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Best Event/Program Within an Event to Benefit a Cause 
OVERVIEW 
A. Introduc on and background of main event 
Over the years BorderFest has transformed into a totally global event that celebrates a different country or 
culture each year. Entertainment and exhibits from these countries provide greater experiences and educa‐

onal opportuni es as the borders are expanded and BorderFest raises its bar of excellence. In keeping with 
BorderFest’s mission of cultural enrichment, arts, educa on, and heritage preserva on, the fes val’s goal is to 
bring the community together in a fun, clean, and safe family environment while at the same me educa ng 
its guests about another culture. A state accepted curriculum wri en by local teachers is provided to more 
than 7,700 students in three school districts to enhance their experience and the culture of the country cele‐
brated each year. 
 
This year, BorderFest “Celebra ng the Cultural Treasures of Mexico”, with 20 stages and entertainment areas 
filled with more than 100 performing groups for all ages and tastes, for families, for young people and for sen‐
iors. Everyone had a great me with singing, dancing, arts & cra s, four parades (one day me and three night‐
ly illuminated parades), kids’ ac vi es, a sea of food of all kinds, a full carnival and con nuous family fun — all 
the things that makes the Rio Grande Valley such a special place, and BorderFest such a memorable experi‐
ence. 
 

educa on and par cipa on. 
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B. Descrip on and purpose/objec ve of Event/Program 

Purpose/Objec ve 
 An outstanding Texan who has contributed to the be erment of our region, state, and na on is selected by Bor‐
derFest each year and honored as “Border Texan of the Year”.   The “Border Texan of the Year” is honored at a dinner 
held the Wednesday evening before BorderFest officially opens on Thursday.  The dinner is a fundraiser in which pro‐
ceeds from this event go to a school, college or university for scholarships.  Each year’s recipient is given the honor of se‐
lec ng to what school scholarship fund the proceeds will be donated. 
  
Descrip on 
 Each year, the BorderFest  Border Texan of the Year Commi ee selects an outstanding Texan who has contribut‐
ed to the be erment of our region, state, and na on by honoring him or her as “Border Texan of the Year”.  The 2013 
recipient was Sam L. Susser, President and Chief Execu ve Officer of Susser Holdings Corpora on  who  has made an in‐
delible mark on the Rio Grande Valley with his more than 200 Stripes stores located in the valley providing 1,000’s of jobs. 
 The Border Texan of the Year award was begun in 1989 to honor Celia Hare Mar n, Chief of Staff for the Con‐
gressman’s office of the 15th Congressional District on her re rement a er 44 years of service to the district.  The event 
was held under a tent during BorderFest at the City Park and was limited to 650 persons. 
  The event was thought to be a one me event; however, fes val organizers realized that there was a long list of 
people who were deserving of this award.  The Border Texan of the Year celebra on has become an annual tradi on.  
Growing in interest and a endance each year, it a racts over a thousand of the Rio Grande Valley businesses, profession‐
al and government leaders to the tradi onal dinner for the honoree.  Proceeds from this event go to a school, college or 
university for scholarships.  Each year’s recipient is given the honor of selec ng to what school scholarship fund the pro‐
ceeds will be donated. 
 The Border Texan of the Year Dinner has now moved indoors to the new State Farm Arena and this year the com‐
mi ee had a record year selling 920 ckets genera ng more than $38,000.00 to be donated to scholarships in 2013. 
 Past recipients of this pres gious award have included U.S. Ambassador to Mexico, Tony Garza, Governor Rick 
Perry, U.S. Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison, U.S. Senator Phil Gramm, U.S. Senator John Cornyn, Ret. General Ricardo 
Sanchez and President George W. Bush. 
 

Past Honorees include:  

Celia Hare Mar n, 1989     Glen E. Roney, 1990 

Morris Atlas, 1991     Congressman E. “Kika” de la Garza, 1992 

Dr. Miguel Nevarez, 1993    Lloyd M. Bentsen, 1994 

Dr. Mario E. Ramirez, 1995    Wayne A. Showers, 1996 

Lt. Governor Bob Bullock, 1997    Governor George W. Bush, 1998 

Charles C. Bu , 1999     Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison, 2000 

Governor Rick Perry, 2001    Senator Phil Gramm, 2002 

Tony Garza, 2003     Joe LaMan a, Jr., 2004 

Senator John Cornyn, 2005    Mike Allen, 2006 

Dr. Shirley A. Reed, 2007    Ret. General Ricardo Sanchez, 2008 

Mayor John David Franz, 2009    Frank N. Boggus, 2010 

 Lieutenant Governor David Dewhurst,  2011  Senator Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa, 2012 
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C. Descrip on of selected charity and why/how it was selected 

 The Border Texan Dinner is a fundraiser in which proceeds from this event go to a school, college or uni‐

versity for scholarships or other non‐profit charity.  Each year’s honored recipient is given the honor of selec ng 

to what school or schools scholarship fund or charity the proceeds will be donated.   

