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2012 IFEA/PINNACLE AWARDS 
 

DIVISION: Community Relations 
CATEGORY: Best New Event 
ENTRY: Rose Festival Creative Youth Awards  
 

Overview  
 

The new Rose Festival Creative Youth Awards is all about Sound and Silence. For the first time, 
the Rose Festival held an event to honor the best of the best in song and film from two events: the 
new Rose City Sing-Off and the award-winning International Youth Silent Film Festival. The 
finalists from both competitions were featured at the event, and the winners were announced after 
the singing groups performed and the films were screened.  
 
But it was hardly as simple as that. 
 
The International Youth Silent Film Festival (IYSFF) is a three-night event that highlights the top 
three-minute silent films produced by young filmmakers 19 years and under. In its third year, the 
IYSFF is an homage to the earliest kind of filmmaking before sound was introduced in 1929. This 
year the local festival expanded to the Mid-West and to Australia. The filmmakers all produced their 
original work set to one of six musical pieces downloaded from the event's website, 
makesilentfilm.com. Each musical track is almost exactly three minutes in length. The films are 
judged on four categories; Story, Cinematography, Editing and Acting. 
 
The best of the film festival would be screened at the Creative Youth Awards where the winners 
would be announced. Local organ prodigy Nathan Avakian, who was the 2009 winner of the 
American Theatre Organ young organist competition, would return from New York (where he's in 
school) to play live organ during the screening of each film. Avakian was part of the original 
inspiration for the event and composed the musical pieces. 
 
Formerly known as the International Youth Silent Film Festival, the event is so well conceived it's 
now being franchised in the mid-West and Australia (thus, the "International" added to the name). 
The well-connected creator of the film festival has used his own funds and his own Hollywood 
contacts to add glamour and substance to the competition, offering cash prizes and the opportunity 
to come under the eye of real movie producers, like Gus Van Sant, one of the judges.  
 
The other half of the Creative Youth Awards is the Rose City Sing-Off. The new Rose City Sing-Off 
is the only competition in the Portland metro area for acapella singing groups that offers those 
groups an opportunity to perform and compete on a big stage. Event-producers determined a 
preliminary competition would narrow down the top three groups who would then compete for the 
'Golden Mic' the night of the Creative Youth Awards.  
 
As the younger sibling of this pair of creative competitions, the Sing-Off had a lot of work to do to 
prepare to take the stage with the well-established IYSFF finals. 
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Challenge 
 
In 2010, the year of its inception, the Youth Silent Film Festival won gold in IFEA's Best New Event 
category. The concept is so clever, the incentive for young filmmakers is so compelling and the 
resulting works are so entertaining, the event sells itself to people of all ages. However, making 
sure the finals rise above the three-day festival and have an impact during core Rose Festival 
programming has been the challenge. For two years the finals were held at the Hollywood Theatre 
just prior to the screening of the Rose Festival's Centennial motion picture, 'From One Rose.' The 
mix of ages—teenagers and their families excited to see the winning three-minute movies mixed 
with the seniors interested in the documentary style film—was refreshing the first year and glaringly 
incongruous the second. In 2010 the screening was enhanced by the extra ticket sales and the 
energy of the younger crowd. In 2011 a clear demarcation of the two audiences emerged, and it 
was a distraction. Something new needed to be invented. 
 
However, screening five or six three-minute silent films and then announcing the winners did not 
an event make. It would have neither the programming to fill a reasonable event length or the 
audience draw, even with the celebrity status of the IYSFF judges.   
 
Rose Festival staff and the IYSFF creators put their heads together and came up with a solution 
that was already sitting on the desk of the festival's Director of Events as a potential new event 
concept. Choral music has always been on the focal fringe of many Rose Festival events, and the 
popularity of singing and glee clubs has recently grown astronomically in popularity.  Two festival 
partners and managers of local amateur vocal groups had proposed partnering with Rose Festival 
on a sing-off style competition for young acapella groups.  
 
