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BEST CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING – FAMILY DAYS 
 
a. Introduction and background of main event 
 
The National Cherry Blossom Festival is positioned as one of the nation's greatest 
springtime celebrations.  The Festival includes spectacular weekends and daily events 
featuring diverse and creative programming promoting traditional and contemporary arts 
and culture, natural beauty, and community spirit.  Each year, the Festival 
commemorates the anniversary of the gift of the cherry blossom trees and the enduring 
friendship between the United States and Japan, and welcomes spring in the 
Washington, DC metro area.   
 
In honor of the 100-year anniversary of the gift of cherry blossom trees form Tokyo to 
Washington, DC, the Festival was extended to a 5-week celebration, March 20 through 
April 27.   
 
The National Cherry Blossom Festival produces and promotes signature events and 
programs.  Family Days is a free, signature event occurring on the Festival’s first 
weekend.  The Festival also serves as an umbrella organization, incorporating and 
promoting events and programs from over 50 participating organizations such as 
exhibits, athletics, theater, dance, concerts, and more.  
 
b. Description and purpose / objective of Children’s Program  
 
In 2006, the National Cherry Blossom Festival partnered with the National Building 
Museum (NBM) to create Family Day, a multidisciplinary event that kicks off the cherry 
blossom season with a day-long schedule of activities that is free and open to the public 
and celebrates Japanese art and design through hands-on projects, exhibitions, 
demonstrations and performances during the day.  In 2012, the Festival and NBM 
expanded the event to a full weekend, creating Family Days.  
 
Prior to the conception of Family Day, the National Building Museum was a participating 
organization in the National Cherry Blossom Festival, and held the annual Origami as 
Architecture Festival.  Due to a diminishing Museum staff to oversee coordination of that 
one-day event, the Festival recognized the opportunity to establish a long-term 
relationship with one of the premier museum’s in Washington, DC, as well as develop an 
event specifically targeted to youth and families.  The six-years-and-running partnership 
began, in which the Festival and the Museum collaborate to host a day-long affair for 
“kids of all ages” in one of the city’s most inspiring venues.  
 
In its first year, Family Day drew about 4,000 people, and its popularity has grown to 
consistently draw over 10,000 people each year.  In 2011, an attendance record was set 
of over 14,000, making the 2011 Family Day the most attended single-day family event 
in National Building Museum history. 
 
The objective of Family Day is to provide a place where families are able to work 
individually or together to create and take home craft projects and have a positive, fun, 
social experience in a museum while learning about another culture.  It fosters a 
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celebratory environment where anyone and everyone can celebrate spring and explore 
arts and design.  
 
There are two main components of Family Days: activity areas and performances.  The 
Festival and NBM work with a variety of museums and exhibitors to provide activities, 
and in 2012, nearly 20 stations were offered.  Since the event began, the focus of arts 
and crafts has expanded to include activities related to the Festival’s focus on 
environmental engagement, offering environmentally-friendly design initiatives.    
 
Cross-cultural performances from youth-oriented groups occur on stage throughout the 
event, providing another area of entertainment and exposure to different forms of dance, 
music, and more.  Impressive performance groups have represented a wide spectrum of 
origins, including:  

 DC performing arts schools 
 High school jazz bands from Japan 
 A world-premier multi-media presentation by acclaimed pianist Motoki Hirai 
 Exclusive preview excerpts from The Washington Ballet’s ALICE (in wonderland) 

2012 production 
 
Family Days is a 100% accessible event: there is no admission and there is no cost to 
completing any of the hands-on activities or watching the performances.    
 
c. What makes the program unique and creative? 
Each year, the excitement and buzz in the air is palpable at the onset of opening 
weekend of the National Cherry Blossom Festival.  While the majority of Festival events 
are family-friendly, Family Days makes children the priority, allowing them to learn, play, 
and have all their senses engaged for hours.  At the day’s end, they undoubtedly have 
new hand-made crafts to take home from the many activity stations sprawling across the 
National Building Museum’s Great Hall.   
 
Family Days is unique in that it blends interactive activities with energizing multi-cultural 
performances and demonstrations.  Activities highlight elements of Japanese art and 
design and increasingly focus on environmentally friendly design, aligning with the 
National Building Museum’s mission to educating people about the impact of the built 
environment.  Parents and children of all ages absorb subtle lessons throughout the day 
while being entertained, delighting in the many surprises and presentations in store.  
 
