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WELCOME

Dear Pinnacle Review Committee,

With pride, we present you with this 
Pinnacle Award entry for the 22nd 
annual Cherry Creek Arts Festival. Our 
continued success is due to the hard 
work and support of the dedicated staff, 
generous sponsors and donors, talented 
artists, tireless volunteers, and endless 
community spirit.

We invite you to “Be Part of Art” as 
you review the tremendous outcome 
of our efforts to provide access to art 
and education experiences at our 3-day 
festival and throughout the year.

As always, thank you for your support and 
inspiration as we aspire to continually 
grow, evolve and improve the festival and 
events experience.

Terry Adams
President & CEO
Cherry Creek Arts Festival
Denver, Colorado USA

Characters throughout book: © Chris Vance

#42) BEST COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAM:
PUBLIC ART IN CHERRY CREEK
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B. Purpose and Objectives
Recently the home of the Arts Festival, Cherry Creek North Denver’s most vibrant 
outdoor shopping district, completed a multi-million dollar renovation of the district.  
Within this project, they designated twenty art and garden locations to fill with public 
art.  The Arts Festival is providing the initial gift of public art in this next generation of 
artwork for the district.  The Arts Festival has also taken on the roll of creating a public art 
process to facilitate this named Public Art in Cherry Creek (PACC.)  “We couldn’t think of 
a better way to show our gratitude to Cherry Creek North for over 20 years of support to 
the Arts Festival,” said Terry Adams, Cherry Creek Arts Festival president and CEO. “As a 
year-round organization, the Festival is proud to provide the Denver community with arts 
experiences, education and public art that can be enjoyed 365 days a year.”

The Arts Festival held a call for entries utilizing the online public art application system 
Callforentry.org in July of 2011.  Applications were limited to Colorado artists only as 
the goal was to engage the local art community for this first piece.  The Arts Festival 
assembled a five person jury including art professionals, public art experts, engineering 
design partners and Cherry Creek North District board members.  The jury convened 
in September of 2011 to go through the applicants and narrow them down to the 
semifinalists.  

Once five semi-finalists were selected, the Arts Festival funded their creation of a detailed 
site-specific proposal for the project. The artist proposals included: design idea, scale 
models, detailed budget overview, etc.  Each of the artists then returned a month later to 
present their proposals to the jury and then the jury selected the finalist Bill Starke. 

Bill Starke created a 15-foot bronze sculpture ‘Tower of Man’ that explores the journey 
of human condition.  Bill Starke’s artwork has been exhibited in multiple exhibitions 
including the Denver Art Museum, the Museum of Nature and Science, and the 
Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center.  His sculpture is currently represented in nine 
galleries nationwide and worldwide in private collections in eighteen different countries 
on five continents.  This year will mark his 10th year exhibiting at the Cherry Creek Arts 
Festival. Tower of Man is Bill’s sixth public sculpture in the metro area in prominent 
locations such as the Downtown Hyatt Regency Hotel, The Wellington Webb Building 
and Regis Jesuit High School.
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a. Introduction and BackGround
The Cherry Creek Arts Festival Organization’s 
501c3 non-profit mission is to provide access to art 
experiences and support art education.  For over 
twenty years, they Cherry Creek North community 
of merchants and residents has contributed to the 
sustainability, growth and prominence of the Cherry 
Creek Arts Festival as a Denver cultural institution.  
The Cherry Creek Arts Festival decided to express its 
gratitude to the Cherry Creek North community by 
donating a public art sculpture for all to enjoy.



C. Target Audience 
In donating a piece of art to the general public, 
anyone that comes in contact with the piece 
within Cherry Creek North becomes the audience 
for this work. Since the donation is expressing the 
Arts Festival’s gratitude to its host for over twenty 
years, the audience includes the true community 
of Cherry Creek North. Over 350 businesses 
make up the neighborhood, from independents 
to internationals, featuring a broad range of 
unique fashion, jewelry and home furnishing 
stores, spas/salons, art galleries and restaurants.  
In addition, the District is also a national and 
regional office center, home to hotels and has a 
growing number of residents.  In combination 
with the Cherry Creek Shopping Center (adjacent 
to the district),Cherry Creek North is the number 
one visitor destination in Colorado. The piece may 
also be part of future educational sculpture walks 
within Cherry Creek and the greater metro Denver 
area.
 