The synergy was obvious! Sound would be merged with Silence.  
 

Another New Event! 
 
The Rose City Sing-Off was born, with all the challenges inherent in promoting and recruiting for a 
brand new competition. The Portland area is blessed with vocal talent, but young people are 
already busy and vocal directors have schedules set in stone. Convincing the directors and the 
students to fit in the rehearsals for a competition at this level would not be easy.  
 
The Hollywood Theatre was already the home of the IYSFF and the natural spot to do the awards 
night. But it wasn't practical for a choral event that would take much of one day. A new venue that 
could provide warm-up rooms and excellent acoustics had to be identified for the Sing-Off semi-
finals.  
 
And the whole thing needed to break even financially. The Rose Festival welcomed the mission-
driven programming—highlighting youth, the arts and education—but was not willing to invest huge 
dollars.  
 
A budget of $2,000 was created, with most of the expenses covering the two venues and the 
sound systems. The program, posters and the Sing-Off website needed to be of grass roots quality 
in order to fit within the restrictive budget.   
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What's In a Name? 
 
The format for the finals was simple: Let the three top vocal groups perform, have their judges do a 
verbal critique after each performance, American Idol style—but emphasizing the positive. Then 
screen the top five films and announce the winners of both competitions. It could all be done in less 
than 90 minutes, and the audience of mostly well-wishers and fans wouldn't even require an 
intermission. 
 
The Rose Festival's Communications Team, led by the Director of Events & Communications, 
came up with the perfect name. It needed to have the word "Awards," to allude to an Oscar-style 
event with music and film. And it needed to have "Youth," to let everyone know the emphasis of the 
event. 
 
The resulting "Rose Festival Creative Youth Awards" was a mouthful, but it had the perfect 
acronym: CYA. This ended up being a not-too-inside joke for the event creators, who were hoping 
for the best but budgeting for less than that. 
 

The Results 
 
It took a lot of recruitment efforts—phone calls and emails and prodding—but seven of the top local 
singing groups agreed to compete in the Rose City Sing-Off, including Soul'd Out, the only high 
school group included last year on NBC's 'Sing Off.' A downtown community church was identified 
as the venue for the semi-finals, and a 'donation' of $5 per person was solicited from the audience 
for the Saturday of singing. Soul'd Out and two other groups were named the top three.  
 
Festival staffers weren't too alarmed that literally NO tickets had been sold leading up to the 
evening of the Creative Youth Awards. A walk-up crowd was expected and it materialized. The 
young filmmakers from all over the state and their celebrity judges, including Tom DeSanto of the 
X-Men and Transformer films and Kerry O'Quinn of Fangoria and Starlog magazines, mixed with 
the families and friends of the young singers.  
  
There were six awards given on Thursday for the filmmakers at the Creative Youth Awards. The 
awards were: First Place, Second Place, Third Place, the Oregonian Award for best story, the 
Audience Award, and the Rose Festival Award for best editing. The winners of the Rose Festival 
award received $200 and will work with festival staff to produce a promotional video about the 
Rose Festival that will be used on the Rose Festival's website and in its 2013 marketing campaign. 
When this new award was announced, a discernible intake of breath was heard in the theatre.  
 
The Rose City Sing-Off awarded three places. The groups were judged in the areas of intonation, 
blend/balance, rhythm/beatbox, presentation, and musicality. The first place 'Golden Mic' award 
was handed out, as well as the Second Place and Third Place Awards. There were also awards for 
the Best Choreography, Best Soloist, Beat-Boxer and Arrangement. 
 
The audience at the historic Hollywood theatre was packed with families and friends of the 
performers and the arts community. The event met its $2,000 budget and broke even with ticket 
sales and donations at the Sing-Off semi-finals. This Thursday night event started at 6:30pm and 
ended at 8:00pm, convenient for both work and school schedules. 
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Creative is in the name! 
 

