


 
 
 
 
 
 

2011 PINNACLE AWARDS 
 

DIVISION: Community Relations 
CATEGORY: #45 - Best Green Program 
ENTRY: "Cleanest & GREENEST Festival"  
 

OVERVIEW AND SUPPLEMENTAL QUESTIONS 
 
It’s a well-known and celebrated tradition in Portland. The Rose Festival's Cleanest & Greenest Festival 
program runs like clockwork with annual support from major service organizations around the city. 
 
We have bags! They're white and green and covered with logos, including the Rose Festival logo. The bags 
start out empty and are passed out before all the parades by volunteers, who come around again and pick 
them up as the last entry of the parade, now filled with trash from route viewers. 
 
We have trucks! They spray and sweep and pack the trash as they make their way tucked closely behind the 
last unit of the parades. They're decorated, with lights for the night parade and with balloons and festoons for 
the daytime events. They're surrounded by people with yellow caution tape lining the parade routes, people on 
foot or on roller blades or on segways. Everyone knows the drill to get out of the way of the trucks, to grab 
blankets and chairs and kids, and move away from the curb. The parade is over and the cleanup has just 
begun!  
 
Portland is a clean city, and everyone wants it to stay that way. 
 
Not many people think about the $40-50,000 this effort saves the city. After 13 years of the Cleanest & 
Greenest program it's not new anymore, so it's not worth mentioning. And not many people think about how 
rare it is to be surrounded by volunteers willing to pick up trash. In Oregon it isn't rare at all. The nonprofit 
SOLVE has made it commonplace, with famous cleanup efforts at the beach and in neighborhoods and on 
riverbanks. 
 
COMMUNITY EDUCATION 
 
Even with wins on banning the use of duct tape to reserve parade spots and other such measures to 'clean up 
the streets', the Rose Festival ultimately can't force parade viewers to waste less. However, with the help of our 
sanitation crews, we can manage how much of that waste is cleared from the streets immediately following our 
parades. Of the waste collected at the Starlight and Grand Floral Parades, combined entertaining roughly 
750,000 route viewers, we cleared over 4 tons of waste from the streets of Portland and diverted over 2 tons of 
recycled material. Talk about a clean sweep! 
 

 
 
While the parade cleanup is a longstanding Rose Festival tradition utilizing hundreds of volunteers each year, 
new local and international efforts for a green festival blossomed in 2013.  



 
GOING GREEN: LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS 
 
Portland is so good at keeping it green that we were named the North American host for this year’s World 
Environment Day celebration by the United National Environment Programme, 1 of 5 host cities selected 
around the world.  
 
You might be asking “What, exactly, is World Environment Day?” World Environment Day was established by 
the General Assembly over 40 years ago and now involves over 130 countries worldwide. The goal of this day 
is to be the largest and most widely celebrated global day for positive environmental action, and the Portland 
Rose Festival was more than happy to get involved!  
 
As Portland’s official festival, we know a thing or two about getting people together to celebrate; and our 
contribution to Portland’s World Environment Day celebration was no different. The Rose Festival put on a 
Rally in our CityFair RoZone aimed at getting kids interested and excited about being green!  
 
The Rally took place immediately following the Junior Parade, allowing for kids and families to attend both 
awesome events! We coordinated with a huge variety of nonprofits, community groups and commercial 
organizations to help spread the word about environmental awareness and staying green. Exhibitors included 
some of our current partners, like SOLVE  and Radio Disney with their new Team Green, and new ones like the 
Bureau of Environmental Services, Portland Parks and Recreation and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. Families who found their way down to the Rally were able to learn about recycling, 
compositing and water usage as well as Oregon-specific issues such as native vs. invasive species 
and the current state of our forests and waterways. 
 
On a more local note, event managers were taking good notes just across the Columbia River at the Recycled 
Arts Festival in Vancouver, Washington, one of the 31 Sanctioned Events of the 2013 Rose Festival. Each 
year, the Rose Festival racks its collective brain to discover new ways to promote the Cleanest & Greenest 
program, one that features a strong partnership among nonprofits and community organizations. The Recycled 
Arts Festival shares two main values with the Rose Festival: the arts and environmental responsibility. Staffed 
by the Public Relations Manager, and chaired by a board member, the Sanctioned Events committee 
designates one committee member to attend and support each event. Partnering with the Recycled Arts 
Festival provided the Rose Festival with an outlet for messaging that included a community organization, 
located on the Washington side of the border, with a fresh message of eco-conscious living.  
 