The layout and space for the event is also a unique asset, with enough room for tens of 
thousands in the Great Hall and additional space for programming in classrooms 
throughout the museum. 
 
The imaginative hands-on offerings change each year.  Many are familiar with origami, 
paper folding, but the lesser-known mon kiri, the Japanese art of cutting and folding 
paper, and kirigami, the Japanese art of paper cutting, expose children to new 
techniques.  Other arts and crafts have included decorating kabuki and sumo masks, 
construction of miniature Japanese-style paper gardens and bridges, and decorating an 
ornamental kite.  Creations centered around the environment have included planting a 
seedling and decorating a biodegradable CowPot™ to celebrate a “green” spring, and, 
decoupaging recyclable plastic bottles with newspaper to create eco-vases. 
 
Over the years, creative demonstrations and performances have included:  
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 Ukiyo-e, woodblock cutting 
 Mukimono, the ancient Japanese art of vegetable and fruit carving, demonstrated 

by culinary experts from the Art Institute of Washington 
 Installation of an original Japanese Garden by the Japanese Garden Society of 

Oregon 
 Master demonstration of traditional furoshki, the ancient Japanese art of cloth 

folding to carry or wrap items  
 Renowned origami designer Robert Lang’s all-day demonstration creating a life-

size giraffe, his work includes some of the world’s most complex designs created 
 On-site construction of a large Japanese lantern built with canned-food products  
 Tateshina High School All-Girls Jazz Band, made popular by the hit Japanese 

film Swing Girls 
 Taiko drumming 
 Kimono fashion shows 
 Face painting 
 Boys and Girls Club of Washington Teen Arts Performance 
 Photo ops with special guests like Desperaux the Mouse, the Minions from 

Despicable Me, Snoopy, and E.B. from Hop 
 
The Festival and NBM along with exhibitors always find new twists for inspired and 
innovative programming at Family Days, creating an activity-filled playground for families 
and annual favorite to help kick-off the National Cherry Blossom Festival.  
 
d. Target Audience / main target age group 
 
The target audience is children ages 5-12 and their families, though “kids of all ages” are 
welcome to attend and enjoy the offerings of the day.  Ages are posted as necessary 
when the activity skews towards younger school-age children, but there is something for 
every age at the event.  
 
e. Attendance / number of participants 
 
This year, over 13,000 people attended Family Days, with over 8,000 attending on 
Saturday, March 24 and nearly 5,000 attending Sunday, March 25.   
 
Approximately 110 volunteers amassed 385 hours of service over the course of the 
weekend, assisting at activity tables, information booths, and more.  
 
There were 19 different activities from participating exhibitors, and six performances by a 
variety of groups on the main stage each day. 
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f. Activities /entertainment provided 
 
A wide range of activities are provided.  In 2012, interactive experiences and exhibits 
allowed families to:  

 Construct shoji screens and pop-up Japanese architecture with the National 
Building Museum 

 Make cherry blossom trees with popcorn with Safeway 
 Make wood-clothespin Kokeshi doll ornaments with Howard University 
 Decode a secret message with the International Spy Museum 
 Take photos at the Snoopy Photo Station with MetLife 
 Start a stamp collection featuring flowers with the National Postal Museum 
 Create origami teahouses with National Building Museum Membership and 

Family Programs 
 Try on traditional Japanese clothing as well as create spring in DC postcards and 

cherry blossom paper flowers with the National Children’s Museum 
 Create artwork and enter the Peter Max coloring contest   
 Stitch a cherry blossom pin with The Textile Museum 
 View Japan NEXT, an exhibit on the future of Japan  
 Decorate a Happy Doll for a child in need  
 Receive an interactive lesson from Sharp Solar Academy interactive on climate 

change, renewable energy, and energy conservation 
 View entries from the National Cherry Blossom Festival® Youth Poster Contest  
 

Global and local performers took the stage throughout the weekend:  
 The Washington Ballet performed excerpts from ALICE (in wonderland) 
 Shizumi Kodomo Dance Troupe, a multicultural group, performed Japanese 

dance in traditional costume 
 Motoki Hirai performed a story-telling piano piece with violin accompaniment.  He 

is the grandson of the composer who wrote the seminal work Sakura, Sakura. 
 Tohoku University Jazz Orchestra from Japan joined DC-area Howard University 

