








Clarksville, Tenn.—Little
Big Town will soon be
making an appearance in
our own little big town.

The band responsible
for the song, “Shut Up
Train” as well as the hits
“Boondocks,” “Little
White Church,” “Good as
Gone” and “A Little More
You,”willbe theheadliner
for The Rivers & Spires
Festival, capping off the
free, outdoor festivalwith
a performance 9 p.m. Sat-
urday, April 21.

That performance is
but one shining light in an
award-winning festival –
now 10 years old – that is
day-glo with talent.

“It’s hard to believe an-
other year has passed and
we are gearing up for the
10th annual Rivers and

Spires Festival, April 19-
21,” said a release from
Robin Burton, vice-presi-
dent of marketing for
Clarksville Montgomery
County Economic Devel-
opmentCouncil. “Asusual
there will be tons of free
concerts, entertainment

and activities. But, be-
cause it is our birthday,
andwe thinkabig one, the
festival has a few sur-
prises up its sleeve, but
you’ll have to come out
and see!”

Live music is only part
of what Rivers & Spires
has to offer.

“There is art, crafts, a
children’s parade, food,
drinks and fun to be found
on every corner,” Burton
said.

Find out more about
the Rivers & Spires Festi-
val at riversandspires-
.com, then catch the April
13 edition of Go for an in-
side look at some of the
festival’s best entertain-
ers.

Stacy Leiser
Features Editor
245-0720
stacyleiser@theleafchronicle.com

Little Big Town joined Rascal Flatts to close the CMAMusic Festival last year. In two
weeks, Little Big Town joins Clarksville for a free show 9 p.m. Saturday, April 21, capping
off the Rivers & Spires Festival. THE TENNESSEAN/LARRY MCCORMACK

Rivers & Spires Fest
coming April 19 - 21

By Stacy Leiser
Leaf-Chronicle

RIVERS &
SPIRES
FESTIVAL
WHEN: April 19 - 21
WHERE: Downtown
Clarksville
COST: Free
CALL: Doug Barber,
245-4344
ONLINE: riversand-
spires.com

Little Big Town headlines diverse entertainment lineup



chard Crisp Apple Cider,
Schlafly Dry Hopped
APA, Schlafly Kolsch,
Schlafly Oatmeal Stout
and Leinenkugel’s Sum-
mer Shandy.

Blue Moon Pale Moon,
New Castle Summer Ale
and SamAdamsWhitewa-
ter IPA are three new
beers that will be in the
mix.

Turner had thoughts
about the rise of craft
brands and import bands.

“I think it’s just proba-
bly people are looking for
quality beers,” he said. “I
almost compare them to
thehowalotofpeople look
at them as being even
morecomplex thanwine.”

And Turner hopes that,
on the heels of this first
Brewfest, the next time
participants go to the
store, they will buy one of
the sampled beers.

A side note, the Rivers
of Wine event that fea-
tured wineries from
acrossTennesseewon’t be
part of the festival this
year because of schedul-
ing conflicts with several
of the wineries.

Karen Parr-Moody, 245-0203
Features Reporter
karenparrmoody@theleafchron-
icle.com
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CLARKSVILLE, Tenn. —
Craft brands and imports
are riding awave of popu-
larity among beer drink-
ers, as are beer festivals.
So the Rivers & Spires
Brewfest is right on time
with its first two-day, out-
doorbeer festival thatwill
feature an array of craft
beers among the 70
brands.

The event has only a
limited number of tickets,
whichcanbepurchased in
advance online at river-
sandspires.com/events/
brewfest. Tickets are $20
each day, and guests, who
will receive a commemo-
rative beer mug, are re-
quiredtoshowanIDat the
gate. The event will be
held downtown at the cor-
ner parking lot of Main
and Third Streets from 6
to 9 p.m. Friday, April 20,
and 4 to 8 p.m., Saturday,
April 21.

