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OVERVIEW 

A.  Introduc on and background of main event 
  Over the years BorderFest has transformed into a totally global event that celebrates a different country or 
culture each year.  Entertainment and exhibits from these countries provide greater experiences and educa onal op‐
portuni es as the borders are expanded and BorderFest raises its bar of excellence.  In keeping with BorderFest’s mis‐
sion of cultural enrichment, arts, educa on, and heritage preserva on, the fes val’s goal is to bring the community 
together in a fun, clean, and safe family environment while at the same  me educa ng its guests about another cul‐
ture.  A state accepted curriculum wri en by local teachers is provided to more than 7,700 students in three school 
districts to enhance their experience and the culture of the country celebrated each year. 
  This year, BorderFest “Celebrated England”, with twenty tented stage and entertainment areas filled with 
more than 100 performing groups for all ages and tastes, for families, for young people and for seniors. Everyone had a 
great  me with singing, dancing, arts & cra s, four parades (one day me and three nightly illuminated parades), kids’ 
ac vi es, a sea of food of all kinds, a full carnival and con nuous family fun ‐ all the things that makes the Rio Grande 
Valley such a special place, and BorderFest such a memorable experience. 
 

BorderFest Celebrates 
 ”The Ul mate World Class Experience” 

 The diverse and unique cultural and musical heritage of South Texas and the border area, and the perpetua on of 
that heritage through musical performances, the arts, entertainment, educa on and par cipa on. 

 The more than 1,000 Volunteers and their experiences that help run the four day event. 

 A different culture each year to provide greater experiences and educa onal opportuni es as the borders are ex‐
panded. 

 The more than 100 performing groups for all ages and tastes, for families, for young people and for seniors. 

 The brands of the sponsors. 

 The rela onships and partnerships with sponsors, volunteers and fans. 

 The “takeaway” is the ul mate world class experience. 
 



B.  Descrip on and purpose/objec ve of Children’s Program 

Purpose/Objec ve 
            BorderFest  Associa on has always explored new ideas to present educa onal opportuni es and  experiences in 
a fun and exci ng way.  Providing a fun atmosphere and an understanding of another culture or  region remains a cri ‐
cal aspect of BorderFest .  Our goal, again, was to immerse students in another culture, while embracing differences 
and realizing similari es. 

Descrip on 
            A not to be missed opportunity for families to celebrate together, to explore and inspire their children’s crea vi‐
ty, to open children’s eyes to the world in a new way and to experience the joy of having a fun  me is BorderFest  in 
Hidalgo, Texas. 
   BorderFest takes great pride in programming for children and families.  HEBuddy and Friends Kids Club, spon‐
sored by HEB Grocery Company is commi ed to providing ac vi es and special experiences related to the BorderFest 
annual theme each year. BorderFest 2012’s theme “Celebra ng England”  filled the grounds with touches of England 
that were interwoven throughout the grounds and the Stripes England Square area that was built to enhance the edu‐
ca onal and entertainment experience celebra ng England.  The excitement was on when the gates opened, and the 
fun and learning never let up.  An English Princess Tea Party, Royal Guards, a giant lighted castle, English Invasion music 
including Beatles tribute band, pioneer cra s and even an authen c double decker bus filled the English Square.              
  Though BorderFest  2012 celebrated its 36th year the HEBuddy and Friends Kids Club is only 11 years old.   
Each year the Kids Club takes on a whole new look and design.  To accommodate the sheer number of kids a 40’ X 80’ 
tent is divided into sec ons for the four partners that come together to make this a huge hit.   The partners are  HEB 
Grocery Company, the Hidalgo Public Library, Police Department, and BorderFest. 
 HEB had four  game areas; Wheel of Fortune (spin and win);  Plinko (just like “the Price is Right” TV game show; 

HEB Bingo (Mexican bingo called Loteria) and the Xbox, Wii and Playsta on game area. 
 In addi on HEB gave out tons of free samples of merchandise and prizes for all the games.  
 The Hidalgo Police Department provides families with children the opportunity to have pictures and finger prints 

taken for each child and then compiled on a card for the family to take home.  
 The Hidalgo Library offered a ball toss game for kids with prizes, HEB  coloring pages with images of HEBuddy, Arts 

and Cra s for kids to make and take and a sta on for Dr. Seuss face pain ng along with prizes. 
 HEBuddy (HEB’s mascot), BorderFest’s Mascots Pepper and Cha Cha Rita  werealways on hand to greet the kids and 

their families along with strolling entertainers as well as other visi ng mascots.   
 The Fantasyland entertainment tent sponsored by AEP is located next to  HEBuddy and Friends Kids Club featured 

entertainment for the whole familyincluding Magicians, Ventriloquist,  Hypno sts, Folklorico Dancing, Estudian na 
Guadalupana Boys Choir, Tai Chi, Karate and much more. 

This year the BorderFest  Associa on decided to explore new ways to reach out into the community and involve the 
youth.  It is a well known fact that if the youth are involved so are the family and friends of the youth.   To fully engage 
our theme of 2012 “Celebra ng England”, BorderFest  enhanced the educa onal components to the fes val.  Our goal, 
again, was to immerse students and children in another culture, while embracing differences and recognizing similari‐
es.   

  For 2012 BorderFest con nued its  approach to educa on and community outreach raising the expecta on 
and offering a full educa onal program by involving three school districts by providing State accepted curriculum for  
the country of England.  Teachers from the three districts came together under the direc on of the BorderFest  Educa‐
on Commi ee to coordinate and develop a curriculum guide specific for grades K – 8 about England and BorderFest.  

Combining the curriculum, field trips, floats, parades and the comic book gives the students the opportunity to par ci‐
pate and to  use their talents and crea vity making it a unique opportunity for the whole community.    A true example 
of learning while having fun.  Along with the curriculum, the eleven schools par cipated in designing and building elev‐
en floats for the four parades during BorderFest.   Bands from eight high schools,  par cipated in the parades.  On Bor‐
derFest  Thursday and Friday mornings, more than 6,000 students from the 3 districts came to BorderFest  to get a free 
sneak preview of  BorderFest  2012 “Celebra ng England”.  The comic book  created last year was con nued this year  
enhancing the learning experience that the students were exposed to. There is just no be er place to be a kid than at 
BorderFest! 



C. What makes the program unique and crea ve? 

 Mul ple groups and programs coming together to immerse children and students in another culture, while em‐
bracing differences and realizing similari es. 

 Three school districts working together to produce the state approved curriculum. 
 Students were bused from  Hidalgo ISD, Valley View ISD, and the Pharr Oratory of St. Philip Neri School System to 

spend the en re morning being immersed in the English culture, Bri sh Invasion music, dance and cra s.  Every‐
thing they learned in the classroom came to life.  They were also treated to the Wild About Monkeys Show,  the 
High Dive Show,  the Ventriloquists Show, BorderFest’s Mascot Pepper and games with our sponsor Kra .  Touches 
of England were interwoven  throughout the grounds on the Stripes English Square area was built to enhance the 
educa onal and entertainment experience celebra ng England this year. The Educa on Program was a huge suc‐
cess.   

 Harry Po er look alike greeted the children at the gates and roamed the grounds visi ng with everyone. 
 Children that may have never been to BorderFest were able to enjoy it in the classroom and at the fes val free.  
 Sponsor “HEB Grocery Co. par cipa ng in the “HEBuddy Friends and Kids Club Tent with employees manning all 

the games. 
 Students, parents and teachers building the floats for the parades. 
 Bands from the Rio Grande Valley par cipa ng in the parades get a $1,000 each. 
 Newspaper sponsor “Valley Town Crier” provided BorderFest comic books to the 7,700 students in the 3 districts 

and to all the children that a ended BorderFest.  The term "comic book" arose because the first comic books re‐
printed humor comic strips, but despite their name, comic books do not necessarily operate in humorous mode; 
most modern comic books tell stories in a variety of genres. This year BorderFest’s comic book took on the  tle 
“Pepper Learns La n in London”.   Pepper, our BorderFest mascot took readers on a journey through  where he 
met  the Royal Pembroke Welsh Corgis “Monty, Willow and Holly” and together they learned along with the chil‐
dren about the history, culture, art, architecture, weather, food and anything else that the country had to offer.  



D.  Target Audience/main target age group 

 Children (1‐18) and their families for the children’s ac vi es and entertainment on the grounds at BorderFest. 

 Students K‐12 in 3 school districts for the educa on/curriculum program:  Hidalgo ISD, Valley ISD and the Pharr Or‐

atory of St. Philip Neri School System  



 

E.  A endance/number of par cipants 

 BorderFest a endance was 85,165 

 Students par cipa ng in educa on/curriculum program 7,700. 

 Bands par cipa ng in parades 8. 

 Floats in parade 11. 

 Field trips from schools 5,750 students. 



F.  Ac vi es/entertainment provided 

 Wheel of Fortune game where you spin the “wheel” and win the prize. 

 Plinko Game (KIDS ONLY), this game is just like the game “Plinko” featured on “The Price is Right” TV game show. 

 HEB Bingo, the name says it all!  Patrons played a round of Mexican bingo (loteria), the winner wins prizes that in‐
cluded coupons for HEB products. 

 The final sta on was the Xbox, Wii and Playsta on 3 game experience where, both kids and en re families were 
having a blast...the biggest hit of all!   

 In addi on HEB had tons of free samples of merchandise including  chips, dips, water, sodas, pencils, notepads, 
HEBuddy Dollars and cookies. 

 The Hidalgo Police Department provides families with children the opportunity to have pictures and finger prints 
taken for each child and then compiled on a card for the family to take home providing a community service by 
BorderFest and the Hidalgo Police Department. 

 The Hidalgo Library offered a ball toss game for kids with prizes.  HEB donated coloring pages with images of HE‐
Buddy,   Arts and Cra s for kids to make and take and a sta on for Dr. Seuss face pain ng along with prizes. 

 HEBuddy (HEB’s mascot) was always on hand to greet the kids and their families and BorderFest’s Mascots 
“Pepper” and “Cha Cha Rita” stopped by frequently along with strolling entertainers as well as other visi ng mas‐
cots.  There was constant ac vity and fun for all. 

 The Fantasyland entertainment tent sponsored by AEP is located near the HEBuddy and Friends Kids Club and fea‐
tured entertainment for the whole family.  It was packed with shows including Magicians, Ventriloquist,  Hypno‐
sts, Folklorico Dancing, Estudian na Guadalupana Boys Choir, Tai Chi, Karate and much more. 

 Many of the sponsors had booths that  had games and ac vi es for children and adults. 

 BorderFest full schedule is a ached to back of this page for all the entertainment including inside arena, grounds 
(all tents) and strolling entertainers)   

 Large full service Carnival.   



G.  Local School Involvement 

  For 2012 BorderFest con nued its  approach to educa on and community outreach raising the expecta on 
and offering a full educa onal program by involving the two school districts in the City, and Pharr Oratory of St. Philip 
Neri School System by providing State accepted curriculum for  the country of England.  Teachers from Hidalgo, Valley 
View ISD’s and the Oratory  came together under the direc on of the BorderFest  Educa on Commi ee to coordinate 
and develop a curriculum guide specific for grades K – 8 about England and BorderFest.   

  The curriculum guides included grade specific informa on about England’s  history and culture.  Each teacher 
from K‐8 received a glossy curriculum guide accompanied with a CD version that contained grade specific informa on 
about England’s history, art, tradi on, music and dance to facilitate the prin ng of ac vi es and worksheets.  The guide 
provided teachers with appropriate ac vi es to address all learning styles when teaching about England. BorderFest 
2012 became relevant and meaningful to more than 7,700 students due to the implementa on of the curriculum by 
teacher volunteers from both districts . 
 

            In addi on, the guide provided teachers and students with website links and books to further research England.  
Through the implementa on of the curriculum, the teachers were able to give students the opportunity to compare 
the history and culture of England with theirs.    

            Along with the curriculum, the eleven schools par cipated in building eleven floats for the four parades during 
BorderFest .  The students designed the floats with an English theme and provided help building them.  Teachers and 
parents provided help with the construc on and driving the floats in the parades making this another total community 
effort. 

           Bands from eight high schools,  par cipated in the parades as well, crea ng an outreach throughout the valley 
and state.  BorderFest  Associa on provides a $1,000 scholarship to each school that par cipates in the Grand Parade 
on Saturday. 

            On BorderFest  Thursday and Friday mornings, more than 6,000 students came to BorderFest  to get a sneak 
preview of  BorderFest  2012 “Celebra ng England”.  Students were bused from  Hidalgo ISD, Valley View ISD, and the 
Pharr Oratory of St. Philip Neri School System to spend the en re morning being immersed in the English culture, 
Bri sh Invasion music, dance and cra s.  Everything they learned in the classroom came to life.  They were also treated 
to the Wild About Monkeys Show,  the High Dive Show,  the Ventriloquists Show, BorderFest’s Mascot Pepper and 
games with our sponsor Kra .  Touches of England were interwoven  throughout the grounds on the Stripes English 
Square area was built to enhance the educa onal and entertainment experience celebra ng England this year. The Ed‐
uca on Program was a huge success.  Children that may have never been to BorderFest were able to enjoy it in the 
classroom and at the fes val.  And, while England  is geographically distant from South Texas, the ideas and goals be‐
hind the educa onal programming and community outreach of Hidalgo’s BorderFest was successful in illustra ng the 
differences and similari es between the regions through the arts, group ac vi es, fun and memorable experiences and 
state approved curriculum. 

 

 



BorderFest Best Children’s Programming 
H.  Tie‐in program to main event. 

  BorderFest is a family event.  The programing for the children is a major focus and part of BorderFest.   Much of 
the entertainment  is groups including the Mariachi groups from the schools, Folklorico Dancers from the schools, and 
when applicable the school educa on program teaches dances that are na ve to the country celebrated and they per‐
form at BorderFest.   

  Sponsors are invited to par cipate in the children’s programing and many did this year.  HEB sponsors and par‐
cipates in the HEBuddy Friends and Kids Club tent.  Stripes Convenience  Stores sponsored the Stripes England Square 

where they gave away items to the kids and provided fun ac ve games.  Kra  Foods gave tote bags and samples to the 
students on the field trip day.   Newspaper Valley Town Crier sponsored the Comic Books given out at all the schools 
and to children a ending BorderFest.  BBVA Compass Bank and GDF Suez sponsor the Curriculum Manuals. 

 



BorderFest Best Children’s Programming 
I.  Overall revenue and expense budget of specific program/event 
Educa on Project Budget   

Expenses 

Curriculum Guides – one to each teacher in every district  

  Prepared by teachers in par cipa ng districts          $ 7,500 

Curriculum Guides – in CD format (for each teacher)            $ 1,000 

Entertainment for Field Trips to BorderFest for all students in the program      $28,000 

  Students are bused to the event prior to the opening of both Thursday and 

  Friday  to enjoy all the entertainment related to the culture celebrated as 

  Well as the other family entertainment.  This  me is for students not the 

  General  public.             

Scholarships to par cipa ng bands (maximum 10)            $8,000 

Comic Book Designer (graphic comic book ar st)            $2,200     
       

Tent, Stage and Cultural Displays and area for all performances at the event      $22,000 

In addi on bands and music groups that perform from all the other cultures      $16,000 

During the en re 4 day event.           

                Total Expenses    $84,700   

 

Income 

Sponsorships                    $17,500 

 

Overall  ckets sold are not broken down into the Children’s Programming 

and are included in the gate revenue for the whole event. 

                Total Income    $17,500 



BorderFest Best Children’s Programming 
J.  Descrip on of sponsor/charity/volunteer/school/other group involvement with event/program and benefits to 

each  

 

Sponsors are invited to par cipate in the children’s programing and many did this year.  HEB sponsors and par cipates 
in the HEBuddy Friends and Kids Club tent.  Stripes Convenience  Stores sponsored the Stripes England Square where 
they gave away items to the kids and provided fun ac ve games.  Kra  Foods gave tote bags and samples to the stu‐
dents on the field trip day.   Newspaper Valley Town Crier sponsored the Comic Books given out at all the schools and 
to children a ending BorderFest.  BBVA Compass Bank and GDF Suez sponsor the Curriculum Manuals.  They receive 
recogni on with logos in much of the marke ng collateral for BorderFest, name/logo on entrance fencing, and space 
on the grounds for booth space.  This all depends on the level of their overall sponsor package. 

 

Schools par cipate in the parades with floats and bands, they perform on the stages at the event,  and in the educa on 
program.   Performers receive admission to the event,  food coupons and bands receive scholarships.   

The Hidalgo High School ROTC students help both days of the private Student Field Trips to BorderFest of more 
than 7,000 children  plus each day the event is open.  They receive an annual dona on from BorderFest for their 
compe on trips. 

The Senior Class from both Hidalgo High School and Valley View High School deliver water and sodas to the tents 
for performers and to all the volunteers working on the grounds.  The schools receive annual dona ons to their 
permanent scholarship fund accounts raised at the Border Texan Dinner.  Last year it was $8,000 per school.  The 
school administra ons encourage the students to par cipate because they are given extra points on their scholar‐
ship applica ons for the local scholarships given by the Hidalgo Chamber of Commerce and other local chari es. 

Students fill in to be the Mascot for BorderFest as well. 

The Mariachi groups from both high schools provide welcome music for all the dinners.  They receive a dona on 
to help defray the costs to their na onal compe on. 

 

 

  

 

  

 



BorderFest Best Children’s Programming 
K.  Dura on of program and years program has been part of event. 

 

The Children’s program has been organized for more than 20 years.  It has evolved over the past eleven years since 
HEB Grocery Co. became a sponsor.  The organized Curriculum/Educa on Program began six years ago.   



BorderFest Best Children’s Programming 
L.  Overall  Effec veness 

            Encompassing a detailed guide to use within the local school districts curriculum in the weeks  leading to Border‐

Fest and providing a chance for students to learn from the English and then perform, enriches the lives and experiences 

of everyone and proves that South Texas and England share many posi ve characteris cs.  Sharing their talent, crea vi‐

ty and skills building floats and par cipa ng in the parades ins lls pride and community spirit in both the students and 

parents.  Bands marching in the parades have a chance to offer scholarships to students to help further their educa on.  

It is a win‐win partnership with the schools, community , sponsors and BorderFest. 

   



BorderFest Best Children’s Programming 
M.  Suppor ng Ques on 

  What did you do to update/change this program from the year before?  Were your updates/changes 
successful? 

 Added a third school district to the program reaching over our own community boundaries.  Pharr Oratory of St. 
Philip Neri School System par cipated in the Curriculum Programs. 

 Expanded the comic book to enhance the learning experience about England and the 2012 Summer Olympics 
scheduled there that students are exposed to featuring BorderFest’s mascot Pepper. 

 Touches of England were interwoven throughout the grounds and in the Stripe’s English Square built to enhance 
the educa onal and entertainment experience celebra ng England this year.  Bri sh Invasion performers, ar sts, 
and cra ers filled the Stripes England Square with music, cra s, and con nuous fun.  A giant castle was built as a 
illuminated backdrop  crea ng a photo backdrop for thousands of pictures taken to remember the fun experiences 
had at the 36th anniversary of BorderFest. 

 Media Sponsor Valley Town Crier handed Comic Books out to all children a ending the event. 
 Had the first sponsor ever for the celebrated Country area.  Stripes Stores sponsored the “Stripes England Square”  

where the  giant Princess Illuminated Castle and Double Decker Bus was on display and as a backdrop for the Magi‐
cal Puppet Show. 

 Held English Princess Tea Par es for the young children. 
 Brought in Harry Po er to visit with kids and greet them at the gates. 
 Brought in an authen c double decker bus for the students to explore and take pictures. 
 Put up giant Big Ben Clocks throughout the grounds 
 Added a Volunteer Commi ee which included the JROTC students from the High Schools to help facilitate the Field 

Trip Days. 
  BorderFest  Educa on Commi ee Chairpersons met with school districts administra on a year in advance to 
coordinate the development of the new curriculum and programs for England and BorderFest .  Teachers from both 
districts were paired off to write curriculum for K‐2nd, 3rd – 5th, and 6th – 8th grades.  The curriculum guides included 
grade specific informa on about England’s history and culture.  Each teacher from K‐8 received a curriculum guide ac‐
companied with a CD version to facilitate the prin ng of ac vi es and worksheets. 

Measurable results were: 

 Three school districts, Hidalgo ISD, Valley View ISD, and Pharr Oratory of St. Philip Neri School System par cipated 
in the BorderFest  Educa on Program for students K‐8th grades.  Combined, the three school districts included 
more than 7,700 students.  More than 5,700 were able to a end the field trips.  

 11 elementary school floats were entered in the parade 

 8 High School Bands marched in the parades.  

 Two addi onal  sponsors par cipated in the Children’s Programing  

 Overall 85,165 spectators enjoyed the students performing over the four day BorderFest  weekend.   

 

  Results to BorderFest  from the Educa on Program comes in the form of smiles on par cipant’s faces, the val‐
ue to the community in the form of educa on, and the wonderful experiences that the children get to enjoy.  It is im‐
measurable.  We con nue to hear from the children, parents, educators, administrators, school board members and 
the community at large about the unbelievable value that the BorderFest Educa on Program provides and how much 
their children are learning about other countries, fully expanding that bi‐na onal, bi‐cultural and bilingual world in 
which many of our students func on.  



N.  Suppor ng Materials 

           













    “A Royal Celebration” 

From the House of Tudor and the absolute power of Henry VIII to the more ceremonial House of 
Windsor of current times, England's royal legacy is inextricably woven into the nation's fabric. 

The land of pounds, pints and poms – England. From the stereotypes to treasures on offer – head to 
Stonehenge for a dose of the ancient, get along to a pub for a tasty dish of ‘toad in the hole’ (a 
traditional English dish consisting of sausages in Yorkshire pudding batter, usually served with 
vegetables and onion gravy) or experience the madness of a football match in Manchester or 
Liverpool. London alone will keep you busy – go and wave at the Queen, see the city from the heights 
of the London Eye or grab a curry down Brick Lane. Savor some pomp and ceremony at Windsor 
Castle, drift leisurely along the River Cam and lose yourself amongst England's blooming gardens. 

From the rolling hills of the Cotswolds and buzzing London, to sleepy Cornish villages and dramatic 
coastal splendor, little England has it all.  

The English, it is often said, are cold and distant, yet quietly generous and friendly. Obsessive tea 
drinkers and fanatic football fans, England is a nation of eccentricity and liberalness, and one of the 
most popular travel destinations on the planet. 

The frenetic and diverse capital London, a cornucopia of architectural wonder, is the centerpiece, while 
the grandiose seats of learning Cambridge and Oxford, sit like refined satellites on its outskirts.  

England is a thrilling place to visit, with a culture and people that is quite unlike any other, and there is 
no better place to start your visit, than in the center of English cultural life: the pub. 

Mainland England makes up around two-thirds of the British Isles. There are also several small islands 
including the Isle of Wight and the Isles of Scilly. In the south, much of the landscape is made up of 
undulating green hills given over to agriculture. 

Further north, the landscape becomes more dramatic. The Yorkshire Moors and Lake District in the 
northwest are popular with hikers. The Pennine Way traverses the jutting Pennine mountain range and 
takes in the most scenic part of England. The east and north of England is flat and low lying, but its 
coastline is endlessly varied. 

