
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
The 500 Festival believes there is nothing that represents the state of Indiana culturally quite 
like the Indianapolis 500®, and our organization is dedicated to enhancing the excitement and 
pride surrounding this world-famous event. The 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500® Education 
Program gives us the dual pleasure of accomplishing that mission while working with Indiana’s 
superior teachers and students to provide an interesting and fulfilling curriculum that shows 
Hoosier fourth graders this spectacular aspect of their culture. 
 
This Education Program is more than a field trip. It is a combination of classroom work based on 
carefully structured curriculum and a Study Trip to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® that 
brings the classroom material to life. The program is packed with information including Indiana 
Academic Standard-based lessons, teacher materials and a DVD. This program is specifically 
designed for fourth graders, since that is the year students study Indiana history. The lessons 
meet academic standards for language arts, health, math, science, social studies, visual arts, 
physical education, but the 500 Festival believes the greatest take-away for the students is 
knowledge and pride in their home state’s unique cultural tradition. 
 
The 500 Festival is proud of the Education Program, and we were honored by the opportunity to 
touch more than 21,000 young lives this year. We are looking forward to 2014 to provide and 
even better educational and cultural experience for Hoosier fourth graders, and help cultivate 
the next generation of race fans. 



 
 
 
Description and Purpose 
 
Since 2004, the 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500® Education Program, presented by 
Indiana University Health has been dedicated to providing a top-notch curriculum to 
Hoosier fourth graders introducing them to the rich history and traditions behind the 
Greatest Spectacle in Racing. 
 
All schools enrolled in the Education Program receive the following at no cost to the 
school: 

• Indiana Academic Standards-based lesson plans designed to give students an 
appreciation of the events and history of the 500 Festival and Indianapolis 500®. 

• The opportunity to attend a Study Trip to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® in 
April or May. Schools enrolled in the in-class portion are not required to 
participate in a Study Trip. Students experience on-site programming designed to 
incorporate the lessons learned in the classroom. Schools attending the Study 
Trips are eligible to apply for a stipend reimbursement to offset some of their 
transportation costs. Study Trip stations include: Flag Station, Health and 
Nutrition Station, Indianapolis Motor Speedway History & Traditions Station, 
Medical Safety Station, Pagoda Experience Station, The Many Careers of 
IndyCar Station and Science of an IndyCar Station. 
 

More than 22,000 students participated in the 2013 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500® 
Education Program, presented by Indiana University Health and nearly 9,000 students 
attended one of our 11 Study Trip dates this year. 
 
Target Audience 
 
The 500 Festival Education Program is designed for Indiana fourth grade students 
because that is the year students study Indiana history. 
 
Detailed description of curriculum 
 
The classroom curriculum segment of the 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500® Education 
Program, presented by Indiana University Health is “‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500.” This 
curriculum guide is sent to fourth grade teachers at schools that sign up to be a part of 
the program. 
 



“‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500” is an Indiana standards-based curriculum designed for 
fourth grade students to foster an understanding and to develop an appreciation of the 
Indianapolis 500® and the 500 Festival. “‘Gearing Up’ for the Indy 500” includes 
language arts, math, science, social studies, visual arts, health and physical education 
lessons. The curriculum also includes an authentic assessment for students to 
showcase their understanding of the Indianapolis 500® and the 500 Festival. 
 
The lesson plans take students through six “gears” that represent different areas of 
study. In each gear, students learn how standards-based skills apply to the 500 Festival 
and IndyCar racing while gaining an appreciation for the cultural icon. 
 
Education Providers/Involvement by local educational institutions 
 
Much of the 500 Festival Education Program takes place in each individual classroom 
with fourth grade teachers walking students through the free curriculum that the 500 
Festival provides. The students work on projects individually and collaborate with other 
students as they discover the significance of the 500 Festival and Indianapolis 500®. 
The curriculum provides teachers with lesson plans and activity sheets to keep students 
engage and excited. 
 