This is the only competition in the Portland region that showcases youthful achievement in film and 
song. The Rose Festival Creative Youth Awards is unique in that the film is silent, and the song 
acapella. These specifications are challenging at any age, and these young artists show incredible 
maturity in their art. 
 
The Rose Festival is proud to help develop these amazing local artists. Both competitions reflect 
the mission of the Rose Festival to highlight art, education and youth in its programming. The Rose 
Festival then honored these winners in the Spirit Mountain Grand Floral Parade. The top three 
Sing-Off teams sang down the parade route, and the IYSFF winners rode in a VIP car! 
 
The Rose Festival has created a fun, energetic and fresh event that brings in a new young 
audience to its traditional activities. With the popularity of shows like American Idol, the 'Sing-Off' 
and 'The Voice,' audiences are eager to be entertained by choral competitions. The Rose Festival 
is also quite timely with the International Youth Silent Film Festival. The Film Festival has been 
around three years, but with the Oscar-winning film for best picture being 'The Artist,' silent film is 
experiencing resurgence in popularity! 
 

Supporting Question: What challenges did you foresee and encounter in creating the 
program and how were they handled? 

 
This new event had a dual challenge, as it was really two new events for the price of one. And that 
price needed to be very low, as no efforts would be made toward sponsorship or other fund raising 
during this first year. Donations and ticket sales needed to pay for the venues, the trophies and the 
stipends for judges for the Sing-Off. (The IYSFF's budget for its three-day festival is self-contained 
and not part of the Creative Youth Awards budget.) 
 
Recruitment of participants, promotion of the Sing-Off and the awards ceremony, the time 
schedules of both the volunteer leaders and the Rose Festival staff, identification of a Sing-Off 
venue and establishment of a new website for this event were just some of the challenges. There 
were no dollars for marketing, so social media, school communication and word-of-mouth had to 
suffice. And as often happens in the events industry, the effort got off to a late start, so everything 
needed to be accomplished with steroidal speed. 
 
One of the major challenges was facilitating the collaboration between the two components of the 
Creative Youth Awards. The personal styles and the sophistication of the events and their 
producers were different, but both had high expectations. This was probably the most successful 
outcome of the entire effort, as both came away satisfied and excited to continue. 
 
As of this date, it's not clear what direction the Rose Festival Creative Youth Awards will take. It's 
on a list of projects for summer evaluation. There's every reason to expect a second edition of this 
new event, and every hope the Rose City Sing-Off will take off in popularity and grow its own 
audience, the way the International Youth Silent Film Festival has. The Creative Youth Awards 
definitely has that important special event x-factor: Potential. 

 
 

LINKS: 
 
http://rosecitysingoff.org/home.php 
http://www.makesilentfilm.com/ 
http://rosefestival.org/events/creativeyouthawards/ 



 

The historic Hollywood Theatre is the home of the new 
Rose Festival Creative Youth Awards, an event to 

honor the best amateur acapella singers and silent film 
producers from their respective events. 

 
Rose Festival President Sue Bunday, Rose Festival 
Director of Events Marilyn Clint and Int'l Youth Silent 
Film Festival creator J.P. Palanuk pose with special 

guest, actor Ryan Lee of 'Super 8.' 



 

 
Rose Festival President Sue Bunday acted as emcee of the

Creative Youth Awards. 
 

Below, Rose City Sing-Off co-creators Don Anderson and 
Carl Jepperson hand the 'Golden Mic' trophy to Soul'd Out, 

the winning group. 



 

 
Above, after screening the top five films, the winning silent 

film is announced. 
 

Below, three-time returning judges Tom DeSanto and Kerry 
O'Quinn pose with the winners. Gus Van Sant also juried the 

competition. 



 

 
The Rose City Sing-Off finalists proved that performing has 

stepped up a notch in recent times. 
 

This ain't your grandma's glee club! 
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Date:
Thursday, June 7, 2012

Location:
Hollywood Theatre
4122 NE Sandy BLVD
Portland OR 97212

Time:
6:30 p.m.