BorderFest 2012 Proudly Presented by Kraft welcomes you to join us in “Celebrating England” as this 
year’s festival celebrates the royalty, charm and charisma of England.  You’re invited to join Hidalgo’s 
36th BorderFest March 1 – March 4, 2012 as we “Celebrate England”.  Cheerio! 
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Interesting Facts About England 
 
Land & People 
 
•England is 74 times smaller than the USA, 59 times smaller than Australia and 3 times smaller 
than Japan. England is however 2.5 times more populous than Australia, and 1.5 times more 
populous than California. With 2.5 times less inhabitants than Japan, it’s density of population 
is slightly higher than the country of the rising sun. 
•The highest temperature ever recorded in England was 38.5°C (101.3°F) In Brogdale, Kent, 
on 10 August 2003. 
•English people consume more tea per capita than anybody else in the world (2.5 times more 
than the Japanese and 22 times more than the Americans or the French). 
•London used to be the largest and most influential city in the world with a population of 12 
million, it remains the largest city in Europe. 
•Among the three ghosts to haunt Athelhampton House, one of them is an ape. 
•The  Slimbridge Wildlife & Wetlands Trust is the world’s largest and most diversified wildfowl 
centre. It has the largest collection of swans, geese and ducks on Earth, and is the only place 
where all six species of Flamingo can still be observed. 
•Mother Shipton’s cave near Knaresborough, North Yorkshire, is England’s oldest recorded 
tourist attraction. Its owner, Charles Slingsby, fenced off the site in 1630 and started charging 
visitors to gape at this so-called petrifying well.  The mineral rich water from this uncanny 
spring has the ability to give objects a stone-like appearance after a prolonged exposure. 
 
Culture & Language 
 
•French was the official language of England for about 300 years, from 1066 till 1362. 
•Public schools in England are in fact very exclusive and expensive (£13,500/year in average) 
private schools.  Ordinary schools (which are free) are called state schools. 
•The English class system is not determined by money, but by one’s background (family, 
education, manners way of speaking…).  Many nouveau-riches, like pop-stars or football 
players, insist on their still belonging to the lower or middle class. 
•Oxford University once had rules that specifically forbade students from bringing bows and 
arrows to class. 
•An official report of the European Union surveying universities in all member states ranked the 
University of London as the top performer in terms of publications and in terms of citations, and 
the University of Cambridge as top performers in terms of impact. 
•British police do not carry guns except in emergencies 
•Fish ‘n chips is not much traditional an English dish than Chicken Tikka Massala.  The first 
fish ‘n chips restaurant was only opened in 1860 by a Jewish immigrant,  Joseph  Malin. 
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•The world’s largest second-hand book market can be found at Hay-on-Wye,  a small village at 
the border of England and Wales.  The village is also famous for proclaiming itself independent 
from the UK in 1977. 
•One of England’s quaintest traditional events is the cheese rolling competition in Brockworth, 
Gloucestershire.  Every year in May people chase Double Gloucester cheese down the steep 
Cooper’s hill.  The tradition is said to have originated with fertility rites in Roman times. Other 
cheese rolling events exist in England, for example at the Uffington White Horse in 
Oxfordshire. 
•Coveting the title of England’s oldest surviving festival alongside the cheese rolling of 
Gloucestershire, are the Horn Dances of Abbots Bromley in Staffordshire.  Base on the Anglo-
Saxon traditions, the present festival go back at least to the 11th century, but might be much 
older. 
•Established in 1902, Ealing Studios in West London are the oldest continuously working film 
studios in the world. 
•The Rothschild art collection at Waddesdon Manor is one of the world’s most important, 
rivaling with that of the Louvres Museum and New York Metropolitan  Museum. 
 
History and Monuments 
 
Ancient times 
 
•Silbury Hill, in the English county of Wiltshire, is the largest man-made earthern mound in 
Europe.  It was built about 4750 years ago. 
•The stone circle at Avebury is the largest in the world..It was built between 5300-4600 years 
ago and covers 11 ha (28 acres).  The outer circle is surrounded by a bank and ditch long of 
1.2 km (1 mile) 
•The so called British Imperial system of measurement ( English units in the USA) has its roots 
in Roman units. The Romans also counted in feet , which they divided in  12 inches (unciae in 
Latin, from which the English word is derived).  5 feet made a pace, and 1000 paces (mille 
passus) became a mile in English.  The Roman gallon was the congius (worth 0.92 U.S 
gallons).  The word pint comes from the Latin picta (“painted”), via the Old French pinte, and 
corresponded to to a painted mark on a vessel indicating this measure.  Other units like the 
pound only evolved in the middle ages. 
•Colchester in Essex is the oldest recorded town in Britain, as well as the first Roman town and 
roman capital of Britain.  Colchester Castle has the largest keep ever built in Europe, having a  
land area 50% bigger than the Tower of London. 
•The fossdyke, connecting the River Trent at Torksey to Lincoln, is the oldest canal in Britain.  
It was built by the Romans around 120 CE and is navigable today. 
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Middle Ages and Renaissance 
 
•York was the the first English city to become settled permanently by the Danish Vikings (in 
867) and the last to remain under Viking rule (until 954).  It served as capital of the Danelaw 
under the name of Jorvik. 
•Windsor Castle is the oldest and largest royal residence in the world still in use.  It was  
originally constructed in 1070 and rebuilt in stone in 1170. 
•Berkley Castle is the oldest English castle still inhabited by the family who built it.  The 
founder of the Berkley family was Robert Fitzharding (c.1095-1170) He started building the 
present castle from 1153. 
•Winchester was the first capital of England, from 827-1066.  Winchester Cathedral , 
completed in 1070, has the longest nave of any medieval cathedral in Europe. 
•York Minster is Britain’s largest medieval cathedral, has the largest gothic nave in the country, 
and the largest expanse of medieval stained glass in the world. 
•The first building in the world to overtake the Great Pyramid of Giza in Egypt was Lincoln 
Cathedral, completed in 1280.  Had its spired not been destroyed by a storm in 1549, it would 
have remained the highest construction ever built in the world until 1884, when the Washington 
Monument was erected. 
•The world’s largest and oldest chained library is in Hereford Cathedral, which also contained 
the best preserved of the four  Mappa Mundi. 
•The county of Kent is home to England’s oldest church ( St. Martins in Canterbury), oldest 
school (the King’s School, established in 600, also in Canterbury), and oldest brewery 
(Shepherd’s Neame Brewery in Faversham, founded in 1698) 
•Founded in 1534, Cambridge University Press is the world’s oldest printing and publishing 
house, and the second largest university press in the world. 
•Opened in 1660, the Royal Armouries in the Tower of London is the oldest museum in the 
United Kingdom, and one of the oldest in the world (possibly the first in Europe outside Italy).  
The Ashmolean Museum in Oxford, inaugurated in 1683, was the world’s first university 
museum. 
•Champagne was invented in England, not in France.  In 1662 scientist Christopher Merret 
presented a paper to the Royal Society in London describing how the addition of sugar and 
molasses to wine make it brisk and sparkling. This method , now known as method 
champenoise, was adopted by Dom Perignon over 30 years later to produce the first  sparkling 
wine in Champagne. 
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18th Century to Present 
 
•The national anthem of the United States (“Star Spangled Banner”) was composed by an 
Englishman, John Stafford Smith (1750-1836) from Gloucester. 
•The claim for the oldest working railway is disputed between Tanfield  Railway in County 
Durham, which oldest section dates from 1725, and Middleton Railway in West Yorkshire, 
which has been working continuously  since 1758. 
•During the first three decades of the 19th century, West Cornwall produced two thirds of the 
world’s copper.  The smelting of copper ore was subsequently transferred to Swansea, in 
South Wales,  which became the global centre for the trade during most of the century. 
•The Caen Hill Locks, a flight of 29 locks on the Kennet and Avon Canal (between Bath and 
Reading) rising 72 m in 302 km, making it the steepest flight of locks in the world.  The locks 
were built in the early 1800’s. 
•The world’s first public street lighting with gas was installed in Pall Mall, London in 1807.  In 
1812, the London and Westminster Gas Light and Coke Company became the world’s first gas 
company. 
•The world’s oldest public zoo opened in London in 1828. 
•It is in England that the first postage stamps appeared.  The first penny post was invented by 
entrepreneur William Dockwra in the 1680’s for the delivery of packets within London.  The first 
nation-wide stamp (and first adhesive stamp) was the Penny Black, introduced in 1840 as part 
of Rowland Hill’s postal reforms.  Because Britain was the first country to issue national 
stamps, British stamps still have the unique distinction of not mentioning the country’s name on 
them. 
•The custom of afternoon tea was devised in 1840 by Anna Russell, Duchess of Bedford, who 
felt the need for an extra meal between lunch and dinner.  She began inviting her friends to 
join her, and the custom quickly spread around British society and throughout the British 
Empire.  Britain’s first tea room was opened in 1864 by the Aerated Bread Company at London 
Bridge. 
•In 1884, Charles Parsons invented the steam turbine, which made cheap and plentiful 
electricity plentiful.  In 1894 he launched the first steam turbine-powered boat, the Turbinia, by 
far the fastest ship in the world at the time.  The steam turbine engine revolutionized marine 
transport and naval warfare. 
•The statue of Anteros on Piccadilly Circus (1892) was the world’s first statue to be in cast 
aluminum. 
•The world’s first modern Olympic Games were not held in Athens in 1896, but in the small 
town of Much Wenlock (Shropshire) in 1850, which inspired French Baron Pierre Coubertin to 
launch the Athens Olympics half a century later. 
•The English invented and developed the world’s earliest railways.  In 1901, Hornby became 
the first maker of modern railways.  The British love of train also gave birth to Thomas the 
Tank Engine, originally in books in 1946, then on TV from 1984 onwards. 
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•The man behind the construction of the world- famous Sydney Opera House was Sir Eugene 
Goossens (1893-1962), an English conductor and composer of Belgian origin, who was 
director of the NSW State conservatorium of Music at the time. 
•The world first electronic, digital, programmable computer was made at Bletchley Park, 
Buckinghamshire, in 1943-44. Nicknamed Colossus, it was used by code breakers to help read 
encrypted German messages 
•During World War II. Colussus was kept a state secret until 1974, which is why Americans 
have been credited with the invention of computers. 
•The world’s first drive through safari park opened at Longleat House (Wiltshire) in 1966. 
•Liverpool Cathedral, Britain’s newest cathedral (completed in 1978), holds many records. It 
boasts the world’s largest (though not the highest) belltower, with the world’s highest and 
heaviest  peal of bells, and the largest organ in the UK.  It is the second longest church on 
Earth after St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, and the biggest cathedral in England. 
 
Economy 
 
•London Heathrow Airport is the world’s busiest airport by international passenger traffic, and 
the third for total traffic. 
•London is the world’s largest financial centre. 
•Inner London has the highest GDP per capita (€ 88,761) of any European city. 
•Britain has the highest per capita consumption of cider, as well as the largest cider-producing 
companies in the world.  Over half of England’s cider is produced in Herefordshire.  The worlds 
largest producer of cider is H.P. Bulmer based in Hereford.  Cider making was introduced by 
Viscount Scudamore in 1639, who brought the recipe from France. In 1964 he built the 
county’s largest house with cider money at Holme Lacy, near Hereford. 
•Harry Ramsden’s holds the Guinness World Record for the largest fish and chip shop in the 
world, seating 250 people, serving nearly a million customers a year.  It is Britain’s longest 
established restaurant chain.  It’s first shop opened in 1928 at Guiseley, West Yorkshire. 
•The Equitable Life Assurance Society, founded in 1762, is the world’s oldest mutual insurer, It 
pioneered age based premiums based on a mortality rate, the basis of modern life assurance 
upon which all life assurance schemes were subsequently based. 
 
Source:  www.eupedia.com/england/trivia.shtm 
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-Interesting Facts About London– 

 
London Region: England  
Country: United Kingdom  
London by the Numbers:  
 
Population of London metro region 7,557,000 inhabitants  
 
Area of England: 12,331 sq. miles (about the size of the state of Maryland)  
 
Average Elevation of London: 79 ft  
 
Annual Rainfall: 23 inches  
 
Average Winter Temperature: 41 degrees F°  
 
Average Summer Temperature: 62 degrees F°  
 
Quick Facts:  
 
Time Zone: Greenwich Mean Time Zone (GMT+/-0)  
 
Country Dialing Code: 44, Area Code: 020  
 
Currency: British Pound (GBP)  
 
Electricity: 220 volts @ 50Hz Type D-Three flat blades  
 
Major Airports: Heathrow (LHR), Stansted (STN), Gatwick (LGW), City (LCY), Luton (LTN)  
 
English Newspapers: The Times, Daily Telegraph, Daily Mail, and Guardian  
 
Principal Industries: International Business, Finance/Banking, Media Distribution  
 
London contains four World Heritage Sites: the Tower of London; the historic settlement of Greenwich; the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew; and the site comprising the Palace of Westminster, Westminster Abbey and St. Margaret's 
Church  
 
Did You Know?  
 
London is the world's foremost global city alongside New York City and the largest financial center alongside New 
York City and Tokyo and one of the most important cultural centers.  
 
London hosted the 1908 and 1948 Summer Olympic Games and will host the 2012 Summer Olympic Games.  
 
Its history spans nearly 2,000 years, beginning with the arrival of the Romans soon after their invasion of Britain in 
AD 43.  
 
London is made up of two ancient cities which are now joined together: the city of London, known as “the City” 
which is the business and financial heart of the United Kingdom; and the city of Westminster, where Parliament 
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and most of the government offices are located as well as Buckingham Palace. Together they are known as 
Greater London.  
 
Francis Bacon, philosopher; Robert Browning, poet; Geoffrey Chaucer, writer; Michael Faraday, scientist; Alfred 
Hitchcock, film director; and Jerry Springer, T.V. host are all from London.  
 
London has a wide range of peoples, cultures, and religions, and more than 300 languages are spoken 
within the city.  
 
Regional dishes include: Steak and kidney pie; Bury black pudding, made from congealed pig's blood and 
oatmeal and produced widely throughout the region; Lancashire Hotpot, a meat stew, probably originated in the 
cotton towns of Lancashire as a simple dish quickly prepared and slow cooked, similar to Irish Stew.  
Places of Interest:  
 
The British Museum  
 
Buckingham Palace  
 
Churchill Museum & Cabinet War Rooms  
 
The London Dungeon  
 
Tate Modern  
 
London Transport Museum  
 
The Big bus Company  
 
Florence Nightingale  
 
English Heritage  
 
Shakespeare’s Globe  
 
Big Ben  
 
The London Eye  
 
Madame Tussauds  
 
BBC Tours  
 
Winston Churchill’s Britain at War Experience  
 
Orientation:  
 
The coordinates of the nominal centre of London (traditionally considered to be the original Eleanor 
Cross at Charing Cross, near the junction of Trafalgar Square and Whitehall) are approximately 
51°30′29″N 00°07′29″W.  
 
Its primary geographical feature is the Thames, a navigable river which crosses the city from the south-
west to the east. The Thames Valley is a floodplain surrounded by gently rolling hills including 
Parliament Hill, Addington Hills, and Primrose Hill.  
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London National Holidays:  
 
New Year’s Day-January 1st  
 

Good Friday-March/April  
 
Easter-March/April  
 
Easter Monday-March/April  
 
May Day Bank Holiday-1st Monday in May  
 
Bank Holiday-Last Monday in May  
 
Summer bank Holiday except Scotland-Last Monday in August  
 
Christmas Day-December 25th  
 

Boxing Day (St Stephen`s Day for Roman Catholics)-December 26th  
 
SOURCES:  
Wiki  
Frommers  
London Holiday: http://www.moveandstay.co.uk/london-holidays.php  
Places of Interest: http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&q=places+of+interest-london&btnG=Search  
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/questions/regions/london.htm 
 

The United Kingdom (UK) is an island nation in north-western Europe, composed of the countries of 
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland (also known as Ulster). To the south it's bordered by the 
English Channel; to the east by the North Sea; to the west by the Irish Sea and the Atlantic Ocean. 

 Full Name: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
 Geographic Coordinates: 54 00 N, 2 00 W 
 Flag: The Union Flag (Union Jack) 
 Type of Government: Constitutional monarchy 
 Head of State: Queen Elizabeth II  
 Capital City: London (population: 8,615,000) is the capital of the UK and of England. Edinburgh is 

the capital of Scotland. Belfast is the capital of Northern Ireland. Cardiff is the capital of Wales.  
 Main Cities: London, Manchester, Leeds, Birmingham, Liverpool, Glasgow, Edinburgh, Cardiff 
 Highest mountain: Ben Nevis in Scotland, at 1,343m (4,406 ft) 
 Longest river: The Severn, 322 km long, which rises in central Wales and flows through 

Shrewsbury, Worcester and Gloucester in England to the Bristol Channel. 
 Largest lake:Lough Neagh 396sq.km (153 sq miles)  
 Deepest Lake:Loch Morar in the Highlands of Scotland, 310 m (1,017 ft) deep 
 Highest waterfall: Eas a'Chual Aluinn, from Glas Bheinn, also in the Highlands of Scotland, with a 

drop of 200 m (660 ft) 
 Deepest cave: Ogof Ffynnon Ddu, Powys, Wales, 308 m (1,010 ft) deep 
 Most northerly point on the British mainland: Dunnet Head, north-east Scotland 
 Most southerly point on the British mainland: Lizard Point, Cornwall 
 Most easterly town in England: Lowestoft, Suffolk 
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Climate: 
 

Temperate, normally not going much below zero even in the depths of winter, and never much 
above 25 degrees centigrade in summer. Most of the time it is between 10 and 20 degrees 
centigrade during the day. 
Annual mean temperature: London 9.7C  
Annual mean rainfall: London 753mm 

Land 

 Total land area (sq.km) 244,110 sq km (94,251 sq miles) Just under half the size of France 
 Coast Line: 12,429 km 
 Length: Just under 1,000 km (600 miles) from North to South  
 Width: About 480 Km from east to west 
 Agricultural land: 76% (farming) 
 Forests: 11% 
 Other land use: 13% 
 Natural Resources: coal, petroleum, natural gas, tin, limestone, iron ore, salt, clay, chalk, gypsum, 

lead, silica, arable land. 

People 

 Nationality: Briton(s), British. 
 Major languages: English, Welsh, Irish Gaelic, Scottish Gaelic.  
 Main Religion: Church of England, Methodist, Baptist, Catholic, Muslim, Hindu and Sikh 
 Major ethnic groups: Anglo-Saxons, Scots, Welsh, Irish, West Indians, Pakistanis, Indians 
 Total population 61,792,000 (2009) 62,698,362 (July 2011 est.)  
 Annual population growth rate: 0.557% (2011 est.)  
 Average age: 39.5 years (2009) 
 Population density per sq.km 252.1 (2008) 
 Population by region:  

- Scotland 5,119,000 
- England 49,753,000 
- Wales 2,937,000 
- N. Ireland 1,692,000  

 Top 5 populous cities: 
- London 8,615,000  
- Birmingham 2,296,000 
- Manchester 2,247,000 
- Glasgow 1,166,000  
- Leeds 1,499,465 
- Newcastle 879,996 

  
Everyday Life 

 Average area of home (sq. m): 97.6  
 Percentage of homes owned: 68%  
 Life expectancy: men 76.9, women 81.3  
 Passenger cars: 24 million  
 Consumer durables owned (% of households, 2006)  

- Mobile Phones 80% 
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- Satellite/cable TV 71%  
- Video Recorder 82% 
- DVD players 83%  
- Home computers 67%  
- Internet Connection 59% 
- Cars 76% 
- Central Heating 95% 
- Washing Machine 96% 
- Microwave 91% 

 Average household weekly income: £642 
 Household expenditure (% of weekly household budget, 2006: £455.90)  

- Transport 13.6% 
- Recreation and Culture 12.8% 
- Housing, fuel and power 10.4% 
- Food and non-alcoholic drinks 10.3% 
- Restaurants and hotels 8.3% 
- Miscellaneous goods and services 7.9% 
- Household goods and services 6.6% 
- Clothing and footwear 5.1% 
- Communication 2.6% 
- Alcoholic drinks, tobacco and narcotics 2.4% 
- Education 1.6% 
- Health 1.3%  

 
 

 2012 is a huge year for England with the world's sporting elite set to compete in the 
London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, the London 2012 Festival and Olympic 
Torch Relay, and a packed calendar of cultural events to celebrate the Queen's 
Diamond Jubilee and Dickens Bicentenary... 

 Experience the magic of Shakespeare under the Cornish stars, spend a lazy weekend 
drifting through the Norfolk Broads, and have a family adventure in a Cumbrian yurt or a 
cosy cottage hideaway in Northumberland. Explore Norman castles and stately homes 
and discover leafy hangouts and scenic cycle routes... 
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Where is England? 
England is one of two countries found in Britain.  The other country found in Britain is Wales.  
Many people may believe this to be false because they confuse Britain with the name Great 
Britain which includes England, Wales, and Scotland or even The United Kingdom, UK, which 
includes Great Britain and Northern Ireland.  Color the following map to show the four nations 
of the UK. 
Color Scotland Yellow. 
Color Northern Ireland RED. 
Color Wales Orange. 
Color England BLUE. 
 
 
  

Scotland 

England 

Wales 

Northern 
 Ireland 
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Did you know that… 

 England is the largest country in Great Britain and the UK.   
 England does not have a government or Parliament of its own.  She is part 

of the government that Great Britain established in 1707.  
 England is part of the British Isles, which means that she is part of a bigger 

island.  An island is surrounded by water and is not connected to mainland 
Europe. However, there is a tunnel that has been built from England to France under 
the English Channel.  The name of the tunnel is “Channel Tunnel” which was shortened 
to be called the Chunnel and is also known as the “Euro Tunnel”. 
 
Read 
more: http://wiki.answers.com/Q/Name_the_tunnel_runs_under_the_English_Channel_and_connects_Englan
d_to_France#ixzz1eHtWbG1a 

True or False   
A. England is the largest country in Great Britain and the UK.  
B. England does not have its very own government. 
C. England is part of the mainland of Europe. 

 
A. True  B. True  C. False 

England’s Currency compared to the United States Dollar 
England’s currency or money is the Pound Sterling.  No, that does not mean 
that you weigh it.  The symbol for the pound is the (£).  Even though England 
is part of Europe, she rarely uses the Euro dollar. Only big shops will accept 
it throughout Britain, as a matter of fact. 
The Pound Sterling is very much like the dollar.   
Pound Sterling     Dollar    

 
There are 100 Pence to a Pound Sterling.   There are 100 Pennies to a 
dollar. 
One pence is a penny.      One penny is a penny. 
The symbol for a pence is a (p) The symbol for a penny or any 

change is (¢). 
         
The symbol for 50 pence is 50p or    The symbol for 50 pennies 
50 pees.        is 50 ¢ or 50 cents. 
 
England has coins and banknotes. The US has coins and dollars or 

bills. 
  