D. Impact Program had on the 
Community
The Arts Festival invited the community to 
celebrate the unveiling of the sculpture in a public 
event called Reveal.  This celebration was held 
on Thursday, June 21st with a formal dedication 
to open the event followed by promotions and 
activities in conjunction with the Cherry Creek 
Arts District, showcasing galleries, theatre, dance, 
restaurants and retailers.  Approximately 160 
people attended.  CCN Business Improvement 
District president and CEO, Julie Bender stated, 
“With over 20 galleries and nearly 50 outdoor 
art locations, and as the home of the annual 
Cherry Creek Arts Festival, our District is a well-
established arts destination. On June 21 we will 
celebrate this through the sculpture dedication.”

E. Tie-In of program to main 
event
The sculpture was installed on Steele Street, 
between 2nd and 3rd avenues which is part of 
the Arts Festival site itself.  The artist, Bill Starke 

returned as an exhibiting artist at the 2012 Arts 
Festival (July 6, 7 and 8), marking his 10th time 
as a blind-jury selected artist at the event.  At the 
event, the Arts Festival provided special signage 
at Starke’s booth and at the sculpture location in 
recognition of the new donated artwork.  Starke 
gives his own take on the the Arts Festival, “My 
first experience at CCAF was in the year 2000. In 
addition to great sales, I met gallery owners and 
had my sculpture represented in Washington DC, 
Dallas and Denver. It allowed me to work full 
time on my sculpture and quit my day job.  Based 
on this experience, I started traveling to other 
nationally recognized festivals which resulted 
in more gallery representation. I now show 
exclusively at art galleries across the US, but still 
exhibit in Denver at CCAF. This is my 10th year 
at CCAF. I’ve garnered many large public and 
corporate commissions because of the exposure to 
so many art lovers that CCAF has provided. I can 
truly say CCAF has changed the course of my life 
in the most positive ways.”

F. Duration 
The creation of the Public Art in Cherry Creek 
Program took over a year from start to finish 
through the application, contract review and 
selection, to the first piece in the series being 
installed and celebrated.  The piece will remain in 
Cherry Creek North permanently for the public to 
enjoy for many, many years to come.

G. Overall Revenue/Expense 
Budget
The budget for this artwork commission was 
approximately $20,000.  This amount was 
inclusive of all costs associated with the project 
including, but not limited to the artist’s design 
fee, other consultation fees such as structural 
engineering, insurance, including Colorado 
Workers Compensation, small tools, materials, 
fabrication, transportation and installation, 
including any building or site modification 
required, travel to and from the site, per diem 

expenses, project documentation, contingency to 
cover unexpected expenses and any other costs of 
any kind.

H. Description of sponsor/
charity/volunteer/school 
group involvement with 
program and benefits to each if 
applicable
CCAF partnered with Cherry Creek Dance to 
present the unveiling of the sculpture at the Reveal 
event.  Cherry Creek Dance choreographed 
a piece where their dancers unwrapped the 
sculpture that was shrouded in fabric at the Reveal 
celebration.  This was a great partnership, since 
news organizations were present and gave Cherry 
Creek Dance some promotional coverage as well.  

In the past year, the Cherry Creek Arts District has 
been created and CCAF also got them involved 
in the sculpture Reveal event.  The Arts District 
created an entire evening out of the Sculpture 
Reveal where patrons could obtain a passport and 
travel different galleries, theatres, etc. to check out 
artwork or performances and enjoy food donated 
by local restaurant partners.  The evening turned 
out to be a great success for the Cherry Creek Arts 
District and patrons passionately visited all event 
sites.

I. Overall Effectiveness/
Success
The Arts Festival is extremely excited about the 
success of the Public Art in Cherry Creek’s first 
year.  The learning curve is steep with public art 
and the journey to get to the sculpture’s final 
installation was eye opening.  It has been a dream 
of the Arts Festival’s staff and board to one day be 
able to give back to the Cherry Creek community 
and this was an incredible way to do just that.  
The sculpture will remain a wonderful inspiration 
for the public for years and years to come. 



The Arts Festival also sees this public installation 
as falling in line with our mission to provide 
access to and support arts education in Colorado.  
The process of the creation of the sculpture was 
well documented with film and video and CCAF 
educated the public on this process through TV 
interviews, online and through social media.  

J. Challenges/Obstacles 
Some of the challenges we encountered with 
this program were contractual.  We utilized 
attorney resources to facilitate the construction 
of a contract that met the needs and properly 
protected all parties involved including the artist, 
the Cherry Creek North District and the Cherry 
Creek Arts Festival.  Permitting of public art can 
also be a maze of hoops to jump through with city 
entities.  We were fortunate to work within the 
Cherry Creek North District’s major encumbrance 
permitting for their street-scape project. O
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