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2012 IFEA/PINNACLE AWARDS 
 

DIVISION: Community Relations 
CATEGORY: Most Creative/Effective News Stunt 
ENTRY: Grand Marshal, Packy the Elephant 
 

A Rosy Recipe 
 
Formula for an effective Rose Festival news stunt: 
 
Start with a creative—if a little crazy—idea that is bound to elicit an emotional response, and then 
figure out the best way to launch it.  
 
Combine the most anticipated Rose Festival announcement of the year with a special event that 
already attracts thousands of spectators along with every media outlet in town. 
 
This is how the Rose Festival turned the announcement of the Grand Floral Parade Grand Marshal 
into a perfect topic for both the media and the casual water cooler crowd, not to mention the folks 
who tweet and Facebook their way through the world. The natural questions elicited from the 
announcement were also tossed around the table that fateful day the decision was made—the 
decision to have Packy the Elephant serve as the parade's Grand Marshal! 
 

The Elephant in the Room 
 
Why would the Rose Festival choose a bull elephant for its most honorary role of the year? 
 
Why, indeed? 
 
The choice of the Grand Marshal is one discussed for months in Rose Festival planning meetings. 
The Grand Floral Parade Creative Team started meeting in December of 2011, and by early 
January, they were spending a good portion of every meeting on reviewing candidates. New TV 
partner Fox 12 reached out to American Idol and Glee, attempting to fit the choice to the Rock 'n' 
Roses theme of the 2012 Rose Festival. Names both famous and obscure were batted about the 
conference room. Four meetings into 2012, with nothing tangible in sight, the tenured parade 
manager stopped in mid-sentence with an inspired idea. 
 
"What would you guys think about making Packy the Grand Marshal?" 
 
Packy the elephant is one of Portland's iconic elements, commanding a revered place in Portland 
history and hearts. He was born at the Oregon Zoo in the 1960s when no Asian elephant had been 
born in the Western Hemisphere in nearly 50 years. 
 
Packy was turning 50 in April of 2012. And thanks partly to the urging of the parade's Creative 
Team, the Royal Rosarians—Portland's official greeters and an important Rose Festival partner 
organization—had agreed to perform an honorary knighting ceremony for the elephant at Packy's 
50th Birthday Party. 
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Packy's Birthday Party is the Zoo's most popular day every year. His 50th was expected to attract 
record crowds. 
 
The opportunity was literally like an elephant in the room. It couldn't be ignored.   
 
How can someone who can't appear in the parade be Grand Marshal? 
 
The obvious answer for the Creative Team was to find funding for a float. We now live much of our 
lives in a virtual world. The people at home would have a chance to see the real Packy on TV, 
while the people on the route could cheer his flowery effigy. 
 
Why not? Packy could be the biggest Grand Marshal ever, both literally and figuratively. 
 

An Elephant Never Forgets 
 
The Grand Floral Parade manager, Marilyn Clint, is a veteran staffer with years of Rose Festival 
history and experience. She knew vaguely that Packy had been important enough to the festival in 
the 1960s that a Rose Festival pin had been designed in his image. What she didn't know was that 
the very year of his birth the Rose Festival considered making him Grand Marshal of the parade—
when he was just weeks old. The idea was rejected when festival planners realized it was 
impractical to put the live animal in a convertible or on a float. 
 
Instead a float was designed to carry an image of Packy and his popular mother, Belle. This float 
ended up winning the Sweepstakes Award in the Grand Floral Parade in 1962, and the sponsor 
then agreed to help fund sending it to the Pasadena Tournament of Roses Parade in early 1963. 
 
The night before Packy's Birthday Party, Clint read newspaper accounts from 1962 and 1963 that 
told the story of Packy and the float. And the story included a Rose Festival drama involving the 
1962 Queen, Cherie Viggers, a senior from Portland's Grant High School. Cherie had traveled with 
the float to Pasadena, but the festival had refused to allow her to ride in the parade. Instead she 
was forced to watch from the sidelines. Tournament officials had arranged for her to ride, buying 
her a special gown and offering to add a chair to the float. But the Rose Festival stood firm. An 
elephant float was not designed for the Rose Festival Queen. She could not ride. 
 
