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Cherry Blossom Road Race  

 

The 10th annual Cherry Blossom Road Race provides a scenic track through 
historic Macon, offering participants a 10K, 5K and 1-mile fun run option. 
Designed to travel through particularly well-decorated streets, the journey 
through the cherry blossom trees provides many reasons for new and seasoned 
runners to take part in this race. Providing free, fun activities alongside the race 
makes this event fun for the entire family. Seeing the popularity of the event and 
a beneficial profit from the participation, local charity Wesley Glen Ministries 
sponsored and presented the Cherry Blossom Road Race for a second year.  
 
The budget for the race event was about $18,500, but heavier participation drove 
costs up to $19,500 for additional T-shirts and timing chips. Revenue, 
registrations and sponsorships, were up also, $31.750, netting the organization a 
jump in net profit - $13,555.  Seeing the interest in the event, Wesley Glen opted 
to strengthen logistics: more bathrooms, additional electronic chip timing, web 
technologies and email communication investment for ease of registration and 
information, more course signage and new finish-line banners.  And additional 
amenities included a professional DJ, free photography for participants to 
download online and free finishers certificates.     
 
Chip timing, additional portable toilets and DJ were successful spends as each 
improved the event for participants and the overall race experience. These 
additions help place this event in the running to become Macon's signature 
spring fitness event. Expenditures for inflatables, face paint and train rides 
certainly remove profit, but the hope is to create a family friendly experience that 
will become a tradition for years to come. 
 
These expenditures are an investment in the long-term growth and success of 
the race, recruiting new participants and hopefully getting previous participants to 
come back for years to come.   In addition to the funds raised, just as important is 
creating awareness and recognition of the needs of the constituents and Wesley 
Glen Ministries’ efforts to provide them. The race is a great venue to spread the 
word, while also raising much needed funds to serve the organization’s 
residents.    
 
The Festival extended the opportunity to Wesley Glen Ministries because of its 
dedication to the Middle Georgia community.  Established in 1984, Wesley Glen 
sees miracles every day in their constituents with special needs. By providing a 
loving home environment and a continuum of programs, individuals develop life 
skills. With a greater confidence and living happy, full lives, residents become 
contributing members of the community. Wesley Glen enables each individual to 
realize their full potential and grow in a supportive Christian environment. Wesley 
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Glen is a private, not for profit agency and ministry of the South Georgia 
Conference of the United Methodist Church with 31 residential sites in Georgia 
that include homes, apartments and host homes. 
 
Through this road race and the visibility that the Festival can provide through 
various informational outlets, the organization is able to achieve its goals of 
increased public awareness of the strengths and barriers related to people with 
developmental disabilities.  
 
Offering 3 race lengths and the option to run or walk, this run through Macon is a 
race for all ages and types. The 10th annual event hosted 206 for the 1-mile fun 
run, 602 5K runners and 242 10K runners, a jump of 20-30% from the previous 
year. Beyond the 60 volunteers and 1,050 total registered participants, hundreds 
join to line the streets of historic Macon to be part of the energy created by this 
Festival favorite event.  
 
The race is held on the second Saturday morning during the 10-day Festival, 
providing participants and supporters the energy boost needed to happily endure 
the fun-filled day of pink events ahead.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