“(Beer festivals) have
been a popular thing
around the country for a
few years now,” said Paul
Turner,marketing and op-
erations manager at Ajax
Distributing, one of the
event’s organizers. “And
with the craft brands

growing, it just seemed
likeagreatfitforthecity.”

The rise of craft brew-
ing has brought forth,
through small breweries,
a variety of beers with
great depth. Among these
arered,amber,goldenand
pale ales, not to mention
stouts, wheat beers, farm-
housealeand the like.Tur-
ner called the popularity
ofcraftbrandsandimport
brands an “absolutely
huge trend.”

Just some of the beers
included in the Brewfest
tasting are the following:
Bridgeport IPA, Black-
stone APA, Blackstone St.
Charles Porter, Black-
stone Nut Brown Ale,
Blackstone Chaser Pale,
Angry Orchard Apple
Ginger Cider, Angry Or-

Craft brands and imports will be among the 70 beer brands sampled at the inaugural
Rivers & Spires Brewfest.

Brewfest to highlight
array of craft beers
First event for festival will feature 70 brands
By Karen Parr-Moody
Leaf-Chronicle RIVERS& SPIRES

BREWFEST
WHEN: 6 to 9 p.m. Friday,
April 20, and 4 to 8 p.m.

April 21.
WHERE: corner parking lot
ofMain and
COST: ckets are $20 each
day
ONLINE: riversand-

a fundraiser – they can
just participate in it and
be their wonderful
selves.”

More fun for the
youngoneswill be found
in the Kidz Zone. There
children will find an ar-
ray of free entertain-
ment, such as an inflat-
able jungle, walls for
climbing and painting
activities geared toward

kids ages 2 to 12. The
Kidz Zone will be open 5
to 9 p.m., Friday, April
20, and 10 a.m.-9 p.m.,
Saturday, April 21.

The female clown
“Lovey” will put on a
show for children at the
Kidz Zone at 6 and 7
p.m., Friday, April 20,
and at 11:30 a.m., 2:15
p.m.and4:30p.m.,Satur-
day, April 21.

Karen Parr-Moody, 245-0203
Features Reporter
karenparrmoody@theleaf-
chronicle.com

Continued from Page 4

Parade KIDZ ZONE
WHEN: 5-9 p.m., Friday,
April 20, and 10 a.m.-9
p.m. April 21.
“Lovey” the
at 6 and 7 p.m. Friday,
April 20, and 11:30 a.m.,
2:15 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.

April 21.
WHERE: Kidz Zone in
front of First Baptist
Church, 435 Madison
COST: Free
ONLINE: riversand-

zone

about this is every year
it gets bigger and bet-
ter,” she said.

Karen Parr-Moody, 245-0203
Features Reporter
karenparrmoody@theleaf-
chronicle.com

performingarts lessons.
The cash pool is courte-
sy of Mathews Nissan
dealership and Daymar
Institute.

For those looking to
see who wins, Maselli
gives the Aspire to Star-
dom contest her re-
sounding vote.

“The really cool thing

Continued from Page 4

Aspire

Tristan McIntosh was the winner of last year’s Aspire to
Stardom contest during the Rivers & Spires Festival. Th
annual contest occurs again this year on Friday, Apr
20.
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SERIOUS INJURY LAW EXPERT
I Specialize In:
• Spine or Disk Injury Case • Serious Injury From Vehicle Accident

• Wrongful Death Claim • Work Injury

• Birth Injury • Other Serious Injury

• Social Security Disability

931-648-9621
www.ClarksvilleAttorney.com

221 S. 2nd St. • Clarksville, TN. 37040

Wiliam L. Aldred is certified as a civil trial specialist by the National Board of Trial Advocacy

and Tennessee Commission on Continuing Legal Education and Specialization.