The Packy float fiasco turned into a local scandal, and Cherie was caught in the middle. There 
were many people who thought she should have gotten to ride the float … and there were others 
who thought she should have kept her place and kept silent. The 18-year-old read letters to the 
editor that both revered and reviled her, leaving a bad taste in her mouth that would last for 50 
years. 
 
But Cherie and the 50-year Rose Festival Court members were already slated to ride in the 2012 
parade, as has been a parade tradition for the past five years! 
 
On the way to the Oregon Zoo on Saturday, April 14, Clint had her second inspiration: Cherie 
Viggers should ride on the Packy float. Her princesses could follow in 1960-vintage convertibles. 
All she needed to do was get Cherie to agree, which would eventually lead to one of the most 
delightful phone calls of her career. 
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Six Tons of Attention 
 
The Cherie story made the Packy news stunt a gift that just kept giving. Clint had the pleasure of 
calling and inviting Cherie to ride, and then the news media took over. Cherie was featured in 
stories on both local TV and in newspapers. She even had the chance to go to the Zoo and meet 
Packy in person for one of those stories.  
 
Not to mention she got to ride in the parade on a float that featured the image of the popular 
pachyderm!  
  
The Grand Marshal announcement was made in front of one the largest live audiences ever, 
approximately 12,000 people. Since it was a surprise (even to the Royal Rosarians, there to do the 
knighting), the reaction of the crowd was spontaneous and enthusiastic. All the major media outlets 
in town were present to see Packy tear into his birthday cake, and they got the added opportunity 
to carry the Rose Festival's annual announcement—a two-fer for veteran news folks.  
 

Pink Elephant Prints? 
 
While the Oregon Zoo didn't invest anything in Packy's appearance—or lack of it—in the Grand 
Floral Parade, they produced a special logo and a line of merchandise that helped with the hype, 
including mugs, t-shirts and stickers. They provided parade-goers at the TV site with paper ears 
and other toys.  
 
And while the float itself didn't get entirely funded, Bank of America paid for half the cost.  
 
An idea to litter the route with both painted pachyderm footprints and dried elephant dung for the 
special Packy scooper to scoop was scrapped just a week before the parade, partially due to a 
cranky weather forecast. The pink honor line paint was too feminine for Packy, so special grey 
paint had been made. Still, the game Park Bureau volunteers that manned the scooper did agree 
to pick up the Packy poop from the Zoo and pretend to scoop it, which added to the fun while 
flummoxing a couple reporters who took it all a little too seriously. 
 
The Rose Festival is nothing if not whimsical! 
 

Packing a Punch 
 
Packy the Elephant could have easily been named Serendipity. The choice of Packy in his 50th 
year to be Grand Marshal for the Grand Floral Parade in its 100th year was almost too perfect. The 
partnership with the Oregon Zoo made for fantastic co-promotion, and the compelling story of the 
50-year queen and her relationship with Packy put a human spin on an animal tale. Once again, 
the Rose Festival learned it was possible to expect great results from doing the unexpected. 
 
The choice of Packy as Grand Marshal was a big success—one might even say it was an 
elephantine success!  
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Supporting Question: What challenges/obstacles did you foresee or encounter in creating 
the program, and how did you handle them? 

 
The first challenge was to convince key leaders that the choice of Packy as Grand Marshal was a 
good one. This turned out to be surprisingly easy, and the rest fell into place. Collaborating with the 
Oregon Zoo was not only natural, it was actually fun. 
 
The hardest part was finding ways to describe how Packy would be present in the parade without 
actually being there, but eventually even the most obtuse reporters got the picture. The reaction to 
the choice was overwhelmingly positive, and the Grand Marshal coverage was excellent.  
 
The challenge now foreseen for the Grand Floral Parade Creative Team is coming up with a great 
Grand Marshal next year, because Packy has left some big tracks to fill! 
 
 

 
LINKS: 
 
http://www.rosefestival.org/events/grandfloralparade/ 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U5az3JLO2YM 
 
 



 

Packy's birth was trumpeted (pun 
intended) around the world, and 
the Portland Rose Festival 
considered making him Grand 
Marshal that year. 
 