Admission:
$10.00 adults
$8.00 students

The new Rose Festival Creative Youth Awards is all about sound
and silence. For the first time, the Rose Festival is holding an
event to honor the best of the best in song and film from two
events: the new Rose City Sing-Off and the award-winning
International Youth Silent Film Festival.

The International Youth Silent Film Festival (IYSFF) is a
three-night event that highlights the top three-minute silent
films produced by young filmmakers 19 years and under. In its
third year, the IYSFF is an homage to the earliest kind of
filmmaking before sound was introduced in 1929. Named the
Best New Event in the World by the International Festival &
Events Association in 2010, this year the local festival expands
to the Mid-West and to Australia. The best of the film festival will
then be screened at the Rose Festival Creative Youth Awards
where the winners will be announced.

The new Rose City Sing-Off is the only competition in the
Portland metro area for acapella singing groups that offers those
groups an opportunity to perform and compete on a big stage.
The preliminaries will take place on Saturday, June 2, at the
Imago Dei Community Church, where the groups will be
narrowed down. The top groups will then perform at the Creative
Youth Awards where the winners will be announced.

Both competitions reflect the mission of the Rose Festival to
highlight art and education in its programming.

Buy TICKETS.

Back to Top

The International Youth Silent Film Festival

All IYSFF filmmakers are twenty years old or younger. They
choose one of six pre-recorded musical themes on which they
base their films, which are: Romance, action, horror, slapstick,
mystery and science fiction [new for 2012]. The films of finalists
are screened with LIVE musical accompaniment. Submitted films
are shot either in black and white or color, can be either live
action or animation and equal the soundtrack run time (which is
approximately three minutes). All films are family-friendly.

Cash prizes are awarded to the filmmakers for first ($1000),
second ($500) and third ($250) place films (as chosen by the

Become a Volunteer

Tickets
Buy tickets today

>Interested in becoming a
sponsor?

Rose Festival :: Events :: Creative Youth Awards http://rosefestival.org/events/creativeyouthawards/
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Starlight Run

Support the Festival

Visitors

Volunteer

Waterfront Events

Festival jurors). The Rose Festival is sponsoring a special award
for Best Editing -- the winner will have the opportunity to
produce a short video to be used in the Rose Festival's 2013
marketing efforts. Jurors select winning entries by scoring the
submitted films on four categories: Story, cinematography,
editing and acting. (All decisions of the jury members are final.)
IYSFF is produced by Jon (JP) Palanuk, in collaboration with
Thanhouser Company Film Preservation, Inc.

LEARN MORE at the IYSFF website.

Back to Top

The Rose City Sing-Off

The Rose City Sing-Off is the only acappella competition in the
Portland Metro Area that gives high school-age singers a unique
opportunity to perform and compete on a big stage. Finalists
advance to perform at the historic Hollywood Theatre, and the
top three finishers have the privilege and honor of singing in the
Grand Floral Parade -- with the first place group performing
directly in front of the Rose Festival Court float!

Partnering with the Portland Rose Festival, this competition is
hosted in Portland, Oregon, but draws from the entire Northwest
region. Groups competing will be all male, all female, or coed
(and contain no more than 16 singers total). Songs,
choreography and dress are family appropriate, with songs that
have a positive message.

LEARN MORE at their website.

Back to Top

Buy Tickets | Contact Us | Employment Opportunities | Events Calendar | Sitemap
Food Vendors and Exhibitors | Sponsorship Opportunities | Staff | Volunteer
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Rose Festival Creative Youth Awards     
June 7, 2012                             

 
       Hollywood Theatre                              

6:30 pm 
 
 

                  
 

      Rose City Sing-Off 
 

 
 
 

Welcome to the new Rose Festival Creative Youth 
Awards!  Tonight we are honoring the best in song and 
film with the Rose City Sing-Off and the award-winning 

International Youth Silent Film Festival.  
 