Jazz Ensemble for a collaborative performance 
 Nen Daiko performed taiko drumming 
 Culture Shock D.C. performed hip hop dance 
 Bach to Rock music school 
 Buckhead Girls Choir of Atlanta, Georgia 
 Boys & Girls Club of Greater Washington 
 Blues Alley Youth Orchestra 
 Mars Hill Bible School Symphonic Winds 

 
This year, the Festival brought a new, noteworthy element to Family Days in honor of the 
100-year anniversary of the gift of trees.  Open to all attendees, the First-Day-of-Issue 
Ceremony for the Cherry Blossom Centennial Forever® stamps was held.  Created by 
the United States Postal Service, the program marked the first day the stamps were 
available to the public for purchase and featured remarks from dignitaries, including the 
U.S. Postmaster General and the Ambassador of Japan to the United States.  
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g. Local School involvement 
 
The event does not have a direct tie-in to schools.  However, each year, the Festival 
holds a Youth Art Contest for local students in DC public and charter schools, and the 
entries are displayed for the first time at Family Days.    

 
On Saturday, an awards ceremony took place on the stage with representatives from the 
Festival and the program sponsor, Safeway.  A winners’ reception was also held for 
students with their families and teachers.  
 
This year, the contest received over 270 submissions from 30 schools.  Students were 
asked to think of a place in their neighborhood and imagine what it would look like if it 
were transformed with the spirit of the Festival and 2012 Centennial Celebration to 
provide the contest’s theme.     
 
h. Tie-in of program to main event 
 
The National Cherry Blossom Festival promotes traditional and contemporary arts and 
culture, natural beauty in the environment, and community spirit.  The programming at 
Family Days encompasses all three themes.  Arts, cultural, and environment are all  
seen throughout programming.  The community is engaged and comes out in large 
numbers to attend the event.  Family Days also brings cross-sections of community 
together, by offering multi-cultural performances and by uniting and engaging the 
community with the free event.  Performances from area youth and groups from around 
the globe provide families exposure to a variety of genres and cultures.   
 
The décor of Family Days incorporates the blossoms and “look” of the Festival through 
branding on signage and staging.  It also incorporates items that children find visually 
interesting, providing another element to take in amidst the activity stations and stage.  
In the past, oversize blossom helium balloons or large pink cranes have been a focal 
point of the museum’s high ceiling.   
 
Many years, a specific aspect of the Festival is tied in to the event.  For instance, in 
2012, children created their own version of the Centennial Artwork by Peter Max by 
coloring a black and white copy.  In 2011, the National Children’s Museum oversaw a 
message banner on which children wrote words of support for Japan and those affected 
by the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami.  
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i. Overall revenue and expense budget of specific program / event 
 

Family Days Profit & Loss 

  Total 

  

    

Gross Profit $0.00  

Expenses $12,162.21 

Contractors $16,000.00 

Labor $7,245.00 

Program Expenses $12,905.00 

Decor $14,000.00 

Equipment Rental $19,508.80 

Marketing $3,267.60 

    

Total Expenses $85,088.61 

  

Sponsor Revenue $70,000.00 

  

Net  $ -15,088.61 

 
j. Description of sponsor / charity / volunteer / school/ other group involvement 

with event / program and benefits to each (if applicable) 
 
Family Days was presented with the National Building Museum, sponsored by Safeway 
and supported by Sharp Electronics Corporation, The Washington Examiner, and media 
partner WMZQ radio.  
 
Before Family Days, sponsors benefit through association with the event, including 
recognition on the Festival’s website, in the Festival’s printed pieces (including the 
Brochure, Official Guide, Commemorative Program), in press materials, on the Festival’s 
social and multi-media channels (Facebook, Twitter, the App), and more.  
 
Onsite, event sponsors benefit by exposure to a consistent turnout of over 10,000 
people.  Activation occurs through on-site signage, the printed program, and more.  
Highest-level sponsors sometimes also present an activity, keeping the relevance to the 
event’s purpose in mind along with their message.  For instance, Safeway has presented 
the canned food construction activity and the creation of a cherry blossom tree by using 
popcorn pieces.   
 
