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MEDIA ADVISORY 
 
 
 

MAYOR MUOIO AND CITY COMMISSIONERS BOARD 
‘ AQUA TROLLEY,’  A ROLLING AQUARIUM, PART OF THE 

CITY OF WEST PALM BEACH’S  
TROPICAL HOLIDAY CELEBRATION 

 
WHAT: Mayor Muoio and City Commissioners will jump aboard the must-see 

‘ Downtown Aqua Trolley,’  one of Downtown West Palm Beach’s trolleys 
transformed into a giant aquarium, complete with life-size sea creatures, tropical 
tunes, trivia and a ‘ scuba driver’ for a tropical holiday cruise around Downtown 
on Nov. 30, 2012 at 10:45 a.m.  

 
                        Created by international party planner and designer, Bruce Sutka, the  
                        trolley will be a piece of moving art. Sutka, a West Palm Beach native, has  
                        orchestrated events at Palm Beach’s Mar-a-Lago, Saudi Arabia and the Vatican.  
 
                        The Downtown Aqua Trolley will run from Nov. 30 through Dec. 31, 2012. 
 
                        This year, the City’ s ‘Sand & Sea -Sun’s Greetings’  holiday celebration will  
                        feature a ‘Merry Brigade,’ surprise guests delivering merriment to guests  
                        Downtown, photo opps with live mermaids and seven sand sculptures, depicting  
                        classic holiday scenes with an ‘Under the Sea’  theme throughout Downtown.    
   
                        For a full schedule of holiday events and a map of sand sculpture locations, visit  
                        wpb.org/holiday. 
 
                        Sand & Sea-Sun’s Greetings is sponsored by: KOOL 105.5, WILD 95.5, WJNO  
                          1290, MIA 92.1, 94.3 Real Radio, the West Palm Beach Marriott, Education Gallery  
                          Group, The Downtown Development Authority, Lincoln Culinary Institute, Holiday 

Inn, Hyatt Place, The Palm Beach Post, GATER 98.7  
                          and Coca-Cola. 
 
WHEN: Friday, Nov. 30, 2012, at 10:45 a.m. 
                         
 
WHERE: Downtown West Palm Beach  
                    Mayor will board trolley at the 400 block of Clematis and Dixie 

Highway 
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VISUAL 
OPP: Mayor Muoio riding in a rolling aquarium, complete with life-size sea creatures, 

tropical tunes and a ‘scuba driver.’  
 
MEDIA  
CONTACT: Heather Robbins 

heather@sbrandstrategies.com  
o) 561.630.7739  
c) 561.339.3207  



CALENDAR LISTING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEST PALM BEACH SHARES ‘SAND & SEA -SUN’S GREETINGS’ THIS 
HOLIDAY SEASON AS WPB IS TRANSFORMED INTO TROPICAL 

HOLIDAY WONDERLAND  
See the WORLD’S FIRST  sand-sculpted tropical holiday tree made from 400 tons of sand  

 
WHAT:      The City of West Palm Beach will transform into a tropical holiday  
                        wonderland for its second annual ‘Sand & Sea-Sun’s Greetings’ celebration   
                        this holiday season, with nearly three times more sand than last year. In lieu of the  
                        traditional holiday tree, the WORLD’S FIRST tropical sand tree, made from  
                        400 tons of sand and measuring in at a staggering 35-feet tall, strung with real 
                        lights, will be created at the Waterfront.  
 
                       Six additional sculptures, created from 200 tons of sand, will depict  
                       iconic holiday images with  ‘Under the Sea’  themes throughout Downtown.   
 