20



Continue with England’s currency. 
The current coins for England are the following:   The current coins for the US are the 
following: 
1 penny               1 penny  or 1 cent 
2 pence or 2 pees          1 nickle or 5 cents 
5 pence or 5 pees     1 dime or 10 cents 
10 pence or 10 pees    1 quarter or 25 cents 
50 pence or 50 pees    1 half dollar or 50 cents 
1 pound      1 silver dollar 
2 pounds       
 
The current banknotes for England are the following:     The current dollar bills for the US are: 
5 pounds or 5£     1 dollar or $1.00 
10 pounds or 10£     5 dollar bill or $5.00 
20 pounds or 20£     10 dollar bill or $10.00 
50 pounds or 50£     20 dollar bill or $20.00 
       50 dollar bill or $50.00 
       100 dollar bill or $100.00 
       1000 dollar bill or $1000.00 
 
 

  
 

       1 Pound        2 Pounds 
 

                     

5 Pound Note 10 pound note      20 Pound Note 
 
England is full of symbols.       
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The Royal Family has a very thorough family tree. 
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What does your family tree look like? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Grandfather 
Mom’s Side 
__________ 

Grandmother 
Mom’s Side 
__________ 

Grandfather 
Dad’s Side 
___________ 

Grandmother 
Dad’s Side 
___________ 

  Mom 
 
______ 

  Dad 
 
______ 

You 
________________________ 

Brother Sister 
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This is the home or shelter of the Queen.  Is this the way your house looks like? 
_____________ 
How many squares do you see?  ______________ 
How many rectangles do you see?  ________________ 
Count how many squares and rectangles you see?  _________________________ 
Color and write a sentence to describe it. 

 

 
 

 
http://www.coloring.ws/t.asp?b=m&t=http://www.coloring.ws/fantasy/castle.gif 
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The Crown Jewels Activity 
How many hearts do you see?  ___________      
How many circles do you see? ___________ 
How many hearts and circles do you see?  ________________________ 

 
http://www.coloring.ws/t.asp?b=m&t=http://www.coloring.ws/fantasy/castle.gif 
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Other symbols of English life. 
 
 

Red 
Double 
Decker 
Bus 
  
 
 
 

     Black Taxi Cabs         
   

 Red Pillar boxes used 
 as post office boxes 
    Red Telephone Box 

                     
 

  Both 
Post 
Box 
and 

Telephone box 
have the picture of the crown 
    
 

 
 
The House of Lords   The London 
          And           Eye 
The House of Commons 
Next to the River Thames 

Pronounced (Tims) 
 

              
       
     Buckingham 
     Palace 
 Big Ben, the palace clock 
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English Manners 
 
English folk are well known for their manners.  When you arrive at school, home, or work, it is 
customary to greet others with hello, hi or good morning. 
 
It is a common practice to name people by the place being visited in an affectionate manner.    For 
example, you may be called dear, dearie, flower, love, chick, chuck, me duck, me duckie, mate, guv, 
son, ma'am, madam, miss, sir, or treacle, according to your sex, age and location. 
 
When visiting, it is nice to take a gift for the person you are visiting.  Flowers, chocolates, or a dessert 
for the evening are acceptable gifts.  If you are entertaining guests, it is good manners to send thank 
you notes by mail or given to your guests before they leave.   
 
Do   (YES)      Do not (NO) 
Stand in line       Do not push or jump the line 
Take your hat off when you are indoors  Do not leave your hat on while indoors 
Say excuse me when some is in your way Do not push or go around someone in your way 
Pay as you go for any orders in any place Do not open up a tab in any place 
Say please and thank you when ordering anywhere    Do not be rude while ordering anywhere 
Cover your mouth when yawning or coughing          Do not cough on some or yawn 
Shake hands with the person you are introduced to   Do not say hi from afar 
Say I’m sorry when you are some bumps into you Don’t stay quiet even if it wasn’t your fault 
Drive on the left side of the road Don’t drive on the right side of the road 
Open doors for other people. Don’t slam or close the door if someone is 

coming in or out of the door after you 
Greet people respectfully and with a smile      Do not greet people with a kiss 
Speak with an inside voice in public   Do not speak loudly in public 
Speak and ask questions politely   Do not ask a lady her age 
Use a handkerchief or tissue for your nose  Do not pick your nose in public 
Keep your hands to yourself    Do not backslap or hug  
Use a restroom when burping or passing wind Do not burp or pass wind in public 
Speak clearly and straight to the point  Do not ask intimate questions nor talk  

with your mouth full  
Eat with your fork or spoon    Do not eat off your knife 
       Do not ask about how much is your weight,  

how much money someone makes, nor why 
someone is not married. 

Text taken from and copyright of projcetbritain.com 
 
Do you see any manners that are used in your school, home or community? 
Which manners are not commonly followed in your school, home, or community? 
Practice saying please, thank you, I’m sorry, excuse me, and you’re welcomed. 

 
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/questions/britain/england_facts.htm 
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Foods and Customs Activity 
 
What is a cuppa?      What is the traditional English take away? 
 
What is a packed lunch?   Name three types of English pies. 
 
What is a take away?   What is Yorkshire pie made from? 
 
What is afternoon tea?   When do you eat Yorkshire pie? 
____________________   _________________________________ 
10 points     20 points 
 

 
Cuppa is another way of saying “cup of”.  You can say you want a cuppa 
chocolate, coffee, or tea. 
 
Traditional English foods have beef, chicken, pork, lamb and fish and are 
served with potatoes and another vegetable.   
 

Typical meals include sandwiches, fish and chips (fried fish and French fries), pies like the 
Cornish pastry, trifle, and roast dinners. 
 
                    This is an example of a 
                                 Cornish pastry or pie. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
      A “packed 

                          Lunch” is a meal 
           This is                                    eaten for lunch such  

           an example                                      as a sandwich, fruit,  
                        of a trifle.                                          and a drink. 

     
          

 
 
 
            This is a traditional roast dinner. 
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Children Games 
 
Try some of these jump rope games with your friends. 
   

Skipping 

Skipping is probably the most popular game in the 
playground at the moment. It started when the 
skipping workshop came and taught the school 
some tricks, these are some of them: Double Dutch, 
Pretzel, Stalk, Can-can and Double skipping!!! 

 

Skipping Tricks 

Can Can 

Jump on your left foot while raising 
your right knee. Then do a two-foot 
jump. Jump on your left foot again 
while kicking your right foot. Then do a 
two-foot jump. Repeat with the other 
leg. 

Pretzal 

Place your hand under your knee and 
turn the rope around with the support 
of your other hand and jump. 

Double Dutch 

Two ropes in an eggbeater motion 
around one or two jumpers. 

Windscreen Wiper 

One person turn the rope and the  
other jump round and round waving to 
other people. 

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/skipping/ 
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    Ideas!!!  * Jump by chanting the alphabet, counting, chanting the month of the year or the 
days of the week. 
  
Most Popular Kids' Books in England 

The Big Read 

The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) compiled a list of the most popular novels in England. The 
kids’ titles ranged from classics to Harry Potter, from Dickens to Dahl. Check out what your peers 
across the Atlantic recommend. 

 Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll  
Alice falls down a rabbit hole and finds herself in Wonderland. Her odd 
encounters with such characters as the White Rabbit and the Queen of Hearts 

have enchanted readers since 1865. 
 Anne of Green Gables by Lucy Maud Montgomery  

The Cuthberts of Prince Edward Island planned to adopt a 
boy orphan, but Anne Shirley arrived instead. Redheaded, imaginative and 
mischievous, Anne provides the family with a dose of daily adventure. The first 
installment of a series of eight books. 

 The BFG by Roald Dahl  
Although most children are terrified of giants and their wicked ways, Sophie has 
nothing to worry about when she’s abducted by the BFG. The Big Friendly Giant 
blows happy dreams through children’s windows.  

 Black Beauty by Anna Sewell  
This classic, told from the perspective of the horse, follows Black 
Beauty as it matures from a young colt into an overworked cab horse. The story 
also teaches lessons about humane animal treatment. 

 Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl  
After five children find a golden ticket in their chocolate bars, they’re 

treated to a private tour of Willy Wonka’s famous candy factory. Charlie Bucket, the 
most decent of the lot, will never be the same after the adventure. 

 Double Act by Jacqueline Wilson  
Identical twins cope with the death of their mother, their father’s new 
girlfriend, a new town and a new school. In addition, the twins begin to form their 
identities as individuals. 

 Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle Magorian  
With World War II looming, Willie Beech, an abused child from London, is sent to 

the countryside, where he experiences a very different life with “Mr. Tom.” 

 The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien   
Like most good hobbits, Bilbo Baggins dislikes adventure. But when 
Gandalf the Grey Wizard arrives at his door, he finds himself one of 13 
dwarves who seek to reclaim a lost treasure from a dangerous dragon. 
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The Hobbit is considered the prequel to Tolkien’s The Lord of the Ringstrilogy. 
  Holes by Louis Sachar Stanley  
 Yelnats, accused of a crime he didn’t commit, is sentenced to Camp 

Green Lake, a detention center where boys dig holes to build character. 
Stanley soon realizes that they are digging for more than just character. 

 The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis  
Peter, Susan, Edmund and Lucy discover a magical land, called 
Narnia, through the back of a wardrobe. In Narnia, the siblings 

help the golden lion Aslan fight against the evil White Witch.  
  Little Women by Louisa May Alcott  

The March sisters come of age while their father is away during 
the Civil War. Told in two parts, beautiful Meg, adventurous Jo, sensitive 
Beth and romantic Amy bond as young sisters and then pursue their 
individual dreams as they mature into adults. 

 Lord of the Flies by William Golding   
A group of English schoolboys stranded on a deserted island must fend for 
themselves. At first the boys work together to make shelters, light fires and 
hunt for food. But everything falls apart when some decide they would rather 
play than work. 

 

  The Princess Diaries by Meg Cabot  
Mia Thermopolis is like any normal ninth grader in New York until her 
father tells her that he’s the Prince of Genovia, and she’s the crown 

princess. (Other books in the series include Princess in the Spotlight, Princess in 
Love and Princess in Waiting.) 

 The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett  
Orphaned Mary Lennox arrives at her uncle’s Misselthwaite Manor convinced that 
she’llhate living there. But she’s pleasantly surprised when she and her cousin discover 
a magical garden. 

 Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson   
After a pirate shows up at his mother’s inn, young Jim finds a treasure map and sets out 
in search of buried treasure on a faraway island. 
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ENGLAND'S LOCATION 

England is an island country situated in North-West Europe, on the island of 'Great Britain'.  
Great Britain is made up of 3 countries - England, Scotland, and Wales (see map below). 
Covering two-thirds of Great Britain, England is the largest country on the island. 

Map of Great Britain, showing the countries of England, Scotland, and Wales. 

 

Below is a map showing the whole of the island of Great Britain in relation to the rest of 
Europe. Great Britain is the largest island in Europe and the eighth largest island in the world. 
France, on mainland Europe, is approx 35 kilometers away from the island of Great Britain and 
since 1994 has been joined to the island via an undersea rail network called the Channel 
Tunnel. 
The Channel Tunnel runs from Folkestone in the county of Kent (Southern England) beneath 
the English Channel, to arrive at Coquelles near Calais in northern France. 
At 31.4 miles (50.5 km) it is the second longest undersea tunnel in the world, Japan's Seikan 
Tunnel being the longest at 33.49 miles. 
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Map of Great Britain (in red) and mainland Europe. 

The British Isles 
The group of islands known as 'The British Isles' consist of Great Britain (the largest island in 
the group), Ireland, Northern Ireland, the Orkneys, the Shetland Islands, the Isle of Man, the 
Isle of Wight, Isle of Scilly, the Hebrides, and the Channel Islands which lie just off the coast of 
France and include the islands of Jersey and Guernsey. 
There are said to be over 6,000 islands in the British Isles, with Great Britain being the largest, 
and Bishop's Rock not only being the smallest island in the British Isles, but also the smallest 
island in the world! 
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The United Kingdom (UK) 
The UK, or rather 'The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland' includes the 
island of Great Britain (consisting of the countries of England, Scotland, and Wales), and the 
North-East part of Ireland (Eire). The country of England accounts for around 84% of the 
population of the UK 

 
This map shows the whole of the United Kingdom (in blue) 

Key facts to remember -  

 ENGLAND is a country. It is on the island of GREAT BRITAIN (part of the British 
Isles) along with the countries of Scotland and Wales. 

 ENGLAND is also part of the United Kingdom (the UK) along with Scotland, Wales, 
and Northern Ireland. 

ENGLAND'S CLIMATE & WEATHER  

The English summer consists of "three fine days and a thunderstorm". - Charles II 

England's weather can be summed up in two words - mild & varied. One minute it can be 
gorgeous sunshine, the next it can be cloudy, cold and raining. Even on extremely sunny days 
during summer, if someone goes out they will usually 'take a coat just in case' for the weather 
is so unpredictable and can change at any moment. This unpredictability also makes England's 
weather extremely interesting and frequently talked about. The warmest part of the country is 
the South, with Faversham in Kent having the highest ever recorded temperature of 38.5C 
(101.3F) on the 10th August 2003.  During the winter months the warmest parts of England are 
along the South, and South-West, particularly the counties of Devon and Cornwall and around 
the London area.  The Lake District, one of the most scenic regions of England, is also the 
wettest.  The bottom line is, if you plan on visiting England or any other parts of Britain, always 
come prepared for any kind of weather. 

ENGLAND'S LANDSCAPE 

As varied as the weather comes from the beautiful English landscape, you can also               
see the chalk cliffs and rolling hills of the South, to the Mountainous ranges of the                
Lake District in the North. 
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This is the Topography map of the UK. This map shows how England is relatively low-lying 
compared to the countries Scotland in the North, and Wales in the West. In the North of 
England can be seen The Pennines, a mountain range known as 'the backbone of England' 
which stretch all the way from Scotland down to the Peak District in the county of Derbyshire, 
England. 
High in the North-West close to The Pennies can be seen the mountainous region of The Lake 
District. The two high areas in the South-West are Exmoor National Park, and lower down is 
Dartmoor National Park. 

Interesting facts about England and its landscape 

 England has around 2,000 miles of coastline. 
 No place in England is more than 75 miles (120 km) from the coast. 
 England's longest river is the river Thames at 215 miles long. 
 Scafell Pike is the highest mountain in England at 3,209 feet (978 meters). It can be 

found in the Lake District in the North of England. 
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POPULATION OF ENGLAND 

In 2005 the population of England was approximately 50.4 million. 
Most of England's population lives in or around its major cities such as London (7.5 million). 

Population Facts & Figures 

 In the 1600's the population of Britain (England, Scotland, and Wales combined) was 
just over 4 million. It is now over 60 million 

 London is the most populous city in the European Union with over 7 million residents. It 
is home to around 12% of the UK population. 
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FLAG OF ENGLAND 

England's flag is the St George's cross - 

 
The St George's Cross is the national flag of England 

GOVERNMENT OF ENGLAND 

"There is a forgotten, nay almost forbidden word, which means more to me than any 
other. That word is England". - Sir Winston Churchill 

There is no government just for England, and hasn't been since 1707. The government, 
although seated in London, is in fact a UK government. The current Prime Minister, Gordon 
Brown (see picture below), who leads the government is in fact Scottish. 

The UK government is known as a 'Constitutional Monarchy' and a 'Parliamentary 
Democracy'. 
A 'Constitutional Monarchy' can be defined as a King or Queen that reigns over a country, but 
does not govern it. Our Queen is head of state, but does not run the country. 
A 'Parliamentary Democracy' is one in which the people choose representatives at regular 
elections to govern the country. 
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Quick Facts about England 

Size 

England is 74 times smaller than the USA, 59 times smaller than Australia and  
3 times smaller than Japan. England is about the size of Alabama, USA.  

Location 

England is in north-west Europe and is in the southern part of Great Britain. It is an island 
country and also part of the United Kingdom (UK). 

England is the largest country in Great Britain and the UK. It is sometimes, wrongly, used in 
reference to the whole United Kingdom, the entire island of Great Britain, or indeed the British 
Isles. This is not only incorrect but can cause offence to people from other parts of the UK. 
(Nationality of the British people). 

Nearly 84% of the population of the UK lives in England, mainly in the major cities and 
metropolitan areas.  

Major Cities 

London – population 7,172,036   Birmingham – population 976,400 

Liverpool – 439,476     Manchester – 392,900 

Capital  London 

Motto      ‘Dieu et mon Droit’ (French for ‘God and my right’) 

Official Language English, spoken by 95% of the UK population. Welsh is the second most 
spoken language in the United Kingdom. 

National Bird  Robin    National Flower Red Rose 

National Tree Oak    National Animal Lion 
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The Royal Family 

  Her Majesty, The Queen, Elizabeth II. 

 

 

 

His of Her Royal Highness, The Prince of Wales, Prince Charles. 

 

 

 

  

His of Her Royal Highness, Prince William of Wales, son of Prince Charles. 

 

 

 

His of Her Royal Highness, Prince Harry of Wales, son of Prince Charles. 
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Key facts to remember - 

 The Queen of England, Elizabeth II, is head of state, and does not govern the country. 
 The people of the UK vote for a political party such as Labour, Conservative, or Liberal 

Democrats, and whoever is leader of the party that gets the most votes is then 
appointed by the queen to be the Prime Minister. 

 The houses of Parliament are where politicians meet to discuss and decide the laws of 
the UK. There are three sections: the House of Commons, the House of Lords, and the 
Monarchy. New laws have to go through both the House of Commons and the House of 
Lords, then the Queen as head of state signs any laws that parliament has voted for. 
She can reject a law, though this hasn't happened since the reign of Queen Anne who 
reigned between 1702 and 1714. 
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CURRENCY OF ENGLAND 

The currency of England and Britain is officially called Pounds Sterling.  

The currency sign is the pound sign: £ 

A pound is made up of 100 pence. (Pence is plural of penny) 

Coins currently in circulation (copper, silver and gold)-  

1p (one penny), 2p, 5p, 10p, 20p, 50p, £1 (one pound) 

Notes currently in circulation -  

£5, £10, £20, £50, £100 
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English Words and Phrases 

Barking – (adj.) crazy, mad 

Barmy – (adj.) strange or silly 

Bin – (n.) waste paper basket 

Biscuit – (n.) cookie, cracker 

Bobby – (n.) Policeman 

Bonnet – (n.) hood of a car 

Boot – (n.) trunk of a car 

Buggy – (n.) stroller 

Car Park – (n.) parking lot 

Cheers – (phrase) thanks, good bye 

Cheerio – (phrase) good bye 

Clever – (adj.) intelligent 

Conk – (n.) nose 

Crumpet – (n.) a small, round, bread muffin cooked on a griddle 

Custard – (n.) a yellow sauce used as a topping on various desserts 

Double Decker – (n.) a two-level bus 

Father Christmas – (n.) British name for Santa Claus 

Football – (n.) the game of soccer, a soccer ball 

Gobsmacked – (adj.) surprised 

Head Master – (n.) Principal of a School 

Jolly – (adv.) happy 
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Kick the Bucket – (phrase) to die 

Loo – (n.) toilet, also called a lav or lavatory 

Macintosh – (n.) also known as a raincoat, or MAC 

Mum – (n.) Mother 

Nippy – (adj.) cold 

Noughts and crosses – (n.) the game of tic tac toe 

Nutter – (n.) a crazy person 

Over the Moon – (phrase) very pleased 

Pillar box – (n.) mail box for sending letters, also a post box 

Postman – (n.) Mailman 

Rubbish – (n.) trash 

Surname – (n.) a person’s last name 

Sweets – (n.) candy 

Tap – (n.) a faucet 

Tea – (n.) a light meal in the evening 

Telly – (n.) a television, also called ‘the box’ 

UNDERGROUND – (n.) the London subway system 

Wicked – (adj.) slang for excellent 
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Special Dates 

New Year’s Day – Celebrated the 1st of January to mark the beginning of a new year 

Candelmas Day (Christian Festival of Lights) - an ancient festival that marks the midpoint of 
winter which is celebrated on February 2nd 

St. Patrick’s Day – March 17th 

St. George’s Day – England’s National Day, which is celebrated on April 23rd.   St. George is 
the Patron Saint of England.  St George saved a village from great danger once by fighting and 
killing a fierce dragon.  England’s flag is St. George’s Cross. 

May Day  (Garland Day) this day marks the end of harsh winter and the beginning of Summer. 
May Day celebrations include dancing around maypoles. 

Halloween October 31st – Eve of all hallows 

Armistice Day – 11th of November, people remember the millions of soldiers who died in the 
two World Wars 

Christmas – held on December 25th, and commemorates the birth of Jesus Christ  
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The knight was one of the three types of fighting men during the middle ages.  When a boy 
was eight years old, he was sent to the neighboring castle where he was trained as a page.  At 
the age of fifteen or sixteen a boy became a squire in service to a knight.  His duties included 
dressing the knight in the morning, serving all meals for the knight, caring for the knight’s 
horse, and cleaning the knight’s armor and weapons.  At about the age of twenty a squire can 
become a knight after proving himself worthy.  A young man could also become a knight for 
valor in combat after a battle or sometimes before a battle to help him gain courage. 
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A castle is a type of structure developed in Europe during the middle ages.  There are over 
1,500 castle sights in England.    
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Big Ben is the nickname for the great bell of the clock at the north end of the palace of 
Westminster in London. It is the largest four faced chiming clock in the world.  
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The red double decker buses in London have become a national symbol of Britain.   
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London Bridge is a bridge over the River Thames connecting the city of London and 
Southwark in central London. 
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The Tower of London is a historic castle on the north bank of the River Thames in central 
London England. 
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The 2012 Summer Olympics will take place in London from July 27 to August 12, 2012. 
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Red Rose Activity 
The red rose is the national flower of England.  Make a red rose to symbolize England. 
 

 

You will need:  

Red tissue paper 
Green chenille stem / pipe cleaner 
Sticky tape 

Instructions:  

Cut three strips of tissue paper: one 3 inches wide, one 2 ½ wide and one 2 inches wide. 

Concertina fold (folding a sheet of paper first to the right and then to the left) each strip so you 
are left with a roughly square shape.  

On each strip draw a petal shape with a strip across the bottom touching each fold, as shown 
in the diagram below.  
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Cut out, taking care not to cut through the folds at 
the bottom. Unfold the strips. 

Starting with the thinnest strip, wind the petals around the end of the chenille stem, securing 
with pieces of sticky tape. When you have finished the first strip, add the next widest and then 
the widest 

                                           

 

Secure with sticky tape. Twist the chenille stem around the tissue to help keep it in place. 
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Carefully tease out the petals with your fingers to make it look more like a rose. 
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Double Decker Bus Activity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This super London Bus craft makes a fun craft idea.  

You will need: 

A large cardboard box 
Red paint 
Black paper 
White paper 
Yellow paper 
Silver paper (or card) 
Pens 
String 

Instructions: 

Paint the box red and leave it to dry. 

From the black paper cut four circles to be wheels and stick these to the sides of the bus.  
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A wheel 

 

Cut a doorway (a rectangle about half the height of the box) and glue this to the end of one 
side of the bus. Cut a thin silver pole and glue this in the middle of the doorway. 

 
Here's the door! 

Cut rectangles of black paper for windows and glue these to the sides. Cut 2 strips of white 
paper long enough to run down the bus sides and narrow enough to fit between the two rows 
of windows. Decorate these as advertisements and stick them to the sides of the bus. You 
could also use an advert cut out of a glossy magazine. 
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Windows and adverts 

Cut two big rectangular windows for the back of the bus and glue them on. Cut two small 
rectangles of yellow paper as number plates (you can draw on your own personal number). 
Glue one to each end of the bus. 

