


A. Introduction and background of main event 

The Des Moines Arts Festival®, Iowa‘s only free, three-day celebration of the arts, celebrated its 16th-annual Festival 

June 28-30, 2013, with an exciting line-up of visual art, live entertainment, film, community outreach, interactive 

activities, eclectic foods, craft beer, and fine wines in Downtown Des Moines‘ Western Gateway Park, attracting more 

than 240,000 guests.  At the heart of the Festival is the juried art fair featuring 185 professional juried artists in 12 

mediums, selected from a pool of 1,104 applicants.  Over the years, the Festival has gained an incredible level of 

respect in the visual artist industry and, as evidenced by the applicant numbers, is widely regarded as one of the top 

visual art shows in the nation. 

 

The dedication to visual art extends to all ages through the Festival‘s Emerging Iowa Artist (EIA) program sponsored 

by Principal Financial Group® and the Des Moines Art Center‘s Nurturing a Student‘s Vision (NSV) program 

sponsored by Hubbell Homes.  Twenty students from colleges and universities were selected to show and sell their 

work as part of the EIA program.  341 students in grades K-12 from Des Moines metro-area schools were featured in 

the 2013 NSV exhibit. 

  

Adults and children of all ages were welcome to engage in a variety of hands-on arts-related activities. Leading the 

way was the award-winning Prairie Meadows Community Outreach Program featuring 22 non-profit organizations 

presenting everything from salsa dance lessons to shaving cream art.  The Principal Financial Group® presented an all

-new community mural project using 980 hand-made tiles created by Festival guests to build a 7' x 35' mural of 

original artwork created by EIA artist Abigail Cooper. If guests didn‘t want to get their hands dirty, exhibiting artists 

demonstrated their craft with over 30 Artist Demonstrations. 

  

The Interrobang Film Festival presented by Nationwide celebrated the art of film throughout the three-day weekend. 

51 films pulled from over one hundred entries from around the world were selected to be part of the public screenings 

played throughout the weekend in the Des Moines Central Library. 

  

The local community was engaged with the Festival through several community outreach programs including the 

Volunteer and Patron Membership Programs, a Habitat for Humanity Blitz Build and Non-Profit Program, which 

allows for local organizations to raise much-needed funds to support arts-related activities year-round.  Over 1,200 

volunteers supported the Festival through a variety of opportunities.  The Patron Membership Program is an easy and 

affordable way for guests to support the arts and to receive VIP access around the Festival.   

  

The Festival‘s going green initiative grew stronger this year with the rejuvenated Hy-Vee Green Arts Sustainability 

Program.  Guests, vendors, and artists were given the opportunity to reduce, reuse, and recycle throughout the event 

at seventeen custom-designed and built Zero Waste Stations. 

  

Entertainment presented a variety of performances on three stages. The Aviva Main Stage experienced record crowds 

on the grass in front of the John and Mary Pappajohn Education Center throughout the weekend with headliners Los 

Lobos and Aaron Neville.  Jazz welcomed guests to the cool and relaxing Jazz & Wine Pavilion presented by 

Meredith.  This laid-back indoor space provided guests the opportunity to sample a variety of wines from Gateway 

Market and enjoy the sounds on the Civic Music Association Stage.  The GuideOne Performing Arts Stage presented 

dance, theatre, music, acrobatics, and martial arts throughout the weekend. 

  

The Des Moines Arts Festival® has truly put Des Moines, Iowa, on the map, drawing more than 2.9 million guests to 

the three-day event during the past 16 years. The Festival has something for everyone to enjoy and it‘s all free to 

attend. 



B. Description and purpose/objective of Children‘s Program 

The 2013 Des Moines Arts Festival® presented the Creative Kid‘s Zone along with children‘s programming and  

interactive arts activities throughout the event. Interactive arts activities are one of the five main pillars of the Festival‘s 

focus on the arts and featured a plethora of projects to engage children of all ages. In addition to these activities, the 

Festival presented Des Moines Art Center‘s Nurturing a Student‘s Vision K-12 Art Exhibition sponsored by Hubbell 

Homes. This exhibition is an opportunity for students in Central Iowa schools to exhibit their artwork. 