LAWYER
BILL ALDRED

CLARKSVILLE, Tenn. —Americans can’t seem to wit-
ness a reality competition without getting their eye-
balls glued to the TV. So the Rivers & Spires Festival,
along with Gateway Realty, will continue its popular
annual contest, Aspire to Stardom, at 5 p.m., Friday
April 20, on theCourthouse Stage next to 2Millennium
Plaza. The youth talent showwill be televised, and tal-
ent scouts will be in the crowd.

During Aspire to Stardom, youths ages 3 to 20 will
sing, dance and even per-
form comedy. Coordina-
tor Kelly Maselli, a bro-
ker with Gateway Realty,
has high hopes for the
event based on the talent
seen in the preliminary
screenings. The final
number of performers is
27, she said.

“I think we auditioned
about 800 kids,” Maselli
said. “We’ve got it nar-
roweddown to27, and it is
the most diverse group
thatwehaveeverhad.Be-
causeofwhereweare,we
always seem to be very
heavy on the country mu-
sic. And this particular
time, we have something
for everybody.”

She said one contestant, Brianna Middleton, “is
probably Whitney Houston’s replacement.” Another,
Clint Fisher, is a countrymusic talent who alsomodels
for the fashion companyHollister.Maselli compares a
group of four brothers calledNewFortune to the Jack-
son Five.

As for a group calledLoveScrub?Maselli said, “Lit-
tle Big Town better watch out on them.”

CompetitorDerrionReddin is a dancer and football
player for Montgomery Central High School.

“It’s hard to believe that such a big guy can be so
graceful and so amazing,” Maselli said.

After raving about several more contestants, Ma-
selli finally stopped. But she did so with a caveat.

“I could go on,” she said. “This is literally the best
talent we have ever had.”

Thewinners will receive cash awards and trophies.
First place gets $2,500, second place gets $500 and
third place gets $250. Maselli also said the winner will
get twodonationsof$500;oneamountwillgo to theaca-
demic school he or she attends, and the other donation
will go to the school or individual that gave the youth
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CLARKSVILLE, Tenn. —
The patter of little feet
will be heard once again
during the Rivers &
Spires Festival Children’s
Parade that takes place
Saturday, April 21.

For the big event, chil-
dren 12 and younger,
alongwith their accompa-
nying adults, will join in
for the theme “It’s Your
Birthday!”

The lineup is at noon at
thefestival’sKidzZone, in
front of First Baptist
Church at 435Madison St.
The parade begins at 1

p.m. Children may dress
in costume and walk. Al-
ternately, they may ride
on small floats. Partici-
pants must register by
April 13 through the web-
site at riversand-
spires.com/events/chil-
drens-parade.

Organizer Shirley Tay-
lor said shealways tries to
comeupwith a theme that
will interest children.
This year, she thought
that since this was the
10th year for the festival
itself, it was time to cele-
brate that.

“In honor of the festi-
val’s 10th birthday, we’ll
just celebrate every-

body’s birthday,” Taylor
said.

“We knew birthdays
were something children
enjoyed.”

Taylor came up with
the parade idea eight
years ago after seeing a
children’s parade else-
where.

“Iwas thinking thatnot
every child is on a ball
team or in a Scout club,
and this is something that
anychildcan join in, and it
doesn’t cost them any-
thing,” she said.

“They don’t have to be
selling anything or doing

The Rivers &
Spires
Children’s
Parade has
included a
variety of
themes in
past years,
including one
with kids
dressed up as
fairy tale
characters.
LEAF-CHRONICLE

Birthday parade with clown at festival Kidz Zone
10th anniversary of festival focus of this year’s Children’s Parade

By Karen Parr-Moody
Leaf-Chronicle

‘IT’S YOUR
BIRTHDAY!’
RIVERS &
SPIRES
CHILDREN’S
PARADE
WHEN: lineup at noon,
Saturday, April 21; pa-
rade begins at 1 p.m.
WHERE: Kidz Zone in
front of First Baptist
Church, 435 Madison St.
COST: Free
ONLINE: Participants
must register by April 13
at riversandspires.com/
events/childrens-parade;
for additional info con-
tact Shirley ylor at
secretarytaylor@ya-
hoo.com.