Cut two silver circles as headlights and a silver rectangle as a radiator and glue these to the 
bottom of the bus front. Cut 4 black windows to go above and stick these on. Finally cut a 
white rectangle, write on the route number and destination of your bus and glue it to the middle 
of the bus front. 
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Make a hole in the front of the bus, thread through your string and tie securely (this bit should 
be done by an adult) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

63



In England red post boxes are used as a mail box for sending letters.  

Have fun making this realistic red English post box with the .

 
 

You will need: 

Red paint 
Black paint 
Red acrylic paint 
White paper 
Black permanent marker 
glue 
Old snack tub 
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Instructions: 

Wash and dry the tub. Paint the tub with red paint and the lid with the red acrylic paint and 
leave to dry. 

Draw a line around the tub about ¼ of the way up. Paint the tub black below the line and leave 
to dry. 

Carefully cut a slit about ¼ of the way down the tube, large enough to fit coins through. This bit 
is best done by an adult. 

Cut out a rectangle from white paper, write on your message and stick this to the tube below 
the slit.  

 

Underneath draw a crown and the Queens initials (you could draw your own initials if you 
prefer). 
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Red Telephone Box Activity 

Even though these red telephone boxes are rarely seen in England now, they still symbolize 
England to many. Here's a fun English telephone box craft idea for kids - making a fabulous 
pencil holder for the desk! 

 
You will need: 

Cuboid-shaped box 
Red paint 
White paper 
Black permanent marker 
Glue 
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Instructions: 

Cut the box so it is slightly shorter than your pens. Paint the box red and allow it to dry. 

At the top of each side draw a small crown. From white paper cut four small rectangles and on 
each write TELEPHONE. Glue one to each side, just underneath the crown. 

 

Finally use the permanent marker to add a grid of black rectangles (window panes) to each 
side. 
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England’s Flag Activity 

 

You will need: 

Card 
PVA (white) glue 
White and red tissue paper 

Instructions: 

Draw a cross on the card. Paint the card with a coat of glue. Rip up the tissue paper into small 
squares and scrunch into balls. Stick the red tissue paper onto the cross. Fill the rest of the 
card with the white.  
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Royal Crown Activity 

 

Here is a very regal crown which is fun for kids to make and wear. 

You will need: 

A strip of gold card 10cm wide and long enough to go around your head with a few cm’s to 
spare. 
Cotton wool balls 
PVA (white) glue 
Gems 
Stapler or double sided tape 

Instructions: 

Cut triangles along one length of the card, to about ½ the width. These are the spikes at the 
top of your crown. 

Paint a stripe of glue along the bottom of the crown and stick on a line of cotton wool balls. 

Decorate the spikes with gems. When the crown is dry join the ends together with staples or 
double sided tape and wear proudly! 
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Sceptre Activity 

A sceptre is a symbolic ornamental rod or wand used by a ruling monarch.   

 

You will need: 

Cardboard tube 
2 Polystyrene balls 
2 lolly (popsicle) sticks 
PVA (white) glue 
Gold paint 
Gems 

Instructions: 

Glue the lolly sticks together to form a cross.  

Glue a polystyrene ball on to each end of the cardboard tube. 

Carefully cut a small slit in the top of one of the balls, fill with glue and push in the lolly stick 
cross. 

 

When the glue is dry, paint your scepter gold. Glue on lots of gems to decorate. 
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Knights Armor and Shield Activity 

Every knight needs a good helmet, sword and shield, and we've got lots of idea to make your 
own here! 

 

You will need: 

Silver card 
Scraps of gold and black card 
Glue 
Stapler 

Instructions: 

Use a plate to help you draw a circle on the silver card. It needs to be slightly bigger than your 
head. Draw a point coming out from your circle to make a teardrop shape. Now draw an outline 
about 2cm around the shape. Cut out along this line. Cut slits back to the original line to form 
tabs, and bend down carefully along your original outline. This is the top of your helmet. 
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To make the main piece of the helmet, cut a rectangle of silver card about 30cm by 60cm. Fold 
in half and cut a triangle off the bottom as shown in the diagram below. 
 

 

With the card still folded, cut a slit for eye holes at the fold. 

Open out the card and using the fold to fit to the point of your teardrop, glue the tabs to the flat 
edge of the main piece. Staple the two ends of the main piece together. 

Decorate your helmet with scraps of gold and black card, or add a shield like Sam did. 
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No knight would be ready for battle without a shield, and kids can enjoy creating their own coat 
of arms or making a simple knight's shield using the ideas below. 

 

You will need: 

Large piece of card 
Strong glue 
Paint 
Drawing of your Coat of Arms (optional) 
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Instructions: 

Cut out a large shield shape from the card. 

 

To make a shield with your Coat of Arms, divide the shield into four and paint it so that the top 
left and bottom right quarters are the same and the top right and bottom left are the same. 

Draw your Coat of Arms on paper. 

Cut around the edge of your design and glue to the center of the shield. 
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To make a handle, cut a rectangle of card about 12 by 4 inches (30 by 10cm).  

 

 Fold over 3inches (8cm) from either end. Use strong glue to glue these ends to the back of the 
card, allowing the handle of the card to form a loop to put your hand through. 

 

Sword 
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You will need: 

Corrugated card (an old box will work fine)  
sticky tape 
Kitchen foil 

Instructions: 

Cut out two blade shapes from card. Fold each in half to create a ridge down the side of the 
blades. 

Cut a strip of card about 4 inches (10cm) longer than your blade. Arrange the two pieces of 
blade so the ridges point out and the strip of card runs through the middle, sticking out of the 
bottom. Wrap sticky tape around it to secure. 

Wrap the blade with kitchen foil. You shouldn’t need glue but if you want to use it to secure 
loose edges you can. 

Cut two handles from card. Arrange them so they overlap the blade slightly and have the strip 
of card running in between them. Wrap tape around to secure them in place (you will need to 
use quite a lot of tape) 
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Handprint Dragon Activity 

Do this fun activity in honor of St. 
George’s Day.  St. George saved a village from great danger once by fighting and killing a 
fierce dragon. 

Five handprints combined with some paper shapes (cut out using our template) produce this 
fantastic, fierce dragon - a fantastic craft for Chinese New Year or a China theme, a fairy tale 
theme, or even St George's Day or St David's Day. 

You will need:  
colored paper 
Handprint Dragon template 
Glue 
Small white circle stickers 
Black pen 
Large sheet of paper 

Print our template out onto card. Cut out and use it to draw and cut out a head, mane, tail and 
two legs from colored paper. 

Draw around your hand 5 times on colored paper, and cut out. Glue the handprints in a line 
across your large sheet of paper to form your dragon’s body, referring to the photo above for 
positioning. Stick on the mane and the head. Add the tail and two legs. Stick on the two 
stickers as eyes and with the black pen draw on the pupils, nostrils and teeth. 

Variation: Instead of cutting around your child's hand onto colored paper, make handprints with 
bright colored poster paint on white paper. When dry, cut out as before. Or, make this dragon 
as a classroom project with as many hands as you like - just give him an extra long body! 

 

Works Cited 

http://activityvillage.co.uk 
http://www.picturesofengland.com 
http://projectbritain.com 
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/ 
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British Sayings and Proverbs  
 

Sayings/idioms | Proverbs 

British Sayings/idioms 

'Bob's your uncle'  
It is added to the end of sentences to mean that something will be successful. 

Origin of Bob's your Uncle  

"Bob's your Uncle" is a way of saying "you're all set" or "you've got it made." 
It's a catch phrase dating back to 1887, when British Prime Minister Robert 
Cecil (a.k.a. Lord Salisbury) decided to appoint a certain Arthur Balfour to 
the prestigious and sensitive post of Chief Secretary for Ireland.  

Not lost on the British public was the fact that Lord Salisbury just happened 
to be better known to Arthur Balfour as "Uncle Bob." In the resulting furor 
over what was seen as an act of blatant nepotism, "Bob's your uncle" 
became a popular sarcastic comment applied to any situation where the 
outcome was preordained by favoritism. As the scandal faded in public 
memory, the phrase lost its edge and became just a synonym for "no 
problem." 
By James Harris  

'Keep your pecker up'  
Remain cheerful - keep your head held high. 

'Big girl 's blouse' 
A weakling; an ineffectual person.  

'Burning the Candle at Both Ends'  
Working for many hours without getting enough rest 
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'Eyes are bigger than your belly'  
Think you can eat more than you can  
'My eyes were bigger than my belly, I couldn't eat every thing I had put on my 
plate' 

'Sleep Tight'  
Have a good nights sleep  

'Gordon Bennett'  
An exclamation of surprise 

'Stone the crows' 
An exclamation of annoyance. 

'Tie the Knot'  
Get Married  

'Talk the hind legs off a donkey'  
A person who is excessively or extremely talkative can talk the hind legs off a 
donkey. 

' I ' l l  put the Kettle on' 
Let me make you a cup of tea 

'Do you want a brew?'  
Do you want some tea? 

'Leg it ' 
Run extremely fast 

'As queer as a nine bob note'  
Odd or unusual 

'Popped his/her cloggs'  
He/she has passed awat (died) 
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British Proverbs 

'Every cloud has a silver lining' 
There's always something good in bad times. 

'A stitch in time saves nine'  
Act early and you can save a lot of time. 

'Nothing ventured nothing gained'  
You have to try or you won't get anything. 

'Out of the frying pan into the fire' 
From one problem to another. 

'One man's meat is another man's poison'  
People often don't like the same things. 

'Don't look a gift horse in the mouth' 
Don't question good luck. 

'You can lead a horse to water, but you cannot make it drink' 
You can give a person a chance, but you can't make him or her take it. 

'The grass is always greener on the other side'  
You always think that other peoples lives are better than yours.  

'The best things in life are free' 
We don't have to pay for the things that are really valuable, like love, 
friendship, good health etc.  

'Don't cross your bridges before you come to them' 
Don't worry about problems before they arrive.  
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' It  was the last straw that broke the camel's back' 
There is a limit to everything. We can load the camel with lots of straw, but 
finally it will be too much and the camel's back will break. And it is only a 
single straw that breaks its back - the last straw.  

This can be applied to many things in life. People often say "That's the last 
straw!" when they will not accept any more of something. 

'Where there's a will there's a way' 
If we have the determination to do something, we can always find the path or 
method to do it. 

'Marry in haste, and repent at leisure' 
If we get married quickly, without thinking carefully, we may be sorry later. And 
we will have plenty of time to be sorry. 

'The best advice is found on the pillow'  
If we have a problem, we may find the answer after a good night's sleep. 

People also say: "I'll sleep on it." 

'You can't judge a book by its cover' 
We need to read a book to know if it's good or bad. We cannot know what it's 
like just by looking at the front or back cover. This proverb is applied to 
everything, not only books. 

'Bad news travels fast' 
'Bad news' means news about 'bad' things like accidents, death, illness etc. 
People tend to tell this type of news quickly. But 'good news' (passing an 
exam, winning some money, getting a job etc) travels more slowly. 

'Birds of a feather flock together'  
Birds of a feather means birds of the same type. The whole proverb means that 
people of the same type or sort stay together. They don't mix with people of 
another type 
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'Live and let live'  
This proverb suggest that we should not interfere in other people's business. We 
should live our own lives and let others live their lives. 

'The way to a man's heart is through his stomach' 
Many women have won a man's love by cooking delicious meals for him. They 
fed his stomach and found love in his heart. 

'Better untaught than ill  taught.' 
This proverb drops the verb "to be". But we understand: "It is better not to be 
taught at all than to be taught badly." It's better not to learn something than to 
learn it badly. 

'Soon learnt, soon forgotten'  
Something that is easy to learn is easy to forget. 
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British Seasons 
 

What Seasons do you have in Britain? 

We have four seasons - 

 Spring - March to May  
 Summer - June to August  
 Autumn - September to November  
 Winter - December to February  

Spring 

 
Spring - the countryside is in full bloom 

Average conditions for London, UK  

Month 
Average  
Sunlight 
(hours) 

Temperature 
Average  

Precipitation 
(mm) 

Wet Days 
(+0.25 mm)

Average Record 

Min Max Min Max

March 4 3 10 8 21 37 11 

April 5 6 13 2 26 37 12 

May 6 8 17 1 30 46 12 
(Average Temperature in Centigrade)
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Summer 

 
Summer - the time for outings and holidays 

In the summer, it can be as hot as 32°C (90°F) but mostly the temperature only 
reaches 26°C. The average high in London from June through August is around 
70°F/21°C and the average low is around 51°F/12°C. 

Interesting Facts  

Britain's highest temperature recorded is 38.5°C 
(101.3°F ) in Brogdale, Kent (south east England) on 
10 August 2003. 

 
Average conditions for London, UK  

Month 
Average 
Sunlight  
(hours) 

Temperature 
Average 

Precipitation 
(mm) 

Wet Days 
(+0.25 mm) 

Average Record 

Min Max Min Max

June 7 12 20 5 33 45 11 

July 6 14 22 7 34 57 12 

Aug 6 13 21 6 38 59 11 
(Average Temperature in Centigrade)
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Autumn 

 
Autumn -  

The leaves begin to change colour,  
transforming England’s landscape into an array of autumn colours. 

Average conditions for London, UK  

Month 
Average 
Sunlight  
(hours) 

Temperature 
Average 

Precipitation 
(mm) 

Wet Days 
(+0.25 mm) 

Average Record 

Min Max Min Max

Sept 5 11 19 3 30 49 13 

Oct 3 8 14 4 26 57 13 

Nov 2 5 10 5 19 64 15 
(Average Temperature in Centigrade) 
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Winter 

 
Winter - the time for snow and frost 

In the winter, the temperature can drop below freezing point (32°F/0°C) but rarely 
drops much below. It is cold, wet and windy and it sometimes snows between 
December and March. In the mornings we have to scrape the ice from our cars. 

The average winter temperature is 38.6°F/3.7°C. Normally, the UK gets 13 inches 
(332 mm) of rain sleet and snow each winter. 
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Frost on a car

 

 

 

 

Interesting Facts  

The lowest temperature recorded is -
27.2°C (-17°F ) - in Braemar in Grampian, 
Scotland, on 11 February 1895 and 10 
January 1982.  

 
Average conditions for London, UK  

Month 
Average 
Sunlight  
(hours) 

Temperature 
Average 

Precipitation 
(mm) 

Wet Days 
(+0.25 mm) 

Average Record 

Min Max Min Max

Dec 1 4 7 7 15 48 15 

Jan 1 2 6 10 14 54 15 

Feb 2 2 7 9 16 40 13 
(Average Temperature in Centigrade)  

Length of Daylight 

The British Isles have a latitude between 50° N and 60° N. At this latitude, the 
length of daylight has a significant variation between summer and winter. 
For example in mid-December the period between sunrise and sunset in London is 
7 hours and 50 minutes, while in Lerwick, Shetland (north of Scotland), it is 5 
hours and 50 minutes; in mid June it is 16 hours and 40 minutes in London and 18 
hours 50 minutes in Lerwick. 
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Food and Drink in London  

Woodlands Junior School is in the south-east corner of England 

 

Find out more about tradition British food  

Traditional London Food 

London's food doesn't come any more traditional - or tasty - than good old pie 
and mash. Locally caught eels were the usual pie filling but they have been 
gradually replaced by minced beef.  

Pie, mash and eel houses have been around in London since the 18th 
Century.  

Today, eels are still served, either stewed or jellied, and with or without pie 
and mash. The essential accompaniment is green 'liquor' - a salty, parley-

based 'gravy' - or chili vinegar for extra pep. 
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F. Cooke's pie and mash restaurant on Hoxton Street, Shoreditch, London 

F. Cooke's pie and mash restaurant on Hoxton Street is one of the many 
restaurants still serving hot jellied eels today. 

Tube 

 Old Street Tube Station (0.9 km) 
 Old Street Station (1.0 km) 

World Foods 

Thanks to the capital's multicultural population, you'll find more than 60 
different national cuisines from French, Italian and Spanish to Thai and 
Japanese. Indian food is especially popular in Britain and many people often 
eat at their local 'curry house'.  

Vegetarian Food 

Vegetarianism is an accepted part of London's restaurant scene and most 
places offer at least a couple of dishes for those who do not eat meat.  
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Take-Away Food 

London's fish and chip shops are part of a uniquely British take-away tradition. 
The city also has thousands of burger and chicken fast-food restaurants. It 
also has many Indian, Chinese and pizza take-aways.  

Pies are becoming a popular take-way food. 

 
Pies sold in Covent Garden, London 

Find out more about take-away food in Britain  

Tea and Coffee 

Londoners are famous for their love of a good cup of tea, at home, at work 
and in cafes. Coffee has been drunk in London since the 17th century, when 
coffee houses were hotbeds of political discussions and debate. Now-a-days 
American-style bars such as Starbucks are everywhere. 
Find out more about tea and coffee in Britain   
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St James's Palace 
 
The Mall, SW1 
Part of the Old Guard marches from St James Palace to Buckingham Palace at 11.15am and 
returns at 12.05pm. Please note that this Changing of the Guard only occurs on days when the 
guard at Buckingham Palace is changed.  
   
Horse Guards Parade 
 
Whitehall, SW1 
For a chance to see the Queen's Life Guard, head for the separate ceremony that takes place 
daily throughout the year at Horse Guards Parade, Whitehall. A similarly colourful spectacle, 
this is a 25‐minute ceremony. The Guard march from Hyde Park Corner, via Constitution Hill 
and the Mall to Horse Guards Parade. Changing the Guard at Horse Guards Parade is free to 
watch and takes place daily at 11.00 (Mon to Sat) and 10.00 (Sun).  
 
Windsor Castle 
 
Windsor and Maidenhead, SL4 
William the Conqueror chose to build a castle at Windsor more than 900 years ago to 
defend the western approach to the capital. As one of the Queen's official residences 
Windsor Castle still plays a formal role in State and official occasions. To share in the 
pageantry of this palatial residence you can watch the Changing the Guard as they march 
up through the town to the castle, accompanied by a band, when the Queen is in 
residence. When the Queen is away, they Mount Guard by the Henry VIII gate in winter 
and on Castle Hill in summer.  
  
Trooping the Colour 
Often cited as the ceremonial event of the year, the Trooping the Colour marks the 'official' 
birthday of the Queen. Her actual birthday is 21st April but it is a long‐standing tradition to 
publicly celebrate her birthday on a summer day. This tradition dates back to the early 18th 
century when the Colours (flags) of the battalion were carried (Trooped) past soldiers to 
reinforce the colours of their regiment so that they would recognise them in battle. Ever since 
1748 this ceremony has also marked the Sovereign's birthday.  
  
Trooping the Colour takes place in June when the Queen leaves Buckingham Palace to her 
arrival at Horse Guards Parade when a gun salute is fired from Green Park.   
  
The action centres on Horse Guards Parade, where the Queen receives the royal salute and 
inspects the troops. Following a performance from the massed bands the 'Colour' is carried 
down the ranks and the Queen leads the troops to Buckingham Palace. The Queen then 
appears on the balcony of Buckingham Palace at 1pm to watch the RAF (Royal Air Force) 
flypast, which is accompanied by a gun salute at the Tower of London.  
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Members of the Royal Family attend and a number of tickets are sold in advance each 
year. However, if you arrive early, you can grab a good view of the troops along the 
route from Buckingham Palace to Horse Guards Parade, via the Mall. Alternatively 
you can watch the two rehearsals - The Major General's Review and The Colonel's 
Review - for free, minus the Royals! These rehearsals take place before the big event 
itself. The Major General's Review occurs on the Saturday two weeks before the 
official parade. The Colonel's Review takes place on the Saturday a week before the 
parade.     
   
State Opening of Parliament 
Dating back to Medieval London, this spectacular annual ceremony marking the 
beginning of the new parliamentary year takes places in October or November and 
features peers and bishops in traditional robes and a royal procession involving the 
State Coach (visible to the public). The Yeomen of the Guard (royal bodyguards since 
1485) are responsible for searching the cellars of the Houses of Parliament before the 
Queen arrives. A duty undertaken ever since the infamous Gunpowder Plot of 1605 
when Guy Fawkes tried to blow up Parliament. The televised ceremony that follows 
takes place in the House of Lords.  
  
The proceedings begin with Black Rod (the Queen's Messenger) calling 250 members 
of the House of Commons to the House of Lords. The door is initially slammed in his 
face before being re-opened. This reminds people that the Commons can exclude 
everyone but the Sovereign's messengers.  
  
The Queen reads the Queen's Speech from the Throne in the House of Lords. This 
speech is prepared by the government of the day and outlines the forthcoming policies 
for the year. The Queen then returns to Buckingham Palace.  
  
The Royal procession starts at Buckingham Palace (11am), follows the Mall to Horse 
Guards and Whitehall and then Parliament Square. A gun salute is fired at 11.15am 
from Hyde Park. A good vantage point is St James's Park.  
   
Lord Mayor's Show 
This annual event has been taking over the streets of London for nearly 800 years now. 
The parade involves over 6,000 people, bands, over 140 decorated floats, costumed 
performers and a gilded State Coach that the Lord Mayor travels in. 
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If you aren't sick of fireworks by this time (the show traditionally takes place in November, just 
after Bonfire Night), this is possibly the most dangerous and amazing of all the public shows in 
the capital. River barges are piled high with explosives and set adrift on the Thames with 
several brave men on board. 

 
The fireworks are let off between Waterloo and Blackfriars Bridge, not far from the scene of 
Guy Fawkes' attempted crime. Wrap up warm and head for the river. The best vantage points 
tend to be around the Embankment and Gabriel's Wharf. If you are really on the ball get there 
early and grab the best seats in the house in the public gallery of the Oxo Tower.  

 
The Lord Mayor is required to swear an oath of loyalty to the Queen (in the presence of the 
Lord Chief Justice) at the end of the parade which runs from Guildhall to the Royal Courts of 
Justice. Spectators are welcome.  

 
The procession leaves Guildhall at 10.50am for Mansion House. At 11.05am it leaves 
Mansion House and travels via St Paul's Cathedral, the Royal Courts of Justice and 
Victoria Embankment before returning to Mansion House at 2.35am. The fireworks display on 
the Thames occurs between Waterloo and Blackfriars at 5pm. These times are subject to 
change. Search the events guide for the latest details.  
  
Ceremony of the Keys 
Every night the Tower of London is locked up by the Chief Warder who makes his way to the 
gates from the Byward Tower at exactly 9.53pm. Once all the Tower gates are locked, the 
Last Post is sounded by a trumpeter and the ceremony is concluded. This ceremony 
represents a 700-year-old tradition and lasts no more than 10 minutes.  
  
The Chief Warder represents the Yeoman Warders (more commonly known as 'Beefeaters') 
who have looked after the Tower since the 14th century. Today they perform the role of tour 
guide in addition to their ceremonial duties.  
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London Transport 

 

Getting To London  

 

Railway 

London now has seven major stations providing long distance and local services. 
Eurostar trains run from St Pancras Station to the Chunnel Tunnel and onto 
mainland Europe.  
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The railways came to London in Victorian times. The first important station was 
Euston, which opened in 1837. 
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London has a railway that goes under London. It is known as the Tube or the 
London Underground. 
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Taxis 

London's distinctive taxis, black cabs, are as much a feature of city life as its red 
double-decker buses.  

 

Like the buses, black cabs are also being modernised and many are now painted 
other colours with advertising.   