The following year, Packy was still 
so popular, he became the focus 
of the Rose Festival's souvenir pin!



 

 
Rose Festival President Sue Bunday makes the 
surprise announcement of Packy as the Grand 

Marshal of the Grand Floral Parade, and the special 
logo is unveiled by Queen Lamarra and Parade 

Chairman, Brett Baker. 



 

 

Packy was 'knighted' from the stage, safely far from the 
elephant enclosure. 

 
Later the Rose Festival Queen, Lamarra Haynes, flanked 
by members of the Royal Rosarians, got up close and 

personal with newly dubbed, Sir Packy. 



 

 

At 50 years of age, Packy the Elephant became the first non‐human 
honoree to be knighted by the venerable Royal Rosarians (who were 

celebrating their own Centennial this year). 



 

 
 
1962 Rose Festival Queen, Cherie Viggers Sanville, 
got her chance to ride with Packy at last, after being 

banned from riding the Packy float in the 1963 
Tournament of Roses Parade. 

 
(She also got a chance to meet the icon sharing her 

50‐year milestone!) 



 

 
Parade Manager Marilyn Clint,  

who conceived of it all, got her typically behind-
the-scenes chance to pose with Packy before 

parade day. 
 

Her own milestone of managing the parade for 
25 years was reached in 2012! 







Sir Packy to be Grand Floral grand marshal

Sir Packy to be Grand Floral grand marshal

by Jeff Thompson, KGW.com Staff

kgw.com

Posted on April 14, 2012 at 4:21 PM

Updated Friday, May 25 at 2:20 PM

PORTLAND -- Just before Portland's Royal Rosarians knighted the Oregon Zoo's Packy the elephant, Rose Festival officials

announced he would be the grand marshal of the 2012 Grand Floral Parade.

"After being considered for the honor in 1962 at barely two months of age, Packy finally gets his chance," said Rich Jarvis of

the Rose Festival Foundation.

Photos: Packy through the years

"Packy is the first grand marshal that will not be able to actually ride in the parade," Jarvis added. "But even though parade

fans will not see him in person, the Rose Festival and the Oregon Zoo will make sure his footprint is all over the nation's

second largest all-floral parade."

Portland Rose Festival president Sue Bunday made the announcement during Sir Packy's 50th birthday party at the

Oregon Zoo in April.

Click for our complete Rose Festival guide

News Video

Switch back to Marilyn Cli

Credit: Mike Benner

News

Shootout in N. Portland; Peninsula Park evacuated  
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News

Burglar hides in Vancouver home with family inside  

News

Nike to drop Joe Paterno name on its daycare center  

News

Beach proposed for Willamette River  

News

Meth, stolen bikes seized in Old Town bust  

News

TriMet driver loses job over family forced off bus in rain  

Outbound Yahoo Video Feed

Occupy protest parks have rat infestation  

News

Water jet pack flier hovers over Portland  
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More Video
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News

Road worker hit, killed on Clackamas Co. road  

Stephanie A. DePrima ·  Top Commenter · Many Community
Colleges/Ca.& Or.

... Only in Oregon! This is so amazing... I LOVE this state!

Reply ·  · Like · Follow Post · April 14 at 5:50pm4

Racheal Murray ·  Top Commenter

Well, gotta say that Packy is a better choice than Darcelle was....

Reply ·  · Like · Follow Post · April 15 at 8:38am2

Jessica Felkel · Native English Teacher at Jeongsong Language School
(JLS)

Seriously, what is the point if he does not actually get to GO and be a part
of it??

Reply · Like · Follow Post · April 15 at 7:46pm

Jessica Felkel · Native English Teacher at Jeongsong Language
School (JLS)

I was excited to see this until I found out he was not actually
going to be in the parade! What is up with that??

Reply · Like · April 15 at 8:59pm

Joanne Godfrey ·  Top Commenter · Works at Portland Public Schools

Seriously? Only in Portland...just plain silly...

Reply · Like · Follow Post · April 15 at 7:20am

View 1 more

Teresa Isle Fry ·  Top Commenter · Keizer, Oregon

Silly? Why? He is just as much a celebrity as any human they
could find.