  

 

 

D. Target audience/a endance/number of par cipants 

Target Audience 

Rio Grande Valley business, professional and government leaders. 

  

A endance/number of par cipants 

920 plus BorderFest Commi ee chairs and honorees 

  

E. Tie‐in of program to main event 

 The Border Texan of the Year par cipates in all aspects of BorderFest.   They serve as Grand Marshall  for 

the Budweiser Grand Parade Saturday Morning  and ride in all three illuminated parades.  They are presented at 

all BorderFest func ons including the Walk of Fame Dinner and  Mayor and Ambassadors Luncheon.   

  More than nine hundred twenty of the Rio Grande Valley business, professional and government leaders 
a ended the tradi onal dinner for the honoree which fit well when BorderFests  sponsor Bert Ogden Auto 
mobile Dealer offered delivery directly to the door in beau ful high end Volvos, Cadillac's and Infini es, GMC 
and BMW’s when guests valet parked. The opportunity to offer this service to the select guests was an extra  
benefit to the sponsors ROI. 

 Dos Armadillos Tequila provided entertainment and educa on with a display of their ar s c bo les and 
ar sts on hand sculp ng and pain ng the bo les. 

 The Hidalgo High School JROTC Saber Honor Guard offered an archway of sabers to the red carpet entrance 
welcoming guests. They received ckets to BorderFest, and a dona on to be used toward their compe on 
trips. 

 Suez Energy is a sponsor of the Border Texan Dinner, their target is the business community.  Border Texan 
Dinner a endees are the Rio Grand Valley  business and professional government leaders.  Therefore it is a 
perfect match. 
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F. Dura on of program and years program has been part of event 

This year we celebrated the 25th Border Texan of the year.  It is a one evening event generally held on the 

Thursday opening evening of BorderFest. 

  

G. Overall revenue/expense budget of specific event/program 

Revenue: $88,700.00  Expenses:  $50,148.76  

The net income will go to the Border Texan recipients choice of school or schools for scholarships. 

  

H. Descrip on of sponsor/charity /volunteer/school/other group involvement with event/program and 
benefits to such. 
 More than nine hundred twenty of the Rio Grande Valley business, professional and government leaders 

a ended the tradi onal dinner for the honoree which fit well when BorderFests  sponsor Bert Ogden 
Auto mobile Dealer offered delivery directly to the door in beau ful high end Volvos, Cadillac's and Infin‐
i es, GMC and BMW’s when guests valet parked. The opportunity to offer this service to the select 
guests was an extra  benefit to the sponsors ROI. 

 Dos Armadillos Tequila provided entertainment and educa on with a display of their ar s c bo les and 
ar sts on hand sculp ng and pain ng the bo les. 

 The Hidalgo High School JROTC Saber Honor Guard offered an archway of sabers to the red carpet en‐
trance welcoming guests. They received ckets to BorderFest, and a dona on to be used toward their 
compe on trips. 

 

I. Overall effec veness/success of program 

 In the beginning the Border Texan of the Year event was thought to be a one me event; however, 

fes val organizers realized that there was a long list of people who were deserving of this award.  The Border 

Texan of the Year celebra on has become an annual tradi on.  Growing in interest and a endance each year 

with 2013 a endance a racted more than nine hundred twenty of the Rio Grande Valley business, profes‐

sional and government leaders to the tradi onal dinner for the honoree.  

 The program is so successful that during legisla ve session years state senators and representa ves 

find it so important that they take me to a end and honor the recipient with proclama ons and resolu‐

ons.  
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J. Answer suppor ng ques on 

What did you do to update/change this program from the year before?   
  
 The Border Texan of the Year program has been successful for 25 years.  Each year the theme is 
different to coincide with the BorderFest theme.  This year BorderFest “Celebra ng The Cultural Treasurers 
of Mexico” was the theme.  Decora ons and entertainment fit the theme. 
 BorderFest offered “Valet parking” and our sponsor this year Bert Ogden Automobile Dealer offered 
deliver directly to the door service in beau ful high end Volvos, Cadillac's and Infini 's, GMC and BMW’s.  
The Hidalgo High School JROTC Saber Honor Guard offered an archway of sabers to the red carpet entrance. 
 New sponsor Dos Armadillos Tequila provided entertainment and educa on during the evening 
showcasing their ar sts pain ng the tequila bo les made from clay (a unique specialty of their signature 
bo le) and ar st showcasing sculp ng skills with clay used in the bo les.   
 Entertainment during dinner was furnished by Takinkai a group from the University Autonoma de 
Coahuila, Mexico.  
 The Border Texan of the Year commi ee held a press conference to the kick off mee ng where the 
Border Texan of the Year is tradi onally announced.  The announcement of the selec on was kept a secret 
un l the Press Conference.  Through the excitement of who the choice would be this year and the signifi‐
cance of the event the media turned out in force.  The 2013 Border Texan announced was Sam L. Susser, 
President and Chief Execu ve Officer of Susser Holdings Corpora on  who  has made an indelible mark on 
the Rio Grande Valley with his more than 200 Stripes stores located in the valley providing 1,000’s of jobs. 
  