All black cab drivers must pass a stringent test known as 'The Knowledge' 
before they are licenced to operate a taxi.  This tests their knowledge of London's 
streets and the quickest traffic routes.   

You can phone for a black cab, hail one in the street or find one in a rank, 
especially near large railway stations or some major hotels.  They carry a yellow 
'For Hire' sign above the windscreen which is lit up when they are free.   To stop 
one hold out your arm in a purposeful, and determined way.  When the taxi stops 
tell the driver your destination.  

Taxis are a good option for groups of people sharing the fare, which can be steep 
- there is a £2.20 minimum fare at all times. 

Tipping at about 10% is expected.  

Where credit or debit are accepted there is a typical surcharge of between 10% 
and 15% of the metered fare.  
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London Taxi Fares  

The meter calculates the maximum fare based upon time of day, distance 
travelled and taxi speed. 
Please note fares and journey times may be higher if there are delays or heavy 
traffic 
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FACTS ABOUT LONDON’S CULTURE 
 

London is an international centre of culture in terms of arts, music, festivals, museums 
and much more.  The diversity of cultures within the city is so great that easy definition 
is impossible.  The city is home to more than 300 nationalities that have over time, 
molded and shaped the city’s culture into what it is today.  London is more than one of 
the great cities of the world-it’s almost a country in its own right.  The sheer size and 
scope of the city can make travel pretty intimidating for visitors.  Even the act of 
traveling around Greater London or into the city’s historic centre can be daunting for 
the first time visitor. 
 
London is made up of two ancient cities which are now joined together.  They are: 
 

 The city of London, known simply as “the City” which is the business and 
financial heart of the United Kingdom.  It is also known as the “Square Mile (2.59 
sq km/1sq mi).  It was the original Roman settlement (ancient Londinium), making 
it the oldest part of London and already 1,000 years old when the Tower of 
London was built. 

 The city of Westminster, where Parliament and most of the government offices 
are located.  Also Buckingham Palace, the official London residence of the Queen 
and the Royal family are located there too. 

 
Together they all make up a region known as Greater London. 

 
 There are more than 32,000 music performances a year in London-k621 a 

week, 17% of which are free. 
 London has four UNESCO world heritage sites:  Tower of London, Maritime 

Greenwich, Westminster Palace, Kew’s Royal Botanic Gardens. 
 London has 40,000 listed buildings and over 150 ancient monuments. 
 London has 22 national museums and more than 200 other museums. 
 London has twelve specialist arts and culture Higher Education Institutes. 
 The new Wembley Stadium is the largest football stadium in the world. 
 London has cultural centres run by and dedicated to its Polish, Kurdish, 

Chinese, Romanian, Hungarian, Bengali, Jewish, Somali, Hindu, and Irish 
communities. 

 London’s 395 public libraries stock 17 million books. 
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 Nearly a third of all the UK’s archives are in London.  These include the 
National Archives, which provide an unbroken record of Britain’s government 
from the 11th century to the present day. 

 51% of Londoners visited a museum or gallery in the last twelve  months, 
compared to 42% for the UK as a whole. 

 The Tate Modern is the world’s most popular modern art gallery. 
 It is estimated that 200 festivals take place in London every year. 
 Baishaki Meia-the Bengali New Year- is celebrated in Brick Lane and is the 

biggest Bengali celebration outside Bangladesh and West Bengai. 
 The London 2012  Olympic and Paralympic Games will require 70,000 

volunteers. 
 The O2 Arena sold two million tickets in 2008 and hosted 140 events, making it 

the world’s most popular music venue. 
 There are more than 900 bookshops in London-twice as many as New York. 
 There were 14,350 film “shooting days” in London in 2007, making it the third 

most filmed city in the world. 
 London has 105 cinemas and more than 500 cinema screens. 
 There are more than 17,000 theatrical performances per year, and more than 

50 theatres in London’s West End. 
 Around 85% of the UK’s fashion designers are based in London.  
 London is the biggest city in Britain and in Europe. 
 London occupies over 620 square miles. 
 London has a population of 7,172,036 (2001)  
 About 12 per cent of Britain’s overall population live in London. 
 London has the highest population density in Britain, with 4,699 people per 

square kilometer. 
 London is the seat of central government in Britain. 
 London is in the southeast of England. 
 The tallest building in London is the Canary Wharf Tower. 
 London was the first city in the world to have an underground railway, known 

as the “Tube.” 
 Some of the most important from countries all over the world visit the Queen 

at Buckingham Palace. 
 There are over 100 theatres in London.  London theatre accounts for 45% of all 

UK theatre admissions and over 70% of box-office revenues. 
 Time Zone:  Greenwich Meridian Time (GMT) 
 Language:  English 
 Currency:  British Pound (GBP) 
 Altitude:  14m/49ft. 
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 Coordinates: 51:30:OON 0:07:00W 
 Region:  England City: London 
 Country:  United Kingdom  
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Superstitions in Britain 

 

Superstitions can be defined as, "irrational beliefs, especially with regard to the unknown"  
(Collins English Dictionary) 

General  Superst i t ions 

Good Luck 

Lucky to meet a black cat. Black Cats are featured on many good luck 
greetings cards and birthday cards in England.  

Lucky to touch wood. We touch; knock on wood, to make something come 
true. 

Lucky to find a clover plant with four leaves. 

White heather is lucky. 

A horseshoe over the door brings good luck. But the horseshoe needs to 
be the right way up. The luck runs out of the horseshoe if it is upside down.

Horseshoes are generally a sign of good luck and feature on many good 
luck cards. 

On the first day of the month it is lucky to say "white rabbits, white rabbits white rabbits," 
before uttering your first word of the day.  

Catch falling leaves in Autumn and you will have good luck. Every leaf means a lucky 
month next year. 

Cut your hair when the moon is waxing and you will have good luck. 

Putting money in the pocket of new clothes brings good luck. 

Bad Luck 

Unlucky to walk underneath a ladder.  Seven years bad luck to break a mirror. The 
superstition is supposed to have originated in ancient times, when mirrors were considered 
to be tools of the gods. 
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Unlucky to see one magpie, lucky to see two, etc.. 

Unlucky to spill salt. If you do, you must throw it over your shoulder to counteract the bad 
luck. 

Unlucky to open an umbrella in doors. 

The number thirteen is unlucky. Friday the thirteenth is a very unlucky day. Friday is 
considered to be an unlucky day because Jesus was crucified on a Friday.  

Unlucky to put new shoes on the table.  

Unlucky to pass someone on the stairs. 

Food Superst i t ions 

When finished eating a boiled egg, push the spoon through the bottom of 
the empty shell to let the devil out  

In Yorkshire, housewives used to believe that bread would not rise if there 
was a corpse (dead body) in the vicinity, and to cut off both ends of the loaf 
would make the Devil fly over the house! 

Table Superst i t ions 

If you drop a table knife expect a male visitor, if you drop a fork a female visitor.  

Crossed cutlery on your plate and expect a quarrel.  

Leave a white tablecloth on a table overnight and expect a death. 

Animal Superst i t ions 

Animals feature a lot in our superstitions as they do in superstitions around 
the world. 

One ancient British superstition holds that if a child rides on a bear's back it 
will be protected from whooping-cough. (Bears used to roam Britain but 
now they are not seen on our shores) 
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In some parts of the UK meeting two or three Ravens together is 
considered really bad. One very English superstition concerns the 
tame Ravens at the Tower of London. It is believed if they leave then 

the crown of England will be lost.  

It is said to be bad luck if you see bats flying and hear their cries. In the 
middle ages it was believed that witches were closely associated with 

bats.  

If a Sparrow enters a house it is an omen of death to one of the people 
who live there. In some areas it is believed that to avoid bad luck, any 
Sparrow caught must be immediately killed otherwise the person who 
caught it will die.  

In some areas black Rabbits are thought to host the souls 
of human beings. White Rabbits are said to be really witches and some 
believe that saying 'White Rabbit' on the first day of each month brings luck. A 

common lucky charm is a Rabbit's foot, but not for the Rabbit.  

It is thought very unlucky to have the feathers of a Peacock within the 
home or handle anything made with them. This is possibly because of the 
eye shape present upon these feathers i.e. the Evil-Eye associated with 
wickedness.  

Wedding Superstitions 

Bride and groom must not meet on the day of the wedding except at the altar.  

The bride should never wear her complete wedding clothes before the day. 

For good luck the bride should wear “something borrowed, something blue, something old 
and something new”.  

The husband should carry his new wife over the threshold of their home. 
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Quiz on Superstitions 
4th-5th Level 

 

 
 

1. Which British superstitions are similar to those in your country? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________ 

 
2. Which are different? 

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________ 

 
3. Do you know anything about the origins of some of the superstitions  

In your country? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________ 

 
4. Can you give the definition of superstition? 

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________ 

 
5. Do you believe that they can influence our lives and still live on in  

the age of science? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________ 
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Religious groups in London 
 

In the 2001 census the largest religious groupings are Christian (58.2%). 

The Church of England (Anglican Church) 

King Henry Vlll set up the Church of England in 1534. It is still the country's offical 
church and has many London members.  

The city has three great Anglican churches: 

 St Paul's Cathedral 
 Southwark Cathedral 
 Westminster Abbey (where Britain's Kings and Queens are crowned)  

Other Religions  

Jews 

The Jewish population is the most heavily concentrated in London, with 56 per 
cent of the Jewish population of Great Britain living there. London's Jewish 
community grew in the 19th century, when refugees came from Nazi Germany. 
London's oldest synagogue is Bevis Marks in the City.  
Find out more about the Jewish Religion  

Hindus 

Just over half (52 per cent) of Britain's Hindu population live in London. Many of 
the Indians living in London are Hindus. In 1995 some built a magnificent place of 
worship in the north-western suburb of Neasden. It is called Swaminarayan 
Temple, and its many parts were carved from marble and limestone in India, then 
sent to London to be assembled.  
Find out more about the Hindu Religion  
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Muslims 

Around two fifths of Muslims (38 per cent) live in London. Many members of 
London's large Islamic community are Bangladeshis and Pakistanis. others such 
as Arabs and Turks, belong to smaller minority groups. the city's Islamic places of 
worship, called mosques, range from ordinary local buildings to the impressive 
Central London Mosque in Regent's Park.  
Find out more about the Muslim Religion  

Sikhs 

31 per cent of the Sikh population live in London. 

Buddhists 

Of the 149,000 Buddhists living in Britain in 2001, 36 per cent live in London.  

Source:  
Census 2001, Office for National Statistics 
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The People of London 
Woodlands Junior School is in the south-east corner of England 

Many parts of London, such as Islington or Highgate, were once villages (small 
towns). Today, London is a growing city with a population of more than seven 
million. People have come from all parts of the world to live here. They have 
brought with them different ways of living and colourful festivals. London is a 
multicultural city, as it has been since the Roman times. Now about a quarter 
of the capital's inhabitants are members of the ethnic minorities. 

Residents of London are known as "Londoners". 
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Pearly Kings  

The Pearly Kings were the leaders 
of the Victorian street sellers. 
They got their name because they 
wore 'pearl' buttons on their hats 
as a sign of authority. Later they 
began to wear clothes covered all 
over in buttons. 
The title of Pearly King is passed 
down in the family, and there are 
Pearly Queens, Princes and 
Princesses too. They now spend 
their free time collecting for 
charity. 
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It is very rare to see men wearing 
bowler hats today.  

The men in the photo are taking part 
in a birthday parade for one of the 
Queen's Guard regiments. 

 

Chelsea Pensioners  (Pictured left)  

Old soldiers who live at the Royal Hospital, 
Chelsea. They wear a scarlet uniform and 
black hat. Click here for more information 

 

Doormen  (pictured right) 

They stand outside London's exclusive hotels 
and shops wearing splendid uniforms, hailing 
taxis and opening doors for guests.  

 

Foot Guards guard the Royal palaces. They wear a red 
jacket and tall hats called bearskins. 

You can see them outside Buckingham Palace 
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Label the British Isles 

Label the British Isles on the map below. 

 
Atlantic Ocean - the body of water in 
which the British Isles are located 
Belfast - the capital of Northern 
Ireland 
Cardiff - the capital of Wales 
Celtic Sea - the sea south of Ireland 
Dublin - the capital of Ireland 
England - the largest area in the 
United Kingdom; it is attached to 
Scotland and Wales 
Edinburgh - the capital of Scotland 
English Channel - the body of water 
off southern England which separates 
it from France 
Hebrides - islands off the northwest 
coast of Scotland 
Ireland - (the Republic of Ireland) - a 
country west of England across the 
Irish Sea (not part of the United 
Kingdom) 
Irish Sea - the body of water that 

separates England and Ireland 
Isle of Man - an island in the Irish Sea 
Isle of Wight - an island off the southern coast of England 
London - the capital of England (and the capital of the United Kingdom) 
North Sea - the body of water northeast of the British Isles separating it from northwestern 
Europe 
Northern Ireland - a part of the United Kingdom bordering the Republic of Ireland on the 
northeast 
Orkney Islands - islands off the northeast coast of Scotland 
Scotland - a part of the United Kingdom bordering England on the north 
Shetland Islands - islands far off the northeast coast of Scotland  
Wales - a part of the United Kingdom bordering England on the southwest  
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              Great Britain Map 

         

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Location: The United Kingdom (UK) of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is a country in 

Western Europe. It consists of England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland.  

Capitals: London is the capital of the UK and of England. Edinburgh is the capital of 
Scotland. Belfast is the capital of Northern Ireland. Cardiff is the capital of Wales.  

Size: The UK covers an area of 244,820 sq km.  

Population: The population of the UK is about 59,511,464 (as of July 2000).  

Flag: Britain's flag, sometimes called the Union Jack, is red, white and blue.  

Climate: The UK generally has a mild, wet, cloudy climate.  

Major Rivers: The major rivers in the UK are: the Thames (which flows through 
London, England), the Avon.  

Highest Point: The highest point in the UK is Ben Nevis, Scotland, which is 1,343 
m above sea level.  

Lowest Point: The lowest point in the UK is the Fenlands, which is 4 m below sea 
level.  
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Label the British Isles 

Label the British Isles on the map below. 

Geography 
Printouts 

 
Atlantic Ocean - the body of water in 
which the British Isles are located 
Belfast - the capital of Northern 
Ireland 
Cardiff - the capital of Wales 
Celtic Sea - the sea south of Ireland 
Dublin - the capital of Ireland 
England - the largest area in the 
United Kingdom; it is attached to 
Scotland and Wales 
Edinburgh - the capital of Scotland 
English Channel - the body of water 
off southern England which separates 
it from France 
Hebrides - islands off the northwest 
coast of Scotland 
Ireland - (the Republic of Ireland) - a 
country west of England across the 
Irish Sea (not part of the United 
Kingdom) 
Irish Sea - the body of water that 

separates England and Ireland 
Isle of Man - an island in the Irish Sea 
Isle of Wight - an island off the southern coast of England 
London - the capital of England (and the capital of the United Kingdom) 
North Sea - the body of water northeast of the British Isles separating it from northwestern 
Europe 
Northern Ireland - a part of the United Kingdom bordering the Republic of Ireland on the 
northeast 
Orkney Islands - islands off the northeast coast of Scotland 
Scotland - a part of the United Kingdom bordering England on the north 
Shetland Islands - islands far off the northeast coast of Scotland  
Wales - a part of the United Kingdom bordering England on the southwest  
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United 
Kingdom -  
Follow the 
Instructions 
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The Flag of the United Kingdom 

 
The flag of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is sometimes called the 
Union Jack. This red, white, and blue flag was first used in 1801.  

The flag of the UK is a combination of the flags of England (the cross of St. George), Scotland 
(the cross of St. Andrew), and Ireland (the cross of St. Patrick).  
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Flag of the UK 
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Explorers from Britain 

 
 

BURTON, RICHARD F. 
Sir Richard Francis Burton (1821-1890) was an English 
explorer, linguist, author, and soldier. He was the first 
European to see many Muslim cities and Lake Tanganyika; 
he wrote voluminously about his trips.  

 

CABOT, JOHN 
John Cabot (1450-1499) was an Italian-born 
English explorer and navigator. In Italy, he is 
known as Giovanni Caboto (which is his original 
name).  

 

CABOT, SEBASTIAN 
Sebastian Cabot (1474?-1557?) was an explorer, mapmaker and navigator of Italian descent. 
He worked as a cartographer (mapmaker) for England's King Henry VIII, was a captain for 
Spain's King Ferdinand V, explored for England's King Henry VII, and may have secretly 
explored for Venice. Sebastian Cabot's father was the explorer John Cabot.  

Cabot searched for the Northwest passage across North America (1508). He began an 
unsuccessful trip around the world (1526-1529) in a voyage that supposed to sail to China and 
the Moluccas (the Spice Islands, in Indonesia), but he only made it as far as the enormous 
mouth of the Rio de la Plata (a river between Argentina and Uruguay in South America). Later, 
he began to work for the English again, searching for a water passage across the north of Asia 
around 1553.  
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COOK, JAMES 
James Cook (October 27, 1728- February 14, 
1779) was a British explorer and astronomer who 
went on many expeditions to the Pacific Ocean, 
Antarctic, Arctic, and around the world.  

Cook's first journey was from 1768 to 1771, when 
he sailed to Tahiti in order to observe Venus as it 
passed between the Earth and the Sun (in order 
to try to determine the distance between the Earth 

and the Sun). During this expedition, he also mapped New Zealand and eastern Australia.  

Cook's second expedition (1772-1775) took him to Antarctica and to Easter Island.  

Cook's last expedition (1776-1779) was a search for a Northwest Passage across North 
America to Asia. Cook was killed by a mob on Feb. 14, 1779, on the Sandwich Islands 
(Hawaii). At the time, he was trying to take the local chief hostage to get the natives to return a 
sailboat they had stolen.  

Cook was the first ship's captain to stop the disease scurvy (now known to be caused by a lack 
of vitamin C) among sailors by providing them with fresh fruits. Before this, scurvy had killed or 
incapacitated many sailors on long trips.  

CUNNINGHAM, ALLAN 
Allan Cunningham (1791 - 1839) was an English explorer and botanical 
collector. Cunningham's explorations included Brazil (from 1814 to 1816), 
eastern Australia (1816 - 1839), and New Zealand (1826) .  

DAMPIER, WILLIAM 
William Dampier (1651 or 1652-1715) was a British buccaneer (pirate), 
explorer and map-maker. As a teenager, he sailed to the Caribbean and the 
Gulf of Mexico. Dampier sailed to Australia, New Guinea, southeast Asia, and 
the South Seas, charting the coastlines, rivers, and currents for the British 
Admiralty (1699-1700). He also kept a detailed journal, noting native cultures, 
the first noted typhoon, and other discoveries made during his voyages. He 

discovered and named New Britain (near New Guinuea). His book, A New Voyage Round the 
World, was published in 1697, and quickly became very popular. Dampier died a pauper in 
March, 1715 
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DRAKE, FRANCIS 
Sir Francis Drake (1545-1596) was 
a British explorer, slave-trader, 
privateer (a pirate working for a 
government) in the service of 
England, mayor of Plymouth, 
England, and naval officer (he was 
an Admiral). Drake led the second 
expedition to sail around the world 

in a voyage lasting from 1577 to 1580 (Magellan led the first voyage around the world).  

EYRE, EDWARD JOHN 
Edward John Eyre (1815-1901) was an English-born Australian 
explorer. With his aboriginal friend called Wylie, Eyre was the first 
European to walk across southern Australia from east to west (along 
the coast). This arduous trip took 4 1/2 months. They traveled from 
Adelaide to Albany, across the Nullarbor Plain. The expedition had 
begun with many men and pack horses, but harsh conditions and lack 
of food and water forced most of the men and the horses to turn back. 

Eyre and Wiley survived by using sponges to collect the morning dew, and eating kangaroos. 
Previously, Eyre had been on many shorter expeditions searching for good sheep-grazing land 
in southern Australia. An expedition to the center of Australia (from Adelaide) failed at Mt. 
Hopeless 

FIENNES, RANULPH 
Sir Ranulph Twistleton-Wykeham-Fiennes (March 7, 1944- ) is an English explorer and author 
who has led over 30 expeditions to the North and South Poles, the desert, the Nile, and many 
other remote places. In 1982, Fiennes led the first polar circumnavigation of the Earth. In 1992, 
Fiennes and others found the legendary Lost City of Ubar in the desert of Oman. In 1993, 
Fiennes and Dr. Mike Stroud made the first unsupported walk across the continent of 
Antarctica, each man dragging a 500-pound sledge.  

Fiennes holds many world exploration records. The Guiness Book of Records described 
Fiennes as "the world's greatest living explorer."  
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FLINDERS, MATTHEW 
Matthew Flinders (March 16, 1774 - July 19, 1814) was 
an English explorer, naval officer and navigator who 
circumnavigated (sailed entirely around) Australia and 
mapped much of its coastline. He and George Bass 
were the first Europeans to realize that Tasmania was 
an island; they sailed around it.  

 

FRANKLIN, JOHN 
Sir John Franklin (1786-1847) was an English explorer and Admiral who proved the existence 
of a Northwest Passage (a water route from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean through 
Canada). In 1819 to 1822, Franklin surveyed part of the northwestern Canadian coast east of 
the Coppermine River. On a second expedition, from 1825 to 1827, Franklin explored the 
North American coast from the mouth of the Mackenzie River, in northwestern Canada, 
westward to Point Beechey (Alaska, USA).  

In 1845, Franklin sailed from England with an expedition of 128 men to Canada in search of 
Northwest Passage. The ship became trapped in ice, and the desperate, freezing and starving 
survivors resorted to cannibalism. A small contingent of the expedition (without Franklin) may 
have reached Simpson Strait, the final part of the Northwest Passage. Scottish explorer John 
Rae determined that Franklin and his expedition had died of starvation and exposure in the 
Arctic; Eskimos at Pelly Bay told Rae of Franklin's fate. Lead poisoning from poorly-canned 
food may have also hastened their death.  

FROBISHER, MARTIN 
Sir Martin Frobisher (1535?-1594) was an English 
privateer (a pirate licensed by the British government), 
navigator, explorer, and naval officer. After years of 
sailing to northwestern Africa, and then looting French 
ships in the English Channel, Frobisher sailed to 
northeastern North America to search for a Northwest 
Passage (a sea route across northern Canada from the 
Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean, making the trip to 
Asia easier).  

. 
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HAWKINS, JOHN 
Sir John Hawkins [also spelled Hawkyns] (1532- 1595) was an English naval officer, slave 
trader, privateer, and cousin of Sir Francis Drake.  

Hawkins sailed to Hispaniola (now Haiti) in 1562-1563 for a London syndicate of businessmen 
in order to trade Guinean (West African) slaves in the Spanish West Indies. Hawkins was the 
first English slave trader. He was hated by the Spanish, who did not want foreigners entering 
their highly profitable slave-trading business. Queen Elizabeth backed a second and third 
slave-trading expedition (1564-1565).  

During a third West Indies slave-trading trip with Drake, a need for repairs sent their six ships 
to a harbor in San Juan de Ulua, near Veracruz, Mexico. The Spanish fleet then attacked the 
English ships; only two ships survived (those commanded by Hawkins and Drake).  

This attack led to a series of battles that later culminated in a war between the Spain and 
England. In this war, England crushed the Spanish Armada in 1588 and became the dominant 
world power. Hawkins was third in command during this struggle. He invented the strategy of 
blockading the Spanish Armada at the Azores (islands in the Atlantic Ocean far off the coast of 
Spain) and stealing the treasures that the Spanish had stolen from the New World.  