Cultural institutions and performing arts organizations get involved with Family Days via 
hands-on activities or performances as a direct marketing opportunity.  They gain access 
to over 10,000 people and have unique touch-points with attendees to build awareness 
about their individual missions as well as showcase their commitment to youth 
educational opportunities.  Exhibitors consider the event an invaluable investment and 
exposure opportunity.  
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k. Duration of program (start to finish) and years program has been part of event 
 
Since 2006, Family Day has taken place at the start of the National Cherry Blossom 
Festival, presented in conjunction with the National Building Museum.  The seventh 
annual event took place in 2012, held on Saturday, March 24 from 10:00am to 4:30pm, 
and Sunday, March 25 from 11:00am to 3:30pm.  
 
l. Overall effectiveness / success of program 
 
Family Days is effective because it utilizes the Festival’s platforms – arts and culture, 
natural beauty in the environment, and community – to create a fun, educational 
atmosphere for families, encouraging exploration of environmentally-friendly and 
Japanese aspects of design.   It embodies the excitement of the nation’s greatest 
springtime celebration throughout the free programming offered.  
 
A range of exhibitors and museums participate, ensuring the creativity of activities 
always evolve with exciting arts and crafts.  By presenting a variety of performances, 
children see different aspects of culture, like hip-hop, ballet, and traditional Japanese 
dance.  When techniques not necessarily in common vernacular are presented, such as 
kirigami, children are exposed to a cultural experience they cannot find everyday.   
 
Family Days effectively engages the community with hours of free entertainment, 
creating an enticing atmosphere for the opening weekend of the National Cherry 
Blossom Festival.  Its popularity drove the expansion to a full weekend.  Children and 
their parents consistently line up at the entrance to the National Building Museum to 
participate as soon as doors open, and attendance has grown from 4,000 to over 10,000 
people in just seven years.   
 
The successful program reaches tens of thousands with the messages of the Festival, 
and its activities help celebrate spring and have a strong impact on encouraging 
discovery of culture and environment through architecture and design.  Based upon an 
exit survey administered at the event in partnership with graduate students from The 
George Washington University, a large majority of attendees were “very satisfied” (84.1 
percent) with the event. This very important statistic shows that the Festival is exceeding 
expectations of attendees and creating a fulfilling experience.  Anecdotal verbal 
responses collected via the survey demonstrated that both adults and children were very 
pleased with the activities and entertainment provided.  The survey also captured 
feedback that many attendees of the Saturday Family Days event were greatly pleased 
with the inclusion of the First-Day-of-Issuance Ceremony for the commemorative 
stamps. 
 
Family Days also earns significant media coverage, prior to and after the event. This 
year, headlines included:  

 “U.S. Postal Service To Release Cherry Blossom Centennial Stamps With Help 
From Japan Ambassador,” Huffington Post 

 “Cherry Blossom Festival Marks Centennial Event,” Voice of America 
 “Plenty of fun at this year’s festival,” The Washington Post (Kids Post) 
 “Washington, DC: Cherry Blossom Fun at the National Building Museum,” 

Kidventerous.com  
 “DC in Bloom: The 2012 National Cherry Blossom Festival,” KidFriendlyDC.com  
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 Television outlets covered Family Days at the commemorative stamp issuance 
including local (WTTG) and national FOX 5, Japanese television outlet FUJI TV, 
and several stamp trade publications. 

 
Supporting Question -  What did you do to update / change this program from the 
year before? Were your updates / changes successful? Please provide 
measurable results /examples. 

 
Changes to the event included the timeframe and variety of programming.  The biggest 
update to Family Days came with the expansion to a two-day event due to popularity.   
Expansion was successful because it helped ease the crowd flow at the National 
Building Museum, thereby allowing for more quality time between the exhibitors and the 
attendees at the hands-on activity stations.  By creating a two-day event, the Festival 
and NBM were able to leverage the first day’s set-up into a second day, adding another 
4.5 hours of festivities for families.   
 
In addition, there was an effort to increase focus on the stage to present not only youth 
or youth-oriented artists from the DC area, but nationally and internationally.  
Accomplishing that goal, out of 11 performance groups, there were two national (the 
Buckhead Girls Choir of Atlanta, Georgia and Mars Hill Bible School Symphonic Winds 
of Florence, Alabama) and two international (Motoki Hiraii, a descendant of the 
composer who wrote the seminal work Sakura, Sakura, came from London; the Tohoko 
University Jazz Band from Japan). 
 
