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Best Educational Program – 46

The WOW! Percussion Specialist Academy 
at the Music for All Summer Symposium

A. Introduction and background of main event

For 38 years, Music for All (MFA) has offered its Summer Symposium as “America’s Camp” for the scholastic 
music education community. The Summer Symposium, a weeklong residential instrumental leadership camp, 
is the place where Music for All brings together the national scholastic music education family of  students 
and educators to extend hands-on training and experiences in the instrumental performing arts and student 
leadership development.

Each year, almost 1,100 campers (students and teachers) come together from more than 30 states and 
several foreign countries to celebrate music education and gain new ideas and experiences in pedagogy and 
leadership, and to get a jump-start on planning for their programs at home. 

The focus of  the MFA Summer Symposium’s curriculum for teachers is on elevation of  their pedagogical 
program, community building and, ultimately, strengthening the positive impact they have with their students 
and their communities. The Summer Symposium is Music for All’s “ignition and accelerator experience” 
and a key strategy in forwarding our vision and commitment to ensure that every child across America has access and 
opportunity to participate in active music making in his or her scholastic environment.

The 2013 MFA Summer Symposium was held at and in collaboration with Ball State University in Muncie, 
IN. For one week, the camp was filled with motivated and like-minded students, teachers, music industry 
professionals and world-class performers in an environment that has been called “magical” by both 
participants and faculty.

Each year, the program focuses attention on the areas of  greatest need, concern and opportunity. The 
nominated Percussion Specialist Academy is Music for All’s newest innovation to answer specific needs in the 
scholastic music education community.
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B. Description and purpose/objective of Educational Program

All program and event offerings at Music for All are designed in support of  our organization’s mission, vision 
and strategic plan. 

MFA uses its national profile programming to model, showcase, recognize and provide individual, teacher and 
organizational examples of  music performance excellence and achievement. Music for All’s programmatic 
model is designed to mirror, supplement and extend the classroom and performance model adopted in most 
American scholastic settings.

Individual and specialist instruction has been a growing part of  the scholastic music education environment. 
The solitary, generalist band director will not provide modern day success. Teachers need help and that help 
in percussion and color guard has, more often than not, come from the ranks of  good and talented past 
participants making a living as unlicensed “specialists” hired by booster parents and band directors. These 
instructors impact thousands of  students with a degree of  talent and a passion for the art and activity, but 
with often limited formal training and experience in the day-to-day responsibilities that accompany teaching 
school groups. 

Music for All has offered percussion instructor and color guard instructor training at this Summer 
Symposium for almost a dozen years. In our current strategic plan, we are re-examining each of  our programs 
to ensure that we continue to provide and model “cutting edge” pedagogy, instruction and philosophies. The 
WOW! Percussion Specialist Academy is the first teacher-training course resulting from our commitment to 
our strategic plan.

In 2012, MFA suspended its Drum Instructor Academy while it took time to redefine and expand the 
pedagogy of  offerings in its “instructor” academies. Summer 2013 marked the launch of  the new WOW! 
Percussion Specialist Academy at the Summer Symposium, to be followed in 2014 by a similar content 
update/revamp for our Color Guard Instructor Academy.

Three new essential elements formed the foundation of  our revised strategies for these programs. We 
committed to create and offer:

•	 Contemporary musical instruction and instruction tools which reflect the offerings and address the needs 
and opportunities for students in today’s scholastic environment.

•	 A foundation for leadership and community-building based instruction, supportive of  the schools’ 
entire arts and general education programming.

• The administrative and ethical content needed to prepare and guide non-licensed persons serving 
children in our scholastic music education communities.

What had been offered as a freestanding one-week opportunity available to any person has expanded to create 
a two-year curriculum intended to meet the objectives stated above.

The needs we were answering included:

• Ensuring strong teaching and program models for the larger scholastic music programs that reflect 
the core and center of  MFA’s mission.

• Supporting and extending the leadership-based teaching and program operations models upon 
which MFA has built its reputation and legacy.

• Developing loyal supporters of  MFA and its programming by providing value to the professionals 
that teach the programs we serve and hope to serve.

• Answering a societal need and MFA board-dictated responsibility to staff  to address proactively 
the personal conduct and ethical behavior issues becoming all too common in the educational 
community and society.
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C. Target audience/attendance/ number of participants

Our instructor academies are targeted at unlicensed/uncertified “teachers,” as well as degreed educators, who 
will have direct engagement with student participants in the percussion/drumline and color guard portions of  
scholastic music education programs. Our marketing initiatives targeted and focused on practicing specialists 
in these areas, persons seeking these opportunities and the licensed teachers and band booster programs 
they serve and may serve. The goal was to provide a platform for developing and delivering standard-setting 
content.

While the numbers in attendance in 2013 are small compared to the total number in the field, the successes 
of  the program were in its creation, its content and curriculum, the establishment of  the programs as a model 
for the future, and attendance numbers that exceeded budgeted and goal numbers.