Hawkins died on Nov. 12, 1595, before an attack of Puerto Rico; he and Drake had sailed with 
27 ships to raid the Spanish West Indies. 

HOVELL, WILLAM 
William Hilton Hovell (1786 - 1875) was an English sea captain and overland explorer of 
Australia. Hovell, together with Hamilton Hume (an Australian explorer) and six convicts, 
travelled overland through southeast Australia (the Berrima-Bong Bong District) to look for any 
large rivers. They set out in 1824 from Appin (where Hume lived), near Sydney, and travelled 
overland from Gunning to Corio Bay, discovering the Murray River, the Murrumbidgee River 
and Mount Bland; they named Mount Disappointment. They traveled 670 miles, and 150 miles 
less on the return trip. They returned in 1825. 
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HUDSON, HENRY 
Henry Hudson (1565-1611) was an English 
explorer and navigator who explored parts of 
the Arctic Ocean and northeastern North 
America. The Hudson River, Hudson Strait, 
and Hudson Bay are named for Hudson.  

. 

KELSEY, HENRY 
Henry Kelsey (1667-1724) was a British explorer of inland Canada. Also known as Boy Kelsey, 
he became the first inland explorer of the Hudson's Bay Company when he was seventeen 
years old (in 1684). On an expedition lasting from 1688 to 1690, Kelsey traveled to the 
Churchill River region. During his second expedition (1690 - 1692), Kelsey was the first 
European to see the Canadian prairies. Kelsey extended the trade routes of the Hudson's Bay 
Company's trade to the Saskatchewan River by negotiating with various Indian tribes, including 
the Bree, the Gros Ventres. Kelsey spoke Cree (and perhaps Assiniboin); he respected and 
enjoyed Indian culture. After his Canadian expeditions, Kelsey returned to his native England 
and remained with the Hudson's Bay Company. The company kept his journeys secret for 
many years since they were crucial to its trade. Kelsey's journal was re-discovered in 1926. 

KINGSLEY, MARY 
Mary Henrietta Kingsley (1862-1900) was a British explorer who made two 
pioneering trips to West and Central Africa. She was the first European to enter 
remote parts of Gabon.  

. 

LANDER, RICHARD LEMON 
Richard Lemon Lander (1804-1834) was an English explorer who 
made three trips to West Africa; he and his brother John were the first 
Europeans to canoe down the lower Niger River to its delta (where it 
meets the sea).  
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LIVINGSTONE, DAVID 
David Livingstone (1813-1873) was a British missionary and explorer who explored the interior 
of Africa. He arrived as a missionary in Africa in 1841, but began to explore the land in 1853. 
For over two decades he traveled over land, walking across the continent, and exploring the 
Zambezi River. He searched for the source of the Nile River. Livingstone was the first 
European to see the enormous Victoria Falls. Livingstone was thought to be dead (because of 
rumors started by deserters of his expedition), but the American reporter Henry M. Stanley was 
sent to Africa to find Livingstone. Stanley found him (1872) and brought him needed food and 
medicine, then left to recount the tale to readers. Livingstone died a year later in Africa; his 
heart was buried there, but his body was buried in Westminster Abbey, London, England, after 
an 8-month journey. . 

MACKENZIE, ALEXANDER 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie (1755?-1820) was a Scottish-born fur trader and explorer who 
charted the Mackenzie River in Canada and also traveled to the Pacific Ocean. Mackenzie 
emigrated to Canada in 1779. From 1788 to 1796 , he commanded the trading post Fort 
Chipewyan, on Lake Athabasca in Alberta. In 1789, Mackenzie went on an expedition to chart 
the 1,100-mile Mackenzie River, travelling from the Great Slave Lake to the mouth of the 
Mackenzie in the Arctic Ocean, using Peter Pond's incorrect prediction that a river led from that 
lake to the Pacific Ocean. In 1793, on his second expedition, Mackenzie went from Ft. 
Chipewyan across the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific coast in is now British Columbia, going 
via the Peace, Parsnip, McGregor and Fraser Rivers and overland. He was the first European 
to cross the North American continent north of Mexico (and he did this twice). Mackenzie later 
retired to his native Scotland. Mackenzie wrote "Voyage from Montreal on the River St. 
Lawrence, Through the Continent of North America, to the Frozen and Pacific Oceans, in the 
Years 1789 and 1793," which was published in 1801. 

NEWPORT, CHRISTOPHER 
Captain Christopher Newport (1560? - 1617) was an English privateer and navigator who 
transported colonists to the first permanent English colony in America, Jamestown, and sailed 
back and forth from England to the New World five times between 1606 and 1611, transporting 
both supplies and colonists. Captain Newport had been hired by the Virginia Company to 
transport the colonists. On December 19, 1606, Captain Newport sailed from London, 
England, commanding three small ships, the Susan Constant, Godspeed and Discovery, 
carrying the Jamestown, Virginia settlers, including Capt. John Smith. Jamestown was 
founded on May 14, 1607, by this small group of English settlers. Newport left the 104 settlers 
in June 22, 1607, sailing back to England for supplies. That winter, most of the Jamestown 
settlers died from starvation, attacks, and disease. In 1608, back in Virginia, Newport halted 
the execution of Captain John Smith (the Jamestown leader who had been accused of causing 
the deaths of the men on his expedition to obtain food from the Indians);  
 

130



Smith's life had been previously saved by Pocahontas when he was brought before the Indian 
Chief Powhatan. On his fourth trip to America (in 1609), Newport was ship-wrecked in the 
Bermuda Islands and did not reach Virginia until mid-1610. After his American adventures, he 
sailed to Persia in 1613-1614 for the East India Company. Captain Newport died in Bantam, 
Java in 1617 on a voyage to the East Indies. 

OXLEY, JOHN J. 
John Joseph William Molesworth Oxley (1785? - 1828) was an explorer and surveyor who 
explored areas of eastern Australia and Tasmania; he also collected geological information. 
Oxley was the surveyor-general of New South Wales, Australia.  

Oxley was born in England, and sailed to Australia in 1802 while in the British Navy. For years, 
he surveyed the coast of Australia, then in 1806 he commanded a ship to Van Diemen's Land 
(later called Tasmania).  

After returning to England and being promoted to lieutenant, Oxley sailed to Australia (1808). 
He was granted 600 acres (240 hectares) of land in Sydney and was appointed surveyor-
general of New South Wales. He continued his surveys of Australia, including: the Lachlan 
River region (with George Evans, 1817), the Macquarie River (1818), Jervis Bay and Port 
Macquarie (1819), Moreton Bay and 50 miles (80 km) up the Brisbane River (1823).  

PARK, MUNGO 
Mungo Park (1771-1806) was a Scottish explorer and surgeon who charted the course of the 
Niger River, in western Africa. Park began at the mouth of the Gambia River on June 21, 1795, 
and traveled northeast on horseback and by foot over rough country. He reached the Niger 
River at Ségou (which is now in Mali). Park travelled hundreds of miles, suffering fever and 
imprisonment along the way. He wrote of his trip in "Travels in the Interior Districts of Africa" 
(1797). At the request of the Scottish government, Park went on a second expedition in 1805 
to find the source of the Niger River. During this unsuccessful mission, Park and his expedition 
members were attacked at the rapids of Bussa, where Park drowned. 

PHILLIP, ARTHUR 
Captain Arthur Phillip (1738-1814) was a British 
Naval Officer who founded the first permanent 
European settlement in Australia. Phillip 
commanded the "Sirius," the flagship of the First 
Fleet (the eleven ships that carried the first 
European settlers from Portsmouth, England, to 
New South Wales, Australia). The First Fleet was 
commissioned by Thomas Townsend, Viscount 

Sydney, and sailed for Botany Bay on May 13, 1787.  
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The First Fleet carried 564 male and 192 female convicts, 450 crew members, 28 wives, and 
30 children (half from the crew, half from the convicts). They sailed via Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) 
to the Cape of Good Hope (South Africa), and by Tasmania. The Fleet anchored at Sydney 
Cove, Port Jackson, New South Wales, Australia on January 26, 1788, and declared Australia 
a colony of Britain. Phillip was the Governor of New South Wales until 1792, when ill health 
forced him to returned to England. Australia Day commemorates the arrival of Captain Phillip 
and the First Fleet at Sydney Cove. 

RAE, JOHN 
John Rae (1813-1893) was a Scottish explorer, surveyor, and surgeon who 
explored the Canadian Arctic. Rae made three voyages, in 1848-1849, 1851, 
and 1853-1854, to find the Arctic explorer Sir John Franklin, who had 
disappeared together with his Arctic expedition. Rae surveyed and mapped 
over 1,400 miles (2255 km) of uncharted Canadian coastline. He also showed 

that King William Land was an island. On his third journey, Rae determined that Franklin and 
his expedition had died of starvation and exposure in the Arctic; Eskimos at Pelly Bay told Rae 
of Franklin's fate. During his Arctic expeditions, the hearty Rae walked over 23,000 miles 
(37000 km). 

RALEIGH, WALTER 
Sir Walter Raleigh (1554-1618) was a British explorer, poet, historian, and 
soldier. Raleigh led expeditions to both North America and South America; he 
was trying to found new settlements, find gold, and increase trade with the New 
World. In 1585, Raleigh sent colonists to the east coast of North America; 

Raleigh later named that area Virginia, in honour of Elizabeth, the Virgin Queen. He is often 
credited with bringing tobacco and potatoes from the New World to Britain, but they were 
already known there. Raleigh was later executed by King James I for treason. 
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ROSS, JAMES CLARK 
Sir James Clark Ross (1800 - 1862) 
was a British explorer and naval 
officer who went on missions to both 
the Arctic and the continent of 
Antarctica, doing magnetic surveys. 

The Arctic: Ross went on Arctic expeditions with 
Sir William E. Parry from 1819 to 1827. Ross and 
his uncle, Sir John Ross, located the north magnetic 
pole on Boothia Peninsula (in northern Canada, 
north of King William Island) on May 31, - June 1, 
1831.  

Antarctica: James Ross led an Antarctic expedition 
(1839-43), commanding the "Erebus" while his 

friend Francis Crozier commanded the "Terror." Ross charted much of the coastline and in 
1841 discovered the Ross Sea, and the Victoria Barrier, which was later renamed the Ross Ice 
Shelf.  

SCOTT, ROBERT F. 
Robert Falcon Scott (June 6, 1868 - March 29, 1912) was 
a British naval officer and Antarctic explorer. Scott led two 
expeditions to the South Pole, and died on the disastrous 
second trip, along with his crew. His expedition was the 
second to reach the South Pole (1910-1912); Roald 
Amundsen led the first.  

 

 
SHACKLETON, ERNEST HENRY 
Sir Ernest Henry Shackleton (1872-1922) was a British explorer (born 
in Ireland) and member of the Royal Naval Reserve. Shackleton was 

involved in many expeditions attempting to reach the South Pole.  

For more information on Shackleton, click here. 
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SMITH, JOHN 
John Smith (January 9, 1580 - June, 
1631) was an English adventurer and 
soldier, and one of the founders and 
leaders of the Jamestown, Virginia, 
settlement. Smith also led expeditions 
exploring Chesapeake Bay and the New 
England coast.  

Smith was one of 105 settlers who sailed 
from England on December 19, 1606, 
and landed in Virginia on April 26, 1607. 

When they reached North America, the group opened sealed instructions and found that Smith 
was chosen as one of the seven leaders of the new colony.  

THOMPSON, DAVID 
David Thompson (1770-1857) was a Welsh explorer (born in London, England); Thompson's 
family name was originally as Tomos. Thompson was also a mapmaker, surveyor, fur trader, 
and journal writer. . Thompson explored western North America, including what is now western 
Canada and the western USA. Thompson was the first European to explore the entire length of 
Columbia River. Thompson's detailed maps of western North America were the first ones 
made, and were the basis of maps for years to come. Thompson began working as a clerk for 
the Hudson's Bay Company in 1784. In 1796, Thompson explored Lake Athabasca. In 1797, 
Thompson joined and become a partner in the North West Company (a rival trapping 
company). In 1797-1798, Thompson went on an expedition down the Missouri River; he 
discovered Turtle Lake, one of the headwaters of the Mississippi River, in 1798. In 1807, 
Thompson crossed the Rocky Mountains and built the first trading post on the Columbia River. 
From 1818 to 1826, Thomson surveyed the border between Canada and the USA. 

VANCOUVER, GEORGE 
Captain George Vancouver (1758-1798) was an English explorer and 
navigator who sailed to the northwest coast of North America. His two ships, 
"Discovery" and "Chatham," reached the Strait of Juan de Fuca (near what is 
now the US-Canadian border) in May, 1792. He then sailed to Puget Sound 
(near what is now Seattle); Vancouver named Puget Sound (he named it for 

Lieutenant Peter Puget who was sailing under Captain Vancouver on the ship "Discovery"). 
Vancouver also named Mt. Rainier, Whidbey Island, and the Hood Canal. The expedition then 
sailed north, discovering what is now called Vancouver Island, and then sailing around it. 
Vancouver Island and the city of Vancouver are named for him. Vancouver had previously 
served under Captain James Cook on his second and third voyages sailing around the world. 
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WEDDELL, JAMES
James Weddell (1787 -
1834) was an English 

explorer, naturalist, geographer, and 
sealer who sailed on three expeditions 

to the Antarctic (in the years 1820-21, 1821-22 and 
1822-23). Captain Weddell sailed on the brig 
"Jane." On these sealing/scientific expeditions, 
Weddell discovered the Weddell Sea (near the 
South Pole) and the Weddell Seal, Leptonychotes 
weddelli in 1823. Captain Weddell also set an 80-
year record for the farthest southern latitude 
reached (74°15'S, set February 20, 1823). Weddell 
wrote of his adventures in the book, "A Voyage 
Towards the South Pole in the Years 1822-24" 
(published in 1825). Weddell died in poverty at the 

age of 47. 

YOUNGHUSBAND, FRANCIS 
Sir Francis Younghusband (1863-1942) was an English explorer and Army officer who went on 
many expeditions to the Himalayan Mountains and Tibet.  

Younghusband was born in India to British parents, and was educated in England. His first 
expedition to the Himalayas was in 1884, when he went to Afghanistan and Kashmir for the 
British Army. In 1886, he went to Manchuria, China, and returned to India overland with 
Colonel Mark Bell. They traveled over 1,250 miles (they split up for part of the journey), 
crossing the Gobi Desert, the Taklamakan Desert, the Karakorum Mountains, and the 
Himalayas, returning to India at Rawalpindi.  

In 1889, Younghusband returned to the Karakorum Mountains for the Army and later became 
an official of the Indian Foreign Department in order to stop the Russians (who were exploring 
the border regions near Afghanistan and Tadzhikistan). In 1890, he traveled with Sir George 
McCartney on a diplomatic trip to central Asia. Leading an anti-Russian 1903 trip to Tibet, 
Younghusband was accompanied by 3,000 troops commanded by Sir James MacDonald. 
Along the way, they explored the Brahmaputra River and the Sutlej River.  

Younghusband wrote of his adventures in the books: Heart of a Continent (1896), India and 
Tibet (1910), and The Epic of Mount Everest (1926). 
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Inventors and Inventions from 1801-1850 - 
the First Half of the Nineteenth Century 

BELL, HENRY 
Henry Bell (1767-1830) was a Scottish engineer and inventor who built a steam-powered boat 
in 1812. His 12-foot (3.5-meter) steamboat, called the Comet, was the first commercially 
successful steamship in Europe. This boat regularly sailed between Greenock and Glasgow 
(Scotland) along the River Clyde. The Comet was the beginning of a revolution in navigation.  

BRAILLE 
Louis Braille (1809-1852) improved a coded system of raised dots used by the blind to read. 
He was blinded as a child, and invented his extraordinary system in his early teens. In 1829, 
Braille published "The Method of Writing Words, Music, and Plain Song by Means of Dots, for 
Use by the Blind and Arranged by Them." His method, called Braille, is still in use around the 
world today. Louis Braille is buried in the Pantheon in Paris, as a French national hero. For a 
worksheet on Braille, click here. 

CAN AND CAN OPENER 
A metal can (or canister) for preserving food was invented in 1810 by a Peter Durand, of 
London, England. Metal cans (also called tins) could preserve food for a long period of 
time. To open a can, a person had to use a hammer and chisel; the can opener wasn't 

invented for another 50 years.  

The can opener was invented in 1858 by Ezra Warner of Waterbury, Connecticut, USA. 
Warner's device used a lever and chisel. Until then, cans were opened using a hammer and 
chisel; the can opener was invented 50 years after the metal can was invented.  

The can opener was improved in 1870 by William Lyman of West Meridian, Connecticut, USA. 
Lyman's device used a rotating wheel and a sharp edge. His can opener only fit one size of 
can, and first had to pierce the center of the can.  

The modern-day type of can opener (using a serrated wheel) was invented in 1925. 

DAVENPORT 
Thomas Davenport (July 9, 1802 -July 6, 1851) was an American blacksmith and inventor who 
established the first commercially successful electric streetcar. Davenport, from Vermont, 
invented an electric motor in 1834 and began a small electric railway in 1835. He patented a 
device for "Improvements in propelling machinery by magnetism and electromagnetism" in 
1837 (his electric railway). Davenport later started a workshop in New York City, New York, 
and published a journal on electromagnetism (it was printed on a press that was powered by 
motors which he devised). 
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DAVY, HUMPHRY 
Sir Humphry Davy (1778-1829) was an English scientist who invented the first electric 
light in 1800. He experimented with electricity and invented an electric battery. When he 

connected wires from his battery to two pieces of carbon, electricity arced between the carbon 
pieces, producing an intense, hot, and short-lived light. This is called an electric arc. Davy also 
invented a miner's safety helmet and a process to desalinate sea water. Davy discovered the 
elements boron, sodium, aluminum (whose name he later changed to aluminium), and 
potassium. 

DISHWASHER 
The first dishwasher was patented in 1850 by Joel Houghton; his machine was a hand-turned 
wheel that splashed water on dishes - unfortunately, it wasn't very effective at washing dishes. 
The first working automatic dishwasher was invented by Mrs. Josephine Garis (W. A.) 
Cochran, of Shelbyville, Illinois, in 1889. Her dishwasher was a wooden tub with a wire basket 
in it - the dishes went in the basket, and rollers rotated the dishes. As a handle on the tub was 
turned, hot, soapy water was sprayed into the tub, cleaning the dishes. Cochran's machine 
was first shown at the 1893 World's Fair in Chicago, Illinois. At first, her machine was only 
bought by some restaurants and hotels. Cochran's small company was eventually associated 
with the KitchenAid company. The dishwasher didn't become widespread as a labor-saving 
machine until the 1960s. 

DUTCH CHOCOLATE 
Coenraad Johannes Van Houten (1801-1887) was a Dutch chemist and chocolate 
manufacturer who in 1828 invented the process that is used to turn roasted cacao beans (the 
source of chocolate) into cocoa powder (this process is now called Dutching, Dutch processing 
or alkalinisation). His method was an inexpensive way of removing much of the cocoa butter 
from the nib (center) of the beans, using a hydraulic press, and adding alkaline salts 
(potassium carbonate or sodium carbonate) so that the cocoa powder would mix readily with 
water or milk (the alkali neutralized the acidic chocolate). The resulting cocoa powder can be 
used to make chocolate milk and other delicacies.  

FROEBEL, WILHELM A. 
Friedrich Wilhelm August Froebel (also written Fröbel) (1782-1852) was a German educator 
and educational reformer who invented the kindergarten (which means "garden of children"). 
He opened the first kindergarten in Bad Blankenburg (near Keilhau) in 1837. Froebel founded 
a kindergarten training school at Liebenstein, Germany in 1849. After some conflicts and 
mistaken charges of treason, the German government banned the establishment of 
kindergartens in 1851. In 1860, the government repealed the ban, and kindergartens re-
opened (unfortunately, this was after Froebel's death). Froebel's kindergartens included 
pleasant surroundings, self-motivated activity, play, music, and the physical training of the 
child. 
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HOWE, ELIAS 
Elias Howe (1819-1867) was American inventor who patented an 
improved sewing machine in 1846. His revolutionary machine 
used two separate threads, one threaded through the needle, and 
one in a shuttle; it was powered by a hand crank. A sideways-

moving needle with its eye at one end would pierce the fabric, creating a loop of thread on the 
other side; a shuttle would then push thread through the loop, creating a tight lock stitch. 
Earlier sewing machines used only one thread and a chain stitch that could unravel. Howe's 
business did not thrive. Others, like Isaac Singer made slight modifications in the machine and 
built successful businesses. Howe sued those who had infringed on his patent and won 
royalties on all machines sold (he was paid $5.00 for each sewing machine sold). Howe died 
the year his patent expired. 

KELVIN 
Lord Kelvin (William Thomson, 1824 - 1907) designed the Kelvin scale, in which 0 
K is defined as absolute zero and the size of one degree is the same as the size 
of one degree Celsius. Water freezes at 273.16 K; water boils at 373.16 K.  

For more information on Kelvin, click here. 

 

KINDERGARTEN 
Kindergarten (which means "garden of children") was developed by Friedrich Wilhelm August 
Froebel (also written Fröbel) (1782-1852). Froebel was a German educator and educational 
reformer who opened the first kindergarten in Bad Blankenburg (near Keilhau) in 1837. Froebel 
founded a kindergarten training school at Liebenstein, Germany in 1849. After some conflicts 
and mistaken charges of treason, the German government banned the establishment of 
kindergartens in 1851. In 1860, the government repealed the ban, and kindergartens re-
opened (unfortunately, this was after Froebel's death). Froebel's kindergartens included 
pleasant surroundings, self-motivated activity, play, music, and the physical training of the 
child. 

LAWN MOWER 
The first lawn mower was invented in 1830 by Edwin Beard Budding. Budding (1795-1846) 
was an engineer from Stroud, Gloucestershire, England. His reel mower was a set of blades 
set in a cylinder on two wheels. When you push the lawn mower, the cylinder rotates, and the 
blades cut the grass. Budding patented his lawn mower on August 31, 1830. Before his 
invention, a scythe was used (or sheep or other grazing animals were allowed to graze on the 
grass). The first reel lawn mower patent in the US (January 12, 1868) was granted to Amariah 
M. Hills, who formed the Archimedean Lawn Mower Co. 
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LIGHT BULB 
The first incandescent electric light was made in 1800 by Humphry Davy, an English 
scientist. He experimented with electricity and invented an electric battery. When he 

connected wires to his battery and a piece of carbon, the carbon glowed, producing light. This 
is called an electric arc.  

Much later, in 1860, the English physicist Sir Joseph Wilson Swan (1828-1914) was 
determined to devise a practical, long-lasting electric light. He found that a carbon paper 
filament worked well, but burned up quickly. In 1878, he demonstrated his new electric lamps 
in Newcastle, England.  

The inventor Thomas Alva Edison (in the USA) experimented with thousands of different 
filaments to find just the right materials to glow well and be long-lasting. In 1879, Edison 
discovered that a carbon filament in an oxygen-free bulb glowed but did not burn up for 40 
hours. Edison eventually produced a bulb that could glow for over 1500 hours. The 
incandescent bulb revolutionized the world.  