 



 
2012 International Youth Silent Film Festival 

Winners 
 

The IYSFF is a three-night event that highlights 
the top three minute silent films produced by 

young filmmakers 19 years and younger.  In its 
third year, the IYSFF is a homage to the earliest 
kind of filmmaking before sound was introduced 
in 1929. Tonight the best of the film festival will 

be screened and the winners will be announced! 
 

2011 Winner: "Memories", romance theme.  A film by Julia 
Reihs and Cory Crouser, Sam Barlow High School, Gresham, 

OR 
 

2012 Finalists: 
 

"Shootout in Shaniko" Action theme. A film by Daniel 
Lasuncet, Nic Prentiss, Sebastian Fell, Cameron Kawaoka, 
and Mabel Miller, Da Vinci Arts Middle School, Portland, OR 

 
"The Case of the Sinister Slapper" Slapstick theme.  A film by 

Daniel Lasuncet, Nic Prentiss, Sebastian Fell, Cameron 
Kawaoka, and Mabel Miller, Da Vinic Arts Middle School, 

Portland, OR. 
 

"The Silent Night" Sci fi theme. A film by Max Reisfar, Bend 
Senior High School, Bend, OR. 

 
"Ballerino" Romance theme. A film by Brandon Ha, Zachary 

Boston, Kyle Martin and Jackson Haselnus, Center for 
Advance Learning, Gresham, OR. 

 
"Saving Scuff" Slapstick theme. A film by Ben Massey,  

Bend Senior High School, Bend, OR. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2012 Rose City Sing-Off Finalists  

 
This is the first year for the Rose City Sing-Off! 

The Sing-Off is the only competition in the 
Portland metro area for a cappella singing 

groups that offers those groups an opportunity 
to perform and compete on a big stage. The 
preliminaries were held last week and three 

excellent groups were chosen for today's finals! 
 

Mezzo Devotion 
 

In its fourth year, Mezzo Devotion is an a cappella group from 
Newberg High School. This year the group finished 1st in the 
region at ICHSA's and traveled to New York City for the finals, 

in which they placed 5th in the world. The group has put in 
hard work this year, and is excited to be competing today. 

 
High Altotude 

 
Formed in 2010, High Altotude is an all-female a cappella 

group, including eight members who attend Cleveland High 
School. Over the past year, the girls in this group have 

formed strong friendships, and love singing together. This 
past year, they have formed a unique and beautiful blend, 

performed at venues around the city, and recorded their first 
album. 

 
 Soul'd Out 

 
Soul'd Out is the premier a cappella group from Wilsonville 

High School.  They competed in the International 
Championship of High School a cappella in New York City 

both in 2010 and 2011 where they placed 2nd in the nation in 
2011. Soul'd Out auditioned and was chosen to be the only 
high school a cappella group in the nation to perform on 

NBC's television show, The Sing Off this season. 
 

The Sing-Off would like to thank Ken Stanley for the awards, 
Portland Timbre and Fretless for sound, and all the High 

Schools for their support. 



                            
 

Portland Rose Festival presents 
 

Rose City 

 
Sing-Off 

 
 

Oregon’s Premier Contemporary High School 
A Cappella Competition 

 
 

Saturday, June 2nd 1:00pm 
Imago Dei Community Church 

1302 SE Ankeny Street 
Portland, OR  97214 

 
Suggested Donation $5 

 
 

For more information, visit us at rosecitysingoff.org  
or call 971.230.8255 
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Jun - 11 | By: Oregon Film | one comment.
Filed under : Events, Oregon Film

