

The two-day brass extravaganza will kick off Friday, June 7th at 3:00pm with the “History of Taps” 
seminar at the train station pavilion with Jari Villaneuva.  A retired Air Force Band bugler, Villaneuva is 
the country’s foremost expert on military bugle calls. As a ceremonial trumpeter, Villanueva 
participated in well over 5,000 ceremonies at Arlington National Cemetery and served as an assistant 
drum major leading The USAF Ceremonial Brass in funerals at Arlington. Villaneuva has been decorated 
with many accomplishments and awards, including induction into the Buglers Hall of Fame in 2007. In 
the program, Villanueva will discuss field music and it's importance during the war and demonstrate 
calls used in both camp and battle, with calls being played on an original Civil War bugle. The event will 
be bookended on Saturday, June 8th with a “Taps” performance at the Cupola of Schmucker Hall at 
Lutheran Seminary as the closing ceremony of the Brass Band Festival. 

Other performances throughout the weekend include Market Street Brass, Gettysburg Brass and the 
Federal City Brass Band on Friday evening at Lincoln Square and the Dobbin House patio and the Brass 
Band Festival on Saturday, featuring the Rockville Brass Band, Benfield Brass Band, Spires Brass Band 
and Chesapeake Brass Band.  Saturday evening will bring performances from 11th PA Volunteer 
Infantry Fife and Drum and the Maryland Defense Force Band.   

“The Brass Band Festival is an important part of Gettysburg Festival as a whole for us,” explains 
Festival Executive Director, Randy Prasse.  “This is a celebration of Gettysburg’s rich history and we are 
proud to welcome Jari Villaneuva, as well as all the bands and participants.  We are also pleased to 
partner with Steinwehr Avenue Business Improvement District to provide Friday night’s performance at 



the Dobbin House and at the American Civil War Wax Museum on Saturday.” 

Additionally, many of Saturday’s performances will be held at the Hill-Unger Pavillion at the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary.  For the full schedule of the two-day Brass Band Festival, including times and 
locations, please visit www.gettysburgfestival.org. 

The celebration of Brass continues the following weekend with a performance from the Wildcat 
Regiment, in service as the Regiment Band of the 105th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, on Saturday, 
June 15th at 2:00pm at the National Park Service Museum and Visitor Center and at 6:00pm for an 
evening concert at the Pennsylvania Memorial on the Battlefield. This  modern re-creation of the Civil 
War band utilizes original instruments and reproduction hand-made uniforms. 
 
	  
ABOUT GETTYSBURG FESTIVAL 
Celebrating its sixth year, the Gettysburg Festival (a 16-time IFEA Pinnacle Award winner) is a sought-
out event, which has grown to become a yearly tradition for the entire family with both area residents 
and tourists alike. With an average attendance of 23,000 people from 30 states and the District of 
Columbia, the Festival celebrates local talent within the community through its Fringe events in the 
areas of visual arts, culinary arts, theater, film, music and children's events, as well as presenting 
world-renown experts in these categories. Past highlights include James Earl Jones narrating A Lincoln 
Portrait, comedy legend Bob Newhart, Kevin Eubanks of Tonight Show fame, former White House Chef 
Walter Scheib and the critically-acclaimed Boston Brass, to name a few. Ideally situated in historical 
central Pennsylvania and located within a day's drive of 60% of the entire North American population, 
Gettysburg Festival 2013 will be held June 8-16th. The Gettysburg Festival is a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization. 

Highlight performances and activities for the 2013 Gettysburg Festival include: CMA’s “New Artist of the 
Year,” Hunter Hayes; iconic romantic trio, The Lettermen; New York Times best-selling author, Jeff 
Shaara; Phil Dirt presents: Surfs Up! A Tribute to the Beach Boys; and perennial favorites, Blues, Beer 
& BBQ; History Meets the Arts Edible Art Tour; and the Children’s Festival. 

For more information about the Gettysburg Festival, the 2013 line-up or tickets to various events, 
please visit our website at www.gettysburgfestival.org. Up-to-the-minute details can be found on 
Twitter and FaceBook. 
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Jari Villanueva, the country’s 
foremost authority on military 
bugle calls, renders “Taps” 
from the Lutheran Theological 
S e m i n a r y C u p o l a d u r i n g 
Gettysburg Festival’s “Taps” 
Tribute on June 8, 2013.


Bugler at Little Round Top, the 
the deadliest battle location and 
the turning point of the Civil 
War.


A bugler poised to begin the call 
of “Taps” at the Eternal Light 
Peace Memorial as a family looks 
on.


