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Description of Vendor 

Family business, Wild Bill’s Olde Fashioned Soda (“Wild Bill”), proudly serves seven unique 

flavors of their Olde Fashioned recipe. Those flavors are: Root Beer, Diet Root Beer, Birch Beer, 

Vanilla Crème, Sarsaparilla, Grape and Orange. The flavors replicate the family’s grandfather’s 

recipes, which he made in his basement. Renato “Nic” Niccolai was a baker by trade and in his 

free time used fresh, local ingredients to make his flavored carbonated beverages. Back then, 

the selection of sodas was much more limited.  

 

Wild Bill is technically a “green” business. Their eco-footprint is much smaller than many other 

comparable businesses and vendors because all of their products are made with reusable or 

recyclable materials. 

 

Starting as a vendor at Dickens on The Strand in 2011, Wild Bill came back to the festival in 

2012. The Olde Fashioned Soda is purchased in a collectible stainless steel barrel mug and 

customers are able to get unlimited refills all day. The Olde Fashioned Soda is also made from 

pure cane sugar and is a gluten and caffeine-free product, so it’s all-natural for consumers. 

 

How the Vendor stands out over all other vendors 

Wild Bill has stood out over all other vendors at Dickens on The Strand for a few reasons: 1) 

Wild Bill’s booths are professional, unique and fit into the overall period theme of the Victorian 

age at the event. 2) Wild Bill’s use and promotion of a reusable stainless steel barrel mug not 

only promotes Dickens on The Strand in itself since the festival’s logo is branded on the mugs, 

but it also reinforces the festival’s ambition to go “greener” by encouraging customers and 

attendees to reuse the mug instead of disposable cups. 3) In 2012, Wild Bill agreed to not only 

purchase two booth spaces, but also sponsor a stage in the festival in order to further 

strengthen their commitment to Dickens on The Strand. Overall, having Wild Bill and their 

collectible mugs at the festival builds brand recognition of both the vendor and Dickens on The 

Strand. 



 

Quantity and quality of service and support to event by Vendor 

Wild Bill’s quality of service throughout the festival was evident as they finally started to run 

out of the collectible mugs near the end of the second (and last) day of the festival in 2012. In 

addition, the quality of support that the Wild Bill staff provided was clear – they were always 

only a phone call or email away for any concerns or questions from Dickens on The Strand staff. 

Their assurances of providing a quality vendor space and product were apparent throughout 

the process and festival itself. In addition, the support and quality service that Wild Bill has 

provided helps improve the return of guests to the festival to get the collectible mug again, as 

well as enjoy Dickens on The Strand in general. 

 

Length of relationship between Vendor and event 

The length of the relationship between Wild Bill’s Olde Fashioned Soda and Galveston Historical 

Foundation’s Dickens on The Strand is two years this month. 

 

Tangible benefits of relationship to both event and Vendor 

The tangible benefits of the relationship between the festival and Wild Bill include, but are not 

limited to: the ability for and proof of both entities to enhance their revenue stream at the 

festival, the decrease in trash as demonstrated by the use of non-disposable cups/mugs and the 

attraction and attractiveness of Wild Bill’s booths themselves at Dickens on The Strand. Wild 

Bill has been told by event attendees that their mugs filled with the Olde Fashioned Soda are 

the best things they bought at the event, especially because of the value, and they will come 

back just to collect next year’s mug. This exposes Wild Bill’s products, originality and capabilities 

to a huge audience that is drawn to the festival and Wild Bill. Additionally, Wild Bill adds variety 

to Dickens on The Strand and its vendor lineup, which adds a broader dimension to the whole 

festival. 

 