 

Children‘s programming included participants in the Festival‘s Prairie Meadows Community Outreach Program, 

Festival sponsor activities, GuideOne Insurance Performing Arts Stage, and Canvas & Cookies. All Festival sponsors 

with an on-site presence are required to present an interactive arts activity, and local non-profit organizations are 

given a free booth at the Festival if they do the same. All of these activities are completely free and thousands of 

children participated in the projects over the three-day event. This year, all on-site participants were challenged to 

offer more engaging and interactive activities. For example, participants in the non-profit program needed to apply to 

receive a booth on-site and provide detailed information on the unique and creative activity that they would host, no 

coloring sheets allowed. 

 

Children‘s Programming included: 

Community Outreach Program  The Des Moines Arts Festival® and Co-Sponsor Prairie Meadows teamed up to present 

the Prairie Meadows Community Outreach Program. The program offered organizations the opportunity to participate 

on-site at the Festival and share their mission to thousands of guests free of charge. In exchange for their free booth 

space, each organization either offered an interactive arts activity for guests or provided volunteers for the Festival.  

Each of the 22 participating organizations provided an interactive arts-related activity—everything from fish painting 

to salsa dancing.  See enclosed supporting materials for a complete list of activities. 

 

Des Moines Art Center‘s Nurturing a Student‘s Vision  Des Moines Art Center‘s Nurturing a Student‘s Vision (NSV) 

sponsored by Hubbell Homes engages students and teachers in grades K-12.  341 pieces of artwork were featured in 

this unique program, highlighting the creativity of Central Iowa‘s students.  341 students from 85 schools participated 

in the NSV program. In addition, a jury selected five student entries to be featured on banners displayed on-site during 

the Des Moines Arts Festival®. At the conclusion of the Festival, the exhibition was moved to the downtown Des Moines 

public library for display throughout the summer. Students were honored at a Visionary Artists‘ Ceremony on Saturday 

morning of the Festival.  Each participating student received a complimentary Student Membership to the Des Moines 

Art Center as well as a Certificate of Appreciation.  In addition, presenting sponsor Hubbell Homes will host a 

reception in Fall 2013 where two students will be presented Des Moines Art Center scholarships.  A drawing will also 

be held to award five schools with $100 in art supplies. 

 

Sponsor Activities  All sponsors participating in the Festival were required to provide an interactive arts related activity.  

Sponsors hosted such activities as spin art or an art contest. 

 

GuideOne Performing Arts Stage  The GuideOne Performing Arts Stage featured an eclectic schedule of performances 

that children could become involved in, from martial arts and dance to juggling and theatre. 

 

Canvas & Cookies Canvas & Cookies was a new program offered at the 2013 Des Moines Arts Festival®. This hands-

on painting class was led by experienced instructors who helped every step of the way. Canvas, supplies, apron, milk 

and cookies were provided.  The sessions were set up so that participants were guided through a step-by-step process 

to create their very own masterpiece.  The best part? Participants went home with their original painting.  



C. Target audience/main target age group 

Children and guests of all ages were welcome and encouraged to participate in the interactive activities throughout the 

Festival. The main target audience of the programming consisted of children of any age. 

 

D. Attendance/number of participants 

Approximate Number of Participants:  21,000 

Festival Attendance:  240,000 

 

E. Activities/entertainment provided 

Community Outreach Program  The Prairie Meadows Community Outreach 

Program offered 22 interactive arts activities for guests—everything from 

fish painting to salsa dancing.  See enclosed supporting materials for a 

complete list of activities. 

 

Sponsor Activities  All sponsors participating in the Festival were required to 

provide an interactive arts related activity.  Sponsors hosted a multitude of 

activities such as spin art. See enclosed supporting materials for a complete 

list of activities. 

 

GuideOne Performing Arts Stage  The GuideOne Performing Arts Stage 

featured an eclectic schedule of performances that children could become 

involved in, from martial arts and dance to juggling and theatre. See 

enclosed supporting materials for a full schedule of acts. 