 
                      Special holiday events during ‘ Sand & Sea-Sun’s Greetings’  include: 

o Santa’s Gingerbread Cabana : a massive, tropical masterpiece created by Chef 
David Pantone and his students at the Lincoln Culinary Institute. The giant 
gingerbread house display will measure an astounding 12’ tall by 20’ wide! 
 

o Downtown Aqua Trolley: a local trolley will be disguised as a one-of-a-kind 
rolling aquarium featuring giant 3D sea creatures, trivia games, tropical tunes and  
a scuba driver. 

 
o Witness the official lighting of the 35-foot sand tree, decked out in tropical décor, 

on the Waterfront during Clematis by Night on Dec. 6 from 6 to 9 p.m. 
 

o Don’t miss anther breathtaking performance by Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey® as they present A Holiday Circus Spectacular on Dec. 20 during Clematis 
by Night from 6 to 9 p.m. Come experience the magic of the season like never 
before with The Greatest Show On Earth® as we harness the energy of the 



audience to power the performers. Witness superhuman stunts so close, you can 
FEEL it! 
 

o Appearances by live mermaids! 
 

o Holiday twists on your favorite City events including: Screen on the Green, 
Ginger’s Dance Party, Sunday on the Waterfront, The GreenMarket, Jazz on the 
Palm and more! 

 
 
 For a map of the locations and a complete listing of holiday   
 happenings in West Palm Beach, visit www.wpb.org/holiday. 

  
 
 
WHEN:       Sand sculpture carvings begin on Nov. 18, 2012. Sculptures will  
                         be displayed until the New year. 
  
WHERE:     Downtown West Palm Beach, including Waterfront Commons  
 
SPONSORS:  KOOL 105.5, WILD 95.5, WJNO 1290, MIA 92.1,  
                        94.3 Real Radio, The West Palm Beach Marriott,  
                        Education Gallery Group, Lincoln Culinary Institute,  
                        Hyatt Place, Holiday Inn, The Palm Beach Post, GATER 98.7  
                        and Coca-Cola. 
                           
MEDIA  
CONTACT: Heather Robbins 

heather@sbrandstrategies.com  
o) 561.630.7739  c) 561.339.3207  

 



 
 
 
 
WPB NEWS:  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                               Contact: Heather Robbins 

                                                                     Phone: 561.630.7739 
                                                                               Email: heather@sbrandstrategies.com                         

 
WEST PALM BEACH HOLIDAY SEASON TO FEATURE 

WORLD’S FIRST 35 -FOOT SAND-SCULPTED HOLIDAY TREE,  
MONTH OF FESTIVE EVENTS FOR “SAND & SEA -SUN’ S” GREE TINGS  

Month of events features live mermaids, holiday circus, Santa’s Gingerbread Cabana & more! 

 

WEST PALM BEACH, FLA. (November X, 2012) --- The City of West Palm Beach will 

usher in the 2012 holiday season in true Florida style, with 600 tons of sand and a month of 

festive events for its annual ‘Sand & Sea-Sun’s Greetings’  celebration. In lieu of a traditional 

holiday tree, guests can see the world’s �rst tropical sand tree, made from 400 tons of sand 

and measuring a staggering 35-feet tall. It will be strung with real lights and meticulously 

designed in six days on the Waterfront.   

An additional 200 tons of sand will be sculpted into iconic holiday scenes with an 

‘Under the Sea’ theme where sand-created octopus, dolphins and more are engaged in festive 

holiday activities. This year’s “Sand & Sea -Sun’s Greetings” features displays with three times 

more sand than in 2011.   

To officially start the holiday season, the City’s holiday tree lighting is Dec. 6, 2012, at 

7 p.m. during Clematis by Night, the City’s weekly free concert series, which runs from 6 to 9 

p.m.  During the evening, merchants will be at the Lake Pavilion selling items perfect for the 

holiday season, and the Dee Dee Wilde Band will perform. Guests can visit the City’s docks for 

an exclusive sneak peek at the decked-out vessels participating in the Marine Industries 

Association of the Palm Beaches holiday boat parade.  



However, the holidays get a kick-start when Flagler Drive transforms into a giant 

holiday printing press for the Holiday Steamroll on Nov. 17, 2012.  Students from local 

middle and high schools will create amazing tropical holiday images by carving 4’ by 8’ 

woodblocks and then running over them with a steamroller.  The Holiday Steamroll is 

coordinated by local nonprofit, Education Gallery Group (EG2).  The completed images will 

be displayed on street pole banners and nearby sand sculptures.  

