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Category 50 
Best Event (Within An Existing Festival) 
International Highland Games Federation  
Women’s World Championships  
Budget $750,000 – $1.5 Million 

  
Overview Information: 
Introduction & Description of the Main Event 
Irish attitude is all you need to experience the Dublin Irish Festival in Dublin, Ohio, USA. For 25 years, the first weekend 
in August has been reserved for what is now the world’s second largest Irish celebration. More than 100,000 Festival 
guests experience a world of Irish music, dance and culture each year. With seven stages, 65 acts and more than 535 
performers, there is truly something for everyone. 
 
The Dublin Irish Festival was proud to welcome the International Highland Games Federation Women’s World 
Championships to Dublin, Ohio. Ten professional athletes representing the United States, Iceland, Scotland and Canada 
competed in this international competition. The International Highland Games Federation is the World governing body for 
Highland Games competitions, many of which occur at festivals and community events. 
 
The championships are also known as the IHGF Official World Heavy Events Championships, being organized by the 
International Highland Games Federation. Past competitors include many of the world's greatest strength athletes such as 
Olympic finalists, World Record holders, Commonwealth Games medal winners, Guinness World Records entrants, 
physique champions, continental and national title holders. 

Competing world class ranking athletes would form five teams of two athletes. It is customary that the 
hosting country is entitled to represent more than one (1) team.  
Team 1- USA 
Team 2– USA   
Team 3– Canada  
Team 4– Britain   
Team 5- Europe (Iceland and Scotland) 
 

Description and purpose/ objective of Event within Festival 
The purpose of the sports field at the Dublin Irish Festival is to provide guests with an opportunity to experience sports of 
the Irish and Celtic cultures, such as Highland Heavy Games, Darts, and Hurling.  
A festival goal is to drive attendance and expose guests to all things Irish. In 2012 this goal was accomplished through 
the Highland Games, which included the Women’s World Championships. The inclusion of the Championships allowed 
guests to gain unique exposure to traditional Celtic athletic events. Furthermore, observation of the women competitors 
participating in a “not so mainstream” athletic event offered festival-goers the chance to fully immerse themselves in the 
social diversity and cultural richness of the Dublin Irish Festival. 

 
Target audience and attendance/ number of participants 
The target audience was sports enthusiasts with Irish and Scottish heritage that follow the Highland Games circuit in the 
Midwest of the United States. In addition, we hoped to attract guests seeking new sports options at the Festival. 
The Highland Games were not a separate ticketed event within the festival and they were included with general 
admission. Since there was no separate head count officially conducted at the Highland Games, estimated attendance 
was approximately 5,000 guests. Due to inclement weather, the number of guests was not a valid indication of the 
success of the promotion. Media responded favorably with positive coverage. 

 
Participants/Athletes 
Team – USA 
 Kate Burton (Washington) 
 Beth Burton (California) 
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Team – USA 
 Ingrid Marcum (Illinois) 
 Emily Burchett (Missouri) 
Team – USA 
 Adrian Wilson  (South Carolina) 

Kelly Ashe (Ohio) 
Team – Canada 
 Alexandra Norman-Ross 
 Laura Reusser 
Team – Europe 
 Sandra Pétursdóttir (Iceland) 
 Alison Rogers (Scotland) 
 

Overall revenue/ expense budget of event 
The Dublin Irish Festival budget for the Highland Games included the following: 
IHGF Sanctioning Fee   IHGF                                                   $1,500      
IHGF Official Judge                          Francis Brebner     $750     
IHGF Official Judge                          Ryan Vierra                                          $750      
Airfare                     Athletes & Staff                          $4000 
Transportation / games                     Athletes & Staff     $200 
Hotel or other                        Athletes & Staff     $800 
Prize Money total               Athletes      $4,000 
Safety Cage     NCAA Approved    $1000 

 
Prize Money breakdown: 
Paid in US Dollars - Cash to the athletes after the event 
1st place Team Overall.  $1000 (equally split between team members) 
2nd place Team Overall.  $900 
3rd place Team Overall.  $800 
4th place Team Overall. $700 
5th place Team Overall.  $600 

 
Tie-in of program to main festival 

Sports are a popular part of Irish culture. The Dublin Irish Festival strives to include new and interesting 
programming that exposes guests to a variety of sports options. 
 