 

Canvas & Cookies Canvas & Cookies was a new program offered at the 

2013 Des Moines Arts Festival®. This class was another fun way to 

experience art and was led by experienced instructors who helped every 

step of the way. Canvas, supplies, apron, milk and cookies were 

provided.  The sessions were set up so that participants were guided 

through a step-by-step process to create their very own masterpiece.  The 

best part? Participants went home with their original painting, along with a 

fantastic memory.    

 

Paint the Skywalk   Paint the Skywalk combined the innovation of emerging 

Iowa artists with the efforts of the Principal Financial Group® to beautify the 

downtown skywalk system.  Principal is a co-sponsor of the Des Moines Arts 

Festival® and presenter of the Emerging Iowa Artists program. Guests at the 

Festival were invited to help create a mural inspired by the work of 

emerging artist Abigail Cooper, an art student at Grand View College in 

Des Moines. The original image measures 2'x8.5'. Cooper‘s original 

painting was scanned and divided into smaller 1 inch x 1 inch 

images.  Guests transferred their interpretation of the small square onto a 



pre-prepared blank 6 inch x 6 inch masonite panel. The final mural containing 980 panels and measuring nearly 7‘ x 

35‘ will be permanently installed on the wall inside the Downtown Des Moines Skywalk in July. 

 

Paint your own t-shirt   Children loved getting their creative juices flowing while painting their very own t-shirt with 

fabric markers. Two booths for t-shirt decorating were on-site at the Festival, next to the merchandise tents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



F. Local School Involvement 

Hubbell Homes, the Des Moines Art Center, and the Des Moines Arts Festival® hosted Nurturing a Student‘s Vision: 

Celebrating Artists K-12 Student Art Exhibition (NSV) on-site at the Des Moines Arts Festival® on the corner of 13th and 

Locust Street. This year, the exhibit showcased the work of students from 85 schools!   

 

In addition to the exhibition, a jury chose artwork from 5 of the participating students to be made into banners to 

accompany the exhibit on-site at the Festival. After the Festival, the entire exhibit is showcased at the Downtown Public 

Library and banners are displayed at the Des Moines Art Center. The following schools participated in this year's NSV 

exhibit:     

