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Introduction and Background of Toad Suck Daze  

 

In its 32nd year, Toad Suck Daze is one of Arkansas’s largest and most award-winning festivals. This 

three-day family festival takes place the first weekend of May in downtown Conway, Arkansas, and 

attracts approximately 160,000 people. From local and national entertainment to kids’ entertain-

ment; from arts and crafts to anything you can eat on a stick; from the 5K/10K race to the World Fa-

mous Toad Races, Toad Suck Daze has something for everyone. In addition to food and fun, the festi-

val provides funding for education initiatives. Since 1982, Toad Suck Daze has contributed more than 

$1.3 million to scholarships, scholarship endowments and pre-K education funding for students in 

Faulkner County.  

 

In 2013, Toad Suck Daze donated $96,500 to education initiatives: 

 $35,000 was donated to Lifelong Learners Pre-K initiative; 

 $59,000 was awarded to 21 students for scholarships to one of four local colleges/

universities; and 

 $2,500 was placed into the Toad Suck Daze endowment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Description and Purpose of Children’s Programming 

 

Toad Suck Daze is committed to being a family friendly festival, with an emphasis on activities for 

children of all ages. Children’s activities and  

programming can be found in three areas of the  

festival: the Verizon Wireless Toad Dome, the Smith 

Ford Toadal Kids Zone, and Festival Attractions.  

  

The Verizon Wireless Toad Dome is the home of the 

World Famous Championship Toad Races.  Under 
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the direction of the Toad Master, children from all over  

compete throughout the weekend for the championship  

trophy. Besides Toad Races, the Toad Dome features  

performances from local dance, cheerleading, and martial arts 

groups.  

  

The Smith Ford Toadal Kids Zone boasts two stages  

dedicated specifically to children’s entertainment, including   

magicians, clowns, balloon artists, and more. Also, each school  

district in Faulkner Country is represented by choirs or other  

special group performances. Toadal Kids Zone also includes a small 

sand lot and other toys for children.  

 

 

Target Audience and Main Target Age Group 

 

Toad Suck Daze’s target audience is families, specifically families with elementary-aged children.  

This audience is based on the demographic of Conway as well as the number of children’s events at 

the festival.  Surveys in 2012 and 2013 support that the demographic of the festival supports this 

target audience.  

 

Attendance and Number of Participants 

 

Toad Suck Daze has an estimated  

attendance of 160,000 over the  

three-day weekend.  We estimate that 

roughly 65 to 70 percent of those in  

attendance participate in one or more 

of our children’s activities.   

 

 

Activities and Entertainment Provided in Children’s Programming 

 

Verizon Wireless Toad Dome 

Toad Races 

For 32 years, the most unique aspect of Toad Suck 

Daze has been the World Famous Championship 

Toad Races. Throughout the weekend, children of all 

ages line up for their chance to race a toad. With the 

Toad Master’s instructions of “On your mark, get set, 

TOAD!” racing lanes jump to life.  More than 150 

heats will be held during the weekend, all leading up 
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to the Championship race on Sunday. Several 

special races have been added, including the 

VIT (Very Important Toad) Race for city and 

state officials and the Teen Queen Race for 

the state Ms. Teen Pageant held in town  

during Toad Suck Daze weekend. In 2013, 

we added a race for children with special 

needs.  The Toad Suck Daze committee 

teamed up with two local organizations that 

provide pre-school and after-school care for 

local special needs students to ensure that 

the race would be accessible to children with 

physical and mental disabilities.  One of the 

most popular special races is the Jump for Education Race. Each year, International Paper donates 

10,000 Toad Toters. These special boxes used for transporting toads are given to every kindergarten 

through fifth-grade student in the county. Each school sends one student to the Jump for Education 

Race. Many schools hold their own races before the festival to determine their representative. 

Thanks to Wal-Mart, the student who wins the Jump for Education Race receives a computer for 

their school, a computer for him or herself, and a gift certificate for their teacher.  

  

Other Toad Dome Activities 

Between Toad Races, the Toad Dome holds  

exhibitions and demonstrations by a variety of 

groups. Cheerleaders, dance schools, clogging 

groups and martial arts groups all perform. While 

some groups are new each year, there are some 

groups that have been performing at Toad Suck 

Daze for nearly 20 years. On Saturday morning, 

there is both a Baby Crawl and Tricycle Race  

competition for kids ages three months through 

three years. In addition, there are several photo  

opportunities at the Toad Dome.  Our 10-foot inflatable toad gets a lot of attention and children and 

adults can pose with several toad cutouts.  