Reply ·  · Like · April 15 at 4:46pm1

Joanne Godfrey ·  Top Commenter · Works at Portland
Public Schools

They couldn't find someone who has helped others? Donated
their time, volunteered for their community, given of
themselves and then honored them with the task? This seems
like a frivolous gesture when there could be someone who
deserves it more...

Reply · Like · April 15 at 7:07pm

Teresa Isle Fry ·  Top Commenter · Keizer, Oregon

Joanne Godfrey Packy has contributed to the economy and
pleased many people over the years. You know as well as I do
that those people give of themselves not to be grand marshall
of some parade/1

Reply · Like · April 15 at 7:17pm
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Ross William Hamilton, The OregonianEnlarge

Portland, Oregon -- April 14, 2012 -- Greater Portland celebrates Packy's
50th birthday. Ross William Hamilton/The Oregonian

Packy celebrates 50th birthday with cake and a Royal Rosarian

knighting gallery (9 photos)

Packy the elephant celebrates his 50th birthday at the Oregon Zoo
Published: Saturday, April 14, 2012, 9:35 PM     Updated: Saturday, April 14, 2012, 10:10 PM

 
By 

Scott Learn, The Oregonian

Packy the elephant celebrated his 50th birthday

today by becoming the first animal knighted by the

Royal Rosarians, listening to thousands of fans

sing him Happy Birthday and swallowing a

40-pound cake in nine minutes and 57 seconds.

The 12,600-pound pachyderm and face of the

Oregon Zoo debuted on April 14, 1962, the first

elephant born in North America in 44 years.

How big of a deal was it? Kathi Ray of Beaverton,

one of roughly 12,000 people who attended the

zoo's birthday bash today, would like to fill you in.

Ray was a 12-year-old in Toledo, Ore., at the time.

Her class studied elephants in minute detail in the

months leading up to his birth.

"The whole state was in an uproar," Ray said. "It

was like everyone was united around Packy. We

just couldn't do enough."

Packy's 50 years have seen big strides in zoo

practices and research on elephants, a stark

decline in the prospects for Asian elephants in the

wild and the birth of 28 elephants at the zoo,

including seven sired by Packy himself. Packy

helped drive the zoo's elephant program to the top

tier and was a linchpin for voter-approved bond

measures to improve the zoo.

During Packy's warm morning bath today, elephant

curator Bob Lee said North America's oldest Asian elephant is doing quite well at 50. In captivity, an Asian elephant's

Packy the elephant celebrates his 50th birthday at the Oregon Zoo http://blog.oregonlive.com/portland_impact/print.html?entry=/2012/04/pa...
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More

Continuing
coverage of
Packy the
elephant

life expectancy is 44.

Packy is free of skin and digestive problems. He shows no signs of arthritis, a common problem as elephants age.

And he can still outwalk his keepers with ease, Lee said -- "he still moves like a young man."

During his bath, Packy knelt on two and then four knees. When he stood up, his bulk was

daunting up close. He weighs as much as two Ford F-250s and tops 10 feet at the

shoulders, with his deep brown eyes about as high as a basketball rim. He's still the clear

patriarch of the zoo's seven-elephant herd, Lee said, but is relatively mild-tempered for a

bull elephant.

When Packy reaches through an open door with his trunk to take a banana from your

hand, you can barely feel the pull.

After the bath, Packy ambled into the front room of the elephant barn, pacing in front of windows lined with children.

Their eyes went wide.

Packy tossed hay onto his back, gobbled huge stalks of bamboo and toyed with tricky feeders designed to exercise

his ample and sophisticated elephant brain.

"He's big and tall and cute," 10-year-old Jaime Mahin of Troutdale summed up.

Packy was knighted as an honorary Royal

Rosarian, joining Mickey Mouse and the Oregon

Duck among Portland's ambassadors of good will.

Rose Festival officials announced he will serve as

grand marshal of this year's Grand Floral Parade

(though he won't be there in person).

But the day's highlights for Packy were the singing of the birthday song -- Lee says he perks up every year when he

hears it -- and his cake, layers of carrots, celery, yams, apples, bananas, buttercream frosting and whole-wheat

bread. Packy likes the bread so much it's used as a training incentive.