We budgeted only five participants for the WOW! Percussion Specialist Academy in 2013. We were very 
happy to enroll nine (180% of  budget). Our two Academies (Color Guard and Percussion) enrolled 17 
students, one below our strategic objectives and 94% of  budgeted enrollment. While these numbers appeared 
modest, they were reasonable for the launch of  essentially “new” programming and maintenance of  a 
“dated” one. 

Even with these numbers, we were able to provide an amazing amount of  instruction and instructional 
talent by leveraging and extending the resources of  our student percussion and band director faculties to the 
WOW! Percussion Specialist Academy experience. Shared facilities and equipment plus shared administrative 
costs and expenses plus shared honorariums and travel expenses equaled a “WOW” experience with a minimal 
budget and corresponding fiscal risk.
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D. Provide a detailed description of the education program/curriculum

The WOW! Percussion Specialist Academy was created to 
rebrand and re-launch a percussion teacher-training program 
that had existed at past MFA Summer Symposiums. The original 
program was suspended in 2012 in favor of  developing a new 
model intended to meet the strategic objectives outlined in 
Section C. above. The results met and exceeded our expectations.

The WOW! Percussion Specialist Academy is an immersion experience for percussion specialists that takes a modern 
approach to give it an innovative, WOW factor. The curriculum includes pedagogy the puts a WOW into the 
participant’s knowledge base and drive for teaching and student success. Put simply, it (the WOW!) stands for:

 W – World class immersion in relevant concepts
 O – Ownership in all aspects of  a modern educational environment
 W – Winning concepts for the modern percussion specialist and program

We took the one-year, opt-in program format to create a two-year, sequential certification program that 
models Music for All standards and commitments for its participants and the industry.

The 2013 WOW Curriculum included Educational Immersion, Technology and Application Opportunity Results. 
Teaching topics included:

• Generating Leadership and the Healthy Learning Spark
• Ethics and YOU Choosing the Right Path
• Branding Your Program
• Fine Arts Department Advice
• The History of  Percussion and Essential Literature
• The Concert Percussion Secret (Tools/Strategies for Success)
• Starting and Maintaining a Successful Indoor Percussion Program
• Preventive Medicine for the Drummer in You
• Booster Parents and Percussion
• Recruiting 101 and Creative Fundraising
• The Smart Approach to Marching an Indoor Percussion Audio and Visual C   

Composition
• Creating Sponsorship Opportunities
• 21st-century Assessment: Use of  Smart Music®-the ultimate assessment tool
• Demystifying the digital audio workstation: hands-on creation and implementation
• Immersive Learning with Summer Symposium students and special professional guest artists

In addition to sessions within their own track, attendees also benefited from the opportunity to cross over 
and observe teaching in the other ten student and teacher divisions of  the Summer Symposium; experience 
one-on-one, scheduled interaction with master teachers and practitioners; and grow and flourish in an 
environment that included more than 250 like-minded peers from across the nation. 

Most critical, and extending for the first time to each of  our teaching academies, the Music for All WOW! 
Percussion Specialist Academy (and the color guard academy) began to offer a	certificate	of 	attendance	for	two-
year participants in the program, offered only with the knowledge and assurance that attendees participated in 
required ethical, administrative details, student leadership and development, and communications sessions. 
For the participants and prospective employers alike, this new Certificate of  Attendance adds extended value 
and assurances that MFA Academy participants are at least aware and instructed/exposed to (on multiple 
occasions) the professional, ethical and pedagogical expectations of  adults working with children in a 
scholastic setting.

!OW W
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E. Who provided the education and in what setting?

The WOW! Percussion Specialist Academy was developed and 
coordinated by Michael McIntosh, Percussion Specialist Academy 
and MFA Summer Symposium Percussion Coordinator. Michael was 

supported by a national faculty and team of  experts 
whose names and affiliations are below. All of  the 
teaching was done at Ball State University in a summer 
camp setting that included 850+ student campers, 
101 teacher campers, a national faculty of  150+, and 
a festival/performance atmosphere including nightly 
concerts by professional artists and other special 

performances, in addition to networking and social 
opportunities.