ROSE FESTIVAL WATERFRONT RESTORATION 
 
In past years, the Rose Festival initiated a system called MAP (Mud Alleviation Program) to turn the mucky 
layers of mud into compost from the popular Rose Festival event, CityFair, which highlighted national music 
concerts and carnival rides. However, years of heavy use and the buildup of organic material had begun to 
affect turf and drainage. 
 
In 2013, a larger scale waterfront restoration project led by the Parks Department was completed. The two-part 
facelift intended to provide the .5 mile park with better drainage and promote healthy and speedy grass 
growth. The project began by removing 2-inches of the park's sod, installing irrigation heads, and finally 
fertilizing and seeding the sand base area.  
 
The Rose Festival is Waterfront Park's largest event, so it's fitting the organization is also the largest single 
contributor to the restoration efforts. The entire cost for the Waterfront Park restoration project is estimated at 
$323,128. The Portland Rose Festival contributed $100,000.00 (nearly one-third of the projects total cost). The 
Rose Festival uses three weekends of the year to house the popular event, CityFair, but ultimately the donation 
assists other Oregon non-profits with their events, including: the Shamrock Run, PGSCA Cinco de Mayo 
Fiesta, Oregon Humane Society Doggie Dash, NW Pride Festival, Oregon Brewer's Festival, Special 
Olympic's/The Bite of Oregon, and the Komen Race for the Cure.  
 
Better drainage in the park made for a very inviting event for our patrons. Strategies for recycling paper, 
plastics, and glass and converting cooking oil at the 2013 CityFair were a great success, diverting 6.68 
tons of material that would have otherwise been sent to the landfill! Event managers went to extreme 
measures to provide contamination training sessions to all food vendors, explaining the delicate process for 
composting food scraps from their booth. Food composting bins were located behind food vendor booths for 
easy disposal. CityFair food vendors collected oil from their deep fryers along with other sources which was 
picked up and recycled by Oregon Oils, which amassed 2.8 tons of oil which will ultimately be converted 
into fuel. And for those festivalgoers whose eyes were bigger than their stomachs, there were clearly marked 



trash and recycling stations for the last bites of giant elephant ears, foot-long corn dogs, and additional food 
waste. 1.55 tons of glass recycling was collected for the first time this year, as well as 2.33 tons of 
paper and plastic products during the event's 12-day run. 

 

 
 
Only in Portland . . . 
 
The customary environmental efforts continued—the parade cleanup and the onsite recycling and the 
'carbon offsets' to cover the 120,000+ kilowatt hours of power used during the 12-day run of the Rose 
Festival's largest event, Rose Festival CityFair. (Festival partner Portland General Electric estimates the wind 
energy acquired from its renewable power program for CityFair offset the release of more than 100,000 
pounds of CO2.) 
 
But the emphasis this year was the thrill of going above and beyond the award winning Cleanest & Greenest 
program - capturing the inherent excitement in something new and something different. The Portland Rose 
Festival does Clean & Green very well, but it’s the little things that keep the volunteers coming back year after 
year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LINKS: 
http://www.rosefestival.org/about/green.shtml  
http://www.rosefestival.org/events/worldenvironmentday/ 
http://www.rosefestival.org/events/communitypartnerevents/  
http://www.rosefestival.org/events/cityfair/  



 
 
 
What did you do to update/change this program from the year before? Were your updates/changes 
successful?  
 
The Rose Festival’s Clean & Green program proves to stand the test of time. Each initiative that's implemented 
year after year becomes more successful with each attempt.  
 
Much of the Festival's energy in 2013 was spent on creating the greenest celebration for Portland's first World 
Environment Day! The addition of this event had the Festival brainstorming about audience and community 
organizations which culminated at a rally at Waterfront Park in the CityFair gates that was free to all. The rally 
was ultimately geared toward getting youth excited about sustainable living! Community nonprofits and 
organizations joined forces to promote the event and provide entertaining learning activities at the rally. 
Families in attendance learned about recycling, composting, and water usage as well as Oregon-specific issues 
that they could take away and continue in their own homes.  
 
With the help of the Parks Department, we updated the three-year old Mud Alleviation Program with an 
overhaul waterfront restoration to enhance drainage from the expected rainfall and to promote healthy grass 
growth. The lush grass grew back within a two week span from being trampled by festival patrons. CityFair 
waste diversion rates remained steady in every category (compost, oil, and recycling) generating 6.68 tons of 
diverted material that would have otherwise been sent to the landfill! 
 