Duration of program (start to finish) and years program has been part of event 
One day event from 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
The World Team Championship includes: 

10:30 a.m. Opening Ceremony 
11 a.m.  9lb Open Stone 
11:30 a.m. Braemar Stone 
12:00 p.m. 14lb weight for distance  
12:30 a.m. 28lb Weight for distance 
1 p.m.  9lb Hammer 
1:45 p.m. 16lb Hammer 
2:30 p.m. 28lb weight over the bar 
4: p.m.  Caber 
5 p.m.  Awards/ Closing Ceremony 
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Description of sponsor/ charity/ volunteer/ school other group involvement with event and benefits to 
each (if applicable) 

Tansky Sawmill Toyota sponsors the Greenfields Sports Area and has done so for three consecutive years. 
They showcase vehicles such as the Tundra during the event, as sports enthusiasts are a large market of 
interest for them. 

 
What makes the event unique and creative? 
In 2011, the Dublin Irish Festival was approached by the International Highland Games Federation (I.H.G.F) to host the 
2012 World Heavy Events Championship Women’s Pro World Team Championships in Dublin, Ohio. The IHGF Women’s 
Professional World Championships, hosted at the Festival, was the first time this event was hosted in Ohio.  
The Highland Games have always been a crowd favorite at the Irish Festival. The inclusion of a women’s competition 
added variety to this annual event and also attracted a new crowd to the Dublin Irish Festival. 

 
Overall effectiveness/ success of program 
A total of three “World Field” records and two “New Field” records were broken during the competition, with the United 
States winning the gold. 
 

3 “World Field” records and 2 “New Field” records  
 Open Stone      Adriane Blewitt 
 Light Weight for Distance   Kate Burton 
 Weight Over Bar    Adriane Blewitt 
 Light Hammer     Kate Burton 
 Heavy Hammer     Kate Burton 

 
Francis Brebner, President of the International Highland Games Federation-“This year’s IHGF Woman’s 
World Team Championships hosted by Dublin Irish Festival was nothing short of magnificent and colorful, with an 
atmosphere so captivating that makes even spectators proud to be part of such a world class event.  We have 
been part of 1,700 games worldwide and would have to say we were both somewhat overwhelmed by the sheer 
magnitude of the Dublin Ohio Irish Festival. Never in our twenty six years of being involved with festivals or 
Highland games have we ever come across an event spanning a mind boggling twenty seven acres packed to 
capacity.”. 
 
Ryan Vierra, Vice President of The International Highland Games Federation-“We would be honored to 
return the IHGF Woman’s World Team Championships back to the Dublin Irish Festival. We would like to express 
our sincere thanks for hosting this major IHGF world class event and we look forward to returning in the near 
future.” 
  

The foundation would like to make Dublin Irish Festival a permanent host of the championships in the USA based upon 
the positive outcome and experience in Dublin, Ohio. 

 
Supporting Question: 
What challenges/ obstacles did you foresee/ encounter in creating the program, and how did you handle 
them? 
The Dublin Irish Festival has hosted Amateur Highland Games competitions in past years; however, the 2012 Festival has 
never accommodated professional-level Highland Games athletes. In order to ensure the safety of both guests and 
competitors during the hammer toss event, the Dublin Irish Festival needed to custom build a NCAA-approved safety 
cage. 
 
Competitor Adriane Blewitt was a potential no show based on a possible spot on the USA Olympic team for the 2012 
Summer Games in London. She would be unable to compete in Dublin, Ohio if she qualified for the Olympic team.  

 
 