Ever find yourself pining for the days of F.W. Murnau and D.W. Griffith? This week at the Hollywood Theater in Portland,
young film makers from around the Pacific Northwest celebrated the 100th anniversary of the “Mighty Wurlitzer” theater
organ  by  producing  over  50  silent  film  shorts.  The  theater  organ’s  squealing  melodies  provided  more  than  just  an
accompaniment  –students based their videos on one of several 3-minute  scores composed by organist  Nathan Avakian.
Genres varied, but silent film stalwarts like horror, slapstick and heist flicks dominated the screen. And don’t let the under 18
age limit fool you! These aren’t movies for little 2rd grade Beaver. Alongside delicate love stories are tales of murderous
fortune  tellers and armed bandits escaping from prison. In one  film a  boy finds himself  in a  world where  everyone  is
suspended in time. Everyone, that is, except a young smirking little boy who seems to always lurk around the corner. Will he
be able to find the little gremlin and figure out the mystery? The morbid ending elicited a mix of gasping and concerned
harrumphing in the dark auditorium. Kids these days…

The festival’s winning submissions will be screened as part of the Rose Festival’s “From One Rose” event. Go see the crème
de la crème of these students’ work on June 12 at 7pm at the Hollywood Theater!

The Youth Silent Film Festival is presented in collaboration with philanthropist Jon “JP” Palanuk, organist Nathan Avakian,

Youth Silent Film Festival Awards Screening : The Confluence http://oregonconfluence.com/2010/06/11/youth-silent-film-festival-award...
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Film Action Oregon, the Northwest Film Center, Thanhouser Company Film Preservation, Inc., and the Columbia River
Theatre Organ Society.

http://www.makesilentfilm.com/
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JON PALANUK

2012
International
Youth Silent
Film Festival

When: Tuesday-
Thursday, May
22-24

Where:
Hollywood
Theatre, 4122 N.E.

A Portland-based silent film competition brings young filmmakers
work to the big screen
Published: Saturday, May 19, 2012, 10:00 AM     Updated: Saturday, May 19, 2012, 10:55 AM

 
By 

Bridget A. Otto, The Oregonian

Tuesday night, the house lights will dim inside the

Hollywood Theatre, marking the beginning of a

three-night film festival unlike any other.

The audience will consist of young filmmakers --

none older than 19 -- their friends and families.

And the films will be silent.

As each three-minute production rolls to life on the

big screen -- accompanied by the full-throated

sounds of live organ music -- each filmmaker will

sit in anticipation, hoping his or her production is

good enough to "be in the money" as the silent film

competition creator Jon Palanuk likes to say.

Tuesday is opening night of the third annual

International Youth Silent Film Festival, a

festival that ropes together many moving parts

and the work, determination and desire of several

dedicated people.

To name a few:

Jon Palanuk, a

bighearted

philanthropist who used

his love of movies, his

own money, connections

and patience to get kids

involved in the art of filmmaking

A Portland-based silent film competition brings young filmmakers work to... http://blog.oregonlive.com/living_impact/print.html?entry=/2012/05/a_por...
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Sandy Boulevard

First screening:
Each night, 15 of
the top 45 will be
shown. One of the
top three winners
will be included
(but filmgoers will
not know who is
taking the top
prizes until the
award screening in
June).

Award screening:
On June 7, the top
three winners will
be announced and
awarded cash
prizes of $1,000,
$500 and $250.
Three additional
awards of
recognition are also
given: best story,
best edit, and the
audience award.

Tickets: General
admission, $10;
students, $5

More
information:
International
Youth Silent Film
Festival

Nathan Avakian

, a 20-year-old theater organ phenom, musical theater student and talented composer

who composed the musical scores for the competition

Schoolteachers throughout the state who have worked the silent film competition into their

curriculums

Ned Thanhouser, a film preservationist and archivist of silent movies -- as well as the

competition's biggest cheerleader

And the folks behind the 105-year-old Rose Festival, who gave their stamp of approval,

making the competition a sanctioned Rose Festival event

The idea for the competition began in 2009 when Palanuk was attending a dinner

party/fundraiser for Our House. At the event, Avakian, 18 at the time, sat down at an old

theater organ and began to play.

Entranced and impressed, Palanuk made a connection.

He'd been toying with ways to getting middle- and high-school age students involved in

filmmaking, and listening that night to Avakian play, he was reminded of silent movies.