A dozen protesters outside urged the zoo to build an off-site preserve for its elephants. Zoo officials say finding the

right spot and operations money will be a challenge.

The zoo is building a new elephant exhibit that will quadruple the space to six acres by 2015. The design is based

on the many lessons Packy has passed on, Lee said -- what's worked best for Packy.

"He's taught everyone so much," Lee said, "not only here but around the world."

Lee said he hopes Packy's popularity inspires Oregonians to learn more about the plight of roughly 43,000 wild Asian

elephants, listed as endangered and hit by poaching and population growth in the world's densest region.

Packy's 50th birthday bash at the Oregon Zoo (video)

On April 14, 1962, Packy was born at the Oregon Zoo. Thousands
turned out to help him celebrate his 50th birthday, see him eat his cake
and be knighted by the Royal Rosarians and 2011 Queen of Rosaria
Lamarra Haynes.

Packy the elephant celebrates his 50th birthday at the Oregon Zoo http://blog.oregonlive.com/portland_impact/print.html?entry=/2012/04/pa...

2 of 3 7/13/2012 12:14 AM



That sentiment was echoed by many who came to Packy's party, including Julia Longacre of Portland, who also turned

50 today. As a former zoo volunteer in Minnesota, Longacre said there are legitimate concerns about problems for

zoo animals.

But "you only protect what you know," she said, "and this gives you a wonderful chance to get to know."

-- Scott Learn

© 2012 OregonLive.com. All rights reserved.

Packy the elephant celebrates his 50th birthday at the Oregon Zoo http://blog.oregonlive.com/portland_impact/print.html?entry=/2012/04/pa...

3 of 3 7/13/2012 12:14 AM



by: VERN UYETAKE - Cherie Viggers Sanville
waves from her seat in his yearÃ¢s Grand Floral
Parade. Fifty years ago, she was not allowed to
appear in the Tournament of Roses parade in
Pasadena, Calif., and Rose Festival officials
decided to right this wrong.

Dont rain on my parade

Published on Saturday, June 30, 2012 | Written by Claire Oliver | 

Wilsons first-ever Rose Festival queen appears on grand marshal float after Tournament of Roses slight
50 years ago

HILLSDALE - In 1962, when he was just two months old, Portland favorite Packy the elephant narrowly missed
his chance at the title of grand marshal of the Rose Festival Grand Floral Parade. That year, Rose Festival Queen
Cherie Viggers Sanville was also denied her chance to represent Portland in the Tournament of Roses.

Taking a chance to right these past wrongs, this year's Rose Festival
offered the two front and center spots in this year's festivities, as Packy
took the title of grand marshal and Sanville rode on the grand marshal
float in the June 9 parade.

Sanville was the first Rose Festival queen to be crowned from Wilson High
School when she took the crown in 1962.

The selection process was different back then, she said.

Each senior girl was expected to tryout for the court. They would all walk
across a stage and state their names, Sanville said, and then they were
narrowed down into groups of 40 and 20 finalists.

"It was part of senior experience," she said.

She said this version of the selection process helped her at the time.

"I wasn't princess material," she said. "I was 5-foot-2 and had freckles."

That year, Sanville made appearances at festivals such as the Seattle Seafair and received $500 in scholarship
money. When she married her husband, Dave, three years later, she wore the gown she wore as Rose Festival
queen as her wedding dress.

The year of Sanville's reign, a float was built in honor of Packy's birth.

At the time, queens rode in the Grand Floral Parade, but only floats were sent to the Tournament of Roses in
Pasadena, Calif. There had been a push the previous year to send the queens as well, and so the Rose Festival
agreed to send Sanville to a reception in Pasadena to watch the parade but not appear in it.

Once she got there, officials from the Tournament of Roses offered to put her on the float, which honored Packy, in
the parade.

However, when they called to ask permission from the Rose Festival, its organizers declined and said they
wouldn't have their queen riding on a float with elephants.

The decision caused a stir with the public, resulting in letters to the editor and a story in the Oregonian.

Sanville said 50-year Rose Festival queens traditionally ride in a car in the parade, but researchers found these
original newspaper clippings and decided to make up for the festival's earlier decision.

