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49 Best Program Within an Event to Benefit a Cause - Hamilton Horticourt 
 
Introduction/Background 
The 2013 PHS Philadelphia Flower Show, “Brilliant!” was presented March 2-10 at the Pennsylvania 
Convention Center. Magnificent floral and garden exhibits, special programming and new attractions paid 
tribute to centuries of influential British culture, culminating in the urbane style of 21st-century London. 
 
Revenues from the Flower Show benefited the year-round work of the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, and 
this year supported PHS City Harvest, the innovative program that brings together a network of urban farmers, 
provides green job training, and grows fresh produce for more than 1,200 families in need each week.   
 
Description New Hamilton Horticourt 
A crowd favorite for decades, the Horticourt at the PHS Philadelphia Flower Show welcomes expert and novice 
gardeners to enter plants for judging by the nation’s most distinguished horticulturists.  

These entries are presented in a straight-forward, no frills manner, allowing the beauty of the plants to take 
center stage. Horticourt highlights include bulbs, succulents, hanging baskets, terrariums, and orchids. As 
visitors admire the skill and dedication that went in to making these plants near-perfect, they also have the 
opportunity to check out the judges’ evaluations. 

In 2013 the Horticourt got a grand makeover, thanks to a $1 million gift from perennial Flower Show exhibitor 
and PHS supporter, Mrs. Samuel M.V. Hamilton. The Horticourt, now renamed The PHS Hamilton Horticourt, 
brought an energizing greenhouse atmosphere to the exhibition/competition area of the Show.   
 
The new overhead structure created a lofty space of strong lines and bold colors, while earthy wood and metal 
details were utilized in the staging, including walls, arbors, shelving, pedestals and benches. A new energy-
efficient LED lighting system brought out the intensity of plant coloring for maximum viewing pleasure. The 
system can be also adjusted to spotlight the best view and temperature for each plant and flower on display.  
 
New interactive signage was also added to the Horticourt, which allowed visitors to view perfect specimens in 
various plant categories. These touch screens and interactive displays informed and educated Flower Show 
guests about the winning entries, and how they compared to the ideal form.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Description of Selected Cause  
• Gardening Awareness & Importance: While the elaborate exhibits at the PHS Philadelphia Flower 

Show display the best in floral design and innovation, the Hamilton Horticourt is considered to be the 
centerpiece of the Show. Dating back to the first Flower Show in 1829, the simple display of native and 
rare plants is what drew in the crowds and piqued an interest in individual gardening.  
 
Gardening has been proven to have a number of mental and physical health benefits, and to reap those 
benefits you don’t have to have a sprawling yard of multiple acres. The Horticourt is an excellent 
example of how small potted plants, succulents, and topiaries make gardening accessible to a variety 
of people; and getting a prize ribbon for your small wonder is great, too. 

 
• Show Involvement & Participation: The phenomenal plant specimens showcased in the Horticourt serve 

as a platform to inspire individuals to get involved in the Flower Show. The Horticourt showcases 
amateur and novice gardener plant entries in their purest and best form, inspiring those who may have 
never thought of entering a plant to get involved. The Horticourt accepts and awards entries from all 
classes, from large exotic plants to small succulents and beyond, and proves that by spending some 
time and effort on garden pursuits, anyone can be a Flower Show exhibitor.  

 
• Inspiring the Next Generation of Great Gardeners: The prestige of the Hamilton Horticourt will continue 

for years through the participation of the next generation of plant enthusiasts, a passionate group of 
young people who enter in the Horticourt each year. Some of the most awarded youth entrants include: 

o Brandon Huber, a student in the horticultural program at Temple University Ambler and 
employee at PHS Meadowbrook Farm. Inspired by his first visit to the Show at age seven, 
Brandon has been entering plants for nearly ten years. Brandon is known for his collection of 
impressive tropicals, carnivorous plants, succulents, and cacti that have won a total of 275 
ribbons.  

o Alexis Berry, a second-generation Horticourt winner, began entering plants in 2005 when she 
was just ten years old. Inspired by her mother (a long-time Flower Show participant), Alexis has 
won two second-place prizes.   

o The Shipley Sprouts Horticultural Club from the Shipley School in Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania. 
Each year, a group of 20-25 students submit between 75 to 100 entries to the Horticourt. Their 
entres, including bulbs, dish gardens, and miniature landscape gardens, have won hundreds of 
ribbons over the years.  

 
Target Audience/Attendance/Participants 
The Horticourt welcomes entries by amateur gardeners of all levels and ages, from the middle school students, 
to beginner home gardeners, to some of the best horticulturists in their fields. Entries include stunning, lovingly 
nurtured plants that have competed in the Horticourt for decades. The numbers of entries (horticulture and 
orchid) have steadily increased over the years, from 3,759 in 2007, to 5,216 in 2013.  
 
Tie-in of Program to Main Event 
The rich history of the Horticourt dates to the first Flower Show in 1829, when the poinsettia from Mexico and 
the exotic bird of paradise were introduced to the American public. Horticourt entries now number more than 
5,200 plants.  
 



 

 

 
 
 
Overall revenue/expense budget of specific program 
The cost to build the new PHS Hamilton Horticourt was $1 million. This generous monetary gift was provided 
by perennial Flower Show exhibitor and PHS supporter, Mrs. Samuel M.V. Hamilton.  
 
Overall Effectiveness/Success of Hamilton Horticourt 
The introduction of the new PHS Hamilton Horticourt was extremely successful. The Horticourt was unveiled at 
a ribbon cutting ceremony at the annual Flower Show Preview Party black-tie event, to a crowd of more than 
2,000 guests, community influencers, and media. The launch resulted in excellent media coverage including 
Mainline Media News, PhillyMag.com, KYW News Radio, and Philadelphia Style Magazine. There was also 
additional broadcast visibility through the television special of the event on 6ABC; this footage was also 
included on a DVD that was available for purchase at the PHS Store at the Show and on ShopPHS.org.  
 
The Horticourt has always been one of the most popular attractions at the show, and this year was no different.  
Each year, entrants show off their horticultural treasures, including a variety of exotic and native plants, and the 
number of entries at the new PHS Hamilton Horticourt was exceptional. The total entries at the 2013 Show 
featured 4,939 hort entries and 277 orchid entries.  
 
 
 



The new PHS Hamilton Horticourt was designed so that Show visitors could see and enjoy all of the competitive entries. 



The lighting in the Horticourt complemented each variety of plant. 



The lighting and spacing of the competitive entries made photographing favorites easy. 



Wide shelves and easy-to-read signage were appreciated by Show visitors. 



Volunteers at the Horticourt’s information desk provided answers to questions about plants and gardening. 



Plants were judged on a variety of criteria by respected volunteers. 



Wide aisles, informative signs, and bright lighting made the Horticourt experience enjoyable and educational for visitors. 
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