The WOW specific faculty included (many shown at left):
•	Michael McIntosh – Division Coordinator; Percussion Designer, 

Composer, Adjudicator; B.A. in Music, Ball State University 
•	 John Kilkenny – Director of  Percussion at George Mason University
•	 Tom Aungst – Percussion Director for the Dartmouth (MA) Public 

Schools; seven-time DCI World Champion percussion instructor
•	 Tom McGillen – Adjunct Professor of  Percussion at the University of  

Tulsa
•	 Tony Nunez – Marching percussion and design specialist and arranger 

and visual designer at South Hills (CA) High School
•	 Joel Tetzlaff - Yamaha Corporation of  America, Band & Orchestral 

Division (B.A. in Percussion Performance, Minnesota State University - 
Mankato)

•	 Chris Dolson - Yamaha Corporation of  America, Band & Orchestral 
Division (B.A. in Percussion Performance, Illinois State University)

•	Dr. Nathan Daughtrey – Visiting Lecturer of  Percussion and Music 
Composition, High Point (NC) University

•	 The Cavaliers Drum & Bugle Corps and its faculty/staff
•	 Steve Houghton – Professor of  Percussion and Jazz, Indiana 

University 
•	 Richard Saucedo – Former Director of  Bands, Carmel (IN) High 

School; Composer/Arranger
•	Glen Velez – Adjunct Professor, Mannes School of  Music, New York 

City; four-time Grammy Winner
•	 Lalo Davila – Director of  Percussion Studies, Middle Tennessee State 

University; Author
•	Neil Larrivee – Director of  Education and Product Development, Vic 

Firth Company; former Pit Director/Arranger, nine- time DCI World 
Champion Cadets Drum and Bugle Corps.

•	 Barry Morgan – Solicitor General of  the State Court of  Cobb County 
(GA)

•	Dr. David Collier – Associate Professor of  Music, Illinois Sate 
University 

•	 John Whittmann – Yamaha Corporation of  America, Band and 
Orchestral Division (B.A./ M.A., Music Education)GLEN VELEZ JOHN 

WITTMANN

MATT SAVAGE

TONY NUNEZTHOMAS 
MCGILLEN

JOHN KILKENNYSAMMY K

STEVE 
HOUGHTON

NATHAN 
DAUGHTREY

DAVID COLLIERTOM AUNGST

MICHAEL 
MCINTOSH

RICHARD 
SAUCEDO
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F. Involvement of local educational institutions 
and professional education (if any)

The Music for All Summer Symposium is offered at 
and in cooperation with Ball State University. All of  our 
professional development offerings for educators are 
monitored, influenced and approved by the Ball State 
University music faculty. Therefore, attendance at the 
Summer Symposium for the classroom/instructional 
experience is part of  a graduate one credit hour course 
offered by Ball State.

Attendees had access to the Ball State University library, 
music and general academic facilities as well as its technology 
resources during their stay on campus.

G. What was the take-away for attendees/participants?

Our goal was to extend the WOW! of  world class immersion, ownership, and winning concepts to 
participants. This was their principal take-away, supplemented by:

• The exposure, networking and ongoing contacts and relationships made with faculty members and 
others attending.

• The tools for success, including a notebook containing session handouts and guides, online resources 
and source materials provided in the program.

• The beginning of  the two-year attendance requirement that would provide evidence to current and 
future employers of  their exposure to professional development and ethical guidance and coaching needed in 
today’s scholastic environment. 

H. Duration of program (start to finish) and years program has been part of event

The WOW! Percussion Specialist Academy is a five-day residential experience built into and a part of  the 
Music for All Summer Symposium. The program was in existence for 12 years prior to its suspension in 2012, 
and 2013 marked the first year of  the new, redesigned experience. 

I. Tie-in of program to main event

The Educational Strategic Focus of  Music for All’s Strategic Plan states: 

We will use our resources to provide national programs that recognize and support music students’ performance 
and success, offer music educator training and professional development, and deliver tools and resources to 
participants and their communities that will assist them in supporting music education by promoting awareness of  
music’s impact on student growth and achievement.

The WOW! Percussion Specialist Academy, along with other teacher offerings at the Music for All Summer 
Symposium, are essential hands-on teaching, collaboration, and loyalty building opportunities that expand 
and promote Music for All’s mission and vision, as well as build active participation and support for our other 
student-driven programming.

Percussion (and color guard) are essential and vibrant components of  modern scholastic marching band 
education and musical performance. More often than not, these teaching functions are taught by non-licensed 
adjunct faculty hired by the band director, band booster program and/or school. Helping them grow their 

Kinghorn Hall on the Ball State University campus 
served as home base for many of  the Percussion 
Specialist Academy sessions.
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skills, understand their ethical obligations and be in the Music for All Summer Symposium educational and 
philosophical environment lends support, organizational framework, and camaraderie/impact for the teachers 
and students they serve or desire to serve.

Having the Percussion Specialist Academy on campus and part of  the Summer Symposium is a programming, 
organizational, economic and a mission-supporting natural fit.
 
J. Overall revenue/expense budget of the program
The teaching academies are not budgeted separately from our larger Summer Symposium budget. We derived 
$10,800 of  incremental income from Academy participants and incurred only $5,950 of  direct expenses 
(meals, housing, and supplies). The Academy used the same facilities and faculty as would have otherwise 
been on campus to support our Directors’ Academy and student camp tracks.

In addition to extending and honoring our mission-based and strategic commitments, Academy participants 
also were responsible in several cases for bringing additional revenue-producing (tuition) student campers to 
our programming.