During the month of December, guests can see special appearances by real mermaids; a 

‘Merry Brigade’  who will bring holiday cheer to patrons Downtown the first two weeks in 

December; and hop aboard the Downtown Aqua Trolley, a local trolley disguised as a one-of-

a-kind rolling aquarium featuring giant 3-D sea creatures, trivia games, tropical tunes and a 

scuba driver.  

Santa’s Gingerbread Cabana will be a must-see tropical masterpiece; it’s a 

gingerbread house created by Chef David Pantone and his students at the Lincoln Culinary 

Institute.  The display will measure an astounding 12’ tall by 20’ wide and be on show starting 

Dec. 3, 2012, at the Mandel Public Library of West Palm Beach.  

And, the circus is back in town! Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey® presents A 

Holiday Circus Spectacular, an all-new powerful surge of circus entertainment on Dec. 20, 

2012, from 6 to 9 p.m., during Clematis by Night. Witness superhuman stunts so close, you can 

FEEL it! Celebrate as we light up the floor and transform energy and power into megawatts of 

thrills and excitement at this limited holiday performance. 

In addition to all of the special holiday events for Sand & Sea-Sun’s Greetings, guests 

also will see festive twists on favorite City events including Screen on the Green, Ginger’s 

Dance Party, Sunday on the Waterfront, The GreenMarket, Jazz on the Palm and more. 



While Downtown, visitors can marvel at the more than 100,000 twinkling holiday 

lights strewn across Clematis Street in a breathtaking canopy display. The palm trees located 

on Flagler Drive and the Waterfront Commons Great Lawn also will be decked out in holiday 

lights from fronds to trunk, creating a beautiful glow on the Waterfront. 

All events are FREE and open to the public.  For more information about Sand & Sea-

Sun’s Greetings, visit www.wpb.com/holiday.  For the latest information including surprise 

merriment and photos as they’re being sculpted, follow the City of West Palm Beach on 

Facebook and Twitter at @westpalmbch. Use the hash tag, #WPBHoliday to join the 

conversation and post your photos. 

The ‘Sand & Sea -Sun’s Greetings’  month-long holiday celebration made its debut in 

2011, and took home a gold award in the ‘Best New Event’ category at the International 

Festivals and Event Association (IFEA) Awards in Denver, Colorado this summer. The IFEA 

recognizes outstanding accomplishments by festivals and events around the world.  

Sand & Sea-Suns Greetings is sponsored by: KOOL 105.5, WILD 95.5, WJNO 1290, MIA 

92.1, 94.3 Real Radio, the West Palm Beach Marriott, The Palm Beach Post, GATER 98.7 and 

Coca-Cola. 

The holiday tree lighting is sponsored by: Wells Fargo, The Palm Beach Post, West Palm 

Beach Marriott, Coca-Cola, KOOL 105.5, WILD 95.5, WJNO 1290, MIA 92.1, 94.3 Real Radio, 

GATER 98.7, Canvas and Towers and Du�y’s Sports Grill.  

### 



CALENDAR LISTING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIGHTING OF WORLD’S FIRST SAND-SCULPTED 400 TON, 35-FOOT 
TROPICAL HOLIDAY TREE KICKS OFF HOLIDAYS IN  

WEST PALM BEACH 
 
WHAT: The world’s first holiday tree made from 400 tons of sand and measuring in at a 

staggering 35-feet tall will be officially lit on the West Palm Beach Waterfront on 
Dec. 6, 2012, at 7 p.m. The tree will be decked out in tropical décor to match the 
City’s ‘Under the Sea’  theme for this year’s annual ‘ Sand & Sea-Sun’s 
Greetings’  holiday display, which will feature 600 tons of sand sculpted into 
seven festive tropical displays throughout downtown. They will be on display 
until the new year.  