Another change incorporated an event that took place specifically for the 2012 
Centennial Celebration of the gift of trees.  Upon learning that the United States Postal 
Service (USPS) would hold a First-Day-of-Issuance Ceremony for the Cherry Blossom 
Forever® stamps, the Festival looked for existing infrastructure at a current event that 
might be appropriate.  The organizations, with NBM, decided that Family Days would fit 
well, utilizing the built-in audience and stage that was already set up.  The short 
ceremony featured the stamp design and speakers from all the organizations involved, 
including U.S. Postmaster General Patrick R. Donahoe and Ichiro Fujisaki, Ambassador 
of Japan to the United States.   
 
The partnership with USPS was successful in that it brought a new audience to Family 
Days.  Collectors, stamp enthusiasts, and trade media outlets covering the stamp 
industry all came to the event. The stamp’s popularity was extreme from the beginning.  
Since being issued, the stamp has sold over one million per day and earned a re-print 
from the Postal Service, only the third time in recent history.   
 
The variety of programming ensures that the vast majority of attendees stays “very 
satisfied,” as referenced in the exit survey, and continues to enjoy one of the Festival’s 
popular signature events year after year.  
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SUPPORTING MATERIAL – PRINTED MATERIAL 
 

ARTICLE IN COMMEMORATIVE PROGRAM 
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ARTICLE IN OFFICIAL GUIDE 
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SPONSOR BANNER 
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EVENT PROGRAM 
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EVENT FLYER 
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PROMOTIONAL & MEDIA MATERIALS 

News ReleaseF R O M  T H E  N A T I O N A L  BU I L D I N G  M U S E U M   

   A N D  T H E  N A T I O N A L  C H E R R Y  B L O S S O M  F E S T I V A L  
 
For Immediate Release 
Media Contacts:  

Stacy Adamson, National Building Museum, sadamson@nbm.org, 202.272.2448 Ext. 3458 
Danielle Piacente, National Cherry Blossom Festival, danielle@downtowndc.org; 202.638.8374 
 

FAMILY DAYS EXPANDS TO TWO DAYS OF FAMILY FUN 
Presented by the National Building Museum and the National Cherry Blossom Festival  
Saturday and Sunday, March 24-25, 2012  

 

Washington, DC [March 1, 2012] -- In honor of the Centennial Celebration commemorating the 100-year 
anniversary of the gift of trees, Family Days, sponsored by Safeway, expands to a full weekend, Saturday, 
March 24, 10:00am-4:30pm and Sunday, March 25, 11:00am-3:30pm at the National Building Museum (401 F 
Street, NW).  Thousands are anticipated to attend the seventh annual free Family Days which contains over 
ten hours of family entertainment featuring hands-on activities and performances from area youth and groups 
from around the globe.  
 

Family Days encourages participation from all, with blossom-inspired crafts focused on architecture and 
Japanese arts and design.  Activities include creating a shoji screens and pop-up architecture at the National 
Building Museum station.  Construct cherry blossom popcorn trees with Safeway.  Make wood-clothespin 
kokeshi doll ornaments with Howard University.  Children can dress up in traditional Japanese clothing and 
write postcards with the National Children’s Museum, or make a cherry blossom pin out of kimono cloth with 
The Textile Museum.  The International Spy Museum does blossom decoding “spy-style,” and youth can enter 
the Peter Max Kids Coloring Contest by creating their own version of the Official 2012 Commemorative Poster 
by the world-renowned artist.  Sharp Electronics Corporation gives an interactive lesson on climate change, 
renewable energy, energy conservation and the science of solar through their Solar Academy program.  
 

For the milestone anniversary, the United States Postal Service releases two Cherry Blossom Centennial 

Forever stamps, and the Day-of-Issuance Ceremony is on Saturday, March 24.  A sure collector’s item, the 
beautiful and unique images form the left and right halves of a single, panoramic view of cherry blossom trees 
in bloom around the Tidal Basin.  Purchase the stamps for the first time at Family Days and collect first-day 
cancellations.  
 

Global and local performers take the stage throughout the weekend and keep the energy building.  The 
Tohoko University Jazz Band from Japan entertains.  Motoki Hirai does a story-telling piano piece with violin 
accompaniment.  He is the grandson of the composer who wrote the seminal work Sakura, Sakura. The 
diverse lineup of performances also includes Bach 2 Rock, Blues Alley Youth Orchestra, Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Greater Washington Teen Arts Performers, Buckhead Girls Choir from Georgia, Culture Shock,  
Nen Daiko, Shizumi Kodomo Dance Troupe, and The Washington Ballet. Family Days is supported by 
MetLife, The Washington Examiner and media partner 98.7 WMZQ.  
 