 
Adel Elementary School 

Adel-De Soto-Minburn Middle School 

Altoona Elementary School 

Anderson Elementary School 

Ashland Ridge Elementary School 

Aurora Heights Intermediate School 

Berg Elementary School 

Bergman Academy  

Bondurant-Farrar High School  

Bondurant– Farrar Middle School 

Brubaker Elementary School 

Carlisle Elementary School 

Centennial Elementary School 

Central Elementary School  

Clay Elementary School 

Clive Elementary School 

Colfax-Mingo Elementary School 

Collins-Maxwell High School 

Cowles Montessori School 

Crestview Elementary School 

Crossroads Park Elementary School 

Dallas Center Elementary School 

Dallas Center Grimes High School 

Dallas Center Grimes Middle School 

De Soto Intermediate School 

Delaware Elementary School 

Eason Elementary School 

East High School 

Fairmeadows Elementary School 

Gilbert High School 

Hartford Upper Elementary School 

Hillside Elementary School 

Holy Family School 

Holy Trinity Catholic School 

Hoover High School 

Indianola Middle School 

Interstate 35 Secondary School 

Jensen Elementary School 

Jordan Creek Elementary School 

Kuemper Catholic School 

Lakewood Elementary School 

Lawson Elementary School  

Madison Elementary School 

Martensdale– St. Mary’s Elementary School 

Martensdale– St. Mary’s Jr./Sr. High 

School 

DCG Meadows School 

Melcher-Dallas Elementary School 

Melcher-Dallas High School 

Mitchellville Elementary School 

Newton High School 

North Ridge Elementary School 

Northeast Elementary School 

Northwest Elementary School 

Panorama Elementary School 

PCM Middle School 

Perkins Academy 

Perry Elementary School 

Perry Middle School 

Phenix Elementary School 

Prairie City Elementary School 

Prairie Trail Elementary School 

Rolling Green Elementary School 

Runnells Elementary School 

Sacred Heart School, Boone  

Sacred Heart School, West Des Moines 

Samuelson Elementary School 

South Prairie Elementary School 

Southeast Elementary School 

St. Augustin Catholic School 

St. Pius X Elementary School 

St. Pius X Middle School 

Thomas Jefferson Elementary School 

Twin Cedars Community School 

Valerius Elementary School 

Walnut Hills Elementary School 

Waukee Elementary School 

Waukee Middle School 

WDMCSD Home School Enrichment 

Webster Elementary  School 

West Central Valley Middle School 

Western Hills Elementary School 

Westridge Elementary School 

Willard Elementary School 

Willowbrook Elementary School 

Woodrow Wilson School 



G. Tie-in of program to main event 

The mission of the Des Moines Arts Festival® is to create an opportunity for people of all ages, cultures, and 

backgrounds to embrace the arts. By continuing to expand the children‘s programming and encouraging all on-site 

participants to offer even more creative and interactive arts activities, the Festival fulfilled this mission. 

 

H. Overall Revenue and expense budget of specific program/event 

Overall Revenue/Expense Budget:  Revenue $814,600 / Expenses  $811,575 

Program Revenue/Expense Budget:  Revenue NA / Expenses Combined $21,250 

Festival Attendance:  240,000 

 

I. Description of sponsor/charity/volunteer/school/other involvement with event/program and benefits to each (if 

applicable) 

The sponsors for each activity are featured in all Festival promotional materials, the Festival website, as well as all 

binders that go out to the artists, community non-profits, and the media kit. GuideOne was the sponsor of the 

performing arts stage. 
 

Paint the Skywalk combined the innovation of emerging Iowa artists with the efforts of the Principal Financial Group® 

to beautify the downtown skywalk system. Principal® is a co-sponsor of the Des Moines Arts Festival® and presenter of 

the Emerging Iowa Artists program.  

 

Des Moines Art Center‘s Nurturing a Student‘s Vision (NSV) sponsored by Hubbell Homes engages students and 

teachers in grades K-12.  341 pieces of artwork were featured in this unique program, highlighting the creativity of 

Central Iowa‘s students.  341 students from 85 schools participated in the NSV program. In addition, a jury selected 

five student entries to be featured on banners displayed on-site during the Des Moines Arts Festival®. At the conclusion 

of the Festival, the exhibition was moved to the downtown Des Moines public library for display throughout the 

summer. Students were honored at a Visionary Artists‘ Ceremony on Saturday morning of the Festival.  Each 

participating student received a complimentary Student Membership to the Des Moines Art Center as well as a 

Certificate of Appreciation.  In addition, presenting sponsor Hubbell Homes will host a reception in Fall 2013 where 

two students will be presented Des Moines Art Center scholarships.  A drawing will also be held to award five schools 

with $100 in art supplies. 

 

Prairie Meadows sponsored the Community Outreach Program, involving 22 Des Moines metro area non-profit 

organizations, each of which brought in a creative, unique children‘s activity. These organizations included:  

AARP  

Animal Lifeline of Iowa 

Animal Rescue League of Iowa 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Iowa 

Blank Park Zoo 

Central Iowa Shelter & Services 

Conmigo Early Education Center 

GiGi‘s Playhouse Des Moines 

Greater Des Moines Music Coalition 

HCI Care Services & Visiting Nurse Services of Iowa 

Iowa Environmental Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Iowa Homeless Youth Centers 

Iowa Primate Learning Sanctuary 

Living History Farms 

Mentor Iowa 

Salsa Des Moines 

Science Center of Iowa 

Tree Des Moines, Inc. 

VSA Iowa 

Walnut Creek Church 

Westside Early Education 

The World Food Prize 



J. Duration of program (start to finish) and years program has been part of event 

Children‘s programming, including sponsor activities, the Prairie Meadows Community Outreach Program, the Des 

Moines Art Center‘s Nurturing a Student‘s Vision and the GuideOne Performing Arts Stage have been around for the 

last 16 years. 

 

This was the second year for the Principal Financial Group‘s Paint the Skywalk project.  New this year was Canvas & 

Cookies. 

 

K. What makes the program unique and creative? 

There is nothing quite like what the Des Moines Arts Festival® brings to the community. From the Nurturing a Student‘s 

Vision program to the Community Outreach Program with more than twenty creative activities for kids. These must 

consist of more than ―coloring‖, and are required to be unique activities for kids. These interactive programs highlight 

the creativity of Central Iowa‘s students. 