 

Smith Ford Toadal Kids Zone 

Performances 

With two stages, there is always something to see at 

the Smith Ford Toadal Kids Zone. Clowns, magicians, 

and balloon artists are almost always on stage. Also, 

every elementary school in the county is able to  

perform, whether it is a choir, jump rope team, or 

other special performance group. There is even a 
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children’s pet show on Friday afternoon.  This 

year, Steven’s Puppets Group was brought in and 

there was a special puppet tent all day on  

Saturday.  The group preformed “The Three Little 

Pigs” and “Rumplestiltskin” throughout the day as 

well as having meet-and-greet times with the 

puppeteers.   

  

Play Zone 

Also included in Smith Ford Toadal Kids Zone is 

an open play area. The play area contains a small 

sand lot and lots of small playground toys. The 

open area also includes a changing and feeding 

tent for parents of infants. On Saturday afternoon, 

kids can participate in a dag at the sandlot, which 

is stocked with prizes from Faulkner County  

Library and Sonic Drive-In.  

 

 

Festival Attractions 

In addition to our two main children’s areas, many other activities and attractions are geared toward 

children during Toad Suck Daze.  These attractions include the following: 

 

Tadpole Trot 

The Conway Kiwanis Club and Regions Bank host the Toad Suck Daze 5K/10K in conjunction with 

the Toad Suck Daze festival. After the 5K/10K races 

are finished, they hold the Tadpole Trot for children 

ages 4 through 12. Ages 4 through 8 all compete within 

their own age group in a 200-meter race, ages 9 and 10 

compete together in a 400-meter race, and ages 11 and 

12 compete together in a 800-meter race. Boys and 

girls race separately in each age category. The school 

with the greatest participation (based on percentage of 

enrollment) receives a traveling trophy and $200 to 

their physical education program.  

 

Kids Crawl, Drag and Squirt  

Modeled after the Firefighter Challenge, the Conway 

Fire Department organizes and facilitates the Kids 

Crawl, Drag and Squirt . Preliminaries are scheduled 

at both the local elementary schools and at the 

downtown Fire Station on the Friday of the festival. 
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The finals are moved to a more central festival lo-

cation on Saturday afternoon. With help from a 

firefighter, kids race through an obstacle course 

that includes crawling through a tunnel, knocking 

down targets with a water hose, and rescuing a 

dummy.  

 

Toadal Recycling Contest  

The City of Conway Recycling Center and Faulkner 

County Solid Waste District work with local  

elementary schools to hold a contest for students 

to decorate recycling bins.  Those bins that are functional are used at the festival.  

Those that are not functional are still displayed at the festival for everyone to 

see.  After the festival, the bins are returned to the classrooms for use.  The  

winning bins receive a pizza party and T-shirt for each student in the class.    

 

Toadal Game Zone 

Festival sponsor Conway Corporation hosts the Toadal Game Zone.  This area 

became part of the festival four years ago and continues to grow.  While initially 

added to attract a pre-teen to teen audience, Toadal Game Zone has added  

activities that include a younger age as well.  This area features free video game 

play with Wii and Xbox formats.  Conway Corporation has also added computer 

game play to showcase their high-speed Internet service.  In addition, they have 

added a lighted dance floor for dance and karaoke competitions and open fun.  

 

Amusements 

As a family-oriented festival, there is no shortage 

of carnival rides and other amusements for  

children.  Two years ago, Toad Suck Daze changed 

carnival companies.  The new company is more 

child friendly and has cleaner and safer rides.  

They are required to have at least six “kiddie” 

rides in addition to the larger rides for everyone.   

They also are required to change these rides from 

year to year to make sure the carnival is a new 

experience each year.  Spread throughout the  

festival are other independent amusements,  

including a rock-climbing wall, remote control  

NASCAR racing, a petting zoo, pony rides, and  

bumper boats.   
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Local School Involvement 

 

Toad Suck Daze relies heavily on our local 

school systems to help involve children in 

the festival.  Below are a few ways that lo-

cal schools are involved. 

 

 Toad Toters – Each elementary-

aged child in Faulkner County  

receives a “Toad Toter.”  These 

cardboard boxes are donated and delivered to the schools to be distributed to students.   

Students use them to carry their toads to the festival or school for races. 