The National Building Museum is America’s leading cultural institution dedicated to advancing the quality of the built environment by 
educating people about its impact on their lives. Through its exhibitions, educational programs, online content, and publicat ions, the Museum 
has become a vital forum for the exchange of ideas and information about the world we build for ourselves. Public inquiries: 202.272.2448 or 
visit www.nbm.org. Connect with us on Twitter: @BuildingMuseum and Facebook: www.facebook.com/NationalBuildingMuseum.  
 
The National Cherry Blossom Festival is the nation's greatest springtime celebration. The 2012 Festival, March 20-April 27, includes five 
spectacular weeks of events featuring diverse and creative programming promoting traditional and contemporary arts and culture, natural 
beauty, and community spirit. The 2012 Festival commemorates the 100th anniversary of the gift of the cherry blossom trees and the enduring 
friendship between the United States and Japan.  

### 

mailto:sadamson@nbm.org
mailto:danielle@downtowndc.org;
http://www.nbm.org/
https://twitter.com/#!/BuildingMuseum
http://www.facebook.com/NationalBuildingMuseum
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ADVERTISING 
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Having trouble viewing this email? Click here  

 
   

Welcome, Spring!  
 
The National Cherry Blossom Festival and Centennial 
Celebration of the gift of trees begins today! This year's 
Festival features five weeks of incredible events, world-class 
entertainment, rare arts and culture, 
community and environmental 
celebrations, and so much more. Pick up 
the Official Festival Guide today in The 
Washington Examiner, or download it 
from our website.  
 

On March 24 and 25, enjoy fun for the whole family at Family 
Days, at the National Building Museum, sponsored by 
Safeway. At the seventh annual event for kids of all ages, 
enjoy hands-on activities, interactive art demonstrations, and 
exciting performances that celebrate spring and explore 
Japanese arts and design. Youth can also enter the Peter 
Max Kids Coloring Contest and create their own version of 
the Official 2012 Commemorative Poster!  
 

Purchase the Cherry Blossom Centennial Forever® stamps 
after the Day-of-Issuance Ceremony with the United States 
Postal Service Saturday, March 24 at 10:30 am. Also 
throughout the weekend, view the winning artwork from the 
Youth Art Contest, presented by Safeway and coordinated in 
partnership with the DC Arts & Humanities Education 
Collaborative. Family Days is supported by The Washington 
Examiner and media partner 98.7 WMZQ.  
 

Also, kicking-off the Festival's first weekend is the official 
Opening Ceremony, at the Walter E. Washington Convention 
Center Sunday, March 25. The lineup of stars includes Sara 
Bareilles, MISIA, TAIKOPROJECT and more! The event is 
free and open to the public, but tickets are required.  

 

  

  

   

 

 
   

UPCOMING EVENTS  
 
March 25 | 10:00 am 
2nd Annual Bike Ride  
& Cycle Expo 
 
Get information on products, 
bike maintenance, training 
programs and more from local 
bike shops and cycling related 
vendors. At 11:00 am the first 
celebrity led ride will leave for 
a 10-mile ride along the 
Capital Crescent Trail. 
Additional rides will take off 
every 45 minutes. 
 
For more information, click 
here. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For schedule 
listings, pick up a 
brochure at 90 area 
Safeway stores, or 
scan QR code. To 
download QR code 
reader, go to iTunes 
or Android Market.  