 

With the help of volunteers from the Des Moines Art Center, the Nurturing a Student‘s Vision Program has blossomed 

into what it is today. Members of the Festival‘s volunteer Event Management Team help to coordinate and run this 

amazing program by mounting artwork, assisting in the jury, assembling walls for the on-site display and arranging 

layout, coordinating volunteers, assisting with the awards ceremony and reception and much more. 

 

At the GuideOne Performing Arts Stage, we believe the variety of entertainment from improv to theater to belly 

dancing truly engaged the Festival guests who were present to watch as well as those who happened to be in the 

Creative Kid‘s Zone at the time. 

 

The sponsor activities involved children and guests in more ways. Paint the Skywalk combines the innovation of 

Emerging Iowa Artists with the efforts of the Principal Financial Group® to beautify the downtown skywalk system. 

Guests at the Des Moines Arts Festival® were invited to help create a mural inspired by the work of emerging artist 

Abigail Cooper, an art student at Grand View College in Des Moines. Cooper‘s original painting was scanned and 

divided into smaller 1 inch x 1 inch images.  Guests transferred their interpretation of the small square onto a 

prepared blank 6 inch x 6 inch masonite panel. The final mural containing 980 panels and measuring nearly 7‘ x 

10‘ will be permanently installed on the wall inside the Des Moines Partnership building‘s skywalk in July. And finally, 

the two t-shirt painting booths were a great hit; children loved painting a picture frame on their very own t-shirt! 

 

L. Overall effectiveness/success of program 

The amazed look on each child‘s face as they participate in the exciting activities at the Festival, the immense 

gratitude and appreciation of parents, and the excitement of guests who are able to interact with the art and each 

other lead to the conclusion that the program is a success. On the Festival front, success can be found in whether your 

sponsors are happy and sustain their involvement with the program. It does and they have renewed for 2014. 

 



SUPPORTING QUESTION- What did you do to update/change this program from the year before? Were your 

updates/changes successful? 

This year the new addition to the multitude of children‘s programming the Des Moines Arts Festival® already offers was 

Canvas & Cookies. Canvas & Cookies gave children an opportunity to be led through step-by-step instruction from an 

experienced teacher in creating their very own masterpiece. The class included canvas, paint, supplies, an apron, milk 

and cookies. Overall, the program went over well and kids enjoyed yet another opportunity to express their creative 

side! 
 

 



COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAM ACTIVIT IES  

Paper Bag Puppets   Create paper bag puppets that reflect intergenerational relationships at play. 

Canvas Painting    Show off your inner Picasso and create a masterpiece on canvas using many different drawing 

tools and art techniques.   

Paper Cup Pets & ―Pin the ID‖   Play ―Pin the ID‖ on the cat or dog, and learn about why pets should have a collar 

and ID tags. Guests can also create pets using paper cups. 

Customizable Wearable Art   Decorate a t-shirt, headband, etc. Sponsored by Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central 

Iowa. 

African Rain Stick   Celebrate the newest expansion to the Blank Park Zoo, the Jaama Kwa 'Connection to Africa 

exhibits, by making an African rain stick!  

Help Decorate a Kid-Sized Cardboard House   Help decorate a kid-sized cardboard house while learning about 

homelessness in Iowa and across the country. Sponsored by Central Iowa Shelter & Services. 

―Magic‖ Masks   Make a ―magic‖ mask by scraping and revealing colors that lie underneath your mask. Sponsored 

by Conmigo Early Education Center. 

Concert Wristband   Make Your Own 80/35 Wristband! If you've ever wished our wristbands were a bit more 

fashionable, then be sure to stop by the Des Moines Music Coalition's booth to make your own! 

Marble Painting   Join GiGi's Playhouse Des Moines for fun with magic marble painting. 

Memory Books   Create your own memory book with HCI Care Services and decorate it with favorite memories. Then, 

take your memory book home with you to continue to add to with more and more memories! 