 Jump for Education Race – Each elementary school in Faulkner County has the opportunity to 

participate in the Jump for Education Race.  The school picks one representative to compete 

at the festival for a chance to win a computer for the school and for the child.  

 Toadal Kids Zone performances – The Toadal Kids Zone organizers try to ensure that each 

elementary school in Faulkner County has the opportunity to perform on stage at the Toadal 

Kids Zone.  

 Crawl, Drag and Squirt  – The Conway Fire Department holds their preliminary Crawl, Drag 

and Squirt  competitions at the local elementary schools. The school physical education  

teacher incorporates the activity into a lesson plan. 

 Toadal Recycling Contest – Each classroom in Faulkner County has the ability to enter the 

contest to decorate recycle bins to be used at the festival. 

 Special Initiative T-shirts – Toad Suck Daze sells special initiative shirts to businesses and  

organizations in Faulkner County.  These are festival shirts that are sold the month before the 

festival and include the business’s logo on the sleeve.  The local schools are able to use this as 

a fundraiser for their PTO.  For each shirt a school sells with their logo on it, the PTO receives 

$1.  Some schools sell as many as 200 shirts.   

 

 

Overall Revenue and Expense Budget of Children’s Programming 

 

Revenue specific to Children’s Activities: $69,000 

Expense specific to Children’s Activities: $14,000 
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Other Group Involvement in Children’s Programming 

 

As mentioned above, many groups work to make up the overall children’s program at Toad Suck 

Daze.  Below is a list of the major groups involved and a brief description of their involvement. 

 Verizon Wireless – Sponsor of Toad Dome 

 Smith Ford – Sponsor of Toadal Kids Zone  

 Kiwanis Club and Regions Bank – Organizers of the Tadpole Trot 

 Conway Fire Department – Organizers of the Crawl, Drag and Squirt 

 Conway Corporation – Organizers of the Toadal Game Zone 

 City of Conway Sanitation – Organizers of the Toadal Recycle Contest 

 

 

Supporting Question 

 

Each year, the Toad Suck Daze committee looks for new and interesting components to introduce to 

children’s programming at the festival. In 2013, several things were adapted to create a new  

experience for festival attendees.   In the Verizon Wireless Toad Dome, we introduced a toad race for 

children with special needs.  In the past it was brought to our attention that sometimes it was  

difficult for these children to race with others.  By scheduling a specific time for this race, it allows a 

child who may not otherwise be able to race a toad to do so.  In the Smith Ford Toadal Kids Zone, we 

introduced the Stevens Puppet Tent.  The puppet shows took place all day Saturday and were well  

attended.   In the carnival, there were several new rides for children.  Rather than feature the same 

rides year after year, this kept the area exciting and new to everyone. 
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Join the Toad Master for the Toady Woady at the Verizon Wireless Toad Dome.  As the home of the World 

Famous Toad Races, the Verizon Toad Dome is always hopping with excitement.  When not racing watch 

local groups perform. 

FRIDAY, MAY 3 

TIME    ACTIVITY      

4:30 pm   LTD Cloggers  

5:00 pm    VIT Races 

5:30 pm    General Toad Races 

SATURDAY, MAY 4 

TIME    ACTIVITY      

9:00 am    Tricycle Race 

10:00 am   Baby Crawl 

10:30 am   VIT Races 

11:00 am   General Toad Races 

1:00 pm   Jump for Education Race 

2:00 pm   Blackbird Academy of Arts 

2:30 pm    Funk Fusion Academy 

3:00 pm   Special Toad Race 

3:30 pm   General Toad Races 

4:30 pm    Soul Speak Community Dance 

5:00 pm   Hollendars ATA Martial Arts 

5:30 pm   General Toad Races 

SUNDAY, MAY 5 

TIME    ACTIVITY      

1:00 pm    Konway Kickers 

2:00 pm    General Toad Races 

3:00 pm   Championship Toad Races 

 

http://toadsuck.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Childrens-activities-2013.pdf
http://toadsuck.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Childrens-activities-2013.pdf
http://toadsuck.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/Verizon-Toad-Dome-logo.jpg


 

The Smith Ford Toadal Kids Zone is a great place to entertain kids of all ages. With two stages there are 

performances by clowns, magicians, balloon artists, dance and gymnastic groups, school choirs and more. 

Held on the lawn of the Faulkner County Courthouse, there is also room for a children’s play area, sand 

box, petting zoo and pony rides. 