McCORMICK, CYRUS HALL 
Cyrus Hall McCormick (February 15, 1809 - May 13, 1884) was an 
American inventor (of Irish descent) who developed the mechanical 
reaper. His new machine combined many of the steps involved in 
harvesting crops, greatly increased crop yields, decreased the 

number of field hands needed for the harvest, lowered costs, and revolutionized farming.  

MECHANICAL REAPER 
Cyrus Hall McCormick (February 15, 1809 - May 13, 1884) was an 
American inventor (of Irish descent) who developed the mechanical 
reaper. His new machine combined many of the steps involved in 
harvesting crops, greatly increased crop yields, decreased the 

number of field hands needed for the harvest, lowered costs, and revolutionized farming.  

 
MORSE CODE 
Samuel Finley Breese Morse (1791-1872) was an American inventor and 
painter. After a successful career painting in oils (first painting historical scenes 
and then portraits), Morse built the first American telegraph around 1835 (the 
telegraph was also being developed independently in Europe).  

A telegraph sends electrical signals over a long distance, through wires. In 1830, Joseph 
Henry (1797-1878) made the first long-distance telegraphic device - he sent an electric current 
for over a mile on wire that activated an electromagnet, causing a bell to ring.  
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Morse patented a working telegraph machine in 1837, with help from his business partners 
Leonard Gale and Alfred Vail. Morse used a dots-and-spaces code for the letters of the 
alphabet and the numbers (Morse Code was later improved to use dots, dashes and spaces: 
for example E is dot, T is dash, A is dot-dash, N is dash-dot, O is dash-dash-dash, I is dot-dot, 
S is dot-dot-dot, etc.). By 1838, Morse could send 10 words per minute. Congress provided 
funds for building a telegraph line between Washington D.C. and Baltimore, Maryland, in 1843. 
Morse sent the first telegraphic message (from Washington D.C. to Baltimore) on May 24, 
1844; the message was: "What hath God wrought?" The telegraph revolutionized long-
distance communications. 

PASTEUR, LOUIS 
Louis Pasteur (1822-1895) was a French chemist and inventor. Pasteur studied the process of 
fermentation, and postulated that fermentation was produced by microscopic organisms (other 
than yeast), which Pasteur called germs. He hypothesized that these germs might be 
responsible for some diseases. Pasteur disproved the notion of "spontaneous generation " 
which stated that organisms could spring from nothing; Pasteur showed that organisms came 
form other, pre-existing organisms. Applying his theories to foods and drinks, Pasteur invented 
a heating process (now called pasteurization) which sterilizes food, killing micro-organisms that 
contaminate it. 

RUBBER BAND 
The first rubber band was made in 1845 by Stephen Perry of the rubber manufacturing 
company Messers Perry and Co., in London, England. This rubber band was made of 

vulcanized rubber. Perry invented the rubber band to hold papers or envelopes together. 

SAFETY PIN 
The safety pin was invented by Walter Hunt in 1849. Hunt 1795-1859) 
patented the safety pin on April 10, 1849 (patent No. 6,281). Hunt's pin was 
made by twisting a length of wire. Hunt invented the safety pin in order to pay 

a debt of $15; he eventually sold the rights to his patent for $400.  

 
SAX, ADOLPHE 
Antoine-Joseph (Adolphe) Sax (1814 - Feb. 4, 1894) was Belgian musical instrument 
manufacturer and musician (he played the clarinet) who invented the saxophone. Sax first 
exhibited his newly-invented woodwind instrument at the 1841 Brussels Exhibition, and 
patented it in 1846. Sax also invented the saxhorn (a family of bugles with 3 or 4 valves), 
which he first exhibited in 1844. For a printout on the saxophone, click here. 

SAXOPHONE 
Antoine-Joseph (Adolphe) Sax (1814 - Feb. 4, 1894) was Belgian musical instrument 
manufacturer and musician (he played the clarinet) who invented the saxophone. Sax first 
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exhibited his newly-invented woodwind instrument at the 1841 Brussels Exhibition, and 
patented it in 1846. Sax also invented the saxhorn (a family of bugles with 3 or 4 valves), 
which he first exhibited in 1844. For a printout on the saxophone, click here. 

SEWING MACHINE 
The first functional sewing machine was invented by the French 
tailor Barthélemy Thimonnier in 1830. Other tailors feared for their 
livelihood, and burnt his workshop down. Elias Howe was 
American inventor who patented an improved sewing machine in 

1846. Howe's revolutionary machine used two separate threads, one threaded through the 
needle, and one in a shuttle; it was powered by a hand crank. A sideways-moving needle with 
its eye at one end would pierce the fabric, creating a loop of thread on the other side; a shuttle 
would then push thread through the loop, creating a tight lock stitch. Earlier sewing machines 
used only one thread and a chain stitch that could unravel. Howe's business did not thrive. 
Others, like Isaac M. Singer made slight modifications in the machine and built successful 
businesses. Howe sued those who had infringed on his patent and won royalties on all 
machines sold (he was paid $5.00 for each sewing machine sold). Howe died the year his 
patent expired. 

VAN HOUTEN, COENRAAD 
Coenraad Johannes Van Houten (1801-1887) was a Dutch chemist and chocolate 
manufacturer who in 1828 invented the process that is used to turn roasted cacao beans (the 
source of chocolate) into cocoa powder (this process is now called Dutching, Dutch processing 
or alkalinisation). His method was an inexpensive way of removing much of the cocoa butter 
from the nib (center) of the beans, using a hydraulic press, and adding alkaline salts 
(potassium carbonate or sodium carbonate) so that the cocoa powder would mix readily with 
water or milk (the alkali neutralized the acidic chocolate). The resulting cocoa powder can be 
used to make chocolate milk and other delicacies.  

VIDIE, LUCIEN 
Lucien Vidie was a French scientist who invented the aneroid barometer in 1843. A barometer 
is a device that measures air (barometric) pressure. It measures the weight of the column of air 
that extends from the instrument to the top of the atmosphere. There are two types of 
barometers commonly used today, mercury and aneroid (meaning "fluidless"). The aneroid 
barometer uses a spring balance instead of a liquid; it is easy to transport and easy to 
construct. 

WHITNEY, ELI 
Eli Whitney (1765-1825) was an American inventor and engineer. Whitney invented the cotton 
gin and the idea of interchangeable parts. He patented the cotton gin , which revolutionized the 
cotton industry on March 14, 1794.  
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The cotton gin is a machine that cleans cotton, removing its many seeds. Previously, this 
tedious job had been done by hand, using two combs. The cotton gin made much of the 
southern United States very rich, but cotton plantation owners rarely paid Whitney for the use 
of his invention, and Whitney went out of business. He never patented his later inventions (like 
his milling machine). Whitney also helped modernize the musket industry (and mass 
production in general) by introducing the idea of interchangeable parts in a manufacturing 
system. 

YALE JR., LINUS 
Linus Yale Jr. (1821-1868) was an American 
mechanical engineer and manufacturer who 
developed the cylinder pin-tumbler lock (and other 
key and combination locks). Yale's father, Linus Yale, 
had invented an earlier pin-tumbler lock in 1848; the 
son's lock used a smaller, flat key with serrated 
edges (like the ones we still use today). There is no 

connection between Linus Yale and Yale University.  
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London History 

 

London history is fascinating and filled with a series of conquests, disasters, wars, and 
victories. From the time the Romans first settled what would become London in 43 AD (as 
Londinium), this city has been one of the centers of growth and development in this part of 
western Europe. The latter part of the first century saw a series of sackings before London 
became the center of Roman Britannia in 100 AD. The history of London England shows that 
by the seventh century the Anglo Saxons had established a new settlement called Ludenwic, 
close to where Londinium was situated. 

In the year 1016 Canute the Great, a Viking king of England, Denmark, and several other 
countries, assumed control of the English throne. After his death in 1035 Edward the 
Confessor led a reversion back to Anglo Saxon control. Edward the Confessor, who was 
known as a pious king, established Westminster Abbey and the Palace of Westminster at this 
time in London. William the Conqueror, at the time the Duke of Normandy, ultimately took over 
the throne in 1066 after a victory at the Battle of Hastings. The oldest part of the Tower of 
London, the White Tower, was constructed in 1078 at William's request, both to protect 
London from outsiders and to protect the Normans from the London residents. 

London facts are filled with amazing accounts of battles and regular warring for the 
development of whole nations. Europe was being carved up quite literally at the time. The 
history of London England was directly impacted by the continuous exchanges of power in   
the greater country as a whole. The middle ages saw disaster strike especially in the middle  
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part of the fourteenth century when the Black Death, or Plague, struck, impacting London 
history and the history of the young empire as a whole in a staggering way. England lost one 
third of its population as a result of the Plague. 

The Tudor period in England brought a decided turn to Protestantism. The obvious result was 
a wide-scale shift from church ownership to private ownership of land. Around this time London 
began to flourish as a center for commerce and trade. For the first time massive companies 
including the British East India Company began to sail the high seas opening up whole new 
channels of trade and opportunities for the exploration of the new world in North America and 
beyond. Some of the most interesting London facts are those that point to how culture and 
civilization was impacted by the commercial development of the city. 

London once again was afflicted by a plague in the early seventeenth century. The history of 
London England tells a sad story of the Great Plague of 1665 and 1666 claiming up to 100,000 
lives. The Great Fire of London was the last of a series of disasters that beset the city. London, 
which by this time had become the main northern seaport in England, began to rebuild and 
recover from the fire which had claimed so many of the city’s wooden buildings. Design and 
architecture became a central focus and what has become modern London fully began to be 
conceived. There are volumes of London facts on how World War II not only affected London 
and England, but also the entirety of Europe and the world as a whole. All of Europe was in a 
position of needing to rebuild much of their infrastructure form the ground up. 

London is currently the largest metropolitan area in the entire European Union. It is a global 
center for finance, arts, culture, fashion, and entertainment. London will host the 2010 Summer 
Olympics. There are nearly eight million people in the greater London area. Its biggest airport, 
London Heathrow, is the busiest airport for international traffic in the world. 
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The Magna Carta 

The Magna Carta is an important historical document that took some 
power away from the king and gave some rights and freedoms to the 

people. Magna Carta means "Great Charter" in Latin.  

On June 15, 1215, the barons of Medieval England confronted King John at at 
Runnymede, and forced the king to put his seal on the Magna Carta. King John had 
been an unpopular king who abused his power, oppressed his subjects, and 
angered the barons by increasing taxes and demanding many soldiers for his 
military campaigns abroad. King John was excommunicated from the Catholic 
Church by the Pope in 1209, further increasing his unpopularity.  

The barons wrote the Magna Carta, which contained 63 clauses promising all 
freemen access to courts and a fair trial, eliminating unfair fines and punishments, 
giving power to the Catholic Church in England, and addressing many lesser issues.  

Although King John violated many of the clauses in the Magna Carta, later kings of 
England were eventually forced to comply with its terms.  

The Magna Carta was one of the forerunners of modern British law, the US 
Constitution and its Amendments (the Bill of Rights), and the guiding documents of 
many other countries that have further expanded the rights and liberties of the 
people and limited the power of the government.  
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Timeline of the Kings and Queens of 
England 

Woodlands Junior School is in the south-east corner of England 

Royal Family Today Royal Ceremonies History of Britain 

Timeline and facts abouts the Kings and Queens who have ruled England, Wales 
and (from the time of James I) Scotland. 

Timeline of the Kings and Queens of England 
from 1066 to 1603 

The Normans 
(1066 - 1154) 

Plantagenets 

1154-1216 1216-1399 
 

The House of Lancaster 
(1399 - 1461) 

The House of York 
(1461 - 1485) 

The Tudors 
(1485 -1603) 

Kings and Queens of the United Kingdom 
from 1603 to the present day 

The Stuarts 
(1603 - 1649) (1660 - 1714) 

The House of Hanoverians 
(1714 -1901) 

Saxe-Coburg-Gotha and The Windsors 
(1901 -1910) (1910 - Today) 
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Royal Family 
Today 

History of London  Timeline of British 
History 

Interesting Fact  

The only time when there was no King or Queen in Britain 
was when the country was a republic between 1649 and 
1660. (In 1649 King Charles I was executed and Britain 
became a Republic for eleven years. The monarchy was 
restored in 1660.) 

The Normans 
(1066 - 1154) 

 King William I, the Conqueror 1066 - 1087 
 King Henry I 1100 - 1135 
 King Stephen 1135 - 1154 
 Empress Matilda 1141 

Plantagenets 
(1154 - 1399)  

 King Henry II 1154 - 1189 
 King Richard I the Lionheart 1189 - 1199 
 King John 1 1199 – 1216 
 King Henry III 1216 - 1272 
 King Edward I 1272 - 1307 
 King Edward II 1307 - 1327 
 King Edward III 1327 - 1377 
 Richard II 1377 - 1399 

The House of Lancaster 
(1399 - 1461) 

 Henry IV 1399 - 1413 
 Henry V 1413 - 1422 
 Henry VI 1422 - 1461, 1470 - 1471 
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The House of York 
(1461 - 1485) 

 King Edward IV 1461 -1470, 1471 - 1483 
 King Edward V 1483 - 1483 
 King Richard III 1483 – 1485 

The Tudors 
(1485 -1603) 

 King Henry VII 1485 - 1509 
 King Henry VIII 1509 - 1547 
 King Edward VI 1547 - 1553 
 Jane Grey 1554 
 Queen Mary I (Bloody Mary) 1553 - 1558 
 Queen Elizabeth I 1558 - 1603 

The Stuarts 
(1603 - 1649) (1660 - 1714) 

 James I 1603 - 1625 
 Charles I 1625 - 1649 
 Charles II 1660 - 1685 
 James II 1685 - 1688 
 William III 1688 - 1702 and Queen Mary II 1688 - 1694 
 Queen Anne 1702 - 1714 

The House of Hanoverians 
(1714 -1901) 

 King George I 1714 - 1727 
 King George II 1727 - 1760 
 King George III 1760 - 1820 
 King George IV 1820 - 1830 
 King William IV 1830 - 1837  
 Queen Victoria 1837 - 1901 
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Saxe-Coburg-Gotha and The Windsors 
(1901 -1910) (1910 - Today) 

 King Edward VII 1901 - 1910 
 King George V 1910 - 1936 
 King Edward VIII June 1936 
 King George VI 1936 - 1952 
 Queen Elizabeth II 1952 - present day 
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The Royal Family Tree 
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British Astronomers, Paleontologists and Some Other 
Scientists 

ADAMS, JOHN C. 
John Couch Adams (1819-1892) was an English astronomer and mathematician who, at 24 

years old, predicted the existence of the planet Neptune (Le Verrier also predicted its 
existence, independently). 

 
AIRY, GEORGE 

Sir George Bidell Airy (1801-1892) was the director of Greenwich Observatory/Astronomer 
Royal of England from 1835 to 1881. Airy installed a transit (a precise surveying device) at 
Greenwich, England, which was used to define the zero degree meridian of the Earth (zero-
degrees longitude). A crater on Mars about 5 degrees south of the equator and on what is 

defined as Mars' prime meridian (zero-degrees longitude) is call Airy. A small crater within this 
crater (which is called Airy-0) is where the meridian line (zero-degrees longitude) crosses. A 
crater on the moon is also named for him (latitude 18.1 degrees, longitude 354.3 degrees, 
diameter 36 km). Airy is supposed to have stated incorrectly that Charles Babbage's new 
"analytical engine" (the predecessor of the computer) was "worthless," effectively ending 

Babbage's government funding. 

ANNING, MARY 
Mary Anning (1799-1847) was an early British fossil hunter who began finding 

fossils as a child, and supported herself and her family by finding and selling fossils. 
She lived on the southern coast of England, in Lyme Regis. Anning found the first 

fossilized plesiosaur and Ichthyosaurus. She found many important fossils, including 
Pterodactylus, sharks, and many other reptiles and fish. 

BELL, JOCELYN 
Susan Jocelyn Bell Burnell (1943- ) is an astronomer who discovered the existence of pulsars 

in 1967, while she was a graduate student at Cambridge University. A pulsar is a rapidly 
spinning neutron star that emits energy in pulses. Bell's graduate advisor (Anthony Hewish) 
was given a share of the 1974 Nobel Prize, but Bell was ignored. No one had any idea what 
these unusual objects were at the time, so the name little green men (LGM) was used. Soon, 
Thomas Gold suggested that pulsars were rapidly-spinning neutron stars, the remnants of a 

supernova. 
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BUCKLAND, WILLIAM 
William Buckland (1784-1856) was a British fossil hunter, clergyman, and 

Oxford don (a Reader in Geology and Mineralogy) who discovered 
Megalosaurus in 1819 and named it in 1824. It was the first dinosaur ever 

described scientifically and the first theropod dinosaur discovered 
(theropods were the meat-eating dinosaurs). Buckland always collected his 

fossils in a large blue bag, which he carried around most of the time. 

CAVENDISH, HENRY 
Henry Cavendish (1731-1810) was an English chemist and physicist. 

Cavendish discovered that hydrogen gas was a substance different from 
ordinary air (whose components he analyzed), he described the composition 

of water (hydrogen and oxygen) and made other important discoveries. 
Cavendish was the first person to determine Isaac Newton's gravitational constant and 

accurately measured the  
Earth's mass and density. 

DARWIN, CHARLES R. 
Charles Robert Darwin (February 12, 1809-April 19, 1882) was an English naturalist who 

revolutionized scientific thought with the theory of evolution and natural selection. After 
studying at Cambridge University, Darwin served as naturalist on the ship HMS Beagle 

(captained by Robert Fitzroy) during its five-year voyage around the world traveling west ( 
December 27, 1831-October 2, 1836). On this trip, Darwin studied a tremendous variety of 

plant and animal life. Darwin's book called "On the Origin of the Species by Means of Natural 
Selection, or the Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle of Life" was published in 

November 24, 1859 (and sold out in one day). This world-shaking book outlined the gradual 
change in a species from generation to generation through natural selection. Alfred Lord 

Wallace independently proposed the theory of evolution the same time as Darwin. In 1871, 
Darwin published "The Descent of Man," which focused on the origins of people. The theory of 

evolution has been debated since it was proposed, but most scientists accept evolution and 
natural selection as the method of species formation and the foundation of biology.  

For more information on Darwin, click here.  

EDDINGTON, ARTHUR 
Arthur Eddington (1882-1945) was an English astronomer who first described the internal 

structure of a star. 
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GALTON, PETER M. 
Peter M. Galton is a British paleontologist working in the USA. He named: Aliwalia (1985), 
Blikanasaurus (with J. van Heerden, 1985), Bugenasaura (1995), Callovosaurus (1980), 

Camelotia (1985), Dracopelta (1980), Gravitholus (with W. P. Wall, 1979), Lesothosaurus 
(1978), Ornatotholus (with H. Sues,1983), Othnielia, (1977), Stygimoloch (with H. 

Sues,1983), Torvosaurus (with J.A. Jensen, 1979), Valdosaurus (1977), and Yaverlandia 
(1971). He named the dinosaur families: Blikanasauridae (with J. van Heerden, 1985), 

Fabrosauridae (1972), Staurikosauridae (1977), and Ruehleia (2001). He named the order 
Herrerasauria (1985). He also championed the cladistic theory that birds are modern-day 

dinosaurs (with R. Bakker, 1974), showed that Hypsilophodon was not arboreal (did not live 
in trees), that hadrosaurs did not drag their tails but used the tail as a counterbalance for the 

head, and that the Pachycephalosaurs butted heads like rams. 

GREGORY, JAMES 
James Gregory (1638-1675), a Scottish mathematician, invented the first reflecting 
telescope in 1663. He published a description of the reflecting telescope in "Optica 

Promota," which was published in 1663. He never actually made the telescope, 
which was to have used a parabolic and an ellipsoidal mirror. 

HADLEY, JOHN H. 
John Hadley (1682-1744) was an English mathematician and inventor who built the first 
reflecting telescope and invented an improved quadrant (known as Hadley's quadrant). 

HALLEY, EDMUND 
Edmund Halley (1656-1742) was an English astronomer who predicted the return of a 

spectacular comet in 1758 (after his death, this was confirmed by Johann G. Palitzsch). This 
comet had previously been seen in 1531, 1607, and 1682. This comet is now known as 

Halley's Comet. 

HAWKING, STEPHEN 
Stephen Hawking (1942- ) is a British physicist and cosmologist. His work centers on the 

physics of black holes and singularities in space-time. Hawking (1971) proposed that early 
after the Big Bang, mini-black holes existed, obeying quantum-mechanical laws due to their 

sub-atomic size. Hawking (1974) hypothesized that black holes emit subatomic particles until 
they explode. 
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HAWKINS, BENJAMIN W. 
The first dinosaur models were made by Benjamin Waterhouse Hawkins of England in 1854. 
He made and sold plaster-cast dinosaurs through the Ward's catalogue of scientific supplies. 

His original models included Igauanodon, Hylaeosaurus, Megalosaurus, Plesiosaurus and 
Ichthyosurus. The first dinosaur used for adult amusement was a life-size model of an 

Iguanodon (made of concrete by Hawkins) that was used to house a dinner party for scientists 
(including Richard Owen, who coined the term dinosaur) at a major exhibition in London, 

England, in 1854. The invitations to the party were sent on fake pterodactyl wings. 

HERSCHEL, WILLIAM 
Sir William Herschel (1738-1822) was a British astronomer and organist who 

built an improved reflecting telescope and used it to discover the planet 
Uranus (March 13, 1781) and moons of Uranus and of Saturn. Herschel 

cataloged over 2500 discoveries, mostly deepsky objects. Herschel's sister 
Caroline Lucretia Herschel (1750-1848) helped him in his discoveries and 

discovered many clusters and nebulae (and 8 comets) herself. 

HUGGINS, WILLIAM and MARGARET 
Sir William Huggins (February 7, 1824-May 12, 1910) was an amateur English astronomer 

who was the first person to use spectroscopy to determine the compositions of astronomical 
objects (in 1861). He determined that the Sun and the stars are composed mostly of the 

element hydrogen. He also examined the spectra of nebulae and comets. Huggins' wife (they 
were married in 1875), Margaret Lindsay Murray Huggins (1848-1915), was a self-taught 

astronomer who did extensive work in spectroscopy and photography. Margaret studied the 
Orion Nebula extensively. William and Margaret were the first people to realize that some 

nebulae, like the Orion Nebula, consisted of amorphous gases (and were not a congregation of 
stars, like the nebula Andromeda). A lunar crater, a Martian crater, and an asteroid (#2635 

Huggins) have been named for William Huggins. 

HOLMES, ARTHUR 
Arthur Holmes (1890 - 1965) was a British geologist who first proposed the idea of a geologic 
time scale in 1913. This was soon after the discovery of radioactivity, and using radio-isotope 
dating, Holmes estimated that the Earth was about 4 billion years old - this was much greater 

than previously believed. 
 

HUXLEY, THOMAS H. 
Thomas H. Huxley (1825-1895) was a British scientist and friend of Charles Darwin. 

He was the first scientist to notice the similarity between birds and dinosaurs. He 
named: Acanthopholis (1865), the family Archaeopteryglidae (1871), Euskelosaurus 

(1866), Hypsilophodon (1869), and the family Megalosauridae (1869). 
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KELVIN 
Lord Kelvin, William Thomson (1824 - 1907) designed the Kelvin temperature 
scale in which 0 K is defined as absolute zero and the size of one unit is the 

same as the size of one degree Celsius. Water freezes at 273.16 K; water boils 
at 373.16 K. 