Gyotaku   Iowa Environmental Council invites you to participate in the ancient Japanese art of Gyotaku-style fish 

printing, of a native Iowa fish. 

Bead Jewelry   ‗Bead a Bracelet‘ to help end youth homelessness in Iowa.  Show your support of Iowa Homeless Youth 

Centers and learn how you can help make a difference in the life of a youth.  

Lexigram Bookmark   Create Lexigram book markers with Iowa Primate Learning Sanctuary. Lexigrams are the 

symbols that the apes use to communicate to humans on their keyboards.  

Farm Animal Art   Color a picture of a farm animal and have it made into a button to wear with Living History Farms. 

Blow-Ink   Guests will receive a straw and a paper plate which will have 2 drops of food coloring on it.  They will blow 

air through the straw and watch the food coloring magically create unique forms of art. 

Get Your Dance On!   Festival–goers of all ages will have the opportunity to watch and learn Latin dances that 

include: Salsa, merengue, cha cha, bachata, and more with Salsa Des Moines. 

Coffee Filter Butterfly   Create a beautiful monarch butterfly out of coffee filters.  

Toy Decorating   Woodturners will use a lathe--machine used to work and shape wood--to demonstrate the turning of 

spinning tops and other assorted, small wooden objects from recycled wood products. Woodcarver demonstrators will 

create critters and creatures to engage visitors, answer questions, and give visitors an active appreciation of how to 

pursue this lifelong hobby to create items for decorative and utility purposes.  

Shaving Cream Art   Guests will enjoy engaging in musical activities with shakers, guitars, and harps with professional 

VSA Iowa teaching artists. Shaving cream art will also be available! Guests will use food coloring to create a beautiful 

tie-dye effect on cardstock. 

Mosaic   Create a colorful mosaic using tissue paper and light glue.  

Create Your Own Sunshine!   Decorate a sun using paper plates, beads and pipe cleaners to take home and hang in 

your window as a reminder of the fun you had at the Des Moines Arts Festival.  

Celery & Lettuce Stamps   Explore original artwork from the beautiful World Food Prize Hall of Laureates. Children 

can use fruits and vegetables to create stamp designs with paint, and can color and decorate black and white versions 

of agricultural artwork. Sponsored by The World Food Prize.  



DES MOINES ART CENTER‘S NURTURING A STUDENT‘S VIS ION: PRESENTED BY HUBBELL  

HOMES 
 

Artwork from Central Iowa‘s youngest artists was on display at the Des Moines Art Center‘s Nurturing a Student's 

Vision presented by Hubbell Homes (NSV). 341 pieces of artwork from students in kindergarten through high school 

were featured in this unique program, highlighting the creativity of Central Iowa‘s students. 
 

341 students from 85 schools participated in the NSV program. In addition, a jury selected five student entries to be 

featured on banners displayed on-site during the Des Moines Arts Festival®. At the conclusion of the Festival, the 

exhibition was moved to the downtown Des Moines public library for display throughout the summer. 
 

Students were honored at a Visionary Artists‘ Ceremony on Saturday morning of the Festival.  Each participating 

student received a complimentary Family Membership to the Des Moines Art Center as well as a Certificate of 

Appreciation.  This ceremony was built into the Festival‘s GuideOne Insurance Performing Arts Stage entertainment 

schedule, allowing even more of an opportunity for students and their families to take part in the festivities to be 

recognized and encouraged to continue along their creative path for years to come. 
 

In addition, presenting sponsor Hubbell Homes will host a reception in Fall 2013 where two students will be presented 

Des Moines Art Center scholarships.  A drawing will also be held to award five schools with $100 in art supplies. 
 

The Nurturing a Student‘s Vision program was developed in 2002 to encourage children in their passion for the arts. 

With the help of volunteers from the Des Moines Art Center, the program has blossomed into what it is today.  

Members of the Festival‘s volunteer Event Management Team help to coordinate and run this amazing program by 

mounting artwork, assisting in the jury, assembling walls for the on-site display and arranging layout, coordinating 

volunteers, assisting with the awards ceremony and reception and much more. 
 