K. Description of sponsor/charity/volunteer/school/other group involvement

The WOW! Percussion Specialist Academy provides a valuable connect point between Music for All and 
its music industry sponsors and supporters. The Academy offers hands-on opportunity for our sponsors to 
engage teachers in the profession as well as be seen as supporters of  their craft. Four persons employed by 
Music for All sponsors were on our WOW! Percussion Specialist Academy faculty. See section e. above. 
 
Offering the academies provides an obvious and clear opportunity for our sponsors to impact and directly 
touch customers and potential customers while providing valuable teaching and musical equipment cost 
budget relief  to Music for All.

In 2013, sessions were offered by staff  of  the Yamaha Corporation of  America and Vic Firth, Inc. Another 
sponsor’s product (Make Music’s “Smart Music®” teaching and assessment tool) was the subject matter of  
a presentation and recommended to participants. Sponsor brands’ (Yamaha, Remo, Vic Firth, Zildjian and 
Make Music) were exclusively used for presentations, allowing hands-on exposure to their products.

L. Overall effectiveness/success of the program

 In 2013, we:

• Delivered on our strategic objective to reinvent and modernize the Percussion Specialist Academy.
• Set the stage and validated our 2014 plans for revitalization of  our Color Guard Instructor Academy 

(including extending ethical and professional responsibility training in 2013 to the Color Guard 
Instructor Academy).

• Delivered on our board directed mandate to expand our teaching to include teacher ethical, 
professional responsibility and leadership development characteristics in our program services.

• Created a WOW! experience that extended well beyond the Percussion Specialist Academy to the full 
Summer Symposium and national scholastic education and music industries.

• Exceeded our budgeted enrollment for the Percussion Academy by 80% and realized 94% of  our 
budget for instructional academies.
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Supporting Question: 

What did you do to update/change this program from the year before? 

We last offered the “Drum Instructor Academy” in Summer 2011. We suspended the program in 2012 
while we developed the new “WOW! Percussion Specialist Academy” in collaboration with our refined and 
modernized student percussion camp programming. During this time, we:

• Sought and hired a new visionary leader for the percussion student and teacher divisions of  the 
Summer Symposium.

• Researched and defined the areas of  need for training contemporary percussion specialists/
instructors.

• Gave the program a new name and brand feel.
• Changed the program to a two-year curriculum and added a “Certificate of  Attendance” aspect (to 

give attendees a platform and edge in seeking employment and employers a pedagogical and ethical 
“training” assurance for existing staff  and potential new hires).

• Brought in more ties with and to sponsors and other stakeholders. Gave sponsors direct contact with 
participants and introduced sponsor products with hands-on use by participants.

Were your updates/changes successful?

Yes. In 2011, we enrolled five students/teachers in the Drum Instructor Academy and eight in the Color 
Guard Instructor Academy. In 2012, we suspended the percussion program, but still offered the color 
guard track with 12 students. In 2013, we enrolled nine students in the new WOW! Percussion Specialist 
Academy, but only eight in the Color Guard Instructor Academy. The WOW! Percussion Specialist Academy 
enrollment was up 80% over its previous offering and our budget forecast. On the other hand, the Color 
Guard Instructor Academy (without revitalization) was down 33%. 
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FEES AND ENROLLMENT
No price increase in 2013! We’re keeping the Full Fee for students and 
directors at 2012 prices. You can save even more by enrolling early! 

Enroll online at www.musicforall.org, or download and print a registration 
form to mail or fax in. Call 800.848.2263 to be emailed, faxed or mailed 
registration forms. See registration form for deposit and commuter options 
which are also available.

Director Fees:  
Residential Super Saver – $555 (enroll by January 31, 2013)
Residential Early Bird – $605 (enroll by March 31, 2013)
Residential Full Fee – $735*
Deposit and Commuter options also available. 
See application for pricing.

Collegiate Fees: Music for All supports our future music educators! 
College music education majors can enroll in the Directors’ Academy for 
reduced rates.

Residential Full Fee – $415*
*Enroll by May 21, 2013 to avoid late registration fee

at the Music for All
Summer Symposium,
presented by

For High School, 
Middle School and 
Future Band Directors

presented by 

America’s Camp!
Learn more and register online

www.musicforall.org
June 24-29, 2013
Ball State University, Muncie, IN
Student Leadership Weekend Experience 

June 22-24

Directors’ Academy

!OW W

Music for All is working with directors bringing buses of 
students to the Summer Symposium to help fill those buses 
with students from other schools. Interested in being a 
bus captain? Learn about the benefits for bus captains at 
musicforall.org/bus.