 
                        The holiday tree lighting will take place during Clematis by Night, the City’s 

weekly free concert series on Clematis Street from 6 to 9 p.m. During the 
evening, merchants will be at the Lake Pavilion, selling items perfect for the 
holiday season, and the Dee Dee Wilde Band will perform. 

 
                        Guests can visit the City’s docks for  an exclusive up-close-and-personal look at 

the decked out vessels that participated in the marine industries holiday boat 
parade.  

 
                       The holiday tree lighting is sponsored by: Wells Fargo, The Palm Beach Post,      
                         West Palm Beach Marriott, Coca-Cola, KOOL 105.5, WILD 95.5, WJNO 1290,  
                       MIA 92.1, 94.3 Real Radio, GATER 98.7 and Du�y’s Sports Grill.  
FAST 
FACTS:      This year’s West Palm Beach ‘ Sand & Sea-Sun’s Greetings’  month-long 
                       holiday celebration features sand sculptures created from nearly three times   
                       more sand than last year. Seven sculptures, created from 600 tons of sand, will   
                       depict iconic holiday images with an ‘Under the Sea’ theme throughout   
                       Downtown.   
 
                      Special holiday events during ‘ Sand & Sea-Sun’s  Greetings’  include: 



o Santa’s Gingerbread Cabana : a massive, tropical masterpiece created by Chef 
David Pantone and his students at the Lincoln Culinary Institute. The giant 
gingerbread house display will measure an astounding 12’ tall by 20’ wide!  
 

o Downtown Aqua Trolley: a local trolley will be disguised as a one-of-a-kind 
rolling aquarium featuring  giant 3D sea creatures, trivia games, tropical tunes and 
a scuba driver. 
 

o Appearances by live mermaids! 
 

o Witness the official lighting of the 35-foot sand tree, decked out in tropical décor, 
on the Waterfront during Clematis by Night on Dec. 6 from 6 to 9 p.m. 
 

o Don’t miss anther breathtaking performance by Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey® as they present A Holiday Circus Spectacular on Dec. 20 during Clematis 
by Night from 6 to 9 p.m. Come experience the magic of the season like never 
before with The Greatest Show On Earth® as we harness the energy of the 
audience to power the performers. Witness superhuman stunts so close, you can 
FEEL it! 

 
o Holiday twists on your favorite City events including: Screen on the Green, 

Ginger’s Dance Party, Sunday on the Waterfront, The GreenMarket, Jazz on the 
Palm and more! 

 
 For a map of the locations and a complete listing of holiday   
 happenings in West Palm Beach, visit www.wpb.org/holiday. 

  
 
 
WHEN: Thursday, December 6, 2012 
            6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
                     Tree lighting: 7 p.m.  

 
WHERE: West Palm Beach Waterfront Commons 
  
CONTACT:      For general questions, the community should call the City’s     
                            community events line at 561-822-1515 or visit  
                        www.wpb.org/holiday. 
MEDIA  
CONTACT: Heather Robbins  

heather@sbrandstrategies.com  
                             561.630.7739 
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FFEA Submission 

5. Partnership: Aqua Trolley 

 

vi. TV/Print clips from the Aqua Trolley 

TV: 

November 30, 2012: WPEC: 5 and 5:45 live shot: $750 
November 30, 2012: WPBF: Aqua Trolley: $750 
 

Print and online placements: 

November 29, 2012: Palm Beach Illustrated: ½ page: Winter Sandland: $4,000 
December 3, 2012: PBPulse: Billboard: Sanda Clause is coming to town: $1,500  
December 4, 2012: Palm Beach Post: 10" x 21": (Sanda Clause is coming to town): $8,294.15 
December 4, 2012: MiamiHerald.com: FP Holidays & Santa’s Cabana: $1,500  
December 5, 2012: Palm Beach Illustrated: ½ page: Sandy Holiday Greetings: $4,000 
December 7, 2012: FL Weekly: ½ page: Sand sculptures: $900 
 

Total value of PR efforts: $21,694.15 

Aqua Trolley Media Results
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