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The 28th Main Street Days has been a continuously growing event in Grapevine, Texas 
seeing large increases in attendance and publicity over the past several years becoming a 
staple to the community bringing visitors from other states. 

The theme of Main Street Days changes every few years to bring a new feel and look to 
this event with the hopes of growing the experience and the attendance. In 2011, the 
tagline of “A Pizza Experience” was added.  One of the main features for this new theme 
included the Pizza Piazza.  We turned one block of the festival into a “Little Italy” 
complete with red, white and green flutter, lighting over the street, Frank Sinatra style 
bands and nine local restaurants featuring their most unique pizzas to sell all weekend. 
The festival patrons were given the opportunity to vote for their favorite pizza. Gold, 
Silver and Bronze were awarded for the Pizza Piazza People’s Pick.

One of the pizza participants, Palio’s, approached us with Roma’s, one of their restaurant 
distributors, to provide a children’s event.  The Pizza Toss Academy was a brand new 
event that tied into the Pizza Piazza.  Children, ages 10 and under, had the chance to learn 
how to roll pizza dough and toss it in the air to make a pizza crust. This allowed another 
opportunity and activity for children. 

The dough and the staffing were donated by Palio’s. This sponsorship provided an added  
experience for the whole family at the Pizza Piazza.

During the event, we offered 10 sessions for 8 participants with a total of 177 kids that 
successfully graduated from the Pizza Toss Academy. Each participant received a coupon 
good for one slice of pizza from any of the Pizza Piazza participants. 

This first-time event came to us only two weeks prior to the opening of Main Street Days 
2012.  We saw the potential and overcame the obstacle of a short-term turn-around.  With 
the festival map already completed and in print, we still found a location for the event 
without moving anything.  Even though the sponsor was providing staffing for the 
Academy, we still had to have a chair person over this area.  We secured a key volunteer 
from the steering committee and re-arranged his duties to take on this roll and secure the 
necessary operating equipment.  We also quickly promoted the event by adding it to our 
website and the last piece of printed material, which was the gate piece showing the 
festival schedule of events.
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