LASSELL, WILLIAM 
William Lassell was an amateur English astronomer (a brewer by trade) who discovered Triton, 
the largest moon of Neptune (in 1846) and Ariel, the brightest moon of Uranus in 1851. With 

W.C. Bond, he discovered Saturn's moon Hyperion in 1848. 

MANTELL, GIDEON 
Gideon A. Mantell (1790-1852) was an amateur British fossil hunter, one of the first in the 

world. This physician named Hylaeosaurus (1833), Iguanodon (1825), Pelorosaurus (1850), 
and Regnosaurus (1848). Mary Ann Mantell, his wife, is commonly thought to have found the 

first Iguanodon tooth in 1822; there is no substantiation to this story, however. 

MOORE, PATRICK 
Patrick Moore (1923- ) is an English astronomer who has written over 60 books on astronomy 
and made regular BBC television appearances popularizing astronomy. He has done work on 

lunar mapping. 

NEWTON, ISAAC 
Isaac Newton (1642-1727) was an English mathematician and physicist who 

invented calculus (simultaneously, but independently of Leibniz), formulated the 
laws of gravitation, investigated the nature of light (he discovered that sunlight is 
made of light of different colors), and the laws of motion: 1. An object in uniform 

motion tends to remain in that state of motion unless an external force is applied to it (the Law 
of Inertia). 2. A force causes a change in the velocity (acceleration) of an object (F=ma). 3. For 
every action there is an equal and opposite reaction. Newton also improved the design of the 

refracting telescope (using an objective mirror, instead of a lens), and it is now called a 
Newtonian telescope. For more on Newton, click here. 

NORMAN, DAVID 
David B. Norman is a British paleontologist who has extensively studied ornithischian clades, 
especially the genus Iguanodon. He noted that Iguanodon's beak structure would let it eat a 

wide range of plants, not simply soft plants as was thought before. He also realized that 
Iguanodon's tail was held horizontally, suggesting that it walked on four legs. He has also 
written many books about dinosaurs, including The Illustrated Encyclopedia of Dinosaurs 

(1985). 
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OWEN, RICHARD 
Sir Richard Owen (1804-1892) was a pioneering British comparative 

anatomist who coined the term dinosauria (from the Greek "deinos" meaning 
terrible, and "sauros" meaning lizard), recognizing them as a suborder of 

large, extinct reptiles in 1841. He proposed this new name in a 1842 article 
published in the "Report of the British Association for the Advancement of 

Science."  
 

Owen also named and described the following dinosaurs: Anthodon (1876), 
Bothriospondylus (1875), Cardiodon (1841), Cetiosaurus (1841 - but Owen incorrectly thought 

that it was a kind of crocodile and not a dinosaur), Chondrosteosaurus (1876), Cimoliornis 
(1846), Cladeidon (1841), Coloborhynchus (1874), Dacentrurus (1875), Dinodocus (1884), 
Echinodon (1861), Massospondylus (1854), Nuthetes (1854), Polacanthus (1867), and 

Scelidosaurus (1859). 

SEELEY, HARRY G. 
Harry Govier Seeley (1839-1909) was a British paleontologist. In 1887, he divided the 
dinosaurs by hip structure, into the orders Saurischia and Ornithischia. He named 

Agrosaurus (1891), Anoplosaurus (1878), Aristosuchus (1887), Craterosaurus (1874), 
Macrurosaurus (1869), Orthomerus (1883), Priodontognathus (1875), Rhadionsaurus (1881), 

and Thecospondylus (1882). 

THOMPSON, J. J. 
Joseph John Thomson was a British scientist who discovered the existence of the electron in 

1897. Electrons are tiny, negatively-charged atomic particles. In an atom, they orbit around the 
nucleus. 

WRIGHT, THOMAS 
Thomas Wright (1711-1786) was a British cosmologist. Wright was one of the first people 

(along with Johann Lambert (1728-77) and Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) ) who in 1750 
speculated about the structure and origin of our solar system and galaxy. Using religious and 

philosophical arguments, Wright hypothesized that the Milky Way was a thin flat system of 
stars with our solar system near the center and that there were other similar but distant star 

systems (which he called nebulae). 
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MONEY IN ENGLAND QUIZ 
3RD-5TH 
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1. What  is the currency in England? 
 

A. Euro 
B. Dollar 
C. Pound Sterling 
D. English 

 
2. How much is a quid worth in England? 

 
A. 50 pence 
B. One pound 
C. Fifty pounds 
D. 10 pence 

 
3. Whose picture is found on all banknotes and coins in England? 
 

A. Henry VIII 
B. Elizabeth I 
C. Elizabeth II 
D. Tony Blair 

 
4. What letters are found on the side of the coins in England? 
 

A. D.G.REG.F.D. 
B. A.G.REG.F.D. 
C. E.W.REG.F.D. 
D. Queen Elizabeth 

 
5. What color is a one pound coin? 
 

A. Blue 
B. Gold 
C. Silver 
D. White 

 
6. How many pence in a pound? 
 

A. 1 
B. 10 
C. 100 
D. 1000 
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ENGLAND WORD SEARCH 
 

           E    G     E    I     R     B    N    O    D    N    O    L    N    B   U 
 

P    G    C    M    H    C    U    B    V    R    D    U    O    O   N 
 

           E    B    Y     V     R    S    S     C    I     R    U    W    D    B    I 
 
           E    E    K     O    K    L    I     Y    K    G    J     W    N    B   O 
 
           H    E   W     H    E    N   Y    T     D     I    B     R     O    Y   N 
 
           S     N    Z    W    K    I    N    G     I      R   N     E     L    B    J 
 
           H    T    E     B     A    Z    I     L     E     R    A    G     N    R   A 
 
           R    J    T      R     I     F    L    E     N     B    B     U    H    C    C 
 
           S    H    A     K     E    S    P    E     A     R    E     F     G    A    K 
 
           F    I     S     H     B     N   D    C     H     I     P     S     O    B    M     
 
 

Big Bend                                                                               jewels 
Buckingham                                                                         crown 
Elizabeth                                                                               British 
London Bridge                                                                      King 
Shakespeare                                                                          sheep 
Union Jack                                                                            fish 
Guard                                                                                    chips 
London                                                                                  trifle 
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  LONDON WORD          
SCRAMBLER 

 
Unscramble the letters to find the words related to London. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
a e t   _________________________ 
 
d l n n o o  _________________________ 
 
e e n q u  _________________________ 
 
p s h c i  _________________________ 
 
a c e l s t  _________________________ 
 
e e j l s w  _________________________ 
 
a d g r u  _________________________ 
 
g i k n  ________________________ 
 
BONUS:  Hidden Word 
Solve the underlined letters:  _______   ______ 

 
 

WORD LIST: 
Queen, tea, 
jewels, king 

guard, chips, 
London, castle 

187



  LONDON WORD  
                     SEARCH                      

 

  N    E    E    U    Q    A    G    T 
 

   R    A    I     N    U    T     N    E 
 
   E    L    T    S     A    C     I     A 
 
       P    C    H   I      P     S    K     J 
 
castle 
chips  
king 
queen 
rain 
tea 
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Sixth  
Through 

Eighth Grade 
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English History 
 

 
     http://www.bighistory.net/history-of-england/ 

 

 
England being one of Europe’s oldest and most powerful national territories is known for its 
long past. It is a country within the United Kingdom and was populated by Neanderthals in the 
glacial period. Its region prides itself of ruins from the Mesolithic, Neolithic, and Bronze Age as 
evidenced by the Stonehenge and Avebury monuments that are most unique. It is also known 
that during the Iron Age, it is occupied by Celtic people called Britons as well as the Belgae 
tribes.  
 
The Romans invaded Britannia during 43 AD, and promptly abandoned them around the 5th 
century due to their own empire falling apart. After the Romans evacuated Britannia, the 
Anglo-Saxons and Jutes arrived all around the 5th and 6th century. This is when the settling of 
the Anglo-Saxon in Britain started and is now regarded as the origin of England and the 
English people. The Anglo-Saxons is made up of different groups of Germanic immigrants who 
founded several kingdoms and introduced the Old English language. The Anglo-Saxons fought 
against each other as well as with other British descendant states in Wales, Cornwall and the 
Hen Ogledd. Viking invasions were frequent after about 800 AD. The Norsemen (“people from 
the North”) ruled on most parts of what is now England. Efforts on uniting the various Anglo-
Saxon kingdoms were initiated that eventually led to the emergence of the Kingdom of 
England by the 10th century.  
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England was conquered by the Normans  in 1066. Battles were fought with other nations 
through the Middle Ages and civil unrest was everywhere. Before the reign of Richard I, the 
Kingdom of England was a sovereign state. During his rule, England paid homage to the Holy 
Empire in 1194. His brother John Lackland took over in 1212 and paid tribute to the Catholic 
Church. Only in the 16th century did Henry VIII severed its ties from the Catholic Church. 
During the Renaissance period, England was ruled by the Tudors. Great Britain, a new 
sovereign state was formed around the18th century when England, Wales and Scotland were 
united. It became an empire following the Industrial Revolution. In  
 
 
the 20th century, following the process of decolonization the most part of the empire became 
independent. 
 
 
Geography  
 

 
                                      http://geography.howstuffworks.com/europe/geography-of-england.htm 
 

Contrary to popular belief, England is part of the United Kingdom. It is regarded as an 
independent country within the UK, but not an independent nation. England borders along the 
Celtic, North, and Irish Seas as well as the English Channel. It also includes numerous islands 
that may vary depending on the time of day. It can be divided into two major regions: the 
highland and the lowland. The highland zone is the area that consists of big hills and 
mountains in the north and west. The lowland zone is in the south and east which mostly has 
rolling plains.  
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The area of England is 50,352 square miles (130,410 km2). Its highest elevation is in Scafell 
Pike, 3,210 ft (978 m) above sea level. Its lowest elevation is in Great Holme Fen which is 
situated in close proximity to the River Ouse in Cambridgeshire which is 9 ft. (2.7 m) below sea 
level. It prides itself of its coastline of about 1,150 miles (1,850 km) in length. 
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Government 
 

 
http://passivevoices.wordpress.com/2011/01/26/queen-of-england-will-not-meet-the-parents-of-kate-middleton/ 

 
 
The government of England is called the constitutional monarchy. A monarch leads the state 
and works with a parliamentary system. The Queen of England assumes many roles such as 
head of the judiciary, commander in chief of the armed forces, supreme governor of the 
Church of England, and Church of Scotland to name a few. She is officially the head of the 
state, although the person who is really in power is the prime minister and the Parliament. 

In a parliamentary system, the people choose a party to be in power. The head of that party 
becomes Prime Minister. There are three main parties that the people can elect from, namely 
Conservative, Labour and the Liberal Democrats. The Parliament is a legislative body. In the 
government, there are two houses: The House of Lords and the House of Commons. The 
citizens elect the members of the House of Commons while the Queen appoints the members 
of the House of Lords. 
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Economy 

 
http://www.freedebtadvice-uk.com/tag/economy-in-england/ 

 

Among the four countries in the United Kingdom, England’s economy is considered the largest. 
London being the capital of England plays a major role in its economy. It serves as one of the 
world’s largest financial centers. The service sector of the economy is the largest in England 
and is the primary source of revenue. It is followed by the construction industry.  
 
The official currency in England is the British pound sterling. 
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Arts 

http://college.holycross.edu/projects/catholiccollecting/englands_art.htm 

The oldest art in England can be found during the Neolithic period which is the Stonehenge. 
The use of bronze, tin and gold came afterwards where people became experts on refining 
metal works of art. Glasswork and mosaics were also introduced in the 3rd century.  
 
England is also famous for its alabaster carvings and its stained glass windows. During the 
12th and 13th century, windows as such were commonly used. During the 1450’s and the 
1490’s, embroidery on their fabric was also popular. By the 16th and 17th century, painters of 
full size portraits become known as well as another English specialty - that of landscape 
painting. 
 
In the 18th and 19th century, the English paintings still concentrated on portraits and 
landscapes and artists were trying to find a new approach to history painting. Water color 
painting was introduced by Paul Sandby. 
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Culture  
 

 
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=england+culture&hl=en&sa=X&gbv=2&biw=1280&bih=603&tbm=isch&tbnid=6Qg3G3E_lLs6lM:&imgrefurl=http://barsengland.com/england_cu
lture.html&docid=stm4V_MJ4BUYkM&imgurl=http://barsengland.com/en-
culture.jpg&w=400&h=300&ei=3VrITvPDNejW2AXug_jSDw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=323&vpy=171&dur=2078&hovh=194&hovw=259&tx=239&ty=150&sig=105216761624220063763
&page=1&tbnh=110&tbnw=149&start=0&ndsp=21&ved=1t:429,r:1,s:0 

 

The culture of England is rich and varied. It has evolved and developed through centuries in 
aspects of art, cuisine, folklore, history, literature, religion and music.  

England’s art covers a variety of forms which now include photography, painting, sculpture and 
performing arts. English cuisine has now what you call Modern British way of cooking which is 
a mixture of traditional British ingredients and foreign culinary style of cookery. 

Folklore in England has also evolved through the centuries. It comes in all forms from 
traditional semi-mystical Arthurian legends, historical tales of Robin Hood and to contemporary 
myths. 

Famous works of renowned writers such as William Shakespeare, Charles Dickens, Thomas 
Hardy to name a few have influenced English literature tremendously and in turn has made an 
impact on England culture to a large extent. 
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Religion 
 

 
http://deddingtoncurate.blogspot.com/2010/09/evensong-and-english-religion.html 

 
Christianity is the primary religion in England. It was believed that it all started during the rule 
of the Roman Empire in 47 AD. Although it has its history of paganism, England has a variety 
of religions. Christianity has various denominations: Anglicanism which include Roman 
Catholicism, Methodism, Pentecostal, Eastern Orthodox Churches (such as Russian Orthodox 
and Greek Orthodox) and Oriental Orthodoxy. 
 
Other than Christianity, religions known in England are Islam, Hinduism, Sikhism, Judaism, 
Buddhism, the Bahá'í Faith, the Rastafari movement and Neopaganism.  
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Literature 
 

 
http://www.luminarium.org/medlit/chaucer.htm 

 
 
Literature in England all began with the Anglo-Saxon literature which was written in Old 
English. Latin and French were the favored language used in literature. Old English literature is 
mostly composed of chronicle and poetry (lyric which is mainly narrative or epic).  
 
From 1066, the language is now called Middle English by scholars where ideas and themes 
from French and Celtic literature emerge in English writing. Geoffrey Chaucer (1343-1400), 
believed to be the Father of English literature is the most famous writer of this period. 
Chaucer’s greatest work focuses mostly on narrative poetry, evident in “Troilus and Criseyde” 
and “The Canterbury Tales”. Chaucer also had some work on prose and lyric poetry. 
 
Early 16th century, modern lyric poetry began with the work of Sir Thomas Wyatt, Henry 
Howard and Earl of Surrey. During the Elizabethan era, described as the golden age of English 
literature produced numerous great poets including William Shakespeare whose sonnets were 
renowned at this time. Shakespeare is considered as England’s national poet. 
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I. HISTORY      
Match column A with column B. 

 
Column A     Column B 

 
_____ 1. During the _______, England is  a. immigrants 
           occupied by the Celtics, Britons  

     and Belgae tribes. 
 

       _____ 2. The Romans invaded ________  b. people from the North 
               during 43 A.D. 
 
        

       _____ 3. The Anglo-Saxons is made up of              c. Henry VIII 
           different groups of Germanic 
                     ________who introduced the Old 
                     English language.      

d. Neanderthals 
      _____ 4. The Norsemen is also called ____.  
 
      _____ 5. England was conquered by the   
           _____ in 1066.     e. John Lackland 
 
      _____ 6. During the reign of ______, the  
            Kingdom of England was a  
  Sovereign state.    f. Richard I 
 
      _____ 7. In the 16th century, _____ severed 
  Its ties from the Catholic church.  g. Iron Age 
 
      _____ 8. During the Renaissance period,  
  England was ruled by the _____.  h. Normans 
 
      _____ 9. _____ paid tribute to the Catholic  
  Church.     i. Britannia 
 
      _____ 10. England was inhabited by the ___ 
  during the glacial period.   j. Tudors 
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II.  GEOGRAPHY 
Locate England and indicate its neighboring countries. Label the map. 
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III.   GOVERNMENT 
           Compare and contrast the democratic form of government we have in the  
           U.S. and the constitutional monarchy form of government in England. 
___________________________________________________________________________     
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 

IV.   Fill in the blanks. Choose your answer from the word bank. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. The official currency in England is the _______________. 
 

2. _______________ is the capital of England. 
 

3. Water color painting was introduced by _____________. 
 

4. English cuisine is influenced by the foreign culinary style of cookery as well as the 
________________ British ingredients. 

 
5. __________________ is the primary religion in England. 

 
6. Anglo-Saxon literature is written in ___________________. 

 
7. Latin and _____________ were the favored language during the Anglo-Saxon 

literature. 
 

8. ______________ is the Father of English literature. 
 

9. Modern lyric poetry started in early ___________________. 
 

10.  ______________ is known as England’s National Poet. 

British pound sterling  London  Paul Sandby 
 
Traditional   Christianity   Old English 
 
Middle English  French  Latin  16th century 
 
18th century    

204



V. Jeopardy Game  
 

(Browse CD for Jeopardy Game) 
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BORDERFEST HISTORY 



BORDERFEST HISTORY 

  

  BorderFest had its beginnings in 1976 when a commi ee from the Hidalgo Chamber of Commerce set 

out to celebrate American Bicentennial by commemora ng the local border culture, the interna onal se ng, 

and the unique community spirit. The first a empt drew 500 people; 35 years later there were 89,928 in 

a endance. 

  Now celebrated each year on the first weekend in March, BorderFest is a four‐day‐plus extravaganza 

staged by the non‐profit BorderFest Associa on, with more than 122 commi ee chairmen and co‐chairmen, 

and over 1,000 enthusias c volunteers.   An enlightened leadership, a sympathe c city administra on, many 

business supporters, and a proud ci zenry have now brought BorderFest to its 36th year. 

  Named by its fes val peers as the best in Texas 9 years in a row and the Interna onal Fes val and 

Event Associa on honored BorderFest as the best of its kind in the world in 2005, 2006, 2007 and again in 

2008. As a non‐profit, the celebra on donates between $50,000 and $60,000 in scholarships to area youth, 

and assists community organiza ons in raising money for their own causes. 

  Over the years BorderFest has transformed into a totally global event that celebrates a different coun‐

try each year.  Entertainment and exhibits from these countries provide greater experiences and educa onal 

opportuni es as the borders are expanded and BorderFest raises its bar of excellence. 

  This year, BorderFest  “Celebrated England” with twen‐

ty tented stage and entertain‐ ment areas  filled with more than 

100 performing groups for all  ages and tastes, for families, for 

young people and for seniors.  Everyone had a great  me with 

singing, dancing, arts & cra s,  day and nightly illuminated pa‐

rades, kids’ ac vi es, a sea of  food of all kinds, a full carnival 

and con nuous family fun ‐ all  the things that makes the Rio 

Grande Valley such a special  place, and BorderFest such a 

memorable experience. 
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BORDERFEST MISSION 

 

BorderFest is dedicated to the celebra on of the diverse and unique cultural and musical heritage of South 

Texas and the border area, and to the perpetua on of that heritage through musical performances, the arts, 

entertainment, educa on and par cipa on. 

 

It is now the largest and oldest such celebra on in South Texas, a ended by enthusias c people of all ages, 

ethnici es, and tastes from Texas, many of the United States, Canada and Mexico. 



BORDERFEST MISSION 

 

BorderFest is dedicated to the celebra on of the diverse and unique cultural and musical heritage of South 

Texas and the border area, and to the perpetua on of that heritage through musical performances, the arts, 

entertainment, educa on and par cipa on. 

 

It is now the largest and oldest such celebra on in South Texas, a ended by enthusias c people of all ages, 

ethnici es, and tastes from Texas, many of the United States, Canada and Mexico. 

 

GOALS & OBJECTIVES 



BorderFest 

Goals & Objec ves 

 

 

The goals and objec ves of the BorderFest Associa on are to showcase the variety and diversity of South Tex‐

as, a heritage that flavors the food, the fun, the language and the lives of residents and visitors alike, to pro‐

vide entertainment, enjoyment, educa on, diversion and a rewarding and memorable experience to fans, lo‐

cal residents, Rio Grande Valleyites, families, kids, seniors, and visitors of all ages from all over the state and 

the na on. 

  

BorderFest 2012 strategic goals: 

 Increase advance  cket sales. 

 Increase 2011 a endance. 

 Increase total Sponsorship by 15%. 

 Expand the educa onal experience for schools K‐8th Grade through a Curriculum Program focusing on the 

country  or culture BorderFest celebrates each year. 

 Enhance the BorderFest website to aid in increasing the number of direct hits and increase social media 

presence. 

 Increase Social Media presence with mobile app, facebook page, contests and QR codes. 

 Streamline the volunteer registra on process through a computerized so ware program. 

 Increase sponsorship ROI. 

 Create cross promo ons between sponsors. 

 Provide sponsors an opportunity to showcase their products. 

 Create excitement and awareness of BorderFest parades by assuring quality, safety and memorable expe‐

riences for both parade par cipants and parade viewers 

 Provide the ul mate experience for all that a end BorderFest. 

 Create excitement and BorderFest an cipa on by further enhancing the culture BorderFest celebrates 

each year through displays, art and cra s, educa on and entertainment from that country. 
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“PEPPER” BORDERFEST’S EMISSARY 

A Few Words About “Pepper” 

  The perennial symbol of BorderFest has for many years been a loveable mascot named “Pepper”.  

Each year he takes on a whole new personality, a new presence, and a new importance.  He takes on the 

theme and look of the country or culture BorderFest celebrates every year.  He is everywhere in his new role 

each year as an ac ve “emissary” rather than simply a more passive “mascot”.  He decks himself out as the 

costume of the culture celebrated.  Last year he was a Hawaiian surfer ou i ed in the lavalava with Maile Lei.  

The year before he turned Jamaican and was ou i ed as a Jamaican Pirate in red, green and gold pirates jack‐

et and pirates hat si ng atop his head adorned with dreadlocks and prior years he wore red, black and gold 

silk Chinese vest and Mandarin hat helping to “Celebrate China”. 

  In 2012 Pepper was decked out as Sir Pepper in a tradi onal  guard vest and hat. He was in every pa‐

rade in the Valley, San Antonio, Poteet and Corpus Chris  invi ng everyone he saw to BorderFest.  He was 

virtually everywhere on the BorderFest grounds, being photographed with kids and grandparents and every‐

one in between. 

  Pepper made personal appearances at children’s hospitals, rest homes, at spor ng events in State 

Farm Arena, and every place where he could spread the BorderFest word.  He delivered media gi s to all the 

media across the valley and visited BorderFest sponsors along the way.  Pepper’s posi ve influence is such 

that he brings smiles to all who see him. 

  He was in all BorderFest promo onal materials, in the official logo, on merchandise, and as an animat‐

ed character on the grounds.  One cannot think about BorderFest without thinking about Pepper.  He is the 

face of BorderFest. 
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