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=ccchufcab&v=001dDyPakhdhupunDBsxZLEROuvu8KEPrx25f2pk7DipMAnGDf0hzWmf1zlQydWZsqeMP2CTDV7NgZ1qBPhEXHvsBySfSAK8TzM0p1IiypPGdPk5tK5W4BEHULG4IscsSKM8JB-uTTYuMf256NU2bgGuQ%3D%3D
http://washingtonexaminer.com/
http://washingtonexaminer.com/
http://www.nationalcherryblossomfestival.org/
http://www.nationalcherryblossomfestival.org/2011/07/15/family-days/
http://www.nationalcherryblossomfestival.org/2011/07/15/family-days/
http://www.nationalcherryblossomfestival.org/in-the-community/youth-programs/youth-poster-art-contest/
http://www.safeway.com/IFL/Grocery/Home
http://www.dcahec.com/
http://www.dcahec.com/
http://www.nationalcherryblossomfestival.org/2011/07/15/openingceremony/
http://www.nationalcherryblossomfestival.org/2011/07/15/openingceremony/
http://www.nbm.org/
http://www.safeway.com/IFL/Grocery/Home
http://main.diabetes.org/site/Calendar?id=24941&view=Detail&utm_source=Offline&utm_medium=Print&utm_content=cherryblossom&utm_campaign=EVENT&s_src=vanity&s_subsrc=cherryblossom
http://main.diabetes.org/site/Calendar?id=24941&view=Detail&utm_source=Offline&utm_medium=Print&utm_content=cherryblossom&utm_campaign=EVENT&s_src=vanity&s_subsrc=cherryblossom
https://www.facebook.com/CherryBlossomFestival
http://dsi.com/
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NEWS POST 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Outstanding First Weekend of Festival is Just the Beginning 
March 27, 2012 
 
Children of all ages enjoyed Family Days for a full weekend this year at the National Building 
Museum, participating in hands-on arts and crafts activities, exciting performances, and so much 
more. The Cherry Blossom Centennial Forever stamp Day-of-Issuance event also took place, and 
the stamps are now available for purchase at post offices. 
The first weekend might be over but there’s still plenty to do through April 27, 2012. Remember to 
enter your event photos in the National Cherry Blossom Photo Contest with FotoDC and 
download the free app for Android and iPhone to help plan your trip! 
 

http://www.nationalcherryblossomfestival.org/2011/07/15/family-days/
http://about.usps.com/news/national-releases/2012/pr12_037.htm
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EXHIBITOR INFORMATION 

    
  

 

 

 

 

Memo  

 

To:  National Cherry Blossom Festival
®
 Family Days Exhibitors 

 

From:  Production Staff 

 

Re:  Exhibitor Information Packet 
 

 

We are very excited you have chosen to take part in the National Cherry Blossom Festival
®
 Family Days at 

the National Building Museum on Saturday, March 24 and Sunday, March 25, 2012.  This promises to be a 

special weekend and it is our intention to make this a memorable and successful experience for everyone 

involved.   

 

Following, please find important information regarding delivery, set-up and breakdown and a list of 

questions regarding your exhibit.  The information you provide is essential for Museum security.  

 

The following items are included: 

1. Key Information Answering Frequently Asked Questions 

2. Exhibit & Contact Information  

3. Shipping Information 

4. Additional Equipment Request Form 

5. Load-In Request Schedule 

 

Please review all the information in this packet carefully, fill out all the requested information and return 

the document by Monday, February 27, 2012 to the following email address:  

NCBF@linderassociates.com.  We will supply a confirmation email and a layout of the exhibit placements 

prior to the event.  Please note that all specialty requirements need to be turned in as soon as possible and 

will be billed separately to your organization before the event. 

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.  If you have any questions or comments please feel free to 

contact me. 

 

Angela Patriarca 

Linder & Associates, Inc. 

Phone: 202-459-0870 

Fax:  202-298-6974 

Email:  NCBF@linderassociates.com  

mailto:NCBF@linderassociates.com
mailto:NCBF@linderassociates.com
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SUPPORTING PHOTOS 

 
 

HANDS-ON ACTIVITIES 
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YOUTH POSTER ART CONTEST 
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First-Day-of-Issue Ceremony for the Cherry Blossom Centennial Forever® stamps.  
Participants included Patrick R. Donahoe, Postmaster General, United States Postal 
Service; Ambassador of Japan Ichiro Fujisaki; National Cherry Blossom Festival 
President Diana Mahew; stamp artist Paul Rogers; and National Building Museum 
Executive Director Chase Rynd. 
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Performances at Family Days include the Mars Hill Bible School from Alabama 
and local Shizumi Kodomo Dance Troupe 
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MEASURABLE RESULTS 
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Cherry Blossom Festival 2012: Can’t-Miss 

Festival Events 

We narrowed the field to 19 National Cherry 

Blossom Festival must-dos. 

By Laura Wainman    Published Friday, March 02, 2012 

[link] 
 

Catch the official Festival parade on April 14. Photograph by 
Flickr user SPakhrin. 