The Study Trips at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway® serve as a one-day enhancement 
to the lessons learned in the classroom. The trips provide an opportunity for the 
students to see what they learned in action. Knowledgeable and passionate volunteers 
serve as the instructors. These volunteers are one of the most vital and delightful 
aspects of the Education Program. Every year they bring incredible expertise and 
enthusiasm to the Study Trips, so students who are experiencing the atmosphere of the 
Indy 500 for the first time get an exciting glimpse into the Greatest Spectacle in Racing 
and its history. 
 
Take-away for attendees 
 
As students learn from these lesson plans we hope that they become engaged in the 
overall sport and the importance the Indy 500 has on the city of Indianapolis. Whether 
students seek out a career in motorsports later in life, or simply become a race fan, this 
Program allows us to reach thousands of eager minds each year; helping us serve our 
purpose to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway®. 

 
 
Duration of Program 
 
The Education Program has been an important part of the 500 Festival’s event schedule 
since 2004, and nearly 200,000 Hoosier students have participated since its inception. 
In addition to the classroom lessons that are sent out each January, the 500 Festival 
and Indianapolis Motor Speedway® offer 11 Study Trips to the world-famous 2.5-mile 
track during April and May. At these Study Trips, students will spend part of a school 



day at the track where they will interact with 500 Festival volunteers and learn about the 
history behind IndyCar and the Indianapolis 500®. 
 
Tie-in to Main Event 
 
The mission of the 500 Festival is to “advocate and celebrate the spirit, heritage and 
legacy of the Indianapolis 500®. Through social, cultural and educational events and 
programs, the 500 Festival enhances the quality of life for all citizens of our 
communities.” 
 
Through the 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500® Education Program, we not only celebrate 
the heritage and legacy of the Indianapolis 500® by teaching fourth grade students 
about the rich history behind the sport and the place that it occurs, but it also teaches 
students about the spirit behind the over 50 years of the 500 Festival and the nearly 100 
years of racing the Indy 500 at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway®. Each year, with the 
Education Program, the 500 Festival educates thousands of students and creates race 
fans throughout the state of Indiana. 
 
Description of Sponsor Involvement 
 
The sponsors of the 500 Festival & Indianapolis 500® Education Program, presented by 
IU Health are the 500 Festival Foundation, Indianapolis Motor Speedway®, Indiana 
University Health, Methodist Health Foundation, AAA Hoosier Motor Club, the American 
Dairy Association of Indiana, Inc., BKD, LLP and the IZOD IndyCar Series. 
 
The Indianapolis Motor Speedway, as a key sponsor for this program provides the 500 
Festival with support in creating the free student booklet that is sent to all students who 
participate, in addition to helping update the student curriculum each year. As a partner, 
all students who participate in a Study Trip as part of the Education Program do not pay 
an admission fee (to the Speedway or to the IMS Hall of Fame Museum), making it 
more affordable for schools from throughout Indiana to attend. 
 
In addition to the “Fit to Win” video that is included in the curriculum DVD, Indiana 
University Health, as the presenting sponsor, hosts the Health & Nutrition Station at all 
Study Trip dates. The Health & Nutrition Station invites all students, teachers, and 
chaperones to follow along with a video of James Hinchcliffe, IZOD IndyCar driver, as 
he stretches and works out. This teaches students to not only get up and get moving, 
but also how to live a healthy lifestyle, which ties into our state’s health initiative. 
 
IZOD IndyCar Series, in addition to providing bookmarks for all participants in the in-
class mailing, the series also secures a show car to be at all Study Trip dates. This 
allows students to view an IndyCar up close and personal, in addition to learning about 
what makes an IndyCar go fast by viewing it from a first-hand experience.  
 
 
 



Description of Volunteer Involvement 
 
Each year, we utilize more than 500 volunteers for the 11 Study Trip dates that we 
produce. Volunteers help guide schools throughout the Speedway grounds to their 
different station lessons, as well as teach students at each of the seven educational 
stations. 
 
Overall Effectiveness/Success  
 
Listed below are important numbers regarding the 2012 and 2013 Education Programs. 
In addition to the overall growth of the Program, in 2013 we had a record-breaking 
number of schools attend. Previously, the largest number of schools to participate was 
352, which was in 2008. 
 