Were your updates/changes successful? 
  
            A standing room only press conference announcing the 2013 recipient showed the importance of the 
event and the recipient chosen brought more than 920 a endees which made for a very successful event.  
More than $38,000 was raised for scholarships. 































 

BORDERFEST HISTORY 
 BorderFest had its beginnings in 1976 when a commi ee from the Hidalgo Chamber of 

Commerce set out to celebrate American Bicentennial by commemora ng the local border cul‐

ture, the interna onal se ng, and the unique community spirit. The first a empt drew 500 

people; 37 years later there were 91,117 in a endance. 

 Now celebrated each year on the first weekend in March, BorderFest is a four‐day‐plus 

extravaganza staged by the non‐profit BorderFest Associa on, with more than 122 commi ee 

chairmen and co‐chairmen, and over 1,000 enthusias c volunteers.   An enlightened leader‐

ship, a sympathe c city administra on, many business supporters, and a proud ci zenry have 

now brought BorderFest to its 37th year. 

 Named by its fes val peers as the best in Texas 10 years in a row and the Interna onal 

Fes val and Event Associa on honored BorderFest as the best of its kind in the world in 2005, 

2006, 2007, 2008 and  again in 2012. As a non‐profit, the celebra on donates between $50,000 

and $60,000 in scholarships to area youth, and assists community organiza ons in raising mon‐

ey for their own causes. 

 Over the years BorderFest has transformed into a totally global event that celebrates a 

different country each year.  Entertainment and exhibits from these countries provide greater 

experiences and educa onal opportuni es as the borders are expanded and BorderFest raises 

its bar of excellence. 

 This year, BorderFest “Celebrated The Cultural of Mexico” with twenty tented stage 

and entertainment areas  filled with more than 100 performing groups for all ages and tastes, 

for families, for young people and for seniors. Everyone had a great me with singing, dancing, 

arts & cra s, day and nightly illuminated parades, kids’ ac vi es, a sea of food of all kinds, a 

full carnival and con nuous family fun ‐ all the things that makes the Rio Grande Valley such a 

special place, and BorderFest such a memorable experience. 





BORDERFEST MISSION 

 

BorderFest is dedicated to the celebra on of the diverse and unique cultural and musical heritage of 

South Texas and the border area, and to the perpetua on of that heritage through musical performanc‐

es, the arts, entertainment, educa on and par cipa on. 

 

It is now the largest and oldest such celebra on in South Texas, a ended by enthusias c people of all ag‐

es, ethnici es, and tastes from Texas, many of the United States, Canada and Mexico 





“PEPPER” BORDERFEST’S EMISSARY 
A Few Words About “Pepper” 

 The perennial symbol of BorderFest has for many years been a loveable mascot named “Pepper”.  
Each year he takes on a whole new personality, a new presence, and a new importance.  He takes on the 
theme and look of the country or culture BorderFest celebrates every year.  He is everywhere in his new role 
each year as an ac ve “emissary” rather than simply a more passive “mascot”.  He decks himself out as the 
costume of the culture celebrated.  He has been a Hawaiian surfer ou i ed in the lavalava with Maile Lei., a 
Jamaican ou i ed as a Jamaican Pirate in red, green and gold pirates jacket and pirates hat si ng atop his 
head adorned with dreadlocks and prior years he wore red, black and gold silk Chinese vest and Mandarin 
hat helping to “Celebrate China”.  Last year  Pepper was decked out as Sir Pepper in a tradi onal  guard vest 
and hat.  

 In 2013 BorderFest celebrated “The Cultural Treasures of Mexico” and Pepper was decked out as a 
tradi onal Mariachi.  He was in every parade in the Valley, San Antonio, Poteet and Corpus Chris  invi ng 
everyone he saw to BorderFest.  He was virtually everywhere on the BorderFest grounds, being photo‐
graphed with kids and grandparents and everyone in between. 

 Pepper made personal appearances at children’s hospitals, rest homes, at spor ng events in State 
Farm Arena, and every place where he could spread the BorderFest word.  He is joined in many of the ac vi‐

es with his “mascot wife” Cha Cha Rita.  He delivered media gi s to all the media across the valley and visit‐
ed BorderFest sponsors along the way.  Pepper’s posi ve influence is such that he brings smiles to all who 
see him. 

 He was in all BorderFest promo onal materials, in the official logo, on merchandise, and as an ani‐
mated character on the grounds.  One cannot think about BorderFest without thinking about Pepper.  He is 
the face of BorderFest. 