Aspire talent show
looking for winners
27 contestants to show their stuff at festival
By Karen Parr-Moody
Leaf-Chronicle

ASPIRE TO
STARDOM
YOUTH TALENT
SHOW
WHEN: 5-9:30 p.m.
Friday, April 20
WHERE: Courthouse
Stage at 2 Millennium
Plaza
COST: Free
CALL: Kelly Maselli,
245-7368
ONLINE: riversand-
spires.com/events/youth-
talent-show

See ASPIRE, Page 5

See PARADE, Page 5

Larry McCoy
931-920-2222 | 931-320-0017
www.closetdesignspecialists.com

Save the digging for your garden

Get Organized TODAY!

• Custom Closet Organizers
Wood & Wire

• Garage Organizers
• Custom Shower Enclosures
• Custom Framed Mirrors

• Bathroom Accessories
• Door Hardware
• Blinds
• Ironing Boards

OVER 25
YEARS IN
CLARKSVILLE,
NEIGHBORS
WORKINGWITH
NEIGHBORS
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Rivers & Spires Bringing New Attractions To Its 10-Year Celebration 

Clarksville, Tn. – April 4, 2012 – The 10th Annual Rivers & Spires Festival, held April 19-21 in 

Downtown Clarksville, is only a few short weeks away and this year there will be a few special additions 

to help celebrate this milestone birthday.  

 

Imagine seeing the Festival in a whole new way. Fly through the air with the greatest of ease if you are 

daring enough to strap into the zip line that will soar over Strawberry Alley. Be sure to wave to your 

family and friends as you zip by and encourage them to get up there too!  

 

If you like to keep your feet firmly planted on the ground, that’s ok too. Bring everyone you know out to 

the Festival to enjoy the first Rivers & Spires fireworks show! Taking place on Friday night around 9:45, 

you will be able to best watch the pyrotechnics from Public Square as they light up the sky over the 

Cumberland River. It’s a special way to say thank you to all those who have supported the Festival these 

past 10 years and have helped it grow into an award-winning premier event in the Southeast.  

 

Rivers & Spires will bring craft beer tasting to a whole new level this year at the inaugural BrewFest. Set 

in a laid back atmosphere, you will enjoy beers picked by award-winning breweries across the country. 

For only $20 a day, you can purchase an armband, receive a commemorative BrewFest mini-mug and 

sample any (or all) of the 70 craft beers until your heart’s content.  Complete with a beer and food pairing 

presentation, a beer 101 event and prizes, this area of the Festival is sure to please all of your senses. For 

guests 21 years-old and over only, the BrewFest is open Friday from 5 to 9 p.m. and Saturday from 4 to 8 

p.m. Tickets are avaible for pre-purchase at riversandspires.com.  
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Have you ever wanted to learn how to Salsa dance? Well, this year you will have your chance! The 

Festival is also proud to honor the community’s diverse landscape by hosting a Festival of Nations. Did 

you know that Clarksville represents over 26 different countries?  Some of the countries include Japan, 

Panama, China, India, Africa, the Philippines, Germany, Korea and Mexico. Entertaining for all ages, 

visitors are welcome to explore authentic cuisine, dress, song and dance from all of the area’s cultural 

organizations. A full schedule of events can be found on the Rivers & Spires Web site.  

 

All the when and where can be hard to keep up with, especially when there is so much going on around 

every corner. To stay up to the minute on events and receive alerts about what’s going on before and 

during the Festival, be sure to sign up for the Rivers & Spires text club. All you have to do is text SPIRES 

to 68255.  It’s free to sign up, but message and data rates may apply.  

 

For more information please visit www.riversandspires.com. To see daily updates on the Festival become 

our friend on Facebook or follow us on Twitter @RIVERSandSPIRES. 

      ### 
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