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Introduction & Description of Main Event 

The OneAmerica 500 Festival Mini-Marathon continues to be a vital part of the city’s 
civic fabric. In 2013, 35,000 runners and walkers took to the streets of downtown 
Indianapolis on the second Saturday in May for the 33rd running of the largest half-
marathon in the nation. 
  
The Mini-Marathon is the 6th largest timed race in the United States according to the 
USATF ranking. The 13.1-mile course stretches from downtown Indianapolis to the 
famed 2.5 mile oval at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway and ends downtown in Military 
Park, a downtown green space covering an entire city block, for the 500 Festival Post-
Race Party.  Starting with only 800 registrants in 1977, the Mini-Marathon has continued 
to grow every year with participants represented all 50 states as well as 9 foreign 
countries in 2011. 
  
The Mini-Marathon is truly a year-round event with over 10% of the field registering on 
the day of the event. Other events that precede the Mini-Marathon include the 500 
Festival Training Series in February, March and April, and the Mini-Marathon Expo.  
 
 
Description and purpose of event/program being sponsored 

To accommodate a field of participants this size, the OneAmerica 500 Festival Mini-
Marathon provides a gear check.  Located a middle distance between the start line and 
finish line, participants can check a bag with all items they don’t want with them on the 
course.  The location is convenient to access after exiting the runners service area to 
collect items and return to the Post Race Party.  To facilitate this service, UPS provides 
15 delivery trucks and employees to collect and distribute checked items. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Description of sponsor; level of sponsorship (cash/in-kind); details of benefit 
package and length of sponsorship/partnership 
 
UPS is a nationally known shipping company who services countries around the world.  
In the US, they hold the position of one of the top recognized companies in their 
industry. As sponsor of the Mini-Marathon Gear Check, UPS has the exclusive 
presence and association with this service.  With this position, they are given a 
pacakage of benefits that include space at our Mini-Marathon Expo, logo in event 
communication with participants and recognition in our Month of May Guide, which is 
distributed state-wide the The Indianapolis Star the last Sunday in April. 
 
Indianapolis services as the hub of UPS major competitor.  Supporting thte program 
gave them a good presence in a community highly branded by this competitor.  Though 
not directly program connected this was a highly successful piece of the partnership to 
UPS 
 
 
Overall effectiveness/success of the program 

From an event prospective, the program is a tremendous success.  The opportunity for 
participants to have a safe, secure and trusted location to store their items is a great 
benefit.   As race organizers, anything we can do to remove concerns from our 
participants is extremely useful.  Greater peace of mind allows runners to be more 
relaxed for the race.  More relaxed runners perform better, which gives them a greater 
feel for the event.  Participant satisfaction is at the heart of all of our operational 
decisions.  With the effectiveness and efficiency at which their professional team 
handled the process, it was a huge success. 
 
The 500 Festival also organizes a “remote” Mini-Marathon for the men and women 
serving oversees in Afghanistan.  As part of this program, all event related materials are 
provided to the base.  These include shits, bibs, medals, hats and timing devices.  
Additionally, items are donated from our other partners such as Aquafina, Clif Bar and 
Dole.   Items are packed up at the 500 Festival warehouses, an event which is generally 
covered by local media.  UPS served as the shipping company to transport from 
Indianapolis to the airbase in the Afghanistan.  Not only did this provide a great service 
to the the Festival and the remote Mini, but it provided additional exposure to UPS 
 
 
 
Challenges/obstacles in creating the program/how handled 

The first challenge is that it was the first year for their team to take over the program.  
This service is one that need to be highly organized and executed flawlessly.  Luckily, 
shipping and logistics are their bread and butter.  They were able to step in and look at 
previous plans for the gear check then formulate their own plan for transport, staffing 
and procedure.  Truly a professional team with which to work. 