With more than 150 daily Cherry Blossom festival events, it would be impossible 

to participate in every blooming moment of fun. To make your visit as stress-free 

as possible, we narrowed the schedule down to our 19 favorite can’t-miss 

activities. 

Signature Events 

Sample the crème de la crème of Washington dining during the sixth annual Pink Tie 

Party fundraiser at the Renaissance Mayflower on March 20 from 7 to 11 PM. Dress in 

your best pink spring attire, mingle with Washington elite, and enjoy blossom-inspired 

cuisine and cocktails. There will also be a silent auction, during which you can bid on 

everything from weekend getaways to Japanese-themed jewels. This year’s kickoff to the 

Centennial Celebration will be hosted by renowned chefs José Andrés and Roy 

Yamaguchi. Tickets ($200) can be purchased here. 

http://www.washingtonian.com/authorprofiles/12958.html
http://www.washingtonian.com/articles/visitorsguide/23075.html
http://www.nationalcherryblossomfestival.org/2011/12/30/pinktie-2/
http://www.nationalcherryblossomfestival.org/2011/12/30/pinktie-2/
http://www.washingtonian.com/locations/2377.html
https://ncbf.ejoinme.org/?tabid=332403


# 46 - Best Children’s Programming, National Cherry Blossom Festival 

Page 32 of 35 

Mark the Centennial Celebration with a day of family fun at the National Building Museum. 

The seventh annual family festival on March 24 and 25 opens the cherry blossom season 

with hands-on activities for the pint-size celebrators, including a Peter Max coloring 

contest, a pop-up architecture station, cherry blossom popcorn-tree making, and the 

chance to try on a real kimono. Saturday’s events run from 10 to 4:30, and Sunday’s go 

from 11 to 3:30. Admission is free. 

http://go.nbm.org/site/Calendar/1478906130?view=Detail&id=112101
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March 26 [link] 

Cherry Blossom Festival Marks Centennial Event 

Deborah Block | Washington  

 
The Washington Monument appears in the distance 
behind the array of gorgeous trees during the city’s annual 
Cherry Blossom Festival.  
 
The centennial celebration of Washington’s cherry trees is 
in full bloom this week with Cherry Blossom Festival 
events well underway. 
 
This year’s cherry blossoms provided a spectacular 
display.  Aarti Kabade is enjoying her first Cherry Blossom 
Festival with friends. “We're really enjoying it. We are 
loving it. And these are beautiful colors to see," she said.  
 
This year's festival marks the 100th anniversary of the gift 
of the first trees by the mayor of Tokyo, as a token of friendship between Japan and the United 
States.  A few more than 100 of the original 3,000 trees survive. The rest have been replaced by 
the Japanese government or grown from the original trees’ genetic line. 
 
Anne Ullberg came to the U.S. from France six years ago.  She says she is happy to see more 
Japanese tourists in Washington, one year after an earthquake and tsunami devastated Japan's 
coast. “So I think this year is going to be more beautiful than ever, because some of them are 
able to come back now," she said. 
The festival includes a wide range of events, many celebrating the culture of Japan.  
 
Here at the National Building Museum in Washington, the Shizumi Kodomo Dance Troupe is 
performing.  The multicultural children’s group, based in Maryland, promotes dance as an 
international language.  It was started by dancer Shizumi Shigeto Manale, who combines 
Japanese movements with different types of American dance.  "Being in America, I want to be 
Americanized, and then I developed this fusion American-Japanese side," he said.  
 
Other activities at the Building Museum include the opportunity to try on traditional Japanese 
clothing that came from the National Children’s Museum in Washington.  Spokesperson Lisa 
Marie Ryder says the museum hopes children will get interested in Japanese culture. “One way 
to do that is to feel and touch those traditional items, we hope will get them excited to learn about 
Japan and the world around them," she said.  
 
The Cherry Blossom Festival also provides activities for children to learn crafts that reflect 
Japanese culture.  Filipina Judytte Purdy is helping her daughter create a clothespin doll. "And 
this is actually my first time to make something like this," she said.  
 
Katelyn Hinkel is also having fun with a different project. "While you’re gluing the popcorn on, it 
makes it look like a cherry blossom tree with real popcorn on it," she said.  
 
The festival continues through April, emphasizing the enduring relationship between the United 
States and Japan. 

http://www.voanews.com/english/news/usa/Cherry-Blossom-Festival-Marks-Centennial-Event-144304775.html
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