"And," he said, "I thought, wouldn't it be cool if young kids reinvented silent movies?"

He left that night, refined his idea into a moviemaking competition for young students, and

one week later called Avakian, offering to commission the student of theater at the Arts &

Communication Magnet Academy in Beaverton for five musical scores, three minutes

each.

Avakian jumped in, creating theme music -- action, romance, horror, slapstick, mystery -- that young filmmakers

could use to guide three-minute silent movies of their own creation.

Palanuk contacted school districts throughout the state, sharing his idea for the competition and creating a database

of teachers, students and filmmakers. He produced a website where students can download one of Avakian's scores,

read the rules of the competition -- which state that the music cannot be manipulated in any way -- and take a shot

at making a silent film.

But something was missing.

Palanuk wanted the festival to have a stamp of approval, something that gave the competition credit and respect.

With that, kismet.

A Portland-based silent film competition brings young filmmakers work to... http://blog.oregonlive.com/living_impact/print.html?entry=/2012/05/a_por...
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View full size

NATHAN AVAKIAN

Rose Festival signs on

 

Through a connection with Film Action Oregon,

Marilyn Clint, director of events and

communication for the Rose Festival, and Palanuk

were introduced and Palanuk shared his vision for

the silent film festival -- a vision Clint saw clearly.

One of the Rose Festival's missions, she says, is to

include youth and education.

The Rose Festival endorsed Palanuk's film festival

as a sanctioned event, and, as Palanuk puts it:

"That launched us."

In 2010, its first year, 45 films were submitted;

last year, 74 films; in its third year, the festival,

which involves students from all over the state and

Vancouver, received 77 entries.

And the tentacles of the festival have begun to

spread.

The Renaissance Theatre in Mansfield, Ohio,

started the Midwest Regional competition this year

and sent their entries to Palanuk for judging; the

Renaissance will hold its festival in 2013. In July,

Palanuk flies to Adelaide, Australia, to open their

regional competition at the Capri Theatre.

Palanuk wants to "take it as big as it can be," envisioning regional festivals feeding into national ones, and then into

an international event.

But it all starts with the young students.

When a friend told Patton Middle School teacher Emily Ward about the film festival competition, the McMinnville

teacher made room in the curriculum of her eighth-grade multimedia class. Since festival rules prohibit anyone older

than 19 from taking part in the production of the film -- they can use older people as actors -- Ward said the project

pushed her students to independence, increasing their level of self-reliance and responsibility. It was a phenomenal

way to watch her students stretch themselves while learning about the history of filmmaking, she said.

Silent-film historian

 

That part -- the history of filmmaking -- is something Ned Thanhouser knows a little about.
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Thanhouser, of Thanhouser Film Preservation, teamed up with Palanuk in the festival's second year to lend a hand

to the behind-the-scenes work such as technical support, building databases and judging.

Movies -- make that silent movies -- literally run through Thanhouser's blood: his paternal grandparents were

pioneers of the medium, creating more than 1,000 films in their day, films Thanhouser has spent 25 years scouring

the globe to find and archive. 

"This was in my wheelhouse, if you will," Thanhouser says, adding he was amazed at the level of talent he saw in the

filmmakers.

A jury of 15 business and community leaders view all the films submitted and choose -- through a scoring process --

the top 45. They then select the top 10 films, which are shipped to a pool of celebrity jurors who pick their top three

winners. This year, those jurors include "X-Men" producer Tom DeSanto, director Gus Van Sant, television and

screen actress Meredith Monroe and Kerry O'Quinn, writer, producer, and publisher of Starlog and Fangoria

magazines.

"For the kids to know that adults in the industry are taking the time to look at their work -- some are taking the time

to write notes with feedback -- that's a wonderful thing," Palanuk says.

The 45 finalists' films will be shown in batches of 15 over the course of three nights at the Northeast Portland

landmark theater.

Each night Palanuk and Avakian, who plays each film score live on the organ, call the young filmmakers to the stage.