Hubbell Homes is a generous sponsor of the NSV program. Employees of Hubbell Homes get involved on-site, and 

Hubbell president and CEO Rick Tollakson shakes the hand of each participating student as they cross the stage 

during the Visionary Artists‘ Ceremony. 
 

All communications with art teachers from central Iowa are done electronically through email and online forms on the 

Des Moines Arts Festival® Web site. The Nurturing a Student‘s Vision link under the Artists tab on the Festival website 

allowed teachers to download exhibition forms, labels, rules and regulations, and letters to parents. 

Each year, guests and the community can also volunteer to assist on-site at the NSV Exhibit. Volunteers at this exhibit 

help to sort, arrange, and hang artwork on the exhibit panels. And during public viewing of the exhibit, volunteers 

greet visitors, direct visitors to specific school locations within the exhibit, ensure the exhibit tent remains clean of 

debris, and re-hang artwork if necessary. 

 

This fantastic program is just one more way that the Festival showcases local art and artists, and encourages Central 

Iowa‘s youngest artists. And if these children continue to pursue the arts, their career could blossom into participating 

at the Festival as an Emerging Iowa Artist or a professional visual artist! The children‘s program continues to be strong 

and this year we focused on once again increasing the quality and variety of the entertainment on the GuideOne 

Insurance Performing Arts Stage. In past years, it was simply about finding entertainment, mostly done by children, 

however, this year we stepped up our search for acts and came out with a very educational and eclectic schedule.  

 

 

 



CHILDREN‘S ENTERTAINMENT  

The Performing Arts Stage in the Creative Kid‘s Zone featured music, dance, theatre and performances chosen 

especially to delight young audiences during the day. 

 

GUIDEONE PERFORMING ARTS STAGE SCHEDULE  

Ballet of Des Moines Formed in January 2002, Ballet Des Moines is focused on re-establishing a professional ballet 

company in central Iowa. Its vision is to enrich lives in the greater Des Moines area by delivering excellence in the 

performing arts. Ballet Des Moines seeks to fulfill its community‘s need for a full range of dance performances, from 

classical ballets to unique productions with original choreography. 

Bright Giant This music is the soundtrack to an as-yet unconceived documentary of every individual‘s struggle. As seen 

through the eyes of one Josh Davis (formerly of the Josh Davis Band) and interpreted by a brotherhood of the strangest 

souls in the American Midwest: Will Locker (drums), Noah Mass (guitar) and Justin Goes (bass). 

Des Moines Onstage Children‘s Theatre is proud to present ‖Shout‖. When his parents get divorced and he's forced to 

move from New York to a small town in Indiana on the eve of his Bar Mitzvah, Evan Goldman just wants to make 

friends and survive the school year. Easier said than done! With an unforgettable rock score from Tony Award-

winning composer Jason Robert Brown, "13" is a hilarious, grown-up musical for all ages about discovering that cool 

is where you find it, and sometimes where you least expect it 

The Des Moines Community Playhouse performs selections from Legally Blonde The Musical. OMG! Elle Woods' life is 

turned upside down. Instead of a wedding proposal, her boyfriend dumps her. Determined to get him back, Elle 

follows him East and charms her way into Harvard Law. Celebrate girl power with this ridiculously enjoyable musical 

based on the 2001 movie.  

The Eugene Smiles Project was established in 2004 as an original roots rock ‗n‘ roll band in Madison, Wisconsin. 

After spending a short period of time finding their footing, the band rapidly began turning heads during a time when 

live music was seemingly replaced with disc-jockey‘s and club music. Sticking to their roots and the tradition of 

American rock music, the ESP has spun a web of history which includes two full length albums, live performances in 

four Midwest states and also in Canada. Their sophmore album, aptly titled ―My American Radio‖ was awarded two 

Madison Area Music Awards in 2011. 

Farrell‘s Martial Arts Farrell‘s has been training students in martial arts around in and around Des Moines for almost 

30 years. Our mission is to ―Inspire you to live with power and purpose‖. 

Flying Eagles Acrobalance Troupe is a unique performance group based in Des Moines.  They use trust and teamwork 

to ―bridge‖ the gap between athleticism and art.   Their high-flying fun defies gravity with strength, flexibility, and ever

-changing human shapes.  