When officials called Sanville, she said she just started laughing.

"It felt like dÃ©jÃ  vu," she said.

So, 50 years later, Sanville rode on the grand marshal float during the 100th annual parade. And although, as in
1962, Packy was represented in the parade with a life-size likeness, Sanville did get some up-close-and-personal
time with him at his home at the Oregon Zoo, where she fed him bananas.

Portland Tribune and Community Newspapers - Dont rain on m... http://vvvvvv.portlandtribune.com/scc/104-features/111847-dont...
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"He was very gentle. (His trunk) felt like little fingers," she said.

Sanville, who has participated in seven other Rose Festival Grand Floral Parades (and has never been rained on),
said her seat from atop the grand marshal float was cold but came with a great view of the crowd, including high
school classmates, her children's friends and four of her six grandchildren.

"You can see everything; faces," she said. "That's what made it the most fun."

Portland Tribune and Community Newspapers - Dont rain on m... http://vvvvvv.portlandtribune.com/scc/104-features/111847-dont...
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If you have trouble viewing this, you can see the webpage here:
http://www.cooleremail.net/users/rfestival/RoseFestivalNews_2012Apr19.html

Royal Rosarian Centennial
Grand Floral Ball

Saturday, June 9, 2012
Location: Hilton Portland and Executive
Tower

The Royal Rosarians (a unique
organization separate from the Portland
Rose Festival Foundation) serve as
Portland's official greeters and
ambassadors by charter from the Mayor's
office. They march alongside the bands
and floats in the Grand Floral Parade and
produce several events throughout the
year and during the Rose Festival.

Don't miss your chance to party with the
people who put the 'Rose' in the Rose
City! The Royal Rosarian Centennial
Grand Floral Ball promises to be an
elegant evening that only comes once in a
hundred years, featuring good food, great
entertainment and gregarious company in
the Grand Ballroom of the Hilton Portland
& Executive Tower, the largest hotel in
Oregon.

It's our 100th Grand Floral
Parade!

Saturday, June 9, 2012

Time: 10:00 a.m.
Route: Veterans Memorial Coliseum to
downtown Portland
(Coliseum tickets are available for
purchase HERE.)

This is a year of milestones, like the Royal
Rosarian's Centennial and Packy's 50th
birthday. One of our most anticipated
milestones is the hundredth year of the
Rose Festival's cornerstone event, the
Grand Floral Parade!

Packy (the nation's oldest and largest
Asian elephant) is a Portland icon, and the
Rose Festival is Portland's Official Festival
-- so it's only fitting that 2012 brings these
two together with the announcement of
Packy as the Grand Marshal of the Spirit
Mountain Casino Grand Floral Parade!

History and Roses Tour 2012!

Saturday, April 7 - Saturday, June 9
[See Tour schedule and website for more
detailed information.]

In celebration of the Rose Festival's strong
ties to Portland history, the Festival has
selected several vintage Portland homes,
landmarks, museums and gardens around
the Rose City to be included in this year's
History and Roses tour.

Each place on the tour marks a historic
and magnificent piece of Oregon History.
There are opportunities to visit places like
The Bomber Restaurant (which currently
houses an intact, World II B-17G Bomber
plane), the famous Pittock mansion and
the Pearson Air Museum (where they
currently have a flight simulator lab
featuring the same model plane that Silas
Christofferson flew), to name only a few.

For a detailed Tour schedule click HERE
[PDF].

Note: The above document is in .pdf
format. Do you need Adobe READER? It's
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Read more about The Grand Floral ball
HERE [PDF].

Note: The above document is in .pdf
format. Do you need Adobe READER? It's
free!

Learn More (about the ball)

Our own Rich Jarvis (right) celebrated his
birthday at Packy's celebration on April 14. (With

Marilyn Clint, left.)

Spirit Mountain Casino, Union Pacific, the
Royal Rosarian Foundation and the
Safeway Foundation!

The Living History Program
Returns for 2012!