Official Student Travel PartnerOfficial Uniform Sponsor Official Performance 
Equipment SponsorNational Presenting Sponsor

Strategic Advocacy Partner

Corporate Sponsor

Bring 12 students and attend TOTALLY FREE! 
Bring 6 students and attend TUITION FREE! 
Go to musicforall.org for more details.EEFR

Associate SponsorAssociate Sponsor

NEW! Certificate of Attendance For the Percussion 
Specialist Academy and Color Guard Instructor 
Academy

Music for All’s Percussion Specialist Academy and Color Guard Instructor 
Academy provide professional development for your adjunct staff. We are 
committed to assuring that ethics and leadership are part of the resources 
we provide to teachers. Our specialist programs go beyond pedagogy to 
include discussion, resources and guidance on professional ethics, program 
administration, student leadership development, communicating with parents and 
school staff and how to reach today’s iY generation. Music for All will provide 
a Certificate of Attendance to two-time participants of the Percussion Specialist 
Academy and Color Guard Instructor Academy, certifying that a person has 
attended two years of the Summer Symposium Academy. Any person enrolled in 
those tracks previously will be credited with one year toward the certificate. 

Percussion 
Specialist Academy

W – World class immersion in relevant concepts
O – Ownership in all aspects of a modern, educational environment
W – Winning concepts for the modern percussion specialist and program 

Music for All presents the new “W.O.W.!” IMMERSION EXPERIENCE for 
Percussion Specialists at the 2013 Music for All Summer Symposium. Re-
branded with a modern approach to give it the WOW factor, the 2013 version of 
what was formally titled the Drum Instructor Academy includes modern concepts 
taught by some of today’s most successful percussion specialists. MFA has 
assembled a faculty that is leading the surge in modern percussion education, 
technology and application. The following offerings are intended to advance the 
modern percussion specialist’s education and program.

The 2013 “W.O.W!” TRACK CURRICULUM: 

EDUCATION IMMERSION
•	 Generating Leadership and the Healthy Learning “Spark” 
•	 Ethics and You: Choosing the Right Path
•	 Branding Your Program 
•	 Fine Arts Department Advice 
•	 The History of Percussion and Essential Literature
•	 The Concert Percussion Secret
•	 Starting and Maintaining a Successful Indoor Percussion Program
•	 Preventative Medicine for the Drummer in You
•	 Booster Parents and Percussion
•	 Recruiting 101 and Creative Fundraising
•	 The Smart Approach to Marching and Indoor Percussion; Audio and Visual 

Composition
•	 Creating Sponsorship Opportunities
•	 SmartMusic: the Ultimate Assessment Tool

TECHNOLOGY IMMERSION
•	 Amplification 101; Tools and Applications

•	 De-Mystifying the Digital Audio Workstation; Hands-On Creation 
and Implementation

APPLICATION OPPORTUNITY RESULTS
•	 Opportunities to learn from and work with The Cavaliers 

Percussion Staff, Drum line and Front Ensemble. This provides a 
chance to see the above applications working in real time.

•	 Opportunities to display your knowledge gained during the week in the 
form of a final project. 

Michael McIntosh, Percussion Specialist Academy and MFA Summer 
Symposium Percussion Coordinator

Color Guard Instructor Academy
The Color Guard Instructor Academy is perfect for Color Guard instructors at all 
points in their career. From the beginning instructor to the seasoned veteran who 
likes to stay current, the Color Guard Instructor Academy gives instructors the 
chance to meet and interact with other color guard instructors from across the 
country and exchange ideas on how to run a successful program. The Academy 
will include:

•	 Private consultation session to discuss your upcoming fall show
•	 The chance to observe or join in on the student color guard classes taught by 

some of the finest instructors in the activity
•	 Small group session with The Cavaliers guard and staff
•	 Movement classes that break down the basics and inspire choreography 

ideas 
•	 Detailed discussion on all things ‘equipment’ including taping, weighting, 

and designing what your color guard will spin
•	 A week of classes that are tailored to the needs of the participants
•	 Collaboration with other color guard instructors and band directors from 

across the country
•	 Differentiated instruction on all pieces of equipment

Susie Harloff, Color Guard Instructor Academy and MFA Summer Symposium 
Color Guard Coordinator



Dream Team Faculty
The faculty includes dozens of the most respected and successful 
music educators teaching today, at the high school, middle school 
and collegiate level. 

Great Facilities
Directors will stay in an outstanding residence hall on the 
Ball State campus, featuring state-of-the-art technology and 
environmentally friendly design and construction. Ball State also 
features free Wifi campus-wide.

Universal Pedagogy for Schools Small and 
Large; Suburban, Rural and Urban
Whether you’re a teacher who has years of experience or a 
teacher at the start of your career; teaching in a rural setting, 
urban or suburban; a small school or large – the pedagogy 
offered is relevant to band directors from a wide range of teaching 
environments. Music for All presenters represent a range of 
school sizes and settings, providing insight and expertise from 
directors dealing with real-world situations.