FRIDAY, MAY 3 

TIME  ACTIVITY      LOCATION 

3.45 pm The Balloon Man      Kid’s Stage 

4:15 pm  Pet Country Pet Show    Kid’s Stage 

6:00 pm  Home School Band Concert    Preston Palmer Studios Stage 

6:30 pm  Kid’s Interactive Music with Ron and Jaimee Preston Palmer Studios Stage 

7:00 pm  Instrument Petting Zoo and Student/Instructor Jam Band Preston Palmer Studios Stage 

SATURDAY, MAY 4 

TIME  ACTIVITY      LOCATION 

10:30 am  Ida Burns Scat Cats      Preston Palmer Studios Stage 

10:30 am Tommy Terrific     Kid’s Stage 

10:30 am Three Little Pigs     Stevens Puppet Tent 

11:00 am Mustang Singers     Preston Palmer Studios Stage 

11:00 am Sports Stackers of Greenbrier Eastside  Kid’s Stage 

11:00 am  Rumplestiltskin     Stevens Puppet Tent 

11:30 am  Pride of Woodrow Cummings   Preston Palmer Studios Stage 

11:30 am The Balloon Man     Kid’s Stage 

11:30 am  Meet and Greet with Puppeteers   Stevens Puppet Tent 

12:00 pm  Showstoppers of Greenbrier Westside  Preston Palmer Studios Stage 

12:00 pm Tommy Terrific     Kid’s Stage 

12:00 pm  Three Little Pigs     Stevens Puppet Tent 

12:30 pm  Rumplestiltskin     Stevens Puppet Tent 

1:00 pm  Carolyn Lewis Cougar Choir    Preston Palmer Studios Stage 

1:00 pm Checkers the Clown     Kid’s Stage 

1:00 pm  Meet and Greet with Puppeteers   Stevens Puppet Tent 

1:30 pm  Vilonia Melodies     Preston Palmer Studios Stage 

1:30 pm Tommy Terrific     Kid’s Stage 

2:00 pm  Tiger Tones of Ellen Smith    Preston Palmer Studios Stage 

2:00 pm The Balloon Man     Kid’s Stage 

2:30 pm  Sonshine Academy Dancers     Preston Palmer Studios Stage 

2:30 pm Tommy Terrific     Kid’s Stage 

2:30 pm  Three Little Pigs     Stevens Puppet Tent 

3:00 pm  Radio Disney Rockin Road Show   Preston Palmer Studios Stage 

3:00 pm  Rumplestiltskin     Stevens Puppet Tent 

3:30pam  Meet and Greet with Puppeteers   Stevens Puppet Tent 

4:00 pm  Three Little Pigs     Stevens Puppet Tent 

http://toadsuck.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/Smith-Ford-TKZ-logo.jpg


4:30 pm  Kinder Songs with Brian and Terri Kinder  Preston Palmer Studios Stage 

4:30 pm  Rumplestiltskin     Stevens Puppet Tent 

5:00 pm  Meet and Greet with Puppeteers   Stevens Puppet Tent 

5:30 pm  Toady Prize Dig   

6:00 pm  Folk Stories and Songs with Dylan and Keith Preston Palmer Studios Stage 

6:00 pm  Three Little Pigs     Stevens Puppet Tent 

6:30 pm  DJ/Dubstep 101 with Jacob Reyes   Preston Palmer Studios Stage 

6:30 pm  Rumplestiltskin     Stevens Puppet Tent 

7:00 pm  Meet and Greet with Puppeteers   Stevens Puppet Tent 

7:00 pm  Instrument Petting Zoo and Student/Instructor Jam Band Preston Palmer Studios Stage 

SUNDAY, MAY 5 

TIME  ACTIVITY      LOCATION 

12:30 pm  UCA Community School Guitar Studio   Preston Palmer Studios Stage 

12:30 pm The Balloon Man     Kid’s Stage 

1:30 pm  Theodore Jones Choir    Preston Palmer Studios Stage 

1:30 pm Checkers the Clown     Kid’s Stage 

2:00 pm  Central Arkansas Baton     Preston Palmer Studios Stage 

2:00 pm The Balloon Man     Kid’s Stage 

2:30 pm  Central Arkansas Cheer Force    Preston Palmer Studios Stage 

3:30 pm  Central Arkansas Children’s Choir    Preston Palmer Studios Stage 
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