Portlanders and Clean & Green volunteers know their roles and are ready to roll up their sleeves when it’s 
festival time! With a solid program in place, it’s the little bonus decisions that make all the difference. These are 
a few of our new Clean & Green minor initiatives that excite and lead by example in a major way: 

 

 Concert talent enjoyed fresh towels in their green rooms, which the committee took home to wash 

instead of using disposable paper towel products  

 VIP hosting program presented guests with recycled material gift bags made in Oregon, and guided  

guests around the city with walking tours 

 Court members cut down on plastic water bottles by refilling personal stainless steel water bottles 

 Leftover event tshirts were donated to the United Way and organizations for underserved and 

impoverished countries rather than throwing them in the trash 

 We saw increased ridership on the Trimet bus and light rail mass transit system for parade participants 

and route viewers 

 Staff and volunteers used and re-used dishware instead of throwing out plastic ware 

 Parade and event floral decorations were re-used from one event to another to use again and again  

 Committee chairs sent meeting agendas to committee members electronically to cut down on printed 

and wasted paper  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Supporting Materials Index  
 
Supporting Photographs 

• Parade Clean-Up Volunteers, pg 1 
• Parade Clean-Up Volunteers, pg 2 
• Parade Clean-Up Volunteers, pg 3 
• World Environment Day 
• Rose Festival CityFair 

 
 
Printed Materials (Brochures, Handbooks, Recruiting Materials, Evaluation Forms, Signage, etc.) 

• Portland Rose Festival Souvenir Program - Cleanest and Greenest Festival in the World page 
 
Promotional and Media Materials  

• Portland Rose Festival eNewsletter - Cleanest & Greenest Festival in the World 
• Portland Rose Festival eNewsletter - World Environment Day 
• World Environment Day website - http://www.rosefestival.org/events/worldenvironmentday/ 
• Clean & Green website - http://www.rosefestival.org/about/green.shtml 
• City of Portland news article - World Environment Day - http://www.portlandoregon.gov/wed/ 
• OPB news article - World Environment Day - http://www.opb.org/news/blog/ecotrope/portland-hosts-

world-environment-day-for-all-of-north-america/ 
• Sustainable Business Oregon news article - World Environment Day - 

http://sustainablebusinessoregon.com/articles/2013/06/its-world-environment-day-how-are-you.html 
• The Intertwine news article - World Environment Day - http://theintertwine.org/WED 

 



Parade Clean‐Up Volunteers 
 

 

 

 

 

   

It's an early Grand 
Floral Parade day and 

volunteers have 
already hit the streets 
to distribute thousands 
of specially printed 

garbage bags to route 
viewers!

Each year, 10,000 parade garbage 
bags are made by PGE and SOLVE. 
The bags feature organizations that 

volunteer their services on the 
Cleanest & Greenest team, 

sweeping, hauling, and spraying the 
streets at the end of the parade. 



Volunteers hit the streets on foot to distribute 
empty garbage bags to parade route viewers 
with the anticipation that they will fill the bags 
and leave the streets spotless by the end of the 
parade!  

Look at those garbage 
bags bursting with trash! 
Thanks to the help of 

both the parade viewers 
and the volunteers, the 
City of Portland  saves 

thousands of dollars each 
year in clean‐up costs! 

Off the streets, into the 
bags, and in the trucks! 

 



 

 

At the Rose Festival, the Cleanest and 
Greenest team is part of the show! 
Garbage trucks, street sweepers and 
sanitation crews all hit the route together 
as a celebrated end to the Starlight, 
Junior, and Grand Floral Parades. 



 

 

World Environment Day 

At the World Environment Day 
RoZone Rally, kids learn about 
recycling through fun games 

and activities! 



The newly completed 
Waterfront Restoration project 
helped promote drainage and 

alleviated the buildup of organic 
material.

Fair Food gets its delicious crunch from 
a little thing we like to call OIL! This 
year, CityFair collected 2 tons of oil 
and converted it to fuel by Oregon 
Oils! 

 

 
Trash and recycling receptacles 
at Rose Festival CityFair were 
clearly marked and heavily 

utilized, collecting almost 4 tons 
of recycled material! 

Rose Festival CityFair 
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