Control Your Own Experience
Customize your curriculum with choices 
focusing on a wide range of tracks and 
topics relevant to today’s band director in 
concert band, jazz, marching and technology. 
Experience classroom rehearsal techniques, 
conducting, literature, marching band design, 
jazz band, pedagogy, technology, organization 
and administration, programming and more. 
You also have access to observe all the student 
division classes, watching master teachers in all 
areas of instrumental instruction in action. 

The Cavaliers In Residence
The Cavaliers Drum and Bugle Corps will be 
in residence, with Directors’ sessions featuring 
the corps, sections and their award-winning 
instructional staff. The Cavaliers will also work 
with the student Marching Band division, 
preparing for a combined performance Friday 
night at the DCI Central Indiana show.

Peer-to-Peer Networking 
Network with other directors and experts who 
share your passion for teaching music, both in 
and out of the classroom. Meals and director social 
events are valuable times for relaxing, catching up 
and getting new ideas for your own program. 

Professional Development 
MFA knows that continuing education and ongoing 
professional development is important. Music for 
All can certify your participation in the Summer 
Symposium to satisfy professional development 
requirements. Graduate Credit is also available for 
directors wishing to register for it through Ball State 
University.

TheSUMMER SYMPOSIUM  brings you 
        the absolute best to provide a COMPREHENSIVE 
experience. It’s a total experience, with something for every band 
director: high school and middle school, from the most experienced
                            to the younger teacher at the start of his or her career.
MUSIC FOR ALL offers tools that will allow you to achieve 
peak performance personally and for your ensembles. 
This is the place to GET A HEAD START on next year’s 
       thinking today. Make connections, GET NEW IDEAS 
       and learn new strategies. 

Meet with the Masters: 
Our one-on-one Directors’ Lounge brings 

you a team of educators offering personal 
consultation on your program, show 

design, conducting, concert programming, 
drill writing and more. It’s like a director’s 
private lesson with leading experts in the 
Master Teacher Lounge, Marching Design 

Lounge and Technology Lounge. 

Lounge faculty office hours: 
8 a.m.-6:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

FREE!
Bring Your Students, Save on Director Fees

Bring 12 or more of your students, 
and you can attend free! 

Bring six or more students, 
and attend tuition-free!

The Summer Symposium Middle School/Young Teacher 
Academy is designed to deliver a curriculum that will arm middle 
school teachers and young music educators with the tools they 
need to provide their students with a positively life-changing 
experience. The typical model for middle schools in America is a 
three-year program (6th, 7th and 8th grade). Unfortunately, three 
years is also the typical career-span for young music educators. 
Most recent studies show that America is on the verge of a major 
shortage of qualified music educators. Through a progressive 
curriculum, the Middle School/Young Teacher Academy at the 
Summer Symposium will provide a “hands-on” education that will 
prepare young teachers to thrive, not just survive! 

Music for All offers an experience that will be realistic and taught 
by experienced and successful practitioners from a range of 
programs and settings, including small school, low budget, urban 
and rural situations. 

In addition to the Middle School/Young Teacher curriculum, your 
experience includes:

•	 Summer Symposium general curriculum
•	 World-class concerts and musical experiences
•	 Networking with the finest music educators in the country
•	 Professional development certification from MFA
•	 Opportunity to register for Graduate Credit through Ball State 

University

Who Should Attend? 
•	 Experienced middle school teachers looking for a fresh 

approach and new ideas
•	 Recent graduates and young teachers
•	 High school teachers looking to create a unified philosophy 

with their feeder program

The “Nuts and Bolts” aspect of the curriculum will deal with 
fundamentals of teaching 6th graders in a middle school setting. 
In a nutshell, we will fill the gap to teach you what you didn’t learn 
in college! 

The “Ensemble” sessions will focus on the challenges that 
accompany the ensemble experience. 

Other sessions include “Maximizing the Middle 
School Experience”
This part of the curriculum will focus on both maximizing your 
student’s middle school experience, as well as helping you to 
prepare them for the journey to high school.

MIDDLE SCHOOL and YOUNG 
TEACHER ACADEMY

Robert W. Smith
Middle School & Young Teacher Academy 
Coordinator
Robert W. Smith is one of the most popular 
and prolific composers of concert band and 
orchestral literature in America today. As 
a conductor and clinician, Mr. Smith has 
performed throughout the United States 
and worldwide. He is the principal conductor of the American 
Symphonic Winds and the American Festival Philharmonic 
Orchestra and teaches in the Music Industry program at Troy 
University in Troy, AL.

Gary Markham
Music for All Senior Educational Consultant, 
Camp Director–Directors’ Academy
Mr. Markham coordinates the Directors’ 
Academy of the Summer Symposium and 
is Chief Judge of Bands of America. He is 
Supervisor of Music for Cobb County Schools 
in Marietta, GA.