It‘s Complicated is a young, up and coming 4 piece band that will appeal to your musical senses. Being new does not 

mean inexperienced as all of It's Complicated's members are loaded with experience, coming together to perform a 

high energy, power packed show that appeals to the masses. Capable of all sounds, styles and versatile to play any 

venue, It's Complicated plans on making their mark in the music scene.  

Mambo Soul Dance Company is a group of dance teachers who love dancing and want to share this love with you. 

Mambo Soul is devoted to all forms of Latin Social dance, as well as performing exciting choreographies based on 

solid foundations both musically and as dancers. Mambo Soul will show you the tricks to make techniques you thought 

were hard seem easy, all the while learning the musical indications that will take your dancing as far as you want it to 

go and put you in tune to the rhythm of these amazing dances.  



Michelle Lynn With transformative lyrics and a thoughtful voice, singer-songwriter Michelle Lynn connects the personal 

with the universal - and the spiritual with the profane - by confronting broader themes she finds in and around 

her.  While continuing to write and explore music she has come across a style of New Age Folk that is uniquely 

hers.  She is currently busy promoting her fifth album, Without An Outline (2012).  

Party of Four is a men's acappella group, made up of four Des Moines metro area musicians from Des Moines, 

Indianola, Norwalk, and Urbandale. We have been making close harmony variety music together for several years, 

the past 3 years as Party of Four. Venues at which we have performed include the Downtown Des Moines Farmers 

Market & Winter Market, the Natural Living Expo, the Iowa State Fair, corporate events, private parties, and even a 

couple of wedding receptions. Sit back, relax, and enjoy the sounds of acappella, with Party of Four!  

The Rising Stars® Showchoir was created by Lori Palmisano and Julie Petrando in the Chicagoland area in 

1996. Their goal was to provide a positive environment for young people who wish to explore and develop their skill 

in singing, dancing, and performing during the summer. The Rising Stars® Showchoir seeks to nurture a love of 

performing in students of all ages. Through the music, performers are challenged and encouraged to reach a level of 

excellence while developing pride, confidence, discipline, self-esteem and other important life skills. 

Roberto the Magnificent Skill and comedy are combined in one outstanding and unique entertainment package. 

Roberto‘s success is based on his wild comedic antics and his amazing stunts.  

Yaro Dance Company Yaro Dance Company is a youth ballet company which gives young dancers the chance to  

prepare for a professional career in dance and provides high quality fine arts entertainment for the entire community. 

Zach Svoboda is an exceptionally gifted singer, songwriter, and musician. The melodic, refreshing quality of his voice 

pierces into the core of your being, immersing you in his deep lyrics. Zach‘s music exudes an authentic mixture of 

soulfulness, energy, and passion. He has a profound impact on his audiences.  

 

SPONSOR ACTIVIT IES  

Local Celebrities 

Guests stopped by the WHO-HD 13 booth on the Meredith Corporation lawn to meet on-air personalities. 

 

Paint the Skywalk 

Paint the Skywalk combined the innovation of emerging Iowa artists with the efforts of the Principal Financial Group® 

to beautify the downtown skywalk system.  Principal is a co-sponsor of the Des Moines Arts Festival® and presenter of 

the Emerging Iowa Artists program. Guests at the Festival were invited to help create a mural inspired by the work of 

emerging artist Abigail Cooper, an art student at Grand View College in Des Moines. The original image measures 

2'x8.5'. Cooper‘s original painting was scanned and divided into smaller 1 inch x 1 inch images.  Guests transferred 

their interpretation of the small square onto a prepared blank 6 inch x 6 inch masonite panel. The final mural 

containing 980 panels and measuring nearly 7‘ x 30‘ will be permanently installed on the wall inside the Downtown 

Des Moines Skywalk in July. 

 

Spin Art 

Guests created beautiful spin art at Prairie Meadows booth on the Meredith Corporation lawn. 



 

Spin Art presented by Prairie Meadows 

Principal Financial Group‘s Mural  

Project Underway 

Families enjoying the  

Creative Kid‘s Zone 



 

Nurturing a Student‘s Vision Art Exhibition 

Canvas & Cookies & Corks 





 


