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Introduction/Background 
From 1975 to 1990 the 500 Festival had sponsored Children’s Activities Day, 
which was originally hosted at local malls and included pet parades, coloring 
book contests, shoe box parades, exhibits and entertainment. The event moved 
to Monument Circle in the early 1980s. In 1993, the Festival chose to emphasize 
fitness and learning as the focus for its children’s activities. The focus of Kids’ 
Day was changed to emphasize games, races, educational demonstrations and 
arts and crafts. Prizes included jump ropes, bicycles and trips to Disney World.  
 
Bank One, a major corporate sponsor for the Festival, expanded the Kids’ Day 
concept in 1994 when it hosted the inaugural Rookie Run. Designed as a non-
competitive running and walking event that stressed family togetherness, good 
sportsmanship and the importance of fitness, the Rookie Run ranged from a lap 
around Monument Circle to a 1.6 mile course through downtown Indianapolis.  
 
Purpose/Objective 
The Chase 500 Festival Kids’ Day is Indiana’s largest free outdoor festival 
specifically for children. At the festival, families can interact with local mascots, 
race mini cars, bounce in giant inflatables and create arts and crafts. Kids’ Day 
provides a venue especially for children to celebrate the legacy of the 
Indianapolis 500® with race-themed activities, educational booths and a kid-sized 
version of the OneAmerica 500 Festival Mini-Marathon – the Chase 500 Festival 
Rookie Run. Children also have the chance to meet nationally-known characters 
and make prince and princess sashes with the newly crowned 500 Festival 
Queen and the 500 Festival Princesses. 
 
New in 2012, kids rode a 70-foot Ferris wheel, raced remote-controlled cars and 
tested their skills in a race car simulator. 
 
The 2012 Chase 500 Festival Kids’ Day took place on Saturday, May 12 on 
Monument Circle in downtown Indianapolis from 12 to 4 p.m. This was the first 
time that the event took place on a Saturday. We moved the event date to avoid 
a conflict with Mother’s Day.  
 
Activities/Entertainment 
Plastic Musik, a unique performance group based out of Las Vegas, provided the 
entertainment for 2012 Kids' Day. Their performance included traditional 
percussion techniques, along with all-plastic instruments to produce familiar 



melodies. The audience heard familiar themes ranging from classical favorites, to 
Motown classics, Hip-Hop hits, 80's movie themes and original pieces. Local acts 
included P.H.A.T., Junior Civics Act One, Garrett Godsey and G. Scotten Talent 
Center.  Also performing was the K-9 Crew, six incredible dogs that perform 
acrobatic routines.  
 
In addition, dozens of exhibitors filled Monument Circle and the surrounding 
streets with food, fun and educational games. More than 10,000 prizes were 
available throughout the day for Kids’ Day attendees. 
 
Here are some of the exciting exhibitors and activities that were available: 

 Great Clips was giving haircuts 

 Pit Stop Challenge game 

 Indianapolis Lego Club 

 “Build A Car” Workshop 

 Kids’ BMV 

 Sports Inflatables 

 Giant Slide 

 Indianapolis Colts Gazebo and Play 60 Practice Field 

 Toddle Safari Playland 

 Toddler Sea Park 

 Race Car Simulator 

 Little Racers Track 

 Race Carnival Games 

 MicroLite Race Track 

 Chevrolet offered photo opportunities with a Pace Car 
 
In the midst of the Kids’ Day activities, the 2012 Chase 500 Festival Rookie Run 
allowed kids ages 3-12 to participate in a kid-sized version of the nation’s largest 
half-marathon, the OneAmerica 500 Festival Mini-Marathon. With many of the 
kids seeing their parents cross the finish line after completing 13.1 miles just 
weeks prior, the Rookie Run gives kids the chance to finish their own race made 
just for them. In this non-competitive fun-run, everyone goes home a winner. All 
3,000 participants shared the same No. 1 bib number, and everyone received a 
finisher’s medal and a goodie bag—just like the participants in the Mini! The 
Rookie Run also serves as a great health initiative for kids. It provides a time and 
a place for kids to get together, get outside and take part in fun exercise! 
 
What Makes Event Unique and Creative 
The Chase 500 Festival Kids’ Day and Rookie Run is unique because it is the 
state’s largest free outdoor festival for kids. All of the games, inflatables, art and 
crafts and even the Ferris wheel – all free and open to the public. 
 
Also, the event has a number of racing-themed elements that tie back to the 
Indianapolis 500. This is an effort to make kids excited about racing and to groom 
the next generation of race fans.  



 
Target Audience and Attendance 
The target audience is kids and families throughout the state of Indiana. In 2012, 
more than 40,000 people attended this free event.  
 
Duration of Program Start to Finish and Years Program Has Been Part of 
Event 
The Chase 500 Festival Kids’ Day took place on Saturday, May 12 from noon to 
4 p.m. on Monument Circle in Downtown Indianapolis. The Chase 500 Festival 
Rookie Run took place from 1 – 3 p.m. that same day.  
 
Kids’ Day started in 1993 and the Rookie Run followed in 1994. 
 
Description of Sponsors/Volunteers 
Sponsors for Chase 500 Festival Kids’ Day include Chase, Riley Hospital for 
Children, AAA Hoosier Motor Club, Indianapolis Colts and The Indianapolis Star. 
 
Sponsors for Chase 500 Festival Rookie Run include Finish Line and MHS. 
 
For Kids’ Day, the 500 Festival utilized 141 volunteers, plus another 58 
volunteers for the Rookie Run. Volunteers at Kids’ Day acted as Ask-Me 
volunteers, helped man the Games and Inflatables, worked in the “Exploration 
Area” (arts and crafts) and helped in the Little Kids’ Playzone and Little Racers’ 
Track (an off shoot of Games and Inflatables). 
 
Rookie Run volunteers helped with registration, course assistance and helped at 
the start and finish lines. 
 
Overall Effectiveness 
This year more than 80 vendors participated in Kid’s Day and nearly 40,000 
people attended. Also, nearly 3,000 children participated in the Chase 500 
Festival Rookie Run. Also, more than 5,000 children rode the free 70-foot Ferris 
wheel at the event.  
 