Established in 2007, the Living History
Program was designed to bring the history
of Portland and the Rose Festival to life
for students of history, both young and old,
through costumed characters and a
historical curriculum. The Living History
Program has been recognized by IFEA as
one of the Best Educational Programs and
one of the Best Community Outreach
programs in the world for three years in a
row now.

This year, we're excited to introduce three
new characters: WJ Hofman, Thelma
Hollingsworth and Silas Chritofferson. Be
sure to join us in celebrating the 100-year-
anniversary of Silas' aviation feat during
the 2012 Rose Festival!

Learn More

free!

Learn More

Rose Festival mascot, Clown Prince Angel (right)
with zoo elephant friend!

            

click me to visit the Rose Festival website

The Portland Rose Festival Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
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O R E G O N  Z O O    P A C K Y ’ S  5 0 T H  B I R T H D A Y    2 0 1 2   M E D I A  K I T

GETTING TO KNOW PACKY

6

Packy is the tallest Asian 
elephant in the United 
States at 10 feet, 6 

inches, and his 12,500-pound 
weight isn’t anything to sneeze 
at either. While Packy has 
quite the sweet tooth — he’s 
particularly fond of juicy fruits 
— keepers help him maintain 
a healthy weight through 
exercise, diet and regular 
weigh-ins. Packy has sired seven 
calves, including Oregon Zoo 
elephants Sung-Surin (Shine) 
and Rama.

His lineage
Packy’s father, Thonglaw, might 
be considered “the elephant 
father of North America.” In 
addition to Packy, Thonglaw 
fathered 14 other calves, a 
record at the time. 

Packy’s 50th birthday story began in 1960, when 
Thonglaw and female elephant Belle were living in 
Woodland, Wash., with noted animal trader Morgan 
Berry. The elephants bred that July and were then 
brought to the Oregon Zoo by Berry, along with another 
female, Pet.

From then on, zoo veterinarian Dr. Matthew Maberry 
kept a meticulous chart of Belle’s pregnancy. Always a 
quiet, calm animal, Belle behaved normally during her 
pregnancy, but by her 18th month, she began to show 
signs of discomfort. 

For Maberry and senior elephant keeper Al Tucker, 
it was the beginning of a hectic time. Like zoo staff 
everywhere, they knew little about elephant births, 
and there were few books of any use on the subject. A 
pragmatist with broad wildlife obstetrical experience, 
Maberry had delivered lions, tigers and buffaloes at the 
zoo — but no elephants. Maberry always said in those 
days, “I learned from Belle and she learned from me.”

By the 19th month of Belle’s 
pregnancy, Maberry could feel 
and hear a fetal heartbeat, and 
thought it was “just a matter of 
time.” No one then knew the 
duration of an elephant’s gestation 
period, as it was Oregon Zoo 
elephant births — starting with 
Packy — that established gestation 
lasts 20 to 22 months.

His birth
When the zoo announced in 1961 
that Belle was pregnant, the city 
went wild. No Asian elephants 
had been born in the Western 
Hemisphere in almost 44 years. 
Since the first elephant arrived in 
the U.S. aboard a ship in 1796, in 
fact, only nine elephants had been 
born on the continent, and most 
had died suddenly in infancy. 

Portland radio stations launched hourly “Belle Bulletins,” 
and the zoo was deluged with elephantine baby-shower 
gifts. Local department stores stocked up on, and 
immediately sold out of, stuffed toy elephants. News 
reporters from around the country camped out in the 
elephant barn to wait for the birth.

Belle finally dropped her baby at 5:58 a.m. on Saturday, 
April 14, 1962. Within 40 minutes the baby was nursing. 
(Packy was the first North American elephant to be 
raised exclusively on mother’s milk.) At birth, Packy 
weighed 225 pounds and stood 35 inches tall.  

During Packy’s first days on view, the baby elephant 
attracted the largest crowds then seen at the zoo. 
Attendance that year topped one million for the first 
time, a record not broken until the zoo’s Africa exhibit 
opened in 1989. 

His name
Belle’s fuzzy little elephant baby became known as Packy 
on April 24, 1962. The name was chosen from among 
more than 3,000 entries in a contest held by radio 
station KPOJ. Wayne W. French of Gresham suggested 
the winning name, earning himself a portable stereo set.
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