LEARN directly from master 
music teachers

CONNECT with others 
who share your passion

EXPLORE new ideas and 
the latest trends 

CONCERtS AND EVENtS 
Each evening features a live concert or 
event by renowned performing 
groups showcasing an exciting range of 
genres, including:

•	 Yamaha Young Performing Artists

•	  DCI Central Indiana

Visit musicforall.org for the latest evening 
concert news.
 

Download session PDFs
Download PDFs of many of the handouts 

from the 2012 Directors’ Academy at 
www.musicforall.org in the 

Symposium Directors’ area.

Video sessions online
Watch a collection of featured 2012 Directors’ 

sessions from 2012 at musicforall.org, including
Show Planning for Small Marching Bands with 

John Howell and Glenn Fugett.

facebook.com/musicforallnetwork
facebook.com/bandsofamerica
facebook.com/orchestraamerica

twitter.com/musicforall
twitter.com/bandsofamerica

Music for All  •  39 W. Jackson Pl., Suite 150  •  Indianapolis, IN  46225-1010  •  phone 800.848.2263
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www.musicforall.org • Percussion Specialist Academy information page
http://www.musicforall.org/what-we-do/summer-camp/directors/drum-instructor-academy



What is                 ? 
It’s WORLD class immersion 
in relevant concepts, 
OWNERSHIP in all aspects 
of a modern, educational 
environment and WINNING 
concepts for the modern 
percussion specialist and 
program.

Get a head start!
Music for All offers tools that will allow 
you to achieve peak performance personally 
and for your ensembles.

Hone your craft.
Work with some of the current rock 
stars of the Marching, Concert 
Percussion, Drum Set and Hand 
Drumming World including  4-time 
Grammy winner Glen Velez, Steve 
Houghton, Tony Nunez, 
Dr. David Collier, Tom Aungst, Michael 
McIntosh, John Kilkenny, Dr. Nathan 
Daugherty, Tom McGillen and The 
Cavaliers Percussion Section.

Examples of our                      factor 
programming include Branding Your 
Program, Ethics and Professional 
Development, The RIGHT Gear, Starting 
a Successful Winter Program, Sampling 
101, The Concert Percussion Secret, 
De-Mystifying the YAMAHA MOTIF XF 
and DTX, Hand Drumming, The Digital 
Audio Workstation, The History of 
Percussion and Essential Literature, 
Creating Sponsorship Opportunities, 
Indoor and Outdoor Staging, Preventative 
Medicine for the Drummer in You, Winter 
Percussion Design and Orchestration,  
Essential Composition Techniques 
for Outdoor, Micing Made Easy, The 
Fundamentals of Running Sound and EQ 
and Other Essential Plug-Ins. 

Learn and grow.

Learn more and register online
www.musicforall.org

Calling All Percussion Instructors, 
Designers and Arrangers!

Why are YOU not signed up yet for the 2013 Music For All 
Summer Symposium, June 24-29, at Ball State University?

Experience

at The Percussion 
Specialist Academy!

presented by 



MUSIC FOR ALL

presented by 

America’s Camp!

June 24-29, 2013
Ball State University

Muncie, Indiana
Leadership Weekend 

Experience: June 22-24

Percussion
Specialist
Academy
World class immersion in relevant concepts

Ownership in all aspects of a modern, 
educational environment

Winning concepts for the modern 
percussion specialist and program 

Music for All presents the new “WOW!” 
IMMERSION EXPERIENCE for Percussion 
Specialists.

NEW! Certificate of Attendance
Music for All’s Percussion Specialist Academy 
provides professional development for adjunct 
staff. MFA is committed to assuring that ethics 
and leadership are part of the resources we 
provide to teachers. Participants receive a 
Certificate of Attendance upon completion of the 
two year attendance and curriculum requirement.

Get energized, 
learn new skills and 
develop leadership 
with our immersive 
curriculum.

www.musicforall.org
Learn more and register online Save when you register by 

January 31, 2013

Official Student Travel PartnerOfficial Uniform Sponsor
Official Performance 
Equipment SponsorNational Presenting Sponsor Strategic Advocacy Partner Associate Sponsor Associate Sponsor

!OW W
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Merchandise

MFA Summer Symposium merchandise was available for purchase throughout the Percussion Specialist Academy event, 
including the official Symposium t-shirt and the popular track jacket in black with MFA embroidered logo.
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Percussion Specialist Notebook • Sample Page. Every Percussion Specialist Academy participant received a binder filled 
with instructional and resources materials from the faculty.

Using	  recording	  technology	  efficiently	  
John	  Kilkenny,	  George	  Mason	  University,	  the	  Sewanee	  Summer	  Music	  Festival	  
	  
The	  use	  of	  recording	  technology	  as	  a	  tool	  for	  self	  -‐evaluation	  has	  been	  around	  for	  a	  
many	  years.	  Now,	  however,	  virtually	  every	  student	  carries	  a	  recording	  studio	  
around	  on	  their	  smartphone	  or	  tablet,	  with	  programs	  capable	  of	  vast	  recording	  
capabilities.	  The	  ease	  of	  use,	  coupled	  with	  the	  high	  degree	  of	  comfort	  that	  most	  
students	  have	  with	  this	  type	  of	  technology,	  make	  recording	  technology	  an	  even	  
more	  powerful	  teaching	  tool.	  	  
	  