"They come up, hunched over and shy and we talk about what it was for them to achieve this. ... We ask the

audience to congratulate them and you see them stand up taller and their confidence is built. ... For the rest of the

evening, we, the adults are watching and they are the celebrities. You couldn't ask for a more beautiful, motivating

experience for a child. That's why I love it," Palanuk says.

Palanuk says that when he asks the kids what their biggest motivation was for taking part in the festival, they all say

it was to see their film on the big screen and have it shown to an audience.

"If you think about it: what a thrill. I get choked up every time we have the festival," Palanuk says.

-- Bridget A. Otto

© 2012 OregonLive.com. All rights reserved.
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Soul'd Out · 650 like this
June 7 at 10:24pm · 

Thank you to everyone who came to the Hollywood Theatre to watch us compete in the Rose City
Sing-Off where our own David Glavnik was named the best Vocal Percussionist, and where we earn
awards for best Choreography and 1st place!!!

Like · Comment · Share

35 people like this.

Soul'd Out P.S. We will now be recording an album, so be on the look out for more information on that too!
June 7 at 10:32pm · Like · 2

Dan StJohn That's fantastic! Would you be kind enough to post the details on my page, when you have
them? http://www.facebook.com/TSODanStJohn

The Sing Off: A Fan Page by Dan StJohn

This is a page designed for the sole purpose of reliving and enjoying the wonder...

See More
Page: 163 like this

June 7 at 10:54pm · Like · 1

Dale Lockyear Congratulations! Now maybe a CD will actually get cut!
June 8 at 2:44am · Like

Write a comment...

Search for people, places and things

Thank you to... http://www.facebook.com/SouldOutSingOff/posts/454344267927963?c...
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The Rose City Sing-Off is the only
contemporary a cappella competition in the
Portland Metro Area that gives high
school-age singers a unique opportunity to
perform and compete on a big stage.
Partnering with the Rose Festival, the
competition is hosted in Portland, Oregon,
but draws from the entire Northwest
region. It is a two-day event, taking place
on Saturday, June 2nd, 2012, 1:00 pm, at
Imago Dei Community Church, located at
1302 SE Ankeny St, Portland, OR, 97214.
Seven groups have qualified, and the top
three groups will advance to perform along
with the finalists of the award-winning
International Youth Silent Film Festival in
an exciting awards ceremony on Thursday,
June 7th, 6:30 pm, at the historic
Hollywood Theatre. In addition, the top
three finishers will have the privilege and
honor of singing in the Grand Floral
Parade!  Come and see who will be
awarded the GOLDEN MIC!

 

We are excited to announce the
contestants for the first annual Rose City

Sing-Off:

HIGH ALTOTUDE - Cleveland HS
MEZZO DEVOTION - Newberg HS

Rose City Sing-Off - Home http://rosecitysingoff.org/home.php
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SERENDIPITY - Milwaukee HS
REBELLATION! - South Albany HS

CLOUD 9 - SE Portland  
MIXOLYDIANS - Sherwood HS
SOUL'D OUT - Wilsonville HS 
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International Youth Silent Film Festival fianlists juried by exciting judge
2/1/2012 1:29:07 PM
By Alex Souther

    For the past two years, youth filmmakers have been submitting three minute films in the International Youth
Silent Film Festival. An exciting announcement has been recently made that writer and producer Tom DeSanto
will once again judge this year’s finalists.
     “The creative efforts these young filmmakers put forth continues to inspire me and know the future of
filmmaking will continue to be bright because of festivals like the IYSFF,” said DeSanto
    DeSanto has produced X-men and the Transformer series, and has been filming since his teen years. "For the
past two years Tom has provided feedback, guidance and encouragement to our student filmmakers,”
commented Jon Palanuk, president of the festival. 
    Filmmakers 20 years or younger submit films that are three minutes long. The films must be family
appropriate and hold no copyrighted material. Music in the films will be supplied by the festival organizers. The
final deadline for film submissions is April 13.
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