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OVERVIEW  

 
This event was 2 ½ years in the making. In 2012 Portland got to experience the inaugural Rock 
‘n’ Roll Portland Half Marathon. This course allowed native Portlander’s and diehard runners 
alike to experience a part of Portland never touched by other race. The East side.  

 
The course: Runners began this 13.1 course by crossing the iconic Hawthorne Bridge as they 
head into East Portland to enjoy beautiful Portland locations, such as Laurelhurst Park, Lloyd 
Blvd and Downtown.  Throughout the course they were able to motivated by cheer groups and a 
band every mile. The race started and finished downtown at Tom McCall Waterfront Park. The 
Finish Line Festival welcomed runners into the same footprint as the Rose Festival’s CityFair for 
a Headliner Concert, free for runners and spectators.  

 
In addition to the half marathon, there was a 2-day Health and Fitness Expo which showcased 
over 60 exhibitor displaying the latest running hear, health and nutrition and free samples. 
Admission is free for runners and open to the public.   
 
The Rock ‘n’ Roll Half Marathon allowed for Portland residents and traveling running fanatics to 
experience what Portland really is about. The Rock ‘n ‘Roll Marathon Series is an unique 
running experience where it is more than just running 13.1 miles. In this race you are 
consistently provided with entertainment, allowing even the first time half marathon runner to 
feel motivated and even complete with their personal best time! These events are meant to set 
runners up to succeed while raising money for charities that need help and want to get their 
mission out. 
 
Event producers, Competitor Group partnered with the Portland Rose Festival, not only to 
support this 501(C)(3), but also based upon the organizations experience with coordinating 
events in the Portland area. The Rose Festival has resources and relationships to allow for this 
course to reach different areas than other races before them.  
 
In addition to the Rose Festival there was also the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society and the 
Rally Foundation for Childhood Cancer Research foundation who were official charities of this 
event. For a charity to be an Official Charity Partner of the Rock ‘n’ Roll Marathon Series they 
must apply online and go through an application process. Since 1998 the Rock ‘n’ Roll 
marathon Series of events has raised over $266 million for each of the charities.  
 
This inaugural race sold out with almost 14,000 participants signed up! This is the largest 
inaugural half marathon ever in the state of Oregon and the largest inaugural half marathon so 
far in 2012.  
 
The largest age group represented was the 30-49 age group with 65% of runners falling in this 
category. There were also a high percentage of female runners, with 70%. Almost half of the 
runners were from outside of Oregon, with representation from 49 different states and 14 foreign 
countries.  



2012 was the Inaugural Rock ‘n’ Roll Portland Half Marathon and kicked off the Rose Festival’s 
schedule of events on Sunday, May 20th.  In addition to a half marathon, there was also a 
Health and Fitness Expo at the Oregon Convention Center on Friday, May 18th and Saturday 
May 19th, which is open to the general public and where race participants must pick up their 
race packets, including their race bib.  
 
Rose Festival received a payment for their partnership with the Competitor Group, however this 
payment was slightly depleted when an unexpected bill from the Police and the City of Portland 
arrived. In addition to an upfront payment, the Rose Festival also received 10% from each 
sponsorship deal that they secured.  
 
An additional source of revenue was the Hotel program, where Rose Festival received $5 for 
each room booked at an official hotel, resulting in $9,320 in additional revenue. One new source 
of revenue was the Rose Festival Runner program which surpasses its $10,000 goal, by raising 
$14,465. This program allowed runners to fundraise on behalf of the Portland Rose Festival by 
using an online giving website, Active.com.  
 
This event has seen success by the following: 

 Registration exceeded its goal of 12,000 by nearly 2,000 participants.  

 The Rose Festival’s fundraising team, Rose Festival Runners raised nearly 50% more 
of its goal.  

 It is estimates that this event received 112,494,221 print, broadcast and online media 
impressions.  

 Provided a scenic tour of Portland, in which no other local race has been able to 
provide.  

 Substantial economic to the Portland/Metro area by local and traveling runners.  

 Support to over 100 charities that raised approximately $150,000 for their respective 
charities.  
 

Throughout the multiyear planning, there were many issues that arose, including developing a 
route that stood out from the rest. In order for this event to be successful, this route needed to 
be different then every other in Portland. With changes, come challenges.  
 
When event organizers decided to travel to the East side, there was a lot to consider. Including, 
TriMet, Union Pacific train line, vocal neighborhoods and other community events. Rose Festival 
and Competitor Group worked very closely with the City of Portland and came to many 
compromises. They found a route that allowed TriMet to find a detour so their riders could still 
travel, and hours were spent tracking the arrival of the Union Pacific train.  
 
In addition to coming to compromises with local transportation, an extensive community 
relations plan was in place. A very large list (priority list) of all residents and business along the 
route were compiled and each was prioritized on a 1, 2 or 3 level based on location. Each 1 
received a personal phone call, letter and e-mail with driving directions, route and road closure 
grid. Finally, each person on the “priority list” received a door hanger with final information.  
 
One unforeseen challenge was the noise permit required to make any noise in Portland. After 
notifying each business and resident located within a two block area of a band location of the 
noise hearing, event organizers went to the noise hearing to request a permit and they were 
informed that they needed to canvas the area with an additional flier. This was an unexpected 
amount of work that required a substantial amount of time. It is thanks to the committee 



members who took time out of their schedule to walk around the community and notify residents 
and businesses of the upcoming noise and race.  
 
Supporting Materials: 
RnR Photos (2 pages) 
http://www.facebook.com/RnRPortland 
http://www.rosefestival.org/events/rocknroll_portland_halfmarathon/ 
http://www.oregonlive.com/portland/index.ssf/2012/05/thousands_run_in_music-themed.html 
http://blog.oregonlive.com/runoregon/2012/05/2012_run_rock_n_roll_portland.html 
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CEO, Jeff Curtis crosses the finish line! 

And they’re off! 

Words of encouragement from friends and 

family who donated to the  

Rose Festival Runners 

The Rose Festival Runners pose after they 

completed their 13.1 journey! These 12 

Rose Festival supporters worked for 

months preparing and fundraising to reach 

our fundraising goal, which they surpassed 

by almost, 50%! 



 

 

 

 

Rose Festival Runner, Mark McGirr poses 

with co-fundraising chair, Victoria Dinu on his 

ActiveGiving.com page. Mark surpassed his 

goal by raising a total of $2,750! 


	cover-rnr-2012.pdf
	2012- .pdf
	rnr photos.pdf