The	  following	  article	  offers	  some	  ideas	  and	  strategies	  that	  can	  be	  used	  by	  teachers	  
in	  their	  private	  lessons	  as	  well	  as	  by	  students	  in	  their	  individual	  practice	  sessions.	  	  
Use	  these	  ideas	  as	  a	  starting	  point;	  there	  are	  many	  variations	  of	  these	  basic	  
concepts.	  	  It	  is	  my	  hope	  that	  you	  will	  use	  these	  suggestions	  to	  further	  your	  own	  
performing	  and	  teaching	  activities	  and	  enhances	  the	  quality	  of	  your	  studio	  teaching	  
	  
Audition	  preparation	  and	  mock	  auditions.	  	  In	  this	  situation,	  you	  are	  using	  the	  
recording	  device	  to	  replicate	  an	  audition	  or	  jury	  committee.	  	  While	  it	  is	  vital	  to	  play	  
mock	  juries/auditions	  for	  real	  people,	  I	  have	  found	  over	  the	  years	  that	  I	  am	  able	  to	  
get	  as	  focused	  to	  play	  for	  a	  recorder	  as	  I	  can	  for	  any	  live	  committee	  
Try	  this:	  

a. Set	  the	  room	  up	  as	  close	  to	  a	  real	  audition	  space	  as	  possible.	  Try	  using	  
the	  band	  or	  orchestra	  room	  at	  your	  local	  college,	  or	  any	  large,	  fairly	  
resonant	  space.	  	  Clear	  the	  room	  as	  much	  as	  possible,	  leaving	  just	  a	  
chair,	  music	  stand,	  and	  your	  recorder	  about	  20	  feet	  away.	  	  	  

b. Turn	  on	  the	  recorder	  and	  walk	  out	  of	  the	  room.	  	  You	  can	  even	  walk	  
down	  to	  the	  end	  of	  the	  hall,	  or	  outside	  the	  building	  all	  together.	  Do	  
whatever	  it	  takes	  to	  replicate	  the	  feeling	  you	  have	  right	  before	  a	  big	  
performance**	  

c. When	  you	  reach	  the	  door,	  pause	  and	  make	  yourself	  mentally	  ready	  to	  
audition**	  

d. Walk	  into	  the	  room,	  and	  play	  your	  mock	  audition	  to	  the	  recorder.	  	  
Once	  you	  are	  done,	  walk	  out.	  	  Then,	  take	  a	  copy	  of	  your	  excerpts	  and	  
listen	  back	  to	  your	  round,	  review	  not	  only	  the	  playing,	  but	  also	  the	  
time	  between	  each	  excerpt,	  your	  breathing	  and	  the	  general	  pace	  of	  
your	  mock	  run	  through.	  	  Be	  honest	  with	  yourself	  and	  listen	  carefully	  
to	  what	  you	  hear.	  	  Repeat	  this	  process	  as	  many	  times	  as	  you	  can	  
during	  your	  preparation.	  

2. Working	  on	  individual	  etudes	  or	  excerpts	  to	  improve	  time.	  	  
	  
Most	  teachers	  recommend	  that	  students	  record	  themselves.	  I	  think	  we	  need	  to	  take	  
it	  a	  step	  further	  and	  really	  break	  down	  the	  process,	  give	  them	  something	  to	  listen	  to	  
and	  a	  way	  of	  approaching	  the	  recording	  process	  so	  that	  it	  is	  both	  beneficial	  to	  their	  
playing	  and	  does	  not	  contribute	  to	  their	  frustration.	  	  
	  
	  



Music for All
HAS CONFERRED UPON

Jane Smith
COMPLETION OF THE TWO YEAR ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENT OF THE

Percussion Specialist Academy

AT THE MUSIC FOR ALL SUMMER SYMPOSIUM AND IS 

HEREBY AWARDED THIS CERTIFICATION.

FIRST LAST ERIC L. MARTIN
PRESIDENT AND CEO
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Screenshot: Percussion Specialist Academy participants performed alongside The Cavaliers Drum and Bugle Corps 
drumline at the Drum Corps International Central Indiana show held during the Symposium.

Youtube.com/musicforalltv • playlist “2013 MFA Summer Symposium”



Screenshot: The Cavaliers Drum and Bugle Corps percussion section presented clinics for Percussion Special Academy 
participants as well as Summer Symposium student percussionists.

Youtube.com/musicforalltv • playlist “2013 MFA Summer Symposium”
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