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Introduction/Background 
 
The 2013 PHS Philadelphia Flower Show, “Brilliant!”, was presented March 2-10 at the Pennsylvania 

Convention Center. Magnificent floral and garden exhibits, special programming and new attractions 

paid tribute to centuries of influential British culture, culminating in the urbane style of 21st-century 

London. 

 

Revenues from the Flower Show benefited the year-round work of the Pennsylvania Horticultural 

Society, and this year supported PHS City Harvest, the innovative program that brings together a 

network of urban gardeners, provides green job training, and grows fresh produce for more than 

1,200 families in need each week.   

 
Historic sponsor 
EP Henry, a manufacturer of hardscaping products for the home and garden, has been a sponsor of 

the Philadelphia Flower Show for 10 years. The company provides in-kind support in the form of 

hardscaping products for the construction of all the major exhibits, for a total value of $300,000. 

These products are reused by EP Henry after the show closes, with some of the hardscaping donated 

to PHS for its year-round programs and gardens. 
 

 A few years ago, the company donated paving materials for the entrance to the PHS City Harvest 

greenhouse at the Philadelphia Prison System facility in Northeast Philadelphia. The City Harvest 

program trains prison inmates to grow vegetable seedlings and harvest the produce, which is 

distributed to neighborhoods that don’t have access to fresh, healthy food. The inmates also receive 

training in landscaping and other skills that will prepare them for jobs when they re-enter the 



 

workforce. EP Henry taught construction skills to the inmates during the creation of the prison 

greenhouse and garden. This is one example of the benefits that PHS and its constituents have 

received through the partnership with EP Henry. 

 

EP Henry promotes the Flower Show in its catalogs which are distributed to 80,000 customers. 

And they have been exhibitors in the Flower Show for more than a decade. 

 

Show-stopping exhibit 
For the 2013 British-themed Flower Show, the EP Henry designers created a major exhibit titled, “A 

Tranquil Garden Comes to Life,” which juxtaposed the British characteristics of cautious restraint and 

whimsy. 

 

Formal boxwoods hedges served as borders for beds of flowering perennials, setting the tone of a 

proper English statue garden. Classic arrangements of plants offered texture, color and scent to 

pique the senses. Old English stone walls provided the foundation for the upper paved terrace, while 

cherry trees were reflected in a tranquil pool of water, enhanced by the play of fountains. Lions 

flanked the stairway leading to the terrace, where benches provided a peaceful spot to rest. 

 

But the garden had a whimsical yet graceful element as well. In the Garden House, statues of the 

Four Seasons could be seen through the arches. And at certain hours, the central statue was more 

than lifelike – it came alive. EP Henry had introduced a “live statue” performer into the exhibit, and 

she gently changed poses to the delight of the audience who, in turn, froze in place to watch the 

lovely moving statue.  

  

Green message 
EP Henry’s 2013 exhibit was one of its most entertaining. Beyond the main exhibition hall, the 

company also provided a display and construction materials for a satellite attraction, “The Backyard,” 



 

 

which celebrated the joys of outdoor living. The Backyard included alternative turf materials, patio 

decking and furnishings, waterproofing and gutter products, a miniature putting green, and a display 

of EP Henry paving products.  

 

The company has traditionally presented the highest quality displays of garden design. In more recent 

years, those displays have also communicated a message of sustainable construction, incorporating 

pervious paving materials that encourage consumers to consider the impact of storm water runoff, 

pollution and flooding, and to take a wise environmental approach to their home improvement 

projects. 

 

This green approach to construction makes EP Henry an exceptional partner and sponsor for PHS, 

during the Flower Show and throughout the organization’s programming the rest of the year. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EP Henry designers created a major exhibit titled, “A Tranquil Garden Comes to Life,” which juxtaposed the British characteristics of cautious restraint  

and whimsy. 



EP Henry had introduced a “live statue” performer into the exhibit, and she gently changed poses to the delight of the audience who, in turn, froze in place to 

watch the lovely moving statue.  



Formal boxwoods hedges served as borders for beds of flowering perennials, setting the tone of a proper English statue garden. Classic arrangements of plants 

offered texture, color and scent to pique the senses.  


	40 Best Sponsor Partner
	40 Photos & Captions