Education Program (by the numbers) 2012 2013 
Schools Registered 320 369 
Returning Schools 269 299 
New Schools 51 

 
70 

Number of Students 
 

21,646 
 

23,839 
 

Number of Classrooms 860 980 
Schools Attending Study Trip 140 173 
Number of Students Visiting IMS 8,397 10,476 
Number of Study Trip dates 9 11 
 
In addition to the figures, the feedback the 500 Festival receives from educators serves 
as inspiration to enhance the overall experience each year. 
 
“I have lived in Indiana my entire life, and I learned things about the 500 from this study! 
Thank you for providing the materials for my students - - they enjoyed learning about 
the history and traditions of the 500.” (Mrs. Gwen Keaton, Blackhawk Christian School) 
 
“The content that comes with the trip, the lessons, DVD, and materials are wonderful 
and get the kids excited about our trip and about racing in general.” (Teacher response 
from survey) 
 
“My class really liked the trip and had nothing but positive things to say about it. It was 
great to allow them the opportunity to be at the track. Many of my students had never 
been there before. They really liked kissing the bricks!” (Kim Knippenberg, Zion 
Lutheran School) 
 
“I have enjoyed the 500 study trip and curriculum pieces each year.  I told my fellow 4th 
grade teachers I learn something every year.  I think my favorite station is the heritage 
and traditions.  I appreciate the program and being able to particpate each year.  Please 
thank the team and volunteers!!” (Tricia McPherson, Batesville Elementary) 



 
“I just wanted to email and say how AWESOME the education program packet was this 
year. My kids are LOVING every activity and all of the information. The DVD is superb 
and I even took it home to show my husband. Thank you again for all of the great 
materials and I look forward to participating next year again!” (Nancy McDowell, Maple 
Grove Elementary) 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
In 2013, the 500 Festival and Indianapolis Motor Speedway® hosted 11 Study Trips for Indiana 
fourth graders during April and May. These educational trips provide the opportunity for students 
to experience the history encased in the Speedway first-hand after studying it in the classroom. 
 
Students spent their Study Trip day rotating through different stations where knowledgeable and 
passionate volunteers taught them about different aspects of the Speedway and IndyCar racing. 
The motorsports industry offers the unique opportunity to engage students in standard-sound 
education – with the math involved in timing and scoring, with the richness of the Indiana 
history, with the science behind the cars and the safety equipment and more – while making the 
learning a memorable, fun and exciting experience! 



 

 
“What did you do to update/change this program from the year before? Were your 
updates/changes successful? Please provide measurable results/examples.” 
 
Each year, we update the “Gearing Up” Curriculum to make sure the lesson plans, 
activities and worksheets are on par with the state’s initiative not only for its in-class 
Academic Standards, but the standards set for all ISTEP testing (Indiana Statewide 
Testing for Educational Progress). Keeping that in mind, included in our curriculum this 
year was a close-reading activity which is an activity included in all fourth grade ISTEP 
tests. This activity allows students to develop a better understating of the text through 
text-dependent questions. The close-reading activity that was added was based on the 
Student Information Text that we provide to each participant of the Program. 
 
Additionally, each year, we hope that all students attain the same excitement for the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway® and the Indianapolis 500®, whether they are able to 
attend the Study Trip or not. This year, to not only enhance the excitement within fourth 
grade classrooms but within each school participating, we provided all registered 
schools a copy of either “Indy 500: The Short Chute Edition” or “How Much Do You 
Really Know about the Indianapolis 500?” for their school libraries. It is with this gift that 
we hope either students prior to fourth grade become enthusiastic about the Program, 
or fifth/sixth grade students continue to learn and become involved with the Speedway. 
Teachers received the book with open arms, many stating it was an unexpected, but a 
well-received, surprise. Included below is one of the emails we received in response: 

 
Valerie, 
Thank you so much for sending the book “How Much do you Really Know About 
the Indianapolis 500?” as a gift! The kids in 4th grade are going to love it, and this 
will be a wonderful tool to use for preparing our future students before we are 
able to come on future field trips! What a wonderful “treat” to find in my mailbox 
after our 1st day of ISTEP testing 
 
Mrs. Amanda Britt 
Forest Dale Elementary 
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